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ENGLAND'S  DUTY, 

'  UNDBK  THB  PRE8BMT 

Gofpel- Liberty. 

From.  Rev.  iii.  2o« 

TO    WBtC^Xl    AODlOy 

MOUNT   PIS-GAH; 

0R»  A 

ThaskigiTing  Sermon  for  England's  Ddiveiy  firomPoPBftr^ 
Feb.  i6a8-9. 

AM  £PISTJL£  TO  THB  READER. 
Candid  Reader^ 

THE  following  difcourfe  comes  to  thy  hsmd  in  that  native 
plainneis  wherein  it  was  preached.  I  was  confcientioufly 
unwilling  to  alter  it,  becaufe  I  found  by  experience,  the  Lord  had 
blefied  and  profpered^  it  in  that  drefs,  far  beyond  any  other  com- 
pofures  on  vhich  I  had  beftowed  more  pains.  Let  it  not  be  cen- 
fared  as  vanity  or  odentation,  that  I  here  acknowledge  the  good- 
nefs  of  God  in  leading  me  to,  and  bleffing  my  poor  labours  upon 
this  fubjefb  Who,  and  what  am  I  that  I  fliould  be  continuedj  and 
again  employed  in  the  Lord's  fafrveft,  and  that  Vith  fucceis  >and 
encouragement,  when  fo  many  of  my  brethren,  with  their  much 
richer  furnitures  of  gifts  and  graces,  have  in  my  time  been  called 
out  of  the  vineyard,  and  are  now  filent  in  the  grave  !  It  is  true» 
they  enjoy  what  I  do  not ;  and  it  is  as  true,  I  am  capable  of  doing 
feme  fervice  for  God  which  they  are  not.  In  preaching  thefe  fer- 
mens,  I  had  many  occafions  to  refle£l  upon  the.  myftical  fenfe  of 
that  fcripture,  Amos.  ix.  13.  <<  The  plowman  {hall  overtake  the 
'*  reaper,  and  thetreader  of  grapes  him  that  foweth  feed.''  Sow- 
ing and  reaping  times  trode  fo  clofe  tipon  one  another,  that  (in  all 
humility  I  fpeak  it  to  the  praife  of  God)  it  was  the  bufieft  and  bkC- 
fedeft  time  I  ever  faw  fince  I  firft  preached  the  golpel. 

England  hath  now  a  day  of  fpecial  mercy :  there  is  a  wide  door 
oiF  opportunity  opened  to  it ;  O  that  it  might  prove  an  e&dual 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


4  An  Epyili  to  the  Reader. 

door !  Itis  tranfporting  and  aftonifliing,  that  after  all  the  high  and 
horrid  provocttions,  the  atheifm^  profanenels,  and  bitter  enmity 
againft  light  and-reformation :  this  fweet  voice  is  ftill  heard  in  £ng« 
land.  Behold^  IJland  at  the  door  and  ktfock.  The  mercies  and  libera 
ties  of  this  day  are  a  new  trial  obtained  for  us  by  our  potentate  Ad« 
Tocate  in  the  heavens :  if  we  bring  forth  fruit,  well }  if  not,  the 
ax  fieth  at  the  root  of  the  tree.  Let  us  not  be  fecure.  Jerufa-* 
lem  was  the  city  of  the  great  King ;  the  feat  of  his  worfhip,  and 
the  {ymbols'of  his  prefence  were  fixed  there  \  it  was  the  joy  of  the 
whole  earth,  the  houfe  of  prayer  for  all  natiotis  \  thither  the 
tribes  went  up  to  worihip,  the  tribes  of  the  Lord  unto  the  tcfti- 
mony  of  IfracL  For  there  were  fet  thrones  of  judgment,  the 
thrones  of  the  houfe  of  David,  Pfal.  cxxii.  4,  5.  Thefe  privileges  (he 
enjoyed  through  the  fucceiGonsof  many  ages,  and  ihe  had  remain* 
ed  the  glory  of  all  nations  to  this  daj,  had  (he  known  and  improved 
in  that  day,  the  things  that  belonged  to  her  peace ;  but  they  neglected 
their  feafon,  rejected  their  mercies,  and  mifcrably  perifhed  in  tlieir 
fins :  for  there  ever  was,  and  will  be  found  an  infeparable  connex- 
'ion  betwixt  the  final  rejeAion  of  Chrift,  and  the  deftru£tion  of  the 
rejeAers,  Matth.  xxii.  5,  6,  7.  The  contemplation  whereof  drew 
thofe  compafiionate  tears  from  the  Red€;emer's  eyes,  when  he  be- 
held it  in  his  defcent  firom  the  mount  of  Olives,  Luke  xix.41,  42. 
Let  all  that  are  wife  in  heart  henceforth  depofe  their  animofi- 
ties,  fadly  reflect  on  their  follies,  encourage  and  afiift  the  labours 
of  theur  brethren  in  the  Lord's  harveft ;  and  rejoice  that  God  hath 
let  them  at  liberty  by  law,  whofe  ailiftance  in  fo  great  an  oppor- 
tunity is  neceflary  and  defirable.  It  is  againft  the  Taws  of  wifdom 
and  charity  to  envy  the  liberty,  and  much  more  the  fuccefs  of  our 
brethren,  i  Cor.  xiii.  4.  If  the  workmen  contend  and  fcuffle  in  a 
catching  harveft,  who  but  the  owner  (ufTers  damage  by  it  ?  If,  af- 
ter (b  miraculous,  recent,  and  common  a  falvation  as  this,  we  (till 
retain  our  old  prejudices  and  bitter  envyings  ;  if  we  fmite  with  the 
tongue  and  pen,  when  we  cannot  with  the  hand ;  and  ftudy  to 
blaft  the  reputation  and  labours  of  our  brethren  ;  and  ftill  hate 
thofe  we  cannot  hurt :  In  a  word,  if  we  ftill  bite  and  devour  one 
another,  we  (hall  be  devoured  one  of  another.  Let  us  not  lay  the 
fault  upon  others,  we  ourfelves  have  been  the  authors  and  inftru- 
ments  of  our  own  ruin ;  and  this  muft  b,e  the  infcription  upon 
our  tombftone,  0  England^  thou  ha/i  de/iroyed  thyfelf.  I  am  more 
afraid  of  the  rooted  enmity  and  fixed  prejudices  that  are  to  be 
found  in  many  againft  hoUnefs  and  the  ferious  profefibrs  of  it^ 
and  the  inflexible  obftinacy  and  dead  formality  in  many  others,  (the 
tokens  of  a  tremendous  infatuation)  than  I  am  of  all  the  whifpercd 
fears  from  other  hands,  or  common  enemies  upon  our  bor- 
ders. 
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To  prevent  thefe  mifchiefs^  and  promote  zeal  and  unanimity 
among  the  minifters  of  the  gofpely  I  have  prefamed  tb  addreft 
them  in  the  following  epiftles.  I  am  conicious  of  tnj  own  un« 
vroithinefs  to  be  their  monitor,  and  of  the  defe£b  their  judicious 
eyes  will  eaCiIy  difcem  in  the  ftile  it  is  written ;  add  yet  can  pro^ 
mxfe  xpyfelf  a  becomhig  reception  of  what  is  fo  EuthfuUyi  feafon^ 
ably»  and  honeftly  defigned  for  their  good.  I  am  fatisficd  that  no 
candid  and  ingenuous  perfon  will  put  words  upon  the  rack,  quarrel 
at  a  fimilitude,  or  expofe  a  trifle,  when  he  finds  the  defign  honeftf 
and  the  matter  good  and  neceflary« 

As  to  the  treatife  itfelf,  thou  wilt  find  it  a  perfuafive  to  open 

thy  heart  to  Chrift.    Thy  foul,  reader,  is  a  magnificent  ftrufture 

built  by  Chrift;  fuch  ftately  rooms  as  thy  underftanding,  will,  con- 

fcicnce  and  affe£tions,  are  too  good  for  any  other  to  inhabit.     If 

thou  be  in  thy  unregenerate  ftate,  then  he  folemnly  demands  in 

this  text  admifiion  into  the  foul  he  made,  by  the  confent  of  the 

will ;  Mrhich,  if  thou  refufe  to  give  him,  then  witnefi  is  takcn^ 

that  Chrift  once  more  demanded  entrance  into  thy  foul  which  he 

made^  and  was  denied  it.    If  thou  haft  opened  thy  heart  to  him, 

tliou  wilt^  I  hope,  m^t  fomewhat  in  this  treatife  that  will  clear 

thy  evidences,  and  cheer  thy  heart :  Fray  read,  ponder,  and  ap« 

fij,     lam 

Thine  and  the 

Church's  Servant, 

JOHN  FLAVEL. 
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A 

L    E   T   "T  E    R* 

To  the  dearly  beloved  Minifters  of  the  Gofpel,  (much 
•  to  be  revefenced  in  Chrift)  now  at  length,  by  the 
wonderful  Providence  of  GoD,  reftored  to  Liber- 
ty :  AddrefTed  as  a  humble  Supplication  to  the 
more  aged^  and  as  an  Exhortation  to  younger  Minif-* 
ters  and  Candidates* 

Reverend  Fathers^  and  Brethren  in  Chrijl^ 

THOUGH  it  16  not  fit  for  us  to  coin  metaphors  according  to 
oor  fancy,  yet  wc  ought  to  have  a  great  liking  to  thoie 
which  the  Spirit  himfelf  hath  authorifed  in  fcriptnre.  There  he 
hath  reprefented  and  painted  to  the  life  the  deliverance  of  his  ftiSer^ 
ing  churchy  by  the  fweet  delights  of  the  advancing  Sprung,  Cantl  v 

In  the  fpring,  the  earth,  like  a  moft  bountiful  parent,  opens 
her  bofom,  produces  variety  of  -herbs,  adorns  the  meadows  with 
abundance  of  flowers ;  the  trees  which  had  been  ffaipt  of  their  for- 
mer green  leaves  are  clothed  with  new  ones ;  the  cold  being  now 
'  driven  away,  the  air  becomes  warm,  and  the  cattle  bring  home 
udders  fiiU  of  milk  ( 

Then  joyous  birds  fr^gfg/flhe  lonely  groves.. 

.  DRTDEN'ff  Virgil. 

All  nature  is  renewed  and  fmiles  ',  the  feafon  is  kindly  favour* 
able,  and  admirably  well  adapted  to  the  benefit  of  all  things, 
chiefly  of  thofe  endued  with  life.  All  which  things  have  been,  in 
a  very  elaborate  and  ingenious  manner,  applied  by  our  learned 
countryman,  Brightman,  to  that  remarkable  period,  when  Cjrrus 
publiflied.that  edift  of  his,  (which  can  never  be  fufficiently  com- 
mended) for  fetting  God's  people  at  liberty.  The  enliyeniiig 
• 

♦  This  letter  was  originally  wrote  in  Latin,  the  author  judging  it  necefTary  to 
be  fo,  as  what  allowed  him  a  greater  freedom  of  eicpreflion,  than  might  ieem  con- 
venient at  that  time  in  the  common  bnguage ;  yet,  that  every  reauler  might  be 
profited  by  it,  the  puhlifber  of  this  edition  hath  thought  fit  to  tranflate«at  into 
Englifii.  It  has  a  reference  to  the  troubles  before,  and  the  bleifiog^' after  tbe 
Revolutioo. 
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beams  of  a  like  providential  interpofitioDy  like  the  fun  eateriog  ^ 
fign  of  Anesj  have  made  us  who  were  half  dead  to  revive. 

We  are  not  infenfible,  as  our  wounds  are  yet  green»  wlut  great 
and  (harp  affliAbns  we  have  fufiered  for  many  years  by^paft,  for 
confcience  fake.  Alas,  what  fad  things  have  we  not  feen  I  what 
oppreffions  have  we  not^unjuftly  endur^^duriog  this  roughs  difmal^ 
and  cvery-way  deftruftive  winter  i  Wc  have  fcen  the  fca  (WeUing 
with  dreadful  ftorms,  by  reafon  of  which,  ibme,  being  amazed  and 
confounded,  have  hoifted  fail  to  any  wind  whatfoever :  we  have 
feen  trees  that  excelled  others,  both  in  firuitfulnefs  and  comelinds^ 
beat  down  and  laid  low  by  the  ftormy  winds  ;  others,  which  bar« 
ndther  firuit  nor  leaves,  have  been,  as  it  were,  blafted.  Mountains 
have  we  feen  become  white  with  hoar-froft,  rivers  locked  up  in  icei 
lands  covered,  yea,  buried  in  fnow  \  flocks  of  fowls,  and  herds  of 
cattle  ftarved  with  hanger,  wandering  tip  and  down  in  great  wanti 
cunning  fowlers  fpreading  their  nets,  and  enfnaring  many :  In  4 
word,  we  have  feen  Chrift's  church  (alas!)  pierced  with  arrows 
^ged  with  her  own  feathers;  the  civil  flate  founded  on  laws,  al^ 
moft  fubverted  by  laws;  every  thing  having  a  bad  afpeA,  and  grow** 
ing  daily  worfe  and  worfe. 

Long  and  fore  have  we  been  tofled  in  the  fea  of  trouble ;  in  our 

youth  we  were  plunged  into  it,  we  are  come  out  of  it  in  old  age : 

oar  cafe  has  been  the  fame  with  what  happened  at  the  fiege  of 

Tyre,  Ezek.  xxix.  l8.    Every  head  is  made  Mdf  and  every ^iu/der 

is  peeled i  but  yet  all  thefe  things  feem  troublefome  rather  than  won^ 

derfiil,  to  any  one  who  forioufly  confiders  the  thing  propheiied  by 

the  great  apoflle,  2  Tmu  iii.  iJn  the  laft  days  perilous  times  Jball 

erne.    Of  which  perilous  times,  *  Laflantius  writes  thus ;  <  When 

the  end  of  this  world  is  approaching,  the  f^ate  of  human  afiws 

muft  needs  be  greatly  changed,  and  grow  worfe,  through  the 

prevalency  of  wickednefs;  in  fo  much  that  this  prcfcnt  age, 

wherein  fin  and  wickednefs  have  arrived  to  the  greatef^  pitch, 

may,  when  compared  with  that  abandoned  and  incorrigible  age, 

be  juftly  deemed  the  happy  and  golden  one.    For  then  righ-. 

teoufoefs  {hall  decreafc,  and  ungodlinefs,  avarice,  ambition,  and 

luft  increafe :  fo  that  whofoever  fhall  happen  then  to  be  fober 

and  religious,  fhall  become  a  prey  to  the  wicked,  and  be  greatly 

harrafied  by  tiie  unrighteous;  the  vicious  alone  ihall  be  profper<r 

ous  and  happy,  while  the  people  of  God  fhall  meet  with  every 

kind  of  bad  treatment,  and  be  reduced  to  extreme  poverty.'  All 

right  ihall  be  c(»i£bunded,  laws  fhall  perifh  ;  then  no  body  ihall 

pofie&  any  thing  but  what  is  ill  got,  or  what  he  is  obliged  to  de* 

fend  by  force  ;  rapine  and  violence  ihall  carry  every  thing  before 

*"  -     ■  ■  ^^^___^^,.^^_  ^      ^         ^ 

•  La&Mm  lik  j^  '4e dhino prmM^  /.  57^,779* 
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*'  them :  there  (hall  be  no  fidelity  among  men,  no  peace,  no  ^hu« 
^  manity,  no  (hame,  no  truth,  and  neither  faf^  nor  order,  nor 

<  any  reft  from  trouble;  for  the  whole  earth  Ihall  be  in  confufion, 

<  and  the  noife  and  din  of  war  heard  every  where ;  all  nations 

<  fhall  be  up  in  arms,  and  attack  one  another*,  neighbouring  ftates 
^  fhall  war  among  themfelves  ;  deftru£tion  (hall  run  over  the  face 

<  of  the  earth,  cutting  down  every  thing,  and  laying  it  along,  as 

<  corn-fields  are  in  harveft.     The  reafon  of  which  dreadful  cala- 

<  mity  and  ftrange  confiifion,  will  be  this,  That  the  Roman  Namf, 
«  which  has  fubducd  the  whole  world,  fhall  then  (I  tremble  to  ut- 
«  ter  it,  but,  fince  it  is  certain,  utter  it  I  muft)  be  quite  cxtinft'. 

What  think  you,  reader,  is  not  this  a  defcription  of  our  own 
times,  or  muft  we  wait  longer,  till  that  pernicious  and  wicked  race 
of  men  fhall  appear  upon  the  flage  ?  That  this  hath  been  fulfilled 
in  our  late  troubles,  none  fure  can  hefitate  that  hath  any  difcem- 
ment. 

But  God  at  length,  pitying  our  diflrefles,  hath  ralfed  up  a  man*, 
both  zealous  for  the  truth,  and  a  lover  of  godlinefs,  boldly  to  af^ 
fert  his  caufe  in  the  face  of  danger  and  toil,  and  to  put  a  new  face 
,  on  thh)gs.  Concerning  this  time  it  fhall  be  faid,  JVhat  wonderftd 
things  hath  God  done  ?  Now  every  impediment  being  removed,  and 
the  dreadful  florm  calmed,  (which  fcatters  up  and  down  like 
flubble)  our  gracious  God  doth  in  this  manner  befpeak  us,  Rifeup^ 
my  Uve^  my  fair  one,  and  come  away ;  for  loy  the  nmnter  is  pqfly  the 
rain  is  over  and  gone^  the  flowers  appear  on  the  earthy  the  time  of  the 
Jifigiftg  of  birds  is  come,  and  the  voice  of  the  turtle  is  heard  in  our  land. 
As  if  he  had  faid.  You  have  been  long  enough  confined  at  home  ^ 
come  now  (for  you  nfay  fafely  come)  abroad.  There  is  the  greatefl 
appearance  of  faifety  and  incitement  to  labour  every  where.  Thus, 
the  feverity  of  the  Winter  recommends  to  us  the  pleafures  of  the 
Spring. 

For  my  part,  I  had  no  fooner  heard  the  joyful  news  of  Liberty^ 
than  presently  I  began  to  prepare  myfclf  for  my  proper  and  much 
longed  for  work ;  for  if  fo  much  pleafure  b  found  in  the  fludy  of 
the  mathematics^  that  when  one  has  tafted  of  it,  he  is  fo  ravifhed 
and  bewitched  with  it,  that  he  cannot  be  taken  off  from  the  ftudy 
of  them  J  it  will  certainly  be  the  fweeteli  pleafure  of  all,  to  em- 
ploy our  labours,  however  much  we  are  exhauded,  for  the  glory 
of  Chrifl,  and  good  of  fouls  :  it  gives  me  therefore  no  fmall  plea* 
fure  that  at  length  I  may  put  in  my  fickle,  which  hath  been  long 
}n  difufe,  into  the  Lord's  harveft,  together  with  the  reft  of  my 
fellow-labourers.  Thanks  to  my  God,  who  hath  not  only  feafon- 
gbly  opened  a  door  of  opportunity,  but  hath  alfo  (which  I  cameft- 

•  WILUAM  UL  Fnose  of  Oh^ikci:. 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


ALETTE  R.  9 

ly  fapplicated  for)  given  mc  to  fee  the  happy  cffc£b  of  found  doc- 
trine, and  hath  long  ago  blefled  it  unto  many. 

Thefe  firCl-fruiU  of  Reftored  Liberty,  and  which  many  have 
importuned  me  to  publtfhy  I  now  mod  humbly  offer  unto  you. 
Indulge  a  brother,  the  weaked  of  all,  and  one  who  reckons  him- 
felf  juftly  inferior  to  ail  the  lervants  of  Chrift ;  if,  on  this  fignal 
and  moft  extraordinary  occafion,  Chriftian  zeal  Ihould  break  forth 
a  little  more  freely  than  may  be  fuitable  to  cither  my  fmall  (hare 
of  learning  or  experience. 

Here  your  preacher  hath  not  fought  after  the  pomp  of  elo- 
quence. Through  the  whole  I  have  ufed  a  popular,  not  polite^ 
ftile  ;  pithy,  not  (howy :  for  I  thought  it  might  be  juftly  faid  con- 
cerning Tbeohgy^  what  Cicero  fays  of  Phiiofiphy^  That  to  talk  up» 
on  fubjcAs  of  that  nature  in  an  elaborate  ftiie,  is  childiQi ;  but  to 
be  capable  of  delivering  with  plainnefs  and  perfpicuity,  is  the  part 
of  a  learned  and  knowing  man.  I  fhould  be  juftly  difpleafed  with 
mjielf,  if  I  preached  the  do£fadne  of  a  crucified  Chrid,  in  a  ftiie 
unbecoming  his  crofs ;  which  furely  is  the  character  of  a  ftile  pom- 
pous and  fwelling. 

Thefe  things  being  premifed, 

I.  Let  us  rejoice  in  our  liberty,  with  a  joy  duly  moderated ;  I 
mean,  with  a  joy,  equally  balanced,  and  guarded  on  all  hands  by 
grief  for  pafi  fins,  and  dread  of  future  ones.  We  read  in  Jere- 
mbh,  of  the  voice  of  fighing  and  weeping,  with  which  the  faith- 
ful would,  about  the  time  of  their  deliverance,  confefs  their  fins, 
by  which  they  had  provoked  God,  and  would  fincerely  bewail 
them  with  contrite  hearts.  And  how  fuitable  was  the  fong  of  the 
church,  even  at  the  laying  the  foundation  of  the  fecond  temple ;  a 
fong  equally  compofed  of  joyful  fhouting,  and  abundant  weeping, 
Ezra  iii.  io.  *<  Many  weeped  with  a  loud  voice,  many  fhouted 
««  aloud  for  joy  ;  fb  that  the  people  could  not  difccrn  the  noife  • 
«  of  the  fhout  of  joy,  from  the  noife  of  the  we<^ping  of  the  peo- 
««  pic."  Nor  arc  the  faints  aOiamed  to  confefs  tlwir  falls  and 
ihamefiil  deeds  to  the  glory  of  God,  for  nothing  is  a  lofs  to  us 
which  redounds  to  his  glory.  Our  countenance  muft  in  his  fight 
be  comely  and  amiable,  when  he  fees  penitential  tears  mixed  with 
thofe  of  joy  and  thankfgiving.  It  is  the  character  of  a  true  peni- 
tent to  lament  his  faults,  that  he  may  not  again  commit  things  to 
be  lamented. 

Afaph  hath  fet  before  us  an  illu(h*iou5  example  of  penitence, 
PfaL  Isxiv.  8.  Remember  not  (fays  he)  again/t  us  our  former  iniquities. 
God  is  faid  to^remember  iniquities  when  calling  fins  to  an  account, 
and  judging  of  their  greatneis  and  number,  he  refolves  to  punifli. 
Afaph  fpeaks  of  God  after  the  manner  of  men  *,  for  they,  when 
greatly  offended^  and  about  to  punilh  their  children,  do  then  call 
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to  mind  all  their  former  faults  :  let  m,  in  like  manner,  reflect  on 
ours,  and  fincerely  bewail  our  pall  flotbful  conduA,  an  unhappy 
concomitant  of  liberty  :  Thus  we  have  neither  flamed  with  ardent 
love  on  the  one  hand,  nor  grieved  with  that  degree  of  forrow 
which  was  r^quifite  on  the  other :  we  have  oftentimes  fpoken  more 
from  the  head  than  from  the  heart.  We  have  both  prayed  and 
pfieached  too  too  coldly  about  matters  the  moft  awful  and  impcH:- 
laot.  We  have  not  followed  the  footfteps  of  thofe  worthies  that 
went  before  us  in  the  laft  age,  fo  as  to  come  up  with  them.  We 
have  been  at  fmall  pains  to  fupport  the  majeily  of  religion,  by  the 
gravity  of  our  converfation,  and  the  ufeiulnefs  of  our  difcourfes. 
For  which  caufe  our  God  has  conceived  juft  anger  againi^  us,  and 
bath  manifei^ed  that  by  the  paft  calamities ;  and  by  fo  manifefting 
ks  hath  plainly  admonifhed  iis  to  be  on  our  guard  for  the  time  to 
come. 

U.  Therefore  brethren,  I  earneftly  beg  of  you,  in  the  bow- 
ds  of  Chrift,  that  you  will  not  forget  thefe  words  of  the 
sqpoftle.  If  it  he  poffible,  as  much  as  lieth  in  ycu,  live  feaceably  with 
oU  mefif  Rom.  xii.  8.  There  is  added  a  twofold  imitationi 
firft,  y  it  he  pojftbUi  that  is,  confiftently  with  juftice,  piety,  and 
truth  :  Such  a  regard  is  not  to  be  had  to  truth,  as  that  the  fludy  of 
peace  be  entirely  negle&ed  ;  nor  is  fuch  unity  to  be  fought  after 
as  deftroys  truth ;  hutfpeak  the  truth  in  love,  as  the  fame  apoftle 
exhorts,  £ph.  iv.  1 5.  For,  as  our  countryman  Mr  Davenant  juft- 
ly  obferves,  they  love  neither  from  the  heart,  who  love  not  both. 
Chriftians  therefore,  when  they  both  Uve  peaceably  in  owning  the 
truth,  and  fpeak  the  truth  in  love,  are  a  great  ornament  to  their 
profeffion.  The  other  limitation  is,  jis  much  as  lieth  inyou^  that  is^ 
Uve  in  hriendfhip  with  all,  if  it  be  poflible ;  and  if  they  will  not  be 
friendly  on  their  part,  be  fure  you  be  fo  on  yours.  Truth  ^begets 
haired  among  the  wicked,  and  godlinefs  is  ever  defpifed  by  them  % 
of  which  La^tantius  *  aiBgns  this  reafon,  <  That  he  who  fins 

<  wants  to  have  a  free  opportunity  of  finning,  and  thinks  he  can 

<  no  ocherwife  enjoy  fecurely  the  pleafure  of  his  ill  deeds,  than 
^  when  there  are  many  who  delight  in  the  fame  faults.  Hence 
«  they  ftudy  to  deilroy  and  cut  off  root  and  branch  thofe  who  are 

<  witnefies  of  their  wickednefs,  and  they  cannot  endure  that  good 

<  men's  lives  fhould  be  a  reproof,  as  it  were,  of  theirs.  There* 
«  fore  by  the  friendfhip  of  the  wicked,  piety  is  endangered.* 

We  have  fome  amojpgft  us  that  put  on  a  fcrm  of  godlinefs,  but 
have  denied  the  power  thereof:  of  fuch  f  Bernard  in  bis  time  thus 
complained  :  <  Woe  to  this  generation  which  hath  the  leaven  of 

^  *  Lai^anthis  on  Juftice,  b.  5.  p.  331$  383. 
f  Bernard,  Sermon  xxxiiL  on  Cant. 
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<  thePharifeesy  which  is  hTpocrify :  If  indeed  that  (hould  be  call- 

<  ed  hypocrify,  which  now  through  its  prevalency  cannot  be  hid,, 

*  and  through  its  impudency  fecks  not  to  be  hid.     At  prefent^ 

<  rottenneis  and  corruption  afiefb  the  whole  body  of  the  church, 

*  and  the  wider  it  fpreads,  the  more  defperate ;  and  the  more 

*  inwardly  it  fpreads,  the  more  dangerous :  for  if  an  heretic^  an 

*  open  enemy,  ihould  rife  up>  he  ^would  be  caft  out ;  if  a  vio- 

*  lent  enemy,  ihe,  (i.  e.  the  church)  would  perhaps  conceal  herfelf 

*  from  hiiA.     But  now,  whom  ihall  the  church  caft  out  i  or  whom 

<  (hall  (he  hide  herfelf  from  ?  All  are  friends,  and  all  are  enemiei : 

*  all  are  in  mutual  connexions,  as  relations,  yet  in  mutual  contefls^ 

*  as  adTeriaries  :  all  are  fellow-members  of  one  family,  jet  none 
'  are  promoters  of  peace :  all  are  neighbours,  yet  all  are  icekers  of 

*  their  own  things :  by  profeffion  fcrvants  of  Chrift,  in  reality  they 

*  ferve  Antichrift :  they  make  an  honourable  figure  by  the  good 

*  things  they  have  received  from  the  Lord,  while,  at  the  fame  time, 

*  they  give  no  honour  to  the  Lord.*  I  will  fay  of  thcfe  men.  My 
foul,  come  not  into  their  council  \  my  glory,  be  not  in  their  a£* 
fembly. 

But  there  are  many  othersj^  zealous  of  peace  and  truth,»agreeittg 
in  fundamentals,  and  ftanding  equally  againft  the  common  enemies 
of  the  reformed  religion,  who,  notwithftanding,  diflFcr  (alas  !)  about 
matters  not  neceflary  to  faivation,  and  fplit  into  oppofite  parties^ 
and  cauie  flrife :  while  this  fierce  contention  fpreads  itfelf  among, 
the  brethren,  it  affords  a  continual  occafion  to  their  enemies  to 
infuh  and  moleft  them.  Could  any  one  find  out  a  remedy  for  this 
epidemical  diftemper,  he  would  deferve  well  of  the  church  \  but 
fince  the  experience  of  fo  ihany  years  has  put  it  beyond  doubt 
that  it  is  difficult,  or  indeed  impracticable  to  accomplifh  this  by 
icholaftic  difpotes,  or  by  opprefling  the  confcicnce  with  penalties  \ 
it  were  morc.advifeable  to  fopite  all  their  debates,  than  by  fhiit- 
Icfi  ftrife  to  tear  afunder  the  church  ;  and  in  fine,  to  have  rccouHc 
to  that  which  is  the  moft  ufcful,  if  not  the  only  rule  for  promoting 
peace,  Phil.  iii.  l6.  Wherein  we  have  already  attained^  lei  us  walk  by 
the  fame  rule :  with  which  agrees  well  that  moft  wholefome  advice 
given  by  Tofiianus  to  the  college  of  Tubing,  in  the  following  words: 

*  All  bitter  railings  and  accufations  ought  juftly  to  be  laid  afide, 
'  and  the  judgments  of  thefe  matters  in  debate  left  wholly  to  the 

*  SoTv  of  God,  our  Lord  Jcfus  Qhrift,  and  to  our  own  pofterity, 

*  who,  not  being  authors,  but  fpedtator^  of  the  debate,  will  judge 

*  more  impartially  about  it.     Our  adverfaries  ftill  live  and  become 

*  bolder  every  day ;  they  make  it  their  bufincfs  night  and  day  to 

*  plot  and  contrive  how  they  may  extinguifh  the  light  of  the  gofpcl 

*  that  has  arifen,and  bring  Intck  ancient  darknefs ;  in  the  mean  time, 
'  we  who  at  firft  with  one  accord,  by  God's  grace,  preached  the 
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c  gofpeli  do  now,  with  weapons  of  death  turned  again  ft  one  ano^ 
«  thcr,  rufh  mutually  on  deftruftion  5  thereby  exhibiting  a  delight^ 
«  ful  fpeftacle  to  our  enemies,  who  place  more  of  their  fafety  and 

<  confidence  in  our  contentions,  than  the  weak  foundation  of  their 
•  o^n  caufe/ 

Let  us  therefore  frequently  confider  that  of  the  apoftle,  GaL  v« 
I  r.  But  if  ye  bite  and  devour  one  another^  take  heed  that  ye  be  not  con» 
fumid  one  of  another.  What  Cicero  faid  of  the  difcords  of  great 
men,  our  countryman  Davenant  fcruples  not  to  affirm  concerning 
thofe  of  the  churches,  That  they  commonly  end  either  in  the  ruin  of 
both  parties,  or  in  the  imjuft:  tyranny  of  that  fide  which  overcomes. 
It  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  every  one,  by  thefe  continual  and 
fierce  debates,  is  haftening  (may  God  prevent  it)  bis  own  ruin : 
yet  I  doubt  not  but  that  all  difcords  amongft  the  godly  might  be 
cxtinguifhed,  whatever  fome  may  alledg^e  to  the  contrary,  if  the 
minds  of  fome  were  freed  from  the  violent  emotions  of  fufpicionj 
anger,  and  envy.  Behold,  brethren,  what  a  feafonable  and  pro- 
per foftening  plaifter  our  ikilful  Phyfician  hath  applied  to  u$  all 
at  this  time.  God  grant  it  the  delired  eSedt  -,  left  the  fear  not 
being  rightly  clofed  up,  the  wound  ihould  break  out  again. 

The  godly  in  every  place  lament  the  prefent  deplorable  ftate  of 
the  church ;  and,  from  the  deftruAion  of  fome,  do  conjc^hire  what 
danger  hangs  over  all. 

•  Hence  let  contending  nations  Inonv^ 

What  direful  mi/chiefs  from  their  difcords  flow. 

Certain  it  is,  that  all  wife  and  good  men  on  both  fides,  (how- 
ever they  differ  among  themfelves)  are  unanimous  in  this  at  leaft. 
That  thefe  are  not  times  for  ftrife,  but  times  that  call  for  prayer 
and  reformation  ;  for,  fuch  arc  the  prayers  they  eveiy  where  offer 
up  :  *  May  God  turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  to  the  children^  Mind  the 

<  heart  of  the  children  to  the  father s^  left  he  come  andfmite  the  earth  with 
(  a  curfe,     Thefe  do  not  well  confult  their  own  intereft,  who,  be- 

<  caufe  of  difputes  among  the  learned,  perhaps  never  to  be  cnded^ 
(  will  needs  be  tearing  the  church  by  perpetual  divifions.  Our 
«  brethren,  that  ferioufly  profefs  they  differ  from  us  in  fmaller 
«  matters  of  religion,  for  no  other  reafon  than  a  fear  of  offending, 

<  thefe  ought  to  be  embraced  with  the  greateft  affection.     Let  all 

<  caufes  of  offence  be  prefently  removed,  that  we  may  not  ftumble 
(  twice  on  the  fame  ftone.     If  we  fall  upon  It  again,  we  are  broken 

<  in  pieces.     We  will  not  grant  them  this  praife,  that  they  are 

•  En  quo  difcordia  gCMtct 

Ptrduxit  mifitas. 
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(  more  ftudious  of  peace  and  concord  than  ourfelres.     Tou  may 

*  re-€xa£t  a  conformity  in  fundamentals  and  things  neceflary  inre^ 

*  ligion  ;  but  in  matters  of  indifierenccy  and  not  abfblutely  nece£- 
<  fary,  you  may  give  a  larger  liberty.  No  body  (hould  aflume  to 
f  himfclf  a  liberty  of  dividing  the  churchi  and  diflblving  brotherly 

*  unity  on  fuch  a  ground  aa  neither  Chrift,  nor  the  apofties,  nor 

*  the  primitive  church  in  its  pureft  ftate  would  ever  have  approv* 

It  muft  be  coniefledy  that  all  kinds  of  controverfy  will  never  be 
at  an  end  (  neverthele&  we  can  bid  farewell  to  alfdifcord  }  for  va* 
riety  of  opinions,  and  unity  among  thofe  that  hold  them,  are  not 
things  inconfiftent*  Why  (hould  there  dwell  in  the  breaft  of  a 
Chrlftian^  the  fiercenefs  of  wolves,  the  madnefs  of  doss,  the  dead^ 
ly  poilbn  of  ferpents,  the  cruel  favagenefs  of  beafts  T  as  Cyprian 
long  iince  complained.  That  b  (faith  Gregory)  a  new  and  un^ 
heaurd-of  manner  of  preaching,  that  forces  a  belief  with  ftnpes : 
therefore  let  all  bitter  railing  and  accufation  be  gone.  May  the 
God  of  peace  bring  all  into  order  and  peace. 

lU.  Efpecially  and  above  all,  I  humbly  befeech  you,  that,  haT«  ' 
bg  laid  afide  all  defigns  of  fmaller  importance,  you  would  mind 
this  one  thing,  how  you  may  gain  to  Chrift  the  fouls  committed 
to  you,  to  which  all  earthly  tliingi  are  to  be  poftponed.    This  is 
the  labour,  this  the  w<^k  incumbent  on  us. 

Put  far  hem  you  a  vile,  niggardly  fparing  oi  your  gifts,  an  im* 
moderate  care  for  worldly  things,  an  exceffive  indulgence  of  the 
^le  body.  Let  it  not  feem  much  to  us  to  fpend  a  little  fweat  for 
the  fake  of  thofe  fouls-for  which  Chrift  fo  willingly  and  plentifully 
poured  out  his  own  moft  precious  blood.  If  we  hide  the  Ijord's 
talent  in  a  napkin,  where  (hall  we  find  a  napking  to  dry  up  our 
tears  of  blood  for  fo  bafe  a  crime  ? 

Remember,  brethren,  that  it  will  be  required  at  our  hands, 
how  we  have  fpe£t  every  portion  of  that  time  which  is  given  us  j 
how  much  of  it  have  we  already  loft  in  unprofitable  filence  I  But 
among  all  the  oppreffions  under  which  you  have  long  groaned,  I 
pcrfoade  myfelf  there  is  none  you  have  more  forrowed  for  than  that 
of  being  fo  long  with-^holden  from  feeding  poor  hungry  fouls.  The 
prefont  opportunity  is  llippery,  and  may  be  loft,  as  to  what  con- 
cerns futurity,  the  clouds  return  after  the  rain.  Up  then  ye  fer- 
vants  of  God,  mind  this  your  bufinefs,  and  the  Lord  ihall  be  with 
you :  don't  regard  the  ufual  murmurings  of  the  ilefh.  Look  for- 
ward to  that  heavenly  crown :  *<  They  that  be  wife  (hall  fhine  as 
*<  the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament ;  and  they  that  turn  many  to 
**  nghtconfacis  as  the  ftars  for  ever  and  ever." 

with  the  hopes  of  this,  let  us  roufe  up  and  fortify  our  drooping 
Vol.  rST.  No.  29.  C 
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hearts  agalnft  the  mockings  and  troubles  we  may  cxpeft  for  tlic 
fake  of  the  gofpel.  "What  bowels  of  compaffion  ought  we  to  put 
^  on,  when  we  fpeak  to  fuch  men  of  faving  their  fouls>  and  Ihunning 
perdition,  into  which  they  may  quickly  fall,  but  who,  in  the  mean 
time,  have  not  the  leaft  thought  about  thefe  things  themfelves  ? 
A  famous  author  in  Amefius*  complains,  *  That  the  words  of  life 

<  in  fome  preachcrs^  and  teachers  lips  die  away,  as  to  any  power  or 

♦  efficacy :  For  fo  coldly  and  unconcernedly  do  they  deliver  the 
«  word  of  God,^that  it  feems  to  die  in  their  lips.     Hence,  as  they 

<  themfelves  are  cold  and  dead  pt^achers,  fo  they  leave  their  hear- 

*  crs  in  a  cold  and  dead  frame.     I  knew  bne  who  left  Paris  for 

*  this  reafon,  becaufe  he  faid,  he  was  more  and  more  benumbed 
-•  with  the  Icftnres  and  fermons  he  heard  from  day  to  day  in  that 

•  city  J  and  was  afraid,  that  if  he  ftaid  much  longer  there,  his  foul  ' 

•  would  have  pcrifticd  with  fpiritual  cold :  wherefore  he  joined 
«  himfelf  to  lively  minifters,  as  unto  live- coals,  that  fo  by  conver- 
«  fing  with  them,  he  might  noorifh  and  increafe  an  holy  flame  in 
«  his  heart/ 

Lift  up  your  eyes  and  behold  the  fields-  white,  and  ready  ta 
liarveft  ;  fee  how  you  are  on  every  fide  furrounded  with  crowds  of 
j)oor  hungry  fouls,  with  open  mouth  and  earaeft  looks  begging  fpi- 
ritual bread  from  you.  If  we  have  the  bowels  of  the  chief  Shcp- 
.  herd  ia  us,  let  us  feed  his  (beep.  Some  arc  almoft  worn  out  with 
old  age  and  various  troubles  r  others  leflen  the  msrjefty  of  fcripture 
by  infifting  much  on  things  of  Httlc  moment,  and  fill  the  ears  of 
the  multitude  with  a  vaiii  noife  of  words,  or  tickle  them  with  fmooth 
fpeecfaes.  In  fuch  a  fituation,  if  yon,  who  are  furniihed  with  all 
kinds  of  gifts,  and  have  fo  full  and  feir  opportunity,  do  not  burn 
with  zeal  to  God,  and  k)ve  to  fouls,  I  tremble  to  look  forward  to 
the  dreadful  end  of  you  all. 

IV.  Laftlyi  I  will  conclude  with  a  few  things  which  I  thought 
nccefliary  for  ftudents  of  Theology ^  and  candidates  for  the  miniftry, 
who  have  at  this  needfuf  time  willingly  dented  themfelves  to  thb 
fervice,  or  are  about  to  do  it :  We  havjrong  borne  the  burden 
and  heat  of  the  day;  we  are  veteran  foldiers  almoft  worn  out.  The 
next  age  will  pofiibly  produce  more  tradable  minds,  and  men  of 
gentler  difpofitions  than  our  times  afford. 

I  congratulate  you  on  account  of  your  birth,  efpeciaHy  if  your 
natural  birth  be,  or  (hall  be  ennobled  and  fanAified  by  regenera- 
tion }  and  this  is  the  more  reafonable,  becaufe  all  our  famous 
chronologers  and  fearchers  mto  times,  who  have  bcftowed  much 
time  and  pains  in  that  ftudy,  are  big  with  expeAation,  like  a  wo- 
man big  with  child,  paft  the  time  of  her  reckoning,  who  therefore 

*  Cafet  of  Confcknce,  book  3.  p.  x6w 
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expeAs  her  pains  to  come  upon  her  every  hour.  It  is  very  probr- 
bk|  that  the  day  which  all  the  prophets  foretold^  and  all  good 
mca  have,  as  it  were,  with  outftretched  neck,  been  eagerly  look- 
ing for,  is  now  at  hand. 

Do  you,  therefore,  ye  brave  youths,  the  hope  and  defire  of  the 
reviving  church,  with  eagerneis  lay  hold  on  this  favourable  oppor- 
tunity of  enriching  your  minds  with  all  neceilary  gifts  and  endow- 
ments. Keep  yourfelves  clofe  night  and  day  at  your  ftudies  and 
moft  fervent  prayers  :  He  will  make  the  beft  divine,  that  ftudies 
on  his  knees.  And  how  (hall  we  contend  for  the  truth,  or  de- 
fend it  againfc  the  adverfaries,  if  we  are  deftitute  of  gifts  ?  Nei- 
ther a  good  difpofittOn,  nor  the  charms  of  eloquence,  nor  a  grace- 
ful gefture,  nor  good  manners,  can  compenlate  for  the  want  of 
gifts. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  beware,  brethren,  left  while  the  tree 
of  knowledge  every  day  thrives  and  profpers,  the  tree  of  life  alone 
fhonld  hmguifli  and  become  barren,  as  an  excellent  divine*  fi^eaks 
very  pertinently.  Take  care  you  put  not  that  laft,  which  fhould 
be  firft  ;  and  that,  again,  firft,  which  (hould  be  laft.  Meafures 
fo  pemicioufly  prepofterous  will  be  fatal  to  the -whole  work  of  con- 
va^n«  A  head  well  inftrudled  is  much  to  be  defined  i  but  a 
fandified  heart  is  abfolutely  neceflary.  «  Covet  carneftly  the  beft 
"  gifts,  and  yet  (hew  I  unto  you  a  more  excellent  way,**  i  ^Cor. 
xii.  31.  For  gifts,  let  them  increafe;  but  grace,  let  it  outfh'ne 
them  all.  Let  thefe  words  of  the  great  apoitle  take  deep  root  in 
your  hearts,  i  ,Cor..  ix.  27.  "  But  I  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring 
"  it  into  fufcje^lion,  left  that  by  any  means,  when  I  have  preach- 
*•  ed  unto  others,  I  myfelf  fliould  be  a  caft-a-way."  For  what  will 
k  profit,  to  be  learned  and  damned }  It  is  one  thing  to  be  learned 
m  the  truths  of  Chnft,  another  to  be  taught  by  him>  as  the  truth 
isinjefus. 

Continu2dly  bear  in  mind  th'is  ferious  warning  of  our  learned 
countryman  Reynolds  f,  *  Let  us  not  think  much  of  ourfelves, 

<  though  God  ihould  have  adorned  us  with  the  fineft  gifts  of  na- 

*  ture,  with  a  lively^ genius,  with  an  elegant  di<5lion,  much  read- 

*  ing,  long  experience  of  things,  ikill  in  the  arts,  languages  and 

*  fciences,  folidity  of  judgment,  quicknefs  of  underftanding,  aU 

<  moft  like  that  of  angels,  unlefs  at  the  fame  time  he  add  to  all, 

<  the  gift  of  his. Spirit  to  help  us  to  know  and  delight  in  the  hea^* 

*  vcnly  myftery.     For  though  by  the  exercife  of  thofe  (hining  ac- 

<  compliihments,  we  may  procure  to  ourfelves  the  favour  and 

<  efteem.of  men,  though  from  thence  great  advantage  may  re- 
'  dound  to  the  learned  world,  and  to  the  church  of  Chrift,  yet 

*  S,  FcnL  Amhiiiofu*  f  AniMolU  homo. 
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*  do  they  not  all  tend  to  obtain  for  us  either  the  favour  pf  God, 

*  or  the  reward  of  heavenly  happinefs/  May  God  give  you  mi* 
nifterlal  and  fanAifying  gifts,  that  jon  may  approve  yourfelves  to 
be  defenders  of  Chrift  and  his  religion,  and  firm  oppoiers  of  his 
enemies.  ' 

But  it  is  time  to  clofe  this  unpolilfaed  and  homely  letter,  which, 
•however,  I  hope  you  will  favourably  accept  as  a  teflimony  of  that 
refpeA  due  to  you  from 

JTourJelhfV'firvani  in 

the  go/pel  of  Chrijty 

JOHN  FLAVEL. 


To  the  READER. 

THE  worthy  author  of  the  difcourfe  emitted  herewith,  is  one 
whofe  praife  in  the  gofpel  is  throughout  all  the  churches. 
His  other  books  have  made  his  name  precious  and  femous  in  both 
Englands,  Nor  can  my  teftimony  add  any  thing  to  one  every  way 
greater  than  myfelf.  Nevcrtheleft,  a  Angular  providence  having 
caft  my  lot  to  be  at  prdent  in  this  great  city  \  I  could  not  withftand 
the  importunity  of  them  who  defired  a  few  Prefatory  lines  to  ma- 
nifeft  the  refpe^t  I  owe  to  this  renowned  and  learned  man. 

It  was  a  wife  reproof  which  a  grave  divine  adminiftefed  to  a 
young  preacher,  who  entertained  Us  auditory  with  an  elaborate 
difcourfe ;  after  he  had  commended  his  parts  and  pains,  there  was 
(faid  he)  one  thing  wanting  in  the  fermon  ;  /  could  not  perceive 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  was  in  it.  And  though  viorality  is  good,  and 
neccflary  to  be  taught  and  praAifed,  yet  it  is  much  to  be  lament- 
ed, that  many  preachers  in  thefe  days  have  hardly  any  other  diA 
courfes  in  their  pulpits  than  what  we  find  in  Seneca,  EpiAetus, 
Plutarch,  or  (bme  fuch  heathen  moraiifi.  Chrift,  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
and  (in  a  word)  the  gpj^l  is  pot  in  their  fermons.  But  blefled  be 
God,  that  there  are  fome  (and  great  is  their  company  in  this  land 
of  light)  who  preach  the  truth  as  it  u  in  Jefus  :  and  he  who  has 
taken  the  book  out  of  the  right  hand  of  him  that  fits  on  the 
throne,  and  Is  worthy  to  open  the  feals  thereof,  has  been  pieafed 
in  wonderful  ways  to  fet  open,  and  keep  open  a  door  of  liberty  to  the 
ffofpel,  that  they,  unto  whom  he  has  given  a  heart  to  preach 
Chrifl>  may  do  it.    This  is  the  Lord's  doing  \  this  is  a  Spirit  of 
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ifefrm  God.  When  Cyrus  proclaimed  liberty  for  the  firee  ezerdie 
of  religion,  the  Lord's  fervants,  who  for  fome  years  had  Uun  dead^ 
were  bnugbt  out  of  their  graves^  Ezek.  xxxvii.  12,  13. 

Thb  treadfe  is  a  word  in  feafon  :  God  has  made  the  author  to 
be  a  wife  mqfter^buiidir  in  his  houfe,  and  according  to  the  wifdom 
given  him  of  God,  he  has  enlarged  on  a  gofpel  fubjeA  vctj  proper 
to  be  infifted  on  at  fuch  a  day  as  this.  I  am  informed  by  un* 
qudtionable  hands,  that  there  was  a  remarkable  pouring  out  of  the 
Spirit  when  thefe  fermons  were  viva  imrr  delivered,  a  great  num- 
ber of  fouls  having  been  brought  home  to  Chrift  thereby.  The  Lord 
grant  that  the  fecond  preaching  of  them  to  far  greater  multitudes  bjr 
tliiswayof  the  prefs,  may,  by  the  fame  Spirit,  be  made  abundantly 
fucceisfiil  for  the  converfion  and  falvation  of  God's  eleft.  The  frtiit 
brought  forth  by  the  holy  apoftles  in  rcfped  of  the  writings  of 
fome  (as  well  as  the  doArine  preached  by  all)  of  them,  does  ftill 
remain.  The  fruitfol  labours  of  this  faithful  fervant  of  Chrift  will 
promote  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  fouls,  when  he  himfolf 
fhall  ceafo  from  his  labours,  and  his  works  (hall  follow  him.  Let 
the  Lord's  people  be  thankful  to  him  for  that  he  has  fent  fuch  a 
labourer  into  theharveft,  and  pray  that  he  may  be  continued  long 
therein,  and  that  many  fuch  (for  there  are  but  few  fuch)  may  be 
raifed  up,  and  be  made  eminently  fuccefsfol  in  their  holy  endea-* 
vours,  to  the  enlargement  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  of  God; 
and  let  him  reign  in  this  land  for  ever  and  ever,  which  is  the 
heart's  defire  and  prayer  of  one  who  is 

Lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  faints^ 
London,  1689. 

INCREASE  MATHER. 


SERMON    L 

Rev.  iii.  ao, 

XBebold']  IJIand  at  the  door,  and  knock ;  if  any  man  hear  my  voice^ 
and  open  the  door^  I  tuill  come  in  to  him,  and  fup  with  him,  and  he 
vitb  me, 

THIS  day  hath  our  compafiionate  Redeemer  opened  unto  us 
a  door  of  liberty  j  liberty  to  us  to  preach,  and  liberty  for 
yoQ  to  hear  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gofpel.  This  is  a  day  few  look- 
ed for :  how  often  have  I  fiiid  in  the  years  that  are  paft,  God  bath 
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no  more  work  for  me  to  do,  and  I  (hall  have  no  more  ftrength 
and  opportunities  to  work  for  God  ?  And  how  often  have  you 
faid  in  your  hearth,  we  have  tinned  our  minifters  out  of  their 
ftdpiis^  and  our  eyes  ihall  no  more  behold  thofe  our  teachers  ? 
But  lo>  beyond  the  thoughts  of  mod  hearts,  a  wide  and  (I  hope) 
aa  effeAual  door  is  now  opened  in  the  midn;  of  us.  Oh !  that  it 
might  he  to  us  as  the  valley  of  Achor  was  to  Ifrael,  for  a  door  of 
iopff  Hof.  ]lu  15.  i.  e.  not  only  making  the  troubles  they  meet 
with  in  that  valley  an  inlet  to  their  mercies,  as  ours  have  been  to 
as ;  but  giving  them  that  valley  pigmris  nomtfie^  as  a  pledge  of 
greater  mercies  intended  for  them.  Upon  the  firft  appearance  of 
this  mercyi  my  next  thoughts  were  how  to  make  the  moft  fruit- 
ful improvement  of  it  amongft  you#  leA  we  (hould  twice  ftumble 
at  the  fame  fton'e,  and  fin  ourfelves  back  again  into  our  old  bon* 
dage. 

In  the  contemplation  of  this  matter,  the  Lord  directed  me  to  this 
fcripture,  wherein  the  fame  hand  that  opened  to  you  the  door  of 
liberty,  knocks  importunately  at  the  doors  of  your  hearts  for  en- 
trance into  them,  for  union  and  comnumion  with  them.  It  will 
be  fad  indeed  if  he  that  hath  let  you  into  all  thefe  mercies,  (hould 
himielf  be  (hut  out  of  your  hearts :  but  if  the  Lord  (hould  help 
you  to  open  your  hearts  now  to  Chrid,  I  doubt  not  but  this  door  of 
liberty  will  be  kept  open  to  you,  how  many  (bever  the  adverfaries 
i)e  that  envy  it,  and  will  do  their  utmofl  to  (liut  it  up,  Ezek.  xxxix* 
29.  The  mercies  you  enjoy  this  day,  are  the  fruits  of  Chrift's  in- 
terceffion  with  the  Father  for  one  trial  more :  if  wc  bring  forth 
fruit,  well ;  if  not,  « the  ax  iieth  at  the  root  of  the  tree."  Under 
this  confideration  I  defire.to  preach,  and  even  fo  the  Lord  help  you 
to  hear  what  (hall  be  fpoken  from  this  precious  fcripture,  Behold  I 
Jiand  at  the  door^  and  knocky  &c. 

Thefe  words  are  a  branch  of  that  excellent  epiftle  diftated  by 
Chri(V,  and  feht  by  his  fervant  John  to  the  church  of  Laodicea,  the 
moft  formal,  hypocritical,  and  degenerate  of  all  the  feven  churches; 
yet  the  great  Fh'Jidan  will  try  his  (kill  upon  them,  both  by  the  re- 
bukes of  the  rod,  verfe  19.  and  by  the  perfuafive  power  of  the  ' 
word ',  verfe  20,  Befiold  Ijland  at  the  door^  and  knocks  &c/ 

This  text  is  Chrift's  vooing  voice,  full  of  heavenly  rhetoric  to 
win  and  gain  the  hearts  of  (inncrs  to  himfelf  \  wherein  we  have 
thefe  two  general  parts. 

1.  Chrift's  fuit  for  a  (inner's  heart. 

2.  The  powerful  arguments  enforcing  his  fuit. 

Firft,  ChriJFs  fuit  for  a  ftnner^s  hearty  wherein  we  have  (i.) 
The  fokmn  preface,  nfhenng  it  in,  bihold ;  (2.)  The  fuit  itfelf. 
The  preface  is  exceeding  folcmn :  for  befide  the  common  ufe  of 
this  word  behold^  in  other  places,  to  excite  attention,  or  exaggerate 
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and  put  weight  into  an  affirmation  ;  it  (lands  here,  as  a  judicious 
expofilor*  notesi  as  a  term  of  nGtificailon  or  public  record^  wherein 
Chrift  takes  witnefles  of  the  moll  gracious  offer  he  was  now  about 
to  make  to  their  fouls,  and  will  have  it  ftand  in  perpetuam  rd 
mmcriamt  as  a  teflimony  for  or  againft  their  fouls  to  all  cternityt 
to  cut  off  all  excufes  and  pretences  for  time  to  come. 
2.  The  fnit  itfelf,  wherein  we  have, 

1.  The  Suitor,  Jefus  Chrift. 

2.  His  pofture  and  aAion ;  I  Jland  at  the  door  and  knock* 

3.  The  (nit  itfelf,  ^hich  is  for  opening,  if -any  man  open, 

1.  The  Alitor,  Chrift  himfelf,  I  Jland ;  I  that  have  a  right  of 
fovereignty  over  you ;  I  that  have  fhed  mj  invaluable  blood  to 
parchafe  you,  and  might  juClly  condemn  you  upon  the  firft  denial 
or  demur  ;  behold  I  Jland :  this  is  the  fuitor. 

2.  His  pofture  ami  aAion,  I  Jland  at  the  door^  and  knock  ;  the 
word  is  in  the  f  prefer  tenfe,  I  have  ftood,  but  being  here  joined 
with  another  verb  of  the  prefent  tenfe,  it  is  fitly  tranflated,  IJland^ 
yet  fo  as  that  it  notes  a  continual  ailion,  I  have  ftood,  and  do  ftill 
ftand  with  unwearied  patience ;  I  once  ftood  perfonally  and  bodily 
among  you  in  the  days  of  my  fie(h,  and  I  ftill  ftand  fpiritually  and 
reprefentatively  in  my  amhajfadors  at  the  door,  1.  e.  the  mind  and  con- 
fdence,  the  faculties  and  powers  which  are.introduAive  into  the 
whole  foul. 

The  word  door  is  here  properly  put  to  fignify  thofe  introduc- 
tive  faculties  of  the  (bul,  which  are  cf  a  like  ufe  to  it,  as  the  door 
is  to  the  houfe.  This  is  the  Redeemer's  pofture,  his  adion  is 
knocking,  i.  e.  his  %  poweriiil  eftay  and  gracious  attempts  to  open 
the  heart  to  give  him  admiftion.  The  word  knock  (ignifies  a  (h-ong 
and  powerful  knock ;  he  ftands  patiently,  and  knocks  powerfully 
by  the  word  outwardly,  by  the  convi^ons,  motions,  impulfes^ 
ftrivings,  and  inftigations  of  his  Spirit  inwardly. 

3.  The  delign  and  end  of  the  fuit ;  it  is  for  opening,  u  e.  con- 
fenting,  receiving,  embracing,  and  hearty  accepting  of  him  by  faith. 
AAsxvi.  14.  The  Lord  opened  the  heart  ofLydia,  i.  e.  perfuaded 
ber  (bul  to  believe  5  implying,  that  the  heart  by  nature  is  ftrongly 
barred  and  locked  up  againft  Chrift ;  and  that  nothing  but  a  powd- 
er from  him  can  open  it. 

Secondly,  The  powerful  arguments  and  motives  ufed  by  Chrift  to 
obtain  his  (bit,  and  get  a  grant  from  the  (inner's  heart ;  and  they 
are  drawn  from  two  ineftimable  benefits  accruing  to  the  opening  or 
believing  foul,  viz. 

*  Durham  on  the  place. 

i  Kpr«  X  nf»iCornu,  ^Jicjii  xi^v,  ^  ferjyncopen  s^imi. 
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1.  Union. 

2.  Communion  with  Chrif^. 

!•  Umon  :  I  will  come  in  to  him,  that  is,  I  will  unite  myfelf  wicll 
the  openingi  believmg  foul  ^  he  ihall  be  mydically  one  with  mcy 
sold  I  with  him. 

2.  Communion ;  /  will  /up  with  hinty  and  he  with  me ;  that  is,  I 
will  feaft  the  believing  foul  with  the  delicntes  of  heaven  :  fucb 
comforts,  fuch  joys,  fuch  pleafures,  as  none  in  the  workl  but  be- 
lievers are  capable  of. 

And,  to  fet  home  all,  thefe  ipecial  benefits  are  propoTed  by  Chrift 
to  an  forts  of  linners,  great  and  fmall,  old  and  young  ;  If  any  man 
'hear  my  voice  and  open  the  door :  That  fo  no  foul  might  be  difcoura« 
ged  from  believing,  by  the  greatnefs  or  multitude  of  his  fins,  but 
the  vileft  of  finners  may  fee  free  grace  triumphing  Over  all  their 
tmworthinefs,  upon  their  con£bnt  to  take  Chrift  according  to  the 
gracious  offers  of  the  gofpel. 

The  words  thus  opened,  afibrd  many  great  and  ufeful  points  of 
doArine,  comprehending  iti  them  the  very  fum  and  fubftance  of 
the  goipel.  The  firft,  which  arifeth  from  the  folemn  and  remark* 
able  preface.  Behold,  will  be  this : 

Dodl.  I.  That  every  offer  tfChrifi  to  the  fouls  of  finners  is  recorded 
and  wiinejed  with  refpeh  to  the.  day  of  account  and  rechoningm 

Here  we  (hall  enquire  into  three  things. 

1.  Who  are  God's  witnefies  to  all  gofpel  tenders. 

2.  What  are  the  objeft-matters  they  wittiefs  to. 

3*  Why  God  records  every  offer  of  Chrift,  and  takes  a  wit-^ 
ne&  thereof. 

L  Who  are  God's  witnefies  to  all  the  tenders  and  offers  made 
of  Chnft  by  the  gofpel,  and  they  will  be  found  to  be  more  than  a 
ftri£l  legal  number ;  for, 

I.  His  minifters,  by  whom  he  makes  them,  are  all  wtneffes  a» 
well  as  officers  of  Chrift  to  the  people.  A£ls  xxvi.  i6.  <<  I  have 
<<  appeared  unto  thee  for  tliis  purpofe,  to  make  thee  a  minifter  and 
«•  a  witnefs.**  Here  you  fee  minifters  have  a  double  office,  to  pro- 
pofe  and  offer  Chrift,  and  then  to  bear  witnefs  for  or  againft  thofe 
to  whom  he  is  thus  offered:  they  are  cxprefly  called  God's  witnefi[es» 
Rev.  xi.  6,  7.  Their  labours  witnefs,  their  fufierings  witnefs,  their 
fo]emn  appeals  to  God  witnefs  \  yea,  the  very  duft  of  their  feet 
ihaken  off  againft  the  refufers  of  Chrift,  turns  to  a  teftimony  againft 
them,  Mark  vi.  11.  Every  groan  and  figh,  every  drop  of  fweat» 
much  more  of  bloody  are  placed  in  God's  book  of  marginal  notes 
by  all  their  fermons  and  prayers,  and  will  be  produced  and  read  in 
the  great  day  againft  all  the  refufers  and  defpifers  of  Chrift. 
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i.  The  gofpel  itfelf^  which  is  preached  to  yoa>  is  a  teftimonj  or 
Witnefs  for  God,  or  againft  every  one  that  hears  it  j  John  xii.  48* 
"  He  that  rejeftcth  me,  and  rece'meth  not  my  words,  hath  one  that 
"  judgeth  him  ;  the  word  that  I  have  fpoken,  the  fame  (hall  judge 
"  him  in  the  laft  day.**  And  this  is  the  fenfe  of  Chrift's  woi^^ 
Matth.  XXIV.  14.  «  And  this  gofpel  of  the  kingdom  (hall  be  preach* 
"  ed  in  all  the  world  for  a  wi^nefs  to  all  nations,  and  then  mall  the 
"  end  come.**  Ah,  Lord,  what  a  folemn  record  b  here  !  every 
fcrmon  you  hear,  yea,  every  reproof,  perfaation,  and  convidtion,  la 
a  witnefe  for  God  to  call  and  condemn  every  foul  in  judgment  that 
complies  not  immediately  with  the  calls  of*  the  gofpel:  fo  many 
fermons,  fo  many  witneffes. 

3.  Every  man  s  conference  is  a  witnefs  for  God,  that  he  hath  a 
fair  offer  once  made  him :  the  very  confciences  of  the  Heathens 
that  never  faw  a  Bible,  that  had  no  other  preachers  hut  the  fun, 
moon,  and  ilars,  and  other  works  of  nature  ;  yet  of  them  the  apof^ 
tie  faith,  Rom.  ii.  ij.  "  That  they  fliew  the  work  of  the  law 
*'  written  in  their  hearts,  their  confcience  alfo  bearing  them  wit- 
'<  nefs,  and  their  thoughts  the  mean  while  accufing  or  elfc  excufing 
**  one  another.*'  Certainly  if  fuch  vigour  and  aftivity  was  put  in- 
to the  confcieaces  of  iteathensy  who  could  only  read  the  will  of 
God  by  the  dim  moon-light  of  natural  reafon;  how  much  more  vi- 
gorous and  a^ve  will  confcience  be  in  its  accufing  office  againft  all 
that  live. under  the  bright  beams  of  gofpel-light  ?  Their  confciences 
will  be  fwift  witneffes,  and  will  ring  fad  peals  in  their  ears  another 
day,  Ezek.  ii.  5.  "  You  (hall  know  that  there  hath  been  a  prophet 
"  among  you.'*  This  fingle  witnefs  it  inftead  of  a  thoufand  wit- 
neffes for  God. 

4.  Th^  examples  of  all  thofe  that  do  believe  and  obey  the  goO. 
pel,  are  fo  many  witneffes  for  God  againft  the  defpifers  and  neg- 
Icfters  of  the  great  falvation.  Every  mourning,  trembling  foul 
among  you  is  a  witnefs  againft  all  the  dead-hearted,  unbelieving,  diC- 
obedient  ones,  that  fit  with  them  under  the  fame  ordinances. 
Hence  it  is  faid,  i  Cor.  vi.  2.  "  Know  ye  not  that  the  faints  £hall 
"  judge  the  world  ?'*  They  (hall  be  affeffors  with  Chrift  in  the 
g^eat  day,  and  condemn  the  world  by  their  examples,  as  Noah  did 
the  old  world.  Thus  John,  Matth.  xxi.  32.  came  unto  you  in  the 
'VDoj^righieoufnefsy  and  ye  believed  htm  not,  but  the  publicans  and  har^ 
ys  believed  him  ;  and  ye  nvhen  ye  hadfeen  it,  repented  not  afternvards 
that  ye  might  believe  himy  q.  d.  What  fliift  did  you  make  to  quiet 
your  confciences,  and  ftifle  your  convi^ions,  when  you  faw  /«i- 
licaniy  the  worft  of  men,  and  harlots,  the  worft  of  women,  re- 
penting, believing,  and  hungering  after  Chrift !  their  examples 
fliall  be  your  judges,     Thefc  are  God's  witneffes. 

Vol.  IV.  D 
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n.  Next  let  us  confidcr  what  arc  the  objeB  matter  unto  which 
they  give  their  teftimony,  and  that  will  be  found  two-fold,  accord- 
ing to  the  two-fold  event  the  gofpcl  hath  upon  them  that  hear  it ; 
of  both  which  the  apoftle  gives  this  account,  2  Cor.  ii.  16.  "  Unto 
**  fome  we  are  the  favour  of  life  unto  life,  and  unto  others  the 
**  fevour  of  death  unto  death.**  Accordingly  adouble  record  is  made. 
I.  Of  the  obedience  and  faith  of  fome,  which  record  will  be 
produced  to  their  joy  and  comfort  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  5  when 
hejball  come  to  he  ghrifitd  in  his  faints^  and  to  he  admired  in  all  tbefn 
that  bdieve  ;  hecaufe  our  tejlimony  among  you  tvas  helieved  in  that  day, 
Minifters  arc  inftruments  of  c(*poufing  fouls  to  Chri{^,  and  witnefies 
to  t^fe  efpoufals  and  contra^s  made  betwixt  him  and  them,  2 
Cor.  xi.  2.  Both  thefe  offices  are  exceeding  grateful  and  plea- 
iant  to  every  faithful  miniiter. 

2I  A  record  is  made,  and  witnefs  taken  of  all  the  refufals,  dis- 
obedience and  flightings  of  Chrift  by  others.  Thus  Mofes  will  be 
the  accufer  of  the  Jews,  John  v.  45.  "  Do  not  think  I  will  accufe 
«*  you  to  the  Father;  there  is  one  that  accufeth you,. even  Mofes^ 
««  in  whom  you  truft."  This  is  the  faddeft  part  of  a  minifter's 
work;  the  fore-thoughts  of  it  are  more  afflictive  than  all  our 
labours  and  fufierings.  There  is  a  three-fold  record  made  in  this 
cafe:  (i.)  Of  the  time  men  have  enjoyed  under  the  means  of 
falvation ;  how  many  years  tjiey  have  fat  barren  and  dead-hearted 
under  the  labours  of  God's  fiiithful  minifters ;  Luke  xiii.  7.  <<  Be* 
«*  hold  thefe  three  years  I  come  feeking  fruit  on  this  fig-tree,  and 
' ««  find  none."  Behold,  the  laqie  term  of  notification  with  that  in 
the  text,  applied  to  the  time  of  God's  patience  towards  them.  And 
ag^in,  Jer.  xxv.  3.  "  From  the  thirteenth  year  of  Jofiah^  even 
«  unto  this  day,  (that  is,  the  three  and  twentieth  year)  the  word 
<<  of  the  Lord  hath  come  unto  me,  and  I  have  fpoken  unto  you 
«  rifing  early,  and  fpeaking,  but  ye  have  not  hearkened.'*  O  con- 
fidcr, all  the  years  and  days  you  have  fpent  under  the  gofpcl,  are 
upon  your  doomfday  book.  (2.)  Records  are  alfo  made  of  all  the 
inftruments  that  ever  God  employed  for  the  converfion  and  falva- 
tion of  your  fouls.  So  many  minifters,  whether  fixed  or  tranfient, 
as  have  fpent  their  labours  upon  you,  are  upon  the  book  of  your 
account.  Jer.  xxv.  4,  "The  Lord  hath  fent  unto  you  all  his 
«  fervants,  the  prophets,  rifing  early,  and  fending  them;  but  ye 
•<  have  not  hearkened,  nor  inclined  your  car  to  hear."  They 
have  wafted  their  lungs,  dropt  their  compafiSonate  tears,  and  burnt 
down  one  after  another,  as  candles  to  direft  you  to  Chrift  and 
falvation,  but  all  in  vain.  (3.)  Every  call,  perfuafion  and  argument, 
ufed  by  them  to  efpoufe  you  to  Chrift,  is  likcwifc  upon  the  book  of 
account.  Prov.  i.  24,  25.  "  Becaufe  I  have  called  and  ye  refufed, 
«  I  have  firetcbed  out  my  hanii>  and  no  man  regarded ;  but  ye  kavc 
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^  fet  at  nought  all  raj  counfels,  and  would  none  of  my  reprooE.^ 
Thefe  calls  and  counfels  are  of  too  great  value  with  God  (though 
of  none  with  you)  to  be  lofl  and  left  out  of  your  account. 

III.  We  ihall,  in  the  laft  place,  iaquire  into  the  grounds  and 
reafons  of  thefe  judicial  procedures  of  God,  why  he  will  have  every 
man's  obedience  and  diibbedieace  regiftered,  and  witnefied  for  or 
againft  hinii  under  goipel  adminlftrations ;  and  there  are  two 
weighty  reafons  thereof. 

1.  That  wherever  the  end  of  the  gofpel  is  attained  in  the  €0»- 
verfion  of  any  foult  that  foul,  and  all  that  were  inftrumentally  enw 
piojed  about  the  falvation  of  it,  may  have  the  proper  reward  and 
cQmjfbrt  in  the  great  day,  2  Cor.  i.  14.  <<  As  aUb  you  have  ac- 
**  knowledged  us  in  part,  that  we  are  your  rejcHcing,  even  as  ye 
'^  alio  are  ours  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jefus.**  This  wiU  be  matter 
of  joy  uafpeakable,  both  to  you  that  fliall  receive,  and  to  them 
that  (hall  give  fuch  a  comfortable  teftimony  for  you.  O  the  joyful 
congratulations  that  will  be  in  that  day  between  laborious,  fsuthftil 
miniflers,  and  their  believing,  obedient  hearers  !  Lord,  this  was 
the  Uefled  inftrument  of  my  happy  illumination  and  converfion  ; 
though  I  might  have  ten  thoufand  mfhni^rs  in  Chrift,  yet  not 
ffiany  fathers  j  for  by  the  bleffing  of  thy  Spirit  upon  this  man^s 
inimflry,  ^y  Ib'ul  was  begotten  to  Chrift.  >  And,  on  the  other 
fide ;  Lord,  thefe  are  the  fouls  for  whom  I  travailed,  as  in  birth, 
until  Chrift  was  formed  in  theou  It  is  a  glorious  thing  to  fay,  as 
the  prophet,  «  Here  am  I,  and  the  children  God  hath  given  me.*' 

Nay,  thole  that  were  isur  collaterally  ufeful  to  hdp  on  the  work 
of  God  begun  by  others,  mufi  not  lofe  their  reward  in  that  day. 
John  iv.  36.  **  And  he  that  reapeth  receiveth  wages,  and  gathereth 
*'  fruit  unto  eternal  life,  that  both  he  that  fbweth  and  he  that 
**  reapeth  may  rejoice  together.** 

2.  Records  are  now  made,  and  witnefles  taken,  that  thereby 
the  judicial  ientence  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  the  laft  day  may  be  made 
clear  and  perfpicuous^o  all  the  world ;  that  every  mouth  may  be 
flopped,  and  no  plea,  or  apology  left  in  the  mouth  of  any  con* 
demned  fbner.  For  Chrift,  in  that  day,  cometb,  Jude  1$.  to 
convince  all  that  are  ungodly;  to  convince  by  demonftration,  that  all 
that  are  Chriftlefs  now,  may  be  found  fpeechleis  then,  Matth.  xxii. 
12.  Hence  it  is  faid,  P(alm  i.  5.  Thca  the  mncked  Jhall  mtjiand^ 
^  rife  up  in  the  judgment*  And  no  wonder,  when  fo  many  full 
teftimonies,  and  unexceptionable  witnefies  fhall  come  point  blank 
%ainft  them,  the  minklers  that  preached,  the  word  they  preached, 
their  own  coniciences,  and  the  examples  of  all  believers  will  be 
produced  s^inft  them. 

ifi  Inference.  The  undmhted  certainty  of  a  day  of  judgment  is 
&Kr<  evinced.    To  what  pui^ofe  elfe  are  records  made,  and  witnef- 
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fes  takeii»  but  with  refpcA  to  an  audit-day  ?  Tliis  is  a  truth  fealed 
upon  the  confcience  of  the  very  heathens,  Rom.  ii.  15.  Their  con^* 
fciences  hear  nvitnefs.  But  in  vain  are  all  thefe  records  made,  unlefs 
there  be  a  day  to  produce  and  plead  them  \  and  of  that  day  the 
prophet  Daniel  fpeaks,  Dan.  vii.  10.  <*  The  judgment  was  fet, 
^<  and  the  books  were  opened."  And  again,  Rev.^x.  12.  *«  And 
*<  I  faw  the  dead,  fmall  and  great,  fland  before  God,  and  the 
«^  books  were  opened,  and  another  book  was  opened  which  is  the 
«  book  of  life;  and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of  thofe  things 
^«  which,  were  written  in  the  book,  according  to  their  works.** 

Believe  it,  friends,  thefe  are  no  devifed  fables,  but  mofl  awful 
and  infallible  truths;  according  to  the  faving  efie£b  the  gofpel 
now  hath,  it  will  be  a  time  of  refrefliing  to  our  fouls,  A£ls  iii.  19. 
to  all  others  a  day  of  terror,  wrath,  and  amazement,  2  Thcff.  i.  7, 
8.  "  The  day  in  which  the  Lord  Jefus-fhall  be  revealed  from  hea- 
<<  ven  with  his  mighty  angels  in  iSaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on 
i*  them  that  know  n6t  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gofpel  of  our 
f<  LordJefusChrift. 

tJ  Infer.  What  a  fpur  is  here  to  mintftertal  diligetjce  and  faithful-' 
fiefs  /  It  is  an  awful  work  that  is  under  our  hands  ;  the  effects  of 
the  gofpel  which  we  preach,  will  be  ^e  favour  of  Itfepr  death  to 
them  that  hear  us.  If  the  Lord  profpcr  it  in  our  hahds,  we  (hall 
be  witneffes  for  you,  it  will  be  an  addition  to  our  glory  in  heaven  ; 
Dan.  xii.  3.  "  They  that  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs,  fliall  ihinc 
<«  as  the  farightnefs  of  the  firmament,  and  as  the  ftars  for  ever  and 
^  ever.  •'  But  if  we  be  ignorant,  laey,  men-pleafers,  our  people 
will  come  in  as  fwift  witneffes  againA  us,  and  their  blood  will  be 
required  at  our  hands ;  it  will  be  an  intolerable  aggravation  to  our 
mifery  in  hell,  to  have  any  that  fat  under  our  miniftry  thus  up- 
braiding us  !  O  cruel  man!  thoufanveft  my  foul  in  danger  ^  and  never 
dealtfl faithfully  and  plainly  with  me ,-  the  fame  time  and  hrath  that  ivas 
fpent  in  idle  and  worldly  dtfcourfe^  might  have  been  inflrumental  to  ha^te 
faved  me  from  this  place  of  torment.  Let  mihifters  confider  them- 
felves  as  witneffes  for  God,  and  their  people  as  witneffes  for  or 
againft  them  ;  and  under  that  confideration,  fo  fludy,  preach  and 
pray,  that  they  may  with  Paul  take  God  to  record,  that  they  are 
free  from  the  blood  of  all  men  ;  no  fort  of  men  upon  earth  have 
more  fpufs  to  diligence  and  faithfrilnefs  than  we  have. 

,  3//  Infer.  What  a  pill  is  this  to  purge  formality  out  of  all  that  bear 
us  ?  Every  fabbath,  every  fermon,  is  recorded  in  heaven  for  or 
againft  your  fouls  ;  at  what  rate  foever  you  attend  to  the  word,  all 
that  you  hear  is  fet  down  in  the  book  of  your  account :  think  not 
you  ihall  return  as  you  came,  the  word  will  have  its  cffeft  and  end, 
}t  (hall  not  return  in  vain,  Ifa.  Iv.  i  r.  but  fball  accompHfli  the 
.  end  fpr  which  it  is  fent.     The  decrees  of  heaven  are  executed  by 
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tlie  gofpcli  ibme  fouls  (haUbe  qukkenedi  and  others  ihallbeflaia 
by  the  word  of  God's  mouth.  The  gofpel  is  a  river  of  the  waters 
of  lifei  which  quickens  and  refrcfhes  every  thing  that  lives  v  but 
the  miry  and  marfhy  places  (hall  not  be  healed.  How  weighty 
therefore  is  that  caution  of  our  Lord,  Luke  viii.  1 8.  Take  heed  how 
jsu  heaiTf  When  you  come  under,  an  ordinance!  you  are  fowing 
feed  for  eternity,  which  will  fpring  up  in  the  world  to  come. 
Preaching  end  hearing  may  be  coniidered  two  ways,  ph^ically  or 
morally;  in  the  former  refpcft,  thefe  afts  arc  quickly  over  and  pais 
away.  I  (hall  by  and  by  have  done  preaching,  and  you  hearing  \ 
this  fermon  will  be  ended  in  a  little  time,  but  the  confequence^ 
thereof  will  abide  for  ever  !  Therefore,  for  the  Lord's  fake,  away 
with/ormality ;  no  more  drowfy  eyes  or  wandering  thoughts.  Oh, 
when  you  come  to  attend  upon  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel,  that  fuch 
thoughts  as  thefc  might  prepare  your  minds  !  The  word  I  am  go- 
ing to  hear  will  quicken  or  kill,  fave  or  damn  my  foul ;  if  I  fit  dead 
under  it,  and  return  barren  from  it,  I  (hall  wi(h  one  day  that  I 
had  never  feen  the  face  of  that  minider,  nor  beard  his  voice  that 
preached  it. 

4/A  Infer.  What  a  dreadful  condition  are  all  thofe  in  that  are  real 
and  prof ejfed  enemies  to  the  gofpel^  and  them  that  preach  it  I  That  in- 
(Icad  of  embracing  and  obeying  the  meffage  of  the  gofpel,  rcjeft 
and  deijpife  it ;  inftead  of  opening  their  hearts  to  receive  it,  open 
thdr  blafphemous  mouths  againft  it,  to  deride  it,  and  hifs  it  (if  it 
were  poffible)  out  of  the  world.  Ah !  what  a  book  of  remembrance 
is  written  for  fuch  men  ?  I  fear  there  never  was  an  age,  fincc 
C^ftismity  blcffed  this  nation,  that  was  more  deeply  drenched  in 
the  guilt  of  this  fin  than  the  prcfent  age.  How  are  the  meflengers 
of  the  gofpel  (lighted  and  rejected  ?  What  have  we  done  to  de- 
fcrvc  it  i  Is  not  oar  cafe  this  day  much  like  that  of  the  prophet  ? 
"  Shall  evil  be  recompenfed  for  good  ?  For  they  have  digged  a 
"  pit  for  my  foul ;  remember  that  I  fiood  before  t^ee  to  (peak 
"  good  for  Ihem,  and  tp  turn  away  thy  wrath  from  them,"  Jer. 
xviii.  20.  What  brutifli  madnefs  hath  poflefled  the  fouls  of  thefe 
men  i  But  alas  !  it  is  not  fo  much  they,  as  Satan  afting  in  them  ; 
he  is  a  jealous  prince,  the  gofpel  alarms  him,  his  fubjefts  arc  in 
danger  of  revolting  from  liim  :  no  wonder  therefore  he  makes  an 
outcry  at  the  liberty  of  the  gofpel,  as  is  ufed  to  be  made  when 
an  ehemy  invades  a  kingdom.  In  this  cafe  Chrift  direfts  his  mi- 
nifkers  to  (hake  off  the  duft  of  their  feet  for  a  teftimony  agamft 
them,  Mark  vi.  11.  The  fignification  and  meaning  whereof  is 
this,  that  look  as  you  (hake  off  the  duft  of  your  ff,et,  even  fo  Jefus 
Chrift  will  (hake  off  thofe  men  that  dcfpife  the  gofpel,  and  abufe 
{lis  meflengers. 

5/A  Infer.  Hence  it  likcwife  follows,  That  the  cafe  of  the  Pagan 
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voorldivill  heeajier  in  the  day  of  judgment  ^  than  theirs  that  live  and  die 
unregenerate  and  difobedient  under  the  go/pel  of  Chrift,  There  arc 
more  witnelles  prepared,  and  records  filled  againft  the  day  of  your 
account,  than  can  poifible  be  againft  them :  they  have  abufed  but 
one  talentj  the  light  of  nature  ;  but  wc  thoufands,  even  as  many 
thoufands  as  we  have  had  opportunities  and  calls  under  the  gofpel. 
Upon  thij  account  Chrift  faith,  *<  Whofoever  ihall  not  receive 
«*  you,  nor  hear  your  words,  fhakeoff  the  duft  of  your  feet.  Vc- 
<«  rily,  I  fay  unto  you,  it  fliall  be  more  tolerable  for  the  land  of 
^<  Sodom  and  Gomorrha  in  the  day  of  judgment,  than  for  that 
•«  city,**  Mat.  x.  14, 15. 

Ah,  what  a  fearful  aggravation  doth  it  put  upon  our  fin  and 
mifery,  that  we  are  not  only  accountable  for  all  the  light  w/e  had, 
but  for  all  that  we  might  have  had  in  the  gofpel-day !  Capernaum 
was  lifted  up  to  heaven  in  the  enjoyment  of  means  and  precious 
opportunities.  Mat.  xi.  23.  and  had  an  anfwerable  downfal  into 
the  depth  of  mifery  from  that  height  of  mercy  \  as  the  higher  any 
one  b  lifted  up  upon  a  rack,  the  more  terrible  is  the  jerk  he  receives 
by  the  fall. 

6th  Infer.  Laftly.  Hence  it  appears,  That  the  day  of  judgment  muji 
certainly  take  up  a  va/ifpace  ^time :  For  if  God  will  bring  every 
thing  into  judgment,  Ecclehxii.  14.  not  only  iinful  a£tioQS,  but 
words,  Matth.  xii.  36.  not  only  words,  but  heart-fecrets,  Rom. 
u.  16.  If  all  the  records  and  reglfters  now  made,  fhall  then  be 
opened  and  read  \  all  the  witneiles  for  or  againft  every  man  exa^ 
mined  and  heard  \  judge  then  what  a  vaft  fpace  of  time  will  that 
great  day  take  up.  Some  divines  are  of  opinion  it  may  laft  as  long 
as  the  world  hath  lafted  ;  but  this  is  fure,  things  will  not  be  hud- 
led  up,  nor  fhuffled  over  in  hafte :  you  have  taken  your  time  for 
finning,  and  God  will  take  his  time  for  judging. 

Confider  the  multitudes,  multitudes  without  number,  that  are 
to  be  judged  in  that  day,  even  all, the  pofterity  of  Adam,  which 
are  as  the  fand  upon  the  fea-fhore  \  that  not  only  fo  many  per- 
fons,  but  all  that  they  have  done,  muft  come  into  judgment,  even 
the  very  thoughts  of  their  hearts,  which  never  came  to  the  know- 
ledge of  men  ;  their  confciences  to  be  interrogated,  all  other  wit- 
neftes  fully  heard  and  examined  :  how  great  a  day  muft  this  day  of 
the  Lord  then  be  ? 

The  fecond  Ufe. 

But  the  main  ufe  of  this  point  will  be  for  exhortation^  that  feeing 
all  the  offers  of  Chrift  are  recorded,  and  witnefled,  with  refpeA  to 
a  day  of  account,  every  one  of  you  would  therefore  immediately  em- 
brace the  prcfent  gracious  tender  of  Chrift  in  the  gofpel,  as  ever 
you  expe£t  to  be  acc^uitted  and  cleared  in  that  great  day  :  take  heed 
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of  denials,  nay,  of  delays  and  demurs.  "  For  if  the  word  ipoken 
*<  by  angels  was  ftedfaft,  and  every  tranrgreffion  and  difobedience 
"  received  a  juft  recompcncc  of  reward  ;  how  (hall  we  cfcapc  if 
"  we  negledl  fo  great  a  falvation  ?*'  Heb.  ii.  2,  3.  The  queftion 
is  put,  but  no  anrwcr  made  j  Hfywfiall  we  efcape  ?  The  wifdom  of 
men  and  angels  cannot  tell  how.  To  enforce  this  exhortation,  I 
fhall  prefent  you  with  ten  weighty  conflderations  upon  the  mattfr, 
which  the  Lord  follow  home,  by  the  bleffing  of  his  Spirit  upon  all 
jour  hearts. 

1.  Confider  how  invaluable  a  mercy  it  is  that  you  are  yet  within  the 
reach  of  offered  grace*  The  mercies  that  ftaiid  in  offer  before  yoa 
this  day,  were  never  fet  before  the  angels  that  fell ;  no  mediator 
was  ever  appointed  for  them.  O  aftonifhing  mercy  !  that  thofe 
veflels  of  gold  (hould  be  caft  into  evcrlaftmg  fire,  and  fuch  clay 
veflels  as  we  are,  thus  put  into  a  capacity  of  greater  happinefs  than 
ever  they  fell  from ;  nay,  the  mercy  that  ftands  before  you  is  not 
only  denied  to  the  angels  that  fell,  but  to  the  greatcft  part  of  your 
fcDow<reatures  of  the  fame  rank  and  dignity  with  you :  **  He 
<<  (heweth  his  word  to  Jacob,  his  ftatutes  and  his  judgments  unto 
**  Ifrael,  he  hath  not  dealt  fo  with  any  other  nation,  and  as  for  his 
"  judgments  they  have  not  known  them  :  Praife  ye  the  Lord,** 
PfaLadvii.  19,  20.  A  mercy  defervedly  celebrated  with  a  joyful 
Meligab.  What  vaft  traBs  are  there  in  the  habitable  world, 
where  the  name  of  Chriil  is  unknown  !  it  is  your  fpccial  mercy  to 
be  bom  in  a  land  of  bibles  and  minifters,  where  it  is  as  difficult 
for  you  to  avoid  and  fliun  the  light,  as  it  is  for  others  to  behold 
and  enjoy  it. 

2.  Confider  the  naturcy  weighty  and  worth  of  the  mercies  which 
ore  this  day  freely  offered  you.  Certainly  they  are  mercies  of  the 
firfk  rank,  the  moft  ponderous,  precious,  and  neceflfary  among  all 
the  mercies  of  God.  Chrift  the  firil-bom  of  mercies,  and  in  him 
pardon,  peace,  and  eternal  fahation  are  fet  before  you :  it  were 
sSonifhing  to  foe  a  ftarving  man  refufing  offered  bread,  or  a  con- 
demned man  a  gracious  pardon.  Lord !  what  a  compofition  of 
floth  and  ftupidity  are  we,  that  <fe  fhould  need  fo  many  entreaties 
to  be  happy. 

3.  Con/uUr  who  it  is  that  makes  thefe  gracious  tenders  of  par ^ 
<^^^i  peace,  and  falvation,  to  you ;  even  that  God  whom  you  have  fo 
deeply  wronged,  whofe  laws  you  have  violated,  whofe  mercies  you 
^3ve  fpurned,  and  whofe  wrath  you  have  juftly  incenfed.  His  pa- 
nence  groans  under  the  burden  of  your  daily  provocations;  he 
lofes  nothhig  if  you  Mt  danmed,  and  receives  no  benefit  if  you  be 
Taved ;  yet  the  firft  motions  of  mercy  and  falvation  to  you  freely 
2rife  out  of  his  grace  and  good  pleafurc.  God  intrcats  you  to  be 
reconciled,  %  Cor/  v.  20.    The  bleffed  Lord  Jcfiis,  whofe  blood 
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thy  fins  have  fhcdj  now  freely  offers  that  blood  for  thy  reconcih's- 
tioii)  jufHficatioii)  and  falvatiou,  if  thou  wilt  but  fincqrely  accept 
him  ere  it  be  too  late< 

4.  RjtfieEl  ferioujly  upon  your  own  vilenefs^  to  whom  fuch  graci^ 
OUT  offers  of  peace  and  mercy  are  made.  Thy  fins  have  fet  thee  at 
as  great  adidance  from  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  pardon,  as 
any  iinner  in  the  world.  Confider  man,  what  thoa  haft  bceny 
what  thou  haft  done,  and  what  vaft  heaps  of  guilt  thou  haft  con- 
tra^ed  by  a  life  of  fin ;  and  yet  that  unto  thee  pardon  and  peace 
fliouid  be  offered  ip  Chrift  after  fuch  a  life  of  rebellioni  how  afto- 
iufbing  is  the  mercy !  the  Lord  is  contented  to  p<\fs  by  all  thy  former 
rebellions,  thy  deep-dyed  tranigreiCons,  and  to  fign  an  a6l  of  obli- 
Tion  for  all  that  is  paft,  if  now  at  laft  thy  heart  relent  for  fin,  and  thy 
will  bow  in  obedience  to  the  great  commands  and  cs^lls  of  the  gof- 
pd»  Ifa.  iy.  2,  &c.  and  i.  1 8. 

5.  Confider  how  matiy  offers  of  mercy  you  have  already  rejufedy  and 
that  every  refufal  is  recorded  againjl  you :  how  long  have  you  tried,  and 
even  tried  tljc  patience  of  God  already,  and  thgit  this  may  be  the  laft 
overture  of  grace  that  ever  God  will  make  to  your  fouls.  Certain-' 
ly  there  is  an  ofirr  that  will  be  the  laft  offer,  a  driving  of  the  Spi- 
rit which  will  be  his  laft  ftriving ;  and  after  that  no  more  offers 
without  you,  no  more  motions  or  ftrivings  within  you  for  ever-' 
more.  The  treaty  is  then  ended,  and  your  laft  neglect  or  rejec- 
tion of  Chrift  recorded  againft  the  day  of  your  account;  and  what 
if  this  fhould  prove  to  be  that  laft  tender  of  grace  which  muft  con- 
clude the  treaty  betwixt  Chrift  and  you  I  What  undone  wretches 
muft  you  then  be,  with  whom  fo  gracious  a  treaty  breaks  oflTupoiv 
fuch  dreadful  terms. 

<S.  Confider  well  the  reafonable^  fnildy  and  gracious  nature  of  the  gof^ 
ptUtermSy  on  which  life  and  pardon  are  offered  to  youy  A  As  XX.  21. 
The  gofpel  requires  nothing  of  you  but  repentance  and  faith.  Can 
you  think  it  hard  when  a  prince  pardons  a  rebel,  to  require  him 
to  fall  upon  his  knees,  and  ftretch  forth  a  willing  and  thankful 
hand  to  receive  his  pardon  ?  Your  repentance  and  faith  are  much 
of  the  fame  nature.  Here  is  no  legal  fatisfadioh  required  at  your 
hands,  no  reparation  of  the  injured  law  by  your  doings  or  fufier-* 
ings,  but  a  hearty  forrow  for  fins  committed,  fincere  purpofes  and 
endeavours  after  new  obedience,  and  a  hearty,  thankful  accepta- 
tion of  Chrift  your  Saviour  ;  and  for  your  encouragement  herein, 
his  Spirit  ftands  ready  to  furniili  you  with  powers  and  abilities; 
«  Turn  ye  at  my  reproof ;  behold  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  unto 
•*  you,  I  will  make  known  my  words  unto  you,"  Prov.  i.  23. 
And  Ifa.  xxvi.  12"  Lord>  thou  haft  wrought  all  our  works  in 
«  us."  , 

7.  Again.  Confider  how  your  way  to  Chrift^  by  repentance  andfaithy 
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ishesUnbefiri  you^bjtbatifandsofjinnersfirjfnir  Tou 

are  not  the  firft  that  erer  adTcntured  jFour  fouls  in  this  path: 
makitudes  are  gone  befcnre  you^  and  that  under  as  much  guik,  fcar^ 
and  difcouragement  as  you  that  come  after  can  pretend  onto  |  and 
lioi  a  man  among  them  itpttlied  of  difcooraffed :  here  they  hsre 
found  reft  and  peaci^  to  their  weary  ibidsy  Heb.  iv.  3.  A&i  xiiL 
39.  Here  the  gfieatefft  of  flnnen  have  been  fet  ftirth  fiir  an  en* 
fample  to  you  that  ihotdd  atftefwards  beliete  on  hk  namei  i  Tim* 
i.  16.  Toti  fee  if  you  will  not,  others  will  joyfiilly  accept  the  o& 
fen  of  Chrift  \  what  difcouragements  hate  yc^  that  they  IukI  not? 
Or  vfaat  greaftef  ^  encouj^gements^had.  they  whidi  God  hatk  aoC 
given  you  this  day  i  therefore  they  (hall  be  your  jifdgeitf    ^ 

8.  Om/ider  the  great  hazard  of  theft  precious  fetfms  you  now  toyofm 
(^rtunity  is  the  golden  fpot  of  time,  but  it  is  tita^  kUe,  • 
very  flippery  and  uncertain  thing :  great  and  manifold  are  the  hi^ 
zards  and  contingencies  attendilng  it.  Tofir  life  is  immediately 
oncertain,  your  breath  Continuallr  going  in  yodr  noftrils  |  and  that 
which  is  every  moment  going,  will  be  gone  at  laft«  The  golpel  it 
as  uncertain  as  your  life ;  God  hath  made  no  fuch  fettlement  of  kf 
but  that  he  may  at  pleafure  remove  it,  and  will  certainly  do  (b  if  we 
thus  trifle  under  it  ^  it  is  but  a  candleftick,  though  a  golden  one^ 
Rev.  ii.  5.  and  that  you  all  know  is  a  moveable  thing  i  and  not 
only  yoor  life,  and  the  means  of  your  eternal  life,  I  mean  the  goC» 
pel,  are  uncertain  thfatgs ;  but  even  the  motions  and  ftrivings  of 
the  Spirit  with  your  feuls  are  as  uncertain  as  either.  *<  Work  out 
«  yoiur  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling }  for  it  b  God  that 
^  worketh  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafnre»^ 
PhiL  ii.  J  2,  13.  That  God  now  works  with  you  is  matter  of  great 
encouragement  to  your  work :  but  that  he  works  at  his  own  ple»» 
fure,  as  a  free  arbitrary  agent,  who  can  ceafe  when  he  pleafes,  and 
never  give  but  one  knock  at  your  hearts  more,  fhould  make  yoo 
vork  with  fear,  and  trembling. 

9.  Think  nohat  a  fearful  aggravation  it  will  be  hoth  of  your  Jin  and 
^fin*  toptrr/h  in  thejtght  and  prefence  of  an  offered  remedy  ;  tofnk 
iiUo  bell  ittwixt  the  out-flr etched  arms  of  a  compajfonate  Redeemer^  that 
^audd  have  gathered  youy  hut  you  nvou/dnot. 

Heathens,  yea  devils  will  upbraid  you  in  hell  for  fuch  unac* 
countabie  folly  and  defpcrate  madnefs :  heathens  will  fay,  Alas, 
wc  had  but  the  dim  moon-ltght  of  nature,  which  did  indeed  dif- 
covcr  fin,  but  not. Chrift  the  remedy.  Ah,  had  your  preachers  and 
jour  Ixbles  been  ient  among  us,  how  gladly  would  we  have  em- 
braced them  !  fiurely  faith  God  to  Ezckicl,. «  had  I  fent  thee  to 
"  them,  thcy^  would  have  hearkened  unto  thee,"  Ezek.  iii.  5,  6, 
Matth.  xi.  ai.    The  very  devils  will  upbraid  you  i  O  if  God  had 
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font  a  Mediator  in  our  nature,  we  had  never  rcjefled  him  as  joti 
tiaive  done ;  but  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels. 

lo.  Lafttyt  Hovf  clear  as  vfeHasfure^  will  your  condemtHitioH  he  in 
the  grtftff  day^  ag(Unft  nuhomfuch  a  cloud  oj  vntnejpts  will  appear  !  O 
l^ow:  manifeft  will  the  righteouTners  of  God  be  !  men  and  angels 
ibs^l  applaud  the  rei|ten<;e,  and  your  own  confciences  (hall  ac- 
kaM)wle4ge  the  equity  of  it,  Ypu  that  are  cbriJHefs  now,  will  be 
^chiefs  then,  Mattb.  xxii.  ii.  "Knowing  thercfow  the  terrors 
f»  of  th^  Lord,  we  pcrfuade  men,"  2  Cor.  v,  1 1.  as  one  that  trcm- 
l^feft  to  think  pf  being  fumoidned  as  a  wimefs  againQ:  any  of  your 
fouils.  Q  that  I  might  be  your  rejoicing,  and  you  mine  in  the 
day  of  our  Lord  Jeiiis  Chrift. 


SERMON    IL 

Rev.  ill.  20. 
Behold  [/]  Jland  at  the  door^  &c. 

MAYING,  in  the  former  fermon,  pondered  Chrift^s  folenrn 
>  preface  to  his  earned:  fuit ;  the  next  thing  that  comes  ui>* 
\r  confideration,  is  the  per/on  foliciting  and  pleading  for  adoiif- 
fion  into  the  hearts  of  finners,  which  is  Chrift  tumfetf. 

Behold  {_l'\  Jland.  The  only  difficulty  here  is  rightly  to  appro* 
hend  the  manner  01  Chrift^s  prefence  in  gofpeUadminiftrations  \  for 
it  is  manifeft  the  perfon  of  Chrift  was  at  this  time  in  heaven  ;  hi$ 
bodily  prefence  was  removed  from  this  lower  world  above  fixty 
yes^  before  this  ejMftle  was  written  to  the  Laodiceans.  John's  ba* 
niihment  into  Patmos  is  by  Eufebius,  out  of  Ipenaeus  and  Clemens 
Alexandrinus,  placed  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  emperor  Domi* 
tian,  and  under  his  iecond  perfecution,  which  was  about  the  nine- 
ty feventh  year  from  the  birth  of  Chrift. 

Yet  here  he  faith,  Behold  I  Jland ;  not  my  meftengers  and  mi- 
nifters  only,  but  I  by  my  fpiritual  prefence  among  you^  I  your  fbvc« 
reign  Lord  and  owner,  who  have  all  right  and  authority  by  crea- 
tion and  redemption  to  poflefs  and  difpofe  of  your  fouls  :  it  isl  that 
ihmds  at  the  door  and  knocks,  I  by  my  Spirit,  foliciting  and  moving 
by  the  miniftry  of  men.  You  fee  none  but  men  }  but  believe  It^ 
I  am  really  and  truly,  though  fptritually  and  invifibly,  prefent  in  all 
thofe  adminiftrations ;  all  thofe  knocks,  motions,  and  folicirations* 
are  truly  nune,  they  are  my  a£b,  and  I  own  them,  and  ib  I  would 
hAvt  you  toQonceive  and  apprehend  them.  Henqe  thq  feoond  li^e 
is  thiS|  ... 
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Doft.  t.   That  Jeftis  Chn/i 

nances,  and- hath  to  do  Xul 

It  not  vtftbie  to  their  carnal  eys. 


Jeftis  Chn/l  is  truly  prefent  with  men  in  his  ordir 
,  and' hath  to  do  Xuith  them,  and  they  with  him  ;  though  he 


Thus  runs  the  promife:  <<  Where  two  or  three  arc  gathered  \&^ 
<<  gether  in  mj  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midft  of  thenv"  Mat.  xVm 
20.  The  middle  place  was  the  feat  of  the  prsjidint  in  the  Jpwifli 
aflemblies^  where  he  might  equally  hear  and  be  heard  of  ail.  So 
will  i  be  in  the  midft  of  the  aflemblics  oftKe  fkitliful,  met  togefhtt 
in  my  name  and  by  my  anthoritje,  to  ble6»  guide>  and  proteA  them 
Hence  the  church  is  called  tlie  place  of  iiis  feet,  liaiah  xvL  131 
a  manifeft  allufion  to  the  ark,  called  God'6  to.^tftool^  Pfai.  xcix.  5; 
And  agreeably  hereunto,  Chrift  is  faid  to  walk  among  the  feveii 
golden  candlefticks,  Rev*  ii.  i.  There  are  the  fpiritual  walks  of 
Chrift,  there  his  converfes  and  communion  with  men :  and  this 
prdence  of  Chrift  was  not  the  peculiar  privilege  of  tlie  firft  church^ 
cs,  but  is  contmion  to  all  the  churches  of  the  fiiints  to  the  end  of  the 
World,  as  appears  by  that  glorious  promife  fo  comfonably  extended 
to  the  church  from  firft  to  laft  5  <«-I>o,  I  am  with  you  always  to  thd 
<<  end  of  the  world,''  Mat.  xxii^  ult.  This  promife  is  the  ground 
and  reafon  of  all  our  faith,  and  expeAations  of  benefit  from  ordi* 
nances ;  and  the  fubjefb  of  it  are  not  here  confidered  perfinsUy  but 
officially  i  to  you,  and  all  that  fucceed  you  in  the  fame  work  aa(ilo& 
ficc)  not  to  you  only  as  extrMrdinary,  but  to  all  the  fucceeding^a 
dinary  (landing  ojBicers  in  my  church*  As  for  the  apoftlesi  neithdr 
their  perfons  nor  extraordinary  office  was  to  continue  long,  but 
this  promife  was  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

Nor  is  this  promife  made  abfolutely,  but  conditionally  \  the  con- 
neflion  of  the  promife  with  the  command,  enforces  this  qualified 
fenfe ;  as  2  Chron.  xv.  a.  «  The  Lord  n  with  you,  whilft  you*are 
*<  witfi  him/'  Ignorant,  idle,. unqualified  perfons  cannot  daiin 
the  benefit  of  this  gracious  grant. 

Once  more,  this  promife  is  made  to  every  hour  and  mimite  of 
time.  I  am  with  you,  all  the  days,  as  it  b  in  the  Greek  tent ;  m 
dark  and  dangerous,  as  well  as  peaceable  and  encouraging  days  \ 
and  it  is  clo(ed  up  with  a  iblemn  Amen,  So  be  it,  or.  So  it  ifaall  be. 

To  open  this  point  diftin£Uy,  we  are  to  confider  that  there  is  a 
three-foki  prefence  of  Chrift. 

I.  Corporeal.  2.  Repreiented.         3.  Spiritual.  » 

I.  There  is  a  corporeal  pretence  of  Chrift,' which  the  church 
once  enjoyed  on  earth,  when  he  went  in  and  out  amongft  his 
people,  A&B  i..2i.  when  their  eyes  faw  him,  and  their  bands 
handled  him,  i  John  i.  i.  This  prefence  was  a  iingular  confola^' 
tion  to  the  difdples,  and  therefore  they  were  greatly  deje£led' 
when  it  was  to  be  removed  from  them.     But  after  redemption^ 
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work  1KM  finiibfid  on  earth,  this  bodU7  prcTence  was  no  longer 
tKKdbrf  to  be  continued  in  this  world,  but  more  expedient  to  be 
removed  to  heaven.  John  xyi.  7.  as  indeed  it  wasj  and  muft  there 
abide  until  the  time  of  the  reltitution  of  all  things,  AAs  iii.  21. 
And  in  this  rcfpeA  he  tells  the  difiaples,  John  xv'u  28.  « I  leave 
*<  the  world,  and  go  to  my  Father." 

2*  There  is  a  reprefented  prd*ence  of  Chrift  in  ordinances.  As 
the  peHbn  of  a  king  is  reprefented  in  another  country  by  his  Am^ 
kffidorSi  fo  is  Chrift  in  this  world  by  his  miniders :  «  We  then 
«<  are  ambaSadors  for  Qod  ^  as  tho'  God  did  befeech  you  by  us, 
^  we  pray  you  in  Chrifli's  (lead  be  ye  reconciled  to  God,"  2  Cor.  v. 
20.  Chrift  is  about  other  work  for  us  id  heaven,  but  we  ftand  in 
his  ftead  on  earth.  And  this  fpeaks  the  great  dignity  of  the  minL>  . 
fterial  office  \  whatever  abufes  or  contempts  are  cad  on  them,  they 
reflect  upon  Chrift :  «  He  that  def(»feth  you,  defpifeth  me,"  Luke ' 
z.  i6«  It  alfo  teacheth  us  whence  the  validity  of  gofpel-adminiftra'^ 
tions  is  \  Chrift  ratifies  and  confirms  them  with  his  own  authority. 
It  alio  inftruds  us  how  wife,  fpiritual,  »id  holy  mtnifters  (houUi 
be,  who  reprefent  Chrift  to  the  world.  A  drunkard,  a  perfecutor, 
m  fenfual  worldling,  is  but  an  ill  representative  of  the  blefied  and 
hdy  Jefttt. 

^  3.  Befides,  and  above  the  two  former,  there  b  a  f|Mritual  prefence 
of  Chrift  in  the  churches,  and  ordinances ;  and  this  prefence  of 
Chrift  by  his  Spirit,  who  is  his  Vtcigtrentf  is  to  be  confidered  as  that 
from  which  all  gofpek-ordinances  derive, 

I.  Their  beauty  and  gipry* 

2*  Their  power  and  efficacy*  .  > 

3.  Their  awful  folemntty. 

4*  Their  continuance  and  ftabillty. 

1.  From  the  prefence  of  Chrift  by  his  Spirit,  the  ordinances  and 
chnrches  derive  their  beauty  and  ^arj :  «<  To  fee  thy  power  and 
«<  thv  glory,  as  I  have  feen  thee  in  the  fan£hiary,"  Pfal.  xxvii^ 
4*  Look  as  the  beauty  of  the  body  is  a  refult  from  the  foul  that 
animates  it  i  and  when  the  foul  is  gone,  the  beauty  of  the  body  is 
gone  alio ;  fo  the  beauty  and  glory  of  all  ordinances  ccmie  and 
go  with  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  which  is  the  very  foul  of  them. 
The  churches  are  indeed  gokien  candlefticks,  but  the  candleilick 
hath  no  light  but  what  the  candle  gives  it ;  hence  that  magnificent 
defcriptk>n  of  the  new  temple  is  cbfed  up  in  this  ex]Mreffion,  <*  The 
f <  name  of  that  city  {ball  be.  The  Lord  is  there,"  Ezek.  xlviii.  uU. 

2.  From  this  fpiritual  prefence  of  Chrift,  all  goTpel-ordinanccs 
derive  all  that  power  and  efficacy  which  is  by  them  exerted  upon 
the  fouls  of  men,  either  in  their  converfion  or  edification.  This 
power  Is  not  inherent  m  them,  nor  do  they  a£t  as  natural,  neceflary 
f^^jeatti  bqt  as  inftitHted  means,  which  are  fucce&ful,  or  unfuccefs*' 
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fA  according  as  Chrift  by  his  Spirit  co-operates  with  them :  <<  He 
**  th^t  planteth  is  nothing,  neither  he  that  watereth^  but  Grod  that 
'^  givctb  the  incrcafc,''  i  Q>r.  iii.  7.  That  is,  they  are  nothing  to 
the  purpofe)  nothing  to  the  accomplilhment  of  men's  falTation, 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift.  For  when  the 
apoftle  makes  himfeif  and  Apolios,  with  all  other  miniftersi  nothing, 
we  muft  underftand  him  fpeaking  not  abfblutely,  but  comparatiTtly, 
and  relatively  ;  they  are  necefiary  in  their  places«  and  fufBcient  in 
their  kind,  for  what  they  are  appointed  to,  elfe  it  would  be  a  re- 
flexion upon  the  wifdom  of  God  that  inftituted  them ;  But  fingly 
in  themlelves,  and  dbjundively  confidered,  they  are  nothing ;  as 
a  trumpet  or  wind-inftrument  is  nothing,  as  to  its  end  and  ufe» 
except  breath  be  infpired  into  it,  and  that  breath  modulated  by  the 
art  and  £kfU  of  the  infinrer ;  like  Ezekief  s  wheels  that  moved  not 
bat  as  the  Spirit  that  was  in  them  ^noyedi  and  direAed  their 
motiont.  If  ordinances  wrought  upon  Ibuls  naturally  and  necei^  • 
farily,  as  the  fire  bnmetb,  then  they  could  not  (ail  of  foceeis  upon 
an  that  come  under  them :  But  it  is  with  them  as  it  was  with  the 
waters  of  the  pool  at  Bethefila,  whoTe  healing  virtue  was  only  found 
at  that  ieafon  when  the  angel  defcended  and  troubled  them. 

3.  This  fpiritual  pretence  of  Chrift  gives  the  ordinances  of  the 
goTpeJ  that  awfbl  (blemoity  which  is  due,  upon  that  account,  to 
them.  Hie  prelqice  of  Chrift  in  them  commands  reverence  from 
all  that  are  about  him.  <<  God  is  greatly  to  be  feared  in  the 
**  afiembHes  of  his  faints,  and  to  be  had  in  reverence  of  all  that  are 
**  round  about  him ;''  hence  is  that  folemn  caution  or  threatening. 
Lor.  xxvi.  23»  24.  *f  If  you  walk  contrary  unto  me,  then  will  I 
<*  alio  .walk  contrary  unto  you.*'  The  Hebrew  word  in  that  text 
lignifies  to  walk  raflily,  or  at  an  sidventure  with  Ood,  Jifu  perfirn^ 
£fcnmm^  without  confidering  with  whom  we  have  to  do,  and  what 
an  awiul  majefty  we  ftand  bemre.  And  the  puniOiment  is  fduUe 
to  the  fin  ;  I  alfo  will  walk  at  an  adventure  with  you,  makmg  no 
diferimination  in  my  judgments  betwixt  your  peHbns  and  the 
pcrlons  of  the  worft  of  men.  O  that  this  were  duly  confidered  by 
all  that  have  to  do  with  God  in  gofpeUinftitutions !         ^    ^ 

4.  It  is  the  fpiritual  prefence  of  Chrift  in  his  churches  aAd 
ordinances  that  gives  them  their  continuance  and  ftability:  whenever 
the  Sjnrit  of  Chrift  departs  from  them,  it  will  not  be  long  before 
they  depart  finom  us  $  or  if  they  fliould  not,  their  continuance  will 
be  Uttle  to  our  advantage.  When  the  glory  of  the  Lord  defcend- 
ed  from  betwixt  the  cherubims,  when  that  fad  voice  was  heard  in 
the  temple,  wngremuf  iinc.  Let  us  go  hence,  how  foon  "was  both 
dty  and  temfJe  made  a  d^olation  i  and  truly  Chrift's  prefence  is 
not  lb  fixed  to  any  place,  or  any  ordinances^  but  the  fins  of  the 
fCQfic  may  batufb  it  away,  Rev.  it*  5.    Who  will  tarry  in  any 
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plftco  longer  than  he  is  welcome,  if  he  have  any  where  rife  to  go  ? 

But  more  ^articuIarl^T}  let  tss  here  difcufs  thefe  two  points. 

L  How  it  appears  Chrift  is  thus  fpiritually  prefent  with  his 
churches  and  ordinances. 

II.  Why  It  is  neceflary  he  £bould  be  fo, 

•^'9'>  By  what  evidences  doth  it  manifeftly  appear  that  there  is 
fuch  a  prefence  of  Chrift  with  his  chdrches  and  ordinances.  And 
thb  will  appear  by  two  undeniable  evidences  thereof. 

1.  By  their  wonderful  prefervations. 

2.  From  their  fupematural  efieds. 

I.  From  their  wonderful  [iMrefervations  :  For  it  is  wholly  unac- 
.countable,  and  inconceivable^  how  the  churches, *'minifters  and 
ordinances,  diould  be  fupported  and  preierved  without  it,  amidft 
fiKh  hofts  of  potent  and  ehraged  enemies.  If  Chrift  were  not 
among  them,  they  had  cen^atniy  been  fwallowed  up  long  ago.  It 
is  he  that  holds  the  ftars.inhis  right-hand,  Rev.  ii.  f .  His  walking 
BiBong  the  {even  golden  candiefticics  is  then*  beft  fecurity.  The 
burning  buih,  £xod.  iii.  3..is  a  rareeinbkm  to  open  this  myftery) 
the  bulh  burned  with  fire,  but  was  not  coniumed.  The  bt^  was 
a  refemblancd  of  the  chmrch  of  God  in  £gypt,  the  JUmes  upon  it 
were  tlieir  terrible  perfecution ;  the  fvonder^  that  no  adies  appeared 
as  the  eflbfis^f  thcKfe  terrible  flames ;  the  rssfrn  whereof  was^  God 
was  in  the  buifa,  Jefus  Chrift  was  in  the  midft  of  his  people. 

By  virtue  of  this  prefence  we  are  here  this  day,  in  the  onjoymcnt 
of  gofpel. liberties;  no  focietjr  of  men  in  the  worid  have  fiich 
fecurjty  as  the  church  harh  upon  this  account.  The  intglieieft 
monarchies  Juve  been  overturned,  no  policies  nor  human  power 
could  preferVe  them  )  but  the  church  and  ordinances  are  ftill  pro 
ferved,  and  fbiU  evjcr  bc^  by  virtue  of  that  gracious  promUe,  Jei^. 
XXX.  ii.  «*For  1  am  with  thee,- fahh  tfaie  Lord,  tofavc  thee: 
<<  Though  I  make  a  full  end  of  all  nations  whither  I  have  (cattcred 
<<  thee,  yet  will  I  not  make  a  full  end  of  thte." 
I  The  Babylonian,  Perfian,  Grecian  monarchies,  have  deftroy*- 
ed  and  ruined  one  another : 

^ic  Medus  adenjit 

AfffriOy  Syroqut  tuiit  modet^nmitia  Perfes^  foV. 
but  (till  the  church  of  Chrift  lifb  up  its  head,  and  beholds  then- 
ruins* 

a.  This  prefence  of  Chrift  in  and  with  his  ordinances  is  unde- 
niably evinced  from  their  ftspematbral  effisAs  upon  the  fouls  of 
men,  2  Cor.  x.  4.  '^  The  weapons  of  our  warfare  are  not  oaf nal, 
**  but  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  ftrong  holds." 
It  is  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  that  gives  them  their  fuccefs  ^nd  efficacy ; 
the  fword  of  the  gofpcl  hath  its  point  and  edge,  but  it  is  impoflible 
the  heart  of  a  ftupid,  h;irdened  finner  ftiouki  ever  be  pricked  or 
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wounded  by  it,  if  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  did  not  manage  it.  When 
finners  fall  down  convinced  under  the  authority  of  the  word,  they 
feel^  and  readily  acknowledge  that  God  is  in  it  of  a  truth>  i  Cor. 
xlv.  25.  Ruffinus  reports,  that  at  the  council  of  Nice,  a  godly 
man,  of  no.  great  learning,  was  the  indrument  of  converting  .a 
learned  phiiofopher,  whom  the  biihops  with  all  their  arguments 
could  not  perfuade :  of  which  the  phiiofopher  himfelf  save  this  re- 
markable account,  <  Whilft  you  reafoned  with  me  (faid  he)  agatnft 

<  wordsj  I  oppofed  words,  and  what  was  fpoken  I  overthrew  by  the 
'  an  of  fpeaking ;  but  when  inAead  of  words  power  came  out  of 

<  the  mouth  of  the  fpeaker,  words  could  no  longer  withfiand 
^  truth,  nor  man  reiift  the  power  of  God' 

And  this,  indeed,  is  the  true  and  juft  account  of  all  thofe  nuuv 
vellous  and  gracious  changes  made  upon  the  fouls  of  men  by  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel :  can  the  vanifiiing  breath  of  a  dying  mant 
think  you,  infpire  fpiritual  and  eternal  life  into  the  fouls  of  other 
men  ?  Can  be  fearch  the  conicience,  break  the  heart,  and  bow 
the  will  at  this  rate  ^  No,  this  is  the  power  and  operation  of 
Chrifi;  and  of  that  prefence  we  muft  fay,  faith  a  reverend  author*, 
as  Martha  did  to  her  Saviour  concerning  the  death  of  her  brother 
Lazarus,  John  xi.  21.  "liord,  if  thou  hadft  been  here,  my  bn>« 
*<  ther  had  not  died/'  So  fay  I,  if  that  prefence  and  power  of 
Chrift  were  felt  by  all,  which  hath  been  certainly  experienced  and 
felt  by  many,  they  would  not  remain  in  the  ftate  of  fpiritual  death 
as  they  do*  But  though  there  be  thoufands  under  ordinances  that 
never  felt  this  power  of  Chrift  upon  them,  yet  blefled  be  God  there 
are  alfo  multitudes  of  witneftes  and  evidences  of  this  truth,  that 
tliere  is  a  real,  fpiritual,  energetical  prefence  of  Chrift  in  his  own 
appointments ;  which  was  the  £rft  thing  to  be  evinced* 

Second/yy  The  fecond  thing  requiring  explication,  is  the  ufes  and 
ends  which  make  fuch  a  prefence  of  Chrift  necefiary.  And  they 
arc, 

I.  To  preferve  apd  fupport  his  minifters  and  churches  amidft 
fuch  bofts  of  potent  and  enraged  eneitiies :  this  prefence  of  Chrift, 
is  as  a  wall  of  fire  round  about  them.  It  was  the  Divine  prefence 
with  Jeremiah  that  was  as  a  life-guard  to  him  againft  the  rage  of 
the  princes  and  nobles  of  Ifrael ;  Jer.  xv.  ao,  21.  "I  will  make 
^  thee  to  this  people  a  fenced  brazen  wall,,  and  they  fliall  fight 
'<  againf):  thee,  but  they  (hall  not  prevail  againft  thee  j  for  I  am 
"  with  thee  to  fave  thee,  and  to  deliver  thee,  faith  the  Lord :  and 
^  I  will  deliver  thee  out  of  the  hand  of  the  wicked,  and  I  will  re* 
"  deem  thee  out  of  the  hand  of  the  terrible.'* 

It  was  eafier  for  the  Roman  army  to  fcale  the  walls,  and  batter 

■  III.  nil         I  ,      ,  II  ....■    ■   4»         11  ■  ■■  "■' 
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down  the  toward  of  Jcrufaiem^  than  for  all  the  enemieis  In  Jefnfa^ 
leoi  to  deftroy  this  prophet  of  Ood,  thus  immured  by  the  Diviuc 
prefence.  Athanafias  and  Luther  had  the  power  of  the  empire  en-' 
gaged  againft  them,  yet  the  prefence  of  Chrift  was  their  fecurity. 
The  witnefles  could  nOt  be  dain  till  they  had  finiflied  their  teAi- 
mony»  Rev.  xi.  7.  To  this  prefence  afone  the  faithful  witnefles 
of  Chrift  owe  their  marvellous  prefer  vat  ion  at  this  day )  had  not 
Chrift  faid,  Lo,  I  am  tvith  youy  you  had  not  faid  at  this  day,  be^ 
bold  our  mintfters  areJHll  noiti  us, 

2.  The  prefence  of  ChrHl  is  rteccflary  to  affift  and  enable  his 
xxunifters  in  their  work,  for  it  is  a  work  quite  above  their  own 
ftrength;  it  is  well  we  are  workers  together  with  God,  elfe  wc 
fliould  loon  faint  under  our  labours.  When  Mofes  objeAed, 
I  am  not  ekquent^  the  Lord  toM  him,  /  will  be  tuith  thy  mouthy 
Exod.  iv.  lo.  When  God  guides  the  tongue,  how  powerful  and 
perfuafive  muft  the  language  be  I  when  the  apoftles,  illiterate  men, 
were  fcnt  out  to  convert  the  world,  Chrift  promifed  to  give  them 
a  mouth  aftdwt/dom,  Luke  xxl.  15.  a  month  to  fpeak,  and  wifdom 
to  guide  that  mouth ;  and  then  their  words  were  demonftrations; 
all  their  adverfaries  could  not  refift  that  Spirit  and  pow^  by  which 
they  fpake.  Empires,  and  kingdoms,  full  of  enemies,  received  the 
golpel;  but  the  reafbn  of  this  wonderAil  foccefs  is  given  us  in  Mark 
xvi.  20.  "  They  went  out  and  preached  every  where,  the  Lord 
<<  working  with  them.**  It  is  fweet  and  profperous  working  in 
fellowfhip  with  Chrift :  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  gives  a  manift>ld  affift* 
ance  to  his  minifters  in  thefar  work  *,  it  is  he  that  guides  and  di- 
rcAs  their  ihind  in  the  chofce  of  thoie  lubjeAs  wherein  they  la- 
bour with  fuch  fuccefs  to  their  hearers.  He  diOates  the  matter^ 
influences  their  afie^ons,  guides  their  lips,  follows  home  their 
doArine  with  fuccefs^  And  this  is  a  fpecial  ufe  and  end  of  Chrift's 
prefence  with  his  minifters  and  ordinances.  «» 

3.  The  fpiritual  prefence  of  Chrift  is  neccfTary  for  the  prepa- 
ration and  opening  of  the  people's  heart  to  receive  and  embrace 
the  gofpel  to  falvation ;  not  a  heart  will  open  to  receive  'Chrift 
till  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  unlock  them.  Paul  and  Timothy  were  ex- 
traordinarily called  to  preach  the  gofpel  at  Macedonia,  there  Lydia 
was  converted  ;  but  how  ?  Kot  by  their  fkill  or  eloquence,  but  by 
the  Spirit's  influence ;  "  The  Lord  opened  the  heart  of  Lydia,** 
Ads  xvi.  14.  The  church  could  not  be  propagated  without  con- 
verfion  ;  converiion  could  never  be  wrought  without  Chrift's  ia- 
fluence  and  fpiritual  prefence.  So  that  this  prefence  is  of  abfolute 
neceflity ;  the  church  cannot  fubfift,  nor  the  great  ends  of  ordi- 
nances be  attained  without  it. 

Inference  i.  <  Is  Chrift  really  prefent  in  all  gofpel  adminiftra- 
<  tions^  how  awfully  folemn  then  is  every  part  ^  golpel  worfhip  ? 
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<  ^t  having  to  do  with  Ghrift  himielft  and  not  with  men  only,  in 

<  gofpd  ordinances/  Happjr  were  it|  if  under  thJ9  confideration, 
all  our  people  did  receive  the  Word  we  preach,  as  the  Tbefialoniant 
^lid,  1  TheC  ii.  13.  not  as  the  word  of  man,  but  as  th^  word  of 
God;  then  it  would  work  eflfcfhlally  in  us  as  it  did  in  them.  But 
alas !  we  have  loofe  and  low  a(^xreheniions  ctf  the  word  \  we  come 
to  judge  the  gifts  of  the  fpeaker,  not  to  havd  our  minds  informQ,d, 
our  confciences  (earched,  our  lufts  mortified,  and  our  lives  regu^ 
iated.  But  oh !  that  men  would  Realize  the  prefence  of  Chrift  in 
ordinances,  and  ierioufly  confider  that  word  of  his,  Rev.  ii.  23. 
"  All  the  churches  (hall  know  that  I  am  he  which  fearcheth  the 
'<  reins  and  heartSf  and  I  will  give  every  one  of  you  according  to 
"  your  works.** 

How  would  it  compofe  vain  and  wandering  liearts  unto  holy  fe-* 
riodhefs  ?  O  if  men  would  but  confider  that  they  are  before  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  Cornelias  and  his  family  ^id^  A£kM  z.  33. 
^  We  are  all  here  prefent  before  God,  to  hear  all  things  that  are. 
«  cooimanded  thee  of  GodJ'  If  they  would  confider  the  word, 
as  the  executioner  of  God^s  eternal  decrees,  which  returns  not  in 
vun,  but  accompiilhes  that  whereunto  God  fends  it,  Ifa.  Iv.  ii« 
and  eventually  proves  the  favour  of  life  or  death  eternal  to  them 
that  fit  under  it,  a  Cor.  ii.  16.  In  a  word,  were  it  but  confider* 
ed  as  the  rule  by  which  its  hearers  fhall  be  judged  in  the  great 
day,  John  xii«  48.  then  how  would  men  tremble  at  the  word  ? 
What  mighty  eSe£ts  would  it  have  upon  their  hearts?  How  would 
itnm  and  be  glorified  i  But,  alas,  as  Job  fpeaks.  Job  ix«  1 1.  <<  He 
^  gpeth  by  zne,  and  I  fee  him  not }  he  pafieth  on  alfo,  but  I 
^  perceive  hiai  not.**  few  realize  the  fpirkual  prefence  of  Chrift 
in  (U'dioaaces. 

In/,  2.  l£  Chrift  be  really  prefent  with  his  churches  and  ordi- 
ii^ces,  <  How^  vain  are  all  attempts  of  enemies  to  fubvert  and  de- 
ftroy  them  i*  iThat  promife.  Mat.  zxviii.  ult«  fuppofes  the  continu-* 
ance  of  a  gofpel  and  churchHoaihiftry  to  the  end  of  the  world,  elfe 
there  would  be  a  promife  without  a  fubjeA :  as  de  Jun^  there 
ought  to  be  a  church,  fo  ie  Fa8o^  there  ihall  be  a  church  with 
minifters  and  ordinances,  let  Satan  and  antichrift  do  their  worft. 
1  do  not  lay  this  promife  fecures  this  or  that  particular  church  or 
nation,  for  the  pre&nce  of  Chrift  is  ^loveable  from  one  place  to 
aootber,  but  ftiU  the  church  is  fale.  ^  And  there  are  three  things 
that  fecure  it  againft  all  hazards. 

I.  The  invaluable  treafures  God  hath  lodged  in  the  church,- 
t«.  his  Truths,  hb  Worflnp,  and  his  EUB  /  fuch  a  precious  cargo 
&cures  the  veflGbl  that  carries  it,  whatever  ftorms  or  tempefts  may 
be&lk. 

Vol.  IV.  r 
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a.  Tlic  covenant  tind  promife  of  God  with  the  chthrfi  is  it? 
abcndant  feturity,  Mat.  xvi.  1 8.  «•  Upon  this  rock  will  I  bufld 
«  my  chorch,  and  the  gates  of  hell  (hall  not  prevail  againrft  it*' 
The  &ithfulnefs  of  God  is  pawned  for  his  peopl<?s  fecarity.  If  the 
church  fail,  God's  faithfiilneft  mnft  fail  -with  it. 
"  3.  But  above  all,  the  prefcnce  of  Clirift  in  the  tnidft  of  it,  pnts 
it  out  't)f  all  danger  oF  mifcarrymg/  Iii  that  promife,  Lo^  I  am 
^wkh  yonaitvayy  are  found  ail  Tnunttions  and  fortifications  whatTo* 
ever :  here  vr^  have  his  eye  of  providence,  his  hand  of  power,  and 
whatfoevcr  eMe  Is  needful  to  fopport  and  fecnre  it.  God  accounts 
his'prefence  oin*  fafcty,  Di.  xli.  10.  The  enemies  of  God  and  his 
p^c^le  acconnt  it  fb  tob,^Exod.  nw.  75.  and  (hall  it  not  be  fo  in 
our  account  ?  Provoke  npt  the  Lord  Jefus  to  withdraw  his  pre- 
ftncty  ^nd  fear*  tidt  the  confultations  and  oppofkions  of  hell  or 
earth.    '  '. 

'  35g'?3.*  From  thiiJpiritmlprefenceofChriftallhTsfmthfid'nur^err 

Jbmld  draw  encouragement j  amidjl  the  manifold  difficulties  and  dtfcou- 

ragements  they  daily  encounter  in  his  ^soHt  and  fervice,  •  Chrift  is 

with  tliem,  they  work  in  fcUowfhipwith  him,  kt  theiti  Hot  be  dif- 

mayed,' 

The  difficulties  and  d^rfcouragcments  the  miniftcrs  of  Chrift  meet 
xfith'iife  great  and  tnany ;  and  the  more  faithful  and  fircccfifni  any 
of  them  are  in  their  Mafter^  work,  the  fiercer  oppofition  they  muft 
expeft :  befidcs,  aH  the  drfcourageipents  riling  cnx  of  their  own 
hearts,  which  are  not  a  few,  they  muft  encounter, 

Firfly  The  oppofition  of  enemies  from  ^road.-  SecontSy^  The 
dbftinacy  and  ftubbornnels  of  the  hearts  they  wox4c  npon.  Satan 
is  a  jealous  prince,  and  will  ralfe  all' manner  of  outcries  and  x)ppo- 
fition  againft  thofe  heavenly  Heraldsy  that  come  to  proclahn  a  new 
prince  in  his  dominions,  and  withdraw  his  miferaUe  fiibjeds  from 
their  curled  allegiance  to  him.  What  is  it  to  preach  the  gofpcl 
(faith  Luther)  but  to  drive' the  fiiry  of  the  worid  upon  the  head  of 
that  preacher  ?  But  this  would  be  caflly  fupportable,  did  our  work 
but  pfofper  upon  the  hearts  erf  our  hearers.  But  this,  alas  \  is  the 
killing  cbnfidcration  of  aH  ;  we  know  thp' worth  of  foals,  and  how 
great  a  fervice  it  is  to  fave  them  from  death,  James  v.  29.  Wc 
alfo  know  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  which  excite  om*  utmofl  en- 
deavours to  perfuade  men,  2  Cor.  v.  1 1 .  Wc  feel  the  compafGons 
of  Chrift  ftirring  in  our  bowels,  which  makes  us  long  after  their 
falvation,  Phil.  i.  8.  Wc  preach,  wc  pray,  yea,  we  travail  again, 
as  it  were,  in  birth  until  Chrift  be  formed  in  them.  Gal.  iv.  xp* 
And  when  we  have  done  all,  we  find  their  hearts  as  iron  and  brafs, 
Jer.  vi,  28.  Wc  mourn  in  fecrct  when  we  cannot  prevail,  and 
oft  times  our  hands  hang  down  with  difcouragemcnt,  and  we  are 
ready  to  fay  with  the  prophet^  Jer«  X3U^  Wt  vnllj^eak  m  more  in 
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hij  name.    But  here  is  our  reliefi  under  all  difcouragements  from 

abroad  and  at  home  ;  the  work  is  Chrift's,  the  power  is  his^  he  is 

vith  us,  and  we  are  workers  together  with  him.    There  was  a 

time  when  three  thouiand  fouls  were  bom  to  Chrift  at  one  fermoBy 

it  maj  be  now  three  thouiand  fermons  may  be  preached  and  not 

a  foul  converted :  yeC  let  us  not  be  difcouraged,  a  time  of  eminent 

convcriion  is  promifedf  and  to  be  expedled  in  tbefe  latter  days, 

Ezek.  xlviL  9.  when  the  living  waters  of  the  gofpel  (hall  make  every 

thing  to  live  whither  they  come ;  and  when  the  fifhers,  i.  e.  the 

mkiifters  of  Chrift,  (hsdl  not  fi(h  with  angles  as  now  they  do,  taking 

now  one,  then  another  iingle  convert,  hut  (hall  fpread  forth  their 

nets,  and  incloie  multitudes  at  a  draught ;  ^  when  they  (hall  fly 

«  as  a  cloud,  and  as  doves  to  their  windows."     God  now  opens  a 

door  of  opportunity  beyond  expedation^  O  that  the  hearts  of  mi- 

nifiers  and  people  were  fuitably  enlarged,  and  the  people  made  wit 

ling  in  the  day  of  his  power. 

Infer.  4.  Hence  %ue  alfo  infer  the  great  dignity  (fthe  numflerial  ofice^ 
And  the  fuitabU  refpeB  and  honour  £u  to  all  Chryfs  faithful  minifttri. 
The  Lord  Jefus  himfelf  is  reprefented  by  them,  they  ftand  in  his 
ftead,  2  Cor.  v.  20.  his  authority  is  clothed  upon  them }  the  ho- 
noar  and  difhonour  given  them  redound  to  the  perfbn  of  Chrift. 
The  Galadans  received  Paul  as  an  angel  of  God,  even  as  Chrift  Je» 
fus,  GaL  iv.  14. 

Tet  how  have  theur  perfdns  and  office  been  vilified  and  defpifed 
in  this  degenerate  age  1  how  many  learned,  pious,  labo^us,  peace- 
ful minifters  of  Chrift  have,  in  this  age,  been  hunted  up  and  down 
in  the  world  as  wild  beafts,  been  made  the  filth  and  off>fcouring  of 
all  things  unto  this  day  ?  i  Cor.  iv.  13.  The  word  fignifies  that 
dirt  and  filth  which  fcavengers  rake  together  in  the  ftreets,  to  be 
carried  to  the  dunghill.  No  doubt  but  Satan  drives  a  great  defign 
in  this  to  invalidate  their  miniihy,  difcourage  their  labours,  and 
break  their  hearts :  but  Jefus  Chrift  will  fupport  us  under  all  thefe 
abufes,  wipe  off  the  dirt  thrown  at  us  for  husoiame's  fake,  and  re- 
(erve  fome  of  us  for  better  days. 

Infer.  5.  h  Chrijl  prefent  in  his  ordinances^  what  ajhrong  engage-* 
nuht  then  /ux  upon  you  all  to  attend  and  wait  affidmufly  upon  the  minify 
try  of  the  Hvord^  and  to  bring  all  yours  that  are  capable^  there  to  wait  up^ 
en  Chrift  with  you  ?  We  read  in  the  days  of  Chrift's  fle(h,  when 
he  performed  Ins  miraculous  cures  upon  the  fick,  what  thronging 
there  was  after  him  i  how  parents  brought  their  children,  maftcrs 
their  (ervants,  prefiing  in  multitudes,  untiling  the  houfe  to  let  down 
their  fick  to  him,  Luke  zil.  I.  Ah,  (hall  men  be  fo  eameft  for  a 
cure  for  their  bodies,  and  b  indifferent  for  their  fouls  ?  It  is  true, 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift  is  not  tied  by  any  necefiity  to  ^i\  always  witlx 
the  word  i  he  a£ts  as  an  arbitrary  agent^  John  iii.  8.  The  wind 
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blowetb  nohift  it  li/leth :  but  it  is  engagement  enough  to  wait  conti- 
nually upon  bis  ordinances^  that  he  fometimes  gracioufly  and  efiec* 
tually  concurreth  with  them.  It  is  good  to  lie  in  the  way  of  the 
Spirit;  and  there  is  a  bleffing  pronounced  upon  them  that  wait 
continually  at  his  gates,  Prov.  viii.  34.  O  therefore  ncgle^  no 
feafon  within  our  reach  \  for  who  knows  but  it  may  be  the  feafon 
of  life  to  thy  foul  I 

Infer.  6.  What  an  unfpeakable  lofs  is  the  lofs  of  the  gofpely  feeing  the 
prefence  rfChrjA  comes  af^  goes  with  it  F  When  the  gofpel  departs, 
the  Spirit  of  dhrift  departs  with  it  from  among  men;  no  more  con- 
verfions  in  God's  ordinary  way,  are  then  to  be  cxpefted :  ^cU 
therefore  might  the  liOrd  lay,  Hofea  ix.  i  a.  Woe  to  them  fwhen  Ide^ 
part  from  them.  The  Spirit  may,  in  fomc  fenfe,  depart,  whilft  the 
ordinances  are  left  ftanding  for  a  time  among  the  people ;  but  then 
expeft  no  fuch  bleffings  or  benefits  from  them.  But  when  God 
takes  away  ordinances  and  the  Spirit  too,  woe  indeed  tothat  people; 
and  are  there  not  (ins  amongft  us  prefsiging  fpch  a  judgment  ?  O 
England  !  refleA  upon  thy  barrennefs  under  it ;  where  be  the 
fruits  aniwerable  to  fuch  precious  means  ?  The  gofpel  is  a  golden 
hmp,  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  communicated  by  it  are  golden  oil ; 
as  in  thatftately  vifion,  Zech.  iv.  Will  God  maintain  fuch  a  lamp, 
fed  with  fuch  precious  oil,  for  men  to  trifle  and  play  by  ? 

And  no  lefs  pminous  and  portentous  is  that  bitter  epmity  to  the 
gofpel,  and  the  ferious  profeilbrs  of  it,  which  (I  cannot  fpeak  with- 
out horror)  is  every  where  found  among  us ;  this  great  llitred 
brings  on  the  dars  of  vifitation,  and  the  days  of  recompence,  with 
a  ffrift  and  dreadful  motion  upon  any  people,  Hofea  ix.  7. 

Infer.  7.  If  Chri/l  beprefint^  by  way  of  fpirit  and  energy  in  his  ordi-; 
fiances^'  then  there  is  no  reafon  to  dejpair  of  the  converfton  avd  falvailm  of 
the  greatefi  finners  that  yet  lie  dead  under  the  gofpel.  What  though 
their  hearts  be  hard,  their  underftandings  dark,  and  their  wills  ne- 
ver fo  perverfe  and  obflinate  f  all  muft  give  way,  and  open  in  the 
day  of  thrift's  power,  when  his  Spirit  joins  himfelf  with  the  word. 
Thb  makes  it  an  irrefiftible  word ;  it  is  glorious  to  pbferve  the  hearts 
of  publipns  and  harlots  opening  a|id  yielding  to  the  voice  of  Cbriil, 
Matth.  xxi.  31.  What  were  thofe  three  tho^fand  perfons,  pricked 
at  the  heart  by  Peter's  fermon,  Afts  ii.  36.  but  the  very  men  that, 
with  wicked  hands,  had  crucified  the  Lord  Jefus  ?  And  what  were 
the  converted  Corinthians  but  idolaters^  turned  from  dumb  idols, 
wioremongerSf  adttherers^effeminafe  ?  &c,  i  Cor.  xii.  2.  and  vi.  i  r. 
God  hath  his  eled  among  the  vileft  of  men  :  the  gofpel  will  find 
them  out,  and  draw  them  home  to  Chrift,  when  the  Spirit  ani- 
mates and  blefieth  it.  Well  might  the  apoftle  therefore  fay,  that 
-  the  go(pel  preached  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  fcnt  down  from  heaven, 
k  ^  ofcje£t  worthy  for  angels  to  behold  with  admiration,  1  Pet.  i, 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


EnglantTx  Duij.  4t 

\1,  What  though  Satan  has  ftrongty  fortified  their  fbub  againft 
Chrift,  with  ignorance,  prejudice,  and  enmity }  yet  the  weapons  of 
our  warfare  are  mighty  through  God,  to  pull  down  thefe  ftroilg 
kolds.  De(pair  not  therefore  of  your  carnal  and  dead-hearted  re* 
htions  3  bring  them  to  the  gofpel  upon  the  encouragement  of  thefe 
words  of  Chrift,  John  v.  25.  <<  The  hour  cometh,  yea,  and  now  it^ 
'<  that  the  dead  ihall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  thef 
"  that  hear  it  fhall  rivc.** 

Infer.  8.  Is  Chrift  fpiritttolty ptefent  in  his  ordimmces  ^  O  then  what 
an  endeared  affeRionJbould  every  gracious  foul  hear  to  the  ordinances  ef 
God!  They  are  the  walks  of  Chrift  and  of  his  Spirit,  the  appomted 
times  and  places  for  your  meeting  and  (ommunion  with  him| 
there  your  fouls  firft  met  with  Chrift ;  there  you  began  yonr  ac- 
quaintance with  him ;  there  you  have  had  many  fweet  converfes 
irith  him  fince  that  day  ;  they  were  the  feed  of  your  regeneration, 
1  Pet.  i.  23.  the  bread  of  life  by  which  your  foiib  have  been  fuf- 
tained  ever  fince,  and  therefore  to  be  more  efteemed  by  yon  than 
your  neceflary  food.  Job  xxiii.  12.  Here  you  have  found  the 
richeft  cordials  to  revive  and  recover  your  drooping  fpirits,  iriien 
ready  to  fink  away  in  a  faint  fit  under  fin  within  you,  and  afiUo- 
tjons  upon  you^  No  wonder  David's  foul  even  fainted  for  the 
courts  of  God,  PfaL  cxix.  50.  and  that  Hezekiah  defired  a  figa 
on  his  fick-bed,  that  he  ihould  go  up  to  the  houfe  of  the  Lord* 
Here  are  the  choiceft  comforts  of  the  faints  upon  earth ;  aH  oor 
frefh  Iprings  are  in  Zion,  Pfal.  hxzvii.  7.  What  a  dungeon,  what 
a  barren  wildemefs  were  thi^  world  without  them  !  Prize  the  ordi- 
nances, love  the  ordinances,  wait  aiEduouily  upon  the  ordinances, 
and  pray  for  the  liberty  and  efficacy  of  the  gofpel,  that  it  may  fet 
no  more  in  your  days,  nor  in  the  days  of  your  pofterity« 


SERMON     in. 

RxvEL.  iii*  10. 
Behold  I  [Jland^  at  the  door,  and  Inoct,  &c. 

HAVING  finilhed  Chrift's  folemn  preface,  and  cleared  the 
manner  of  his  prefence  in  his  churches  afid  ordinances ;  I 
now  come  to  a  third  obfervation  which  is  neceflarily  impUed  in 
thefe  words,  **  Behold  Iftand  at  the  doorand  knock ;''  and  that 
iad  truth  therein  implied  b  this, 

Doft.  That  the  hearts  of  men  are  naturally  locked  up^  tmdfafi  hatred 
againft  Jefus  Chrift ^  their  only  Saviour. 
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If  it  wcro  not  fo,  what  need  were  there  of  all  that  pains  and  pa- 
tience ufed  and  exercifed  by  Chrid,  in  waiting  patientlj»  and  icnock- 
ing  importunately  for  entrance  into  the  hearts  of  men  ?  To  keep 
a  clear  method  in  this  point,  three  things  muft  be  ftated  in  the 
doArinal  part. 

I.  How  it  appears  the  hearts  of  men  are  thus  (hut  up. 

a*  What  are  thofe  locks  and  bars  that  (hut  them  up. 

3.  That  no  power  of  man  can  remove  thefe  bars. 
Fvrfi^  That  all  hearts  are  naturally  ihut  and  made  faft  agatn(t 
Chrifty  is  a  fad  but  certain  truth ;  we  read,  John!.  11,  i^.  <<  He 
^  came  unto  his  own^  and  his  own  received  him  not/'  &c.     He 
came  unto  his  own  people,  from  whofe  ftock  he  fpmng  up ;  a 
.  people  to  whom  he  had  been  prefigured  in  all  the  (acrifices  and 
types  of  the  law,  and  in  whom  they  might  all  clearly  difcem  the 
accompliflunent  of  them  all.    His  doffa-ines  and  his  miracles  plain- 
ly told  them  who  he  was,  and  whence  he  came;  yet  few  difcerned 
or  received  him  as  the  Son  of  God.    Chrift  found  the  doors  of 
men's  hearts  generally  (hut  againft  him,  fave  only  a  few  whofe 
hearts  were  opened  by  the  Almighty  Power  of  God,  in  the  way  of 
faith,  ver.  la.  Thefe  indeed  received  him,  but  all  the  reft  exclu- 
ded and  denied  entrance  to  the  Son  of  God.      So  again^  John  v. 
from  ver.  33.  to  40.  Chrift  reafons  with  them,  and  gives  undeniable 
demonifarations,   that  he  was  the  Mefliah  come  to  fave  them  \ 
proves  it  from  the  teftimony  of  John,  ver.  33.  <<  Ye  fent  unto 
<<  John«   and  he   bare  witnefs  unto  the  truth  :"   Tells   themj 
the  defign  of  his  coming  among  them  was  their  falvation,  ver.  34. 
ihews  them  the  great  leal  of  heaven,  his  uncontrolable  miracles^ 
ver.  36.  <<  The  works  that  I  do  bear  witnefs  of  me,  that  the  Father 
«  bath  fent  me :"  And  if  that  were  not  enough,  he  reminds  them 
of  the  immediate  teftlmony  given  of  him  from  heaven,  ver-  37. 
«  The  Father  himfclf  which  hath  fent  me,  hath  borne  witnefs  of 
«  me  "     He  did  fo  at  his  hapufm^  Matth,  iii.  1 7.  «<  And  lo  a  voice 
«  from  heaven,  faying,  This  is  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well 
'<  pleafed."     And  fo  again,  at  his  transfiguration  upon  the  holy 
mount,  Matth.  xvii.  5.  «  While  he  yet  fpakc,  behold  a  bright 
*<'  cloud  overihadowed  them  ;  and  behold  a  voice  out  of  the  cloudy 
«  which  faid,  This  4s  my  beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed, 
^  hear  ye  him."    He  bids  them  fearch  the  fcriptures,  and  critical- 
ly examine  his  perfc£):  correfpondence  to   them,  John  v.    39. 
Enough,  one  would  think,  to  open  the  door  of  every  man's  undcr- 
fianding  and  heart,  to  receive  him  with  fulleft  fatisfadlion  \  and 
yet,  after  all,  behold  the  unreafonable  obftinacy  and  refiftance  of 
their  hearts  againft  him,  ver.  40.  <<  Ye  will  not  come  imtome,  that 
*<  ye  might  have  life." 
Not  a  Ibul  will  open,  with  all  the  reafons  ^nd  demonftrations  in 
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the  world,  till'thc  Almighty  Power  of  Cod  be  put'  forth  to  tliat  cikL 
If  another  come  in  his  own  name  (faith  he,  ver.  43.)  him  nviU  ye 
receive ;  any  body  rather  than  the  Son  of  God  :  Every  cheat  caa 
impofe  upon  you  eaiily ;  it  is  to  me  only  your  hearts  have  facli 
firong  averfions.  Now  there  is  a  twofold  (hutting  up  of  the  heart , 
againft  Jefus  Chrift. 

i«  Natural. 

2.  Judicial. 

1.  Natural.  YsYtrj  foul  comes  into  this  world  fliut  tip  and  £ift 
dofed  againd  the  hard  Jefus.  The  very  will  of  man,  which  is 
the  fireeil  and  moft  arbitrary  faculty,  comes  into  the  world  barred 
and  bolted  againft  Chrift,  Rom.  viii.  7.  ' <  7be  carnal  mind  is  en- 
<<  mity  agsunft  God ;  for  it  is  not  fubjeft  untp  the  law  of  God, 
**  neidier  indeed  can  he.**  Phil.  ii.  13.  "  It  is  God  thnt  worketh 
^  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  plc'afure  "  Tins 
is  a  difmal  effect  of  the  fall.  Who  feels  not  ftrong  averfations, 
violent  rebellions,  aiid  oWlinatc  refiftances  in  his  own  heart,  when 
moving  towards  Chnft  in  the  firft  weak  and  trembling  afis  of 
6ith? 

2.  There  is  a  Judicial  fhutttng  ap  of  the  heart  againft  Chrift. 
This  is  a  fore  and  trcniendous*ftroke  of  God,  ptmifliing  former  re- 
bcHJons:  Pfel.  Ixxxvi.  11,  12.  ♦^  Ifrad  would  have  none  of  tae^ 
•*  fo  Igave  them  up  to  their  own  hearts  hifts."  This  looks  like  a 
prelnde  of  damnation,  a  very  near  preparation  to  rain.  Ifrael 
tnuld  have  narte  tftne;  there  is  the  frofr/r/?/ (hutting  up  of  the  heart ; 
fi  I  gave  them  up;  there  is  tht  judicial  Cutting  up  of  the  heart  j 
they  would  not  hear,  they  ihall  not  hear.  O  fearful  judgment ! 
Thus  the  Lord  gave  up  the  Heathens,  Rom.  i.  26.  they  had  irf^u- 
fcd  their  natural  light,  and  now  their  minds  ^e  Judicially  darkened ; 
given  up  to  a  fottifh  and  injudiciotrs  mind,  not  able  to  diftinguift 
duty  from  fin,  fafety  firom  danger;  a  mind  that  ihould  elcft  the 
worft  things,  and  reprobate  the  bcft.  This  was  the  reprobate  mind 
nmo  which  God  gave  them  up  j  what  fadder  word  can  the  Lord 
fpeak  than  this,  unlefs  it  be.  Take  hiniy  devil!  It  is  true,  thofo  that 
God  fhuts  up  he  can  open,  and  thofe  whom  juftice  fliuts  up,  mercy 
can  fct  free ;  but  it  is  beyond  all  the  power  of  angels  and  men  to 
<ioit :  Job.  xii.  14.  "  He  ffantteth  up  a  man,  and  there  can  be  no 
"  opening.**  Thcfe  two  ciofures  of  the  heart  are  not  always  found 
together  in  die  fame  fobjc^  \  and  bleflcd  be  God  they  are  not. 
Chrift  meets  with  many  a  rcpuMc,  and  endures  with  much  patience 
the  gxittiaying  of  finners,  bdTore  he  pronounces  that  dreadful  fen- 
tcncc  upon  them,  Ifa.  vi.  9,  10.  "Go  and  tell  this  people,  Har 
**  ye  mdeed,  but  underftand  not  ;r  and  fee  ye  indeed,  but  penceivc 
*•  not :  make  the  heart  of  this  people  fat,"  &c. 

Bctt  when  it  comes  to  thb  oncej  dreadfui  is  the  cafe  of  foch  fouls; 
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and  none  are  in  gveater  danger  of  this  fpirhual  judicial  ftroke  of 
God>  than  tho(e  that  have  fat  long  under  the  lighti  rebelling  againft 
It.  That  is  the  firft  thing,  the  hearts  of  men  by  nature  arc  locked 
and  (but  up  againft  Chri(V. 

Stcofuiiy,  In  the  next  place,  let  us  examine  what  thofe  locks  and 
bars  are'which  oppofe  and  forbid  Chrifl's  entrance  into  the  hearts  of 
poor  iinners.     And  they  will  be  found  to  bej 
I.  Ignorance. 
a.  Unbelief. 
3.  Pride. 

4*  Cuftom  m  fin« 
5>  Frefumption. 
6.  Prejudices  agahift  the  ways  of  holluers. 

Bars  enough  to  fecure  the  foul  in  Satan's  pofleiSon,  and  fruftrate 
all  the  defigns  of  mercyj  except  an  Almighty  Power  from  heaven 
break  them  afunder. 

I.  The  firft  bar  making  faft  the  foul  of  man  againft  Chrift,  b 
ignorancif  that  obex  infirnaiiSf  that  hellilh  bolt,  which  effedhially 
keeps  Chritl  out  of  the  foul. 

If  knowledge  be  the  key  that  opens  the  heart  to  Ch^ift,  as  k  is 
plain  it  is  from  Luke  xi.  5a.  where  Chrift  denounceth  a  woe  to 
them  that  took  .away  the  key  of  knowledge  ;  then  ignorance  muft  needs 
be  the  (hutter  that  makes  faft  the  door  of  the  heart  againft  Chrift. 
Upon  this  ground  Chrift  told  the  woman  of  Samaria,  that  her  in- 
fidelity grew  upon  the  root  of  her  ignorance;  John  iv.  10.  <'  If 
<<  thou  kneweft  the  gift  of  God,  and  who  it  is  that  faith  to  thee, 
<'  give  me  to  drink,  thou  wouldft  have  aiked  of  him,  and  he  would 
<<  have  given  thee  living  water."  Ah  finners,  did  you  but  know 
what  a  Chrift  he  is  that  is  offered  to  your  fouls  in  the  gofpel;  did 
you  fee  his  beauty,  fulnefs,  fuitablenefs,  and  feel  your  own  necef- 
fities  of  him,  all  the  world  could  not  keep  yon  from  him :  you 
would  break  through  all  reproaches,  all  fuSerings,  all  felf-denials, 
to  come  unto  the  enjoyment  of  him.  .But  alas  I  it  is  with  you,  as 
it  was  with  thofe,  Cant.  v.  9.  **  What  is  thy  beloved  {fay  they  to 
«  the  fpoufe)  more  than  anotlier  beloved,  that  thou  doft  fo  charge 
(c  12s  ?"  Unknown  excellencies  attract  not :  ignorance  is  Satan's 
fceptre  which  he  fways  over  all  his  kingdom  of  darknefs,  and  holds 
bis  vaiTals  in  miierabie  bondage  to  him :  hence  the  devils  are  call- 
ed, Eph.  vi.  1 2.  <<  The  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  this  world.*'  Alas, 
were  the  eyes  of  finners  but  opened  to  fee  their  woful  ftate,  and 
their  remedy  in  Chrift,  he  could  never  hold  them  in  fubjefUon  one 
da^  longer ;  they  would  break  away  h-om  under  his  cruel  govern- 
ment, and  run  over  by  thoufands  to  Chrift ;  for  fo  they  do  as  (bon 
as  ever  God  opens  their  eyes ;  in  the  fame  hotu*  they  are  turned 
fi^m  darknel^  to  light,  they  are  alfo  turned  from  the  power  of 
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Satan  to  Cod,  AAs  xxviii.  i'6.  O  that  you  did  but  know  the 
worth  of  yotir  fouls,  the  dreadful  danger  they  arc  in,  and  the  fear- 
ful wrath  that  hangs  over  them,  the  willingnefs  and  ability  of  Chrift 
to  fave  them,  you  could  not  fleep  one  night  longer  in  the  flate 
you  arc :  the  next  cry  would  be,  Whatjballldo  to  befaved?  Who 
will  (hew  me  the  way  to  Chrift  ?  Help  Minifters,  help  Chriftians^ 
yea,  hfJpLord;  thefe  would  be  the  laments  and  cries  of  them 
that  are  now  fecure  and  quiet.  But  the  God  of  this  world  hath 
blinded  the  eyes  of  them  that  believe  not :  no  cries  for  a  phyfician^ 
bccaufe  no  fenfc  how  their  fouls  are  Jlahhed  by  fins  of  comtmffion^ 
wdjarved  by  fins  oiomiffion.  O  that  the  great  Phyfician  would 
OQce  apply  his  excellent  eye-falve  to  your  undcrflandings,  which 
are  yet  darkened  with  grofs  ignorance  both  of  your  mifery  and 
remedy. 

2.  The  iecond  bar  or  lock,  that  (huts  Chrift  out  of  men's  fouls, 
is  the  fin  of  unbelief.  This  is  one  of  the  ftrongcft  holds  of  Satan 
wherein  he  trufteth;  this  is  a  (in  that  not  only  locks  up  the  heart, 
of  a  finncr,  but  alfo  binds  up  the  hand  of  %  Saviour ;  Mat.  xiii. 
58.  <<  He  could  do  no  mighty  works  there,  becaufe  of  their  un- 
«  belief.' 

It  obftruded  his  miraculous  works  when  he  was  on  earth,  and 
it  obftro^ts  his  gracious  work,  now  he  is  in  heaven.  A  Saviour  is 
come  into  the  world,  but  poor  unbeliever,  thy  foul  can  neither 
have  onion  ncH"  communion  with  him  till  this  bar  of  thy  unbelief  be 
removed.  The  gofpcl  is  come  among  us  with  mighty  arguments 
to  convince,  and  powerful  motives  to  perfuade,  but  little  faving 
effed  follows ;  its  main  defign  is  to  many  fruftrated,  and  all  this 
throDgh  unbelief,  fhutting  up,  and  hardening  men's  hearts  under 
if*  The  word  4>rcached  did  not  profit  them  becaufe  of  their  un- 
belief. Ah  curfed  bar  !  v/hich  fhuts  up  thy  heart,  fhuis  out  thy 
Saviour,  and  will  efie<SlualIy  fhut  thee  out  of  heaven,  except  the 
Almighty  Power  of  G6d  break  it  afunder.  «  They  could  not  en- 
"  tcr  in  becaufe  of  unbelief,"  Heb.  iv.  2.  The  ruin  of  fouls  is 
laid  at  the  door  of  unbelief;  it  is  the  damning  fin.  Mark  xvi.  i6» , 
and  truly  called  fb,  becaufe  no  other  fin  could  damn  but  in  virtue 
of  this  fin.     That  is  the  fecond  bar  to  Chrift. 

3.  The  third  bar  denying  entrance  to  Chrift  into  the  hearts  of 
finners,  is  pride  and  ftoutnefs  of  fpirit.  The  natural  heart  b  a 
proud  heart  5  it  lives  upon  its  own  ftock,  it  cannot  ftoop  to  a  fin- 
cire  and  univerfal  renunciation  of  its  own  righteoufnefs :  <'  Being 
"  ignorant  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  and  going  about  to  eftab- 
"  liih  their  own  righteoufnefs,  ov^'  wiretyiKrav,  they  have  not  fub- 
"  mitted  to  the  righteoufiicfs  of  God"  Rom.  x.  3.  J?ride  ftiflfens 
tbe  will  that  it  cannot  ftoop  or  condefcend  to  declare  their  own 
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emprinefs,  difcovcr  their  own  (hame,  and  live  wholly  upon  the 
righteoufnefs  of  another.  Proud  nature  had  as  live  be  damned, 
as  deny  itfelf  in  fuch  a  point  as  this  is :  This  makes  fiaith  fo  ex- 
ceeding difficult,  becaufe  it  involves  fuch  deep  points  of  felf-denial 
in  it :  To  give  up  all  to  Chrili,  to  dravrall  from  Chrill,  and  to  be 
Willing  to  part  with  all  for  Chrift.  What  will  can  be  brought  to  a 
delibierate  confent  to  fuch  things  as  thefe,  nnleis  an  Omnipotent 
Power  bow  it  i  It  is  natural  to  men  rather  to  eat  a  brown  cruft,  or 
wear  a  coarfe  ragged  garment  which  they  can  call  their  own,  than 
to  feed  upon  the  richeft  dainties,  or  wear  the  coAlief^  garments 
which  they  muO:  receive  as  an  alms  or  gift  from  another.  O  how 
hard  is  it  to  fubdue  this  pride  of  the  heart,  even  after  light  and 
convi<^ions  are  come  into  the  foul ;  to  convince  men  of  their  uq-> 
done  condition,  and  the  abfolute  neccffity  of  another  and  higher 
righteoufne6  than  their  own  ?  When  fouls  are  in  a  treaty  with 
Chrift,  and  the  match  is  almoft  made  ;  this  is  the  fin  that  makes 
the  laft  oppofition.  Fain  would  they  come  to  Chrift,  ten  thoufand 
worlds  ft>r  a  Chrift  \  but  yet  they  think  they  muft  not  approach 
him  without  fome  qualifications  which  are  yet  wanting.  But  foul, 
if  ever  Chrifl  and  thou  conclude  the  match,  thou  muft  deny  felf 
even  in  this,  the  moft  refined  fonn  and  intereft  of  it,  and  come  as 
Abraham  did,  naked  and  empty-handed  to  him  that  jufttfieth  the 
ungodly.  Down  with  this  houfo-idol,  thy  felf,  thy  righteous  lelf, 
trimmed  up,  like  another  Agag,  with  fuch  precious  pretences  of 
humiKty. 

4.  The  fourth  bar,  forbidding  Chrift*s  entrance  into  the  foul, 
is  cufiom  in  Jin.  Sin  hath  fo  fixed  itfelf  by  long  continuance  in  the 
foul,  tlie  foul  is  fo  fettled  and  confirmed  in  its  courfe,  that  all  ar- 
guments and  perfuafions  to  change  our  way  are  fwept  away  by  the 
|)Ower  of  cudom,  as  ftraws  and  feathers  are  by  the  rapid  courfe  of 
a  mighty  torrent ;  Jer.  xiii.  23.  <<  Can  the  Ethiopian  change  his 
«  fkin,  or  the  leopard  his  foots  ?  then  may  ye  alfo  do  good  that 
"  are  accuftomed  to  do  evil.  Soap  and  nitre  may  as  foon  make  a 
Blackmoor  white,  or  fetch  the  fpots  out  of  the  Leopard's  ikin 
(which  are  not  accidental,  but  connate)  as  the  reafonings  of  men 
can  prevail  to  remove  the  mighty  power  of  cuftomary  fin.  Phyfi- 
dans  find  it  a  hard  thing  to  cure  a  cachexia  or  ill  habit  of  body^  It 
is  a  grave  and  ferious  note  of  Seneca,  a  tentris  ajfuefcere^  multum  eft. 
It  is  a  great  matter  to  be  accuilomed  this  way  .or  that  from  our 
childhood  5  every  rep)C:Ued  aft  of  fin  confirms  and  ftrengthens  the 
habit  s  and  hence  it  is  that  we  fee  fo  few  converfions  in  old  age. 
It  was  a  wonder  in  the  primitive  times,  that  Marcus  Caius  VtStorius 
embraced  Chriftianity  in  the  fixtieth  year  of  his  age.  Take  an 
habituated  drunkard,  a  felf-righteous  moralift,  lay  before  them 
the  necefiity  of  a  change^  and  you  (hall  find  it  as  eafy  to  ftop  the 
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coorfc  of  a  river  with  the  breath  of  your  mouth,  as  to  ftop  them 
in  a  cuftomed  courfe  of  finning.  That  is  the  fourth  bar  to 
Chrift. 

5.  The  fifth  bar»  oppofing  and  refifting  Chrift's  entrance  into 
the  foul,  is  the  fin  of  prefumption  ;  this  is  the  fin  that  parts  Chrift 
and  thoufands  of  fouls  in  the  world  y  prefuming  they  hope^  and 
hoping  they  perifh.  When  men  prefume  their  condition  is  fafc 
ah^y,  theit  fouls  never  make  out  after  a  Saviour.  This  was  the 
ruin  of  Laodicea,  Rev.  iii.  17.  «  Becaufe  thou  fayefV,  I  am  rich, 
"  and  increafed  with  goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing,  and  know* 
*<  eil  not  that  thou  art  wretched,  and  miferable,  and  poor,  and 
|<  blind,  and  naked.'*  This  damning  prefumption  is  difcovered 
in  three  things,  (i.)  Many  think  they  have  that  grace  which  they 
have  not,  miftaking  the  Jimi/ar  for  the  faving  works  of  the  Spirit  ( 
a  fetal  miftakc  never  rcftificd  with  many  thoufands  till  it  be  too 
late.  (2.)  They  prefume  to  find  that  mercy  in  God,  which  they 
will  never  find ;  for  all  the  faving  mercies  of  God  are  difpenfed  to 
men  through  Chrift,  in  the  way  of  regeneration  and  faith,  Jude^ 
w.  21.  (3.)  They  prefume  upon  that  time  for  repentance  and 
feith  hereafter,  which  their  eyes  fhall  never  fee.  And  thus  pre- 
fumption doth  lock  up  the  heart  againft  Chrift,  and  leaves  finners  ' 
pcrifhing  even  in  the  prefence  of  a  Saviour.  They  make  a  bridge 
of  their  own  ihadow,  and  fo  perifh  in  the  waters. 

6.  The  fixth  and  laft  fip,  barring  up  the  heart  againft  Chrifti 
is  a  ffarong  prejudice  againft  holinefs,  and  the  fb-ift  duties  of  reli- 
gion. Thus,  in  the  very  infancy  of  Chriftianity,  the  world  was 
feared  and  driven  oflF  from  religion  by  the  common  prejudices  that 
lay  upon  the  profeflbrs  of  it ;  As  concerning  thisfed^  «//  know  thai 
every  where  it  ufpoken  againft^  AAs  xxvii.  22. 

Thus  Juftin  Martyr  complains,  that  Chriftians  were  every  where 
condenmed  Imi  mv  ^n^v*,  by  common  fame;  and  upon  this  account 
Chrift  pronounces  a  woe  upon  the  world  becaufe  of  ofiences.  Mat. 
xviii.  7.  Alas  !  it  will  be  the  ruin  of  thoufands ;  fome  have  fuck- 
ed in  fuch  pfejudicate  opinions  and  vile  notions  of  religion,  and  its 
profeflbrs,  as  make  them  irreconcilable  enemies  to  it.  Satan  hath 
drcfled  it  up  in  their  fancies  in  fuch  an  odious  form  and  reprefen- 
tation,  that  make  them  loath  both  name  and  thing.  Thefe  pre- 
judices are  drawn  firom  various  things  •,  fometimcs  from  the  necef^ 
fary  duties  of  Chriftianity,  which  are  laid  as  crimes  upon  the  people 
of  God ;  When  I  wept,  and  chaftened  my  foul  with  fafting,  that 
**  was  to  my  reproach,"  PfaJ.lxix.  10.  Sometimes  the  groundleis 
and  malicious  flanders  and  inventions  of  the  enemies  of  Chriftianity 
are  the  occafions'of  real  prejudices  to  the  world  ;  "Come,  let  us 
"  devife  devices  againft  Jeremiah,  and  let  us  fmite  him  with  the 
"  tongue,"  Jer.  xviii.  iS.    Sometimes  the  innocent  and  fcrious 
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profeflbrs  of  godlinds  are  cenfured  and  condemned  for  hypocritical 
profcflbrs  fakes^  who  never  heartily  efpoufed  religion.  And  laftly, 
The  ways  of  holinefs  fuffer  for  the  flips  and  infirmities  of  weak 
Chriftians,  who  commonly  give  too  many  occafions  to  difguft  the 
world  againft  the  ways  of  God. 

By  thefc  things  multitudes  are  kept  off  from  attendance  upon 
the  means  of  grace,  and  multitudes  more  have  their  hearts  (hut  up 
firom  receiving  any  faving  benefit  under  them. 

Thefe  are  the  common  bars  and  locks  by  which  the  ftrong  man 
armed  fecurcs  his  pofleflion  in  the  fouls  of  finners  ;  and  thefc  bars 
arc  too  ftrong  for  any  power  beneath  the  Almighty  Power  and  arm 
of  God  to  remove  or  break.  It  is  Hiid,  that  the  Lord  opened  a 
door  of  faith  to  the  Gentiles,  A6h  xiv.  27  The  arm  of  the 
Lord  muft  be  revealed,  or  none  will  open  to  Chrift  by  faith,  Ifa. 
liii.  I. 

1.  The  iron  bar  of  the  law,  that  thundering  terribh  law,  cannot 
force  open  the  heart  of  an  unbeliever  5  all  the  dreadful  curfes  fly- 
ing out  of  its  fiery  mouth,  mnke  no  more  impreflion  than  a  tennh- 
ball  againft  a  wall  of  marble.  You  read  of  them  that  hear  the  words 
of  this  curfe,  yet  blefs  themfelves  in  their  heart,  faying.  They  ftiall 
have  peace,  though  they  walk  in  the  imagination  of  their  hearts,  to 
add  drunkennefs  to  thirft,  Deut.  xxix.  18. 

They  play  with  hell  and  eternal  torments,  rufli  into  iniquity  as 
the  horft  niflicth  into  the  battle,  a<^  as  men  in  love  with  their  own 
death,  as  thofe  that  are  at  an  agreement  with  hell.  O  the  befot- 
ting,  hardening,  infatuating  power  of  fin  ! 

2.  The  golden  key  of  free  grace  cannot,  in  itfelf,  remove  thefc 
bars,  and  open  men's  hearts  to  Chrift }  «  We  have  piped  unto  you, 
"  but  you  have  not  danced,"  Matth.  xi.  17.  The  lU'jlodious  and 
delicious  airs  of  grace,  mercy,  peace  and  pardon,  aSe6l  not  the 
dead  hearts  of  unbelievers  :  like  deaf  adders  they  ftop  their  ears  at 
the  voice  of  the  charmer,  charm  he  never  fo  wifely.  Thefe  gofpel- 
melodies  only  difpofe  them  to  a  more  quiet  fleep  in  fin. 

3.  No  works  of  pro\idence  are,  in  themfelvcs,  fufficient  to  open 
the  hearts  of  men  to  Chrift.  (i.)  The  judgments  of  God  cannot 
do  it  J  thoufands  have  been  (ick  with  fmiting,  that  yet  cannot  be 
made  fick  for  fin.  **  I  have  confumed  them,  but  they  refufed  to 
**  receive  correction ;  they  have  made  their  faces  harder  than  a 
«  rock,  they  have  refufed  to  return,"  Jer.  v.  3.  Meffengers  of 
judgment  are  abroad,  fmiting  fome  in  their  eftates,  fcattering  in 
one  day  the  labour  of  many  years  -,  and  therein  giving  a  warning- 
blow  at  the  confcicncc  to  make  fure  of  Chrift,  and  ,  the  world  to 
come,  fince  tlicir  comfort  and  happinefs  is  fcattered  in  this  world. 
Some  are  fmitten  in  their  deareft  relations ;  death  knocks  at  their 
(doors,  and  carries  out  the  delight  of  their  eyes,  and  with  the  fame 
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admonifhcth  their  ibuls  to  place  their  happinefs  in  more  durable 
comforts :  fbme  are  fmitten  in  their  bodies  with  difeafes,  giving 
warning  of  the  near  approach  of  their  latter  end,  and  bidding  them 
prepare  for  another  habitation ;  but  all  in  vain.  (2.)  No  mercies  of 
God  are  in  themfelves  fufficient  to  open  the  obftinate  hearts  of 
finncrs  to  Chrift.  God  hath  heaped  up  mercies  hj  multitudes  upon 
many  of  you ;  all  thefe  mercies  of  God  lead  you  to  repentance, 
Rom.  ii.  4,  5.  They  take  you  in  a  h-iendly  way  by  the  hand,  and 
thus  walk  with  you :  Ah  finner  !  how  canft  thou  grieve  and  diC- 
honour  that  God  that  thus  feedeth,  clotheth,  and  comforteth  thee 
on  every  fide?  Do  you  thus  requite  the  Lord,  O  foolifh  people  and 
unwife  ?  Yet  all  will  not  do,  neither  judgments  nor  mercies  can 
fright  or  allure  the  carnal  heart  to  Jefus  Chrift.  It  is  his  Spirit,  his 
Almighty  Power  alone,  that  opens  thefe  everlafting  gates,  and 
makes  thefe  ftrong  bars  give  way  and  fly  at  his  voice. 

Infer,  i.  Behold  here  the  difmaljiate  of  nature ^  the  nvoful  condition 
cfall  unregenerate  fouls  ;  Chrt/l  the  Redeemer  fhut  out^  fm  and  Satan 
Jbut  in.  This  is  the  horrid  ftate  of  nature  fliut  up  in  unbelief, 
Rom.  iv.  32.  Ah  Lord,  what  a  condition  is  this  !  we  (faould 
certainly  account  it  an  unfpeakable  mifery  to  be  fhut  into  a  houfe 
haunted  by  the  devil,  where  we  fhould  be  continually  feared  and 
frighted  with  dreadful  noifes  and  apparitions ;  but  alas,  what  is  an 
apparition  of  the  devil  without  us,  to,  the  inhabitation  of  the  devil 
widim  us  ?  Nay,  what  is  tlie  pofTeffion  of  a  body,  to  Satan's  pof^ 
fcfEon  of  the  foul  ?  Yet  this  is  the  very  cafe  of  the  unregenerate. 
Lake  xi.  2 1 .  The  ftrong  man  armed  keepeth  the  palace,  till  Chrifl 
difpoflefles  him  by  fovcreign  victorious  grace.  Poor  wretch,  canft 
thou  ftart  at  afuppofed  vifion  of  a  fpirit,  and  not  tremble  to  think 
that  thy  foul  is  the  habitation  of  devils  ?  There  is  a  twofold  mifery 
lying  upon  all  chriftlefs,  unregenerated  perfon^ ;  Satan  is, 

1.  Their  ruUr  in  this  world. 

2.  Their  tormentor  in  that  to  come. 

1.  He  is  their  ruler  in  this  world,  the  fpirit  that  now  worketh 
in  the  children  of  difobedience,  Ephef  ii.  3.  Look  as  the  holy 
Spirit  of  God  dwells  and  rules  in  fanCtified  fouls,  walks  in  them  as 
in  hallowed  temples,  guiding  and  comforting  the  fouls  of  the  faints ; 
fo  Satan  dwells  in  unregenerate  hearts,  aChiating  their  lufts,  inflam- 
ing them  with  his  temptations,  ufing  their  faculties  and  members 
as  inibumcnts  of  unrighteoufnefs.     And  then, 

2.  He  will  be  their  tormentor  in  the  world  to  come :  He  that 
tempts  now,  will  torment  then,  Matth.  xxv.  41.  "Depart  from  me 
"  ye  curfed,  into  everlafting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
"  angels."  Flee  therefore,  and  efcape  for  your  lives,  fleep  not 
quietly  another  night  in  fo  difmal  and  dreadful  an  eftaie.  «  If 
'*  the  Son  make  you  free,  then  are  you  free  indeed." 
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Infer.  2.    WTiat  a  glorious  and  admirable  effeSl  offovereign^  omnipoUrU 
grace  is  the  effeSual  converfton  of  aftmier  unto  God! 

If  every  heart  by  nature  be  fecured  for  Satan  under  fo  many 
locks  and  bars,  then  the  opening  of  any  heart  to  Chrifl:  is  defer- 
Tedly  marvellous  in  our  eyes.  You  all  acknowledge  that  the 
opening  of  the  graves  at  the  refurrcdtion  will  be  a  glorious  difplay 
<^  Almighty  Power^  and  io  it  will :  it  will  be  a  wonderful  thing  to 
behold  the  graves  opened,  and  the  dead  raifed  at  the  voice  of  the 
^rch^Angely  and  the  trump  of  God  ;  but  yet  give  me  leave  to  fay, 
that  the  opening  of  thy  heart,  poor  (inner,  to  receive  Chrift,  is  a 
more  glorious  work  than  that  of  raifing  the  dead  }  it  is  therefore 
defervedly  put  into  the  firft  rank  of  the  great  myfteries  of  godli- 
ncfs,  that  Chrift  is  believed  on  in  the  world,  i  Tim.  ii.  16.  He 
that  well  views  and  confiders  Chrift,  may  juftly  wonder  that  all 
the  hearts  in  the  enlightened  world  do  not  ftand  wide  open  to  em- 
brace him  ;  and  he  that  ftiall  confider  the  frame  and  temper  of  the 
natural  heart,  and  how  firongly  Satan  hath  entrenched  and  fortifi- 
ed bimfelf  in  it,  may  juftly  wonder  to  hear  of  a  work  of  converdon 
in  an  age.  O  brethren,  confider  the  marvels  of  converfion,  the 
wonderful  works  of  God  upon  the  fpul  that  opens  unto  Chrift  by 
faiths 

1.  There  is  a  new  eye  created  in  the  mind :  «  The  Son  of  God 
<(  is  come,  and  hath  given  us  an  underftanding,  that  we  may  know 
«*  him  that  is  true,"  i  John  v.  20.  O  that  eye,  that  precious  eye 
of  faith,  which  (hews  the  foul,  as  it  were,  a  new  world,  a  world  of 
new  and  ravifhing  obje£ls,  £ph.  v.  8.  All  the  angels  in  heaven, 
minifters,  and  Libraries  upon  earth)  cannot  create  fuch  an  eye,  give 

*  fuch  an  illumination  ;  it  is  only  he  that  <<  commanded  the  light  to 
Ihine  out  of  darknefs,  that  thus  (hineth  in  our  hearts,  to  give 
«  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of 
Jefus  Chrift,"  2  Cor.  iv.  6. 

2.  And  what  a  glorious  fupernatural  work  is  the  convidtion  of 
the  confcience  by  the  powerful  ftroke  of  the  faving  beams  of  ligl^t 
upon  it  ?  Now  the  confcience,  that  lay  in  a  dead  (Iccp,  begins  to 
ftartle  and  look  about  it  with  fear  and  horror.  Life  and  fenfe  is 
got  into  it,  and  now  it  cries.  Ah,  fick,  fick,  (ick  at  the  heart  for 
iin,  (ick  for  a  Saviour. 

3.  And  no  lefs  marvellous  an  effect  of  the  Almighty  Power  is 
the  bowing  of  the  ftubborn  will  fo  e(Hcaciou(ly,  fo  congruoufly, 
and  fo  determinaccly  and  fixedly  to  the  Lord  Jefus. 

The  will  is  effic.ncioufly  determined,  fo  as  no  power  of  hell  or 
nature  can  refift  or  f ruftrate  that  mighty  power  which  worketh  ef- 
fe^ually  in  all  them  that  believe,  i  Thei^  ii.  13.  Vet  it  works 
not  by  way  of  compul^on,  hut  in  a  way  congruous  and  agreeable 
to  the  nature  of  the  will,  liofea  xi.  4.  '*  1  drew  them  with  the 
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''  cords  of  a  mani  with  the  bands  of  love."  Satan  bids  for  the 
foul,  Chrift  infinitely  out-bids  all  his  ofilrrs ;  eternal,  fpiritual,  and 
unfearchable  richeS|  inilead  of  fcnlitivcy  periihing  enjoyments, 
which  determine  the  choice  of  the  will  in  its  own  natural  method^ 
bj  the  fight  of  the  excelling  glory  of  fpirltual  things*  And  thus 
che  mighty,  fupernatural  power  of  God  opens  that  heart  which  Sjh 
tan  had  fecured  fo  many  ways  again  (I  Chrift. 

Infer.  3.  Hence  it  alfo  follows^  that  man  hath  no  free-will  of  hit 
wt»«  to  fupernatural  good*  The  will  cannot,  by  its  own  power,  opea 
itfclf  to  receive  Chrid  by  faith.  When  it  doth  open  to  him,  it  is 
utAvirtute  innata^  fed  illatay  not  by  its  natural  power,  but  by  t}ie 
power  of  God  upon  it.  The  admirers  of  nature  talk  much  of  the 
fovereignty,  virginity,  and  liberty  of  the  will,  as  if  it  alone  had  eica- 
ped  the  fall,  and  that  no  more  but  a  moral  fuafion  is  needed  to 
open  it  to  Chrid ;  that  is,  that  God  doth  need  no  more  to  fave 
men  than  the  devil  doth  to  damn  them.  But  if  ever  God  maLe 
you  fenfible  what  the  work  of  faving  converfion  is,  you  will  quick- 
ly find  that  your  will  is  lame,  its  freedom  to  fpirltual  things  gone  ^ 
you  will  cry  out  of  a  wounded  will,  as  well  as  of  a  dark  head,  and  a 
hard  heart.  You  will  quickly  find,  "  That  it  is  God  alone  that 
"  workcth  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  d9  of  his  own  good  pleafure," 
Phil.ii.  13.  That  the  birth  of  the  new  creature  is  not  of  the  will 
of  man,  but  of  God,  John  i.  13. 

Inf.  4,  Learn  hence  the  neceflity  of  converfipn  in  order  tofalvationm 
Chrift  and  heaven  Sire  ihut  up  againil  you  till  your  hearts  be  fa- 
vingly  opened  unto  him.  **  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  yott 
muft  be  born  again/'  John  iii.  5.  O  finner,  that  hard  heart  o£ 
thine  rauft  be  humbled  ;  thy  ftubborn  and  refractory  will  muft  be 
bowed ;  all  the  powers  of  thy  foul  muA  be  unlocked  and  opened 
unto  Chrift  j  he  muft  come  into  thy  foul,  or  thou  canft  never  fee 
the  face  of  God  in  peace.  "  It  is  Chrift  in  you  that  is  the  hope 
«  of  glory,"  Col.  i.  27.  Till  thy  heart  be  opened,  Chrift,  with  all 
the  hopes  of  glory,  ftand  without  thee.  And  if  hopes  from  the 
death  of  Chrift  without  us,  without  the  application  of  his  perfon, 
be  enough  to  fave  men,  then  why  are  any  damned  ?  Confult  i  Cor. 
i*  30.  Adam's  fin  damns  none  but  only  fuch  a.s  are  in  him  ;  and 
Chrift's  righteoufnefs  faves  none  but  thofe  only  that  are  by  faith  in 
him ;  the  eternal  purpofe  of  the  Father,  the  meritorious  death  of 
the  Son,  pcEt  no  man  into  the  ftate  of  falvation  and  happinefs  till 
both  be  brought  home  by  the  Spirit's  powerful  application  in  the 
work  of  faving  converfion.  It  is  good  news,  good  indeed,  that 
Chrift  died  for  finners ;  it  is  good  news  that  Chrift  is  brought  to  our 
very  doors  in  the  tenders  of  the  gofpel,  and  that  the  Spirit  knocks  at 
the  door  of  our  hearts,  by  many  conviftions  and  perfuafions,  to 
open  to  hiiDy  and  enjoy  the  tmfpcakable  benefits  of  his  death :  thefe 
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things  bring  us  nigh  to  Chrift,  the  next  door  to  falvation  ;  and  yet 
all  this  may  be,  eventually,  but  a  dreadful  aggravation  of  our  dam- 
nation, and  will  certainly  be  fo  to  them^whofc  hearts  are  but  al- 
nioft  opened  to  Chrift. 

Infer.  5.  See  hence  the  necejffity  of  fervent  prayer  to  accompany  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel  Without  the  Spirit  and  Power  of  God  ac- 
companying the  word,  no  heart  can  ever  be  opened  to  Chrift:  alas, 
fiich  bars  as  thefc  are  too  ftrong  for  the  breath  of  man  to  break  ! 
let  minifters  pray,  and  the  people  pray  that  the  gofpel  may  be 
preached  «  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  fent  down  from  heaven,"  i  Pet. 
L  1 2.  It  greatly  concerns  us  that  preach  the  gofpel  to  wreftle  with 
Godutx)n  our  knees,  to  accompany  us  in  the  difpenfation  of  it  un- 
to the  people  5  to  fteep  that  feed  we  fow  among  you  in  tears  and 
prayers  before  you  hear  it ;  and  I  befeech  you,  brethren,  let  us  not 
ftrive  alone,  join  your  cries  to  heaven  with  ours,  for  the  blefSng  of 
the  Spirit  upon  the  word.  How  doth  Paul  beg  of  the  people,  as  a 
beggar  would  beg  for  an  alms  at  the  door,  for  their  affiftance  in 
prayer,  Rom.  xv.  30.  «  I  befeech  you,  brethren,  for  the  Lord  Jc- 
««  fus  Chrift's  fake,  and  for  the  love  of  the  Spirit,  tUat  ye  ftrive  to- 
«  gether  with  me  in  your  prayers  to  God  for  me." 

For  want  of  fuch  wreftlings  with  God  in  prayer,  there  is  fo  lit- 
tle efficacy  in  ordinances.  Martha  told  her  Saviour,  John  xi.  21. 
«<  Lord,  if  thou  hadft  been  here  my  brother  had  not  died  ;"  and 
I  may  tell  you,  that  if  the  Spirit  had  been  here,  your  fouls  had  not 
remained  dead  finder  the  word  as  they  do  this  day.  Q  when  the 
fabbath  draws  near,  let  fervent  cries  afcend  from  every  family  to 
heaven.  Lord,  pour  out  thy  Spirit  with  thy  word  ;  make  it  migh- 
ty" through  thy  power  to  open  thefc  gates  of  iron,  and  break  afun- 
der  thefe  bars  of  brafs. 

Second  Ufe  of  Exhortation, 

Seeing  the  cafe  ftands  thus,  that  all  hearts  by  nature  are  barred 
and  (hut  up  againft  Chrift  ^  let  every  foul  do  what  it  can,  and  ftrive 
to  its  uttermort  to  get  the  heart  and  will  opened  to  Chrift  :  Strive  to 
enter  in  at  the  fir  ait  gate,  Chrift  is  at  the  door,  O  ftrive  with  your- 
felves  as  well  as  with  God  now  to  get  it  opened,  now  that  falva^ 
tion  is  come  {o  near  your  fouls. 

Ohjedl.  But  have  you  not  told  us,  that  no  finner  can  open  his 
own  heart,  nor  bow  his  own  will  to  Chrift  ? 

Anf  True,  he  cannot  convert  himfelf,  but  yet  he  may  do  many 
things  in  order  to  it,  and  which  have  a  remote  tendency  to  it, 
which  he  doth  not  do  \  and  fo  he  perifheth  not,  though  he  cannot, 
but  becaufe  he  will  not. 

Divers  things  may  be  done  by  poor  iSnners  with  their  own 
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Hearts,  which  are  not  done  \  and  though  in  them&lves  they  are 
mfufficient,  yet  being  the  way  and  method  in  and  by  which  the 
S{Hrit  of  God  ufually  works,  we  are  bound  to  do  them.     As  for 
example,  ( 1 .)  Though  it  be  not  in  your  power  to  open  your  hearts 
to  Chrlft,  yet  it  is  in  your  power  to  forbear  the  external  a£bof  iin^ 
which  feften  your  hearts  the  more  againft  Chrift  $  who  forces  tUne 
hands  to  ileal,  thy  tongue  to  fwear  or  lie  ?  Who  forces  the  cup  of 
czcefs  down  your  throat  ?  (a.)  Though  you  cannot  open  your 
hearts  under  the  word,  yet  it  b  in  your  power  to  wait  and  attend 
upon  the  external  duties  and  ordinances  of  the  goipel :  why  cannot 
thoie  feet  carry  thee  to  the  affemblies  of  the  faints,  as  well  as  to  an 
ale-houfe  ?  (3.)  And  though  you  cannot  let  the  word  ^cAually  in- 
to your  hearts,  yet  cert^ly  you  can  apply  your  ounds  with  more 
attention  and  confideration  to   it   than   you  do.      Who  forces 
thine  eyes  to  wander,  or  clofes  them  with  fleep,  when  the  awfiil 
matters  of  eternal  life  and  death  are  founding  in  thine  ears  ?  (4.) 
Though  you  cannot  open  your  hearts  to  embrace  Ciurift,  yet  cer* 
tainly  you  can  refleA  upon  yourfelves  when  the  obvious  chara£ters 
of  a  chrifUeis  (Vate  are  plainly  held  forth  before  your  eyes :  God 
hath  given  you  a  felf-r^e^ng  pow^  \  «  The  fpirit  of  man  know* 
^  eth  the  thbgs  of  a  man,"  i  Cor.  ii.  ii.    When  you  hear  of 
convidtions  of  iin,  compun£tion  of  hearts  for  fin,  deep  concern- 
ments of  the  foul  about  its  eternal  ftate,  hungerings  and  thirftin^ 
^terChrifl,reftlefsandanxiousdays  and  nights  about falvation,  which 
others  have  felt ;  you  can  certainly  turn  in  upon  yourfelves,  and  ex-» 
amine  whether  ever  it  were  fo  with  you  :  and  if  not,  methinks  it 
might  conduce  to  the  prevention  of  your  mifery,  to  take  your  poor 
fouls  afide,  and  bemoan  them,  faying,  Ah,  my  poor  foul,  canft 
thou. endure  everlafting  burnings  ?  What  will  become  of  thee  if 
Chrift  pafs  thee  by,  and  his  Spirit  flrive  no  more  with  thee?  Why 
cannot  you  throw  yourfelves  at  the  feet  of  God,  and  cry  for  mer- 
cy ?  Prayer  is  a  part  of  natural  worfhip,  diftrefs  ufually  puts  men 
upon  it  that  yet  have  no  grace,  Jonah  i.  5.    Do  but  this  towards 
the  opening  and  favingof  your  own  fouls,  which  though  it  be  not 
in  itfelf  fufBcient,  nor  puts  God  under  any  meritorious  obligation 
or  necefllty  to  add  the  reft)  yet  it  puts  you  into  the  way  of  the 
bpirtt.     And  is  not  thy  foul,  iinner,  worth  as  much  as  this  comes 
to  i  Have  you  not  taken  a  great  deal  more  pains  than  this  for  the 
trifles  of  this  world  ?  And  will  it  not  be  a  dreadful  aggravation  of 
fin  and  mifery  to  all  eternity,  that  you  perilhed  fo  eafily.     Do  not 
you  fee  many  flriving  round  about  you  fpr  Chrift  and  falvation, 
whilft  you  fit  ftill  with  folded  arms  as  if  you  had  nothing  to  do 
for  another  world  ?  ."  The  kingdom  of  heaven  fufiercth  violence, 
^  and  the  y'lolcnt  take  it  by  force,''  Mat.  xi.  12. 
Vol.  IV.  H 
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Why  (hould  oth^r  men's  fouls  be  dearer  to  them  than  yours  im- 
to  you  ?  What  difcouragements  have  you  which  othei"  men  have 
not  ?  Or  what  encouragements  have  they  which  you  have  not  ? 

OhjeB,  Say  not,  We  have  no  affiirance  that  our  pains  (hall  profper, 
4>r  our  drivings  be  made  effe£hial  to  converfion  ;  if  there  were  any 
tnomifc  in  the  gofpel  that  fuch  endeavours  (hould  be  feconded 
from  heaven,  and  made  available  to  falvation,  then  we  would  ib^ve 
«s  tong  as  breath  and  life  (hould  laft ;  but  all  this  may  be  to  no 
porpofe,  we  may  be  chriftlefs,  and  hopelefs  when  all  is  done. 

M*  But  yet  remember  it  is  poflible  God  may  blefs  thefe  weak 
endeavours,  and  come  in  hj  his  Almighty  Spirit  with  them :  nay, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  he  will  do  fo ;  and  is  a  flrong  probability 
sntfaing  with  you  i  Do  you  u(e  to  do  no  aftions  about  your  civil 
callings  without  an  a(rQrance  of  fuccefs*?  When  the  merchant  ad- 
ventures his  life  or  cftate  at  fea,  is  he  fure  of  a  good  return  ?  Or 
doth  he  not  adventure  upon  the  mere  hopes  and  probabilities  of  a 
gamftil  voyage  ?  When  the  hufbandman  plows  his  land,  empties 
jx>th  his  bags  and  purfe  v^n  it,  is  he  fure  of  a  good  harveft  ?  May 
not  a  blaft  come  that  (hall  defeat  aKtl  his  hopes  ?  Yet  he  ploweth 
«iid  foweth  in  hope,  and  ordinarily  God  maketh  him  partake  of  his 
kope ;  but  without  fuch  indufhy  his  expe£htions  would  be  vain. 
-Away  then  with  vain  excufes;  up  and  be  doing  in  the  ufe  of  all  ap- 
^pointed  means,  and  the  Lord  be  with  you. 

Third  Ufefor  Trial. 

Before  I  difmifs  this  point,  let  us  try  ourielves  by  it,  whether 
God  hatb  opened  our  hearts  to  Chrift,  broken  thefe  bars  of  igno* 
raxKe,  uobeUef,  cuftom,  prejudice,  &c.  and  the  will  (tand  wide 
-open  to  receive  Chrift  Jefus  the  Lord. 

This  is  a  folemn  ufe,  the  con(i!()uence  of  it  great  \  O  that  our 
faithfuhiefs  and  ferioufnefs  m  the  trial  might  be  anfwerable.  Try 
yourfelves  by  thefe  following  marks  : 

Mark  I.  If  your  eyes  be  not  opened  to  fee  fin  in  its  vilends, 
and  Chrift  in  his  glory,  fuitablenefs,  and  neceffity  ;  then  fure  your 
hearts  were  never  yet  efiedually  opened  by  the  gofpel.  I  €onfe($ 
men's  eyes  may  be  opened  to  fee  fin,  and  yet  their  hearts  at  the 
fame  time  (hut  up  by  unbelief  againft  Chrifl ;  but  no  man's  heart 
tuck  be  opened  to  Cbrill  whilfi  his  eyes  are  fiiut :  John  iv.  40* 
**  This  is  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me,  that  every  one  which  feeth 
«  the  Son  and  believeth  on  him,  may  have  everlafting  life."  The 
vroik  of  faith  is  always  wrought  in  the  light  of  convifbon ;  the 
cure  of  the  heart  begins  at  the  eye  of  the  mind,  Afts  xxvi.  1 8. 
«  to  open  their  eyes,  and  turn  them  from  darkneis  to  light,  and 
^  firom  the  power  of  Satan  to  God."    God  opens  men's  hearts  by 
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(hiflkig  into  them,  2  G>r.  iv.  6.  If  therefore  any  man's  eyet  be 
iUUb&Dded  with  ignorance,  prejudice,  &c.  fo  that  he  apprehend* 
not  his  own  guilt  and  mifery,  nor  fees  the  worth  and  fieceJUty  of 
a  Savio;ar ;  that  man's  Jieart  is  ftill  under  Satan's  lock  and  bar,  fin 
b  {tut  b,  and  Chrift  is  ihut  out  of  that  man's  foul. 

Mark  2.  No  heart  opens  to  Chrift  by  faith  till  it  be  firft  prick* 
ed  and  wounded  by  compunction  and  humiliation ;  this  heart* 
woanding  work  is  always  antecedent  to  the  work  of  faith.  I  doubt. 
not  but  your  thoughts  fore-run  my  difcourfe  to  that  famous  Sm^ 
ture,  Ads  ii.  37.  where  Peter  preaching  to  thofe  that  had  crucifi* 
cd  Chriil,  and  bringing  up  his  difcourfe  clofe  to  their  confciences, 
in  the  application  of  that  fermon,  convincing  them  not  only  what  a 
horrid  and  atrocious  crime  the  crucifying  the  Son  of  God  was  in 
itfelf ;  but  alio  charging  it  home  upon  them,  <<  Whom  ye  have 
«  taken,  and  with  wicked  hands  have  crucified  and  flain  \  when 
'*  they  heard  this  they  were  pricked  at  the  heart ;  and  cried  out^ 
'<  men  and  brethren  what  ihall  we  do  ?"  Upon  this  out-cry  three 
thoufand  fouls  opened  in  one  hour  to  Chrift.  Now  confider  whe- 
ther your  hearts  have  been  thus  pricked  and  wounded ;  hath  for* 
tow  for  fin  pierced  thy  foul  I  Vain  finner,  that  ^othy  heart  of 
thine  mufl  be  made  to  bleed  under  compunctions  for  fin,  or  there 
will  be  no  room  for  Chrift  in  it.  Come  fouls,  it  b  in  vain  to  flat- 
ter yourfelves  in  your  own  eyes :  reflect  upon  sthe  frames  of  your 
hearts,  call  back  the  days  that  are  paft,  and  fay,  when  was  the  tim€f 
and  where  was  the  placg  when  thou  layeft  at  the  foot  of  God,  fob— 
inng  and  mourning  upon  the  account  of  thy  fins  ?  Did  ever  God 
hear  fuch  a  cry  as  this  from  thy  foul  I  jib  Lord^  my  foul  is  dtftr^j-- 
fd^  I  roll  hither  and  thither  for  eafe  and  comfort  j  hut  find  none  ;  O  the 
infupportable  weight  of  guilt  /  0  the  bittemejfs  of  fin  i  My  foul  fails  un» 
Verity  Lord  undertake  for  me.  I  do  not  fay,  the  degrees  of  com* 
pun^n  and  humiliation  are  equal  in  all  converts ;  neither  theiif 
fins  nor  abilities  to  bear  forrows  for, them,  are  equal  %  but  this  i 
%i  thy  heart  muft  ach  for  fin,  or  it  will  never  open  to  Chrift  $ 
he  binds  up  none  but  broken  hearts,  Ifa.  xvi.  i. 

Mark  3.  If  Chrift  be  come  into  thy  heart,  then  the  love  and  de* 
%ht  of  every  fin  is  gone  out  of  thy  heart.  Chrift  and  the  love  of 
fin  cannot  dwell  together :  what  Chrift  faid  to  the  foldiers  that  ap- 
prehended hhn  in  the  garden,  the  like  he  faith  to  every  foul  that 
comes  to  apprehend  him  by  faith.  If  you  feek  me,  let  thefe  go  their 
^;  away  with  the  fin  that  thpu  moft  delighteft  in :  Chrift  can- 
not come  in  till  thefe  be  gone,  Ifa.  Iv.  6,  7,  8.  "  Seek  ye  the  Lord 
'^  while  he  may  be  found,  call  ye  upon  him  while  he  is  near :  Let 
'*  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
*'  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have 
»  mercy  upon  him  i  and  to  oinr  God^  for  he  will  abundantly  par- 
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'«  don.**  Here  be  the  terms  of  your  acceptation  and  falvation 
plainly  laid  down,  forfakc  thy  ways  and  thoughts  ;  tlic  way  notes 
the  external  afts  of  fin ;  and  the  thoughts  the  internal  afts,  both  of 
contrivance  and  delight  in  fin ;  both  thefe  muft  be  forfakcn  ;  and 
that  b  not  all,  for  this  makes  but  a  negative  holinefs.  Let  him  re* 
turn  to  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy.  It  is  in  vain  for  men  to 
make  the  door  of  falvation  wider  than  God  hath  made  it ;  we  can- 
not bring  down  Chrift's  terms  lower  than  he  hath  fet  them  5  if  we 
will  not  come  up  to  them,  Chrift  and  we  muft  part.  And  this 
makes  the  great  ftniggle,  the  fharp  debate  in  tlie  fouls  of  converts. 
O  I  it  is  hard  to  give  up  pleafant  and  profitable  lufts  \  but  away 
they  muft  go,  a  bill  of  divorce  muft  be  figned  for  them,  or  you  can- 
not be  efpoufed  to  the  Lord  Jefus.  This  will  be  found  to  be  much 
harder  than  to  part  with  all  externals  for  Chrift's  fake. 

Mark  4.  No  heart  can  open  truly  to  Chrift,  that  it  is  not  made 
wHlmg  upon  due  deliberation  to  receive  him,  with  his  crofs  of  fuf- 
ferings,  and  his  yoke  of  obedience,  Mat.  xvi.  14.  and  xi.  29. 

An  exception  againft  either  of  thefe  is  an  effectual  bar  to  thy 
union  with  Chrift  5  he  looks  upon  that  foul  as  not  worthy  of  him, 
that  puts  in  fiicfi  an  exception,  Mat.  x.  38.  If  thou  judge  ft  not 
Chrift  worth  all  fufferings,  all  lofies,  all  reproaches,  he  judges  thee 
unworthy  to  bear  the -name  of  his  difciple.  So  for  the  duties  of 
obedience,  called  his  yoke  j  he  that  will  not  receive  Chrift's  yoke 
can  never  receive  his  perfon,'nor  any  benefit  by  his  blood. 

Mark  5.  Every  heart  that  opens  fincerely  and  evangelically  to 
Chrift,  opens  to  him  in  deep  humility  and  fenfeof  its  emptinefs  and 
unworthinefs ;  all  felf-righteoufnefs  is  given  up  as  dung  and  drofi  : 
Thus  Abrahan)  came  unto  him  as  to  one  that  juftificth  the  ungod- 
ly, Rom.  iv.  5.  <*  Now  to  him  that  worketh  not,  but  belicveth  on 
«<  him  that  juftificth  the  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  for  righteouf- 
«  nefs.*'    Yea,  here  is  the  true  way  of  juftification  indf  ed  5  where 
the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  comes,  all  felf-righteoufnefs  va- 
niflies  before  it.     By  him  that  worketh  not,  underftand  not  an 
idle,  lazy  believer,  that  takes  no  care  of  the  duties  of  obedience  ; 
no,  an  idle  faith  can  never  be  a  faving  faith  :  But  the  mean- 
ing is,  he  worketh  not  in  a  law  fenfe,  to  the  ends  and  intentions 
of  the  firft  covenant ;  to  make  up  a  righteoufnefs  to  himfelf  by  his 
own  working,  to  cover  himfelf  with  a  robe  of  righteoufnefs  of  his 
own  fpinning  and  weaving,  a  home-made  cloth ;  no,  not  a  rag  of 
that :  Thou  muft  receive  Chrift  into  an  empty,  naked,  unworthy 
foul,  or  not  receive  him  at  all.     Bleflcd  Paul  heartily  rejefted  all 
his  own  righteoufnefs,  caft  down  that  houfeAdol  to  the  ground,  that 
he  might  be  found  in  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  Phil.  iii. 
18.     Caft  that  idol  out  of  doors,  it  ftands  in  the  way  of  a  better 
righteoufnefs.    There  be  divers  ways  wherein  finncrs  maintain 
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thdr  own  rigbteotxihefs  to  their  own  ruin :  There  is  a  grofi  and  a 
more  refined  felf-righteoufnefs ;  the  one  more  palpable  and  eafilf 
liable  to  convi£Uon>  the  other  much  harder  to  be  difcovered  and 
cured.  Aik  Tome  men  upon  what  their  hopes  of  falvation  are 
groimded  ?  and  they  will  tell  you,  they  are  juft  in  their  dealings 
with  men,  and  condant  in  their  prayers  to  God,  that  is  all,  and 
therefore  they  doabt  not  of  their  falvation :  Thus  they  fubftitute  a 
righteoufnefs  of  their  own,  in  the  room  of  Chrift's  blood,  and  are 
their  own  deftroyers  by  feeking  this  way  to  be  their  owafaviours. 
But  then  there  is  a  more  refined  way  of  felf-righteoufnefs,  dreft  op 
with  fuch  pretences  of  humility,  thit  men  are  hardly  to  be  con- 
vinced of  it.  \  pity  many  poor  fouls  ujpon  this  account,  who 
fiand  off  from  Chri(^,  dare  not  believe  becaufe  they  want  fuch  and 
fuch  qualifications  to  fit  them  for  Chrift.  O  faith  <Hie,  could  I  find 
fo  much  brokennefs  of  heart  for  fin,  fo  much  reformation  and  power 
over  corruptions,  then  I  could  come  to  Chrift;  the  meaning  of  which 
is  this,  if  I  could  bring  a  price  in  my  hand  to  purchafe  him,  then 
I  ihould  be  encouraged  to  go  unto  him.  Here  now  lies  horrible 
pride  covered  over  with  a  veil  of  great  humility  :  Poor  finner,  ei-» 
ther  come  naked  and  empty-handed,  according  to  Ifa.  Iv.  i.  Rom. 
iv.  5.  or  expert  a  repulfe  \  for  Chrift  is  not  thc/afe,  but  the  gift  of 
God. 

Mark  6.  Laftly,  whatever  ibul  opens  favingly  to  Chrift,  it  opens 
finally  and  evcrlaftingly  to  him ;  the  heart  once  opened  to  Chrift, 
muft  ftand  open  for  ever  to  him,  never  to  fliut  out  Chrift  any 
more.  And  here  is  a  very  obfervs^le  difference  betwixt  a  man  that 
comes  to  Chrift,  in  a  fudden  fright  of  confcience,  and  parts  with 
him  again  when  that  fright  is  over  ;  and  a  man  that  receiveth 
Chrift  not  to  fojoum,  but  to  dwell  in  his  heart  by  faith,  Ephefl 
iii.  17.  Whcjn  Chrift  comes  into  the  heart,  he  faith,  Here  will  I. 
dwell  for  ever;  and  Lord,  faith  the  foul,  fo  I  receive  thee;  .this 
b  the  day  of  union,  O  let  me  never  know  a  day  of  feparation  ;  let 
it  never  be  in  the  power  of  life  or  death,  angels,  principalities,  or 
powers,  things  prefent  or  to  come,  to  make  a  feparation  betwixt 
thee  and  me.  Soul,  faith  Chrift,  thou  flialt  be  mine  whilft  I  am 
in  heaven ;  and  Lord,  faith  the  fbuU  I  will  be  thine  whilft  I  am  on 
earth.  I  will  never  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee,  faith  Chrift :  O 
my  Lord,  faith  the  foul,  hold  me  faft  in  tliy  hand,  that  I  may  never 
leave  nor  forfake  thee ;  my  eftate,  liberty,  and  life,  may,  and  nxuft 
go;  but  it  is  in  the  fixed  purpofe  of  my  heart  never,  never  to  let 
thee  go*  The  efpoufals  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  foul  are  for  ever, 
Hof.  iL  19.  "1  will  betroth  thee  unto  me  for  ever,  yea,  for  ever.'* 
And  here  lies  another  great  difference  betwixt  the  hypocrite  that 
takes  Chrift  with  a  politic  referve,  that  will  venture  with  Chrift  at 
fea  no  farther  tlian  he  can  fee  the  ihore ;  and  the  upright  heart 
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that  embarks  itfelf  with  Chrift  without  rfsfervesi  come  what  wills 
that  faith  to  him,  as  Ittai  to' David,  when  perfuaded  to  go  back  in 
a  time  of  danger ;  nay,  faith  he,  where  my  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is, 
whether  it  be  in  liberty  or  in  prifon,  in  life  or  in  deaths  there  alfo 
will  I  be.  Fleih  may  perfuade  to  a  retreat ;  nay,  faith  the  foul,  I 
cannot  retreat  \  but  wherever  the  truths  of  Chrift,  the  intereft  and 
g^ory  of  Chrift  are,  there  alfo  muft  I  be  j  for  upon  thefe  terms  I 
firft  received  him,  and  opened  the  door  of  my  heart  to  him.  Thefe 
things  are  no  furprizes  to  me,  Chrift  and  I  have  debated  them 
l<HDg  ago; he  dealt  £iirly  with  me,  and  I  muft  deal  faithfoUy  with  him. 
Now,  brethren,  view  over  thefe  fix  trials :  Have  your  eyes  been 
opened  to  fee  fin  in  its  vilenefs,  Chrift  in  bis  beauty  and  neceffity  ? 
Have  your  hearts  been  pricked  and  wounded  with  compunction 
and  forrow  for  fin  ?  Are  the  loves  and  delights  of  fin  gone  out  of 
your  ibuls  ?  Have  you  no  exceptions  either  to  the  crofs  cur  yoke  of 
Chrift  ?  Have  you  given  up  all  your  own  righteoufnefs,  whether 

¥06  or  refined,  for  dung  and  drois,  and  received  Chrift  for  ever  ? 
hen  thy  heart  is  favingly  opened  to  him. 

Fwnh  Ufe. 

The  laft  ufe  that  clofeth  this  point,  will  be  confolation  to  all  thofe 
whofe  hearts  the  Lord  hath  thus  opened  to  receive  Chrift  at  his 
knocks  and  calls  of  the  gofpel. 

Hath  God  indeed  opened  any  of  your  hearts,  and  ma^e  you 
fibcerely  willing  to  receive  Chrift  ?  then  there  are  ten  fweet  con- 
fobtions,  like  fo  many  boxes  of  precious  ointment  to  be  pour- 
ed forth,  in  the  clofe  of  this  difcourfe,  upon  every  fuch  fouL 
'  And  the  , 

Firft  Confolation  fhall  be  this :  The  opening  of  any  man's  heart 
to  receive  Chrift,  is  a  clear,  folid  fcripture-evidence  of  the  Lord's 
eternal  love  to,  and  fetting  apart  tl^at  man  for  himfelf  firom  all 
eternityt  I  do  not  fay,  that  every  man,  whof^  heart  is  opened  by 
iaith,  is  thereupon  immediately  afiured  and  fatisfied  that  God  hath 
fcbofen  him  to  falvation :  But  whether  ht  apprehend  it  or  not, 
the  thing  in  itfelf  is  certain  and  real :  Confult  i  ThefiT.  i  4,  5. 
•<  Knowing,  .brethren  beloved,  your  ele<Sbion  of  God  \  for  our 
«  gofpel  came  not  to  you  in  word  only,  but  alfo  in  power,  and  in 
«  the  Holy  Ghoft,"  (5'f.  Their  eleAion  of  God  was  the  thing  to 
be  proved ;  but  alai,  might  they  fay,  who  can  know  that  but  God 
alone  ?  It  is  aipong  the  divine  fecrets  ^  yes,  faith  the  apoftle,  we 
know  it,  and  by  this  we  know  it  \  for  our  gofpel  came  not  unto 
you  in  an  empty  found,  but  in  mighty  efficacy,  eficuEbially  openirg 
jour  hearts  to  believe.  A  more  clear  and  certain  evidence  of  yoLr 
ek£tion  cannot  be  given  in  this  world.    Look  again  into  Rom«.viii» 
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30.  «  Moreover,  whom  he  did  prcdcftinate,  them  he  alfo  called; 
<<  and  whom  he  called,  them  he  alio  juflified }  and  whom  he 
"  juftified,  them  he  alfo  glorified.'* 

There  are  two  great  and  raviOiing  truths  cleared  in  this  fcriptttre; 
the  one  is  this,  that  the  whole  number  of  the  called,  upon  earth, 
is  taken  out  of  fuch  as  were  predeilinated  to  life  before  the  world 
was.  The  other  is  this,  that  as  the  whole  number  of  the  glorified 
faints  in  heaven,  is  made  up  of  fouls  called  and  juftified  upon  earth; 
fo  the  called  foul,  that  is,  the  foul  that  favingly  opens  to  Chrift 
by  feith,  may,  from  that  work  of  the  Spirit  upon  him,  folidly  rcafim 
backward  to  God's  ele^ng  love  before  all  time  ;  and  forward  to 
his  glorification  with  God,  when  time  (hall  be  no  more. 

O  hoir  ftrong  is  the  confolation  flowing  out  of  this  glorious  woft 
of  the  Spirit  upon  our  hearts  !  that  Is  one  thing. 

II.  Cmfdation.  The  opening  of  the  heart  to  receive  Chrift,  is  the 
peculiar  dSl^d  of  the  divine  and  Almighty  Power  of  God ;  the  arm 
of  an  angel  is  too  weak  to  break  thofc  ftrong  bars  before-mentioii- 
ed.  Therefore  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his  power  is  applied 
unto  this  work  of  believing,  Eph.  i.  19.  "  And  what  is  the  cx- 
"  ceeding  greatneis  of  his  power  to  us-ward  who  believe,  accordii^ 
**  to  the  working  of  his  mighty  power  which  he  wrought  in  Chrift 
••  when  he  raifed  him  from  the  dead."  Here  is  power,  the 
power  of  God,  the  greatnefs  of  his  power,  the  exceeding  great- 
iie6  of  his  power,  the  very  fame  power  which  wrought  hi  Chrift 
when  he  raifed  him  from  the  dead ;  and  all  this  no  more  than 
weds  to  make  the  heart  of  nlan  open  by  faith^to  receive  Chrift* 
The  only  key  that  fits  the  crofs  wards  of  man's  will,  and  efifefhially 
opens  Mis  heart,  is  in  the  hand  of  Chrift,*  Rev.  iii.  7.  "  He  hath 
**  the  key  of  David,  he  openeth  and  no  man  fhutteth.'' 

How  long  have  ibme  of  you  fat  under  able  minifters,  fearching 
fcrmons,  and  rouzing  providences  ?  yet  all  to  no  purpofe,  till  this 
Almighty  Power  came  with  the  word,  and  then  the  work  was 
done.  «  Thy  people  fiiall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power," 
f&L  ex.  3.  What  a  glorious  power  was  that  which  opened  Chri(Fs 
grave,  when  he  lay  in  the  heart  of  the  earth,  with  a  weighty  ftonc 
wiled  upon  his  fepulchre?  And -how  mighty  a  power  is  that  which 
breaks  afunder  all  thofe  bars  which  kept  thy  foul  in  the  ftate  of  fin 
and  death  ?  None  feel  this  power,  but  only  thofe  whom  God  in- 
tendeth  foi*  falvation  \  and  having  once  wrought  this,  it  is  engaged 
to  go  through  with  all  the  reft,  which  yet  remaineth  to  be  done, 
to  perfect  thy  falvation.  , 

III.  Confolation,  The  opening  of  thy  heart  to  Chrift,  is  not  only 
an  effeft  of  AJmighty  Power,  but  fuch  an  efFeft  of  it,  without 
which,  all  that  Chrift  hath  done  and  fuffered  had  been  of  no  avsul 
to  thy  falvation^  ndther  the  eternal  decrees  of  God^  nor  the  me- 
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ritorious  fufferings  of  Chrift,  are  effe^hial  to  any  man's  falvationy 
until  this  work  of  the  Spirit  be  wrought  upon  his  heart.  The  of- 
fering up  of  Chrift  is,  in  its  kind  and  place>  fufGcient  "to  purchafe 
our  redemption ;  but  it  is  the  receiving  of  Chrift  by  faith  that 
brings  hon^e  falvation  to  our  fouls;  where  there  may  be  many  con* 
caufes  to.  produce  one  effed,  that  effe^  is  not  produced  until  the 
laft  caufe  have  wrought.  Thus  it  is  here ;  the  moving  caufe,  viz. 
the  free-grace  of  God  hath  wrought ;  and  the  meritorious  caufe, 
the  death  of  Chrift,  hath  alfo  wrought  \  but  ftili  the  heart,  even 
of  an  eleA  ,man,  remaineth  under  guilt  and  condemnation,  until 
the  Spirit,  who  is  the  applying  caufe,  have  alfo  wrought  this  blef^ 
fed  effect  we  now  fpeak  of.  It  is  Chrift  in  vs,  i.  e.  in  union  with 
.  our  fouls,  whi€;h  is  to  us  the  hope  of  glory,  CoL  i.  27.  i  Cor.  i. 
30.  Behold  then  the  laft  ftroke  given  in  this  opening  of  th« 
heart  by  faith  \  herein  eleding  love  hath  brought  home  Chrift, 
with  all  the  purchafes  and  benefits  of  his  death,  into  the  a£bial 
pofleffion  of  thy  foul*  O  how  tranfporting  and  ravifhing  a  confi* 
deration  is  this ! 

IV.  Confilation.  In  this  work,  the  opening  of  the  heart  by  faithy 
the  great  defign  and  main  intention,  of  the  gofpel  is  alfo  anfwered 
and  accompli&ed.  You  behold  in  the  church  a  glorious  frame  of 
ordinances  fet  up  by  Divine  inftitution,  minifters  appointed  to 
preach  fermons,  facraments,  prayers,  finging,  variety  of  ordinances 
fet  up,  excellent  gifts  given  to  men,  as  the  fruit  of  Chrift's  afcen- 
fion  into  heaven.  Noyr,  what  was  the  defign  qf  God  in  the  infti* 
tution  of  all  thefe  things,  but  that  by  them,  as  inftruments  in  his 
hand,  our  ignorant,  dead,  unbelieving  hearts  might  be  opened  to 
Chrifl;,  in  ads  of  repc*ntance  and  faith,  and  built  up  to  a  perfeA 
man  ?  Minifters  are  fent  <<  to  open  your  eyesj  turn  you  from  dark^ 
«'  nefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God,"  Afts  xxvi« 
18.     They  are  not  fent  by  Chrift  into  this  world  to  get  a  living, 

'  to  drive  fo  poor  a  trade  as  that  for  themfelves,  but  to  bring  you  to 
faith,  I  Cor.  iii.  5.  When  God's  ele£t  are  thus  brought  in  and 
built  up  in  Chrift,  you  fhall  fee  this  glorious  frame  of  ordinances 
taken  down  ^  there  will  be  no  more  preaching  nor  hearing,  the 
end  of  all  thefe  things  being  accomplifhed;  i  Cor.  xv.  24.  <<  Then 
««  Cometh  the  end,  when  he  fhall  have  delivered  up  the  kingdoax 
«  to  God,  even  the  Father,"  &c.  Now  the  confideration  of, the 
accomplifhment  of  the  great  and  principal  defign  of  the  gofpel  thus 
far  upon  thy  heart,  is  matter  of  tranfporting  joy.  MinHlers  may, 
and  muft  die,  ordinances  may  be  removed,  but  this  blefTed  eflTe^l  of 
them  upon  thy  foul  fhall  never  die :  God  will  perfect  what  he  hatK 
begun.     That  is  the  fourth  confolation.  . 

V.  Confolation.  And  then,  sthly^  That  day  wherein  thy  heart 
is  favingly  opened  to  receive  Chrift^  that  very  day  is  falvation  coiu« 
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to  thy  foul.  When  Zaccheus's  heart  was  opened  to  Chrift,  he 
telU  him,  Luke  xix.  9.  "  This  day  is  falvation  come  to  thy  houfe.*^ 
Salvation  was  come  into  the  world  before  thou  waft  born ;  yea,  fal- 
vation was  come  to  thy  doors  in  the  tenders  of  the  gofpel  before^ 
but  it  never  came  into  thy  foul  till  the  day  wherein  thy  heart  open* 
ed  to  Chrift  by  faith4  And  is  not  this  matter  of  Cngular  confol»- 
tion?  If  falvation  be  not^  what  is?  no  wonder  that  the  eumdch  went 
home  rejoidiig  when  he  had  received  Chrift  by  faith,  AAs  viii. 
39.  that  the yfl//>i:ifejoiced\vith  all  his  hpufei  Afts  3Cvi.  34.  Nei- 
ther blame  nor  wonder  at  men  fof  rejoicing,  for  it  is  the  day  of 
their  falvation.  It  is  true,  their  falvation  is  not  flnifhed  that  dajj 
there  may  be  many  things  yet  to  be  done  and  fufferdd  bj  them 
before  xht  completing  of  it ;  but  it  is  begun  that  day,  the  founda* 
tion  is  laid  in  the  foul  that  day,  and  the  top-ftone  fliall  be  fet  up 
with  (houting  in  due  time,  crying,  grace,  grac^,  untd  it. 

VI,  Confolation.  The  opening  of  a  finner's  heart  to  Chrift  make^ 
joy  in  heaven,  a  triumph  in  the  city  of  our  God  above  i  Luke  xv. 
7.  "  I  fay  unto  you,  hkewife,  that  joy  {hall  be  in  heaven  over  onft 
"  fmner  that  repenteth,  more  than  over  ninety-nide  juft  perfbnd 
"  which  need  no  repentance."  As  wh€rt  a  young  priiice  is  bom^ 
all  the  kingdom  rejoices,  the  coflduits  nin  with  wine,  and  there  19 
alldcmoiiftration  of  joy  and  thankfulnefs  in  every  city  and  towni 
It  is  much  more  fo  in  heaven,  when  afoul  is  born  to' Chrift  under 
the  gofpel.  It  is  a  fatisfiaftion  (o  the  heart  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  who 
now  beholds  more  of  the  travail  of  his  foul ;  and  to  all  the  angels 
and  faints,  that  another  foul  is  efpoufed  to  him.     " 

Beloved,  when  the  gofpel  is  effectually  brought  home  by  the 
Spirit  to  the  heart  of  a  tinner,  and  wounds  him  for  fhi,  fends  him 
home,  ayingy  O  fick,  fick  of  fin,  and  fick  for  Chrift  j  the  news 
thereof  is  presently  in  heaven,  and  fets  the  whold  city  of  God  a  re- 
joicing. Chrift  never  rejoiced  over  thee  before ;  thou  haft  wound-^ 
ed  him  and  grieved  him  a  thoufand  times,  but  he  never  rejoiced 
in  thee  till  now  ;  and  that  which  gives  joy  to  Chrift  may  well  be 
matter  of  joy  to  thee.     And  that  is  the  fixth  confolation. 

VII.  Confolation.  And  then  7/A/)?,  That  day. thy  heart  is  unlock- 
ed, unbarred,  and  favingly  opened  by  faith,  that  very  day  an  in- 
timate, fpiritual,  and  everlafting  union  is  made  betwixt  Chrift  and 
thy  foul ;  from  that  day  Chrift  is  thine,  and  thon  art  his.  Chrift 
is  a  great  and  glorious  perfon,  but  how  great  and  glorious  Ibcver 
he  be,  the  fmall  and  feeble  arms  of  thy  faith  may  furround  and 
embrace  him ;  and  thou  mayeft  fay  with  the  church,  «  My 
"  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his  ^  For  inark  what  he  faith  in  the 
text,  « If  any  man  open  to  me,  I  will  come  unto  him"  That  foul 
ihall  be  my  habitation,  thtre  will  I  dwell  for  ever.    Thus  will 
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Chrift  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith.  What  foul  fceb  not  itfelf 
advanced  by  this  union  with  the  Son  of  God  1  Hereby  the  believer 
becomes  a  member  of  his  body,  flefh  and  bones  \  this  is  an  ho- 
nour beftowed  upon  thy  foul,  above,  and  beyond  all  that  honour 
that  ever  God  beAowed  upon  any  angel  in  heaven  *,  to  them  Chrift 
is  an  head  by  way  of  dominion,  but  to  thee  by  way  of  vital  influ* 
ence*  Angeb  are  as  the  hartms  and  nobles  of  his  kingdom,  but  the 
believer  his  fpou/e,  and  all  the  angels  of  heaven  miniilering  ipirits 
nnto  fuch;    That  is  the  fevcnth  confblation. 

VIII.  Confohtion,  And  then,  8/A/)?,  The  opening  of  thy  heart 
to  Chrift  brings  thee  not  only  into  union  with  his  perfon,  but  Into 
Ate  ftate  of  fweet,  foul^enrlching  communion  with  him.  So  he 
ipealEieth  in  the  text,  <<  £F  any  man  open  the  door,  I  will  Tup  with 
•«  him^  and  be  with  me.**  Poor  foul,  thou  haft  lived  many  years 
in  the  world,  and  never  hadft  any  communion  with  God  till  this 
^jff.  Chrift  and  thy  foul  have  been  ftrangers  till  now.  It  b  true» 
mou  baft  had  communion  with  ordinances^  and  communion  with 
faints,  but  for  cooununion  with  Chrift  thou  couldeft  know  nothing 
of  it,  till  thou  receivedft  him  into  thy  foul  by  faith.  Now  thou 
mayeft  (ay,  "  Truly  my  fellowlhip  is  with  the  Father,  ai^d  with 
**  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,'*  i  John  i.  3. 

.  And  thenceforth  thy  communion  with  men  is  pleafant  and  de« 
llrable. 

IX.  Confolation,  The  opening  of  a  man's  foal  to  Chrift  by  faith 
is  a  fpecial  and  peculiar  mercy,  which  falls  to  the  fhare  but  of  a  ven^ 
few.  God  hath  done  that  for  thee  which  he  hath  denied  to  mil- 
tioos }  <<  Who  hath  beUeved  our  report  i  and  to  whom  is  the  arm 
<«  .of  the  Lord  revealed  ?"  i.  e.  to  how  fraall  a  remnant  in  the 
world,  Ila.  hii.  i.  And  the  apoftle  puts  the  work  of  faith  among 
the  great  myfteries  of  godlinefs,  among  the  wonders  of  religion, 
I  Tim.  iii.  ipu  <<  Preached  unto  the  Gentiles^  believed  on  in  the 
«<  world.*' 

The  foand  of  the  go(pel  is  gone  forth  into  the  world  \  <<  Many 
<<  are  called,  but  few  are  chofen.  There  were  many  widows  in 
<<  Iftael,  in  the  days  of  Elias,  but  to  none  of  them  was  Elias  (ent, 
»«  fave  unto  Sarepta,  a  city  of  Sidon,  unto  a  woman  that  was  a 
«<  widow,"  Luke  iv.  25,  26.  To  ^llude  to  this,  there  were  many 
hundreds  that  fat  under  the  fame  fermon  which  opened  thy  heart 
to  Chrift,  but  it  may  be  unto  none  of  them  was  the  Spirit  of  God 
fent  that  day,  to  open  their  hearts  by  faith,  but  unto  thee  ;  thou 
wilt  freely  acknowledge  thyfelf  as  unlikely  and  unworthy  as  the 
yileft  finner  there.     O  aftohifhing  mercy  I 

X.  Confolation.  And  then  laftly,  In  the  fame  day  thy  heart  opens 
by  £uth  to  Chrift,  all  the  treafures  of  Chrift  are  unlocked  and 
opened  to  thee.    In  the  fiune  hour  God  turns  the  key  of  regjenc-^ 
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ntion  to  open  tby  foul,  the  key  of  free-grace  is  tVo  turoed  to 
open  unto  thee  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrill  \  then  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Chrid  becomes  thine  to  juftify  thee,  the  wifdom  of 
Chrift  to  guide  thee,  the  holioefs  of  Chrift  to  ran£tify  thee }  in  a 
wordi  he  is  that  day  made  of  God  to  thee,  «  Wifdom,  righteouf- 
''  ftefs,  faa^tiQcation,  and  redemption,"  i  Cor.  i.  30.  «  All  is 
«  jours,  for  ye  are  Chrift's,  and  Chrift  is  GodV'  i  Cor.  iii.  ult. 
And  thus  I  have  (hewed  you  fome  of  thoTe  great  things  God  doth 
fot  tbofe  fouk  that  will  but  do  this  one  thing  for  him,  viz.  open 
thdr  hearts  to  receive  Chrift  upon  the  tenders  and  terms  of  the 
gofpel.   ' 


SERMON    IV. 

Revel,  iii.  20. 
Behold  I  {Jand  1  at  the  door  and  knocky  &c, 

THE  verb  frw«  here  rendered  Ifiand^  is  of  the  preter  tenfe^ 
and  would  ftriAly  be  rendered  I  have  Rood;  but  being  join* 
ed  with  a  verb  oixhtfrefent  tenfe^  is  here  rendered  Idojland^  a  fre- 
quent Hebraifm  in  (cripture :  And  it  notes  the  continued  patience 
and  long-fuffering  of  Chrift ;  I  have  ftood  and  ftiil  do  ftand^  ex* 
trdfing  wonderml  patience  towards  obftinate  iinners.  Which 
^ves  us  thb  fourth  obfervation. 

Do£t  4.  72af  great  and  admirai/e  is  the  patience  of  Chri/f^  in 
waiting  t^n  trifling  and  cbfiinate  finners. 

Thus  wifilom,  !•  e.  Chrift  expreflcs  hlmfelf,  Prov.  !•  24-  **  I 
"  have  called,  and  ye  refiifed  \  I  have  ftretched  out  my  hand,  and 
w  no  man  regarded.**  Here  you  have  not  only  Chrift's  earneft 
alls,  but  fuitable  geftures  alfo,  to  gain  attention.  The  ftretching 
out  of  the  hand  was  a  fignal  given  to  procure  attention,  A£b  xxi. 
40.  Yet  none  regards }  and  this  the  Lord  doth  not  once  or  twice; 
bat  all  the  day  long,  Ifa.  Ixv.  1.  (hewuig  forth  aU  long-fuffering,  as 
theapoftle  fpeaks,  i  Tim.  i.  i5.  In  the  opening  of  this  point  I 
will  fccw  you, 

1.  What  Divine  patience  is. 

2.  Wherein  it  is  evidenced. 

3 .  Why  it  is  ezercifed  towards  finners. 

Pi^,  Of  the  nature  of  Divine  patience ;  it  is  an  ability  in  God 
not  only  to  delay  the  execution  of  his  wrath  for  a  time  towards 
fixne,  hot  to  del^  it  in  order  to  the  eternal  falvation  of  others. 
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Let  mc  rpeak  to  the  parts  of  this  defcription  of  Divine  patience. 

1.  It  is  an  ability  of  power  in  God,  not  the  effe<ft  of  impotence, 
or  want  of  opportunity :  All  fiyiners  arc  continually  within  the  reach 
of  the  arm  of  his  juftiee,  and  he  can  ftrike  when  and  where  he  will, 
Efau  had  a  revengeful  mind  againft  Jacob,  but  wanted  opportunity, 
;^id  therefore  was  forced  tq  delay  the  execution  of  his  conceived 
wrath,  until  (he  disiys  of  mourning  for  his  father  were  come  ;  and 
then  faith  he,  "  I  will  flay  my  brother  Jacob,"  Gen.  xxyii.  41.  But 
in  God  it  is  a  glorious  effeft  of  power,  Nah.  i.  3.  "  Tlie  Lord  is 
«'  flow  to  anger,  and  great  in  power.'* 

The  greatnefs  of  his  patience  flows  from  the  greatnefs  of  his 
power  :  So  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  Rom.  ix.  22.  *<  What,  if  Gcxi  wil- 
<<  ling  to  (hew  his  wrath,  and  to  make  his  power  known,  endured 
<*  with  much  long-fufFering  the  veflels  of  wrath,  fitted,  or  made  up 
**  to  deftruftion  ?"  And  therefore  when  Mofes  prays  for  the  ex- 
erdfe  of  Divine  patience  towards  the  provoking  Ifraelites,  he  doth 
it  in  this  form.  Numb.  xiv.  17,  18.  «  And  now  I  befecch  thee,  let 
<*  the  power  pf  my  Lord  be  great,  according  as  thou  haft  fpoken, 
«*  faying,  the  Lord  is  long-fuffering,"  &c.  He  could  exercife  this 
Almighty  Power  upon  thee,  and  crufii  thee  by  it  as  a  moth  is€ni(h«> 
cdi  but  behold  he  exercifes  it  upon  hlmfelf  in  flopping  the  p^o- 
penfions  of  his  own  juftiee,  which  daily  folicit  him  to  cut  thee  off  5 
it  is  the  power  of  Gpd  over  bisvjrrath^  bridling  and  reftraining  it 
from  day  to  day. 

2.  This  patience  is  exercifed  toward  fuch  as  periOi,  in  a  tempo- 
rary delay  of  their  damnation  ;  and  though  this  be  but  a  mere  fufl 
peniion  of  his  wrath  for  a//W,  yet  it  is  a  glorious  aft  of  patience  in 
him:  as  tha,t  forecited  text»  ^oni.  ix.  2:^,  (hews.  Is  it  nothing  for 
a  finner  condemned  as  foqn  as  born,  to  be  reprieved  fo  niahy  years 
out  of  hell  ?  Thou  haft  becfn  provoking  him  daily  and  hourly  to  cut , 
thee  off,  and  fend  thee  to  thy  own  place  ;  and  yet  to  be  oq  this  fide 
the  cverlafting  burnings,  this  is  wholly  owing  to  the  riches  of  hi^ 
forbearance.  Ah^  how  is  God  to  be  aJ mired  in  this  his  glorious 
power  over  his  own  wrath  !  when  we  look  abroad  into  the  ivorld, 
and  fe;,e  every  wliere  finners  ripe  for  deftrudlion,  daring  the  God 
of  heaven  to  his  face,  yet  forborne,  tpw  admirable  is  this  ppwer  of 
God!         .    ^ 

3.  God  doth  not  only  ejjercifc  this  power  in  a  temporary  fufpen- 
fion  of  his  wrath  againft  fomej  who',  alas,  muft  feel  if  at  (aft  \  but 
he  delays  the  execution  of  his  wrath  in  a  defign  of  mercy  towards 
others,  that  they  may  never  feel  it,  Ifa.  xlviii,  8,  ;9.  ,  Tl^us  he  bears 
with  his  own  eleft  all  the  years  of  their  lives  wherein  they  lay  itx 
th^ftate  of  nature,  and  went  on  in  a  courfe  of , rebellion  againft 
God ;  and  this  long-fuffering  of  God  towards  them  proVes  their 
frlvation,  as  you  have  it  m  2  Pet.  iii.'i^.  <*  And  accovnt,.}li?it  the 
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'<  long^ufl^ring  of  our  Lord  is  falvation.**  What  is  the  meaning 
of  that?  Ah,  Chridian,  thou  niayeft  eafilj  know  the  meaning  of 
it,  without  turning  over  many  Commentaries :  thou  art  now  in  Chrift^ 
fafely  efcaped  out  of  the  danger  of  wrath  to  come  \  but  thou  oweft 
this  thy  falvation  to  the  patience  and  long-fufiering  of  God  to- 
wards thee.  Yor  what  if  he  had  cut  thee  off  in  the  days  of  thy 
ignorance  and  rebellion  againft  him  (and  thou  knoweil  thou  didft 
give  him  millions  of  provocations  fo  to  do)  where  hadft  thou  now 
been  ?  Thou  hadft  never  fcen  Chrift,  nor  the  lead  dawning  hope 
of  falvation  by  him.  Remember  how  oft  you  lay  in  thofe  days  up- 
on beds  of  ficknefsj  upon  the  brink  of  the  grave  \  what  was  it  that 
faved  thee  from  eternal  wrath  but  this  admirable  patience  of  Chrift? 
Well,  therefore,  may  the  apoftle  fay,  "  Account  the  long-fuffering 
«  of  God  to  be  falvation.** 

This  patience  jof  God  feems  to  be  a  branch  fpringing  out  of  his 
mercy  and  goodnefs  \  only  it  differs  from  mercy  in  this,  that  man 
as  miferahU  is  the  obje£l  of  mercy,  but  man  as  criminal  is  the  obje£l 
of  patience*.  Thus  briefly  of  the  nature  of  Divine  patience,  a 
power  of  God  over  his  own  wrath,  not  only  to  fufpend  it  for  a 
time  towards  them  that  perifh,  but  to  delay  thd  execution  of  it  in  a 
deiigD  of  falvation  towards  others. 

ZeconHjy  Next  we  come  to  (hew  the  various  evidences  of  this  Di- 
vine patience,  or  wherein  it  appears  in  its  glorious  manifeftations 
towards  provoking  finners  )  and  there  are  feven  full  evidences  and 
difcoveries  of  it,  which  fhould  make  the  hearts  of  ilnners  melt  with- 
in them,  whilft  they  are  founding  in  their  ears.  Ah,  methinksy 
fuch  as  thefe  fhould  melt  down  your  hard  hearts  before  the 
Lord! 

I.  And  the  firft  evidence  of  the  riches  of  his  patience  fhall  be 
taken  from  the  multitude  of  fins  that  men  and  women  are  guilty  of 
before  him,  the  lead  of  which  is  a  burden  too  heavy  for  any  crea- 
ture to  bear  ;  the  Pfalmift  faith,  Pfal.  xl.  12.  "  Innumerable  evils 
"  have  compafled  me  about."  It  was  true,  as  applied  to  the  per- 
fon  of  David ;  and  though  it  be  there  applied  to  the  perfon  of 
Chrift,  yet  not  one  of  them  were  his  own  fins,  but  ours  \  called 
his,  l^  God's  reckoning  or  imputing  them  to  him.  Men  can  num- 
ber vaft  films,  millions  of  millions,  but  no  man  can  number  his  own 
fins,  they  pais  all  account.  There  is  not  a  member  of  the  body, 
thoagh  never  fo  fmall,  but  hath  been  the  inftrument  of  innumera- 
ble evils.  For  inftancc,  the  tongucy  the  apoftle  tells  us,  is  a  world 
ofimqmtjy  Jam.  iii.  6.  And  if  there  be  a  world  of  fin  in  one  memr 
ber,  what  then  are  the  fins  of  all  ?  How  many  idle,  frothy,  vain 
words,  hath  thy  tongue  uttered  ?  And  yet  for  them,  Chrift  faith, 
"  Men  fhall  give  an  account  in  the  day  of  judgment,**  Mat.  xii.  36. 
And  what  have  the  fins  of  thy  thoughts  been  ?  «  The  thoughts  of 
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<*  fooliflmefs  is  fin,**  (faith  Solomon,)  Pror.  xxiv.  9.  O,  who  can 
underftand  his  errors  ?  Yet  the  patience  of  God  hath  not  failed 
lindcr  fuch  innumerable  cvik.  O  glorious  patience !  well  may  it 
be  ufliered  in,  in  the  text  with  a  term  of  admiration,  Behold,   I 


2.  The  fecond  evidence  of  the  Divine  patience  (hall  be  taken 
from  the  heinous  nature  of  feme  fins  above  others,  whereby  fin- 
ners  fly,  as  it  were,  in  the  very  face  of  Godj  and  yet  he  bears  with 
long-fuffering,  lets  not  loofe  his*  hands  to  cut  them  off.  All  fins 
are  not  of  one  fize  ;  fome  have  a  fllghter  tin£hire,  and  fome  are 
deeper ;  called  upon  that  account  fcarlet  and  crimfon  fins,  Ifa.  i. 
18.  double-dyed  abominations,  fins  in  grain;  fuch  are  fins  againil 
knowledge,  fins  committed  after  convictions,  and  covenants,  and 
rebukes  of  providence.  I  do  not  only  fpeak  of  outward  grofs  a£b 
of,fin  ;  for  as  the  (choolmen  well  determine,  though  outward  fins 
are  fins  of  greater  infamy,  yet  inv^rd  fins  may  be  fins  of  greater 
guUt :  even  thofc  fins  that  never  took  air  to  defame  thee  in  the 
world :  but  whatever  they  be,  reader^  whether  outward  or  inward, 
thy  confcience  is  privy  to  them,  and  thy  foul  may  ftand  amazed  at 
the  pat^nce  of  God  in  forbearing  thee  all  this  while  under  fuch 
provocations  and  horrid  rebellions  againft  him ;  efpecially,  confi- 
dering  how  many  there  be  this  day  in  hell  that  never  provoked 
God  by  finning  with  fuf:h  an  hieh  hand  as  thou  haft  done. 

3.  It  16  yet  a  greater  evidence  ofthc  patience  of  God  in  bearing 
witn,  and  forbearing  us  under  the  guilt  of  that  fpecial  fin,  viz. 
THie  flighting  and  neglefting  of  Jefus  Chrift :  here  is  a  fin  that 
goes  to  the  very  heart  of  Jelus  Chrift }  he  can  bear  any  other  fin 
rather  than  that  \  and  yet  this  hath  Chrift  borne  from  every  foul  of 
you.  You  are  the  men  and  women  that  have  fpurned  at  the  ycam- 
iag  bowels  of  his  mercies,  flighted  his  grace,  trampled  his  precious 
blood  under  foot,  and  yet  he  hath  forborne  you  unto  this  day;  read 
Matt.  xxii.  5.  and  let  thy  confcience  anfwer,  whether  thou  art  not 
equally  deep  in  the  guilt  of  making  light  of  Chrift  with  thofe 
wretches  upon  whom  it  is  there  charged.  Chrift  hath  fuffcred  the 
wrath  of  God  in  thy  room,  brought  home  falvation  in  gofpcl-ofi^ers 
to  thy  door :  and  then  ,to  be  flighted !  no  patience  but  his  own 
could  bear  it.  Every  fermon  and  prayer  jou  have  fat  under  with 
a  dead  heart;  every  motion  of  hb  Spirit  which  you  have  quenched, 
what  is  this  but  the  makln?  light  of  Chrifl,  and  the  great  falvation ! 
here  the  dcepeft  projeft  of  infinite  wifdom,  and  the  richcft  gift  of 
free-grace,  wherein  God  commends  his  love  to  men,  are  vilely  un- 
dervalued as  fmall  things  :  and  thus  have  you  done  days  without 
number  \  and  yet  his  hand  is  not  ftretched  out,  to  cut  thee  ofF  in 
thy  rebellion  :  Who  is  a  God  Hh  unto  thee  /  What  patience  like  the 
patience  of  Chrift! 
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4.  The  length  of  time  the  patience  of  Chrift  hath  endured  thee^ 
fpeaks  the  perfe^ion  and  riches  of  patience  towards  thee. 

Confider  (inner,  what  age  thou  art  of,  how  many  years  thou 
canft  number,  and  that  all  this  hath  been  a  time  of  patience,  for 
ihou  waft  a  tranfgreflbr  from  the  womb,  Ifa.  xlviH.  8,  9.  yet  for 
his  name  fake  hath  he  deferred  his  anger,  and  hath  not  cut  thee 
oC  How  foon  did  the  wrath  of  God  break  forth  upon  the  angels 
when  they  finned  in  heaven  !  And  how  long  hath  it  borne  whh 
thee,  whiift  thou  haft  been  provoking  him  on  earth  ?  Was  there 
ever  patience  like  the  patience  of  God  !  Many  thoufands  have  been 
fern  away  to  hell  fince  thy  day,  but  thou  arc  yet  fpared  i  O  that 
thebng-fufiering  of  God  might  be  falvation  to  thee  ! 

5.  It  is  a  great  evidence  of  the  power  of  Divine  patience  that  may 
be  drawn  from  the  grievoufneis  of  our  fins  to  God,  during  the 
whole  time  of  his  forbearance  :  it  is  true,  there  is  no  proper  paffion 
in  the  Divine  nature,  no  real  perturbation,  his  anger  is  a  mild  and 
holy  flame ;  yet  the  contrariety  of  fin  to  the  holine(s  of  his  nature 
is  what  makes  hisi  patience  miraculous  in  the  eyes  of  men.  The 
fcripturefpeaking  in  a  condefcending  language  to  the  underftanding 
of  the  creature,  reprefents  God  as  wounded  to  the  heart  by  the 
fins  of  men  5  fo  in  Ezek.  vi.  9.  « I  ai!n  broken  with  their  whorifh 
"  heart,  which  hath  departed  from  me  i*'  and  Amos  ii.  13.  «<  Be- 
''  hold  I  am  prefted  under  you,  as  a  cart  is  prefTed  that  is  full  of 
"  flieaves,**  when  the  axle-tree  is  ready  to  crack  under  the  load: 
and  2  Chron.  xxxvi.  16.  it  is  faid,  «'<  The  wrath  of  the  Lord  arofe 
**  againft  his  people  till  there  was  no  remedy  ;'*  his  patience  would 
bear  do  longer,  and  therefore  when  he  executes  his  wrath  upon 
provoking  finners,  that  execution  is  reprefented  in  the  nature  oi  an 
cafe  or  relief  to  his  burdened  patience  and  juftice,  Ifa.  1.  24.  "  Ah, 
'*  faith  he,  I  will  eafe  me  of  my  enemies,  and  avenge  nie  of  my 
"  adverfaries.'*  Yet,  obferve,  it  comes  in  with  an  (ah J  with  % 
kinrf  of  regret  and  reluftancy ;  fo  in  Ifa.  x.  25.  "  Yet  a  very  little 
^  while  and  the  indignation  fhall  ceafe,  and  my  anger  is  in  their 
*f  deftruftion.*'  God  could  have  given  eafe  and  reft  this  way  to 
his  anger  long  ago,  but  he  chufes  rather  ftill  to  bear  with  thee, 
than  on  thefe  terms  to  eafe  himfelf  of  thee. 

Evidence  6.  The  vaft  expences  of  his  riches  and  bounty  upon  us, 
during  the  whole  time  of  his  forbearance  and  patience  towards  us, 
fpeak  him  inconceivable  and  infinite  in  his  long-fuffering  towards 
us,  Rom.  ii.  4,  5.  **  Defpifeft  thou  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs,  and 
"  forbearance,  and  long-fuffering,  not  knowing  that  the  goodnefs 
"  of  God  leadeth  thee  to  repentance  ?**  q.  d.  Vile  finner,  canft 
thou  compute  the  treafures  of  bounty  and  goodnefs,  thou  haft  been 
fiotoufly  fpending  and  wafting  all  this  while  ?  Doft  thou  know 
vhat  vaft  fums  Chrift  hath  fpent  upon  thee  to  preferve  thee  fo 
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long  out  of  hell  ?  There  be  two  treafure»  fpendiiig  upon  finriers  all 
the  time  o(  God's  forbearance  of  them  \  there  is  the  precious 
treafure  of  thy  time  wafted,  and  the  invaluable  ftreams  of  gofpel- 
grace  running  all  this  while  at  the  wafte  fpbut:  thy  time  is  precious ; 
the  whole  of  thy  time,  which  is  betwixt  thee  and  eternity,  is  but 
little,  and  the  moft  thereof  has  been  wafted  in  fin,  and  caft  away 
upon  vanity  :  but  that  is  not  all,  the  treafures  of  gofpel-grace  have 
been  wafting  all  this  while  upon  thee.  In  35ech.  iv.  1 2.  it  is  com- 
pared to  golden  oil,  maintaining  the  lamps  of  ordinances ;  io  it  is 
fct  forth  to  us  in  that  ftately  emblem.  Who  Would  maintain  a  lamp 
with  golden  oil  for  wanton  children  to  play  by  ?  Yet  this  hath 
God  done  while  thy  foul  hath  dallied  and  trifled  with  him.  The 
witneffes  and  miniftcrs  of  Chrlft,  in  Rev.  xi.  3, 4.  are  compared  to 
thofe  olive-trees  that  drop  their  precious  oil,'  their  gifts,  graces, 
yea,  and  their  natural  fpirits  with  them,  intoihis  lamp,  to  keep  it 
burning  ;  all  this  while  the  blood  of  Chrift  hath  been  running  in 
vain,  the  minifters  of  Chrift  preaching  and  befeecliing  in  vain,  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift  ftriving  with  you  in  vain.  ^  You  burn  away  goldien 
oil,  and  yet  your  lamp  is  not  gone  out.  O  marvellous  patience !  O 
the  riches  of  God's  forbearance ! 

7.  Laftly,  The  riches  of  Divine  patience  towards  you,  are  greatly 
heightened  and  aggravated  by  the  quick  difpatch  the  Lord  hath 
made  of  other  finners,  whilft  he  hath  fpared  and  paft  over  you. 
This  comparative  confideration  calls  upon  you  in  the  apoftle's  lan- 
guage,' Rom.  xi.  22.  "  Behold  the  goodnefi  and  ftverjity  of  God  j* 
<<  on  them  which  fell,  ieverity ;  but  towards  thee,  goodncfs,  if 
<«  thou  continue  in  his  goodnefs,  otherwife  thou  fhalt  be  cut  off.'* 
Some  finners  have  been  cut  off  in  the  beginning  of  their  days,Tnany ' 
in  the  very  afts  of  fin,  and  thofe  not  greater  than  thy  fins ;  they 
are  gone  to  their  own  place,  and  thou  ft  ill  left  for  a  monnnient  of 
the  patience  and  forbearance  of  God.  The  fin  of  Achan  was  not 
a  greater  fin  than  thy  covetoufnefi,  and  the  earthlinefs  of  thy  heart 
is  ;  the  fin  of-Nadab  and  Abihu,  in  offering  up  ftrange  fire,  than 
thy  fuperftition,  and  offering  up  uncommanded  fervices  to  God  r 
yet  the  hand  of  God  fell  upon  them,  and  fmote  them  dead  in  the 
place ;  in  the  day  and  place  wherein  they  finned,  they  perifhed  ; 
they  were  taken  away  in  their  iniquities,  but  thou  referved.  O 
that  it  might  be  for  an  inftanqe  and  example  of  the  riches  of  Divme 
patience,  which  may  at  laft  lead  thee  to  repentance  ! 

Thus  I  have  given  you  feven  evidences  of  thfe  wonderful^  pa- 
tience of  Chrift,  who  hath  ftood,  and  ftill  doth  ftand  at.  the  door 
and  knock.  Next  we  will  enquire  into  the  grounds  and  reaibns  of 
this  marvellous  patience  of  Chrift,  this  aftonilhing  long-fuffering 
of  God  towards  finners ;  and  there  are  divers  obvious  reafons  of 
the  long-fufiering  of  God  towards  men. 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


EngtanJPs  Dut^.  69 

keafitn  u  The  exerciie  of  his  patience  is  a  (landing  teftimonf  of 
his  reconcilable  and  merciful  nature  towards  finful  man.  This  he 
ihewed forth  in  his  patience  toward  Paul,  a  great  example  of  his 
merciful  nature,  for  a  pattern  to 'them  that  ihould  hereafter  beliere 
on  him,  i  Tim.  i.  i6.  The  long-fuffertng  of  Ood  is  a  fpecial  part 
of  his  manifeftative  glory  \  and  therefore  when  Mofes  defir^  a 
light  of  hb  glory,  £xod«  xxxiv.  6.  he  proclaims  his  name,  <<  Tho 
<<  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-fufferingy 
"  and  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth."  He  would  have  poor 
finntrs  look  towards  him  as  an  atoneable  Deity,  a  God  willing  to 
be  reconciled,  a  God  that  retaineth  not  his  anger  for  ever ;  but  if 
poor  finoers  will  take  hold  of  his  ftrength,  and  make  peace  with 
Um,  they  may  have  peace,  Ifa.  xxvii.'4»  This  |png-fu&ring  is  an 
attribute  very  expreffive  of  the  Divine  natui% ;  he  is  willing  unners 
ihould  know,  whatever  their  provocations  have  been,  there  is 
room  for  pardon  and  peace,  if  they  will  yet  come  in  to  accept  the 
terms.  This  patience  is  a  dia4^m  belonging  to  the  imperial  crown 
of  heaven ;  the  Lord  glories  in  it,  as  what  is  peculiar  to  himfelf, 
Hof.  xL  9.  I  will  not  execute  the  fiercenefs  of  my  anger ;  for  I  am 
«  God  and  not  man  ^"  q.  d.  Had  I  been  as  man,  the  holieft^ 
mcekelV,  and  mortifiedft  man  upon  earth,  I  had  confumed  them 
long  ago  I  but  I  am  God  and  not  man,  my  ^patience  is  above  all 
created  patience  ;  no  hufband  can  bear  with  his  wife,  no  parent 
vich  his  child,  as  God  hath  borne  with  you.  That  is  one  reafoa 
rf  Chrift's  waiting  upon  trifling  finners,  to  give  proof  of  his  gra^- 
cious,  merciful,  and  reconcilable  nature  towards  th^  worft  of 
fioners. 

Roifin  2.  The  Lord  excrcifes  this  admirable  patience  towards 
'uoers,  with  defign  thereby  to  lead  them  to  repentance }  that  is 
^  dire£l  aim  and  intention  of  it.  The  Lord  defires,  aAd  delights 
to  fee  ingenuous  relentings  and  brokennefs  of  heart  for  fin ;  and 
there  is  nothing  like  hk  forbearance  and  patience  for  promoting 
&ch  an  evangelical  repentance.  All  the  terrors  oi  the  law  will 
oot  break  the  heart  of  a  finner,  as  the  patience  and  long4iiffering 
of  God  will  do ;  therefore  it  is  faid,  Rom.  ii%  4«  <<  That  the  good-* . 
"  nefs,  forbearance,  and  long-fuffering  of  God  lead  men  to  re*  • 
^^  pentance :"  thcie  are  fitted  to  work  upon  all  thofe  principles  of 
humanity  which  incline  men  to  repentance }  reaTon,  con(cience» 
gi^tltuile,  feel  the  influences  of  the  goodnefs  of  God  herein,  and 
njelt  uniier  it ;  Saul's  heart  relented  in  this  cafe,  z  Sam.  xxiv.  ij* 
**  Is  t!u$  thy  voice,  my  Son  David  i  and  Saul  lift  up  his  voice  and 
"  vept:  and  he  faid  to  David,  Thou  art  more  righteous  than  I, 
"  for  thou  haft  rewarded,  me  good,  whereas  I  have  rewarded 
**  thee  eviL''    Thus  xhe  goodnefs  and  forbearance  of  God  doth,. 
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2i  it  «ere»  take  a  iioner  by  thq  bsuid*  leads  bim  into  a  comer, 
and  £i'uh|  comej  let  thee  aad  me  talk  together »  thus  and  thus  vile 
kaft  thoii  beeoi  and  thus  and  thus  long^fi^ering  and  merciful 
have  I  been  to  thee ;  thy  heart  hath  beea  AiU  of  fin,  the  heart  of 
thy  God  hath  been  full  of  pity  and  ntercy :  Tliis  puts  the  finner 
into  tears,  breaks  his  heart  in  pieces  i  if  any  thing  in  the  world 
inll  melt  a  hard  hearts  thi^  will  do  it.  0  how  good  hath  God 
btcn  to  me  i  How  have  I  tried  his  patience  to  the  utterrnQft^  and 
ftili  he  waiteth  to  be  gracious  and  is  exalted  that  he  may  hsve 
compaffii>n ;  the  fobs  and  tears»  the  ingenuous  thaws  and  relent* 
ings  of  a  finner's  hearty  under  the  apprehenfioos  of  the  fparing 
inevcy  aad  goodnefi  of  Qodt  is  the  muflc  of  heaven. 

Rf^o^  3*  '^be  liord  exercifes  this  long-fufiering  tiywards  fin*, 
ners,  to  clear  his  juftice  in  the  damnation  of  all  tltt  c^ftinate  rc« 
fofers  of  Chrift  and  mercy.  Chrift  waits  at  our  doors  now,  that 
hemay  beclearinhisfentcnceagainftus  heireafter.  Thbpatience 
of  Qurift  takes  away  all  apologies  and  pleas  out  of  the  mouths  of 
impenitent  finners  i  the  more  Chrift's  patience  hathbeen»  the  Ids 
defence  or  plea  they  will  have  for  themfelvcs. 

Thmk  with  tbyfelf,  iinneri  what  wilt  thqu  anfwer  in  the  great 
day,  when  Chrift  (hall  fay.  Did  I  not  fiand  at  thy  door  from  day 
to  day,  6t)m  fabbath  to  fabbath,  from  year  to  year»  calling,  wooing, 
periuading  thpe  to  be  reconciled,  and  accept  pardon  and  mercy  ia 
the  proper  ieafon  of  them^  and  thou  wouldft  not  i  Rev.  iL  zi. 
«  I  gave  her  fpace  to  repent,  and  fl&o  repented  not."  Well,  tha 
Lord  gives  you  time  now,  a  fpace  for  repentance,  inch  a  fpaoe  as 
millions  of  fouls,  gone  out  of  time  into  a  miferable  eternity,  never 
bad..  With  whomfoever  Chrift  hath  been  quick  and  ievere>  to 
be  fuie  be  hath  not  been  fo  with  you.  This  time  of  Chrift's  po* 
tience  will  be  evidence  enough  to  clear  Chrift  and  condemn  you  i 
men  and  angels  (hall  applaud  the  fentence  as  dreadhil  as.  it  is>  and 
fay,  righteous  art  thou,  O  Lord,  in  judging  thus. 

Rea/a9t  4*  The  Lovd  draws  forth  and  exercifes  his  admirable  ps^ 
tience  towards  finners  for  the  continuation  and  propagation  of  the 
church*  The  church  muft  be  continued  and  propagated  from  age 
to  age ;  and  if  God  fhould  be  quick  in  cutting,  off  finners  as  foon 
asever  they  provoke  hinv  Whence  (bouki  the  eleft  of  God  rife  ia 
this  world  ?  There  ape  thoufands  of  God's  deii  in  the  foins  of 
God's  enemies.  Many  that^will  heartily  embrace  Chrift,  muft  rile 
finmi  fuch  as  rejed  him« 

Now  if  God  fliould  cut  off  thefo  in  the  beginning  of  their  pro- 
vocations, How  fliould  the  church  be  continued?  Where  had 
good  AUjah  and  Hezekiah  been,  if  wicked  Jeroboam  and  Ahaz 
had  been  cut  off  in  their  firft  tranfg^refiSons  /  The  Lord  fufifers 
paany  a  wicked  parent  to  ftand  for  a  time  under  his  patience  i  be- 
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avfe  cbaditft  are  to  Tpriftg  from  them  trh^  willob^aAd  cmtxrace 
tbt  Cfarift  whom  their  wicked  parents  nsjeAed  t  y6a,  tkfe  wicked 
do  not  only  propagate  the  church,  but  at«  ^Sdfefut  to  preferf^  and  de^ 
fbd  k:  as  the-ufeleis*chftff  is  a  defence  to  the  wheatj  Rev.  idi.  16% 
«  The  earth  ftall  help  the  woman*'' 

Rti^w  5«  To  condode»  The  Lord  exercH^th  thi$  loAg-ftifferihg 
toward  finnen^  in  a  gracioos  condefCeAlion  to  the  praj^rs  of  bis 
people.  <«  Were  it  not  that  the  Lord  had  left  a  fmall  remntot, 
'<  we  had  been  as  Sodom,  we  had  beetl  like  unto  Gomorrha,* 
Ha.  i.  ^ 

The  prayers  and  interceffions  of  the  faints  are  a  doeen  betwixt 
^ked  men  and  the  wrath  of  God  f<k*  a  tknei  Job  xxii.  30.  The 
innocent  preserve  the  ifUnd.  The  work!  ihtfkds  by  the  prayers  of 
the  iaina  \  what  mukitndet  of  rebellions  Chrift'^defpifirtg  fitmeH 
fwana  thk  day  in  every  j^  of  this  nation  ?  Such  as  dechi^^  b]^ 
tbenr  open  pradice,  they  will  not  have  Chrift  to  reign  over  them^now 
coitenm  his  offers,  dcfpiie  his  n&etfengers }  but  bkfled  be  God» 
yea,  and  let  them  blefi  him  too,  that  there  irt  others  moilnifaig  to 
tiw  Lord  ftr  them,  befeeching  bis  fettearafice  towards  them,  Lit* 
tie  do  the  wicked  know  how  mnch  they  are  beholden  to  the  prayw 
^  of  the  faints.  Theft  and  foch  like  reafons  prevail  with  thd 
Lml  Jeibs  to  ftand  in  a  waiting,  patient  ^ftUre,  at  the  doors  o^ 
imat»  Ah,  how  loth  is  ^e  to  give  them  up !  We  now  ^oceed 
(othedcsofthispohitby  wayof,  ^ 

I.  Infartnation* 

2^  Eahortatkin. 

3.  Confeiation. 

Ufe  I.  And  Firfit  Thk  point  w91  be  very  frnitful  for  inibrma- 
.tkttof  out  underfiandings  in  divers  great  and  ufeful  pohits,  both 
<ioclrtnal  and  pradkal,  wherefai  every  (bul  among  you  b  deeply 
concerned ;  and  therefore,  I  befiiech.yott,  lef  them  be  heard  and 
pondered  with  an  anfwerable  attentioil  and  ftrioulhds  of  Spirit : 
And  the  firft  inference  (hall  be  this. 

Infer.  1.  If  the  Lord  Jefas  do  exerdTe  Aich  adnurable  patience 
towards  finners,  Then  how  much  bettet  is  it  fbr  poor  finners  to  he  in 
the  bands  tf  Cbrifi^  tbkfrin  the  hands  tf  the  b^  and  bolieft  mati  in  the 
^BorUf  O  finncr,  it  is  better  for  thee  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
n>eek  and  merciiul  Jeftis,  than  into  the  hands  of  the  deareft  friend 
^  haft  upon  earth ;  no  creature  can  bear  what  Chrift  bears : 
Ao  panence  Uke  the  patience  <tf  Chrift :  It  b  faid  of  Mofes,  Numb« 
xi'  u.  «  Now  the  man  Mofes  was  meek  abpve  all  men  upon  the 
**  face  of  the  earth.''  There  was  never  fuch  a  man  bom  into  the 
v<^}  for  patience,  meeknefii,  and  long-fuffering  as  Mofes  was^ 
>ad  jet  for  all  that,  this  mirror  of  meeknefs  could  not  bear  the 
Fovocations  of  Ifirael :  You  rebels^    faith  he,  mufl  I  draw  Wate^ 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


72  BngUnfs  Duty* 

for  fo\x  out  of  tbe  rock  ?  ThuB  was  bis  fpirit  ruffled  with  the 
prcrvooations  of  Ifrael,  and  this  loft  him  the  land  of  Canaan.  Jo- 
nah was  a  good  man,  a  prophet  of  the  Lord;  yet  becaufe  the  Lord 
ironld  not  be  fo  quick  and  fevere  with  Nineveh,  as  Jonah  would 
have  had  him,  in  what  uncomely  bnguage  doth  his  angry  foul  re- 
turn upon  his  God?  Jonah  iv.  %i  «  O  Lord,  (faith  he)  was  not 
««  this  my  faying  when  I  was  yet  in  my  country;  Therefore 
5«  I  fled  before  unto)  TaHhiih,  for  I  knew  thou  wert  a  gra- 
ce cious  God  and  merciful,  flow  to  anger,  aiid  of  great  kindnefs, 
«  and  rcpenteft  thee  of  the  evil ;  therefore,  now,  O  Lord,  take, 
(<  I  befcech  thee,  my  life  frefm  me,  for  it  is  better  for  me  to  die 
<«  than  to  live:"  q.  d-  Ah,  Lord,  I  knew  it  would  come  to  this, 
I  kn6w  tby  gracious  nature,  how  inclinable  thou  art  to  mercy,  and 
that  upon  the  firft  appearance  of  their  repentance,  thou  wouldft 
repent  of  tbe  evil;  ^d  fo  fr^-grace  would  make  me  as  a  liar  among 
them* 

Nay,  give  me  leave  to  fpe^k  a  higher  word  than  all  this,  and  let 

it.  not.fe^m  ftrange,  that  the  patience  of  the  glorified  faints  in 

heaven  is  npthing  to  the  patience  of  Chrift  towards  provotdngiinners 

upon  earth.    Thofe  glorified  fouls  that  be  above,  though  they  have 

patience)  among  other  «gra((reS|  perfected  in  its  kmd,  yet  fUU  it  is 

but  created,   pnite  patience,   and  it  cannot  bear  what  Chrift*s 

patience  bears :  Take  ^ua  inftanceof  it  out' of -Rev.  vi.  9,  lo,  f  1.  «*  I 

«  faw  under  the  altar  the  foul^  of  thofe  that  were  (lain  for  the 

«<  word  of  God,  and  for  the  teftimony  which  they  held  ;  and  they 

^  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  faying,  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and 

w  true,  doft  not* thou  judge  and  avenge  our  blood  on  them  that 

<<  dwell  on  the  earth ;  And  jt  was  faid  unto  th^m,  That  they  fliould 

«  reft  for  a  little  feafon."     Here  you  fee  glorified  fouls  Icfs  kble  to 

bear  the  ilow  pace  of  juftice  towards  their  enemies,  than  Chrift 

was.     It  is.  true,  here* was  no  iinfol  impatience,  but  yet  a  patience 

^ort  of  Chrift's  infinite  patience.     Ah,  if  you  were  'to  depend 

upon  the  patience  of  any  creature  in  heaven  or  earth,  you  had 

worn  it  out  long  ago/ 1  will  not  execute  the  fiercenefs  of  me  in  anger, 

for  I  am  God  and  not  man.     Ah,  it  is  well  we  have  to  do  with 

God ;  if  a  man  find  his  enemy,  will  he  let  him  go  away  ?  i  Sam. 

xxiv.  19.      No,  he  will  reckon  before  he  part  with  him.    Sinner, 

the  Lord  finds  thee  daily  in  thy  fins,  and  yet  lets  thee  go ;  yet 

beware  thou  try  npt  his  patience  too  far,  left  vengeance  overtake 

thee  at  laft,  and  pay  the  juftice  of  God  with  all  the  arrears  due  to 

patience. 

Infir.  2.  Hence  it   follows,    that  convincid  and  broken-^hearted 
Jinners  need  not  be  difcouraged  ingoing  to  Jefus  Chrift  for  mercjy  feeing 
lie  exercifes  fuch   wmdifjul  patience  tonv^irds  Minate  (ind  refufng 
Jinners^ 
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This  inference  breathes  pure  gofpel ;  it  is  a  cordial  to  cheer  the 
heart  that  is  moving  towards  Chrift  with  fear  and  tremblmg.  It  is 
a  great  artifice  of  the  devil  to  daunt  and  difcourage  poor  convinc* 
ed  finnars>  by  telling  them  there  is  no  hope  of  mercy  for  them ; 
that  they  fhall  find  the  arms  of  mercy  clofed,  the  bowels  of  com* 
paffion  diut  up ;  that  the  time  of  mercy  is  now  paft,  they  come  too 
late.  O  how  bufy  is  Satan  with  fuch  fuggeftions  as  thefe  in  many  . 
of  your  fouls  I  But  I  am  come  to  tell  you  this  day,  that  thefe  are 
but  the  artifices  of  the  enemy,  you  are  going  to  the  fountain  of 
mercy,  patience,  goodnefs,  and  long-fnffering ;  go  on,  and  you 
fhall  find  abundantly  more  than  yon  expeO.  He  will  not  caft  off 
a  foul  that  comes  mourning  and  panting  towards  him,  and  is  willing 
to  fnbicribe  the  goTpel-articles  of  reconciliation :  No,  he  will  not 
flint  out  fuch  a  (but,  whatever  its  rebellions  and  provocations  have 
been.  Sinner,  thou  art  going  to  the  meek  and  merciful  Jcfiii, 
Matth.  xj.  28.  <<  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy 
•*  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft  5  take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and 
«  learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly.''  You  arc  goitig  to 
meeknefi  and  mercy  itfelf ;  he  is  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  is  his 
name ;  Go  on  then,  poor  trembling  finner,  don't  ftand  any  longer 
at,  fliall  I,  (hall  1 1  with  Chrid  •,  but  make  a  bold  but  necefi&ry 
adventure  of  faith }  try  him  once,  and  then  report  what  you  find 
him  to  be :  Certainly  if  he  exercife  fuch  patience  towards  the  vefllels 
of  wrath,  whilft  they  are  fitting  to  defVruAion,  as  he  doth,  Rom.  ir. 
22.  he  will  not  want  patience  for  a  veflel  of  mercy,  preparing  by 
humiliation  and  faith  for  Chrift  and  glory.  Doth  he  forbear  thofe 
that  ftand  in  defiance,  and  will  he  fall  upon  thofc  that  are  mourning 
to  him  upon  the  knee  of  fubmiflion  ?  Shall  a  damned  wretch^ 
that  is  preparing  for  bell,  find  fo  much  forbearance,  and  a  poor 
broken-hearted  finner  none?  It  cannot  be.  If  Jefus  Chrift  forbore 
thee  when  thy  heart  was  hard  as  a  rock,  and  could  not  yield  one 
tear,  one  figh  for  fin,  will  he  execute  his  wrath  upon  thee,  will  he 
fhew  thee  no  mercy,  when  thy  heart  is  broken  all  to  pieces  with 
forrow,  and  filled  with  loathing  and  deteftation  againft  fin,  and 
thyfelf  for  fin  i  Did  he  forbear  thee  when  fin  was  thy  delight  I 
And  will  he  deftroy  thee  now  it  is  thy  burden  i     It  cannot  be. 

Moreover,  if  the  Lord  Jcfos  had  not  a  mind  to  (hew  mercy  to 
thy  poor  foul,  now  that  thine  eyes  are  opened,  and  thine 
hcMTt  touched  to  the  quick,  why  hath  he  forborne  the  execution  of 
his  wrath  fo  long  ?  He  might  have  taken  his  own  time  to  cut  you 
off  when  he  would,  he  might  have  made  any  day  the  execution-day: 
But  fiirc,  among  all  the  days  of  thy  life,  the  day  of  thy  humilia- 
tion, the  day  of  thy  faith,  is  not  like  to  prove  that  day. 

Again,  as  great  and  viicfinners  as  thyfelf  have  adventured  upon 
the  grace  of  Chrift^  and  found  it  infinitely  beyond  their  expefia- 
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tiiNi.  Thefe  tbe  iiord  Jefas  hath  fet  forth  as  encouraging  einm- 
pla  to  all  the  broken-hearted  finners  that  are  coming  after;  that 
theyy  feeing  how  it  hath  fared  with  their  fore-runners  to  Chrifty 
might  be  encouraged  to  come  on  with  the  more  confidence^  i  Tim* 
i.  1 6.  <<  But  I  obuined  mercy,  that  in  me  firft  Chrift  might  (hew 
<<  forth  all  long«>fufl3u'ing»  for  a  pattern  to  them  that  (hould  here- 
*<  after  believe  on  him  to  life  evcrlafting."  Weil  then,  ihut  your 
ears  againft  all  the  whi^>ers  of  Satan,  entertain  no  evil  reports  of 
Chriil  \  th^  devil  loves  to  draw  a  falfe  pi£faire  of  Chrift,  and  repre*- 
fent  him  in  the  moft  diicouraging  form  to  poor  trembUi^  finners  \ 
but  you  will  not  find  him  fo.  What  can  Chrift  fay  more  to  con«> 
vince  and  fatisfy  fouls  than  he  hath  done  ?  He  hath  left  the  bofom 
of  tl>!e  Father,  he  hath  taken  union  with  thy  nature,  he  hath  pour* 
ed  out  his  foul  unto  death ;  he  hath  told  us,  ^Thofe  that  come 
«  unto  him,  he  wiU  in  no  wife  caft  out."  Thoufands  are  gone  be* 
fore  us  in  the  paths  of  repentance  and  faith,  and  found  it  according 
to  his  word  ;  you  have  been  fpared  all  your  life  to  this  day  of  mer* 
qr.     O  do  not  ft:|nd  off  now  upon  fuch  weak  objections. 

Infer.  3.  Thi  Img^fi^mngoJ  Chrtfl  t^mtards  fauurs  infirttStHh  and 
Uacbeth  his  tniinfters  io  imitate  their  Lord  in  a  cbyi/Hihe  patience  and 
iong^fifffering,  Chrift  is  our  pattern  of  patience  \  M  he  wait,  much 
more  mxj  we :  We  think  it  much  to  ftand  from  fabbath  to  fri>- 
bathy  wooing,  pleading,  and  inviting,  and  are  apt  to  be  difcouraged 
when  we  fee  no  fruit  follow.  The  want  of  fucceis  is  apt  to  caft  us 
under  Jeremiah's  temptation,  <<  To  fpeak  no  more  in  his  name  '^ 
and  to  lament  with.Ifaiah,  <<  That  we  have  laboured  in  Tain^**  It 
is  a  hard  cafe  to  ftudy,  pray,  and  preach,  and  fee  all  our  labours 
return  in  vain.  It  is  not  fo  much  the  expending  as  the  retiurning 
of  our  labours  upon  us  in  vain,  that  difcourageth  out  hearts.  Mi- 
nifiers  would  not  die  fo  faft,  faith  Mr  Lockier  on  Coloifians,  nor  be 
grey-headed  fo  foon,  did  they  fee  the  fruits  of  their  laboitfs  upon 
tbor  people.  But  let  us  look  to  our  pattern  in  the  text,  «<  Be* 
<<  hold,  I  ftand  at  the  door  and  knock.''  If  the  mafter  wait,  let 
not  the  fcrvant  be  weary :  "  The  fervant  of  the  Lord  muft  not 
<<  ftrive,  but  be  patient  toward  all ;  waiting,  if  at  any  time  God 
*<  will  give  them  repentance,^'  2  Tim.  iv.  24. 

Though  the  beginnings  be  fmall,  our  latter  end  may  greatly  .in- 
creafe :  Though  we  now  fi£h  with  angles,  and  take  but  now  onei 
and  then  another,  the  time  may  come,  and  we  hope  it  is  at  the 
door,  when  we  (hall  fpread  our  nets,  and  inclofe  multitudes.  Are>^ 
tius,  a  pious  Divine,  comforteth  himfelf  thus,  under  the  u&fuccefs«> 
fiilnefs  of  his  labours,  Dabit  pofierior  aias  traHahiliores fortaffe  animQs% 
mtiora  peBora  quarn  n^ra  habent  tempora.  <  Perhaps, future  days  will 

<  afford  more  tractable  fpirits,  and  ealier  tempers  of  mind,  thao  our 

<  prefeut  times  afford.'  Befide^  the  fruit  of  our  labours  may  fpriilf 
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up  to  a  Ueflcd  harveft  when  we  are  gene^  John  !▼•  37.  Otie  nan' 
ioweth,  and  another  reapeth  j  but  if  not,  our  reMrard  will  not  be 
meafurcd  by  the  fncceis,  but  the  fincerity  of  our  defigna  and  ia^ 
boors.  Our  zeal  for  conva*fion  of  Ibub  to  Chril^  will  be  aceeptedf 
bot  our  diicouragement  in  his  fervke  will  certainly  difpteafe  him. 
K  Ifrael  be  not  gathered^  yet  fhall  we  be  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Lord.  However,  let  this^  be  a  caution  to  yon  that  hear  0S|  that 
joa  caft  not  oov  fouls  under  fuch  dUcouragements,  If  I  may  (peak 
the  (enfe  of  others  from  my  own  experience,  then  I  can  aflfure  you 
that  the  fixednefi  of  your  hearts  in  the  ways  of  fin»  and  your  on* 
tn&bkneis  to  the  calls  of  God,  are  a  greater  burden  and  difcou- 
xagcfflcnt  to  us  than  all  the  fiifierings  we  have  met  withal  kom 
the  woriii  ;.yet  are  we  contented  to  pray  in  hope,  and  preach  in 
hope,  encouraging  ourielves  (the  Lord  gntnt  it  be  not  without 
ground)  that  a  crop  (hall  yet  fpring  up,  which  fliall  make  the  har* 
^^mm  laq|ii. 

Infer.  4.  From  the  ptOlenee  and  bng-Jisffimng  §f  Chrj/t^  i»e  mm 
^e»n  tbi  ittvaUkitU  preciou/hrfs  rf/ctil^^  smd 
firtbem. 

Though  your  fouls  be  cheap  in  your  own  eyes,  and  you  are  con* 
tented  to  fUl  them  for  a  trifle,  for  a  little  (enfual  pieafnre  and  eafe«' 
(fome  of  you  will  haaard  them  for  a  (hiUuig ))  jfX  certainly  Jeiiia 
Cfaiift  hath  an  high  efteem  of  them,  elfe  he  would  nerer  fbnd 
bocking  with  inch  importunity,  and  waiting  with  fuch  wonderful 
pacieiice  for  the  falvation  of  them.  Cbrift  knows  their  worth* 
though  you  da  not }  he  aocounts,  and  fo  ihould  yon,  one  of  your 
fouls  more  worth  than  the  whole  world,  Matth.  xvi.  2tf .  The  (bul 
of  the  pooreft  child  or  meaneft  ferrant  that  hears  me  this  day,  is 
of  greater  value  in  Chrift's  eye  than  the  whole  world ;  and  he  hath 
given  three  great  evidences  of  it,  ( 1 .)  That  he  thought  it  worth  his 
heart-biood  to  redeem  and  fave  it :  i  Pet.  i.  19.  <<  yon  were  not 
'<  redeemed  with  iilver  and  gold,  but  wkh  the  precious  bkx>d  of 
^  the  Son  of  God.''  Had  they  not  been  precious  in  his  eyes,  he 
^imA  never  have  fhed  his  moft  precious  blood  to  rtofom  them. 
[^')  Were  they  not  highly  valuable  in  his  eyes,  he  would  never 
VTiit  with  fuch  utkwearied  patience  to  fave  them  as  he  doth.  He 
hath  beme  thoufands  of  repulfes  and  unreafonable  deniab  from 
you:  Sinner,  Cbrift  hath  knocked  at  thy  door  m  many  a  fermon,  in 
onay  a  prayer,  in  many  aficknefs,  in  all  which  thou  haft  put  hin\ 
oft) denied  him,  or  delayed  him}  yet  flill.he  continues  loiocking 
and  waiting.  Thou  couldfk  not  have  made  the  poorefi  beggar  in 
the  world  wak  at  thy  door  fo  long  as  thy  Redeemer  hath  been 
onde  to  wak^  and  yet  he  k  net  gone  ;  at  this  day  his  voice  founds 
i&  thine  ears,  <<  Behold,  I  ftand  at  the  door  and  knock."  Here^s 
dear  deaionftratiMi  of  the  |^ecioufiaeft  of  thy  foul  in  the  Redeevw 
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.  er^s  eye^«  And  then^  laftly)  when  Chrid  ends  the  treaty,  atid  ghel 
up  the  fouls  of  men  for  loft  and  unperiuadable*  with  what  regret 
and  ibrrow  doth  he  part  with  them  I  Never  did  one  friend  part 
from  another  with  fuch  demon  Itrations  of  forrow  as  Chrift  parteth 
with  the  fouls  of  linners.  The  bowels  of  his  compaffion  roll  toge-> 
ther  i  for  he  knows  what  is  coo)iiig  upon  them,  and  what  that  eter- 
nal mifery  is  into  which  their  wilful  rejection  of  him  will  coll  them : 
In  Luke  xiz.42.  you  find  the  Redeemer's  tears  wept  over  obftinate 
Jerufalem  ;  "  And  when  he  came  nigh  to  the  city,  he  wept  over  it, 

'  <^  and  faidy  O  Jerufalem j  Jeruialem>  if  thou  hadft  known,  atleait 
«  in  this  thy  day,  the  things  that  belong  to  thy  peace, :  but  now 
V  they  are  hid  from  thine  eyes."  like  unto  this  b  tliat  expieffiony 
Ifa.  i.  24.  <<  Ah,  I  will  eafe  me  of  n^ne  enemies,''  &c,  'Fnough 
it  be  an  efife  to  his  juftice,  yet  he  cannot  give  them  up  without  an 
Ab^  an  interjection  of  forrow  \  fo  in  Holea  xi.  8.  <<  How  ihall  I 
<<  give  thee  up,  Ephraim  ?  How  (ball  I  deliver  thee,  Judah  ?"  I 
muft  do  it^bnt  how  ihall  I  go  about  it?  All  thefe  exprei&ons 
ihew  the  great  value  God  hath  for  your  ibuls  \  and  did  you  know 
it  alfo,  certainly  you  would  not  make  Chrift  wait  one  hour 
longer* 

Inftr^  5*  Hence  it  follows,  ^hat  greater  is  the  Jtn^  and  feverer 
wU  be  the  condernnatign  of  them  that  feri/h  under  the  gofpel^  than  of  aU 
other  people  in  the  ^uorld*  Let  me  ipeak  freely  to  you  that  hear  n^ 
this  day.  Jefus  Chrift  hath  fpent  mooe  of  the  riches  of  his  patience 
upon  you  in  one  year,  yea,  in  this  very  day,  than  he  hath  fpent  up* 
•n  the  I>eathen  world  in  all  the  days  of  their  lives ;  they  never 
heard  of  Chriftf  smd  the  great  falvation  \  they  have  had  no  calls  to 
iaith  and  repentance,  as  you  have  had  \  don't  think  God  bath 
dealt  at  this  rate  with  other  nations.  You  have  his  fabbaths,  mi-* 
nifters,  calls  \  he  hath  not  dealt  fo  with  other  nations,  and  as  for 
thefe  things  they  have  not  known  them,  Pfal.  cxlvii.  19.  God  hath 
dealt  in  a  peculiar  vray  with  us,  and  thefe  fp^cial  favours  will  make 
dreadful  accounts.  He  told  the  Jews,  among  whom  he  had  preach- 
ed and  wrought  his  miracles,  <<  It  would  be  more  tolerable  for  So* 
<<  dom  and  Gomorrha  in  the  day  of  judgment  than  for  them )"  and 
in  his  name  I  will  tell  you  this  day,  that  barbarous  Indians  and  A- 
mericans  will  have  a  milder  hell  than  you  \  Mitlus  ardent :  And  as 
the  Lord  told  Ezekiel,  chap.  iii.  5,  6.  *<  Thou  art  not  fent  to  a  peo- 
**  pie  of  a  ftrange  fpeech  and  of  a  hard  language,  whofe  words 
*^  thou  canft  not  underftand  s  furely  had  I  fent  diee  to  them, 
**  they  would  have  hearkened  unto  thee :  But  the  houfe  of  If- 
*^  rael  would  not  hearken  unto  thee,  for  they  will  not  hearkea  un« 
*<  to  me :  For  all  the  houfe  of  Iftael  are  impudent  and  hard-heart- 
«ed." 

Ah|  brethren,  it  Is  a  £id  truths  that  the  nuoifters  of  Chrift  luive 
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ibnnd  more  fruit  of  their  labours  among  the  Savage  Americans  than 
in  Englandj  people  born  and  bred  up  under  the  gofpel.  Had  a 
heathenifti  people  your  fabbaths,  your  minifters,  and  bibles,  they 
would  not  deal  by  Chrift  as  you  have  done :  But  look  you  to  itt 
for  certainly  the  fevcrity  of  his  jufticc  will  at  laft  rccompenfe  the 
cxpence  of  his  patience  :  There  are  two  glaflcs  turned  up  this  day, 
and  both  almoil  run  down  ;  the  glafs  of  the  gofpel  running  down 
on  earthy  and  the  glafs  of  Chris's  patience  running  down  in  hea- 
ven. Be  furc  of  it,  that  for  every  fand  of  mercy,  every  drop  of 
lovc^  that  runs  down  ja»vain  in  this  world,  a  drop  of  wrath  runs 
into  the  vial  of  wrath  which  is  fitting  in  heaven. 

Infer-  6.  ^IfChnft  hath  exercifid  fucb  admirable  patience^  and  longm 
Jirffertng  tvwards  you^  before  he  could ^ain  entrance  into  your  hearts g  then 
you  ha%fe  all  the  reafon  in  the  world  to  exercife  your  patience  for  Cbrifi^ 
and  account  all  long-fufftring  to  be  your  unqueftionable  duty.  Chriit  waff 
not  weary  in  waiting  upon  you,  be  not  you  weary  in  waiting  upon 
him»  or  for  him.  Now,  there  are  three  things  wherein  the  people 
of  God  will  have  much  occaflon  to  exercife  their  patience  with  re- 
fpca  to  Chrift. 

(i .)  You  will  need  a  great  deal  of  patience  to  wait  fof  the  returns 
and  aofwers  of  your  prayers  ;  you  knock  and  wait  at  the  door  of 
mercy,  and  no  anfwer  comes  \  hereupon  difcouragement  and  weari- 
ne(s  ieizeth  your  fpirits.  Poffibly  Tome  of  you  have  prayers  many 
years  gone  upon  the  file  in  heaven,  fome  upon  fpiritual  accounts, 
and  ibme  upon  temporal;  and  becaufe  the  anfwer  is  not  difpatched, 
your  eyes  are  ready  to  fail  with  waiting :  For  the  Lord  may  bear 
long  with  his  own  eleA,  Luke  xviii.  7.  The  feed  of  praycx  lies 
under  the  clods,  and  will  at  laft  fpring  up.  <<  For  he  never  faid  to 
f  <  the  feed  of  Jacob,  feek  me  in  vain :"  None  feek  God  in  vain, 
bot  thofe  that  feek  him  vainly.  Now,  you  (hould  not  be  too  quick 
and  fliort-breathed  in  waiting  upon  God  for  the  returns  of  prayer, 
coniidering  how  long  you  made  Chrid  wait  upon  you. 

(2.)  You  will  have  occafion  to  excrcife  your  patience  in  bearing 
the  burden  of  teproaches,  and  fuflerings  for  .Chrift  s  «  For  to  you 
"  it  is  given  in  the  behalf  of  Chrift,  not  only  to  beneve,  but  alfo 
«*  to  fuffer  for  his  fake,''  Phil.  1.  29.  Sufierings,  you  fee,  are  the 
g^ts  of  Chrift,  the  comfort*  ef  fuflfering  is  his  gift,  and  fo  are  the 
abilities  to  fiiflFer  a]fo ;  and  that  which  will  increafe  your  fuSering 
ability,  will  be  the  confideration  of  Cbrift's  long-fuftering  towards 
you,  and  the  hard  things  he.  endured  for  you  and  from  you. 

(3.)  You  vill  have  occafion  to  exercife  your  patience  for  the  day 
of  your  complete  redemption  and  falvation.  If  you  love  Chrift 
fer?ently,  the  time  of  you  feparation  from  him  will  be  borne  dif- 
ficultly ;  vehement  love  needs  the  allay  of  patience,  2  Thefil  iii«  5, 
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«  The  Lord  dircft  your  hearts  into  the  love  of  God,  and  into  the 
<*  ^ticnt  waiting  for  Chrift."  Others  need  much  patience  to  die, 
but  fuch  will  need  as  much  patience  to  live  j  but  whatever  the 
cxercifcs  of  your  patience  fliall  be,  whether  in  waiting  for  the 
returns  of  your  prayers,  in  bearing  the  crols  and  fufierings  of  Chrift, 
or  in  waiting  for  the  day  of  your  complete  redemption  and  enjoy- 
ment of  Chrift :  This  fingle  confideration,  that  Chrift  ftood  and 
waited  fo  long  upon  you,  is  enough  to  fortify  your  patience  againft 
all  the  difficulties  it  (hall  encounter. 

Infer.  7.  Laftly,  If  Cbrifl  thus  patiently  nua'U  upon  trifling  andeh^ 
^inate  Jinners  :  then  let  no  godly  perfon  be  difvouraged^  b^c^fi  their  un^ 
regenerate  relations  have  not  yet  made  their  firjljlep  towards  Chrift^  In 
the  v)ay  of  repentance  and  faving  faith. 

It  may  be  you  have  laid  up  a  great  ftock  of  prayers  for  them,  the 
believing  hulband  hath  prayed  for  his  unbelieving  wife,  and  the  be- 
lieving wife  for  her  unbelieving  hu£band ;  godly  parents  for  their 
ungodly  children,  and  the  gracious  cluld  for  his  ungodly  parents ; 
and  yet  no  returns  of  prayer  appear.  Many  cries  are  gone  up  to 
heaven  like  that  of  Abraham,  Gen.  xvii,  iB.  "  O  that  Khmael 
«  might  live  before  thee.*'  Well,  be  not  difcouraged,  Chrift  b 
contented  to  wait,  and  therefore  well  may  you.  Thofe  cries  of 
parents,  Lord,  my  poor  child  is  in  the  ftate  of  nature,  look  in  mer- 
cy upon  him,  open  his  eyes,  break  his  heart  for  fin,  draw  his  will 
to  Chrift ;  thefe  cries  may  not  be  loft,  though  the  fruit  of  them 
yet  appear  not :  Confider  how  long  Chrift  waited  upon  you- 
There  be  three  things  that  encourage  hope  :  (i.)  That  your  hearts 
and  theirs  were  of  the  fame  natural  complexion  and  temper ;  and 
the  fame  power  which  opened  your  hearts  can  open  theirs  ;  thy 
nnderftanding  was  once  as  dark,  thy  heart  as  hard,  and  thy  will  as 
inflexible  as  thy  carnal  relations  now  are.  The  fame  hand  that 
opened  thy  heart  can  open  theirs.  '  Don^:  think  Chrift  had  an  ca- 
iier  talk  to  win  thy  heart,  than  he  will  have  to  win  theirs.  Al- 
mighty Power  wrought  upon  you,  and  the  fame  power  can  work 
efFcAually  uptn  them ;  the  Lord's  hand  is  not  fliortened.  (2.) 
You  have  reafon  to  wait,  for  as  much  as  it  is  probable  yon  your- 
felves  have  put  ftumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of  then*  fouls  to 
Chrift,  and  hindered  the  returns  of  your  own  prayers  for  the  con- 
verfion  of  your  carnal  relatives.  O  Chriftians,  there  is  more  due 
to  them  than  your  prayers,  prayers  muft  be  backed  with  examples; 
had  they  not  only  heard  your  cries  to  God  for  them^,.but  fcen  your 
fuitable  encouraging  pattern  fet  before  them  aUb,  you  and  yours 
might  have  rejoiced  together  long  ago.  But  (3.)  confider  that 
God  many  times  makes  the  fruit  of  fuch  prayers  to  fpring  up  after 
thofe  that  lowed  them  arc  dead  and  gone.  The  Lord  may  give 
life  to  your  prayers  when  you  art  ilcad :  certuidy  your  prayers  die 
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■ot  widi  you.  It  is  the  opinion  of  (bme>  that  Paulas  oonverfion 
was  the  retorn  of  Stephen's  prayer,  ^<  Lord,  lay  not  this  Sin  to 
«  thdr  charge."  Stephen  di«i,  but  his  prayers  lived,  and  were 
anfwered  upon  one  that  flood  by  and  confented  to  hb  death.  But 
hovever  it  be,  wait  on  j  if  your  prayers  come  not  into  their  bofomSy 
they  will  certainly  return  into  your  own.  Here  is  duty  difcharged» 
love  to  Chrift  and  their  fouls  tnanifefted ;  which  will  be  your  coo^ 
&rt,  however  God  difpofe  the  event. 

n.  U/e. 

Secondly^  The  doArine  of  Chrift's  patience  puts  a  great  and  finrl* 
OQs  exhortation  into  my  mouth  this  day,  to  prefi  one  of  the  great- 
cfl  dudes  upon  you  that  ever  I  prefled  in  the  whole  courfe  of  my 
miniftry  among  you  :  Aiil  could  I  deliver  this  exhortation  to  you 
upon  my  knees,  with  tears  of  blood  mingled  with  my  words^  might 
that  prevail,  I  would  furely  do  it.  My  exhortation  is  to  all  that 
are  in  an  unregenerate  ftate,  that  they  prefume  not  to  try  the  pa« 
tience  of  Chrift  any  longer.  If  you  have  any  regard  to  your  eter« 
nalhappineis,  exercife  not  his  patience  beyond  this  hour.  O  that 
this  hour  might  put  an  end  to  ChrifVs  waiting,  and  your  danger  I 
Hitherto  you  have  wearied  men,  but  will  you  weary  God  aUb  ? 
Chrift  hath  called,  but  you  have  refuled  ;  be  hath  ftretched  out 
his  handsj  but  you  have  not  regarded.  Your  thoughts  have  beea 
wandering  after  vanity,  whilft  the  voice  of  the  gofpel  hath  beenr 
founding  in  your  ears ;  fome  of  you  have  been  fottiOi,  and  incapa- 
ble to  apprehend  fpiritual  truths,  others  of  yOu  fenfual,  given  up  to 
the  pkafures  of  the  world,  and  abandoning  all  ferious  thoughts 
about  the  world  to  come.  Some  of  you  have  been  buried  alive  ia 
thecares  of  the  world,  and  others  fettled  upon  a  dead  formality  in 
religion :  And  tQ  this  day  Chrift  hath  called  upon  you  in  vain. 
Now  that  which  I  exhort  you  to  is,  that  you  venture  not  to  try 
the  patience  of  Chrift  one  day  longer  *,  if  you  have  any  regard  to 
the  everlafting  happinefs  of  your  fouls,  come  hot  under  the  guilt 
and  danger  of  one  denial  or  delay  more.  If  you  a(k  me  why  i 
Why  may  we  not  venture  a  little  longer  ?  Chrift  hath  borne  att 
this  while,  and  will  he  nbt  bear  a  little  longer  P  May  ^e  nor  take  a 
fittk  more  pleafure  in  fin  ?  May  we  not  hazard  one  fermon  pr  falv 
bath  more,  arid  yet  not  perifli  ?  I  anfwer.  No  I  If  your  fouls  be 
precious  in  your  eyes,  let  there  be  no  more  denials,  nor  delays  to 
Chrift'sfuit-    For, 

I.  How  patient,  and  long-fufiering  focver  Chrift  hath  been,  yet 
there  irill  be  an  end  of  the  day  of  his  patience  *,  a  time  when  be 
will  wait  no  kmger,  when  his  Spirit,  (hdl  ftrive  no  more  with  you. 
There  is  a  knock  of  Chrift  at  the  heart,  which  will  be  the  laft 
knock  that  €ver  he  will  give }  and  after  that  no  more  knocks :  a 
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time  when  the  matter  of  the  houfe  will  rife  up,  and  the  door  be 
fhut.      You  have  bad  to  ^o  with  a   meek  and  patient  Chrift 
hitherto ;  but  believe  it,  finncrs,  there  is  a  day  called  the  day  of  the 
nvrath  of  the  Lamb,  and  that  day  is  dreadful,  Rev.  vi.  i6.  where 
you  find  finncrs  crying  to  the  rocks  and  mountains  to  fall  upon  them, 
and  hide  them  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb.     O  if  this  Wrath  be  once 
kindled,  though  but  a  little  \  blejjld  are  they  that  trujl  in  him,  that 
have  finlQicd  their  agreement  with  him.     The  day  of  Chrift's  pa^ 
tience  towards  Jerufalem,  was  a  long  day,  but  it  had  an  end.  Mat. 
xxiii.  37.  and  it  ended  in  their  defolation :  therefore  try  the  patience 
of  Chrift  no  further  \  you  know  not  the  limits  of  it,  it  may  end 
with  your  next  refufal,  and  then  where  are  you  ?  ^.  Tbe  longer 
Chrift  hath  exercifed  his  patience  already  towards  you,  the  more 
terribly  will  he  avenge  the  abufe  of  it  in  ktW  upon  you.     It  is  paft 
doubt  with  me,  that  there  arc  different  degrees  of  torment  in  hell ; 
the  fcriptures  are  plainly,  and  clearly  for  it.     Now  among  all  the 
aggravations  of  the  torments  of  hell,  none  can  be  greater  than  the 
rcfleftions  of  damned  fouls  upon  the  abufed  patience  and  grace  of 
Chrift  :  thofe  that  had  the  beft  means,  the  loudeft  calls,  and  the 
longeft  day  und^r  the  gofpcl,  will  certainly  have  the  hottcft  place 
in  hell,  if  the  goodnefs  and  long-fuffering  of  Chrift  do  not  now 
lead  them  to  repentances  the  cries  of  fuch  fouls  will  be  heard  above 
the  cries  of  all  other  miferable  wretches  that  are  caft  away.     "  It 
•«  (hall  be  more  tolerable  for  Sodom  and  Qomqrrha,  than  for  Ca- 
«  pcrnaum,"  Mat.  xi.  23.     O  friends,  you  little  know  the  fmart 
refleftions  ofconfcienqe  in  hejl,  upon  fuch  hours  as  you  now  enjoy, 
fijch  wooing,  charming  voices  and  allurements  to  Chrift  as  you  now 
hear.  There  are  many  thoufands  of  fouls  m  hell,  that  came  thither 
out  of  the  dark,  heathenifli  parts  of  the  world,  where  they  never 
heard  of  Chrift5  but  your  mifery  will  be  far  beyond  theirs,  your 
refleftions  more  Iharp  and  bitter :  therefore  delay  no  longer,  left 
you  perilh  with  peculiar  aggravation  of  mifery.  3.  Try  the  patience 
of  Chrift  no  further.    I  beieech  you,  for  as  much  as  you  fee  every 
day  the  patience  of  Chrift  ending  towards  others  5  patience  coming 
down,  andjuftice  afcending  the  ftage,  to  triumph  over  the  abufers 
of  mercy.     You  do  not  only  read  in  Scripture  the  finiihing  and 
ending,  of  God's  patjen?:e  with  men,  but  you  may  fee  it  every  day 
with  your  pwn  eyes.     If  you  look  into  Scripture,  you  m^y  find  the 
patience  of  God  ended  towards  multitude^  of  finners,  who  poflibly 
had  the  fame  prefumptions,  and  vair^  hopes,  for  the  continuance  of 
it,  that  you  now  h^ve :  if  you  look  into  i  Pet.  iii.   19,  2o.  you 
Ihall  there  find,  that  Cl^  luent  and  preached  to  thejpirits  inprrjbn, 
which  fometinus  were  difobedient,  whtn  onae  the  longfuffering  of  God 
waited  in  the  days  of  l^oah.     The  meaning  of  it  is  this,  that  in  the 
days  before  the  flood,  Chrift  by  his  Spirit  ftrovc  with  the  difolK* 
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dient  and  rebelHoas  fioners  io  the  miniftry  of  Noah,  who  then  were 
Ihing  men  and  women,  as  now  we  are,  but  now  are  fpirits  in  pri- 
fon,  L  c.  damned  fouls  in  hell,  for  their  difobedience :  and  truty, 
brethren,  you  may  frequently  behold  the  glafs  of  patience  run 
down,  the  very  laft  fand  in  it  fpent  upon  others.      Whenever  you 
fee  a  wicked,  chriiUefs  man  or  woman  die,  you  fee  the  end  of 
God's  patience  with  that  man  or  woman ;  and  all  this  for  a  wam« 
ing  to  you,  that  you  advei^ure  not  to  trifle  and  daUy  with  it  as  they 
did.    4*  Laftly,  Do  not  try  God's  patience  any  longer  (if  you  love 
joar  fouls)  for  this  reafon,  becaufe  when  men  grow  bold,  and  en* 
courage  themfelves  in  fin,  upon  the  account  of  God's  forbearance 
and  long-fuffering  towards  them,  there  cannot  be  a  more  certain 
fign  that  hb  [Atience  is  very  near  its  end  towards  that  fouL    It  is 
time  for  God  to  put  an  end  to  his  patience,  when  it  b  made  an  en-^ 
couragement  to  fin ;  God  cannot  fuflTer  (b  vile  an  abufe  of  his  glo-    . 
rious  patience,  nor  endure  to  fee  it  turned  into  wantonnefs :  this 
quickly  brings  up  fin  to  its  fini(hing  a£t  and  perfe^bn,  and  then 
patience  is  juft  upon  finifhing  alfo.    That  patience  is  thus  abufed, 
ii()pears  from  EccL  viii.  ii.  and  when  it  b  fo  abufed,  look  for  a 
fudden  change.    O,  therefore,  beware  of  provoking  God,  for  now 
the  day  of  patience  b  certainly  near  its  end  with  finners,  Prov.  L 
24,  25,  26.    <<  Becaufe  I  have  called,  and  ye  refufed,   I  have 
**  ftrctched  out  my  hand,  and  no  m^  regarded  \  but  ye  have  fet 
*'  at  nought  all  my  counfel,  and  would  none  of  my  reproof :  I  aUb 
«(  will  laugh  at  your  calamity,  and  mock  when  your  fear  comethi 
**  when  your  fear  cometh  as  defolation,  and  your  definition 
^  Cometh  as  a  whirlwind."     Ah,  when  finners  fcofi^  and  mock  at 
the  threatenings  of  God,  and  bear  themfelves  up  upon  hb  patience, 
as  that  which  will  never  crack  under  them  ;  then  look  out  for  a 
whirlwind,  a  fudden  tempeft  of  wrath,  which  will  hurry  fuch  fouls 
into  hell.     Then  mifery  comes  like  a  florm  blowing  furioufly  from 
all  quarters.     Well,  the  heavens  are  yet  clear  over  you,  but  a 
ftorm  b  nigh,  and  may  certainly  be  prefaged  from  fuch  vile  abufes 
of  the  glorious  patience  of  Chrift  towards  you.     That  b  the  firfl 
exhortation,  try  not  the  patience  of  Chrift,  by  any  further  de- 

Extort*  2.  Admire  Chrift's  patience  and  forbearance  of  you  un- 
til now,  that  he  hath  not.  cut  you  off  in  your  fin,  but  lengthened 
<mt  hb  patience  unto  tbb  d3y,  and  brought  about  yomr  lalvation 
hj  hb  loog-fuffering  towards  you.  Here  now  I  muft  change  my 
voice,  and  turn  it  unto  thofe  whofe  hearts  the  Lord  hath  opened. 
Stand  amazed  at  the  riches  of  bis  grace  towards  you,  and  fee  that 
you  account  thb  long-fuffering  of  God  to  be  your  falvation;  for  in 
plain  truth  It  is  fo :  your  falvation  was  bound  up  in  Chrift's  for- 
bearance*   If  Chrid  had  not  borne  as  he  did,  you  had  not  been 
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irtxre  ywx  are*  I  could  heartily  wi(h,  that  all  the  time  yon  can 
redeem  from  the  neceffiiry  employments  you  havQ  in  the  world, 
may  now  be  fpent  in  an  humble,  thankfiil  admiration  of  th»  admi- 
vafa^  grace  and  patience  of  Chrift,  and  anfwerable  duties  to  the 
intentions  and  ends  thereof.  To  this  end  I  (hall  fubjoin  divers 
weighty  confiderations,  whichi  methinks,  (hould  rfielt  every  heart 
whorein  the  leaft  dram  of  faving  grace  is  found. 
^  Confideratum  i.  Bethink  yourfelves  of  the  great  and  manifold 
provocations  you  have  given  the  Lord  to  put  an  end  to  all  further 
patience  towards  you ;  not  only  in  the  days  of  your  vanity  and  un- 
r^eneracy,  but  even  fince  your  reconciliation  to  him.  Do  you 
not  believe  thoufands  of  tinners  are  now  in  the  depths  of  hell,  who 
nevier  provoked  the  Lord  at  a  higher  rate  than  you  have  done  ? 
Were  you  not  herded  once  among  the  vileA  of  iinners?  i  Cor.  vi. 
II.  <<  And  fuch  were  fome  of  you ;"  as  vile  as  the  vileft  among 
them :  yet  you  are  walhed  in  the  blood  of  Chriftj  and  your  com- 
panions roaring  in  the  lowcfl  he'll;  or  if  your  lives  were  more  clean, 
fure  your  hearts  and  natures  were  as  filthy  as  theirs.  And  certain- 
ly^  your  fins,  fince  the  time  of  reconciliation,  have  had  fpecial  ag-  . 
gravations  in  them,  enough  to  put  an  end  to  all  further  mercies 
towards  you.  Light  and  love  have  aggravated  thefe  fins,  and  yet 
the  Lord  will  not  ca(^^ou  off. 

Cmfid*  2.  How  often  have  you  been  upon  the  very  brinkof  heU, 
In  the  days  of  your  unregeneracy  ?  Every  ficknefs,  and  every  dan- 
ger of  life  which  you  have  efcaped  in  thore  days,  was  a  marvellous 
cfcape  from  the  cverlaf^ing  wrath  of  God.  Had  thy  difeafe  pre- 
vailed one  degree  further,  thou  hadd  been  paft  hope,  and  out  of 
the  reach  of  mercy's  arm  now.  Doubtlefs  fome  of  you  can  remem- 
ber when,  in  fuch  and  fuch  a  difeafe,  you  were  like  a  (hip  riding 
in  a  furious  ftorm  by  one  cable,  and  two  or  three  of  the  fb-ands 
of  that  cable  were  fnapt  afunder.  So  it  hath  been  with  you,  the 
thread  of  life,  how  weak  foever,  hath  held  till  the  bonds  of  union 
betwixt  Chrift  and  your  fouls  were  faftened,  and  the  ettrnal  hazard 
over.    This  is  admirable  grace. 

Confid*  3.  How  often  hath  death  come  up  into  your  windows, 
entered  into  your  houfes»  fetched  off  your  neareft  relations  ;  but 
had  no  commiffion  to  carry  you  out  with  them,  becaufe  the  Lord 
had  a  defign  of  mercy  upon  your  fouls  } 

This  cannot  but  affedt  a  gracious  heart,  that  God  (hould  fmke 
fonear,  and  yet  fpare  you. 

Co9^t<L  4.  Laftly,  This  is  affecting,  yea,  very  tranfporting,  that 
God  hath  not  only  given  you  time  beyond  others,  but  in  that  time 
the  precious  opportunities  and  means  of  your  falvation,  both  ex- 
ternal and  intemul ;  there  is  the  very  marrow  and  kernel  of  the 
fjaercy.    Had  God  lengthened  out  his  patience  for  a  while,  but 
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l^en  you  no  means  of  falvation,  or  afibrded  you  the  means^  but 
denied  you  the  falei&ng  and  efiicaqr  of  them  \  at  the  moft  it  could 
have  been  but  a  reprieve  from  hell :  But  for  the  Lord  to  give  jom 
the  gofpel,  and  with  the  gofpel  to  fend  down  his  Spirit,  to  perfuade 
and  open  thy  heart  to  Chrift;  here  is  the  riches  of  his  goodoelsi  at 
-urell  as  forbearance. 

Exhort.  3.  This  do£hine  of  the  patience  of  Chrift  exhorts  all 
that  have  ^It  it,  to  exercife  a  Chrift*like  patience  towards  othcrsi 
as  you  have  found  the  benefit  of  Divine  patience  yourfelvef,  fee 
that  yon  exercife  the  meeknefs  and  long-fuffering  of  Chriftians  to* 
wards  thofe  that  have  wronged  and  injured  you.  Who  ihouki 
fhew  patience  more,  than  thofe  that  have  found  it  1  Do  not  be 
(evere,  ihort,  and  quick  with  others,  who  have  lived  yourfehes 
fo  noany  years  upon  the  long-fuffering  of  God.  We  are  poor, 
ihort-(pirited  creaturesi  quick  to  revenge  injuries }  but  oh,  had  God  • 
been  (o  to  us,  miferable  had  our  condition  been.  Chrift  hath  made 
this  duty  the  very  fcope  of  that  excellent  parable.  Mat.  xviiL  from 
Tcr.  25.  onward,  where  the  king  takes  an  account  of  his  fervantSy 
reckoiyng  with  them  one  by  one,  and  ahiongft  them  finds  one 
whkfa  owed  him  ten  thoufand  talents,  and  having  not  to  pay,  com- 
mands him,  his  wife  and  children,  and  all  he  bad  to  be  fold,  and 
payment  to  be  made  ;  but  the  fervant  falling  down,  and  negging 
patience,  his  Lord  was  moved  with  compaffion,  and  loofed  htm^ 
and  cot  only  forbore,  but  forgave  the  debt.  One  woukl  thinlL  the 
heart  of  this  man  (faould  have  been  a  fountaun  of  compaffion  to^ 
wards  others ;  but  fee  the  deep  corruption  of  nature  ;  the  (ame 
lervant  finding  one  of  his  fellow-fervants  which  owed  him  but  an 
hundred  pence,  laid  hands  on  him,  and  took  him  by  the  throat. 
Alas,  the  wrongs  done  to  us  are  but  trifles,  compared  with  our 
injuries  done  to  God  ;  where  others  have  wronged  you  once,  you 
have  wronged  God  a  thoufapd  times.  Methinks  the  patience  of 
Chrift  towards  you,  fhoold  mdt  your  hearts  into  an  ingenuout 
eaiGxi^s  to  forgive  others,  efpecially,  confidering  that  an  unfor- 
givii^  ipirit  is  a  dreadful  fign  of  an  unforgiven  perfon. 

Exbori.  4.  Burden  not  the  patience  of  Chrift  after  your  admiiHoii 
of  him  and  reconciliation  to  htm  ;  let  it  fuffice  that  you  tried  his 
patience  long  enough  before ;  give  hkn  no  new  exercifes  now  he  is 
come  to  dwell  in,  and  with  you  for  ever.  There  are  two  ways 
«rtierein  God^s  own  people  do  greatly  provoke  him  after  their  re-* 
coociliatioo. 

x«  By  fluggiflinefs  in  duty. 

2.  By  finning  againft  light. 
\m  ^  {luggMhnefs  and  deachieis  of  fpirit  in  the  ways  of  duty 
and  -obedience,  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  the  calls  and  motions  of 
Cfasrift'i  &psit  exciting  them  to  the  fweet  and  pUaiaat  Unties  of 
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religion.  Wc  have  a  fad  inftance  of  this  in  the  fpoufe.  Cant- 
V.  a,  3.  "  It  is  the  voice  of  my  beloved  that  knocketh,  faying,  opcrt 
"  to  me,  my  iifter,  my  love,  my  dove,  my  undefiled :  for  my 
««  head  is  filled  with  dew,  and  my  locks  with  the  drops  of  the  night." 
One  would  think  that  Chrift  might  have  opened  the  heart  of  hi^ 
own  fpoufe  with  lefs  folicitation  and  importunate  arguments  than 
he  here  ufeth  (  what  wife  could  fliut  the  door  upon  her  own  dear 
hufband,  and  bar  him  out  of  his  own  houfe  ?  And  yet  fee  the 
t^y  excufe  (he  makes,  vcr.  3.  "  I  have  put  off  my  coat,  how 
<<  fliall  I  put  it  on  ?  I  have  waflied  my  feet)  how  ihall  I  defile 
«  them?'* 

Oh  the  fluggifhnefs  of  the  fie(h,  even  in  regenerate  perfons  ! 
thofe  that  have  opened  the  door  to  Chrifl  by  regeneration,  even 
they  do  often  fhut  the  door  againd  Chrifi  in  the  hours  and  feafons  of 
communion  with  him.  Strange,  that  fuch  a  fuito^  as  Chrift  (hould 
be  put  by,  moving  and  calling  to  fuch  heavenly,  pleafant  exercKes, 
as  communion  with  him  is ;  but  flefh  will  be  fle(h,  even  in  the 
moft  fptritual  Chriftians :  Little  do  we  know  what  a  grief  this  is  to 
Chrift,  and  lois  to  us. 

2.  Many  grieve  Chrift*s  Spirit,  and  forely  try  his  patience,  even 
after  reconciliation,  by  finning. againft  light  and  love.  That  cau- 
tion, Eph-  iv.  30.  is  not  without  weighty  caufe.  «  And  grieve 
<•  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  by  which  you  are  fealed  to  the  day 
"  of  redemption." 

Do  we  thus  requite  the  Lord  ?  Is  this  the  return  we  make  him 
for  all  his  admirable  kindnefs,  and  unparalleled  love  towards  us  ? 
Certainly  Chrift  can  put  up  a  thoufand  bjuries  from  his  enemies^ 
eafier  than  fuch  afironts  from  his  own  people.  Did  you  not  pro* 
mife  him  better  obedience  ?  Did  you  not  engage  to  more  holinefs 
and  watchfulnefs,  in  the  day  that  you  fued  out  your  pardon,  and 
made  up  your  peace  with  him  ?  Ar^  all  thofe  vows  and  covenants 
forgotten  ?  If  you  have  forgotten  them,  God  hath  not. 

Exhort.  5.  Improve  the  time  that  remains  in  this  world  with 
double  diligence,  becaufe  you  made  Chrift  wait  fo  long,  and  cafl 
away  fb  great  a  part  of  your  life,  before  you  opened  your  hearts  to 
receive  him.  The  morning  of  your  life,  which  was  certainly  the 
frefheft  and  freeft  part  of  it,  was  no  better  than  time  loft  with  ma- 
ny of  us ;  all  the  days  of  your  unregeneracy  Chrift  was  fhut  out» 
and  vanity  fhut  into  your  hearts :  you  never  began  to  live  till  Chrifi 
gave  you  life,  and  that  was  late  in  the  day  with  many  of  you.  How 
(hould  this  provoke  to  extraordinary  diligence  in  thofe  fetir  re- 
mains of  time  we  have  yet  to  enjoy  ?  It  was  Auftin's  lamentation, 
O  Lord  it  reffnts  me^  (faith  he)  that  I  loved  theefo  late.  This  con- 
(ideration  excited  Paul  to  extraordinary  diligence  for  Chrift.  It 
made  him  fly  up  and  down  the  world,  as  a  Seraphim^  in  a  flame  of 
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holy  zeal  for  Chrift.  Thofe  that  have  much  to  write,  and  are 
almoft  come  to  the  end  of  their  paperi  had  need  write  dole* 
Friends,  you  have  (omething  to  do  for  God  on  earth,  which  you 
cannot  do  for  him  in  heaven,  Ifa.  xxxviii.  iS,  19.  Tou  that  have 
carnal  relations,  have  fomething  to  do  for  them  here,  which  you 
cannot  do  in  heaven.  Tou  can  now  counfel,  exhort  and  pray,  in 
order  to  their  converfion  and  falvation ;  but  when  you  are  gone 
down  to  the  grave,  thefe  opportunities  of  fe^icc  are  cut  off. 

Exhort.  6.  Let  us  all  be  alhamed  and  humbled  for  the  bafenefi 
of  oar  hearts  and  natures,  which  made  Chrift  wait  at  the  door  fb 
long,  before  we  opened  to  him.  O  what  wretched  hearts  have 
we !  that  are  no  more  affeAed  with  the  groans  of  Chrift's  hearty 
than  with  the  groans  of  a  beaft;  nor  fo  much  neither,  if  that  beaft 
were  our  own.  O  the  vilenefs  of  nature,  to  make  the  Prince  of  the 
kings  of  the  earth,  bringing  pardon  and  falvation  with  him,  to  ftand 
fo  lonff  unanfwered !  lit  who  will  cry  up  the  goodnefs  of  nature^ 
I  am  lure  we  have  rdafon  to  look  upon  the  vilenefs  of  it  with  a- 
mazement  and  .horror.  You  could  not  have  found  in  your  hearts 
to  make  the  pooreft  beggar  wait  fo  long  at  your  door,  as  you  have 
made  Chrift  wait  upon  you. 

Exhort,  7.  Laftly,  Let  us  allblefs  and  admire  the  Lord  Jefus  for 
the  continuation  of  his  patience,  not  to  ourfelves  only,  but  to  that 
whole  finfiil  nation  in  which  we  live.  We  thought  the  treaty  of 
peace  had  be^  ended  with  us;  many  good  men  looking  upon  the 
iniquities  and  abombations  of  thefe  times,  confidering  the  vanities 
^d  backflidings  of  profeilbrs,  the  heaven-daring  provocations  of 
this  atheiftical  age,  concluded  in  their  own  hearts,  that  God  would 
make  England  another  Shiloh.  Many  faithful  minifters  of  Chrift  ' 
&id  within  themfelves,  God  hath  no  more  work  for  us  to  do,  and 
we  fhali  have  no  more  opportunities  to  work  for  God  :  when  lo, 
beyond  the  thoughts  of  all  hearts,  the  merciful  and  long-fuffering 
Iledeemer  makes  one  return  more  to  thefe  nations,  renews  the 
treaty,  and  with  cpmpaffions  rolled  together,  fpeaks  to  us  this  day^ 
as  to  Ephraim  of  old,  how  ihall  I  deliver  thee  /  Look  upon  this 
day,  this  unexpefted  day  of  mercy,  as  the  fruit  and  acquifidon  of 
the  iaterccflion  of  your  great  Advocate  in  heaven,  arifwerable  to' 
tbat,  Luke  xiii.  7,  8,  9.  Well,  God  hath  put  us  upon  one  trial 
more:  if  now  we  bring  forth  fruit,  well;  if  not,  the  ax  lies  at  the 
root  of  the  tree.  Once  more  Chrift  knocks  at  our  doors,  the  voice 
of  the  bridegroom  is  heard ;  thofe  fweet  voices,  Come  unto  mey  open 
U  me :  your  opening  to  Chrift  now,  will  be  unto  you  as  the  valley 
of  Achor,  for  a  door  of  hope.  But  what  if  all  this  fliould  be  turned 
into  wantonnefs  and  formality  ?  What  if  your  obftinacy  and  in- 
fidelity fhould  wear  out  the  remains  of  that  little  ftrength  and  time 

Vol.  IV;  M 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


t6  EfigUntPs  Dtaf. 

left  70U1  and  tli&t  former  labours  and  forrovs  bave  left  joar 
xiinifters  ?  ^Tben  a£hm  i/i  de  n^isj  we  are  gone  for  ever :  then 
6mrel  gofpeU  miniAerst  reformation,  and  aJt,  becaufe  we  knew 
notthetiineofourTifitatJon.  What  was  the  difmai  doom  of  God 
Wfon  thefruitkA  vineyard  ?  lia.  v.  5.  « I  will  take  away  the  hedge 
^  thereof*  and  it  fhall  be  eaiten  up ;  and  break  down  the  wall 
^  thereof^  and  it  fliall  be  trodden  down  :  I  will  alfo  command  the 
«  cloodsy  that  they  raili  not  upon  it."  The  hedge  and  the  wall 
wtc  the  ijpintnai  and  providential  prefence  of  God  ;  tfaefe  are  the 
defoooe  and  &fety  of  his  peo;^ ;  the  clouds  and  the  run  are  the 
fweet  influences  of  gofp^WnYiinances.  If  the  hedge  be  broken 
dowflf  God's  pleafant  plants  will  foon  be  eaten  up;  and  if  the  clouds 
raia  not  upon  tbemi  their  root  will  be  rottenoe&,  and  their  btoflbm 
§a  up  as  dfift.;  enr  churches  will  foon  become  as  the  mountains  of 
GiUxn :  therefore  iee  that  you  know  and  improve  the  time  of  your 
vifitation.  ^  • 

in.     Ufe  of  confolation. 

I  (hall  wind  up  this  fourth  do^bine,  in  two  or  three  words  of 
confolationy-  to  tho(e  that  have  anfwered,  and  are  now  preparing 
to  anfwer  the  defign  and  endof  Jefiis  Chrift  in  all  his  patience  to- 
wards them,  by  their  compliance  with  his  great  defi^  and  cxkA. 
th^ein.  O  faJeftd  be  God,  and  let  his  high  praifos  be  for  ever  in 
our  months,  that  at  laft  Chrift  is  like  to  obtain  his  end  upon  fome 
of  «8|  and  that  all  do  not  receive  the  grace  of  God  in  vain*  And 
there  be  three  confidcrations  abfe  to  wind  up  your  hearts  to  the 
he^ht  of  praiie,  if  the  Xiord  hath  now  made,  them  indeed  willing 
to  «|>en  to  theliOrd  Jefos. 

C^deratioH  i.  The  faith  and  obedience  of  your  hearts  make  it 
evident)  that  the  Lord's  waitbg  upon  you  hitherto  hath  been  in 
purfusmce  of  his  defign  of  ele&ing  love.  What  was  the  reaibn  God 
would  not  take  you  away  by  dead,  though  you  pafied  fo  often  upon 
the  very  brink  of  it,  in  the  days  of  your  unregeneracy  i  And  what, 
think  you,  was  the  very  reafim  of  the  revocation  of  your  goipel- 
Hbeities  when  they  were  quite  out  of  fight,  and  ahnoft  out  of  hope? 
why  furely  this  was  the  reafon^  that  you,  and  fuch  as  you  are,  night 
be  brought  to  Chrift  at  laft.  Therefore  though  the  Lord  let  yoa 
run  on  fo  long  in  fin,  yet  ftill  he  continued  your  lives^  and  the 
means  of  your  falvation,  becaufe  he  had  a  ddSgn  of  mercy^  and 
l^e  \i!gaxi  you.  And  now  the  tinhe  of  mercy^  even  the  fet  time 
is  come,  Praife  ye  the  Lord. 

Confid.  2.  You  may  alfo  fee  the  fovereignty  andfreeneis  of  divine 
grace  in  your  vocation :  your  hearts  refifted  all  along  the  moft 
powerful  means,  and  importunate  calk  of  Chrift  \  and  would  have 
refifted  fUll,  had  not  free  and  fovereign  grace  over-powered  then^ 
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when  the  time  of  lave  was  come.  Ah^  k  was  not  tbc  tra£bbkii«fi 
of  thine  own  will,  the  eafy  temper  of  thy  heart  to  be  wroug^ 
upon }  the  Lord  let  thee  ftaod  long  enough  in  the  ftate  of  asiftijjv 
to  dlfcover  that ;  there  was  nothing  in  nature  twt  obftinacy  and 
enmity.  Thou  didft  hear  as  many  powerful  ferinons,  melliiig 
prajersy  and  didft  fee  as  many  awakening  providences  before  thy 
heart  was  opened  to  Chrift»  as  thou  haft  &act :  yet  thy  heart  nevtr 
opened  till  now;  and, why  did  it  open  now?  Becanfe  now  the 
Spirit  of  God  joined  himfelf  to  the  word ;  vi£bor]ous  grace  ^ent 
forth  in  the  word  to  break  the  hardnefsj  and  conquer  the  rebelUom 
of  thy  heart.  The  gofpel  was  now  preached  (as  the  apoAk  fpeaks^ 
1  Pet.  i.  X2.j  <<  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  Tent  down  from  heaven,  wkick 
|<  things,  (laith  he)  the  angels  defire  to  look  into."  Ah  fricndft 
it  is  a  glorious  fight,  worthy  of  angelical  obfervation  and  adoiiralkHii 
to  behold  the<e3e£b  of  the  gofpel  preached,  with  the  Holy  Ghoft 
lent  down  from  heaven  f  to  fee,  when  the  Spirit  con^s  along  with 
the  word,  the  blind  eyes  of  finners  opened,  and  they  brought  into 
anew  world  of  raviChing  objects  j  to  behold  fountains  of  tears  flow- 
ing for  fin,  out  of  hearts  lately  as  hard  as  the  rocks ;  to  fee  all  the 
bis  of  ignorance,  prejudice,  cuftom,  and  unbelief,  fiy  open  at  the 
voice  of  the  gofpel;  to  fee  rebels  agamft  Chrift  hying  down  their 
vms  at  hb  feet,  come  upon  the  knee  of  fubmifiion,  crying,  «  Lord 
^  I  will  rebel  no  more ;"  to  fee  the  proud  heart  centered  and  wrapt 
up  in  its  own  righteoufisels,  now  ftripping  itielf  naked,  loading 
iiielf  with  all  fl&arae  and  reproach,  and  made  willing  that  its  own 
flume  (houid  go  to  the  Redieemer's  glory.  Thefe,  I  fay,  are  fights 
vhich  angels  defire  to  look  into. 

Certainly  your  hearts  were  more  tender,  and  your  wills  tDor€ 
apt  to  yield  and  bend  in  the  days  of  your  youth,  than  they  wens. 
now,  when  fin  had  fo  hardened  them,  and  long-continued  cuftom 
nveted  and  fixed  them,  yet  then  thqy  did  not,  and  now  they  do 
yield  to  the  calls  and  invitations  of  the  gofpel.  Afcribe  all  to  fo* 
verdgn  grace,  and  fay,  ^  Not  unto  us,  not  unto  us,  but  to  thy 
"  name  give  the  gbry."  The  obfervation  and  experience  of  our 
o«B  hearts  will  fomUh  ua  with  arguments  enough  to  refift  all 
temptatioos  to  fetf-^rifying  and  conceit. 

Certainly  you  were  born  not  of  flefh,  nor  of  blood,  nor  of  the 
vitt  of  man,  bitt  of  God. 

C?^.  3«  Laftly,  This  is  a  comforuble  confideration,  that  he 
^  waited  ispott  yoo  fo  liMig,  and  Won  yomr  hearts  at  laft  ;  that 
^th  gained  you  at  the  expence  of  to  much  pains  and  patience,  will 
^  now.  foriake  yoo.  Poor  foub,  I  queftton  not  but  there  are 
10^7  fears  and  jealoofies  within  you,  that  all  this  will  come  to  no- 
l^g,  and  you  ihall  perifli  at  laft.  Divers  things  foment  thefe 
jcabiiiics  within  your  hearts ;  The  weadcneis  of  your  own  graces. 
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vhich  alas,  ai^e  but  in  their  infancy ;  the  fenfe  you  have 'of  your 
own  corruptions,  and  the  great  ftrcngth  they  ftill  retain :  The 
fubtilty  of  Satan»  who  employs  all  his  policies  to  reduce  you;  fome- 
times  roaring  after  his  efcaped  prey  with  hideous  inje£HonS|  which 
make  your  fouls  to  tremble ;  fometimes  the  difcouraging  appre- 
henfions  of  the  difficulties  of  religion,  how  far  the  fpirituality  of 
aftive  obedience,  and  the  difficulty  of  paffive  obedience  is  above 
your  flrength ;  fometimes  feeling  within  yourfelves  fad  alterations, 
by  the  hiding  of  God's  face,  and  withdrawmcnt  of  fweet  and  fen- 
fible  communion  with  him.  Thefe,  and  fuch  like  things  as  thefe, 
caufe  many  a  qualm  to  come  over  your  hearts;  but  cheer  up,  Chrift 
will  not  Ibfe  at  laft  what  he  purfued  fo  long ;  he  that  waited  fo  ma- 
ny years  for  thy  foul,  will  never  caft  it  away  now  that  lie  hath 
feated  himfeU  in  the  poffi^ffion  of  it. 


SERMON     V, 

Revel,  iii.  20. 
Behold  I  Jiand  at  the  door  {and  knock,']  &c. 

IN  the  former  point  we  havfe  feen  the  Redeemer's  poifturc,  a 
pofture  of  condefcending  humility,  rather  the  pof^ure  of  a  fer- 
vant  than  the  Lord  of  all ;  Behold  1  Jiand  at  the  door.  ,  We  now 
come  to  confider  his  action  or  motion  for  entrance,  I  Aand  and 
knock  :  This  metaphorical  adlion  of  knocking,  fignifies  nothing -elfe 
but  the  motions  made  by  Chrift  for  entrance  into  the  fouls  of  fin« 
ners ;  and  affi}rd»  us  this  fifth  obfervation. 

Do  A.  5.  That  every  conviSlion  of  confcience,  and  motion  upon  the  af 
feEt'tons  of  Jinners,  is  a  knock  of  Chrift  from  heaven  for  entrance 
into  their  fouls. 

This  a£tion  of  knocking  is  afcribed  fometimes  to  the  foul,  and  is 
expreffive  of  its  defires  to  come  into  the  gracious  prefence  and  com- 
munion of  God ;  fo  Mat.  •  ii.  7.  <<  To  hun  that  knocks,  it  fhall 
((  be  opened,"  i.  e.  to  him  that  feeks  by  importunate  prayer,  fel- 
lowfhip  and  communion  with  the  Lord.  But  here  it  is  applied  to 
Chrift,  and  is  expreffive  of  his  importunate  defire  to  come  into 
union  and  communion  with  the  fouls  of  finners.  Here  I  fhali  open 
to  you  the  following  particulars. 

1.  What  are  the  doors  of  the  foul  at  which  Chrift  knocks, 

2.  What  his  knocking  at  tll^fe  doors  implies. 

3.  By  what  iuftruments  he  knocks  at  them. 
^.  In  what  manner  be  performs  this  siAion. 
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Fir/If  What  are  the  doors  of  the  foul  at  which  Chrift  knocks. 
You  all  know  that  term  Chrift  here  ufed,  cannot  be  proper  but 
metaphoridA ;  h  is  a  figurative  fpeech,  the  door  is  that  partnrhich 
is  introduftive  into  the  houfe,  and  whatever  is  introdoftive  into  the 
(bull  that  is  the  door  of  the  foul.  Now  in  the  foul  of  man  there 
are  many  powers  and  faculties  that  have  this  ufe,  and  are  of  an 
mtrodu&ive  nature  to  let  things  into  the  foul  of  man.  Some  are 
more  outward^  as  we  may  fpeak  comparatively ;  and  fome  more 
mvard,  as  the  doors  of  our  houfes  are. 

Chrift  knocks  orderly  at  them  all,  one  after  another,  for  the 
operations  of  the  Spirit  difturb  not  the  order  of  nature. 
'  I.  The  firft  door  that  opens  and  lets  into  the  ibul  is  the  fyndlfr- 
fian£ng;  nothing  pafies  into  the  foul^  but  it  muft  firft  come 
through  this  door  of  the  underftanding ;  nothing  can  touch  the 
heart,  or  move  the  affections,  but  what  hath  firft  touched  the  un- 
derftanding. Hence  we  read  fo  often  in  fcripture  of  the  opening 
of  the  underftanding,  that  being,  as  it  were,  the  fore-door  of  the 
foul. 

2.  Within  this  is  the  ropl  gate  of  the  foul,  viz.  The  will  of 
many  that  noble  and  imperial  power.  Many  things  may  pafs  into 
the  mind,  or  underftanding  of  a  man,  and  yet  be  able  to  get  no 
further ;  the  door  of  the  will  may  be  (hut  againft  them.  There 
were  many  precious  truths  of  God  let  into  the  uiiderftandings  of 
the  Heathens,  by  the  light  of  nature,  but  could  never  get  further* 
then*  hearts  and  wills  were  locked  and  (hut  up  againft  them ;  as 
jou  may  fee,  Rom.  i.  1 8.  *<  They  held  the  truths  of  God  in  xm- 
"  righteoufneis  ;**  that  is,  they  bound  and  imprifoned  thofe  com- 
mon notices  the  law  of  nature  imprefled  upon  their  minds,  con«- 
ceruing  the  being  and  nature  of  God,  and  the  duties  of  both  ta« 
bles.  Thefe  truths  could  get  no  further  into  their  fouls,  and, 
which  is  of  fad  and  dreadful  confideration,  Chrift  himfelf  ftrands 
betwixt  thefe  two  doors,  in  the  fouls  of  many  perfons  \  he  is  got 
into  their  underftandings  and  confciences,  they  are  convinced  of 
tSe  poffibility  and  neceflity  of  obtaining  Jcfus  Chrift,  but  ftrill  the 
door  of  their  will  is  barred  againft  him,  which  drew  from  him  that 
fad  complaint,  John  v.  40.  *'  Ye  will  not  come  unto  me  that  ye 
"  might  have  life."  When  this  door  of  the  will  is  once  cfFeftually 
opened,  then  all  the  inner  doors  of  the  afieAions  are  quickly  fet 
open  to  receive,  and  welcome  him ;  defire,  joy,  delight,  and  all 
the  reft,  ftand  open  to  him.  Thefe  are  the  doors  at  which  the 
Redeemer  knocks. 

Secondly f  Next  we  muft  confider  what  is  meant  by  Chrift's  knock- 
ing at  the  doors,  and  what  that  action  implies.  In  the  general, 
knocking  is  nothing  elfe  but  an  aAion  fignificativc  of  the  defires 
of  one  that  is  without^  to  come  in ;  it  is  a  fign  appointed  to 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


99  EnglanJfi  Dvij. 

that  end  :  And  what  U  Chrift's  knocking^  but  a  figniicati<m  to 
(be  ibul  of  his  earneft  defires  to  come  into  it ;  a  notice  given  to 
the  ibulof  Chriil's  willingnefs  to  poiTeis  it  for  his  own  habitation  2 
And  it  is  as  oMich  as  if  Chrift  {hould  fajy  Soul,^  thou  art  the  houie 
that  was  built  by  my  hand»  purchafed  and  r/edeemed  by  my  bipod  } 
1  have  an  unqueAionable  right  to  it,  and  now  demand  entrance. 
More  particularly,  there  are  divers  g^eat  things  implied  in  this 
gnidous  aft  of  Chrift's  knocking  at  the  door  of  the  ibul. 

X.  It  implies  the  fpecial  favour  and  diftinguHhing  grace  and 
goodnefs  of  Jefus  Chrifti  that  he  will  ftand  and  knock  at  oiur  doors 
when  he  pafles  by  fo  gre^  a  part  of  the  wQrld»  never  giving  one 
&ch  knock  or  call  at  other  men's  doors ;  it  is  certainly  a  mou  glo- 
rious and  admirable  condefceniion  and  favour  of  heaven,  and 
wherever  it  is  fuccefsful,  it  fpeaks  a  man  highly  favoured  of 
God.  O  amazing  I  when  Chrift  paftes  by  the  fouls  of  thou^ 
lands  and  milUons,  that  would  certainly  afford  him  as  comfortable 
an  habitation  as  our  fouls  can  do,  aixl  will  not  give  one  effeftual 
knock  or  call  at  their  doors  all  the  days  of  their  life;  that  he  will 
pteafe  to  turn  afide  to  thy  foul,  and  wait  and  knock  there  for  en- 
trance :  I  fay,  here  is  one  of  the  greateft  a£ts  of  favour  that  can  be 
fl»ewn  to  the  foul  of  a  ftnner.  How  many  fouls  be  there  in  the 
world  equal  in  natural  cUlgnity  to  yours^  and  of  fweetcr  natural 
Umpers,  whom  yet  the  Lord  Jefus  lets  alone  in  the  quiet  pofleiHoii 
tif  £iteii,  Luke  3(.i.  a  I,  There  is  a  deep  lilence  and  ftillnels  in  their 
cpnfciences,  no  ftirrings  nor  difturbances  by  convl^ons,  butj 
'  through  a  dread^l  judgment  of  God,  they  are  left  in  a  deep  fflecp  ; 
sod  if  their  confciences  at  any  time  begin  to  grumble,  how  foon  are 
they  huihed  and  quieted  again  by  ^tan  ?  What  the  condition  of 
the  world  was  in  former  agesy  we  may  fee  in  A61&  ^v.  i6.  <^  Who 
««  in  times  paft  fuffered  all  nations  to  walk  in  their  own  way."  O ! 
it  is  the  greateft  mercy  in  the  world  for  the  fleepy  conicience  of  a 
finner  to  be  rouzed  by  convictions,  becaufe  it  is  introduCVive  to  all 
ether  fpiritual  mercies.  I  confefs  this  a£t  of  grace  is  little  appre- 
liended  by  the  fons  and  daughters  of  men  \  much  rather  would 
poor  finn^rs  be  let  alone,  than  be  thus  difturbed  by  trouhtefome 
convi^ions;  and  when  Chrift  difturbs  their  reft,  how  do  they 
fiartle  at  the  knocks  of  his  Word  and  Spirit  ?  How  angry  are  thef 
that  they  cannot  be  let^lone  to  enjoy  their  quiet  fleep  in  fin  till 
the  flames  of  hell  awaken  them  I  Mr  Feaner,  that  great  and  emi* 
neat  inftniment  of  God  in  this  work,  tells  us,  in  one  of  his  fermons,. 
how  it  fared  with  a  certain  man  that  came  to  hear  him  preach :  It 
feems  the  wprd  had  got  entrance  into  his  confcience,  and  gave  it  a  ter- 
rible alarm,andas  be  wasgoing  home,fomethat  followed  him, heard 
him  thus  blaming  and  bonoaning  hi,mfelf ;  <  O  what  a  fool,  what 
(  a  beaft  was  I  to  come  under  this  iermon  to«day  ?  I  (hall  never 
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<  have  peace  and  qtnetnels  anj  more.'  And  what  is  the  reafbn 
that  fineoth  and  general  preaching  is  16  much  applauded  and  afFeft- 
ed  m  the  worid,  and  clofe  convincing  doctrine  fo  much  (hnnned 
and  hated,  but  this,  that  finners  are  yctj  loth  to  be  difquieted, 
aod  have  their  confciences  thoroughly  awakened  ?  Well|  whatever 
your  appre^ofions  be,  certatinlj  it  is  an  unfpeakable  mercy  for 
Chrift  to  knock,  and  difquiet  the  fouls  of  finners  by  his  calls.  That 
isthe firft  thing. 

2.  The  next  thing  implied  in  this  a£Hon  of  Chrift  is  this,  That 
the  fifft  motions  towards  the  recovery  and  falvation  of  finners  begin 
not  in  themfelves,  but  in  Chrift:  We  never  knock  at  heaven's  door 
hf  prayer  till  Chrift  hath  firft  knocked  at  our  dfx>r8  by  his  Spirit : 
Did  not  Chrift  move  firft,  there  would  be  no  motions  after  him  in 
our  hearts  |  we  move  towards  him,  becauic  he  hath  firft  moved  up* 
on  oor  foub.  Chrift  might  fit  long  enough  unfought  and  unde- 
fixtd,  did  he  not  make  the  firft  motion.  All  our  motions  are  ie- 
condary  and  confeqUential  motions.  Ifa.  Ixv.  i .  « I  am  found  of 
"them  that  (ought  me  not.**  As  we  Iqve  him  becauTe  he  firft 
bred  lu,  ib  we  (eek  after  him  becaufe  he  firft  fought  us.  Alas  1 
poorfinnen  are  as  well  fatisfied  as  any  people  in  the  world  can  be 
to  fie  fiift  tfleep  in  the  deal's  arms/  When  the  Spirit  of  God  goet 
ferth  with  the  word  of  conviction,  he  finds  the  fouls  of  men  in  the 
▼ay  lame  poAure  which  the  angels  that  had  fin*veycd  the  worid 
icpoited  the  whole  earth  to  be  in.  Zcch.  i.  1 1.  •*  Behold  all  the 
"  eaitk  fitteth  ftiU^  and  is  at  reft."  Every  man  fettled  and  fatisfi- 
ed b  his  own  way.  What  a  ftrange  ftillnefs  and  midnight  fileoce 
is  (here  amongft  finners  i  Not  a  figh,  not  a  cry  to  be  heard  for  fin: 
So  the  Pfalmift,Pfal.  xiv.  2.  rcprefents  the  cafe  of  finners,  «The 
"  Lofd  looked  down  hrom  heaven  upon  the  children  of  men,  to  fee 
"  if  there  were  any  that  did  undcrftand  and  feek  God.  -  They  are 
a&gone  afide,^  &c.  There  is  one  thing  that  is  admirably  ftrange 
in  this  cafe,  that  even  thofe  men  and  women,  whofe  rattles  of  earth- 
ly pAcafinres  and  delights,  which  brought  them  into  this  fleep  and 
fearity,  arc  tadcen  away  from  them  by  the  hand  of  Providence,  I. 
fficaii  their  eftates,  health,  children,  &c.  yet  they  awake  not ;  there 
at  no  ftirrings  after  God,  O  what  a  dead  fleep  hath  fin  caft  the 
iooh  of  finners  into  1  Tou  have  a  notable  fcripture  to  this  purpofe^ 
in  Job  XXXV.  9,  16.  they  are  the  words  of  Elihu,  concerning  men 
^  women  under  grievous  oppveifion,  perfons  fqueezed  and  ground 
by  the  cruel  hands  of  wicke^l  men  :  *<  By  reafon  of  the  multitude 
**  of  opprefiions  they  make  the  oppreflcd  to  cry ;  they  cry  out  by 
*'  reafen  of  the  arm  of  the  mighty :  But  none  faith,  where  is  God 
"  my  Maker^  who  giveth  fongs  in  the  night  ?"  i.  e.  Succour,  com- 
Sjrt,  and  refrclhrnent  to  the  aflSliclcd.  Here  are  men  turned 
*Qt  of  their  eftates,  thrown  into  prifons,  caft  upon  all  extremities 
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and  mireries  \  and  what  do  thefe  pbor  creatures  do  ?  Why,  faith 
he,  they  cry  by  reafon  of  their  oppreffion  :  O  my  fifither,  or  my 
mother,  my  wife,  my  child,  my  eilate,  my  liberty ;  but  none  faithj 
where  is  my  God  ?  O  my  fin,  or  my  mifery  by  reafon  of  fin ! 
«*  Where  is  he  that  giveth  fongs  in  the  night  ?"  The  people  of 
God  when  they  lie  mufing  upon  their  beds  under  aJBii£lion,  they 
have  their  "  fongs  in  the  night ;"  in  the  midft  of  the  multitude  of 
their  troubled  thoughts  within  them,  the  comforts  of  God  delight 
their  fouls.  Thefe  are  their  fongs  hi  the  night,  but  no  fuch  word 
or  thought  in  carnal  men.  '^  How  plain  is  it,  that  all  the  firft  mo* 
tions  of  falvation  have  their  firft  fpring  and  rife  in  God,  and  not  in 
vs  ?  That  is  the  fecond  thing  implied  in  Chrift's  knocking. 

3.  Chrift's  knocking  at  the  door  of  the  heart  implies  the  method 
of  the  Spirit  in  converfion  to  be  congruous  and  agreeable  to  the  na- 
ture of  man's  foul.  Mark  Chrift's  exprefiion  in  the  text ;  he  doth 
not  fay,  "  Behold  I  come  to  the  door,"  and  break  it  open  by  vio- 
lence ;  no,  Chrift  makes  no  forcible  entries,  whether  finners  will 
or  not ;  he  will  come  in  by  confent  of  the  will,  or  not  at  all.  I 
ftand  and  knock ;  if  any  man  open  the  door  I  will  come  in  to  him. 
There  is  a  great  differefice  between  a  friendly  admiifion  by  confent, 
and  a  forcible  entrance :  In  a  forcible  entrance  bars  of  iron  are 
brought  to  break  open  the  door ;  but  iri  a  friendly  admiflion  one 
knocks,  and  the  other  opens.  Forcible  aAions  are  unfuitable  to 
the  nature  of  the  will,  whofe  motions  are  free  and  fpontaneous  i 
therefore  it  is  faid,  Ffalm  ex.  3 .  <<  Thy  people  (hall  be  willing  in  the 
«  day  of  thy  power.**  It  is  true,  the  power  of  God  is  upon  the 
will  of  man  in  the  day  of  his  converfion,  or  elfe  it  would  never  open 
to  Chrift ;  but  yet  that  power  of  God  doth  not  a£t  againft  the  free- 
dom of  man's  will,  by  co-a€tion  and  force ;  no,  but  of  uniii[illing  he 
makes  it  willing;  taking  away  the  obftinacy  and  relu£lancy  of  the 
will  by  the  efiicacy  of  his  grace,  which  fome  Divines  call  vt&rix  de^ 
UBatloi  a  fweet  and pleafant  victory;  and  fo  the  door  of  the  will 
ftill  opens  freely.-  .>xIo{ea  xi.  4.  "  I  drew  them  with  the  cords  of 
««  a  man,  with  the  bands  of  love."  /  dreiu  them^  there  is  Almigh* 
ty  Power  •,  but  how  did  this  power  draw  them  ?  with  the  cords  of 
a  man,  i.  e.  with  rational  arguments,  convincing  the  judgment. 
Beafts  are  driven  and  forced,  but  men  are  drawn  by  reafon,  and  will 
not  move  without  it,  if  they  aft  like  themfelves.  It  muft  be  con- 
feiied,  that  when  the  day  of  God's  power  is  come  for  the  bringing 
home  of  a  poor  finner  to  Chrift,  he  cannot  refift  the  power  of  God's 
Spirit,  that  draws  him  efFechiaily :  "  Every  one  that  hath  heard 
"  and  learned  of  the  Father  cometh  unto  me ;"  yet  ftill  the  foul 
comes  freely  by  the  confent  of  his  will ;  for  this  is  the  method  of 
Chrift  in  drawing  fouls  to  him.  There  is  in  the  day  of  a  finner*s 
converfion  a  kid^  an  ofar  made  for  the  willj  both  by  (atan  and  Chrift » 
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.Satao  bids  riches,  honours,  and  pleafuresj  with  eafe  and  quietneis  to 
the  flelh  in  the  enjoyment  of  them  :  Abide  where  thou  art^  /aith 
Satan,  remain  with  me,  and  (hou  (halt  efcape  all  the  perfecutions^ 
loffes,  and  troubles  of  the  world,  which  confcience  entangles  other 
men  in ;  thou  ih^t  draw  thy  life  through  peace  and  pleafure  to 
thy  dying  day.  O,  faith  the  £eOi,  this  is  a  good  motion,  whac 
can  be  better  for  me  i  But  then,  faith  Chrift,  doft  thou  not  con- 
iiderthat  all  thefe  enjoyments  will  quickly  be  at  an  end^  and  what 
fcall  become  of  thee  then  ?  Behold,  I  offer  thee  the  free,  full,  and 
final  pardon  of  thy  fins  ;  peace  and  reconciliation  with  God;  treap- 
iures  in  heaven  ;  all  thefe  (hall  be  thine  with  troubles,  reproaches^ 
and  perfecutions  in  this  world.  The  underftanding  and  confcience 
of  a  {inner,  being  convinced  of  the  vanity  of  earthly  things,  and  the 
iodifpeniible  neceffity  of  pardon  and  peace  with  God ;  I  fay,  when 
a  convinced  judgment  hath  duly  balanced  thefe  things,  and  laid 
them  before  the  will,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  puts  forth  his  power 
in  the  renovation  of  it ;  it  moves  towards  Chrift  freely,  and  yet. 
cannot,  according  to  its  natural  order,  a^  otherwife  than  it  doth. 
And,  doubtlefs,  this  is  tlie  true  meaning  of  that  exprefHon  fo  often 
miftaken  and  abufed,  in  Luke  xiv.  23.  "  Compel  them  to  come  in." 
What!  by  forcing  men  againft  the  light  of  their  confciences?  No; 
to  the  (hame  of  many  Proteftants  let  us  hear  the  glofs  of  Stel- 
la, a  Popiih  commentator  upon  the  place.  <  Chrift  (faith  he)  corn- 
'  pels  men  to  come  in,  by  (hewing  to  their  will  fuch  an  excelling 
'  good  as  it  cannot  but  embrace  :*  For  voluntas  naturaliter  fertur 
inknum,  the  will  is  naturally  carried  to  the  beft  good.  And  thus 
the  Spirit  works  upon  the  foul  harmonioufly,  and  agreeably  to  its 
own  nature.  That  is  the  third  thing  implied  in  Chrift's  kno<:k« 
ing. 

4.  Chrift's  knocking  at  the  door  of  the  (bul,  manifeftly  implies 
the  immediate  accefs  of  the  Spirit  of  God  unto  the  foul  of  man, 
that  he  can  come  to  the  very  innermoft  door  of  the  foul  at  his 
pleafure,  and  make  what  impreflion  upon  it  he  pleafeth.  As  for 
other  inftruments  ufed  in  this  work,  they  have  no  fuch  privilege  or 
power ;  Miniftcrs  can  but  knock  at  the  external  door  of  the  fenfes. 
Thine  eyes  (ball  fee  thy  teachers,  we  can  fee  their  perfons  and 
^ar  their  voices ;  we  can  reafon  with  iinners,  and  plead  with 
Acir  fouls ;  but  awaken  them  we  cannot,  open  their  hearts  we  ' 
cannot ;  we  can  only  lodge  our  mcflages  in  their  ears,  and  leave  it 
to  the  Spirit  of  God  to  make  it  effedhjal.  This  is  a  royalty  be- 
longing unto  the  Spirit  of  God,  incommunicable  to  angels  or  men; 
if  an  angel  from  heaven  were  the  preacher,  he  could  not  give  one 
iaifoediate  ftroke  to  the  confcience,  iijuch  lefs  can  man  ;  we  haVe 
no  dominion  over  your  confcicncesw     The  key  of  the  doors  of  your 
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fouls  hang  not  at  our  girdles,  but  ate  in  the  hands  of  Chrift,  Rev*,, 
ill.  7.  «  He  hath  the  key  of  David,  he  openeth,  and  no  man  (hut- 
«<  teth  ;  and  he  (hutteth,  and  no  man  opcneth."  The  confcience 
and  all  the  faculties  lie  naked  and  open  to  the  ftroke  of  God's  Spi- 
rit ;  he  can  wound  them  and  heal  them,  and  make  what  impref- 
fions  he  pleafeth  upon  them.  Learn  hence  what  need  there  is 
both  for  minifters  and  people  before  they  ^nter  upon  the  folemn  or- 
dinances of  God,  to  lift  up  their  hearts  by  prayer  for  the  blefling 
and  power  of  the  Spirit  upon  them.  Lord,  fend  forth  thy  Spirit, 
pour  it  fiwrth  upon,  and  with  thy  word.  Ah  !  how  many  fermons 
have  we  preached,  and  you  heard,  and  yet  there  is  no  opening ! 
Thefe  arc  the  four  things  implied  in  Chrifl'i  knocking  at  the  door, 
viz.  condefcending  grace :  All  firft  motions  being  in  God,  the  mo- 
tions of  his  Spirit  are  congruous  and  agreeable  tq  the  nature  of  the 
foul  i  and  that  his  Spirit  can  have  immediate  accefs  to  the  iriner- 
snoft  facultitt-and  powers  of  the  foul  at  his  pleafure.  Now  in  the 
next  place  let  us  coniider, 

'Thirdly^  By  what  inftruments  Chrift  knocks  at  the  doors,  that 
is,  the  judgment,' confcience,  and  will  of  a  finner.  And  thefe  are 
two,  viz. 

!•  His  word. 

2.  His  providence.  ' 

Here  my  work  will  be  to  fhew  you  how  the  Spirit  of  God  makes 
life  both  of  the  word  and  works  of  God,  to  rouze  and  open  the 
confciences  and  hearts  of  finners.  Thefe  are  the  two  hammers  or 
inftruments  of  the  Spirit,  by  which  he  knocks  at  the  door  of  the 
heart. 

1.  The  word  written  or  preached,  but  efpecially  preached  ;  to 
this  Chrift  gives  the  preference  above  all  other  inftruments  em- 
ployed about  this  work  \  and,  anfwerably,  the  word  is  called  God^ 
hammer,  }^r»  xxii.  29.  <<  Is  not  my  word  like  fire,  and  as  the 
<<  hammer  which  breaketh  the  rocks  in  pieces  ?  "  JBy  this  ham- 
mer Chrift  raps  at  the  door  of  afinner's  foul,  to  give  warning  that 
he  is  there.  The  Spirit  of  God  can  open  the  heart  immediately  if 
he  pleafeth ;  but  he  will  honour  his  word  in  thi»  work.  And 
therefore,  when  Lydi^  heart  was  to  be  opened,  Paul,  the  great 
gofpel-preacher  muft  be  invited,  even  by  an  angd,  to  come  over  to 
Macedonia,  and  af&ft  in  that  blefTed  work,  A£h  xvi.  9.  Lydia  was 
to  be  converted,  her  heart  muft  be  opened  to  Chrift.;  the  angel 
could  not  do  it,  but  calls  for  the  help  of  the  Apoftle,  God's  appoint- 
ed inftrument  to  carry  on  that  work.  «  I  have  made  thee  (faith 
«  God  to  Paul)  a  niinifter  and  a  witnefs  to  open  their  eyes,  and 
^  tum.them  fromdarknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
**  to  God,''  A^  xzvi.  13.    Now  there  be  three  ways  in  which 
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the  Spirk  ufes  the  word  as  his  hammer  in  knocking  at  the  door  of 
theibal.  ' 

(i.)He  knocks  bf  the  particulaf  conviAions  of  the  word  npon 
the  omfcience ;  this  knock,  by  convidion,  rings  and  founds 
throngh  all  the  rooms  and  chambers  of  the  foul ;  particular  and  ef- 
icdual  conviction  wounds  to  the  very  centre  of  the  foul.  Ahj 
when  the  word  (hall  come  home  by  the  Spirit's  particularapplicationi 
like  that  of  Nathan's  to  David,  Thou  art  the  man  g  then  all  the  pow« 
ers  of  the  foul  are  roozed  and  alarmed  ;  now  it  pierces  as  a  t^o- 
edged  fword,  Heb.  iv.  12.  divides  the  fool  and  {pint,  the  fuperior 
aod  inierior  faculties  of  it ;  cuts  down  by  the  back-bone,  lays  open 
the  fecret  guilt  and  innermoft  thoughts  of  a  man's  heart,  before 
whkh  the  finner  cannot  (land.  The  fecrets  of  his  heart  are  , 
made  manifeft }  and  falling  down  on  his  face  he  muft  acknowledge 
that  God  is  in  the  word  odf  a  truth,  x  Cor.  ziv.  24.  O  thcfe  con- 
viSions  of  the  word  are  fuch  a  rap,  fuch  a  knock  at  the  door  of 
theconfcience  as  will  never  be  forgotten,  no  not  in  heaven,  to  all 
aeroity. 

(2.)  Chrift  knocks  in  the  word  by  its  terrible  comminatbns  and 
awfiil  threatenings,  menacing  the  foul  that  opens  not  yrith  eternal 
nim ;  thefeare  dreadfal  knocks :  O  finner,  fahh  Chrift,  wilt  thou 
not  open  i  Shall  all  the  tenders  of  my  grace  Inade  to  thee  be  in 
vain?  Know  then  that  this  thy  obftinacy  ihall  be  thy  damnation* 
Thus  the  word  denounces  rum,  in  the  name  of  the  great  and  ter« 
riUe  God,  to  all  wilful  impenitents  and  obftinate  unbelievers,  Joh« 
ill.  36.  **  He  that  believeth  not  the  Son,' ihall  not  fee  life ;  but  the 
**  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him."  O  dreadful  found !  Uke  uiv- 
to  which  b  that,  John  viii.  24.  <nf  ye  believe  not  that  I  am  het 
.  »  ye  ihall  die  in  your  fins:"  q.  d.  Thy  mittimus  for  hell  fliall  be 
made  and  figned.  Will  you  not  come  to  me  that  you  might  have 
life  i  Then  will  I  foretel  what  death  youihall  die>  you  (hall  even 
(Keinjourjins.  O  it  were  better  for  thee  to  die  any  kind  of  death 
than  to  die  in  thy  fins.  Thefe  are  loud  knocks  of  the  word,  ter- 
rible (bunds,  yet*  no  more  than  needs  ^o  ftartle  the  droufy  con^ 
(ciences  of  finners.     And  then, 

(3.)  The  Spirit  knocks  by  the  gracious  invitations  of  the  word, 
the  fweet  allurements  and  gracious  infiffAations  of  it ;  and  with- 
oet  this,  no  heart  would  ever  open  to  Chrift.  It  b  not  frofbs  and 
inow,  (terms  and  thunder,  but  the  gentle  diftiirmg  dews  and  che- 
rifiiing  lun-beams  that  make  the  flowers  open  in  the  fpring. 
The  terrors  of  the  law  may  be  preparative,  but  the  grace  of  the 
gofpel  is  that  which  cficftually  opens  the  finncr's  heart.  The  ob- 
durate flint  will  fooner  fly  when  fmitten  upon  the  foft  pillow,  tlian 
upon  the  anvil.  Now  the  gofpel  abounds  with  alluring  invitations 
tD  draw  the  will,  ^nd  open  the  heart  of  a  finner }  fuch  is  that^  Mat 
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xi.  28«  ^^  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour,  ^  and  are  heavy  laden ; 
*<  and  I  will  give  you  reft,"  O  what  a  charming  voice  is  here ! 
he  that  confiders  it  may  well  wonder  what  heart  in  the  world  can 
refift  it :  like  unto  this  is  that  in  Ifa.  Iv.  i.  «« Ho,  evei-y  one  that 
«  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters  ;  and  he  that  hath  no  money 
"  let  him  come  ;  yea,  let  him  come  and  buy  wiue  and  milk  with- 
w  out  money  and  without  price."  q.  d.  Come,  finner,  come;  though 
thou  have  no  qualifications  nor  worthinefs,  nor  righteoufnefs  of 
thy  own  ;  though  thou  be  but  a  heap  of  fin  and  vilenefs,  yet  come: 
my  grace  is  a  gtft^  jnot  TLfale :  and  fuch  is  that  in  John  vii.  37. 
«*  In  the  laft  day,  that  great  day  of  the  feaft,  Jefus  ftood  and 
«<  cried.  If  any  man  thirft  let  him  come  to  me  and  drink."  q.  d« 
My  grace  is  not  a  fealed  fountain,  it  is  free  and  open  to  the  great- 
eft  of  finners ;  if  they  thirft,  they  are  invited  to  come  and  drink. 
This  is  that  oil  Of  the  gofjpel  grace  which  makes  the  key  turn  fo 
pleafantly  and  efiedually  amongft  all  the  crofs  wards  of  man's 
wUL  And  thus  you  foe  how  the  word  preached  becomes  an  in« 
flrument  in  the  Spirit's  hand,  to  open  the  door  of  a  finner's  heart, 
at  which  it  knocks  by  its  mighty  conviAions,  dreadful  threats,  and 
gracious  invitations. 

a.  We  next  come  to  the  fecond  hammer  by  which  the  Spirit 
knocks  at  the  finner's  heart,  and  that  is  the  providential  works  of 
jSod.  Thefe,  in  fubferviency  to  the  word,  are  of  excellent  ufc  to 
awaken  finners,  and  make  them  open  their  hearts  to  Chrift.  God 
h^th  magnified  his  word  above  all  his  name ;  yet  there  are  fome  of 
the  providential  works  of  God  greatly  fcrviceable  in  this  cafe  \  the 
word  fan£tifies  providences,  and  providences  aflift  the  word,  and 
make  it  work.  Now  there  are  two  forts  of  providential  difpenfa- 
tions  which  the  Lord  Jefus  makes  ufe  of  to  gain  entrance,  for  hica  « 
into  the  hearts  of  mep,  viz. 

(i.)  Judgments. 

(2.)  Mercies, 
(i.)  Judgments  and  affliftions :  the  word  of  God  many  times 
works  not  till  fume  ftroke  of  God  come  to  quicken  and  aflift:  it  ; 
thus  did  the  Lord  open  the  heart  of  that  monfter  of  wickednefs^ 
Manafteh,  the  word  could  not  work  alone,  but  a  fmart  rod  quick- 
ened its  operation:  2  Chron.  xxxiii.  10,  11,  12«  "  And  the 
«  Lord  fpake  to  Manaffeh,  and  to  his  people ;  but  they  would  not 
«  hearken.  Wherefore  the  Lord  brought  upon  them  the  cap- 
<*  tains^of  the  hoft  of  the  king  of  Aflyria,  which  took  Manafieh 
"  among  the  thori.s»  and  bound  him  with  fetters,  and  carried  Kim 
"  to  Babylon.  And  when  he  was  in  afflidlion  he  befought  the 
«  Lord  his  God,  and  humbled  himfelf  greatly  before  the  God  of 
«  his  fathers." 

Thus  the  heart  of  this  man  relented  under  the  wdrd  aififted  bjr 
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the  rod.  Ah  it  is  good  that  God  takes  fuch  a  courfe  with  fome 
liflnersy  clfe  the  word  would  do  them  no  good :  and  to  this  pur- 
pofc  is  that  in  Job  xxxyi.  8,  9,  10.  "  And  if  they  he  bound  in 
*V  fetters,  and  holden  in  cords  of  affliftion;  then  he  flieweth 
**  them  their  work  and  their  tranfgrcffion,  that  they  have  excccd- 
«  cd  9  and  openeth  their  cars  to  difcipline."  This  is  that  rough 
courfe  the  obftinacy  of  men's  hearts  makes  neceffary  for  their  rc- 
coTcry,  and  therefore  it  is  very  obfervable,  that  fome  words  of 
God  ]uve  lain  dead  in  fpme  finners'  hearts  for  yedrs  together,  and 
at  laft  have  begun  to  work  under  fome  fmart  and  clofe  rod.  Alas» 
while  all  things  are  pleafant  and  profperous  about  us,  the  word 
hath  but  little  operation  and  effeft :  Jcr.  xxii.  21,  22,  **  I  fpakc 
«  unto  thee  in  thy  profpdrity,  but  thou  faidft  I  will  not  hear : 
"  this  hath  been  thy  manner  from  thy  youth,  that  thou  obeyedft 
«  not  my  voice.  The  wind  fhall  eat  up  all  thy  paftures,  and  thy 
"  lovers  (hall  go  into  captivity;  furely  then  Ihalt  thou  be  afhamed 
"  and  confounded  for  all  thy  wickednefi.**  q.  d.  Your  eyes  are  fo 
dazzled  with  the  beautiful  flowers,  and  your  ears  fo  charmed  with 
the  Syren  fongs  or  earthly  delights,  that  my  word  can  take  no 
place  upon  you.  Let  an  eaft-wind  blow,  and  wither  up  thefe 
flowers)  then  th«  word  (hall  work,  and  confcience  refent  the  con- 
cernments of  eternity.  This  courfe  God  is  fain  to  take  with  many 
of  you  \  here  you  fit  from  fabbath  to  fabbath  under  the  word,  and 
nothing  takes  place  upon  your  hearts.  Will  you  not  hear  the 
voice  of  my  word  ?  Go,  death,  faith  God,  fmite  that  man's  child 
dead,  I  vrill  try  what  that  will  do;  go,  poverty,  and  blaft  his 
cftate,  and  fee  what  that  will  do ;  go,  ficknefs,  and  fmite  his  bo- 
dy, and  fhake  him  over  the  grave's  mouth,  I  will  fee  what  that 
will  do.  Thus  God  fends  to  finners,  as  Abfalom  fent  to  Joab, 
who  refufed  to  come  near  him,  till  he  fet  fire  to  his  field  of  com, 
and  then  away  comes  Joab,  2  Sam.  xiv.  29,  30,  31.  And  thus 
the  Lord  opened  the  heart  of  the  Jailor,  by  putting  him  into  a 
fright,  a  panic  fear  of  death,  A£ts  xvi.  27.  And  thus  doth  the 
Lord  devife  means  to  bring  back  his  banilhed. 

(z.)  As  God  makes  uie  of  the  hammer  of  judgments,  fo  he 
makes  ufc  of  mercies  to  make  way  for  Chrift  into  the  hear1;s  of 
men.  Every  mercy  is  a  call,  a  knock  of  God :  and  truly  if  there 
be  any  ingenuity  left  unextinguifhed  in  the  heart,  one  would  think 
mercy  would  prevail  more  than  all  the  judgments  in  the  world, 
Rom.  ii.  4.  «  Knoweft  thou  not  that  the  goodnefs  of  God  leadeth 
*'  thee  to  repentance  ?"  q.  d.  Dofl  thou  not  fee  the  hand  of  mer- 
cy flretched  out  to  lead  thee  into  a  comer,  there  to  mourn  over 
thy  fins  committed  againfl  fo  gracious  and  merciful  a  God  ?  By 
every  mercy  you  receive,  Chrift  doth,  as  it  were,  fue  you  to  open 
your  hearts  to  him ;  they  are  fo  many  gifts  fent  from  heaven  to 
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make  way  for  Chrlft  into  your  hearts.  It  would  be  an  endlds  ts^ 
to  enumerate  all  the  mercies  beftowed  to  this  end  upon  the  unre* 
generate :  but  Airely  this  is  the  errand  of  them  all ;  and  the  Lord 
takes  it  very  ill  when  his  end  is  not  anfwered  in  th«m  :  hence  is 
that  complaint,  Jer.  ▼•  24.  <<  Neither  fay  they  in  their  heart,  let 
<<  us  now  fear  the  Lord  our  Godi  that  giveth  us  rain,  both  the 
«  former  and  the  latter,  in  his  feafon."  Some  of  you  have  been 
marrelloufly  preferved  in  times  of  common  contagion  and  death, 
when  thoufands  have  fallen  at  your  right  hand  and  left:  then  have 
yon  been  preferved  01^  recovered,  according  to  that,  Exod.  xv.  26. 
«<  I  will  put  none  of  thofe  difeafes  upon  thee,  for  I  am  the  Lord 
«*  that  hcaleth  ihee."  I  am  Jeloovah  Rophe^  the  Lord  the  phyfi. 
cian  \  many  of  you  have  been  at  the  grave's  mouth,  in  many  dif- 
eafes, others  upon  the  deeps ;  yet  the  hand  of  mercy  puUed  70a 
back,  and  fuSered  you  not  to  drop  into  the  grave  and  hell  in  the 
fame  moment*  O  what  a  knock  was  here  given  by  the  hand  of 
mercy  at  thy  hard  heart !  Certainly  if  men  would  but  obferve,  they 
might  fee  a  (Grange,  marvellous  working  and  moulding  of  things 
by  the  hand  of  providence,  for  the  production  of  thoufands  of 
mercies  for  them :  and  if  mercy  would  do  the  work,  axid  win  you 
over  to  Clirift,  many  rods  had  been  fpared,  which  your  obftinacy 
hath  made  ncceflary.  O  ungrateful  iinners  I  doth  your  Redeeoaer 
thus  woo  and  fee  you  by  fo  many  gifts  of  mercy,  and- yet  will  you 
ihut  him  out  ?  Do  ye  thus  requite  tie  Lord^  O  fuclijh  people  and  un^ 
nvtje  ?  For  which  of  all  his  benefits  do  your  ungrateful  fouk  Ihut 
the  doors  upon  him  ? 

(3.)  You  fee  what  Chrift's  knocking  at  the  foul  of  a  (inner  im- 
plies, and  by  what  inftruments  it  is  performed.  In  the  laft  place, 
we  will  confider  the  manner  how  this  a^ion  is  performed  in  the 
ten  following  particulars,  wherein  much  of  the  myftery  of  conver- 
fion  will  be  opened  ;  the  Lord  grant  your  experience  may  anfwer 
them.  Wc  cannot  indeed  exactly  defcribe  and  mark  all  the  foot- 
fteps  of  the  Spirit,  in  this  work,  upon  the  ibuls  of  men  \  yet  thefe 
things  feem  eminently  obfervable. 

I.  The  knocks  of  Chrift  at  the  finner's  heart  yxtfdent  2XiA  fecret 
to  all  perfons  in  the  world,  except  the  foul  itfelf  at  whoTe  door  he 
knocks ;  here  be  many  hundreds  of  you  this  day  under  the  word  \ 
if  the  Lord  £ball  this  day  knock  by  conviAion  at  any  man's  heart, 
none  will  hear  that  knock,  but  that  man  only ;  for  it  is  a  knock 
without  found  or  noife  to  any  but  the  particular  foul  ccmcerned  m 
it.  It  was  forC'prophefied  of  our  Redeemer,  and  of  thb  very  adt 
of  his,  Ifa.  xlii.  a.  <'  He  fhall  not  cry,  nor  lift  up,  nor  canfe  his 
*<  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  flreet."  The  kingdom  of  God  conteth 
not  into  the  fouls  of  men  with  public  obfervatk>n  :  you  read  in  r 
Cor.  ii.  1 1.  <<  No  man  knowedi  the  thingsof  a  man,  f;^ve  the  f{Mrit 
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**  of  a  man  that  is  in  him."  None  knows  what  convi^Hons  another 
man's  confciencc  feels,  until  he  himfelf  (ball  diicover  them  \  f  ov 
bear  the  fame  found  of  the  gofpel»  but  you  hear  not  the  inward 
ftrokes  it  gives  to  another  n^an's  confciehce.  Chri(l*s  approaches  to 
the  foul  icoke  no  noife  \  little  .do  we  know  what  the  Spirit  of  Chrift 
whifpers  in  the  ear  of  him  that  fits  next  us.  It  is  faid  of  the  in- 
ward comforts  of  the  Spirit,  I  will  give  him  the  hidden  manna  which 
m  man  knows  but  he  that  eateth  of  it.  This  is  true  alfo  of  inward 
terrors  and  troubles.  Chrifl's  knocks  by  conviction  are.  but  a  fecret 
whifper  of  his  Spirit  in  the  ear  of  a  finncr,  (aying,  Thou  art  the 
man,  this  is  thy  cafe.  That  is  the  firft  thing  in  the  manner  of 
Chrifl's  knocking,  it  ]&  a  filent  knock  without  public  found. 

2.  Theie  filent  inward  knocks  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  though 
they  are  heard  by  none  but  the  foul  itfelf,  yet  do  they  greatly  difiir 
as  to  the  terror,  or  mildnefs  of  them  in  different  fubjeCbs*  Some 
hear  them  with  more  terror  and  aftoniCbment,  others  in  a  mild 
and  gentle  manner.  When  the  Lord  knocked  at  the  Jailor'a 
cDnfdence,  A&  xvi.  29,  30.  it  was.  a  terrible  ftroke ;  he  called 
&r  a  light,  and  fprang  in  like  a  man  diftrafted  \  and  trembling 
and  aftoniOied  fell  down  at  tlie  apoftles  feet,  crying,  <<  Sirs,  what 
'^  rouft  I  do  to  be  faved  ?"  Here  was  a  terrible  knock  indeed,  which 
almoft  affirighted  his  foul  out  of  his  body ;  it  is  as  if  he  had  faid^ 
Tell  me,  for  the  Lord's  fake,  and  tell  me  quickly,  whether  there 
be  any  way  of  falvation,  and  where  it  lies,  for  I  am  a  loft  man,  an 
undone  fouL  But  when  the  Ix>rd  opened  the  heart  of  Lydia* 
there  were  no  fuch  terrors,  the  Lord  (pake  to  her  in  a  more  mild 
and  gentle  voice  %  as  you  fee  ver.  14.  The  Spirit  of  God  varies 
his  method  according  to  the  temper  of  the  foul  h^  worketh  on« 
Knotty  pieces  need  greater  wedges  and  harder  blows  to  rive  them 
afunder,  and  as  he  dire  As  his  minifters,  Jude  22.  to  make  a  dif- 
ference,  to  deal  tendbrly  and  compafGonately  with  fome;  but 
others,  to  lave  with  fear }  and  fo  he  himfelf  obforveth  like  difierenl 
methods. 

3.  Some  knocks  of  Chrift  Tcct  fuccefsJuU  and  obtain  the  defired 
cffeft  He  knocks,  and  the  foul  opens;  but  others  are  unfuccefsful; 
he  imocks  once,  and  again,  by  conviAions,  which  may  caufe  the 
confcience,  for  the  prefcnt,  to  flartle  a  little,  but  there  is  no  opcn« 
ing  to  Chrift  by  faiths  O  friends  I  this  is  of  dreadful  confideration ; 
Prov.  L  24.  *<  I  called,  and  ye  refufed  ;  I  ftretched  out  my  hand 
''  and  no  man  regarded."  There  is  a  call  without  an  anfwer,  a 
bock,  and  no  opening;  and  thefe  things  are  very  common, 
Specially  among  the  unconverted,  that  live  under  a  lively,  roo- 
%  gofpeUmin^ftry.  Otthis  Chrift  complains.  Mat.  xvl  17. 
^  Whereunto  fhall  I  liken  this  generation  ?  They  are  like  unto 
^  chiUxen  fitting  in  the  market«place,   and   calling  to  their 
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"  fellowSi  faying,  Wc  have  plpe^  unto  you,  and  ye  have  not 
<•  danced ;  wc  have  mourned  unto  you,  and  ye  have  not  lament- 
«*  cd :"  q.  d.  Neither  the  delicious  airs  and  melody  of  gofpel- 
grace,  nor  the  mournful  and  dreadful  tlireats  of  damnation  to 
unbelievers,  avail  any  thing  to  open  your  hearts  to  embrace  me  \ 
no  voices  from  mount  Gerizzim,  or  mount  Ebal,  will  prevail  with 
you-  Ah  I  how  many  fad  witneffes  unto  this  truth  have  I  npw 
before  mine  eyes  !  but  Gbd  forbid  it  {hould  be  tlius  all  round  :  noi 
no,  there  be  fome  foub  who  hear,  and  open,  even  every  one  that 
hath  heard,  and  learned  of  the  Father,  John  vi.  45.  when  thd 
Spirit  of  God  puts  forth  his  power  with  the  word,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  it  becomes  fuccefsfuL 

4.  Sometimes  Chrift  knocks  with  a  thick  fucceffion  of  con- 
vi{Uons,  a  quick  repetition  of  his  calls.  Some  men  have  had 
thoufands  of  con  virions  in  a  few  years ;  for  in  this  cafe  the  Lord 
faith,  as  it  is  Exod.  iv.  8.  "  If  they  will  not  hearken  to  the  voice 
«<  of  the  firft  fign,  yet  they  may  believe  the  voice  of  the  latter 
«  fign.**  And  yet  fometimes  neither  the  former,  nor  the  latter 
avail  any  thing.  «« How  oft  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children, 
«  and  ye  would  not  ?'*  Mat.  xxiii.  37.  How  often  ?  Intimating  fhc 
many  calls  Chrift  gave  Jerufalem  to  come  unto  him,  yet  all  ih  vain. 
Obftinate  finners,  Chrift  hath  been  knocking,  and  calling  at  fome 
of  your  confciences,  from  your  very  childhood ;  thoufands  of 
conviftions  have  been  tried  upon  fome  of  you,  and  yet,  to  this  day, 
your  fouls  are  fhut  faft  againft  him.  The  Lord  halh  waited,  from 
year  to  year,  for  your  anfwer,  by  this  fignifying  how  loth  he  is  to 
part  with  you  ;  fuch  a  time  thou  waft  upon  a  fick-bed,  nigh  unto 
death;  at  fuch  a  time  under  fuch  a  fermbn,  and  then  Chrifl 
knocked  at  thy  foul :  if  all  this  be  in  vain,  fo  many  conviAions  as 
you  haV/C  ftifled,  fo  many  faggots  you  carry  with  you  to  hell,  to 
increafe  your  flames,  and  torments.  Yet  commonly  thofe  quick 
repetitions,  and  redoublings  of  the  ftrokes  of  conviftioris  end  well ; 
and  it  is  a  good  fign,  when  one  convidtion  revives  another,  and  the 
Lord  keeps  the  foul  ftill  waking.  But  O  take  heed,  and  try  not 
his  patience  too  long,  left  the  next  flroke  be  more  dreadful  than  all 
the  former ;  not  to  open  your  hearts,  but  fmite  dead  your  hopes 
for  heaven. 

5.  Sometimes  Chrift  knocks  intermittinglyy  knocking  and  ftop- 
ping,  a  call  and  filence,  and  that  at  a  confiderable  time  and  difl 
tance  :  a  convi£lion  this  da^,  and,  it  may  be,  not  another  in  many 
months.  There  be  fome  aged  finners  that  have  not  had  more 
than  one  or  two  remarkable  rouzings  of  confcience  in  fifty  or  fix- 
ty  years  time,  and  then  no  more  \  do  not  think  that  the  Lord  will 
make  his  Spirit  always  ftrivc  with  men,  Gen.  vi.  3,  no,  there  is  a 
time  when  God  faith  to  the  wordj  Convict  the  confcience  of  that 
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man  or  women  no  morei  not  a  firoke  more  by  way  of  conviftiooy 
bat  henceforth  be  thou  for  objuration,  not  to  open,  but  to  (hut  hioi 
up,  IT^.  vi.  10.  Reader,  bethink  thyfelf,  how  long  was  it  iince 
thy  confcience  was  rouzed  and  awakened  i  O  faith  one,  feven  or 
ten  years  ago  I  heard  fuch  a  fermon  which  tore  my  confcience  to 
pieces ;  I  fell  und£r  fuch  a  providence,  which  rouzed  and  awaken- 
ed all  my  fears  -,  but  fince  that  time,  all  hath  been  ftill  and  quiet; 
the  Lord  give  a  fecond  awakening,  left  you  awake  with  the  flames  • 
of  God's  wrath  about  you.  I  obferve,  it  is  ufual,  when  God  works 
upon  any  very  early,  he  knocks  thus  intermittingly  :  now  the  con- 
fcience is  aflive,  and  full  of  trouble,  then  the  vanities  of  youth  ex- 
tlnguifli  thefe  convictions  again  \  but  the  Lord  follows  his  deiign^ 
and  at  laft  the  conviction  fettles,  and  ends  in  converfion. 

6.  Chrift  fometimes  knocks  with  both  hands  at  once,'  with  the 
word  and  with  the  rod  together  ;  the  latter  in  fubferviency  to  the 
fbrnier;  and  if  ever  the  loul  be  like  to  open^  it  will  open  then, 
when  ordinances  and  afflictions  work  together.  The  word  fmitet 
the  confcience  with  conviCtion,  and  at  or  about  the  fame  time  pro- 
vidence fmites  the  outward  man  with  fome  affliction,  to  make  the 
word  work  eSeClually ;  or,  under  fome  fmart  affliction,  a  fuitable 
word  is  feafonably  direCted  to  the  confciepce  :  and  thus  jun^aju* 
^nt^  the  one  ailiAeth  the  other,  and  both  together  produce  the 
dciircd  effeCl.  Thus  the  Lord  wrought  upon  the  Theflalonians, 
I  Thef.  i.  6.  **  And  ye  t)ecame  followers  of  us,  and  of  the  Lord, 
"  having  received  the  word  in  much  affliction.'*  A  child  dies,  an 
eftate  is  loft,  or  a  iicknefs  feizeth  at  the  time  when  confcience  is 
prepared  by  a  conviCtion  from  the  word,  or  afflictions  have  prepa-* 
red  it  for  the  word :  the  rod  upon  the  back  helps  the  word  to 
work  upon  ^he  heart,  and  if  both  thefe  working  in  fellowfhip  wil^ 
not  do  the  work,  there  is  little  hope  that  any  thing  -will  do  it. 

7.  Eveiy  knock  of  Chrift  difturbs  the  finful  reft  of  the  fpul  j  it 
roufeth  guilt  in  the  confcience,  and  puts  the  inner  man  into  great 
didrels  and  trouble.  Before  Chrift  comes  and  knocks  at  the  door 
of  the  beart  all  is  ftill  and  quiet  within  ;  the  foul  is  in  a  quiet  fleep 
of  finful  fecurity,  no  fears  or  troubles  moleft  its  reft.  Luke  xi.  2 1 . 
**  When  a  ftrong  man  armed  keepeth  his  palace,  his  goods  are  in 
"  peace  ;  but  when  a  ftronger  than  he  (hall  come  upon  him,  and 
'*  overcome  hina^he  takethfrom  him  all  his  armour  Wherein  he  truft- 
"  ed."  The  armour  which  Satan  puts  into  the  hands  of  iinners,  to  de- 
fend themfclve^  againft  the  conviCtive  ftrokes  of  the  word,  are  the 
general  mercy  of  God>  the  out  ward  duties  of  religion,  partial  reforma- 
tions,&c.  But  when  Chrift  comes  by  efFeCtual  conviCtion,  he  difarms 
thcfinner  of  all  thefe  pleas,  and  then  the  foul  fees  what  broken  reeds 
^  leaned  upon.     '*  When  the  commandment  came,  (faith  Paul)  fin « 
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^  revived,  and  I  died,**  Rom.  vii.  9.  i.e.  all  my  vain  hopes  expired  j 
no  artifice  of  Satan  can  any  longer  quiet  the  finner's  confciencc  ; 
he  apprehends  himfelf  in  a  mifcrable  condition,  meditates  an  ef- 
capc  ;  farewell  now  to  found  and  quiet  fleep  :  no  peace  till  ont  or 
danger. 

8.  Every  effeftiial  knock  of  Chrift  gives  an  alarm  to  hell,  and 
puts  Satan  to  all  his  fhifts  and  arts  to  (ecure  the  poffeffion  of  the 
convinced  iinner.     The  devil  is  a  jealous  fpirit,  ami  when  his  intc- 
reft  is  in  danger  he  b^irs. himfelf  to  purpofe  ;  the  time  of  convic- 
tion is  an  hour  of  temptation.  **  We  wreftle  not  wiih  fiefh  and 
«<  blood,  (faith  the  apoftle)  but  againft  principalities,  againft  pow- 
«  crs,  againft  the  rulers  of  the  darkncfs  of  this  world,  againft  fpi- 
*f  ritual  wicked nefs,  (or  wicked  fpirits)  in  high  places,**  or  about 
heavenlies,  Eph.  vi.  1 2.     The  flrift  betwixt  Satan  and  the  foul  is 
now  for  no  lefi  than  the  prize  of  eternal  life  ;  it  is  now  for  all,  or 
none,  for  life  or  death,  for  heaven  or  hell:  The  powers  of  hell 
are  now  all  in  army  to  deftroy  copviffions,  and  fecure  the  poffef- 
fion  of  the  foul  againft  Chrift ;  as  when  a  granado  falls  into  a  gar- 
rifon,  the  firft  care  of  the  defendants  is,  to  ftifle  and  choak  it  be- 
fore it  break.     Whilft  Chrift  is  fpeaking  by  his  Spirit  in  one  car, 
the  devil  is  ^hifpering  in  the  other  5  and  the  things  he  whifpers  to 
quench  convi£tions  arc  ufually  fuch  as  thefe :  It  is  time  enough  yet> 
what  need  fuch  hafte  ?  Enjoy  thy  pleafures  a  little  longer,  thou 
mayeft  come  to  Chrift  and  be  faved  at  laft.     If  thaj  will  not  do, 
then  he  changeth  his  voice  :  To  what  purpofe  wilt  tjioo  go  to 
Chrift  ?  It  is  now  too  late,  the  time  of  grace  is  over  \  hadft  thou 
come  to  him  in  thy  youth,  and  obeyed  his  firft  call,  it  had  been 
fomewhat,  but  now  it  is  to  no  purpofe.     If  this  will  not  quiet  the 
foul,  then  he  faith.  Thy  fins  are  too  great  to  be  pardoned,  there  is 
no  hope  for  fuch  a  prodigiots  finner  as  thou  art.     If  the  Lord 
help  the  foul  to  overcome  this  by  difcovcring  to  it  the  riches  of 
mercy,  pardoning  the  greateft  of  finners  5  then  he  reprefents  the 
multitudes  which  are  in  the  fame  cafe  with  the  convinced  finner  \, 
Cotne,  fear  not,  if  it  go  ill  with  thee,  it  will  be  as  bad  for  millions 
of  men  and  women  5  if  thou  go  to  hell,  thoufands  will  go  with  thee : 
But  if  the  foul  be  loth  to  be  damned  for  company,  then  he  bids  it 
look  upon  the  train  of  troubles  and  affliclions  that  come  along  with 
Chrifi,  and  wiH  certainly  follow  him,  if  the  door  be  open  to  let  him 
in :  If  Chrift  come  in,  reproaches,  lofles^  and  fufferings  will  certain- 
ly come  in  with  him  5  troops  of  miferies  and  calamities  follow  him^ 
himfelf  hath  told  thee  fo,  and  art  thou  mad  to  ruin  all  thy  com- 
forts in  tha  world,  and  plunge  thyfclf  into  a  fea  of  trouble  for  what 
thine  eyes  never  faw  ?  But  if  the  foul  reply,  thefe  arc  more  tolera- 
ble than  damnation;  better  my  flefti  fiiffer  for  a  time,  than  my  foul 
be  caft  away  for  ever.  Then  he  reprefents  the  infuperable  diffictiU 
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tics  of  religion ;  What  a  hard  thing  it  b  to  be  faved,  how  many 
painful  duties  and  a£h  of  mortification  the  foul  muft  pafs  through! 
ThBs  yoii  fee  what  an  alarm  conviction  gives  to  the  powers  of 
hell. 

9.  Every  eSedual  knock  of  Chrift  \&  followed  on,  and  new  con- 
victions revive  old  and  former  ones,  and  the  Lord  never  leaves 
knocking  till  the  door  be  opened  ;  if  one  feribon  will  not  do,  ano- 
ther /nail  -,  if  ode  wound  be  plaiftered  and  healed  by  the  art  of 
^an^  a  fre(h  wonnd  (hall  be  made  ;  if  a  former  convi^on  vaniih, 
the  next  (ball  be  fealed  upon  the  foul  \  and  when  Xhk  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  fealeth  a  conviction  upon  the  confcience,  raze  it  out  who  can? 
And  here  is  the  difference  betwixt  ipecial  and  common  conviAions; 
common  convidions  come  and  go,  they  put  the  foul  in  a  fright  for 
a  day  or  a  month,  and  then  trouble  it  no  more  for  ever  ;  but  fpeci- 
al  convictions  will  be  continued,  one  thing  backs  another ;  for 
Chrift  is  in  purfuit  of  the  foul,  and  wiQ  give  it  chafe,  till  at  laft  he 
overtake,  and  come  up  with  it. 

10.  Laftiy^  All  the  knocks  of  Ckrift  ceafe  and  end  when  the  fin- 
ner's  day  of  grace  is  ended;  this  is  of  dreadful  confideration ; 
when  the  time  of  mercy  is  over,  no  more  ftrivings  of  the  Spirit  with 
a  mxck  after  that.  Chrift  faith  to  the  drowfy  finner,  as  he  fpake  to 
the  drowfy  dlfdples  in  the  garden,  Sleep  on  now^  and  takeyow  refi. 
So  here,  I  called  thee  in  fuch  a  fermon,  but  thou  heardeft  not ;  b^ 
fuch  a  providence,  but  thou  obeyedft  not ;  fleep  on  now,  and  take 
thy  reft:  "  My  people  would  not  hearken  to  my  voice,  and  Ifrael 
"  would  none  of  me  ;  fo  I  gave  them  up  to  their  own  hearts  hift, 
"  to  walk  in  their  own  coutifcls,'*  Pfal.  Ixxxi.  11,12.  q.  d.  I  have 
done  with  them,  the  treaty  is  ended,  I  will  make  no  more  eflays 
towards  their  converlion  and  falvation.  So  I  gave  them  up*  Me- 
thJnks  it  founds  as  much  as  this, — ^Take  them  fin,  take  them  devil, 
I  will  have  no  more  to  do  with  them  :•;— fo  Hofea  iv.  1 7.  «<  Ephraim 
"  is  joined  to  idols,  let  him  alone.''  His  heart  is  glued  faft  to  fin, 
he  is  enamoured  upon  other  lovers,  let  him  alone.  O  beloved,  it 
is  \  dreadful  thing  for  God  to  fay.  Let  this  man  alone  in  his  for- 
mality, and  that  man  in  his  carnal  iecurity.  LiCt  not  this  be  mif- 
appUed  by  poor  trembling  ibuls  under  convi£lion :  I  know  the  fear 
of  this  judgement  is  upon  their  hearts,  nothing  makes  them  tremble 
more  than  left  the  day  of  grace  be  ended  with  them.  -  But  there  is 
no  ground  for  this  fear,  whilft  the  Spirit  continues  convincmg,  and 
the  foul  trembling  left  his  convictions  (hould  prove  ineffeAual. 
Thus  much  of  the  nature,  inftmments,  and  manner  of  Chrift's 
knocking  at  the  door  of  a  finncr's  heart.  Our  way  is  now  opened 
to  a  fruitful  application  of  this  point,  which  I  will  wind  up  in  divers 
fieceflarj  uies« 
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*I.   life ^  for  Information. 

Aod  firft.  The  point  before  us  will  be  ufefui  for  information  in 
the  following  inferences  and  deductions. 

Infer,  i .  Into  how  deep  ajleep  hath  Jin  caji  the  fouls  offtnnersy  that 
Chri/l  muft  fland  fi  long^  and  give  fuch  hud  repeated  kfiocks  before  it 
'will  awake  and  open  to  him  ?  There  is  the  fpirit  of  a  deep  fleep  fal- 
len upon  men,  like  that  into  which  God  caO:  Adam  ;  God  fpeaks 
once,  yea,  twice,  but  man  regards  it  not ;  it  is  the  hardcft  thing  in 
the  world  to  roufe  and  awaken  a  man  out  of  his  carnal  fecurity. 
Look  over  Satat^s  kingdom,  and  you  (hall  find  a  general  (tillnefs 
and  quietnefs  among  his  fubje^ ;  there  is  no  trouble  for  fin,  no 
ftrivings  after  falvation,  no  cryings  out,  «  What  ihall  we  do  to  be 
•«  faved  ?"     Go  into  the  crowds  of  carnal  men  and  women,  and 
you  (hall  find  them  all  intent  and  bufy  about  other  matters.     How 
long  fliall  you  be  in  their  company  before  you  hear  one  groan  for 
fin,  or  fee  one  tear  Aide  from  tlieir  eyes  on  that  account  ?  Oh ! 
what^  marvellous  thing  is^here  !  do  not  their  confclences  know 
the  guilt  that  lies  upon  them  ?  Are  they  not  aware  of  a  day  of 
reckoning  which  approachech  ?  Yes,  yes,  thefe  things  are  not  hid 
from  their  confciences  ;  What  art  then  is  ufed  to  keep  them  fo  ftitt 
and  quiet  ?  Why,  there  are  divers  rattles  to  ftill  the  confciences  of 
finners,  and  they  do  it  effeAually.    There  are  four  caufes  and  oc- 
cafions  of  this  wonderful  flillnefs  in  the  fouls  of  finners. 

I.  Ignorance  of  the  nature  of  regenerating  grace,  taking  that 
for  regeneration,  which  is  none  of  it ;  thus  did  the  Jews,  John 
viii.  25.  confidently  affirm  God  to  be  their  God,  and  yet  they 
did  not  know  him.  How  many  poor  ignorant  creatures  think 
there  is  no  need  of  any  other  work  of  regeneration,  but  what  paf- 
fcd  upon  them  in  baptifm  i  They  were  bom  and  baptized  Chrif- 
tians,  and  that  is  enough,  they  think,  to  fave  them :  Mat.  iii.  9. 
«  We  have  Abraham  to  our  father."  They  thought  it  fufBcicnt 
that  Aljraham's  blood  ran  in  their  veins,  though  there  were  not  a 
fpark  of  Abraham's  faith  kindled  in  their  fouls.  The  Lord  for- 
give the  fin  of  thofc  men  that  lead  poor  fouls  into  fiich  fatal  mis- 
takes. O  if  men  were  but  aware  of  the  neceffity  of  a  greater  and 
farther  work  to  pafs  upon  their  fouls  than  their  baptifm,  common 
powerlefs  prnfcfiion,  or  the  ftmilar  works  which  appear  upon  for- 
mal, hypocrites,  heaven  and  earth  would  ring  with  their  cries*  But 
ignorance  of  the  nature  and  noceffity  of  fpecial  regenerating  grace, 
like  a  dofe  of  optum^  cafi&  the  confciences  of  many  into  this  deep 
fltep. 

a.  Freedom  from  grofler  fins  and  pollutions  of  the  world,  fHUs 
and  quiets  the  confciences  of  thoufands ;  they  have  6ad  a  civil, 
fobcr,  and  fair  education ;  and  though  there  be  no  grace  and  re- 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


England s  Duty.  1 05 

generation,  yet  what  faints  do  they  fccm  to  themfelvcs,  being  a- 
doracd  with  fobriety  and  civility  i  This  ftilled  the  confcience  of 
thePharifcei  Luke  xviii.  11.  *«  God,  I  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not 
"  as  other  men  are,  extortioners,  unjufV,  adulterers',  or  even  as 
«  this  publican."  Thus,  like  delicate  Agag,  they  fpruce  up  them- 
felvcs with  moral  homolitical  virtues,  wherein  many  thoufand  Hea- 
thens were  more  gay  than  themfelves ;  but  jui^ice  will  hew  them 
to  pieces  as  Agag  was,  for  all  their  moral  ornaments  and  endow- 
ments. 

3.  The  ftrift  performance  of  the  citernal  duties  of  religion 
quiets  the  confciences  of  many ;  they  queflion  not  but  thofe  that 
do  fo  well  fliall  fare' well,  and  that  God  will  never  damn  men  and 
women  that  keep  their  church  and  fay  their  prayers  as  they  do# 
Thus  the  carnal  Jews  deluded  themfelves,  crying,  "  The  temple 
"  of  the  Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord :"  As  malefa^ors,  in 
feme  of  our  neighbouring  kingdoms,  fly  to  the  church  from  the 
hand  pf  juftice,  fo  do  thefe;  but  God  will  pluck  them  from  the 
horns  of  the  altar,  and  convince  them  that  the  empty  name  of  xe- 
b'gion  is  no  fecurity  from  damnation. 

4.  Many  confciences  are  ftiil  and  quieted  in  a  natural,  finful 
fate,  by  miCnterpreting  the  voices  of  providence  \  it  may  be  God 
profpcrs  your  earthly  affiiirs,  fucceedsand  fmiles  upon  your  under- 
takings ;  and  this  you  conclude  mud  be  a  token  of  his  love  and 
favour :  But  alas  I  this  is  a  great  miflake,  the  Lord  give  you  bet- 
ter evidences  of  his  love  than  thefe  ;  for  who  profpcr  more  in  the 
world  than  wicked  men  ?  And  who  are  more  crofled  than  the 
people  of  God  t  Read  Job  xxi.  and  Pfal.  Ixxiji.  and  compare  both 
whh  Eccl.  ix-  I.  and  you  will  quickly  find  the  vanity  of  all  hopes 
built  upon  fuch  a  foundation. 

However,  by  fuch  things  as  thefe  are,  the  god  of  tliis  world 
blinds  the  eyes  of  multitudes. 

Infer.  2.  If  every  conviction  be  a  hioch  of  Chrift^  how  deeply  are  all 
folds  concerned  in  thefuccefs  and  ijfue  (f  them  ? 

Conviction  is  an  embryo  of  the  new  creature ;  if  it  go  out  its  full 
time,  and  come  to  a  perfect  new  birth,  it  brings  forth  ftlvation  to 
your  fouls  ;  if  it  mifcarry  finally,  you  are  finally  loft.  It  is  of  in- 
finite concernment  therefore  to  every  man  and  woman  to  be  ten- 
der over  thcfr  conviiHons  of  their  confciences.  It  is  true,  con- 
viction and  convcrfion  arc  two  things ;  there  may  be  conviftion 
without  converfion,  though  tiiere  can  be  no  converfion  without 
conviflion.  The  bloflbms  upon  the  trees  in  the  fpring  of  the  year 
cannot  properly  be  called  fruit,  they  are  rather  the  rudiments  of 
frnit,  or  fomething  in  order  to  fruit.  If  tl^y  open  kindly,  and 
knit  or  fet  firmly,  perficft'  fruit  follows  them ;  but  if  a  blaft  or 
&o)iy  mornings  kill  them,  no  fruit  is  to  be  expeAed.    Thus  it  is 
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here,  great  care  therefore  ought  to  be  taken  about  the  prcferva- 
tion  and  fuccefs  of  convidlions,  both  by 

1.  The  foul  itfelf  that  is  under  them. 

2.  And  by  all  others  that  are  concerned  about  tlicm. 

1.  What  care  ihould  the  foul  itfelf  have,  upon  whom  convic- 
tions are  wrought ;  have  a  car^,  friends,  how  you  quench  them, 
divert  or  hinder  the  operations  of  them,  left  you  hinder  as  much 
as  in  you  lies,  the  very  conception  of  Chrift  in  your  fouls  by 
them.  I  reniember  it  is  faid,  £xod,  xxi,  22.  «  If  men  ftrive  and 
«•  hurt  a  woman  with  child,  and  mifchief  follow,  life  fliall  be 
*•  giv<n  for  life."  The  life  of  your  fouls  is  bound  up  in  the  life 
of  your  conviAions.  I  know  it  is  hard  for  men  and  women  to 
dwell  with  their  own  convictions;  guilt  and  wrath  arp  fad  fubje£b 
for  men's  thoughts  to  dwell  upon  ;  but  yet  it  is  far  better  to  dwell 
with  the  thoughts  of  fin  and  wrath  here,  than  to  lie  fweltering  un- 
der them  in  hell  for  ever.  You  may  be  rid  of  yoiu:  convictions 
and  your  falvation  together ;  be  not  too  eager  after  peace,  a  good 
trouble  is  better  than  a  falfe  peace.  And  on  the  other  fide,  beware 
that  your  conviftions  and  troubles  turn  not  into  difcouragements  to 
faith  ;  this  will  crofs  the  proper  intention  of  them  :  they  are  Chrifl's 
knocks  for  entrance,  and  were  never  intended  to  be  bars  or  ftum- 
bling-blocks  in  your  way  to  him  f  not  ftops,  but  fteps  in  vour  way 
to  Chrift. 

2.  Let  all  others  that  are  concerned  about  convinced  fouls,  be- 
ware what  counfels  they  give,  and  what  rules  they  prefcribc,  left 
they  render  them  abortive,  and  deftroy  all  in  the  bud.  '  There  arc 
two  errors  too  commonly  committed,  one  in  excefii  perfuading 
fouls  under  trouble  of  confcience  that  there  is  no  coming  for  them 
to  Chrift,  unlefs  they  be  fo  and  fo  prepared,  humbled  juft  to  fuch 
a  degree ;  this  is  dangerous  counft  1,  it  overheats  the  troubles  of 
confcience,  and  keeps  the  foul  from  its  proper,  prefcnt  duty  and 
remedy.  I  am  fore  Paul  and  Silas  took  no  fuch  courfe  with  the 
convinced  Jailor,  nor  Peter  with  the  three  thoufand  wounded  con- 
fciences,  Afts  ii.  Nor  do  I  find  where  God  hath  ftatcd  the  time 
and  degree  of  fpiritual  troubles,  fo  that  there  muft  be  no  addrclles 
to  Chrift  in  the  way  of  faith,  until  they  have  fuffered  them  fo  long 
and  to  fuch  an  height :  if  they  have  imbittered  fin  to  the  foul,  and 
made  it  fee  the  necefliry  of  a  Saviour,  I  think  they  cannot  move 
too  foon  alter  Chrift  in  the  way  of  faith.  Let  no  man  fet  bounds 
where  God  fets  none. 

There  is  another  error  committed  in  iefeEl^  when  promifos  and 
comforts  are  prefently  applied,  before  the  nature  of  faith  is  known, 
or  one  act  of  recumbency  put  forth  towards  Chrift :  thcfe  baf^ 
comforts  come  to  nothing ;  they  will  not,  they  cannot  ftand.  It 
i»  a  dangerous  thing  to  apply  gofpel-cordials,  and  pour  out  the  pre- 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


EtJgknffs  Duty.  - 107 

dous  ointment  of  the  promifes  upon  them  that  were  never  heart-* 
iickforiin;  when  upon  every  flight  trouble,  which  is  but  as  an  earlj 
dewj  the  peculiar  confolations  of  penitent  and  believing  fouls  are 
hand  over-head  applied  to  them.  How  many  fuch  unfkll&l  emperics 
are  there  in  every  place?  Such  as  the  prophet  Jeremiah  complains  ofj 
«  They  have  healed  the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  flight- 
«  ly,  crying  peace>  peace,  where  there  is  no  peace/'  Remember 
the  foundation  is  now  laying  for  eternity,  and  that  is  the  time  of 
deep  confideration ;  men  and  women  muft  ponder  the  terms  and 
count  the  coft,  and  deliberately  accept  and  clofe  with  Chrift,  be- 
fore the  confolatbns  c^the  promifes  can  be  regularly  adminiftered 
to  them. 

Infer.  3.  VThat  aftngular  blejjing  is  a  roujing  faithful  miniflry  among 
the  peopU  ^  By  fuch  a  miniftry  Chrift  knocks  powerfully ;  this  is 
one  of  the  greateft  bleffings  God  can  beftow  upon  a  people,  next 
to  the  faving  eflfefts  of  it,  when  he  ftnds  anK>ng  them  powerful, 
judicious  preachers  of  the  gofpc!,  under  whofe  miniftry  their  con- 
fciences  cannot  fleep  quietly.  Thcfe  are  the  proper  inflruments 
Chrift  knocks  at  men's  hearts  by :  and  as  for  thofe  prophets  that 
few  pillows  for  drowfy  finners  to  fleep  quietly  tipon,  the  Lord  owns 
them  not  for  his ;  Lam.  ii.  14,  «*  Thy  prophets  (not  mine,  but 
"  thine)  have  feen  vain  and  foofifh  things  for  thee,  they  have  not 
"  difcovered  thine  iniquity.** 

It  is  true,  thofe  minifters  that  give  men  no  reft  nor  quictnefs  ia 
their  fins,  muft  expeA  but  little  reft  and  quietnefs  themfelves. 
What  is  it  for  minifters  to  preach  home  to  the  confciences  of  o- 
thcTs,  but  to  pull  down  the  rage  of  the  world  upon  their  own 
heads  ?  But  certainly  you  will  have  caufe  to  blefs  God  to  eternity, 
for  cafting  your  lot  under  fuch  a  miniftry  ;  and  the  Lord  accounts 
fach  a  mercy  fufficient  to  recompenfe  any  outward  ajBiftion  that 
lies  upon  you,  Ifa.  xxx.  20.  You  fare  richly  under  fuch  doftrine, 
thongh  the  Lord  ftiould  ko^A  you  with  the  bread  of  afiliftion,  and 
give  you  the  waters  of  adverfity  to  drink ;  this  makes  amends 
for  all,  w  Thine  eyes  ftiall  behold  thy  teachers,  and  they  (hall  be 
"  driven  no  more  into  corners."  O  bleflcd  be  God  that  England^s 
corners  are  this  day  emptied,  that  its  pulpits  may  be  filled  with 
laborious,  faithful  minifters.  O  that  the  knocks  of  Chrift  might 
this  day  be  heard  in  all  the  cities,  towns,  and  villages  of  this  na- 
tion !  the  kingdom  of  God  is  come  nigh  unto  us,  this  mercy  is  in- 
valuable \  pray  that  the  Lord  would  continue  it,  ^xtdi  make  all 
your  minifters  and  means,  whether  more  public  or  private,  fuc- 
celsful. 

Infer.  4.  And  thm^  laftly,  lei  all  men  beware  of  thofe  things  that 
deafen  their  ears,  and  drown  the  found  of  Chriffs  hioch  and  calls  in  the 
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What  pernicious  enemies  to  the  fouls  of  men  arc  there  perfonSy 
and  things,  that  turn  away  men's  cars  from  attending  to  the  knocks, 
and  calls  of  Chrift  in  his  word  ?  Such  are,  (i.)  Prophane,  wicked 
men,  who,  like  Elymas  the  forcerer,  make  it  their  bufinefs,  by 
wicked  infinuations,  flouts,  and  jeers,  to  turn  a  Aray  men's  ears 
from  the  gofpel.  Afts  xiii.  lo.  **0  full  of  all  fubtilty,  and  all 
•<  mifchief,  thou  child  pf  the  devil',  thou  enemy  of  all  righteouf^ 
«  nefs  ;  wilt  thou  not  ceafe  to  pervert  the  right  ways  of  the  Lord  ?" 
All  oppoiition  to  godlinefs  hath  a  fpice  of  dcvUiflmefs,  and  no  child 
more  refembles  his  father,  than  a  fcoiHng  enemy  refembles  his 
father,  the  devil.  But  bleiTed  be  God  for  that  good  providence 
which,  in  a  great  meafure,  hath  ftopt  the  mouths  both  of  the 
father  and  his  children,  this  day.  (a.)  Take  heed  of  carnal  and 
ungodly  relations,  which  dif courage  and  threaten  their  chofen 
fervants,  and  all  that  depend  on  them,  from  attending  upon  tlie 
means,  or  giving  way  to  the  conviftiors  which  God  by  them  hath 
fet  upon  tlieir  hearts.  Cruel  parepts,  who  had  rather  fee  their 
children  turned  into  their  graves,  than  turning  to  the  ways  of 
ferious  godlinefs !  O  that  any  ihould  dare  to  quench  the  beginnings 
of  fpiritual  life,  in  thofc  to  whom  they  were  inftruments  to  convey 
natural  life.  (3.)  Take  heed  of  the  world,  its  di(l:ra£ling  cares, 
and  charming  pleafures ;  what  a  din,  what  a  confufed  buz  and 
noife  do  thefe  things  make  in  the  cars  of  men !  Mark  iv.  19, 
«'  The  cares  of  this  world  choak  the  word,  and  it  becometh  un- 
fruitful." Tell  not  them  of  getting  Chrift,  they  muft  ftudy  how  to 
get  bread.  Thefe  are  fome  of  thofe  diftrafting  and  diverting  founds^ 
which  drown  the  voice  of  Chriil's  knocks  and  calls  in  the  goipel. 
As  you  value  your  fouls,  beware  of  them. 

11.  Ufej  for  Exhortation, 

Chrift  is  now  come  near  us  in  the  gofpel,  "Beh6ld  he  ftands  at 
"  the  door  and  knocks  :"  and  I  am  here  this  day  to  demaftid  your 
anfwer,  and  in  his  name  I  do  folemnly  demand  it ;  what  fhall  I 
return  to  him  that  fent  me  .?  What  fayeft  thou,  (inner  ?  Wilt  thou 
open  to  Chrift,  or  wilt  thou  flmt  him  out ;  and  with  him  thy  own 
pardon,  peace,  and  falvation  ?  Once  more,  let  me  try  the  force  of 
a  few  more  arguments  upon  your  hearts,  and  refute  your  vain  pleas 
to  the  contrary.',  methinks,  no  heart  ihould  be  able  to  refift  iuch 
motives,  and  rational  pcrfuafions,  as  thefe  following  will  be  found 
to  be. 

Motive  I .  You  are  in  extreme  need  of  Chrift,  you  want  him 
more  than  bread,  or  breath ;  many  things  are  convenient  for  your 
bodies,  but  Chrift  is  the  one  thing  neceflary  for  your  fouls,'* 
Neceffity  is  an  engine  tliat  will  open  any  thing  in  tlie  world  that  can 
be  opened  5  neceffity  will  make  all  fly  before  it.  Now  there  is  a  plain^ 
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prcfent  abfolutc  neccffity  lying  upon  every  one  of  you  to  open  your 
hearts  to  Chrift,  and  that  without  delay.  Neceflity  goes  before  th6 
lace  of  Chrift,  to  open  the  way  for  him  into  the  heart ;  thou  muft 
have  him,  or  be  loft  for  ever*  Chrift  and  faith  are  not  among  the 
maj  bees^  but  the  muji  bees^  to  the  happinefs  of  thy  foul.  A  roan  may 
be  poor,  and  happy  j  reproached,  and  bleiled  ;  but  he  cannot  be 
chriftlefs  and  fafe ;  nor  chriftlefs  and  comfortable :  you  muft: 
have  Chrift,  or  you  cannot  have  life,  John  iii.  36.  you  muft  have 
Chrift,  or  you  can  have  no  hope.  Col.  i.  27.  Chrift  and  life, 
Chrift  and  hope,  go  together  :  No  Chrift,  no  life  ;  no  Chrift,  no 
hope:  Sinner,  thou  muft  have  Chrift,  or  thou  canft  have  no 
pardon ;  for  Chrift  and  pardon  are  undivided,  Eph.  i.  7.  In  a 
word,  you  muft  have  Chrift,  or  you  can  have  no  falvation,  A£ts 
iv.  12.  Well,  then,  if  thou  canft  have  no  life 'nor  hope,  no 
pardon  nor  falvation  without  Chrift  ;  then  a  plain  neceffity  goes 
before  Chrift,  to  open  his  way  into  thine  heart ;  methinks,  thou 
ihouldft'  now  fay,  then  will  I  open  to  Chrift  whatever  the  terms 
be.  Come  fufferings,  loftes,  reproaches,  yea,  death  itfelf,  all  is 
one  \  Chrift  I  muft  have,  and  Chrift  I  will  have ;  neceffity  is  laid 
upon  me,  and  my  heart  is  opened  to  Chrift  by  it ;  woe  to  me  for 
ever,  if  I  mifs  of  Chrift. 

Motive  2.  The  Lord  Jefus  is  this  day  come  nigh  to  every  one  of 
your  fouls.  I  may  fay  to  you  as  Chrift  did  to  them,  Luke  x.  9. 
"  The  kingdom  of  God  is  come  nigh  unto  you."  The  Lord  grant 
he  be  not  as  nigh  to  fome  of  you  as  ever  he  {hall  be  •,  for  he  mufl: 
come  nearer,  or  elfe  you  are  loft  for  ever.  It  is  not  Chrift  among 
you  in  the  means  of  grace,  but  Chrift  within  you  by  the  work  of 
grace,  which' muft  be  unto  you  the  hope  of  glory,  Col.  i.  27.  He 
is  not  only  among  you  in  re{pe£l  of  external  means,  but  he  is  come 
into  your  underftandings  and  confciences ;  yea,  fome  motions  of 
his  you  may  feel  upon  your  affe^ons;  there  wants  but  a  little  more 
to  make  you  eternally  happy.  O  what  would  one  eSefhial  touch 
npon  your  wills  be  worth  now  !  the  head-work  is  done,  but  O  that 
the  heart-work  were  done  too.  You  are  almoft  favedy  but  to  be 
ahnoft  faved,  is  to  be  wholly,  and  eternally  loft,  if  it  go  no  further* 
It  is  a  fad  thing  for  a  man  that  hath  one  foot  in  heaven  to  ilide  h-om 
thence  into  hell ;  it  is  fad  to  be  fliipwrecked  at  the  harbour's 
roouth. 

Motive  3.  Jefus  Chrift  hath  unqueftionable  right  to  enter  into, 
Mdpoffds  every  one  of  your  fouls  :  Satan  is  but  an  ufurper  :  Chrift 
is  your  lawful  owner  and  proprietor  -,  thy  foul,  finner,  hath  not 
fo  full  a  title  to  thy  body,  as  Chrift  hath  to  thy  foul :  Satan  keeps 
Chrift  out  of  his  right.  Chrift  knocks  at  the  door  of  his  own 
^ufe  \  he  built   it,  and  therefore  may  well  claim  adnuiBon  in- 
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to  it ',  it  is  his  own  creature,  Col.  i.  i6.  «  By  him  w«re  all  thingsi 
«  riiacie,  whether  they  be  vifible  or  invifible  f '  bodies  or  (buls. 
The  invifible  part,  thy  foul,  is  his  workmanfliip,  a  ftately  ftruc- 
turc  of  his  own  raifing.  He  hath  alfo  a  right  by  redemption, 
Chrift  hath  bought  thy  foul,  and  that  at  the  invaluable  price  of 
his  own  blood.  Who  then  can  difpute  the  right  of  Chrift  to  en- 
ter into  his  own  houfe  ?  But  alas  !  he  cometh  to  his  own,  but  his 
own  receive  him  not. 

Motive  4.  Open  tht  door  to  Chrift,  for  a  train  of  bleffings  and 
mercies  come  in  with  him  5  a  troop  of  privileges  follow  him.  In 
the  fame  day  and  hour  that  Chrift  comes  into  thine  heart,  by  a  full 
confent  and  deliberate  choice,  a  pardon  comes  with  him  of  all  the 
fins  that  ever  thou  comniittedft  in  thought,  word,  or  aftion.  Will 
fUch  a  pardon  be  welcome  to  thy  foul  ?  Then  let  Chrift  be  wel- 
dome>  Eph.-i.  7.  for  where  Chrift  comes,  pardon  comes.  'If  you 
dpen  to  Chrift,  you  open  to  peace,  and  who  would  (hut  the  door  of 
hi4  foul  againft  peace  ?  If  peace  be  welcome,  let  Chrift  be  welcome  ; 
for  peace  follows  faith  in  Chrift,  Rom.  v.  i .  Where  Chrift  comes 
liberty  comes,  John  viii.  36.  "If  the  Son  therefore  make  you  free, 
*f  tRen  are  you  free  indeed."  Are  you  in  love' with  bonds  and 
fetters  ?  Satan's  laws  are  written  in  blood.  Chrift*s  yoke  is  eafy, 
and  his  corpmands  not  grievous.  If  you  love  liberty,  love  Chrift. 
Ifi  a  word,  where  Chrift  comes,  falvation'  comes  ;  "  for  he  is  the 

'  *«  author  of  eternal  falvation  to  all  them  that  obey  him.'*  If  there- 
fore you  love  pardon,  peace,  liberty,  and  falvation,  ftiut  not  the 
door  againft  Chrift  ;  for  all  thefe  follow  him  wherever  he  goes. 

Motive  5.  Chrift  this  day  folemnly  demands  entrance  into  thy 
foul ;  he  begs  thee  to  open  to  him,  2  Cor.  v.  20.  he  commands 
thee  to  open  unto  him,  i  John  iii.  23.  He  denounceth  eternal 
damnation  to  thofe  that  refufe  him  entrance.  Now  confider  well, 
here  is  entrancfe  demanded  under  pahi  of  the  eternal  wrath  of 
God :  This  demand  is  filed  and  recorded  in  heaven ;  at  your 
own  peril  be  it,  if  you  (hut  the  door  againft  him :  Only  thus  will  I 
fay  in  my  Redeemer's  behalf,  if  you  refufe,  bear  witnefs  heaven 
and  earth  this  day,  that  Chrift  folemnly  demanded  entrance  into 
thy  foal,  and  was  refufed  5  bear  witnefs,  that  the  door  was  ihut 
againft  the  only  Redeemer,  who  intreated,  commanded,  and  threa- 
tened eternal  damnation  to  the  rejefters  of  him.     Oh !  methinks, 

^that  fcripture,  Prov.  i.  24,  25.  is  able  toftrike  terror  into  the  ve- 
ry center  of  that  foul  that  refufes  the  offers  of  Chrift  ! 

Motive  6.  And  fo  I  have  done  my  mafter's  errand ,  if  you 
now  rdfufe  the  knock  of  Chrift  at  your  hearts,  he  may  never 
knock  more  ;  and  where  are  you  then  ?  There  is  a  knock  which 
will  be  the  laft  knock^  a  call  which  will  be  his  iaft  call }  and  after 
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tliat  no  more  knocks  or  calls,  but  an  eternal  iilence  ^  to  any  over^ 
lure  of  mercy  or  grace. 

Objed.  I .  But  if  I  do  open  U  Chrift^  he  will  never  come  in  Ufuch  a 
jilihjpollutedjinfulfoul  as  mine  is. 

Anfw,  Who  faith  fo  ?  Who  dare  affirm  fo  impudent  a  falfehood 
in  the  very  face  of  the  text  i  «  If  any  man  open  to  me,  I  will 
"  come  in  to  him." 

Okjed.  %•  If  I  open  to  Chri/iy  I  mujl  hid  farewell  to  eafe  and  reji  in 
ibis  world  ;  reproaches tfufferings^  lojfes  follow  him. 

Anfv).  If  CJirift,  pardoui  and  falvation,  be  not  worth  the  en- 
during and  fuffcring  thefe  fmall  things,  fure  thou  valued  Chrifi: 
and  thy  foul  at  a  low  rate.  O  who  can  fufficiently  bewail  the  ig- 
norance smd  folly  of  unbelievers  that  will  fell  their  fouls  and  hopes 
of  heaven  for  fuch  trifles !  And  if  Chrift  and  thy  foul  muft  part  upi- 
on  thefe  terms,  then  hear  ntie,  iinner,  and  let  it  fink  into  thine 
heart  \  thy  damnation  will  be  both, 

1.  Juft  amd  righteous. 

2.  Unavoidable  and  fure. 

1.  Thy  damnation  will  be  juft ;  for  thou  hadft  thy  own  choice, 
and  deliberately  preferredft  the  iniignificant  trifles  of  this  world 
before  Chrift  and  falvation.  It  was  plainly  told  thee  what  the  i& 
fuc  of  thy  rejefting  Chrift  would  be ;  and  yet,  after  fufficient  warn- 
ing thou  adventuredft  upon  it :  Whatever  other  iinners  will  plead, 
I  know  not,  but  as  for  thee  thou  muft  be  fpeechlefs,  Matth.  xxii. 
12.  If  thou  die  chriftlefs  thou  muft  appear  at  his  bar  fpeechlefs  \ 
and  the  day  of  judgment  will  be  the  day  of  the  revelation  of  the 
r^hteous  judgment  of  God.     Rom.  ii.  5 . 

2.  It  wi]l  alio  be  unavoidable,  for  there  is  no  other  way  to  falva- 
tion but  this,  A&s  iv.  12.  No  Chrift,  no  heaven  ;  no  faith,  no 
Chrift :  ««  How  (hall  we  efcape  if  we  neglect  fo  great  a  falvation  ;" 
Heb.  ii.  3.  Mercy  itfelf  cannot  fave  thee  out  of  Chrift,  for  all  the 
faring  mercy  of  God  is  difpenfed  to  men  through  him,  Jude  ai. 
It  is  to  no  purpofe  to  cry  mercy,  Lord,  mercy !  when  Chrift,  in 
whon  all  the  mercies  of  God  are  difpenfed  to  men,  isVejefted.  by 
thee.     . 

III.   Ufe^  for  Conflation, 

This  point  winds  up  in  confolation  to  all  fuch,  as,  hearing  the 
knocks  of  Chrift,  have  opened  or  are  now  refolved  to  open  their 
hearts  unto  him  -,  and  that  nothing  henceforth  ftiall  keep  Chrift 
and  their  fouls  afunder :  To  fuch  I  (hall  addrefs  the  following 
grounds  of  comfort. 

Coafolaticn  I.  An  opening  heart  to  Chrift  is  a  work  wholly  and 
altogether  fupematural ;  a  fpecial  work  of  fhe  Spirit  of  God,  never 
found  upon  any  but  an  elcA  foul.    There  are  cbnunon  gifts  of  the 
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Spirit)  fijch  as  knowledge,  vahifliing  conviAions,  &c.  but  the  open- 
ing of  the  heart  by  faith  is  the  fpecial,  faving,  and  peculiar  work  of 
the  Spirit,  John  vi.  29.  «  This  is  the  work  of  God  that  ye  believe." 
Yea,  it  is  the  effeft  of  the  Almighty  Power  of  God,  the  exceeding 
greatnefs  of  his  power  is  exerted  in  the  work  of  faith,  Eph.  i,  19. 
It  riies  not  out  of  nature,  as  common  gifts  do ;  but  of  this  it  is  ex- 
prefsly  faid,  Eph.  ii.»  8.  "  It  is  not  of  yourfelves,,it  is  the  gift  of 
<<  God."  Where  this  work  is  effeftually  wrought,  we  may  rca- 
fbn  as  folidly  as. comfortably  from  it,  both  backward,  to  the  deal- 
ing love  of  Gk)d,  and  forward,  to  our  eternal  glorification  with  him, 
Rom.  viii.  30. 

Confolat,  2.  The  opening  o£  thy  heart  to  Chrift  by  faving  faith, 
gives  thee  untereft  in  Chrift  the  very  fame  hour ;  the  relation  is 
then  conftituted,  the  conjugal  tie  or  bond  is  faftened  betwixt  him 
and  thy  foul  \  John  i.  1 2.  "  To  as  many  as  received  him',  to 
**  them  gave  he  power,  (viz.  right  or  privilege)  to  become  the  Sons 
«*  of  God,  even  to  as  many  as  believe  on  his  name."  You  nei- 
ther need,  nor  'may  expeft  an  extraordinary  meflenger  or  voice 
from  heaven  to  tell  you  that  Chrift  is  yours,  and  you  are  his  ;  you 
have  a  better  foundation  in  this- word  and  work  of  faith  :  For  my 
part,  if  God  will  give  me  the  clear  and  fatisfying  experience  of  this 
work  upon  my  heart,  I  would  never  defire  more  fatisfaftion  on  this 
fide  heaven.  I  know  not  but  the  devil  may  counterfeit  an  extra- 
ordinary voice,  and  cheat  the  foul  by  a  lying  oracle  ;  but  if  I  really 
feel  my  heart  and  will  fincerely  opening  to  Chrift  upon  gofpcU 
terms,  I  am  fure  there  is  no  deceit  in  that. 

Cm/olat,  3.  The  opening  of  thy  heart  to  Chrift  by  faith  is  a  good 
aflurance  that  heaven  ftiall  be  opened  to  thy  foul  hereafter  :  Hea- 
ven is  ftiut  agalnft  none  but  thofe  that  fliut  their  heart  againft Chrift 
by  unbelief.  Will  you  bar  Chrift  out  of  your  fouls  by  ignorance 
and  unbelief,  and  then  cry,  Lord,  open  to  us  ?  No,  God  will  open 
to  none  but  them  that  open  to  Chrift.  Eternity  itfelf  fhall  but  fuf- 
fide  to  blefs  God  for  this  opening  adt  of  faith :  «  He  that  bclieveth 
«  fliallbefaved,"Mark  xvi.  16. 

Confolot.  4.  The  opening  of  thy  foul  to  Chrift  by  faith  makes  it 
Chrift's  habitation  for  ever;  in  that  hour  out  goes  fin  and  Satan, 
and  in  comes  Chrift  and  grace  :  "  If  any  man  open  unto  me,  I  will 
*«  come  in  to  him,"  faith  the  text.  Of  fuch  a  foul  Chrift  faith  as 
it  was  faid  of  the  temple,  Pfal.  cxxxii.  13,  14  "  The  I^ord  hath 
<<  defired  it  for  his  habitation.  This  is  my  reft  for  ever ;  here 
«  will  I  dwell,  for  I  have  defired  it."  The  foul  now  becomes  an 
hallpvved  temple  to  the  Lord  :  as  he  hath  faid,  <«  I  will  dwell  in 
"  them,  and  walk  in  them,  and  will  be  their  God,  and  they  fhall 
"  be  my  people,"  2  Cor,  vi.  16.  O  what  a  heaven  upon  earth  is 
Jicrc  !  Chrift  dwelling  in  the  foul  is  the  glory  of  the  foul  i  as  CJod*s 
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dwelling  in  the  temple  was  ,the  glory  of  the  temple. 

ConfolaU  5.  In  a  word,  the  opening  of  the  heart  to  Chrift  is  that 
work  which  anfwcrs  the  great  defign  of  the  gofpei.  Wherefore 
hath  God  fct  up  ordinances  and  miniflerSi  yea,  wherefore  is  the 
Spirit  fent  fprth  but  to  open  the  hearts  of  finners  to  Chrift  by 
faith  ?  When  this  is  done,  the  main  end  and  intention  of  the  gof- 
pelis  attained  and  anfwered \  the  union  is  effeAed  betwixt  Chrift 
and  the  Ibul  -,  it  is  now  put  out  of  hazard.  The  whole  work  of 
the  goipel  after  that  is  but  to  build  up,  con6rm,  and  comfort  the 
foal  >   ripen  its  implanted  graces,  and  make  it  meet  for  glory. 

And  thus,  through  the  affiftance  of  the  Spirit,  I  have  finifhed. 
the  fifth  obfervation,  That  every  conviEtion  of  confciencey  and  motion 
upon  the  offeBiom^  is  a  knock  or  call  of  Chri^  for  entrance  into  tie  fin^ 
ntf^s  heart. 


SERMON    VL 

Revel,  iii.  20. 
Behold  I  [_fland  ]  at  the  door  and  knock^  &c. 

[  Ifiand  and  knock.  ] 

'ERE  is  pains  and  patience,  all  means  ufed  by  Chrift  to  gain 

entrance  into  the  fouls  of  iinners.    It  fpeaks  the  eameftnels 

oFhis  fuit,  and  vehemency  of  his  defire  to  be  in  union  with  the 
ibuls  of  men.     The  iixth  obfervation  therefore  will  be  this, 

Doft.  6.  That  Jefns  Chrift  is  an  earnefl fuitor  for  union  andcommu^ 
num  with  the  fouls  of  finners. 

This  point  lies  direftly  and  fully  in  the  very  eye  and  Intention  of 
the  text.  In  the  opening  cf  it,  two  things  muft  be  fpoken  to,  in 
the  dodbinai  part,  viz. 

I.  The  demonftration  of  this  truth,  that  he  is  fo. 

II.  The  marvellous  and  admirable  grace  and  condefcenfion  of 
Chrift,  that  he  (hould  be  fo. 

I.  For  demonftration  of  this  truth,  that  Chrift  is  an  eameft  fuitor 
fcnr  union  and  communion  with  the  fouls  of  finners.  I  £hall  draw 
down  the  demonftration  of  this  truth,  from  a  view  and  confidera- 
tbn  of  the  difpoiitions,  carriages,  and  aAions  of  the  Lord  Jefus  to- 
wards poor  finners  from  firft  to  laft :  And  when  you  have  compa- 
red them  all  together,  and  by  them  feen  the  temper  of  his  heart. 
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how  great  and  clear  a  light  will  fhine  upon  this  point !  That  his 
heart  hath  ftlll  inclined  towards  union  and  communion  with  iinful 
man,  will  evidently  appear  by  confidering  him  in  a  fourfold  ftate 
and  time. 

i.  Before  his  incarnation. 

2.  In  the  days  of  his  flefh. 

3.  At  his  death.     And, 

4.  At,  and  iince  his  afcc^ndoil  into  neaven. 

Firfty  Confider  him  before  his  incarnation,  and  you  will  find  two 
things  in  that  date  which  plainly  fpeak  his  defire  after  union  with 
us. 

I.  Demonjl.  In  the  covenant  of  redemption  he  made  with  God 
concerning  us  before  this  world  had  a  being ;  for  fuch  covenants 
and  promifes  did  really  pa(s  betwixt  him  and  the  Father  befpre  all 
thne,  or  elfe  I  know  not  how  to  underftand  that  fcripturc,  Tit.  i. 
2.  "  In  hope  of  eternal  life,  which  God,  that  cannot  lie  prpmifed 
«  before  the  world  began."  To  whom  could  that  promifc  be  made 
but  unto  Chrift,  which  bears  date  before  the  creation  ?  What  elfe 
can  this  mean  but  the  covenant  of  redemption  made  betwixt  the 
Father  and  the  Son  ?  the  terms  whereof  are  fet  down  in  Ifa.  Kii. 
10,  II.  where  you  find  what  Chrift  was  to  do,  viz.  To  make  his  foul 
on  offering  for  Jm.  And  what  (hould  be  his  reward  for  pouring  out 
his  foul  unto  death,  viz.  To  fee  his  feed ^  to  fee  the  travail  ofhisfoul^ 
even  a  church  purchafed  with  his  own  blood?  Whether  this  be  not 
a  great  demonftration  of  the  propenfion  and  inclination  of  Chrift's 
*  hetf  t  and  defire  towards  union  and  communion  with  poor  finners,  let 
9II  men  judge.  O  what  a  vjilue  did  Chrift  fet  upon  our  fouls,  that  up- 
cm  fuch  coftly  terms  he  would  confent  to  redeem  them  !  Unto  this 
agreement  God  the  Father  held  him,  Rom.  viii.  32.  God  fpared 
not  his  own  Son.  Ai)d  this  very  covenant  Chrift  pleaded  with  the 
Father,  John  viii.  6.  «  I  have  manifcfted  thy  name  to  the  men 
"  which  thou  gaveft  me  out  of  the  world  ;  thine  they  were,  and 
<«  thou  gaveft  them  me."  This  plainly  (hews  the  vehement  defire 
of  Chrift's  heart  to  be  in  union  with  men  ;  according  to  that  Prov. 
viii.  31-  "  Rejoicing  in  the  habitable  parts  of  his  earth,  and  my 
<<  delights  were  with  the  fons  of  men."  Bleflied  Jefus !  nothing 
but  the  ftrength  of  thine  own  defire  and  love  could  ever  have  drawn 
thee  out  of  that  bofom  of  delights  to  fuffer  fo  many  things  for  the 
fake  of  poor  finners. 

2.  Demonji.  Secondly^  Let  us  confider  Chrift's  temper  and  difpo* 
fition  towards  union  and  communion  with  finners,  within  time  ; 
and  every  thing  done  by  Chrift  carries  and  conforms  this  conclu* 
fion. 

1.  His  afiumption  of  our  nature  plainly  fpeaks  it. 

2.  His  whole  life  upon  earth  evidently  difcovcrs  it. 
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3-  His  doftrine  is  a  clear  proof  of  it. 

4.  His  joy  at  the  converfion  of  fouls  proves  it. 

5.  His  forrows  for  men's  unbelief  evidence  it. 

6.  His  indefatigable  labours  plainly  Ihew  it.* 

7.  His  admirable  encouragements  to  coming  iinners. 

8.  His  dreadful  menaces  to  obftinate  (inners. 

9.  His  fending  and  encouraging  minifters  to  draw  and  gather 
the  world  to  himfelf. 

'  All  thefc  things,  which  were  tranfafted  in  the  life  of,  Chrift, 
plainly  demonftrate  how  greatly  and  earneftly  his  heart  did  prc^ 
pend  and  incline  towards  'this  defirable  union  with  the  fbns  of 
men. 

I.  Chrift's  aflumption  of  our  nature  manifefteth  his  defire  af- 
ter union  with  us.  Herein  he  gave  two  incomparable  proofs  of  his 
tranfccndent  love  to  us,  and  defire  after  us. 

(i.)  In  pafling  by  a  more  excellent  nature. 
(2.)  In  marrying  our  nature  to  himfelf. 

(i.)  He  paffed  by  a  fuperior  and  more  excellent  nature,  Hcb. 
ii.  1 6.  *•  Verily  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels."  An- 
gels were  excellent  creatures,  but  behold  veflels  of  gold  caft  into 
the  fire,  and  earthen  potflierds  fitted  for  glory !  It  is  true,  the 
angels  that  kept  their  integrity  are  members  of  Chrift's  kingdom  ; 
he  is  a  head  to  them  by  way  of  dominion,  but  unto  us  by  way  of 
vital  union.  Chrift  takes  the  believer  into  a  nearer  union  with 
himfelf  than  any  angel  in  heaven ;  but  for  the  multitudes  of  apof^ 
tate  angels,  he  never  defigned  their  recovery,  but  left  them,  as 
they  were  before,  bound  in  chains  of  darknefs  unto  the  judgment 
of  the  great  day,  Jude,  ver.  6.  This  preterition  of  Chrift  heigh- 
tens his  love  to  poor  man. 

(2.)  In  marrying  our  nature  to  himfelf,  and  that  after  fin  had 
blaited  its  beauty,  and  let  in  fo  many  direful  calamities  upon  it, 
Rom.  viii.  3.  "  He  was  found  in  the  likcnefs  of  finftil  flefh,"  i.  e. 
Flefli  iubjcft  to  wearincfs,  pains  and  death,  which  though  there 
be  no '  fin  in  them,  yet  are  the  effeftsf  and  confequeiKes  of  fin  : 
iiich  a  nature  he  aflumed  into  a  perfonal  union  with  himfelf,  not 
to  experience  any  new  pleafure  in  it,  but  to  capacitate  himfelf  to 
filfier  and  fatisfy  for  us ;  and  therein  to  give  a  convincing  proof  of 
the  ftrcngth  of  his  love,  and  vehemency  of  his  defire  to  us.  His  per- 
fonal union  with  our  nature  fliews  his  defire  after  a  myftical  union 
with  our  perfons.  He  would  never  have  been  the  Son  of  man, 
but  to  make  us  the  fons  and  daughters  of  the  living  God :  he  came 
in  our  likencfs,  that  we,  by  fanclification,  might  be  made  in  his 
likenefi.  Behold  how  near  Chrift  comes  to  us  by  his  incarnation! 
O  what  a  ftoop  did  he  make  therein  to  recover  us  1  Rather  than 
lo(e  txs,  he  was  contented  to lofe  his manifeflative  glory  for  a  time; 
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for  his  incarnation  made  him  of  no  reputationi  Phil.  ii.  7.   Behold 
the  defire  of  a  Saviour  after  union  with  finners  ! 

2,  The  whole  life  of  Chrirt  upon  earth  was  an  evident  proof 
and  demonftration  of  the  defire  of  his  he^rt  to  be  in  union  and 
communion  with  us;  John  xvii.  19.  *«  For  th^ir  fakes  I  fan^fy 
myfelf."  The  life  of  Chrift  was  wholly  fet  apart  for  us  5  there- 
fere  it  is  faidj  Ifa.  ix.  6.  <^  Unto  us  a  child  is  bom,  unto  us  a  fon 
««  is  given."  What  was  the  errand  and  bufinefs  upon  which 
Chrift  came  into  this  world,  but  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  which 
was  loft  ? 

All  the  miracles  he  wrought  on  earth  were  fo  many  works  of 
mercy  5  he  could  have  wrought  his  miracles  to  have  deftroyed  and 
ruined  fuch  as  received  hint  not ;  but  his  Almighty  Power  was 
employed  to  heal  and  fave  the  bodies  of  men,  that  thereby  he 
might  win  their  fouls  unto  him;  A6b  x.  38.  ".God  anointed  Je- 
«*  fus  of  Nazareth  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  with  power ;  who 
<«  went  about  doing  good,  and  healing  all  that  were  oppreflcd  of 
««  the  devil ;  for  God  was  with  him."  V^hen  the  apoftles  defired 
a  commiffion  from  him  to  fetch  fire  from  heaven  to  deftroy  the 
Samaritans,  he  rebuked  them>  frying,  ^^  Ye  know  not  what  man- 
<«  ncr  of  fpirit  ye  are  of;  for  the  Son  of  man  came  not  to  deftroy 
<«  men's  lives,  but  to  fave  them,"  Luke  ix.  54,  ^5,  56.  The  whole 
life  of  Chrift  in  this  world  was  nothing  elfe  but  a  wooing,  draw- 
ing motive  to  the  hearts  of  finners  ;  he  rejefted  not  the  vileft  of 
finners,  Luke  vii.  39.  He  reje<Eled  none  that  came  unto  hi^ ;  he 
would  riot  have  little  children  forbidden  to  be  brought  unto  himt 
Mark  x.  1 3.  What  his  winning  carriage  fhould  be,  was  long  before 
predifted  by  the  prophet,  Ifa.  xlii.  3.  "  A  bruifed  reed  (hall  he 
•<  not  break,  and  fmoaking  flax  (hall  he  not  quench."  Lentulus, 
the  proconful,  in  his  epiftle,  ad  S,  P.  ^  R,  having  graphically 
defer ibed  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  gives  this  account  of  his  carriage 
and  deportment ;  "  In  his  reproofs  he  was  terrible,  in  his  admo«- 
**  nitions  fair  and  amiable,  cheerful  without  levity ;  he  was  never 
*'  feen  to  laugh,  but  often  to  weep ;  his  words  grave,  few,  and 
«  modeft,"  &c. 

Chrift.was  in  the  world  as  a  load-ftone  drawing  all  men  to  him  ^ 
his  deportment  was  every  way  fuitable  to  his  commiflion,  whiclx 
was  "  to  preach  good  tidings  to  the  meek,  to  bind  up  the  broken- 
«*  hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captive,  and  the  opening  oF 
**  the  prifon  to  tliem  that  are  bound,"  Ifa.  li.  i. 

3.  As  his  life,  fo  his  doBrine  was  a  wooing  and  inviting  doBrine  • 
a  moft  pathetical  invitation  unto  finners :  Never  man /pake  as  hefpake^ 
whenever  he  opened  his  lips>  heaven  opened,  the  very  heart  of  God 
was  opened  in  it  to  finners ;  the  whole  ftream  and  current  of  his 
doftrine  was  one  continued  powerful  perfuafive  to  draw  finners  to 
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liidi.  Thii  was  hu  ladgdaige,  «  Come  Unto  me  all  ye  that  labofur, 
<<  aod  are  keayy  uden,  attid  I  will  give  you  reft,  Mat.  xi.  28.  «  In 
*<  the  laft  day,  the  great  day  of  the  feaft,  Jefils  ftood  up  and  cried, 
*'  If  any  man  thirft,  let  hiui  come  to  tne  and  flrink,^  John  tii^  37i 
Ifimfelf  refembles  it  to  the  clucking  of  a  hen»  to  gather  her 
chickens  under  filer  wmgs,  Luke  ziii.  34.  <<  O  Jernfalem,  Jena* 
^  bkaiy  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together^ 
<'  as  a  hen  doth  gather  her  brood  ilndei^  htr  wmgs  V  Certainly 
the  whole  ftfeam  of  the  gofpel  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  charming 
^oice  of  the  heavenly  brid^groonii. 

4.  The  joy  he  ahilralys  expreit  for  the  TucceTs  of  the  gofpel, 
fpeaks  him  to  be  an  eameft  Alitor  for  the  hearts  of  finners.  It  is 
very  remarkaMe,  that  all  the  ivangelifts  who  have  recorded  the 
life  of  Chrift,  never  mentioned  one  laugh  or  fmile  that  ever  came 
irotri  him^  for  be  %vas  a  man  of  ffrronvs.  Tet  once  yoii  read,  thai 
^  rejaced  in  fpirit ;  and  you  (hall  fee  the  occafion  of  it,  in  Luket 
z«  21.  bi  tM  hour  Jefus  rejmcod  in  fpirit.  And  what  was  it  that 
gladdened  l^s  hearty  but  the  report  brought  him  by  the  (eventy^ 
^^  returned  with  joy,  faying^  Lord^  even  tie  diMs  arefubjeB  to  us 
ibnugb  thy  name.  And  hie  faid  unto  them,  /  bebeid  Satan  as  iigbt-i 
mg  fall  from  be^nkn^  ver«  17,  18.  Satan's  kingdom  was  going 
down  in  the  world,  and  the  myfteries  of  falvation  revealed  unto 
babes }  this  made  his  holy  heart  leap,  with  joy  within  him,  to  be- 
hold the  fuccels  of  the  gofpel  deftroying  Satan's  kingdom  9  and 
the  poorefty  mean<^  among  men  enlightened  and  converted  by  it. 
Thb  was  a  cordial  to  his  very  foul,  and  {pake  the  eameffaiefs  of  hb 
<iefire  after  union  and  oonnmmion  with  finners. 

5.  His  forrow^  and  mourning  upon  the  accodnt  of  the  obftinacy 
and  unbcKef  of  finners,  fp^ks  the  vehemency  of  his  defire  after 
Qoioa  with  them  $  it  is  faid,  Mark  iii.  5.  «  When  he  had  looked 
«  round  about  on  them  with  anger,  being  grieved  for  the  hard- 
"  licfi  of  their-  hearts,*'  &c.  You  fee  from  hence,  that  a  hard 
bean  is  a  grief  to  Jefus  Chrift.  O  how  tenderly  did  Chrift  refent 
'%  when  Jernfalem  rejected  him  '  It  is  faid,  Luke  xix.  41.  «  That 
**  when  Jefus  came  nigh  to  the  city,  he  wept  over  it."  The  Re- 
^ieemer^s  tears  wept  over  obftinate  Jeridaletn,  fpake  the  zeal  a'nd 
fervency  of  his  affeftion  to  their  falvation ;  how  loth  Chrift  is  to 
give  up  finners.  What  a  mournful  voice  is  that  in  John  v.  40. 
*'  And  you  will  not  come  unto  me,  that  you  might  have  life.'* 
How  £iiii  would  I  give  you  li£e  ?  but  you  would  rather  die  than 
come  unto  me  for  it.  What  can  Chrift  do  more  to  exprefs  his 
wiHiogncis  i  All  th^  fbrrows  that  ever  touched  the  heart  of  Chrift 
'nm  men,  were  upon  this  account,  that  they  would  not  yield  to 
biicalb  and  invitations. 

Vol.  IV.  Q^ 
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6.  This  appears  to  be  the  great  defign  of  Clirift,  by  the  tinwea- 
ried  labours  he  underwent  day  and  night  to  acL'.mplifii  it :    M^ny 
weary  journeys  Chriil  too.k:,  tnany  fermons  and  prayers  he  preach- 
ed and  poured  out^  and  all  upon  this  defign»  to  open  the  hearts  of 
finners  to  him,  and  win  the  confent  of  their  wills,  to  become  liisj 
this  Was  the  work  which  he  preferred  to  his  necefl'ary  food ;  John 
iv.  34.  «  My  meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me,  and  to 
<«  fini(h  his  work :"  q.  d.  My  bringing  home  the  eleft  of  God, 
and  favingthem  from  wrath  to  come>  is  more  ti)  me  than  meat  and. 
drink.     So  vehement  and  intenfe  were  his  deilres  after. the  wiH'^ 
ning  of  tinners,  that  he  would  lofe  no  occasion  to  ^ccompliih  it. 
If  he  were  never  fo  weary  with  bis  travels  aadr  labours,  yet  if  any 
occafion  offered  to  fave  a  loft  ibul,  he  would  be  fure  to  improve  it. 
You  have  an  inilance  of  ihis  in  John  iv.  6.  <<  Then  cometh  he  to 
^  a  city  of  Samaria,  caltea  Sychar^  Sec.  now  Jacob's  well  was  there. 
«<  Jefus  therefore  being  Weary  with  his  joumeyj  fat  thus  on  the 
<<  well,"  &c.     Chrift  was  weary  with  his  journey,  and  fat  on  the 
well  fot  a  little  k'eft  and  refreihment,  in  the  heat  of  the  day.     At 
the  fame  time  comes  a  woman  of  Samaria  to  draw  water  ^  a  great 
ianner  ihe  was :  Chrid  compafiionately  beholding  this  miferable 
objeAy  forgets  his  own  wearinefsi  prefentiy  falls  a  preacliing  re- 
pentance to  this  {inner,  and  opens  her  heart ;  a  greater  refresh* 
ment  to  him  than  that  weU  could  afford  himy  by  giving  him  a  feat 
to  fit  on,  or  water-to  drink. 

7.  The  great  and  admirable  encouragements  Chrifl  always  gave 
to  coming  and  willing  fouls,  plainly  fpeak  the  earneft  defire  of  bis  • 
heart  after  union  with  them ;  never  were  the  like  encoungements 
given  that  Chriil  gave  to  draw  the  fouls  of  men  to  him.  It  Is  re- 
markable in  what  general  terms  and  forms  of  expreflion  he  deli- 
vered them,  that  none  might  be  difcouraged,  but  conie  on  in  hope 
towards  him  :  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour^  Matth.  xi.  a8.  If  any 
man  thirjl^  John  viii.  7.  All  along,  the  terms  of  invitation  are  ex- 
ceeding large,  which  fpeak  the  defire  of  his  heart  to  be  fo  alio  ; 
and  his  pradiice  was  anCwerable  to  his  invitation  \  his  mercies  and 
companions  never  failed  when  the  vileft  of  finners  came  to  him  in 
the  way  of  repentance  and  faith.  You  read  in  Luke  vii.  41,  40. 
that  when  Chrii^  fat  at  meat  in  the  boufe  of  Simtm  the  Pharifee, 
there  came  in  a  poor  convinced  finnery  who  had  guilt  enough  up- 
on her  to  fink  ten  thoufand  fouls  to  the  bottom  of  hell  \  this  poor 
wretch  comes  with  a  great  deal  of  humility  nnto  Chriff,  not  prefu- 
ming  to  come  before  his  face,  but  fails  down  behind  him^kifietK 
his  feet,  waflies  them  with  tears,  and  .wipes  them  with  the  hair  of 
her  head ;  all  demon flrations  of  a  broken  heart.  And  how  did  the 
merciful  Jefus  welcome  this  poor  finner?  He  feals  lier  pardon^ 
cuiomends  the  fervour  of  her  affeftions,  and  fends  her  away  a  joy- 
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« 
fal  fbrf  ;  herein  making  good  that  gracious  promTTc,  He  thaicometh 
nnta  me  Itvili  in  no  wife  caji  6ut, 

8.  The  dreadful  throatnings  of  Chwft  agaiiifl  all  that  refufc  him, 
and  (hut  the  doors  of  their  hearts  againft  him,  fpeak  his  vehement 
dcfire  to  prevent  the  loft  and  ruin  of  fouls.  The  threats  of 
Chrift  are  not  intended  to  difcourage  any  from  coming  to  him,  to 
fright  away  fouls  from  him  5  no,  that's  not  their  intention  : 
but  to  bring  them  under  a  bleffed  neceffity  of  compliance  with  his 
terms.  O  the  dreadful  threatenings,  which,  like  claps  of  thunder^ 
brake  from  the  mouth  of  Chrift  againft  all  that  fhould  refufe  or  de- 
by  to  come  unto  him  \  *'  If  you  believe  not,  you  (hall  die  in  yotn* 
**  fins :  he  that  believcth  not  (hall  not  fee  life,"  John  iLi»  36.  What 
a  terrible  thonder-clap  is  that  againft  all  unbelievers  I  So  MarkxvL 
16.  He  that  helieveth  notjhatt  be  damned.'  All  thefe,  and  many  more 
are  vrarning-pieces  (hot  off  from  heaven  to  prevent  the  ruin  and 
damnation  of  men  j  the  very  threateniags  of  the  gofpel  carrj'  a 
defign  of  mercy  in  them ;  damnation  is  threatened,  that  it  may  be 
prevented. 

^  And  then  in  the  laft  place  herein  appears  the  eameftneis'ef 
Chrift  after  union  with  (inners,  that  when  he  could  be  no  longer  a 
preacher  to  this  world  in  his  own  perfon,  he  ordained  a  (ucceuion 
of  minifters,  in  his  bodily  abfence  from  us,  to  gather  and  build  the 
church,  and  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  to  carry  on  tlte 
fait  that  Chrift  had  begun,  as  long  as  there  was  one  eleft  foul  in  the 
wdHd  \j^g  in  the  ftate  of  fin  and  nature. 

Reader,  Chrift  could  not  always  abide,  here  *,  he  muft  die,  or  we  - 
could  not  live  ;  he  muft  rife  again,  or  we  could  not  be  juftified  ) 
our  bufineis  called  him  to  another  place  and  ftate :  Now  wh^n . 
Chrift  wais  to  afcend  to  heaven,  what  doth  he  do  ?  Why,  he  chu* 
feth  and  callcth  men,  men  made  of  the  fame  clay  with  ourielves, 
whole  prefence  and  appearance  (hould  not  affright  or  difcourage  us  1 
who  fhould  treat  with  us  in  a  familiar  way  about  the  great  cotl^ 
ccms  of  our  falvation  in  his  name  and  ftead  :  a  Cor.  v.  20,  "  We 
•<  then  are  ambaffadors  for  Chrift ;  as  though  God  did  befeech 
•<  you,  we  pray  you  in  Chrift**  ftead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God." 
He  did  not  commiffionate  angels  to  be  his  Legates^  their  preicnce 
woulJ  confound  and  terrify  us  \  but  men  caft  into  the  fame  mould 
with  yourfclves,  who  may  fay  to  you  as  Elihu  faid  to  Job,  Job  xxxiii. 
6,  7.  *•  Behold,  I  am  according  to  thy  wi(h  in  God's  ftead  ;  I  »al(b 
••  am  formed  out  of  the  clay.  Behold,  my  terror  ftiall  not  make 
««  thee  afraid,  neither  (ball  my  hand  be  heavy  upon  thee."  Upon 
theft  commiffion-officers  of  Chrift  he  poured  forth  excellent  gifts, 
in  ET^at  diver(ity  and  ufefiil  variety,  to  fit  the  capacities  and  various 
difpofitions  of  men's  fouls :  When  he  afrendtd  up  on  hr^h^  he  gave 
gifts  unto  men  ;  this  minifterlal  ojfice  is  by  him  eftablifhed  in  the  ' 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


chiuccb,  «« till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faitbi  and  of  the 
^(  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  to  a  perfe^  man,  untq  the  mear 
f<  fure  of  the  ftature  of  the«fulnefi  of  Chrifti"  Ephef.  iv.  ii,  12, 
13.  Unto  thefe  his  minifters  he  gives  the  higheft  encouragements 
to  quid^en  them  to  their  labours :  If  on^  do  but  one  par^  of  the 
work,  9nd  another  the  other ;  one  foweth,  another  reapeth  \ 
he  tejk  theo^  both,,  M  He  that  reapeth  r/eceivetb  wages,  and  gv 
«<  thereth  fruit  unto  life  eternal :  that  both  he  that  foweth  and 
<<  he  that  reapeth  n^ay  I'ejoice  tpgether,**  John.  iv.  26.  He  tells 
them  that  every  foul  they  win  to  him  (hall  be  as  a  jewel  in  their 
crown  of  g)ory  \  Dan.  xii.  3.  «  And  they  that  he  wiH:  ihall  ihine 
<<  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament  j  and  they  that  turq  many  to 
<<  righ^eoufnefs,  a3  the  ilars  for  ever  and  eyer.^  What  is  Chrift'^ 
intentipn  in  al}  thefe  encouragements  to  his  minifters  i  Surely  it  is 
as  if  he  fhould  fay  to  his  fervants,  ftudy  hard,  pray  eameftly,  plead 
with  finners  afie£tionate(y  \  every  foul  you  win  to  me  {ba^  make  an 
addition  to  yopr  glory  in  heaven.  , 

Weigh  now  the  force  of  this  fecond  demonftration  from  the 
life  of  Chrift  \  will  you  have  a  proof  of  Ghfift's  earneft  fuit  to  gain 
^he  hearts  of  finners  ?  hi#  whole  life  upon  earth  was  a  great  proof  of 
it }  his  dod^ine,  fp  full  of  pathetical  invitations,  proves  it  \  the  joy 
of  his  hean  at  the  fuccefs  pi  the  gofpel  \  his  tear9  and  forrows  for 
the  obftinacy  of  upbelicverf }  his  labour$  and  travels  to  gather  lin- 
ners  \o  him  \  his  admirable  en^our^gemen^s  put  into  general  invi- 
tations ;  his  dreadful  threatenings  to  4U  that  rejeQ  his  motions  \ 
his  commi^onating  and  qualifying,  continuing  and  eni:puraging  his 
fninifters  to  carry  on  his  fuit  in  his  name ;  all  thefe  things  make  up 
a  full  demonftration  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  an  eameft  fuitor  for  union 
I  and  communion  with  tixe  fpul^  of  finners  \  \yhich  wa$  the  thing  to 
he  proved. 

3.  Denmfl.  Thirdly,  th^  death  of  Chrift  i^  the  fulleft  demon* 
ftration  that  ever  was  or  t:an  be  gjvep  of  his  love  to  finners,  and  de? 
fire  afcef  unipn  and  communion  with  them,  ^is  do^ine  and  life 
difcovered  much,  hut  his  death  and  fuftering?  abundantly  more  \ 
in  his  do£hrine  he  fpeift  his  breathy  but  upon  x\\t  crofs  he  fpent  hi^ 
blood.  )Iere  he  comes  a  fuing  to  the  foub  of  finners  in  bis  foarlet 
robes,  his  r^d  garments  ^  garments  dipt  in  his  own  blood.  You 
may  now  propound  the  fame  adiniring  queftion  the  church  pror 
pounded,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  1,2.  "  Who  is  this  thi(  cometh  from  £dom, 
«  with  dyed  garments  from  3ozrah  i  This  that  is  glorious  in  his 
f*  apparel,  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrength  ?  Wherefore 
«  art  thou  red  in  thine  apparpl,  and  thy  garments  like  him  that 
•«  treadeth  in  the  wine- fat?'-  Wilt  thou  laiow,  finner,  why  he 
paaic%  to  thee  in  red  garments  ?  It  is  to  give  thee  fuch  a  demons 
(h-atipnof  hisloye  as  may  draw  forth  all  the  love  of  thy  heart  tq 
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Um;  b^tfais  blood  he  hath  bought  9nd  porehifed  thy  (bnl  for  a 
rpouie  for  himfelf,  A&s  %%.  28.  Nov  there  are  turo  things  in  the 
dcatb  of  Chrift  evidential  of  the  l^nrcncj  of  his  defires  after 
us. 

1.  The  greatne^  of  the  fuff^rings  which  he  endured. 

2.  The  u(e  and  end  to  which  they  ^ere  defigned. 

Both  thefe  ihew  how  the  heart  of  Chrift  is  heated  with  the  ve* 
bemencyof  his  own  defires  after  union  with  our  poor  fouls. 

r.  The  greatnefs  of  the  fuflFerings  of  Chrift  difcover  the  ardency 
of  his  aflFa£tion.     Chrift's  fufferings  are  two-fold. 
( I.)  External,  in  his  body, 
(2.)  Internal,  in  his  foul* 

Both  together  making  up  the  fubefs  of  his  fuSerings ;  when 
you  fhail  hear  what  Chrift  hath  endured  in  both  kinds,  to  pur- 
chafe  you  to  himfelf,  then  you  may  guefs  what  a  value  he  put  up* 
onyoiif  what  defire  he  hath  after  you.  Now  (1.)  as  to  the  exter- 
nal fuSerings  of  Chrift  in  his  body,  they  were  exceeding  great,  for 
the  death  be  died  was  not  a  natural  but  violent  death  \  indeed  be 
could  not  die  a  natural  death,  for  there  was  no  fin  in  his  nature  to 
open  a  door  to  dea^h  that  way  :  his  body' was  intended  for  a  facri- 
fice  to  God,  and  as  a  facrifice  it  died  j  therefore  it  is  faid,  i  Pet. 
iil.  iZ.He  nuas  put  to  death  in  thefiejh ;  his  foul  and  body  were  tio- 
Icndy  rent  afunder  in  tbe  fiilnefs  and  perfe^on  of  his  flrengtk 
and  vigour.  And  this  violent  death  was  alfo  a  curfed  death  ;  he 
was  n^ade  a  curfe  for  us,  For  it  is  wrkten^  curfed  is  every  one  that 
hangeth  on  ^  iree^  Gal-  iii.  1 3.  A  ceremonial  curfe  was  affixed  to  the 
death  of  the  crofs  ;  He  thcU  is  hanged  is  accurfed  of  God^  faith  the 
liv :  the  ii|tei)tion  of  that  death  was  to  (hew  the  peribn  that  died 
to  be  fo  vilCf  than  he  was  npt  worthy  to  touch  heaven  or  earth,  and 
therefore  wa^  hanged  betwixt  both.  Moreover,  this  violent  death 
Chrift  died  was  a  n>oft  painful  death ;  full  of  torture,  and  very 
ilov  and  lingering  :  the  crofs  was  a  rack  to  the  body  of  Chrift  \  I 
tfiay  teJJ  aii  my  hones,  faith  he,  they  look  and Jlare  upon  me,  Pfalm  xxi. 
17.  But  yet  (a.)  the  fufferings  of  his  body  were  but  the  body  of 
his  fufimiigs  ;  it  wcjre  the  lulfcrings  of  his  foul  that  were  the  very 
'iJul  of  his  fufferings.  Thefe  inward  fufferings  of  Chrift  may  like- 
viiebe  conQdered  two  ways,  (i.)  In  his  bitter  propaflions  in  the 

Sarden;  O  what  agonies  and  confli£ls,>what  (harp  encounters  and 
iibefib  did  his  foul  there  meet  with  fron>  the  wrath  of  God 
there  endured  for  your  fakes !  once  and  again  he  cried  out, 
Abba  Father,  all  things  are  poffible,  let  this  cup  pafs ;  Fa- 
ther, if  it  be  poifible,  let  this  cup  pafs  *,  thrice  he  returned  to  the 
fame  place,  rolling  himfelf  on  the  ground.  The  fufferings  of  his 
foalcaft  his  blefled  body  into  a  bloody  agony;  <<  His  fweat  was  as  it 
^  were  {;reat  drops  of  blood  falling  to  the  ground," Luke  xx*  43}  44*' 
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(2.)  In  the  fulnefs  of  his  paffions  on  the  crofs,  there  was  his  bleflcd 
foul  for  a'time  defcrted  of  the  Father,  as  to  any  fcnfible  communi- 
cations of  joy  and  comfort  from  him  ;  which  occafioned  that  bitter 
outcry,  Matth.  xxvii.  46.  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou 
«<  forfaken  men  ?**  Never  was  there  fuch  a  cry  heard  fincc  the 
heavens  were  fpread  over  the  earth  5  never  had  Chrift  fe?n  one 
frown  in  his  Father's  face  from  eternity,  before  this  time  :  but  now, 
the  foiiling  face  of  God  was  hid,  and  a  ftrong  imprefRon  of  his 
wrath  made  upon  him.  And  now,  brethren,  you  fee  what  Chrift 
hath  endured  both  in  his  body  and  in  his  foul;  and  all  for  the  fake 
of  finners.  What  think  you  now,  is  not  Chrift  an  earneft  fultor  ? 
Doth  not  all  this  fully  and  plainly  fpeak  the  ardour  of  his  love,  the 
fervency  of  his  defire  after  union  and  communion  with  us  ?  If  this 
do  not,  then  nothing  can  demonftrate  love  and  defire.  That  is  the 
firft  thing,  the  greatnefs  of  the  fufierings  which  he  endured. 

2.  Let  us  pext  confider  the  ufe  and  intention  of  thefe  fuffcrings 
of  Chrift,  and  how  this  alio  demonftrates  the  eameftnefs  of  his  de- 
firt  after  conjugal  union  with  us.  Now  there  was  a  double  ufe  and 
end  of  the  fufferings  of  Chrift 

(i.)  To  make  us  free,  that  we  might  be  capable  of  efpoufals. 
(2.)  Tp  win  our  aft^<Wons  by  the  argument  of  his  fijflcrings. 

('i.)'Une  end  of  Chrift's  death  was,  tb  purchafe  our  freedom, 
that  we  might  be  capable  of  being  efpoufed  to  him ;  for  you  nanft 
kuQW  that  we  were  not  in  a  capacity  whilft  linder  the  curfe  of  the 
law,  to  be  rtiarried  unto  Chrift:  the  apoftle,  Rom.  vii.  2, "3,  4. 
compares  the  law  to  a  huftiand,  to  whom  tht  wife  is  bound  as  long 
as  he  liveth,  and  not  capable  of  a  fecond  marriage  until  her  hul- 
band  be  de^d.  The  death  of  Chrift  was  the  death  of  the  law,  as  a 
covenant  of  works  holding  us  under  the  bond  of  the  curfe  of  it ;  and 
lo  it  gave  us  a  fnanitm\ffio}i  or  freedom  from  that  bond,  and  .a  capacity 
of  efpoufals  to  Chrift,  as  ver.  4.  "  Wherefore,  my  brethren,  yc 
«*  alfo  are  become  dead  to  the  law  by  the  body  of  Chrift,  that  yc 
«  ftiould  be  married  to  another,  even  to  him  who  is  raifcd  from 
*«  the  dead/'  A  flave  to  another  is  not  capable  of  being  difpofcd 
in  marriage,  until  made  free ;  you  were  in  bondage  to  the  law  j 
the  flaves  of  fin  and  Satan ;  Chrift  bought  out  your  liberty  (for  his 
blood  Is  called  a  ran  loin.  Mat.  xx.  28.)  and  fo  put  you  into  a  capa* 
cjty  of  being  efpoufed  unto  himfelf :  here  you  fee  Chrift  loved  yoxi 
not  for  any  advantage  he  could  have  by  you,  for  you  had  nothing 
to  bring  him  \  nay,  he  muft  purchafe  you,  and  that  with  his  owu 
blood,  before  he  can  be  united  to  you.  O  incomparable  love  ! 
O  fervent  defires ! 

(2.)  Another  defign  and  end  of  the  death  of  Chrift  was  to  xvin 
vnd  gain  our  hearts  and  a fft'ftioris  to  himfdf,  by  the  arguments  of 
his  death;  this  himfelf  hath  declared  to  be  the  very  end  and  in-. 
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tention  of  it,  John  xii.  32.  <<  And  I,  if  I  be  lifted  up  from  the 
<<  earth,  will  draw  all  men  unto  tne  :  this  he  laid,  fignifylng  wliat 
«<  death  he  fhould  die."  Chrift  endured  all  that^you  have  heard* 
and  infinitely  more  than  the  tongue  or  pen  of  man  can  expreis } 
and  all  to  draw  thy  ibul,  and  win  thy  confent  to  come  unto  him: 
ihc  Lord  Jefus,  by  his  fufferings,  cafts  a  threefold  cord  over  the 
fouls  of  finners,  to  draw  them  to  hiniielf* 

1.  The  death  pf  Chrin:,obtains  complete  righteoufnefs  for  guiltf 
finners }  and  if  any  thing  in  the  world  will  draw  the  heart  of  a 
finner,  this  will.  The  anxious  fearch  and  enquiry  of  a  convinced 
finner  is  after  a  perfect  righteoufnefs  to  juftify  him  before  God«  O, 
that  is  it  the  finner  wants !  confdence  faith,  thou  haft  broken  all 
the  laws  of  God,  and  art  therefore  a  law-condemned  wretch ;  the 
fentence  of  the  law  cafls  thee  for  hell.  Now  what  would  a  poor 
finner  give  for  a  releafe  firom  this  fentence  of  th^  law  ?  Oh,  ten 
thouiand  worlds  for  a  pardon?  Why  here  it  is,  faith  Chrifki 
come  unto  me,  and  thou  fhalt  receive  a  free,  full,  and  final  par- 
don ;.  my  blood  cleanfeth  from  all  fin,  my  righteoufnefs  anfwexs 
all  the  demands  of  the  law.  I  have  taken  away  the  hand*writing 
that  was  againft  thee,  and  nailed  it  to  my  crofs,  Gal.  ii«  14.  Come 
unto  me,  and  take  up  thy  lxH;Lds,  thy  cancelled  bonds  ;  come  uft* 
to  me,  and  that  dreadfi^l  ^tribute  oi  Divine  Juftice  fball  never 
fcarc  or  fright  thy  confcience  any  more  ;  nay,  thou  (halt  build  thy 
hope  upon  it.  You  read,  Rom.  ill  25.  "  That  God  hath  fet  forth 
<<  Chrift  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  bbod,  to  declare 
*<  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remiflion  of  fins  that  are  paft,  through 
«  the  forbearance,  of  God :  to  declare,  I  fay,  at  this  time  his  righ- 
*^  teoufneis  ^  that  he  might  be  juft,  and  the  judifier  of  him  that  be- 
«<  lievech  in  Jefus.**  Here  you  fee  the  juftification  and  pardon  of 
a  finner  built  upon  that  very  attribute  which  was  fo  frightful  and 
dreadful  to  him  before.  Well  then,  poor  finner,  is  there  guilt  up- 
on thy  confcience  ?  And  doth  thy  foul  (hake  and  quiver  to  think 
how  it  fhall  Hand  before  the  ju(l  and  terrible  God  in  the  great 
day  ?  Hearken  to  the  voice  of  Chrid  crucified,  who  calls  thee  to 
him  to  receive  thy  difcharge  \  which  if  thou  reiufe,  the  law  fill! 
ftands  in  its  full  force  and  virtue  againll  thy  foul.  This  is  one  cord 
Chrifl:  cafls  from  the  crofs  over  the  fouls  of  guilty  finnersj  to  ilraw 
theoi  to  him. 

2.  The  death  of  Chrift  purchafes  and  procures  pcrfeft  cleaning 
from  the  filth  and  pollution  of  fin  to  wafii  the  defiled  fouls  of  fin- 
ners from  all  their  uncleannefs.  For,  "  this  is  he  that  came  by 
«  water  and  by  blood  j  not  by  blood  only,  but  by  water  alfo,"  i 
John  V.  6.  He  comes  by  way  of  fanclifi cation,  as  well  as  by  way 
of  juttincation.  Lord,  Jkith  a  convinced  firmer,  what  an  unclean 
uaturc,  heart,  and  life  have  li     Oh !  I  am  nothing  but  a  heap  of 
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nncleannefsfy  afi  abhorrence  to  Ood  and  my  Telf  ?  Iio^  fhaflfucti 
a  heart  as  mine,  fuch  an  Augean  ftabk  be  clcanfed  i  Come  untii 
me,  faitK  Ghrift  j  I  came  by  water  as  ^elJ  as  blood  ;  in  me  thoii 
fhalt  find  a  fountain  for  fan^tification  as  well  as  jufti fixation:  come 
unto  me,  my  Spirit  (hall  undertake  the  cleanflng  of  thy  hean  ;  he 
Ihall  take  away  the  pollutions  of  fin  [jerfeflly,  (o  that  it  (hall  be 
prefented  to  God  without  fpot. 

3.  And,  laftly,  the  tranfcerident  love  of  Chrift  ihlnes'out  bits 
full  ftrength  upon  the  fouls  of  finner^  from  the  crofs  *,  and  there  is 
nothing  like  lOve  to  draw  lote.  When  Chrift  was  lifted  up  upon 
the  crofs,  he  gave  fuch  a  glorious  denion(lration  of  the  ftreugth  of 
his  love  to  finners,  ad  one  would  thiftk  (honid  draw  love  fix)m  the 
hardeft  heart  that  ever  lodged  in  a  finncr's  breaft.  <*  Herein  is 
«<  love,,  (faith  the  apoftle)  ftot  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he 
«•  loved  us,  and  fent  his  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  fof  our  fins,"  i 

gtin  iv.  10.  q*  d.  Here  is  the  tritxmph,  the  riches  and  glory  of 
vine  Love;  never  was  fuch  love  manifefied  in  the  world.  There 
is  much  of  God's  love  in  temporal  providences,  hot  all  is  nothing 
to  this;  this  is  love  in  its  higheft  elevation;  love  in  its  meridian 
glory ;  before  it  was  none  like  if,  and  after  it  Ihall  no^e  appear 
Hke  unto  it«  And  thus  you  fee  Chrift,  ^om  the  crofs,  caftitig  forth 
a  threefold  cord  (which  is  not  eafily  broken)  to  draw  the  hearts  of 
finners  to  htm. 

4.  Dimofift.  Fourthly,  to  concltide;  what  iftighty  dentohftration 
of  the  defire  of  his  heart  towards  us,  did  our  Redeemer  give  af 
and  finee  his  afcenfion  into  heaven  i  As  the  whole  life  of  Chrift 
upon  earth  was  a  perfuafive  argtiment  to  draw  finners  to  him,  ftf 
his  afcenfion  to  heaven  hath  many  things  in  it  which  are  mighty 
attradlives  to  the  hearts  of  men.     I  will  only  mention  tv^o  % 

1.  The  gifts  he  beftowed  at  his  afcenfion. 

2.  The  ends  and  defigns  of  his  afcenfion. 

1.  The  gifts  he  beftowed  on  men  at  his  afcenfion,  for  this  very 
end  and  purpofe ;  whereof  the  Pfalmift  gives  this  account,  Pfal. 
Ixviii.  1 8.  «<  Thou  haft  afcended  on  high  ;  thou  haft  received  gifts 
«  for  men,  yea,  for  the  rebellious  alfo,  that  the  Lord  6od  might 
«  dwell  among  them.*'  He  alludes  to  the  Roman  conquerws^  who 
in  the  day  of  their  triumph  did  fpargere  mj//tiiaj  fcattcr  their 
largefies  among  the  people.  Thus  Chrift  at  his  afcenfion  ihed  forth 
the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  in  various  kinds,  qualifying  men  for  the  work 
of  the  miniftry;  to  enable  them  to  plead  with  your  fouls,  and  car- 
ry on  his  fuit  when  he  fhould  be  in  heaven.  Thefe  gifts  were  ex- 
ti-aordinary  in  the  firft  age;  as  the  gifts  of  tongues  and  miracles, 
&c.  and  ordinary,  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world,  Eph-  iv.  8, 
9.  To  fome  he  gives  depth  of  learning  :;nd  judgment,  to  others 
a  migl^ty  Pathas^  a  melting  influence  upon  the  aftc^ons ;  but  aU 
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^dgned  to  win  oiver  your  hearts  to  Chrift.  This  {hews  what  can^ 
he  took^  and  what  provifion  he  anfwerably  made  for  the  focceis  of 
V&  great  defign  to  draw  the  hearts  of  (mneri  to  him. 

2.  The  ends  of  his  afcenfion,  as  they  are  declared  in  ibipture/ 
pbunly  {peak  the  vehemency  of  Chirift's  deiire  to  draw  ibuk  to* 
to  him.    Now  the  declared  ends  of  his  afceniion  were,  (i.)  To 
ipake  way  for  the  Spirit's  coming  to  convince^  convert,  and  com«^ 
ibrt  the  fouls  of  all  that  come  unto  himj  John  xvi.  7.  «  Neverthe- 
<<  kfs  I  tell  yon  the  truth,  it.  is  expedient  f6r  you  that  I  go  away  % 
*<  £3r  if  i  go  not  away,  the  Comforte]^  will  not  come  to  yon  \  but 
<<  if  I  depifirt,  I  will  fend  him  unto  you  z  And  when  he  is  come, 
s*  he  will  reprove  the  world  of  fin,  and  of  righteoufnefi,  and  of 
'^  judgment.''  Withoiit  the  conviction  of  thefe  things  no  man  can 
come  to  Ghrift ;  and  no  fuch  convictions  can  be  wrought  upon  the 
confdence  of  any  man,  without  the  Spirit;  and  the  Spirit  coul4 
not  come  to  effcCl  thefe  things  upon  men's  hearty  if  Chrift  had 
not  dcended  s  John  vii.  39.     <<  But  this  fpake  he  of  the  Sfurit^ 
^  which  they  that  believe  on  him  ibould  receive  j  for  the  Holy 
"  Ghoft  was  not  yet  given,  becaufe  that  Jefus  was  not  yet  glori- 
»  fied."  Hios  Chrift  provided  for  the  carrying  on  his  great  defign 
npon  yoiTr  hearts^  when  he  waf  entering  into  tm  own  glory  3  the 
thoughts  of  that  glory  made  him.  hot  to  forget  his  great  defign  up-' 
on  rath*    ^a.)  Another  end  of  Chrift's  aicenfion  was,  to  make 
interceffioh  with  the  Father  for  all  and  every  ibul  that  iboold  come 
onto  him ;  that  their  future  fins  might  make  no  breach  of  the 
bond  of  the  covenant  hetwixt  God  and  them :  a  privilege  able  to 
draw  the  harts  of  all  finner^  to  him)  i  John  ir.  i,  2.  «  My  tittle 
«  children,  thefe  things  1  write  unto  you,  that  ye  fin  not/'  Mark 
it|  thcf  iatercefflon  of  Chrift  mjift  encourage  and  embolden  no  man 
to  fin  y  that  would  be  a  vile  abufe  of  the  grac^  of  God :  <<  But  if 
"  any  man  fin^  we  have  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jefus  Chrift 
^  Hyc  righteous  9  and  he  is  the  propitiation  for  cnur  fins  ;'*  i.  e.  If 
fin  furprize  and  deceive  any  gradous  fot^l,  the  bent  of  whofe  heart 
is  againft  it,  let  him  not  be  difcouraged  \  he  hath  a  potent  advo* 
cate  afirended  into  the  heavens,  to  continue  the  peace  betwixt  God . 
and  that  ibuU     O  what  an  encouragement  is  here  to  gain  the  con- 
tent of  a  finner's  beast  to  embrace  Jefus  Chrift !     (3.)  Another 
declared  end  of  Chrift^s  afcenfion  was,  to  lead  captivity  captive,  as 
in  the  forccited  place,  Pfal.  Ixviil  17.  that  is,  to  captivate  and  tri- 
umph over  Saltan  as  a  conquered  enemy,  who  led  us  captive  in  the 
day  of  our  vanity :  he  conquered  Satan  upon  the  crofs,  CoL  ii.  15. 
and  he  triumphed  over  him  at  his  afcenfion :  and  without  fuch  a 
conqueft  and  triumph  no  foul  could  come  to  Chrift*     (4.)  In  a 
vord,  Chrift  aicended  into  heaven  to  prepare  manfions  of  reft  and ' 
Vol.  IV.  R 
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giory  for  every  foal  that  (hould  embrace  hint  in  the  way  of  repcnt- 
ancc  and  faith  in  this  world  5  John  xiv.  2.  "  In  my  Father's  houfc 
««  are  many  manfions  5  if  it  were  not  fo,  I  would  have  told  you : 
<*  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you."  q.  d.  It  fatisfies  me  not  to  en- 
joy my  glory  in  heaven  alone;  all  that  come  unto  me  by  faith,  (hall 
be  with  me  where  I  am;  let  them  know,  for  their  encouragement, 
that  the  glory  which  God  hath  given  me,  I  have  given  them,  John 
xVii.  2  a.  All  thefe  things  loudly  fpcak  the  fervent  dcfire  of  Chrift's 
foul  after  union  and  communion  with  poor  finnec? ;  which  was  the 
Mf\g  to  be  demonftrated. 

11.  Having  proved  the  point,  that  Chrift  is  an  earneft  fuitor  for 
union  and  communion  with  the  fouls  of  finners ;  we  next  come  to 
fhew  the  marvellous  and  admirable  grace  and  condefccnfion  of 
Chrift  that  it  fhould  be  fb.  And  this  will  appear  five  ways  to  the 
aft<MMflimcnt  of  every  coniidering  foul. 

*  1.  lliotigh  Chrift  be  thus  intent  and  earneft  in  his  fuit  for 
yoiir  Gotifent,  yet  he  gaineth  nothing  by  you  when  you  do  confent ; 
the  gain  is  to  yourfelves,  but  not  to  him  :  He  is  trver  ail,  God  bleffnd 
fir  every  Rom.  ix.  5.  above  all  acceifions  froAl  the  creature.  What 
doth  the  fun  gain  by  enlightning  and  animating  the  lower  world  .^ 
Or  what  doth  a  fountain  gain  when  men  drink  and  are  refrefhed 
by  its  waters  ?  If  any  foul  that  heareth  me  this  day  (hould  prcfcnt- 
*  ly  refolve  henceforth  to  break  afunder  all  the  ties  and  engagements 
betwixt  him  and  fin  5  to  fubfcribe  the  articles  of  the  gofpel ;  to 
give  away  himfelf,  fotrl  and  body  to  Chrift  j  to  live  henceforth  as 
a  hallowed,  dedicated  creature  to  the  Lord  Jefus;  this  indeed 
trould  turn  to  the  infinite  imd  everlafting  advantage  offtich  a  foul; 
but  yet  Chrift  cannot  be  profited  thereby. 

2.  And  that  which  ftill  increafes  the  wonder  is  this,  that  though 
Chrift  make  no  gain  or  profit  by  our  converfion,  yet  hath  he  im- 
poveriflied  himfelf  to  gain  fuch  unprofitable  creatures  as  wc  arc  to 
himr  He  hath  made  himfelf  poor  to  make  us  rich ;  fo  fpeaks  the 
apoftle  in  2  Cor.  viii,  9.  "  Jor  ye  know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Je- 
•*  fus  Chrift,  that  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes  he  became 
«*  poor,  that  ye  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich."  He  expends 
his  riches,  makes  no  advantage  unto  himfelf;  his  incarnation  im- 
poverilhed  his  reputation,  Phil.  iL  7.  How  poor  was  Chrift  when 
he  faid,  Vfal.  xxii.  6.  «*  But  I  am  a  worm,  and  no  man,  a  reproach 
«*  of  men,  and  defpifcd  of  the  people  .?*•  How  poor  in  temporal 
comforts,  when  he  laid,  Matth.  viii.  20.  *<  The  foxes  have  holes, 
•<  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nefts  ;  but  the  Son  of  man  hath 
«  not  where  to  lay  his  head.**  Yea,  how  poor  was  he  in  fpiritual 
comforts,  when  that  aftonifliing  out-cry  brake  from  him  upon  the 
crofs,  Matth.  xxvii.  46.  «  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfa- 
«  ken  me  ?"    O  let  it  aftoniih  us,  that  Chrift  ihould  caracftly  de- 
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fire  union  with  our  fouls  upon  terms  of  fuch  deep  felf-denial  to 
himfelf. 

3.  Though  Chrift  gain  nothing  bj  you,  and  impoveriihed  him- 
felf for  you  i  yet  doth  he  endure  many  vile  riepulfesi  delays,  and 
denials  of  his  fuit,and  will  not  leave  j(  for  all  that :  O  ailonifhiiiig 
grace  I  One  would  thmk  that  the  leaft  delay,  and  nuich  more  a  re^ 
fufal  of  an  overture  from  Chriit,  upon  fuch  terms  as  you  have  heard^ 
ihould  make  his  indignatiop  prefently  to  fmpak  agamft  fuch  a  foul  \ 
and  that  he  ihould  fay,  Thou  haft  rcfufed  my  offer,  (b  full  of  feli^ 
denying  and  condefcending  grace,  never  ihall  another  offes  be  mad« 
to  Id  unworthy  a  ibul^  and  yet  yqu  fee  he  is  contented  to  wait  as 
well  as  knock,  BehoU^  IJland  M  the  door  and  knock. 

4.  Herein  {he  admirable  grace  of  thiji  heavenly  fuitor  appears 
that  Jefus  Chrift  paiTeth  by  miUions  of  creature^  of  m(>re  excellent 
gifts  and  temperaments,  and  nev^  ^lakes  them  one  offer  of  himr 
fdf,  never  tuFoedi  afide  to  give  one  knock  at  tlieir  door ;  but 
comes  to  thee,,  the  vileft  and  bafeft  of  creaturesj  sind  will  not  b^ 
gone  from  thy  door  without  his  errand^ end. 

Knoweft  thou  notj  finner^  that  aq[u>ng  the  unfanftified  there  ar^ 
to  be  found  multitudes  of  men  and  won^n  of  more  raifed  and  ^jkr 
celleot  parts,  nimble  wits,  ftrong  menooiries,  ibUd  judgments  \  yea, 
men  and  women  of  cleaner  coaverfations,  ftrift  morality,  adorne4 
with  excellent  homoUtical  virtues,  caps^ble,  if  calledi  to  do  him 
abundantly  more  fervice  than  thou  canft  \  yet  ^hef^  are  paft  bfy 
and  he  becomes  a  fuitor  to  fuch  a. poor  x^orthlfiift  thing  as  thou  art$ 
yea,  and  rejoices  in  his  choice.  Matth-  xi.  25.  "  I  tb^nk  thee,  O 
<<  Fatl^er,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth>  becaufe  thou  haft  hid  tbeff 
^  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed  them  «nto 
«  babes.^     Hereis  the  tricLn>ph  of  free-^gr^e. 

5,  And  laOly,  This  juftly  increafes  the  wonder,  that  ever  Jeftis 
Chrift  (houM  de£re  and  delight  to  dwell  in  fuch  fm  unclean  he^rf 
as  thine,  which,  from  the  beginning,  hath  been  the  feat  and  throq^ 
of  Satan,  full  of  all  uncle^nnefs  and  abommations.     O  that  eyer 
Chrift  ihould  make  an  overture  of  love  to  fuch  ^  polluted  foul ! 
That  he  ihould  chufe  to  creA  his  throne  where  Satan's  (eat  was ! 
Look  intothineownheart,iinaer,andthink  what  canChriftfee  there 
to  be  defired?  Thou  knoweft  diy  heart  hath  been  a  fmk  of  &>, 
thy  confcience  like  the  common  fewer,  into  which  all  the  filth  oi 
thy  life  hath  been  caft ;  yet  Chrift  paiTeth  by  thee,  as  thou  lieft  in 
thy  blood  and  filthinefs,  and  caileth  loye  upon  thee,  and  deiire  to^ 
wards  thee,  as  it  is,  Ezek.  xvi.  6,  8*    All  thefe  thipgs  put  together 
make  it  juilly  admirable,  and  aftoniihing  in  our  eyes,  that  ever  Je- 
fus Chrift,  the  Lord  from  heaven,  (hould  become  an  carneft  fuitor 
for  union  and  communion  with  the  fouls  of  (inners* 
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Infir.  I.  If  Chrift  be  facb  an  earnefkfuitor  for  tmioa  and  camr 
munion  with  the  fouls  of  finners,  then  it  fellows^  That  finners  can 
jufth  charge  their  damnation  upon  none  but  themfelves.  Your  blood 
muft  be  upon  your  own  heads ;  faivation  by  Ghrift  is  not  only  firee? 
ly  offered,  but  you  are  with  great  importunity  perfuaded  to  accept 
it.  Chrift  oS^  you  life,  you  chufe  rather  to  die  than  accept  it 
upon  his  terms  \  where  now  can  your  damnation  be  charged  but 
upon  your  own  wilful  obftinacy  i  Hofea  xiii.  g.  O  Ifrael^  thy  de^ 
JiruBim  is  of  thjfelf!  Th«u  art  the  author  of  thine  own  ruin :  / 
would  have  gathered  thy  children^  faith  Chrift  to  Jenifalem,  hut  thou 
mouldfi  not ;  your  rain,  therefore,  lies  upon  yourfelf cs,  and  upon 
none  befide. '  Indeed,  if  the  mmifters  of  Chrift  be  negligent  in 
their  duty,  they  may  come  in  as  accefibri^  to  your  deftruftion ) 
but  that  is  a  poor  relief  to  you ;  as  for  myielf,  I  hope  I  may  wiA 
Paul,  take  God  to  record  this  day,  that  I  am  free  from  the  blood^ 
of  all  men.  Now,  coofider  what  a  difinal  aggravation  of  your  de? 
flrudion  will  this  be^  that  you  periihcd  by  your  own  hands  \  .this 
cuts  off  all  plea  and  apology. 

Inf*  2.  Hence  it  alfo  fUlows,  Thai  £ftrefidjinnerj  have  no  reafm 
to  queftion  ChrifPs  wHlingnefr  to  receive  them^  when  their  hearts  art 
made  willing  to  come  unto  him*  It  were  no  lefs  than  a  Uafphemous 
imputation  of  infincerity  to  Chrift  himfelf,  to  queftion  hi^  willing- 
ne&  to  receive  brdcen-hetuted  finners,  after  fo  manyproteftacioiis 
as  he  hath  made  in  the  gofpel,  of  his  9eal  and  eameftne&for  their 
falvatbn  \  that  fcripture^  John  ▼!.  37.  puts  it  out  of  doubt,  <<  Him 
<<  that  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out."  I  know  guilt 
breeds  many  fears  and  jealouiies  in  the  hearts  of  finners ;  will 
Chrift  ever  accept  and  receive  fuch  a  one  as  I  ?  Try  hirp,  fiwil,  he 
hath  faid  he  will  \  let  him  have  but  the  deliberate  confent  of  thy 
heart  to  his  terms,  and  then,  if  thou  be  rejefted,  thou  wilt  be  the 
firft  foul  in  the  world  that  ever  met  with  a  repulfe  from  him. 

Inf.  3.  By  ChriJPs  eami/l  Jiiit  for  thefiuls  offtnners^  you  may  efti" 
mate  the  invaluable  worthy  and  precious  nature  of  the  foul  of  man. 
Were  not  the  foul  a  creature  of  great  value,  Jefus  Chrift  would  ne- 
ver be  fo  deeply  concerned  about  the  winiiing  and  faving  of  it. 
Sinners  have  a  Vile  efteem  of  their  own  fouls,  they  will  fell  them 
for  nought  \  but  Chrift  knows  their  true  worth,  atid  his  folidtude 
to  fave  them  is  anfwerable  to  his  eftimation  of  them  \  he  county 
when  he  hath  gained  a  foul,  he  hath  gained  a  treafure.  There- 
fore he  pleads,  woos  and  waiu  io  eameftly  and  aiBduonily  for  the 
falvation  of  them.  Two  things  fpeak  the  great  value  of  the  foul  of 
pian. 

f .  Tbi)t  it  is  a  marriageable  creatc|re  to  Cbnfi  now. 
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^  s.  That  it  is  capable  of  glory  with  Chrtft  hereafter, 
I.  It  is  a  marriageabfe  creature  to  Chrlft  now,  capable  of  efpoiu 
fals  to  the  Son  of  God  ;  upon  which  account  it  is  that  Chrift  (p 
eameftly  ieeks  its  love,  and  fues  for  its  confoit.    Now  this  is  a  dig- 
nitj  beyond  all  other  creatures  in  heaven  or  earth  ;  no  angel  in 
hcaveni  no  other  creature  but  the  foul  of  man  on  earth  b  capably 
of  cfpoufals  to  Chrift ;  it  is  a  dignity  above  that  of  angels,  for 
Chrift  took  not  on  him  their  nature,  and  the  hypoftatical  union  is 
the  ground  and  foundation  of  the  my  ftical  union.    They  are  mem- 
bers indeed  of  Chrift's  kingdom,  and  he  is  to  them  a  head  of  do- 
mbion ;  but  this  honour  was  never  confScrred  upon  angels  to  be 
members  of  his  body,  flefh,  and  bones,  as  the  faints  are,  Eph,  v.  30. 
2.  As  the  foul  is  capable  of  efpoufals  to  Chrift  on  earth,  fo  it  is 
capable  of  glory  with  Chrift  in  heaven  throughout  eternity,  John 
xvii.  24.  «  Father,  I  will  that  they  alfo  whom  thou  haft  given  me^ 
"  be  with  me  where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold  the  glory  which 
<^  thou  haft  given  me."     It  hath  a  natural  capacity  of  enjoying  eter- 
nal bleflednds  which  the  fouls  of  other  creatures  have  not.     And 
this  will  be  the  aggravation  of  hell-torments,  that  men  capable  of 
the  higbeft  happinefi,  ftiould,  as  it  were,  receive  that  capacity  in 
Tain ;  but  that  which  conftitutes  an  afbial  right  to  the  everlafting 
enjoyment  of  Chrift  in  glory,  is  the  faaVs  efpoufals  to  him  here  in 
the  wa^  of  grace.     Upon  thefe  two  accounts  it  is,  that  Chrift  puts 
fuch  aprke  upon  them,  courts  their  love  fo  paftionately  ;  lament^ 
their  Ids  fb  paj^betically ;  and  encourages  his  minifters  to  all  dili^ 
geoce  in  perfoading  and  wooing  them  for  him  with  fuch  abundant 
rewards,  Dan.  xii.  3.     Know  then  your  own  worth  and  dignity, 
neither  pawn  nor  fell  fo  precious  a  thing  as  thy  foul  ft)r  any  thing 
Satan  can  fet  before  thee  by  way  of  exchange  for  it;  What  JbaUa 
nan  pve  in  exchange  fir  his  foul  f 

Inf.  4.  Is  Chrift  fuch  an  eameft  fuHor  for  union  nvith  finntrs  ?  then 
certmnly^  they  are  the  enemies  of  Chrift^  and  the  fouls  of  men,  that  any 
yfoy  endeavour  to  hinder  or  break  ojf  the  match  betnvixt  Chrift  ofuf 
tbm? 

Some  there  are  that  labour  to  create  jealoufies,  and  beget  dif^ 
taftes  and  prejudices  in  the  fouls  of  men  againft  Chrift  and  his 
^ys;  men  that  bring  up  an  evil  report  upon  Chrift,  and  ftriA  re- 
li^on,  as  that  which  will  beggar  them,  and  expofe  them  to  all  the 
mifcricsof  the  worid :  Who,  inftigated  by  Satan,  whifpcr  fuch  fto- 
nesinto  the  foul's  ear,  whom  Chrift  is  wooing  for  himfelf,  that  the 
feverity  d[  religion  will  certainly  extinguifli  all  their  joys  and 
pleafores ;  they  fkaSX  never  laugh  more,  never  be  merry  more ; 
befide,  it  will  expoie  all  their  comforts  upon  earth  to  hazard,  their 
efhtes  and  lives  muft  fall  a  prey  to  their  enemies,  and  this  is  the 
eiiate  in  irhich  thrift  will  jointer  them  bi  if  they  confent  to  hij( 
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terms:  and  that  thi»  is  no  groundlersjealoufy  of  their  owd»  but 
that  Cl^rift  himfclf  hath  openly  declared  as  much;  "  Thatheth^t 
«  win  come  after  him  muft  hate  father  and  mother,  wife  andchil- 
«  dren,  yea>  and  his  own  life  alfo/'  This  is  what  they  muft  ex- 
pert as  the  fruit  of  their  con&nt  to  Chriil's  propofals.  But,  O 
.what-  wi]l  thefe  men  have  to  anfwer,  and  how  will  they,  ftand  b> 
fojre  Chrift  another  day,  who  are  fuch  profefied  enemies  to  hiscrois, 
and  fet  then>felves  fo  dire£lly  in  oppofition  to  the  great  deiign 
Chrift  is  driving  on  in  the  world  !  Ls  it  not  enough  that  ypu  will 
not  enter  yourfelves,  but  you  will  binder  them  that  would  ?  Mat. 
xxiii.  13.  Thus  carnal  parents  difcourage  their  children,  one  re- 
lation another.  Cut,  to  help  fouls  under  tliis  difcouragement,  I 
wSl  leave  oqly  this  one  caveat  with  theni.  That  fuch  fcemngfrunds 
are  their  real  mortal  enemies ^  their  words  are  peifon  to  your  fouls ;  Satan 
hath  feeM  them  to  do  his  work,  hired  their  tongues  for  his  fervice. 
But  if  the  ferious  cares  ofialvation,  and  fervent  love  of  Clirift  be  in 
Iby  heart,  thou  wilt  refolve,  as  Jeronj  did,  « If  my  father  whobe- 

•  gat  me,  and  my  mother  who  bare  me,  (hould  hang  about  my 
«  neck  with  tevs  and  entreaties,  to  keep  me  from  Chrift,  I  would 

*  fling   oft*  my   father,   and  tread  upon   my  mother,  to  go  to 
«  Chrift.' 

To  this  head  alfo  belong  all  thofe  fcandals  ami  ofibnce^  which 
loofe  and  carelefs  profelTors  caft  in  the  way  to  difcourage  others  from 
coming  unto  Chrift  ;  Wo  to  the  world  (faith  Clwift)  becaufe  ofof- 
fences^  Matth.  xviii.  7.  Wo  to  the  world,  this. will  be  their  ruin 
and  undoing ;  by  this  means  fuch  prejudices  will  bs  begotten  in 
their  fouls  again  ft  Chrift  and  religion,  as  they  will  never  be  able  to 
fr^c  themfelves  from.  "  But  woe  to  them  by  whom  (uch  offincc 
"  conieth  \  it  were  better  a  mill-ftone  were  hanged  about  their 
<«  necks,  and  they  were  caft  into  the  bottom  of  the  fea."  Chrif- 
tians,  look  carefully  to  your  convcrfations  \  for  beftdes  the  evil  et- 
fcfts  of  fin  upon  yourfelvts,  you  fee  the  mifchievous  cftefts  of  it 
upon  others.  And  thus  we  may  underftand  thofe  words,  Cant.  ii. 
7.  *'  I  charge  you,  O  ye  daughters  of  Jerufalem,  by  the  roQ?,  and 
«  by  the  hinds  of  the  field,  that  ye  ftir  not  up,  nor  awake  my  Icvc 
*•«  till  he  pleafe."  Roes  and  hittds  are  timorous  cres^tures,  the  leuft 
crack  of  a  ftick  will  ftarilc  and  fright  them  away ;  fuch  are  comers 
pn  toward  Chrift ;  young  beginners  in  the  ways  of  religion,  how 
fmall  a  matter  may  damp  and  difcourage  them  ?  O  friend,  you 
have  fins  enough  of  your  own,  bring  not  theiln  and  ruin  of  other 
men  upon  your  account  alfo. 

Inf,  5 .  To  conclude,  How  great  is  the  blindnefs  and  ignorance  cf 

Jinncrsx  that  needfo  much  entreaty  and  importunity  to  be  made  happy  ^ 

It  is  your  ignorance,  finners,  that  makes  all  the  gofpel-importunity 

ncccflary  \  did  you  know  your  own  mifery,  and  fee  Chrift  in  his 
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neceflity^  fuitablenefs,  and  excellency,  all  thefe  perfuafions  might 
be  fpared  \  nay,  you  yourfelves  would  become  importunate  fuitori 
ibr  Chrift :  He  Would  not  need  to  be  twice  offered :  there  is  a 
confcience  in  every  man  and  woman,  fet  there  on  purpofe  by  the 
Lord  to  give  them  an  alarm ;  but  the  alarm  goes  off  for  want  of  a 
ipring,  to  wit,  th^  knowledge  of  your  iin  and  .miiiry.  Ah  foul  f 
(lidd  tbpu  but  know  who  it  is  that  fues  for  thy  love,  what  the  bene* 
fits  of  union  with  Chrift  are,  thou  wouldft  anfwer  his  firft  call  in 
fucfa  language  as  this :  Lord  Jefus,  write  down  thine  own  terms  ; 
be  they  what  they  will,  I  am  ready  to  fubicribe  them  with  the  ftil« 
left  confent  of  heart  and  will ;  and  then,  how  foon  would  the 
match  be  made  betwixt  Chrift  and  you  I  Yea,  you  would  watch 
for,  and  hang  on  half  a  word  of  encouragement  from  Chriflfs 
mouth,  as  Benhadad's  fervant  did  on  that  word  of  Ahab,  Mf 
hrtither  Bentadad,  i  Kjngsxx.  32,  33.  There  is  no  need  of  riie- 
toric  to  perfuade  a  condemned  msilefaftor  to  accept  his  pardon,  a 
hungry  man  to  fit  down  at  a  full  table  ;  but,  alas  !  Sin  is  not  fej[t» 
Chrift  is  not  known ;  therefore  the  one  b  not  bewailed,  nor  the 
other  defired. 

n.  Ufeif  for  Exhortation. 

In  the  next  place,  the  point  naturally  leads  us  to  an  ufe  of  fxhor^ 
taium^  to  perfuade  finners  to  embrace  Chrift's  motion,  fubfcribc 
his  terms,  and  debate  no  more  with  him,  but  end  the  treaty  in  a 
cordial  prcient  confent  \  and  fo  clofe  up  the  match  betwixt  him 
and  your  own  fouls.  How  long  finner,  wilt  thou  be  at  Jball  I, 
jballl?  and  thy  will  hang  undetermined  betwixt  Chrift  and  fin, 
iMvious  and  unrefolved  in  fo  great  and  deep  a  concernment  ?  O 
that  Chrift's  next  overture  might  bring  the  matter  to  an  iflbe  ! 
Why  will  you  trifle  and  dally  with  hini  at  this  rate  ?  There  is, 
'indeed,  a  treaty  on  foot  betwixt  Chrift  and  you ;  but  you  may  pe- 
rifli  for  all  that :  there  is  no  conclirfion  or  agreement  made ; 
Chrift  and  yoa  may  yet  part.  The  Lord  help  you  therefore  to 
ponder  and  deliberate,  with  all  fpced  and  ferioufnefs,  the  terms 
propounded  by  Chrift  in  the  gofpel  j  to  count  the  coft,  and  yet 
not  always  ta  be  deliberating  neither,  but  to  bring  matters  to  an 
itTue,  and  that,  with  all  the  convenient  fpeed  you  can  :  in  order 
vhcreonto,  1  will  lay  two  things  before  you  ;  weigh  and  ferioufly 
ponder  them. 

1.  What  are  the  advantages  you  will  gain  by  Chrift  ? 

2.  What  is  the  moft  ypu  can  lofe  by  your  confent  to  his  terms  ? 
and  then  bring  thoughts  to  an  iflue. 

Firfi^  Ponder  well  the  advantages  you  will  gain  by  Chrift  5  thefe 
JTc  fo  great  and  manifold,  U^at-it  is  impofTiblc  for  me  to  enumerate 
lvalue  them ;  it  IhalLfuiBce  in  this  place,  to  fliew  you  one  of 
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tlu^  bunches  of  th<^  gtapes  of  £(hcol|  that  bf  it  y6u  thay  eflfim^e 
the  riches  and  fertility  of  that  good  land,  fettled  upon  you  by 
Chrift  as  a  dowry  or  jointure ;  and  thefe  are  four : 

I.  The  payment  of  alt  your  debts  to  the  law. 

%•  An  honour  above  angels. 

3*  An  eternal  inheritance  m  heaven. 

4*  A  glorious  and  joyful  prefentation  of  yoa  to  the  Father,  in 
the  great  day,  by  ChrlH:,  as  his  fpoufe  and  wife. 
».  The  fame  day  and  hour  you  give  youi*  cordial  content  to  take 
Chrift  ttpo]^  gofpel^terms,  that  is  to  {vj^  Chrift  wit!h  his  yoke  of 
obedience,  and  Chrift  with  his  crofs  of  fufieringSi  all  your  debts 
to  the  law  are  difcharged  and  paid.-    What  have  y6u  been  doingi 
ever  fince  you  eame  into  the  world)  but  running  upon  firore  to 
God,  deeper  and  deeper  every  day  ?    Oh,  what  a  vaft  fum  oweft 
thou  to  his  juftice  \  and  Aot  able  to  pay  one  farrhing.     If  thou  con* 
fent  not  to  Chrift's  offer,  the  bailitfa^d  executioner,  death  and  the 
devil,-  vnU  (bortly.be  upon  thy  back,  and  hurry  thee  away  to  that 
prifbiy,  from  whence  th6u  ihalt  not  come  until  thou'  haft  paid  the 
laft  ferthing,  Mat.  v.  25,  26.     If  thou  confent  to  Chrift*s  terms, 
thy  debts  are  paid  upon  thy  marriage-day,  thy  bonds  cancelled,  and 
tby  difcharge  in  heaven  fealed ;'  Rom.  viii.  i.  «  There  is  therc- 
«  fore  now  no  coBdejBnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift;^  and  die 
reaibn  is  given,  ven  4.  In  this,  « That  the  righteoufneis  of  the 
«<  law  is  fulfilled  in  us  that  believe.''    But  how  in  us  ?  certainly 
the  meaning  is  not  that  the  ^»  cndere^^  the  ad  of  futh  doth^  as  it  is^ 
a  work  of  ours,  fatisfy  the  demand  of  the  lawy  and  fulfil  its  righ- 
teoufnefs  >  no,  but  it  apprehends  the  righteottfnefs  of  Chrift,  ap^ 
plies  it,  and  makes  it  ours,  and  fo  <<  the  righteoufneis  of  the  law 
<^  is  fulfilled  in  us  that  believe.'^    Is  it  an  eafe,  is  it  a  comfort  to 
be  out  of  debt  ?  Then  embrace  the  offer  of  Chrift  ;r  for  after  thy 
efpoufals  to  him,  the  law  cannot  touch  thee  by  any  ad  of  condem- 
nation *y  it  goes  to  the  hufband^  Chrift ;  thou  art  difcharged.    WelV 
then,  refolve  what  to  do :  (ball  the  debt  run  on  and  increafe  till^ 
juftice  come  to  levy  it  upon  you  in  hell-torments  f    Or  will  you  ac- 
cept of  Chrift  and  the  riches  of  rigkteoufncfs  that  are  in  him,  and 
fb  be  fully  and  finally  acquitted  from  all  your  debts  at  once,  and  be 
able  to  lie  down  in  peace,  and  enjoy  your  lives  without  flavifh  fear? 
He  that  owes  nothing,  fears  no  bailifts^  but  may  (as  we  ufe  to  fay) 
whet  his  knife  upon  the  compter  threfbold. 

2.  Tour  confent  to  Chrxft'sf  terms,  will  advance  you  to  an  ho-' 
nour  above  and  beyond  the  honour  of  aagels.  It  is  faid,  that  the 
children  of  the  rcfurredioQ  fhall  be  equal  unto  angels  \  and  it  is 
moft  ivx^i  that  in  fome  reiped  their  union  with  Chrifl  advances 
them  far  above  angels ;  for  the  apoftle  tclk  us,  Hcb.  i.  14^  "  They 
"  are  miniftring  fpirlts,  fent  forth  for  the  good  of  them  that  ibaU 
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<<  be  heirs  of  (alvation  i^  as  the  great  peers  and  Dobks  10  a  king* 
dom,  count  it  no  diflionour  to  perform  their  fervice  to  the  heir 
apparent.  The  miniilry  of  angels  is  a  myftery  which  we  little  ud« 
derftand ;  but  by  it  we  receive  great  and  manifold  advanf ages,  and 
it  certainly  puts  a  great  deal  of  honour  upon  all  the  members  of 
Chrift. 

3.  Chrift  will  not  only  pay  all  your  debts»  and  exalt  you  to  a 
dignity  above  angels ;  but  in  that  day  wherein  you  cordially  confent 
to  his  terms,  he  will  intitle  you  to  the  moft  glorious  inheritancf 
purchafed  by  his  blood ;  «  You  ihall  be  heirs  of  God,  and  joint 
«  hein  with  Chrift,*'  Rom.  vili.  17.  Oh,  what  an  inducement  is 
liere  to  clofe  the  match  betwixt  Chrift  and  our  fouls  !  If  I  copfent 
to  take  Chrift  upon  gofpel-tcrms,  I  (hall  thereby  be  intttled  to  all 
the  glory  that  is  in  heaven;  it  (hall  be  mine  as  truly  as  it  is  Chriil's. 
It  b  true  the  glory  of  Chrift  will  in  fome  reipe^ls  far  fuq>ais  th^ 
glory  of  therj&ints ;  he  will  fhine  among  them  as  the  fun  compared 
with  the  ftars  \  but  yet  the  glory  which  God  gave  him,  that  is^ 
the  communicable  glory,  fhall  be  truly  theirs,  as  it  is  his,  John 
xvli.  22.  <<  The  glory  which  thou  gaveft  me,  I  have  given  them.? 
Tell  my  .brethren  (faith  he)  John  xx.  17.  ^(  lafcend  unto  my  Fa* 
"  thcr,  and  your  Father ;  to  my  God,  and  your  God.*'  This^ 
jrou  (hallgain  alfo  by  dofing  this  treaty  with  a  hearty  confent  to 
ChriiFs  terms  and  propofals. 

4.  If  you  will  confider  and  confent,  you  ihall  be  prefented  by 
him  to  the  Father,  pure  and  fpotlefs,  with  exceeding  joy  and  glad^  ' 
nefs  in  the  great  day.  This  will  be  fuch  a  prefentation  of  your 
peribns  to  Gk>d  as  will  make  your  hearts  leap  for  joy  to  read  what 
the  fcriptures  fpeak  about  it.  This,  methinks,  fhould  induce  every 
foul,  without  farther  delay,  to  prefent  himfelf,  foul  and  body^ 
cheerfully  and  willingly  to  Jefus  Chrift.  For,  ( i  )  Chrift  will  brina 
JOQ  in  the  great  day  to  his  Father,  in  the  fhining  beauty  of  perfect 
holmefs,  not  a  (pot  or  wrinkle  upon  your  fouls,  Eph.  v.  27.  The 
Uood  of  Chrift  perfc£Uy  wa(hes  off  every  {pot  of  guilt  \  for  then 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift  hath  perfe£Uy  cleanfed  the  ibul  from  all  the 
defilement  and  filth  of  fin ;  fo  tha^  it  (hall  come  to  God  a  pure  and 
beautiful  creature  out  of  Chrift's  hand*  (a.)  This  prefentation  will 
be  made  with  the  great  e(l  honour  and  folemnity,  we  little  think  in 
what  ftate  and  triumph  Chrift  intends  to  bring  the  pooreft  believer 
to  his  Father,  Pfal,  xlv.  14,  1 5.  "  With  joy  and  gladnefs  (hall  they 
«  be  brought,**  Sec.  Sojadc,  vcr.  24.  «  They  Ihall  be  prefented 
"  bultlefs  before  the  prefence  of  liis  glory,  with  exceeding  joy :" 
Joy  running  over  joy,  upon  all  hands  5  God  himfelf  will  rejoice, 
that  ever  he  created  fuch  a  foul  as  hath  fincerely  beftowed  itfelf  xip- 
on  Chrift :  Jefus  Chrift  will  rejoice  that  ever  he  fhed  bis  blood  fpr 
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tbat  fcm\  that  now  pkces  his  folc  rightcoufncfs  therein  ;.  the  Holy 
Spirit  Will.rejoicc,  that  ever  he  came  with  a  conimiffion  from  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son  to  draw  fucl^  a  foul  to  Chrift,  who  hath  obeyed  hb 
v©kei  The  angels  will  rejoice  with  joy  unfpcakable,  Luke  xv.  lo. 
**•  There  is  joy  in  the  prefencc  of  the  angels  of  God  over  one  fin- 
¥  ner  that  repenteth."  If  the  confent  of  any  of  yqur  fouls  (hall  be  , 
thfe  day  gained  to  Chrift;  if  the  word  yott  have  heard  this  day  (hall 
fend  any  poor  fotrl  hence  to  his  clofct,  or  into  a  corner,  there  to 
inake  his  covenant  w?th  Chrift,  (for  that  is  the  w^y  of  making  up 
fhe  match  with  Chrift)  in  that  hour  the  news  of  it  will  be  in  hea* 
vtiiy  and  excite  joy  among  the  angels  of  God.  Lay  thefe  and  ma* 
Tj  other  privileges  together,  which  \  want  time  to  mention,  but 
ihe  fcriptures  will  abundantly  furnifh  you  with  them ;  and  then 
conikler  what  a  rich  bargain,  what  an  advantageous  match,  Jefus 
Chrift  is  fer  your  fouls* 

.Secondly^  Upon  the  other  fide  caft  up  the  accoupt,  what  you  may 
lofe  by  your  confent  to  be  Chrift's ;  and  whether  thefe  loffes  be 
fufficient  to  balance  or  preponderate  the  gain  that  comes  by  fuch 
a  confent ;  that  fo  ypur  choice  of  Chrift  may  be  a  deliberate  and 
ftiH  choice,  and  yoii  may  tiever  repent  afterwards  of  the  choice 
you  have  made;  -  It  Is  a  rule  in  the  civil  law,  Non  confintit  qui  nort 
fintit.  He  cannot  confent  that  doth  not  think,  underftand,  and 
deliberate :  and  this  is  the  reafon  of  fp  much  flinching  from  Chrift, 
tXid.  fliamefbl  apoftafy  in  times  of  perfecution ;  men  did  not  think 
of  fnch  fofterings  and  lofles ;  they  are  mere  furprifals  to  them. 
To  prevent  all  fuch  occaftons  of  offence,  our  Lorcl  deals  candidly 
and  openly  with  us,  and  tells  us  before-hand  what  are  the  worft 
Ihings  that  may  befal  us  for  his  fake,  John  xvi.  i,  2.  '^  Thefe 
<^  things  have  I  fpoken  unto  you,  that  you  fhould  not  be  offended: 
^  They  (half  put  yoa  out  of  the  iynagogues;  yea,  the  time  co- 
i*  metlr,  that  whofoevcr  Idlleth  you,  will  think  he  doth  God  fer- 
*•  vice."  But,  vcr.  4.  he  adds,  *«  Thefe  things  have  I  told  you, 
*«  that  when  the  time  fliall  come,  ye  may  remember  that  I  told 
^  you  of  them  f  q.  d.  Remember  yourfelves  in  tiroes  of  perfecu- 
tion, that  all  thefe  things  were  propounded,  conftdered,  and  con- 
tented to ;  they  were  the  very  terms  you  fubfcribed  to  me ;  had 
you  not  liked  them,  you  might,  at  the  everlafting  damage  and 
ruin  of  your  immortal  fouls,  haverefofed  and  rejeAed  them.  Now 
tbt  things  you  are  to  balance  with  the  gain  of  Chrift,  muft  by  you 
be  fbrtcd  into  two  ranks. 

i«  Things  that  muft  be  parted  with. 

2.  Things  that  nmy  be  parted  with  for  Chrift. 

1.  The  thmgs  that  you  rnu/i  part  with,  viz.  your  lufts,  and  all 
the  vicious  pleafures  you  have  had  in  them ;  how  much  profit  or 
pleafure'foever  they  hive  brought  you  in>  away  they  muft  go. 
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thej  BMift  be  devoted  to  deftniAion  and  mortification^  or  yoo  caa 
lu?e  no  intereil  in  Chrift  i  you  muft  (hake  hands  for  ^ever  with  aU 
yourfinful  courfes  and  companbos,  Rom.  vi.  16.  <<  His  fervants 
«  yott  arei  to  whom  you  obey."     B«  they  as  pleafant  and  profit- 
able 9$  jonr  right  hand  or  eye^  they  muft  be  plucked  out  and  cut 
offj  Mat.  T.  22^  30.  Doth  this  ibund  harfh  and  unpleafant  to  yoiif 
cars  ?  Doth  this  caufe  the  demur  i  O,  confider,  what  it  is  to  part 
with  fin  ^  it  ia  but  to  part  with  the  difeafe  of  your  foulsi  and  the 
inftnunents  of  your  everlafting  ruin.     Which  of  you  would  not  be 
glad  to  part  with  a  fever,  the  ftone,  or  dropfy  i  What  is  pailioai 
but  the  fever  of  the  foul  i  What  is  a  hard  heart|  biit  a  ftoue  i 
What  is  covetouihefs  and  carthly-mindednefi,  but  the  infactable 
<hx)pry  of  the  fool  i    Now,  if  nien  would  be  glad  to  be  rid  of  fuch 
dreadfiil  difeafes  in  their  bodies,  and  tp  be  reftored  to  fouadneftf 
eafe,  and  health  $  how  much  more  (hould  yOu  be  glad  to  be  rid  of 
four  corruptions,  and  ba^e  the  reSlitude,  eafe,  and  pleafure.  of 
four  ibuls  reftored  again?  yea,  inftead  of  thefe  impure,  viciQUSi 
bnitifh  pieafures  you  have  taken  in  fin,  you  (hall  enjoy  the  pure» 
divine,  fuitable  and  everlafting  pieafures  of  holinefs.     Confider 
now,  and  accordingly  make  your  choicCj  wheth^  you  will  take 
the  [deaAires  of  fin^  which  are  but  for  a  feafon,  in  exchange  foff 
the  everlafting  joys  which  are  at  God's  ri^  hand  for  ever. 

2.  There  are  other  things  which  you  may  be  called  to  part  wich^ 
and  ^ve  up  for  Chrift.  It  is  uncertain  whether  God  may  adualiy 
call  you  to  part  with  your  liberties,  eftatesi  relations,  and  lives  for 
Chrift:  Many  are  never  adually  called  forth  to  fiich  fufferings  ; 
bat  becaiife  many  are,  and  every  one  of  you  may  be  fo  called)  yoa 
muft  realize  them,  ponder  them,  and  liiblcribe  tlu>(e  very  tennSf 
nuking  Aill  account  ^  thefe  things  as  if  they  were  now  before  you, 
Lske  ix.  23*  For  fo  Chrift  hath  propounded  them :  But  then 
withal,  weigh  thefe  troubles  with  the  gain  and  advantages  you  fliall 
hare  by  them,  and  not  fingly  and  alone  by  themfelves  1  for  fo 
Chrift  hath  prefented  them  to  yon,  Matth*  xix.  28.  <'  And  every 
"  one  that  hath  forfaken  houfes,  or  brethren,  or  fifters,  or  father, 
'*  or  mother,  or  wife,  or  chikhren,  or  lands,  for  my  name's  fake» 
^  (hall  receive  a  hundred  fold,  and  iHall  inherit  everlafting  Hfe*** 

Now,  if  you  think  fuch  gainful  troubles,  fuch  fouUenriching 
iofics,  be  wcurth  accepting  for  Chrift^s  fake  ^  then  clofe  the  match 
with  Chrift,  and  bring  the  matter  to  a  conclufion  :  Do  not  befool 
joorfefares  with  a  fond  and  groundlefs  prefumption  that  thefe 
things  will  never  befal  you*  I  fear  many  flatter  themfelves  with 
filch  vada  hopes  ^  the  Lord  knows  liow  fopn  thefe  fuppofitions,  at 
a  difiance,  may  be  turned  into  realities  before  your  eyesj  You 
have  much  jreafon  to  expeA  them,  and  much  nK)re  to  embrace 
^'heos,  wheiaever  Chsift  fliall  call  you  ^o  them*    This  is  the  jpeat 
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>iroi4:  you  have  now  to  do ;  and  really  you  cannot  fafely  demur  any 
longer  \  this  matter  muft  come  to  a  concluiion',  and  the  fooner  the 
better.  For  you  know,  (i.)  that  your  lives  are  immediately  un- 
certain»  and  it  is  an  unaccountable  madnels  to  let  the  great  con- 
cern of  your  falvation  lie  one  day  or  night  at  hazard ;  your  breath 
b  continually  coming  and  going,  and  that  which  is  going  muft  at 
laft  begone,  James  iv.  14.  Your  fouls  hang  over  everlafting  dan- 
gers by  the  fingle  thread  of  that  feeble  breath  which  plays  in  your 
coftnls,  and  every  difeafe  is  like  the  flame  of  a  candle  held  under 
that  thread  ;  and  can  it  either  be  fafe  or  comfortable  to  delay  fb 
great  a  work  as  this,  upon  which  all  your  expe^tions  and  eternal 
blefledneisf  depend  ?  (2.)  Not  only  your  lives  are  hazardous  and  un- 
certain, but  the  enjoyment  of  the  gofpel,  and  all  the  opportunities 
and  means  of  your  converfion,  are  as  uncertain  as  they.  It  is  true» 
Md  to  the  glory  of  God  be  it  acknowledged,  we  now  enjoy  the 
freedom  and  fulneis  of  gofpel^mercies  v'^but  where  has  God  made 
any  fuch  fettlement  of 'thefe  bleffings  upon  you,  as  puts  the  en- 
joyment of  them  out  of  hazard  ?  *  The  rain  is  over,  but  yet  the 
clouds  may  return  after  the  rain  ;  we  are  upon  our  good  beha- 
viour 2  if  it  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  your  converfion,  well  •,  if  not, 
the  ax  lieth  at  the  root  of  the  tree,  Matth.  iii.  10.  And  if  God  re- 
move the  gofpel  from  among  us  (as  our  delays  and  trifiings  may  pro- 
voke him  to  do)  then  the  treaty  is  ended,  and  there  is  little  probabi- 
lity that  any  thing  further  will  be  done  betwixt  Chrift  and  you, 
Luke  xiii.  25.  (3.)  Bring  this  matter  to  an  liTue  with  all  due 
fpeed,  becaufe  you  are  not  capable  to  give  que  found  reafon  for  a 
moment's  delay  of  fo  great  and  weighty  a  concernment.  Can  you 
be  fafe  too  foon  ?  Can  you  be  happy  too  footi  ?  Certainly  you 
cannot  be  out  of  the  danger  of  hell  too  foon  \  and  therefore  why 
ihould  not  your  clofing  with  Chrift  upon  the  terms  propounded  be 
your  very  next  work  ?  For  certainly  if  the  bufinefs^the  main  worl^ 
and  buiinefs  of  every  man's  life  be  to  fly  from  the  wrath  .to  come, 
as  indeed  it  is,  Matth.iii.  7.  and  to  fly  for  refuge  to  Jefus  Cbrifty 
as  indeed  it  is,  Heb.  vi.  1 8.  then  certainly,  all  delays  arc  highly  dan- 
gerous in  fuch  a  buflnefs  as  this  2  the  man-flayer,  when  flying  to 
the  refuge-city  before  the  avenger  of  blood,  when  his  heart  was 
hot  within  him,  did  not  think  he  could  recover  the  city  too  foon. 
And  now  fet  all  your  own  reafon  to  work  upon  this  matter  ^  put 
the  cafe  as  really  it  is :  I  am  fleeing  from  wrath  to  come  ;  the  juf^ 
tice  of  God,  ah  J  the  curies  of  the  law  are  clofely  purlhirig  me  :  is 
it  reafonable  that  I  now  fit  down  in  the  way  to  gather  flowers,  or 
play  with  trifles  ?  For  fuch  are  all  tmr  other  concernments  in  this 
world,  compared  with  our  falvatioif).  *  (4.)  Bring  this  treaty  to  an 
iflliie  with  all  due  fpeed,  beeaufe  moft  fouls  that  periih,  perifh  by 
delays  y  men  think  they  have  time  enough  before  them,  and  that 
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to-morrow  w31  be  as  tonlayi  and  fo  Satan  gets  part  by  part,  what  he 
had  not  confidence  to  demand  in  the  whole  lump.  Moft  that  periQi 
undertliegoipelhadconviftionsupon  their  confcienceS|and  vain  pur** 
pofes  in  then*  hearts  \  but  not  bringing  them  to  a  fpeedjr  execution, 
that  w^s  their  undoing ;  James  i.  24.  *<  He  beholdeth  himfelf,  and 
«<  goctH  his  way,  and  ibraightway  forgets  what  manner  of  peribn*  he 
««  w^as.^  It  is  an  allufion  to  a  man  that  looks  in  the  moniing  into  a 
glaisynrhere  he  difcerns  a  fpotupon  his  face^and  refolves  with  himfelf 
anon  to  'wafh  it  off  j  but  fome  divcriion  or  other  falls  ini  other 
matters  take  up  his  thoughts,  and  fo  the  fpol  remains  all  day,  and 
Ke  carries  it  to  bed  at  night.  O  ^hefe  delays  are  the  undoing  of 
millions  !  (^5.)  Delay  not  to  clofe  this  treaty  with  Chrift,  becaufe  all 
delay  inonrafes  the  difficulty ;  and  the  longer  you  negleA,  the 
more  urili  your  hearts  be  hardened  by  the  deceitfalneis  of  fin,  Heb. 
ill.  13.  Continuance  in  fin,  and  quenching  of  convi£tions,  do 
inienfihly  harden  the  heart,  and  ftiffen  the  will.  Under  the  firft 
convidkions  the  heart  is  tender,  the  affedions  flowing  :  O  if  this 
ad^vantage  were  apprehended  and  purfued,  how  foon  might  the 
worlc  come  to  a  comfortable  conclufion  !  but  after  a  while,  thofe 
(oal-affeAmg  words,  fin,  Chrift,  heaven,  hell,  death,  and  eternity, 
will  become  words  of  a  common  found.  (6.)  And  laftly,  beware. 
of  delays  in  this  matter,  becauie  you  can  never  expeft  a  fitter  and 
faiier  opportimity  and  feafon  for  the  difpatch  of  this  great  concern* 
xnenty  than,  by  the  fpecial  indulgence  of  heaven,  you  enjoy  this  day, 
^  Cor.  ▼!•  i>  ^-  **  NoW  is  the  accepted  time,  now  is  the  day  of  faU 
M  vation."  Yon  have  now  the  wind  and  tide  with  you  ;  if  you 
will  not  'Weigh  anchor  now,  you  may  lie  wind-bound  to  your  dying 
d^j^  iVhat  advantages  can  you  reafonably  expedt,  which  God 
hatli  not  fiimiihed  you  with  at  this  day  ?  You  have  the  means  of 
OTace  among  you  \  you  have  liberty  and  freedom  to  attend  on  thofe 
gleans  ^without  fear. ,  Say  not,  I  have  fuch  or  fuch  troubles  and 
cvucnxxAmx%c€S  in  the  world ;  for  you  muft  never  exped  to  be  with- 
oot  then3>  except  you,  only,  fliall  find  the  world  another  thing  than 
all  others  find  it.  Have  you  health  i  O  what  a  precious  feafon  and 
advantage  b  that  ?  art  thon  fick  !  O  what  a  fpur  is  that  I  What  is 
ta  be  done  muft  be  done  quickly. 

III.  Ufe^  for  DireBion. 

Hot  it  may  be  ibme  fouls  will  plead  ignorance,  that  they  know 
j^g^  Kow  to  manage  and  tranfaA  fo  great  a  concernment  with  Chrift, 
sold  therefore  fet  not  about  it ;  and  it  is  very  likely  there  may  be 
moch  troth  in  that  plea.  For  the  help  and  affiftance  of  fuch  fouls, 
I  ^iriU  gather  up  the  fum  of  what  hath  been,  and  ought  to  be  {ur«- 
tifter  fpofcen  about  this  matter,  in  the  following  diredtions ;  fo  that 
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nothiiig  but  your  unwilUngacfs  and  flothfulnefs  Ihail  remain  to  hiiu- 
<ler  yoiu 

.  Dir^ci.  I.  If  ever  you  bring  the  treaty  betwixt  Chrifl:  and  your 
fouls  to  a.  happy  iiTue  and  conclufion,  you  muil,  as  before  was  no^ 
ted,  iit  down  and  count  the  coft,  Luke  xiv.  28.  it  will  be  vain  elfe 
to  engage  yourfelves  in  the  profeffion  of  religion :  it  is  not  Chrift's 
defigp  to  draw  you  under  a  ra(h  inconCderate  engagement,  and  fo 
to  reap  more  diflionour  by  your  apoftafy  and  hypocrify  than  ever 
he  fhall  have  glory  by  your  profeflion*  No,  he  would  have  you 
fbrefee  and  feriouily  bethink  yourfelves  of  all  the  outward  trou- 
bles and  inconveniences  you  may  afterwards  meet  with  for  his  fake. 
You  are  to  embark  yourieives  with  Chrift,  and  abide  with  him  in 
ftorms  as  well  as  in  halcyon  days;  you  muft  follow  theLamb  whither- 
foever  he  goeth.  Rev.  xiv.  4.  There  is  no  retreating  after  engage- 
i^ent  to  Chrift  :  <<  If  any  man  draw  back,  my  foul  (hall  have  no 
<f  pleafure  in  him,"  Heb.  x.  38.  It  is  eternal  death  by  that  mar- 
tial law  of  heaven,  to  run  from  ChriA's  colours  in  the  day  of  battle. 
Well  then,  retire  thyfelf  into  the  innermoft  clofet  of  thy  foul;  fit 
quiet  and  patiently  there,  until  thou  haft  debated  this  matter  folly 
with  thy  own  thoughts,  and  haft  balanced  the  good  and  the  evil,  the 
profits  and  lofiTes  of  religion ;  for  want  o^this  the  church  is  filled 
with  hypocrites,  and  hell  with  inconfiderate  and  ra(h  profefibrs : 
the  more  we  deliberate  the  better  we  &ali  conclude. 

Direci.  2.  Having  debated  the  matter  over  and  over  in  thy  mod 
Sedate  and  ferious  thoughts,  let  not  Satan  difcourage*thee  from  caft- 
ing  thy  foul  at  Chrift's  feet  with  a  hearty  confent  to  all  his  terms, 
for  want  of  fuch  and  iuch  qualifications  as  thou  canft  not  find  in 
thine  own  (bul.  It  is  ufual  for  Satan  to  fuggeft  at  this  time,  the 
want  of  greater  forrow  and  humiliation  for  fin  ;  that  the  fouj  hath 
not  lain  long  enough  under  the  humbling  work  of  the  law  \  that 
the  aggravations  of  its  fins  have  been  fuch,  that  there  is  no  hope  of 
acceptance.  Free  thy  foul  from  thefe  fnares  of  Satan,  by  the  con- 
fideration  of  this  unqueftionable  truth  \  that  Chrift  expedts  from 
<\\tp  no  more  humiliation  than  what  produceth  fuch  a  hearty  de^ 
liberate  confent  as  thy  wilfis  now  to  give  \.  and  foch  a  confent  once 
gained,  no  aggravation  of  fin  is  pleadable  againft  the  duty  of  be^ 
ueving. 

Dire5l.  3.  Diftnift  not.  the  finccrity  of  Chrift  in  thofe  gracious 
offers  he  makes  unto  coming  fouls.  Be  fatisfied,  he  fpeaks  his  ve- 
ry heart  in  them  to  thee  \  the  devil  labours  to  ibw  jealoufy  9nd  be.- 
get  fufpicions  in  the  hearts  of  poor  convinced  finners,  that  tlvey  will 
not  firid  fuch  a  welcome  entertainment  with  Chrift  as  he  ieems  to 

Jromife  th^m  in  thofe  encouraging  fcriptyres.  Mat.  xi«  28,  29. 
ohn  vi.  37.  but  that  fomethinig  elfe  lies  hid  in  thofe  Scriptures,  as 
^  niyftcry  wluch  they  undeift^d  not^  and  io  by  ihaking  the  af« 
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fenting  ift»  labours  to  hinder  the  accepting  aA  of  fidth.  This  is  a 
cafe  as  common  as  it  is  fad.  The  Lord  help  poor  fouls  to  avoil 
this  foare,  left  inftead  of  honouring  Chrifti  hj  a  refolved  adherence 
to  hiiD)  \htj  make  him  '\  liar»  and  impute  infincerity  to  the  God  of 
truth :  Ar  he  that  believeth  noi  hath  made  him  a  liar, 

DireB*  4.  Look  up  to  God  for  power  to  enable  you  to  come  to 
Chrift  in  this  fopcmatural  and  difficult  work  of  faith.  Don^t  think 
bkh  is  of  the  growth  of  thine  own  heart  \"  **  No  nan  can  come 
<'  unto  me,  (faith  Chrift)  except  my  Father  which  hath  fent  mr» 
"  draw  him.*'  There  is  a  legal  fpirtt  working  under  evangefical 
pretences  in  many  ibals ;  they  look  within  them  to  find  that  which 
is  quite  above  them.  The  apoftle  points  you  to  the  fountain  of 
laith,  in  Eph.  ii.  8.  «  It  is  not  of  yourfelves  $  it  is  the  gift  of 
*^  God."  it  is  <Hie  of  the  greateft  difficukies  in  the  world  to  be- 
lieve. For  if  the  ppwer  of  God  muft  be  owned  as  the  caufe  of 
every  new  degree  of  faith  in  the  greateft  believers  ia  the  world)  at 
uptatflf  Luke  xvH.  5.  «  The  apoMcs  faid  unto  the  Lord,  incrcafe 
**  oar  fidth  y'*  how  much  morois  the  produAioo  of  faith  itfelf,  and 
the  fipft  vkal  aft  thereof  to  be  aitribed  to  the  Almighty  Pbwer  of 
Ged?  .  • 

DinB.  5.  Keeping  thine  eye  of  *expe£bttton  upon  that  Almighty 
Power,  t>ray  and  plead  with  the  Lord  affiduoufly  and  importunal«- 
If  for  the  exerting  that  power  upon  thy  foul ;  and  give  not  over 
thy  fuit,  until  thou  feel  that  power  coming  upon  thee;  The  time 
of  beKeving  h  a  time  of  carneft  pkttding  thine  own  danger  and 
Dcceffity;  and  the'Spirit  of  the  Lord,  improving  them,  willabun- 
(hntly  ianABk  dfee  with  pleas  and  afrguments  to  enforce  this  fuih 
Soeh  as  theCo','{i.}  hordf  I  have  thy  call  and  invitation  |  yea, 
I  have  thy  command  to  encourage  me  to  believe )  it  is  not  pre- 
Ampticm,  therefore,  in  thy  poor  creature,  to  come  after  thou  haft 
invited  and  commanded  me ;  had  ft  thou  not  encouraged  me,  I 
durft  not  have  moved  towards  thee :  Lord,  whofe  word  is  it  ?  1 
John  lit.  23.  b  it  not  thine  own  i  This  makes  my  faith  an  ^£t  of 
obedience.  (2.)  Yea,  Lord,  1  have  thy  promife,  as  well  as  thy 
cotnmattd,~made  upon  no  other  condition  but  my  coming  to  thee* 
Bicffed  Jefiis,  haft  thou  not  faid,  JohnvL  37.  "  Him  tbat  comcth 
"  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out  t^  An  invitation  is  much, 
t»t  thy  promife  is  more*  (3.)  O  my  God,  I  have  not  only  thy 
command,  making  it  my  duty  to  believe,  and  thy  promife  to  en- 
courage me  to  chat  duty,  but  I  have  the  examples  of  other  finners 
that  came  unto  thee  long  ago,  and  thou  didft  not  reje£b  them:  nor 
<io  I  abilfe  thefe  examples  in  drawing  encouragement  frotn  them  ; 
'or  it  was  thy  very  delign  in  recording  them,  that  they  might  be 
fo  many  patterns  to  all  that  (hould  hereafter  believe  on  thee,  1 
^iffi.  i.  16.     (4O  O  my  God^  I  am  ibut  up  under  a  plain  necel- 
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jSty }  I  have  no  other  way  to  take :  thus  ftands  the  cafe  with  m^y 
I  am, beaten  off  from  all  other  refuges ;  there  19  no  help  for  me  in 
angels  nor  in  men^  in  duties  or  felf'-righteournefs;  in  thee  only  my 
Ibul  can  find  reft.  I  am  AiiK  up  to  thee  as  to  the  only  door  of 
hope.  Gal.  iii.  23.  here  I  muft  fpeed  or  periih)  my  foul  is  buN 
dened  and  wearied  \  I  know  not  how  to  difpofe  of  it»  but  into  thy. 
hands ;  nor  where  to  lay  the  burden  of  my  guilt,  but  upon  thee : 
If  I  mifs  h^ret  I  am  gone  for  ever.  (5.)  I#ord»  I  an)  willing  to 
renounce  and  abandon  all  other  hopes,  refiiges,  ^nd  righteoufnefs, 
and  to  Aick  to  and  rely  upon  thee  only.  Duties  cannot  juftify 
me»  tears  cannot  wafli  me,  reformation  Cannot  fave  me }  nothing 
but  thy  righteoufnefs  can  anfwer  my  end  ;  I  come  to  thee  a  poor 
baked  creature,  faying  as  the  church,  Hof.  xiv.  3.  <*  Afliur  ihall 
«  not  fave  us,  &c.  for  in  thee  do  the  fatherkfs  find  mercy." 

^  Thus  plead  it  with  God,  and  ftill  rentember  you  are  pleading  for 
life,  ye%  for  your  eternal  life* 

DireSi*  6.  Labour  to  make  a  refolved  adventure  upon  Chrift, 
amidft  all  thofe  encouragements,  let  the  ifiue  be  what  it  will  s  re- 
iblve  to  venture,  tho'  you  have  not  the  leaft  degree  of  afiiirance 
that  you  fliall  be  accepted  and  pardoned.  This  is  that  Ijrave  and 
noble  a£t  of  &ith,  which  carries  the  foul  to  Chrift :  ihuch  as  £fther 
came  to  the  King,  «  Yet  will  I  go  into  the  king ;  and  if  I  perifti 
<^  I  perifh,''  £fth.  iv.  i6«  It  pities  me  to  think  how  the  &ith  of 
the  ferv^t  love  of  Chrift  alone  fhould  be  enough  to  fave  a  finner, 
and  make  him  juftified  without  any  aA  of  belief  1  but  you  fee  faith 
is  another  matter.  O .  there  are  great  difiiculties  and  mighty 
wrefllings  in  the  work  of  believing ;  it  is  a  great  matter  for  a  poor 
convinced  finner,  in  the  face  of  i'o  much  guilt  and  vilenefs,  and 
amidft  fuch  manifold  damps  and  diicouragements  from  Satan,  to 
caft  and  adventure  himfelf  upon  Chrift,  and  that  upon  fuch  felf- 
denying  terms :  but  the  pinch  of  necefiity  will  bring  the  foul  to 
this,  for  now  it  reafons  with  itfelf  as  the  Lepers  did,  2  Kings  vii. 
4,  5.  If  we  go  to  the  camp  of  the  Afiyrians,  we  can  but  die  i  and 
if  we  abide  here,  we  muft  certainly  die  :  thus  here,  if  I  fit  ftiil  in 
the  ftate  of  nature,  and  ftill  continue  demurring  and  delaying,  my 
damnation  is  unavoid^ible }  to  he;ll  I  muftgo :  and  if  I  caft  oiyfeif 
upon  Chrift,  I  can  but  be  rejeAed.  But  he  hath  faiJ,  He  will  mt 
caft  out  thofe  that  come  unto  him :  in  this  way  of  fiaith  there  is  a  poi^ 
fibility  of  falvation,  yea,  there  dawns  frrm  it  a  ftrong  probability  : 
this  therefore  is  my  only  way  ^  To  him  I  will  gOy  and  if  Iperifby  I 

periftj, 

.  Direcl,  7.  Never  meafure  the  gra^e  of  God,  nor  the  mercy  of 
Chrift,  by  the  rule  of  your  own  narrow  conception  and  apprehen- 
Cons  of  him  ;  but  believe  them  to  be  far  greater  than  your  contraft- 
ed  and  narrow  underftanduig  repre fonts  them  to  you.     Our  cafting 
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of  the  pardoning  pow^  ihd  mercy  of  God  id  the  moiild  of  oiir  own 

thoughts^  disfigures  and  alters  them,  fo  that  they  look  not  liko 

theinfelves,  but  with  a  very  difcouragbg  afpeA  upon  our  fouls  \ 

17  this,  Satan  keeps  off  many  a  foul  from  coming  to  Chrift  2  the 

Lord  knows  how  to  forgive  thee>  tho'  thou  fcarce  knoweft  how  to 

forgive  thyfelf  for  the  injuries  thou  haft  done  againft  him.    That  is 

a  very  confiderable  Scripture  to  this  purpofe^  in  Ifa.  Iv.  7,  8,  9*. 

''  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  hit 

«  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  wlU  have 

<<  mercy  upon  him  \   and  to  our  Ood,   for  he  will  abundantly 

^  pardon.    For  my  thoushts  are  not  your  thoughts,  neither  are 

'<  yoar  ways  my  ways,  faith  the  Lord.    For  as  the  heavens  are 

^  higher  than  the  earth,  fo  are  my  ways  higher  than  your  waysj 

<<  and  my  thoughts  than  yotu*  thoughts.^*      Man  lies  tinder  a 

double  miicry,  one  by  reafon  of  affliction,  another  by  reafon  of 

traofgreflion  \  concerning  both  thefo,  God's  thoughts  are  not  as 

ours,  but  far  above  what  we  can  think :  Either  (i«}  with  fimple 

cogitation ;  L  e<  we  cannot  think  foch  thoughts  to  others,  under 

mHeryin  themfelves,  or  under  tranfgrefflon  againft  us,  as  God 

doth  towards  us.     Ghr  (2.)  by  way  of  refleflive  compreheniion  ; 

i.  e.  we  cannot  conceive  what  thofe  thoughts  of  God  are  towards 

us,  when  we  are  under  mifery  or  fin,  juft  as  he  thinks  them }  ftill 

his  thoughts  will  be  above  ours,  as  the  heavens  are  above  the  earth. 

Such  is  the  altitude  of  heaven  above  the  earth,  that  the  vaft  body 

of  the  whole  earth  is  but  a  fnutll^  inconfiderable  point  to  it ;  the 

higheft  cedars,  mountains,  clouds,  cannot  reach  it:  God^s  thoughts 

are  infinite,  ours  finite  \  his  thoughts  are   continuedj  ours  in* 

terrupted  and  at  a  ftand  \  his  are  immutable,  ours  changeable  ;  his 

are  intuitive,  ours  difcurfive  :  therefore  never  meafure  his  by  your 

own  J  the  thoughts  of  pardoning  grace  in  him,  are  rich,  plenteous 

aud  gbrious \  but  when  our unbelievinghearts  have  pradtifed  upon 

them,  they  are  quite  another  thing.    Thou  fayeft,  how  can  foch 

a  wretch  as  I  obtain  mercy  ?  Thou  knoweft  not,  but  the  Lord 

knoweth*     O  if  we  could  take  in  fuch  a  proper  idea  and  apprehen- 

iioD  of  the  mercy  and  goodnefs  of  God,  as  he  hath  given  of  them 

hiinfelf,  in  Exod.  xxxiv.  6,  7.  this  would  bring  you  to  Chrift  with 

much  encouragement. 

f  Dire8,  8.  Be  not  difcouraged  in  the  work  of  faith,  though  no 
I.'  peace  or  comfort  (hould  come  in  by  the  firft  aA  of  it ;  nay,  though 
there  (hould  be  an  increafo  of  trouble  for  the  prefent :  the  firft  la- 
ving 2&  of  ^th  certainly  puts  you  into  a  ftate  of  peace,  but  it  may 
notprefently  produce  the  fenfe  of  peace ;  you  may,  after  you  have 
believed  and  really  clofed  with  Chrift,  meet  with  fome  difcourage- 
icents  which  may  make  you  queftion  wjiether  Chrift  has  received 
Vol.  IV.  No.  31-  T 
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you  Or  noi  whether  he  has  any  love  for  your  fouls  or  no  ?  Yet  hold 
on,  whether  comfprt  come  or  not ;  though  Chrift  and  comfort  arc 
infeparahle,  yet  Chrift  and  the  fenfe  of  comfort  are  not  fo :  think 
not  that  all  your  troubles  (hall  be  over  as  foon  as  ever  you  believe, 
becaufe  it  is  faid,  Heb.  iv.  3.  We  which  have  believed  do  enter 
into  refi :  That  fcripture  fpeaks  of  aftate  of  reft,  and  not  of  the  prc- 
fent  or  continued  fenic  of  reft.  The  woman  of  Canaan,  in  Matth. 
XV.  26,  27.  did  really  believe  in  Chrift,  yet  met  with  fore  trials  un- 
der the  firft  act  of  her  feith  ?  yet  this  took  her  not  off  from  the 
work  of  faith  \  but  rather  quickened  and  enfiamed  her  the  more ; 
Ihe  was  glad  of  a  word  from  Chrift,  and  (he  expeAed  deeds.  O 
but  the  words  were  discouraging ;  it  is  not  meet  to  take  the  childreris 
breads  and  givt  it  to  dogs  ;  yet  this  beats  not  off  her  faith  5  the  dog 
belongs  to  the  family,  and  cnims  to  the  dog.  O  tvoman,  faith 
Chrift,  great  is  thyfnith.  If  you  refolve  for  Chrift,  you  muft  not 
be  difcouraged }  a  refolute  faith  overcomes  all  difficulties.  Tou 
pray,  you  believe,  and  yet  no  comfort ;  well,  the  vifion  of  peace  is 
for  an  appointed  time,  at  the  end  it  will  fpeak  and  not  lie. 
•  Direk.  9.  In  your  treating  with  Chrift,  have  a  care  of  all  fccret 
referves  that  will  fpoil  the  treaty  betwixt  Chrift  and  you  \  If  I  re- 
gard iniquity  in  my  hearty  God  will  not  hear  my  prayer^,  iaith  Da-' 
vid  :  If  there  be  but  a  refervc  of  one  luft,  that  referve  will  break  off 
the  treaty  :  be  honeft  with  Chrift,  and  fay  not  of  any  fin,  the  Lord 
be  merciful  to  me  in  this ;  and  be  fure  there  be  no  fecret  purpofe  or 
referve  in  thy  heart  for  a  retreat  in  time  of  danger ;  but  embark 
thyfelf  with  Chrift  for  ftorms  and  tempefts,  troubles  and  a£9iAions, 
as  well  as  peace  and  profperiry.  Chrift  beftoWs  himfelf  wholly  up- 
on you,  and  he  expeds  the  fame  from  you ;  give  up  all,  or  you  will 
get  nothing  from  him. 

DireB.  i  o.  Ciofe  up  your-  treaty  with  Chrift  by  a  folemn  cove- 
nant with  him ;  engage  yourfclves  to  be  the  Lord's  :  "  One  (hall 
"  fey,  I  am  the  Lord's :  And  another  (hall  fubfcribe  with  his  hand 
*'  to  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael."  Here  you  have  two  things  to  do : 
(i.)  To  give  yourfelves  up  to  Chrift,  according  to  that  expreffion,' 
2  Cor.  viii.  5.  They  gave  themjelves  to  the  Lord.  Make  your  foql  and 
body,  time  and  talents,  henceforth  to  be  dedicated  things  to  his  fer- 
'  vice.  (2.^  Take  Chrift  in  both  his  natures,  and  in  all  his  offices  to 
be  yours ;  and  to  this  covenant  you  are  to  ftand  to  the  laft  breath,  f 
whatever  times  or  troubles  (hall  come.  This  conlent  of  thy  heart 
to  be  ChrilVs,  this  choice  of  thy  will  in  taking  him  for  thine,  is  but 
the  echo  of  Chrift's  choice  of  thee  ;  and  I  would  rather  have  fuch 
an  evidence  of  my  intereft  in  him,  than  a  voice  from  heaven  to  af- 
fure  me  that  Chrift  is  mine. 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


Englants  Dutf*  143 

SERMON    VIL 

Revel,  iii.  2o» 

Heboid  I Jiand  at  the  door  and  knock:  [jf^^^J  fnan']  hear  my  voke, 
and  open  the  door,  I  wtlTcome  in  to  bim^  and  will/up  with  him^  and 
he  with  me. 

^  any  man^. 

THIS  ezpreffion  extends  the  gracious  offer  of  Chrift,  and 
brings  in  hope  to  every  hearer.  It  is  a  proclamation  with  a 
Zi  quis^  if  any  man  ,*  as  if  Chrifi  (hould  fay,  I  will  have  this  offer  of 
my  grace  to  go  round  to  every  particular  perfon ;  if  thouy  or  thou, 
or  thou,  the  greateft,  the  vileft  of  iinners,  of  what  quality  or  condi- 
tion (bever,  old  or  young,  prdfane  or  hypocritical,  will  hear  my 
voice,  and  open  to  me,  I  will  come  into  their  fouls.  And  hereby 
all  obje<Aions  are  obviated  ;  as  for  example,  I  am  the  greateft  of 
finners,  faith  one  ;  I  have  been  a  felf-cozening  hypocrite,  faith  ano- 
ther ;  I  have  refifted  grace  too  long,  and  doubt  the  time  of  mercy 
is  paft,  faith  a  third.  The  ground  of  all  thefe,  and  a  thoufand 
more  objeAions,  is  tajcen  away  by  the  gracious  extent  of  Chrift's  of- 
fer in  the  text :  for  who  is  he  that  can  limit  where  Chrift  doth  not  2 
This  gives  us  a  feventh  profitable  and  comfortable  Obfervation^ 
which  is  this, 

'  DoA.  7.  That  Jefus  Chrift  nvill  not  rrfufe  to  come  in  to  the  foul  of 
the  vileft^nner^  when  once  it  is  made  highly  willing  to  open  to 

If  any  man  openy  I  will  come  in  to  him.  It  is  not  unworthinefsf 
but  uniinllingnefsj  that  bars  any  man  from  Chrift :  thoufands  have 
miffed  of  Chrift  by  their  unwiilingnefs,  but  Chrift  never  put  off  one 
foul  upon  account  of  its  unworthinefs ;  Chrift  is  not  the  fale  but 
the  gi&  of  God;  you  come  not  to  make  a  bargain,but  toreceivea  free 
gift :  faith  is  a  marriage  with  Chrift,  wherein  nothing  but  our 
hearty  confcnt  is  cxpeftcd  ;  fo  runs  the  ftrain  of  the  whole  Scrip- 
tures, Ifa,  Iv.  I.  ♦<  Ho,  every  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the 
«  waters ;  and  he  that  hath  ho  money,  (i.  e.  no  merit,  no  wor- 
«  thinefs  of  his  own)  let  him  come."  Behold  the  free  grace  of 
Chriil  to  the  vileft  and  imworthieft  of  finners.   So  Rev.  xxiu  T^. 

Eaew  Tij.  ^ualifeunque  fuerii  peuator^  Hypoeriia^  yyi  diu  4>^itit  Evangeno*'^ 
V^my  mam.  Whoever  the  (inner  be,  let  him  be  an  hypocrite,  or  who  hath  long 
refifted  thejgofpel,  &c« 
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f<  Let  him  that  is  a  third  come ;  and  whorocvcr  irill,  let  hhn 
f*  come,  and  take  the  water  of  life  freely."  And,  in  the  very 
phrafe.of  my  text,  he  fpcaks  a^ain,  John  vii,  37.  "  If  any  man 
«  thirift,  let  him  come  to  me  and  drink."  It  is  very  obfervable, 
throughout  the  whole  gofpel,  that  Chrift  never  made  any  obje£tioQ 
againft  any  foul  that  came  to  him  upon  the  account  ofits  finfubiefs 
and  unworthinefs ;  but  all  the  complaints  of  Chrift  arc  ftill  upon 
the  account  of  theur  unwillingnefi.  So  in  his  complaint  over  Jeruf 
falem,  Luke  xiii  34.  «  I  would,  but  you  would  not  j"  fo  again, 
John  V.  40.  <*  You  will  not  come  unto  me,  that  yon  might  have 
«  life."  The  complaint  is  ftill  upon  their  unwillingncft.  In 
ilating  this  point,  I  fliall  doArinally  difcourfe  thefe  two  things  : 

jF/^^,  What  it  is  to  be  truly  willing  to  Fcccive  Jefus  Chrift, 

Seeondfyi  How  it  appears  that  they  who  are  fo,  (hall  certainly  be 
received,  and  gracioufly  accepted  of  him. 

Pirfit  What  it  b  to  be  truly  willing  to  receive  Jefus  Chrift ;  for  - 
this  is  meant  by  opening  to  him.    Now  this  implies,  and  involves 
in  it,  many  great  and  weighty  things. 

I.  It  implies,  and  neceffarily  includes,  the  right  underftanding 
and  true  apprehenfion  of  gofpel  terms  and  articles  3  thefe  muft  be 
known,  pondered,  and  duly  coniidered,  before  the  will  can  fa- 
.  vingly  open,  in  an  a£t  of  confent,  to  Chrift's  offer.  I  deCre  this 
may  be  efpedally  obferved,  beqaufe  multitudes  are  miftaken  and 
deceived  about  this  thing  :  he  that  doth  not  confider,  doth  not  con- 
fent ;  you  muft  exercife  your  underftandings  upon  the  terms  and 
articles  of  Chriftianity,  of  elfe  your  confent  is  rafti,  blindfold,  and 
imftable.  ^This  in  Luke  xiv.  31.  is  called  coxifulting ;.  the  confent 
of  faith  is  the  refult  of  many  previous  confult^tions  and  debates  in 
the  mind  \  the  foul  that  comes  to  Chrift  muft  ^ke  up  religion  in 
his  moft  fedate  and  ferious  thoughts ;  turn  both  fides  of  it,  the 
dark  as  well  as  the  bright  fide  of  religion,  to  the  eye  of  his  mind  ; 
balance  all  the  conveniencies  and  inconvcniencies,  lofles  as  well  as 
gains.  If  I  open  to  Chrift,  this  I  ftiall  gain,  but  that  I  muft  lofe ;  I 
cannot  feparate  Chrift  from  fufierings,  Chrift  will  fcparate  me  from 
my  fins ;  if  I  feck  him,  I  muft  let  them  go ;  if  I  profeis  Chrift,  pror 
videncc  will  one  time  or  other  bring  me  to  this  dilemma^  either 
Chrift  or  earthly  comforts  muft  go,  It  is  neccflary  therefore  that 
I  now  propound  to  myfelf  what  providence  may,  one  time  or  other, 
propound  to  me ;  he  hath  {et  down  his  terms.  Mat.  xvi.  24.  »« If 
f  <  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himfelf,  and  take  up 
'^  his  crofs  and  follow  me.'^  This  felf-denial  deferves  ferious  con- 
fideration ;  for  Chrift  extends  it  to  natural  felf,  righteous  fclf,  and 
ciril  felf  J  and  requires  that  I  give  up  my  life,  my  liberty,  my  eftate, 
my  relations,  and  my  own  righteoufnefs,  as  bard  to  be  parted  with  9s 
any  of  the  former,    I  muft  take  up  my  aofs,  that  is,  the  fufferings 
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mid  troubles  God  fliall  appoint  for  me)  and  which  I  cannot  avoid  or 
cfcapc  without  fin ;  and  I  muft  follow  Chrift,  follow  him  whither- 
foever  he  goes.  I  know  not  what  religion  ma^r  coft  me  before  I 
die ;  all  this  it  hath  coft  others ;  and  there  \\  no  bringing  down 
Chrift's  terms  lower  than  he  hath  laid  them.  I  muft  come  up  to 
theni)  ther  will  not  come  down  to  me ;  if  I  like  them  not  as  Chrift 
bath  left  them^  the  treaty  between  him  and  me  is  ended  \  Mat.  x. 
37,  38.  "  He  that  loveth  father  or  mother  more  than  me,  is  not 
<<  worthy  of  me ;  and  he  that  loveth  Ton  or  daughter  more  than 
w  mcj  B  not  worthy  of  me.  and  he  that  taketh  not  his  crofs,  and 
«  followeth  after  me,  is  not  wprthy  of  me."  Where,  by  worthinefs^ 
wc  arc  not  to  underftand  the  meritorioufncfi  of  theft  afts,  but  the  nc- 
cefTary  qualification  of  the  will,  and  dtie  qualification  of  a  comer  onto 
Chrift ;  thefe  previous  confultations  and  debates  in  the  mind  pre- 
pare and  enable  the  will  to  make  a  ferious  and  well-advifed  choice 
of  Gu-ift ;  and  for  want  of  this,  there  are  fuch  fwarms  of  hypo- 
crites and  apoftates  in  the  world, 

2.  It  implies  fuch  a  fenfe  of  mifery  in  us,  and  of  the  neceflity  and 
excellency  of  Chrift,  as  determines  the  will  to  the  choice  of  him, 
notwithftanding  all  thofe  difticulties  and  troubles  which  have  Alli- 
en, or  can  fall  under  confidcration  and  debate  in  the  mind.  Whep 
the  foul  fees  that  in  Chrift  wiiich  preponderates  all  fuSerings,  all 
loffes,  all  reproaches,  Sec.  and  then  determines,  I  will  have  Chrift, 
though  J  facrificc  all  that  is  dear  to  me  in  the  world  for  him,  this  is 
to  be  truly  willing  to  open  to  Chrift.  It  is  true,  the  enjoyments  of 
this  world  are  underftpod  by  Chriftians  as  much  as  other  men,; 
they  have  a  feeling  fenfe  of  the  fweetnefs  and  comfort  of  earthly 
enjoyments ;  their  fouls  have  as  much  affeflion  to  the  body  as  other 
men  ;  they  underftand  the  charming  language  of  the  world,  and 
their  dear  relations  in  it,  as  well  as  others  ;  only  they  fee  a  greater 
ncccffity  of  Chrift,  and  a  greater  worth  in  Chrift  than  they  do  in 
thefe  things.  You  read,  Jjam  i.  1 1.  that  in  the  famine  of  Jerufa- 
1cm  they  gave  their  pleafant  things  for  meat  to  relieve  their  foul ; 
jewels,  bracelets,  gold,  filver,  any  thing  for  bread :  they  underftood 
the  worth  of  thofe  things,  knew  the  price  and  coft  of  them  )  but 
away  they  go  to  prefcrve  life.  So  it  is  here,  no  earthly  enjoyment, 
of  what  value  ibevcr  it  be,  hath  fuch  an  excellency  in  it,  iuch  an 
abfolute  neceflity  of  enjoying  it  as  Chrift  hath. 

OhjeB.  But  oh  I  faith  the  poor  foul,  who  can  do  this  }  I  am 
willing  to  have  Chrift,  and  to  come  up  to  every  term  he  hath  laid 
down  in  the  gofpel ;  I  am  willing  to  part  with  every  fin,  and  to 
endure  any  fuffcring  for  Chrift :  But  oh !  I  tremble  to  think,  if 
It  (hould  come  to  a  prifon,  to  a  ft?ke,  to  an  adlual  feparation  from 
all  the  comforts  and  relations  in  the  world,  what  (hall  I  do  for 
ftrength  to  go  through  fuch  haf  d  and  difficult  work  as  this !  Here 
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it  the  great  rub  in  die  way  of  many  fouls  \  they  find  a  willingneis, 
but  felr  the  want  of  ftrength- 

Anfw*  How  or  where  you  (hall  find  ftrength  to  endure  and  fuf- 
fcr  thefe  things  for  Chrill,  is  not  the  quefcion  now  before  you : 
God  will  take  care  for  that,  and  it  fhall  be  given  you  in  that  hour, 
and  fo  others  have  found  who  have  had  the  very  fame  fears  you 
have.  I  fay,  the  queftion  is  not  whether  you  be  able,  but  whether 
you  be  heartily  willing  ?  Chrift  a(ks  but  your  will,  he  will  provide 
ability :  The  greateft  believer  in  the  world  cannot  fay,  I  am  able  to 
fiiffer  this  or  th^t  for  Chrift  %  but  the  leaft  believer  in  the  world 
iDuft  fay,  I  am  willing,  the  Lord  afGliing  me,  to  endure  and  fufFer 
all  things  for  his  fake.  And  this  is  the  fecond  thing  included  in 
Opening  to  Chrift. 

3^i  The  third  thing  which  perfects  and  confummates  the  whole 
a£t,  is  an  entire  choice  of  Jefus  Chrift  upon  all  thofe  terms  prefcri- 
bed  by  him  \  the  entirenefs  of  the  choice,  without  halving  or  di- 
Tiding,  excepting  or  refcrving,  making  the  confent  full  andefEec- 
tual.     There  is  a  twofold  confent  of  the  will  to  Chrift. 

(i.)  One  partial,  and  with  exception. 

(a.)  The  other  entire,  and  without  any  refervation. 
(i.)  There  is  a  partial  confent,  which  is  always  hypocritical,  de- 
fective, lame,  and  ineSe6lual ;  thus  the  hypocrite  confents  to  the 
cxfier  of  Chrift  :  He  is  seally  willing  to  have  the  pardons  of  Chrift, 
and  the  glory  purchafed  by  Chrift ;  but  to  part  with  his  beloved 
lofts,  and  to  give  lip  his  earthly  enjoyments^  that  his  will  cannot 
confent  to. 

(a.)  There  is  a  full  and  entire  confent  of  the  will,  called,  A  h^ 
Ecving  ivlth  all  the  hearty  Afts  viii.  34.  Now  this  integrity  and 
fulneis  of  the  will's  choice,  is  that  which  clofes  the  match  betwixt 
Chrift  and  the  foul,  and  frees  a  man  from  the  danger  of  hypocrify. 
And  there  are  three  things  which  make  the  confent  to,  and  choice 
of  Chrift  complete  and  full. 

X .  When  we  give  up  all  we  are  and  have  to  him. 

2.  When  we  derive  and  draw  all  we  want  from  him. 

.3.  When  we  are  ready  to  deny  any  thing  for  his  fake. 
I.  We  do  then  heartily  confent  to  be  Chrift^s,  when  we  give 
up  all  we  are  and  have  to  him  ;  fo  that  after  this  choice  of  Chrift, 
we  look  upon  ourfel\ies  thenceforth  as  none  of  our  own,  but 
bought  with  a  price,  to  glorify  God  in  our  body  and  foul,  which 
are  his,  i  Cor.  vi.  19,  20.  Soul  and  body  are  all  that  we  are,  ahd 
both  thefe  parts  of  ourfelves  do  now  pafs,  by  an  acl  of  our  own  con- 
fent, into  the  Redeemer's  right ;  we  are  not  to  have  the  difpofe  of 
them  ;  that  belongs  to  him  that  purchafed  them.  You  know  in 
all  purchafes,  prc^erty  is  altered  :  You  did  live  as  your  own,,  fol- 
lowed your  own  wills,  lufts,  paiTions,  were  under  the  dominion, 
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and  at  the  beck  of  every  luftj  but  now  the  cafe  is  altered;  Tit.  iiL 
3.  "  We  ourfeLves  were  fometimes  foolifh,  difobedient,  deceived^ 
"  ferving  divers  luf\s  and  pleafures/'*  So  many  lofts,  fo  voxaj 
lords.  But  now  the  cafe  is  altered,  we  have  given  ourfelves  to 
Chrift,  no  more  to  be  fwayed  this  way  or  that  again fl:  his  wordf 
and  the  voice  of  our  own  confcienc^.  Thus  our  fouls  and  bodies 
are  his,  hallowed,  dedicated  things  to  Chrifl,  temples  for  God  to 
dwell  in.  And  then  all  other  things  follow  of  courfe  ;  if  I  am  the 
Lord%  then  my  time,  my  talents,  and  ill  that  I  have  are  hb. 

2.  As  we  muft  give  up  all  to  Chrift,  fo  we  muft  derive  and  draw 
all  we  want  from  him;  elfe  your  choice  of  Chrift  is  not  entire  and 
full :  God  hath  ftored  up  in  Chrift  a]l  that  you  virant,  a  fuitable 
and  full  fupply  for  every  need  ;  and  made  it  all  communicable  to 
you,  I  Cor.  i.  30.  •*  Who  of  God  is  made  unto  us,  wifdom  and 
«  righteoufnefs,  fanAification  and  redemption."  All  the  believer's 
frefli  fprings  are  in  Chrift.  Have  I  any  difficult  bufineis  to  do  that 
requires  counfel  ?  then  I  muft.  repah-  to  Chrift  the  fountain  of 
wifdom  :  Am  I  under  any  guilt  ?  then  I  muft  repair  to  Chrift 
for  righteoufnefs :  Is  my  foul  defiled  by  corruption  ?  then  muft  I 
go  to  Chrift  for  fanAification :  Do  I  groan  under  troubles  of  foul 
or  body,  temptations,  affliftions  ?  &c.  then  muft  I  relieve  myfelf 
by  the  faith  and  hope  of  that  complete  redemption,  and  final  de* 
livchmcc,  procured  by  Chrift  from  all  thefe.  If  you  confent  to  be 
Chrift*s,  you  muft  notlook  for  juftification,  partly  upon  his  righ- 
teoufheis^  and  partly  upon  your  own  graces  and  duties;  but  muft 
make  mention  of  his  righteoufnefs,  «€ven  'of  his  only.  If  there  be 
but  one  conduit  in  a  town,  and  not  a  drop  of  water  to  be  had  elfe* 
where,  then  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  town  repair  thither  for  wa- 
ter. In  the  whole  city  of  God  there  is  but  one  conduit,  one  foun- 
tain, and  that  is  Chrift  ;  there  is  not  one  drop  of  righteoufnefi, 
holincfs,  f^rength  or  comfort  to  be  had  elfewhere.  Then  we  fetch 
all  from  Cf«*ift,  when  we  live  upon  him,  as  the  new-born  infant 
doth  upon  the  mother's  breaft. 

3.  Then  is  our  confent  to,  and  choice  of  Chrift  entire  and  full, 
when  we  are  ready  to  deny,  give  up,  and  part  with  any  thing  we 
have  for  his  fake  ;  reckoning  nothing  to  be  loft  to  us,  which  goes 
to  the  glory  of  Chrift.  How  dear  foever  our  liberties,  eftates  or 
lives  arc  to  us,  if  the-Lord  have  need  of  them,  we  muft  let  them 
go.  Thus  you  read,  Rev.  xii.  11.  "They  loved  not  their  lives 
«  unto  the  death,**  Thefe  three  things  fhew  faving  faith  to  be 
another  manner  of  thing  than  the  world  generally  unclerftands  it 
to  be ;  and  it  is  inipoffible  for  any  man's  will  to  open  to,  and  re- 
ceive Chrift,  upon  terms  of  fuch  deep  fclf-denial  as  thefe,  until 
there  be, 

^    I.  A  conviftionofourfin  andmifery. 
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4.  A  difcovcry  of  Chrift  in  his  glory  and  neccfllty- 
3.  The  drawing  power  of  the  Spirit  upon  the  fouL 

1.  Convi£tion  of  our  (in  and  mifery  makes  thefe  terms  of  reH-^ 
^on  acceptable  \  poor  finners  ftand  debating  with  Chrift,  except^ 
ing  and  objecting  againft  his  terms,  until  the  Lord  hath  flia^cn 
them  by  conviction  over  hell>  made  them  to  fee  the  dreadful  dan- 
ger they  are  in ;  and  then  the  next  cry  is,  AUn  and  brethren^  nuhat 

JbaUnoedo?  Adls  iii.  37.  q.  d.  Prefcribe  any  means,  impofeupoii 
us  the  greateft  difficulties,  we  are  willing  to  coipply  with  them. 

2.  Nor  will  fouls  ever  comply  with  thofe  terms  of  the  gofpel, 
until  a  difcovery  hath  been  made  to  them  of  Jefus  Chrift  in  hb 
glory  and  neceffity.  When  a  man  feels  his  wants,  and  fees  a  com- 
plete remedy,  his  mil  then  complies  and  bows  readily  and  freely  ; 
the  convinced  iinner  fees  a  full  and  fuitable  fopply  in  Chrift  for  all 
his  wants,  a  complete  Saviour,  in  whom  there  b  nothing  defe6tive^ 
but  in  aU  refpe^  according  to  the  wilh  of  a  finner's  heart,  i  Cor. 
i.24.         ' 

3.  To  all  this  muft  be  fuperadded  the  powerful  drawings  of  the 
Spirit,  in  the  virtue  whereof  the  will  comes  home  to  Chrift,  John 
VI.  44.  <<  No  man  can  come  unto  me,  except  the  Father  wluch 
<<  hath  fent  me  draw  him."  When  thefe  things  are  paft  upon  the 
foul,  then  it  hears  Chrift's  voice,  his  powerful  call,  which  breaks 
afunder  all  the  ties  and  bonds  Betwixt  a  man  and  his  lufts  \  a  man 
and  his  earthly  enjoyments  \  and  without  thefe  things  the  will  is 
unperfuadable  to  comply  with  the  difficulties  and  feverities  of  re-« 
ligion.  This  is  the  firft  thing,  what  the  opening  of  the  door,  or 
content  of  the  will  to  receive  Chrift  is. 

Secondly^  The  next  thipg  to  be  opened  in  order  is,  How  it  ap- 
pears that  Jefus  Chrift  will  not  refufe  to  come  into  the  foul  of  any 
{inner,  be  his  (ins  or  unworthinefs  ever  fo  great,  when  once  he  id 
made  heartily  willing  thus  to  embrace  and  receive  Chrift  upon  his 
own  terms.  Oh,  finner!  what  good  tidings  are  thefe  to  thy  foul, 
that  Chrift  will  not  difdain  to  be  in  union  and  communion  with 
thee,  as  vile  as  thou  art,  if  thy  will  ftand  thus  open  to  him  \  The 
tidings  are  fweet,  and  I  hope  thou  wilt  find  them  as  fure  and  cer- 
tain, as  they  are  fweet  and  comfortable,  when  thou  (halt  have  ie- 
rioufly  purfued  and  pondered  the  following  evidences. 

Evidence  I.  The  truth  of  this  fweet  aftertion  cl^rly  evidenceth 
itfelf  from  the  form  and  manner  of  gofpel-invitaticxis.  They  arc 
dcfipnedly  put  into  large,  general,  free,  and  moft  extenfive  terms, 
to  aiTure  linners  that  Chrift  will  not  be  iliy  of  the  worft  finner  in 
the  world,  thus  made  willing  to  embrace  him  ^  they  are  io  framed 
on  purpofe  to  anticipate  or  take  away  all  objeAions  from  (inners.  No 
other  condition  is  put  in  the  gofpcl,  but  this  only.  Art  thou  heartily 
willing  to  take  Chrift  upon  )iis  own  terois  i  The  offers  of  Chrift 
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&re  extended  to  all  that  third  and  deiire  after  himi  John  tiL  37.  to 
thegreateil  of  finnerS)  upon  this  only  condition,  that  they  be  wil- 
ling and  obedienty  Ifa.  i.  1 89  1 9.  <*  Go  preach  the  gofpel  to  every 
**  creature:  He  that  bclieveth  fhall  be  faved,"  Mark  xvi.  15,  16* 
It  is  extended  to  all  nations,  "  For  in  Chrift  Jefus  there  is  neither 
"  Greek  nor  Jew,  circumciflon  nor  uncircumcifion.  Barbarian, 
"  Scythian,  bond  nor  free,"  Col.  iii.  11.  «« If  there  be  any  poor 
foul  of  any  quality  or  condition  whatibever,  under  the  cope  of 
heaven,  whofe  will  is  wrought  up  to  a  hearty  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  the  gofpel,  Chriit  will  not  be  (hy  of  conung  into  that 
foul,  though  it  hath  been  never  fo  vile  and*abominable;  the  heart 
of  a  Mary  Magdalen,  which  had  been  an  habitation  of  devils;  the 
foul  of  a  Saul,  a  bloody,  raging  periecutor,  will  make  as  delight- 
ful habitations  for  Chriil,  as  the  foul  of  the  moil  civilized  perfoa 
in  the  world,  when  once  the  will  is  thus  opened* 

Evidence  2.  The  truth  o!  this  ailertion  further  appears  from 
the  encouraging  promifes  made  by  Chrift  unto  all  who  are  thus 
made  willing  to  come  unto  him.  All  the  promifes,  with  one  mouth, 
affiire  the  willing  iinner  of  a  welcome  with  Chrift  \  fo  doth  that 
glorious  promife,  to  which  fo  many  thoufand  fouls  have  been 
beholden  for  encouragement  and  help  at  their  firft  coming  to 
Chrift;  John  vi.  37,  38.  <*  All  that  the  Father  giveth  me,  ihall 
"  come  to  me ;  and  him  that  cometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no  wife 
*'  caftout:  For  I  came  down  from  heaven  not  to  do  mine  own  will, 
"  but  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me."  Note  here,  (i.)  That  this 
is  not  a  promife  made  to  them  that  are  ^b•eady  in  Chrift,  that  they 
ihall  never  be  caft  out  by  apoftafy,  or  final  defertion  ;  but  it  is  a 
promife  made  to  coming  fouls,  to  fuch  as  are  moving  towards 
Chrift,  under  great  difcouragements,  fears  and  tremblings.  When 
3  poorfinner  looks  to  Chrift,  fees  his  fulnefs  and  fuitablenefs,  and 
fees  the  pinching  need  and  want  of  him  ;  O,  faith  he,  that  I  had 
an  intereft  in  him,  though  I  Ihould  beg  my  bread  in  defolate 
places  !  But  looking  into  his  own  heart,  and  feeing  fuch  a  heap 
of  guilt  and  unworthinefs  there,  then  faith  he,  how  can  I  think 
tbat  ever  Jefus  Chrift  will  come  into  fuch  a  heart  as  this  ?  Thefe 
^e  the  perfons  upon  whom  this  promife  cafts  an  encouraging  af- 
pcct.  (2,)  And  becaufe  the  fears  of  fuch  poor  creatures  are  dou- 
ble to  the  fjpars  that  others  have,  Chrift  hath  put  a  double  negative 
into  this  promife,.  for  the  foul's  encouragement;  "I  will  not,  in 
"  no  cafe,  or  at  any  hand,  caft  out  fuch  a  foul  ;is  this."  (3.)  And 
to  put  all  out  of  doubt,  he  doth  not  only  alfure  the  foul  that  he 
will  not,  but  condelcends  to  give  it  the  reafon  why  he  will  not  caft 
« out,  ytr.  38.  "I  came  down  from  heaven  not  to  do  mine  own 
"  will,  but  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me."  As  if  he  Ihould  fay, 
Vol-  IV.  U 
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this  was  the  very  errand  upon, which  I  came  down  from  heaven ; 
it  was  my  great  bulinefs  to  receive  all  that  were  made  willing  to 
embrace  me ;  for  this  I  had  my  Father's, commifiion,  Ifa.  Ixi.  i. 
<<  To  preach  good  tidings  to  the  meek,  and  to  bind  up  the  broken* 
*«  hearted  ;  and  to  comfort  all  them  that  mourn/'     I  cannot  be 
faithful  to  the  truft  committed  to  me  by  my  Father,  (hould  I  (hut 
the  door  upon  fuch  fouls.     How  can  Chriil  comfort  the  foul  that 
mourns,  but  by  opening  his  arms  of  mercy  to  receive  it  ?  If  Chrift 
ihould  fay  to  the  convinced  mourning  {inner,  hold  thy  peace,  foul, 
I  will  give  thee  riches,  honours^  and  pleafures  in  the  world  ;  but 
as  for  me,  thou  canft  liot  have  union  with  me.     I  fay,  this  would 
never  comfort  the  heart  of  a  convinced  iinner ;  it  is  Chrift,  and 
none  but  Chrift,  can  quiet  it.     Like  unto  this,  is*  that  teftimony 
and  promife  made  on  purpofe  for  the  encouragement  of  willing 
fouls,  A^  X.  44.    <<  To  him  give  all  the  prophets  witnefs,  that 
<<  through  his  name,  whofoever  believeth  in  him  (hall  receive  re- 
•*  miffion  of  fins.*'    This  you  fee  is  a  truth  confirmed  by  the  tefti- 
mony  of  all  the  prophets,  who  foretold  what  his  gracious  readinefs 
to  receive  poor  broken-hearted  finners  ihould  be ;  and  fure  they 
neither  did,  nor  could  confpire  to  deceive  the  world.     Thefe  gra- 
cious afltirances  and  promifes  cut  off  all  pleas  againft  faith,  from 
the  greatnefs  of  fin  $  and  why  fhould  we  except,  where  God  hath 
not  excepted  ?     Had  Chrift  faid,  all  fioners  of  fuch  a  fize  and  de* 
gree  may  come  unto  me,  but  let  all  others  ftand  back,  the  cafe  had 
been  otherwife ;  but  this  promife  aiTures  us,  that  all  the  fincerely 
wiUing,  (hall  be  truly  welcome  to  Jefus  Chrift.     Moreover,  thefe 
i)ntverfal  promifes  take  away  all  fear  and  doubt  of  prefumptton  in 
coming  to  Chrift.  That  is  the  cafe  of  many  a  poor  foul.  I  am  afraid 
1  am  running  out  of  defpair  into  prefumption ;  I  doubt  I  am  an 
unbidden,  and  therefore  (hall  be  an  unwelcome  gueft  to  Chrift. 
All  this  is  prevented  and  cut  off  by  thefe  fweet  univerfal  terms  in* 
icrted  on  purpofe  in  thefe  promifes  for  our  encouragement.     That 
is  tht;  fecoTid  evidence  of  this  truth. 

Evidence  3.  The  willingnefs  of  Chrift  to  receive  the  willing  foul, 
how  many  and  great  foever  its  fins  and  unworthinefs  be,  appears 
from  the  aclual  grants  of  pardon  and  mercy,  even  to  the  vileft  fin- 
ners  that  ever  were  upon  the  earth,  when  they  thus  came  unto  him. 
Here  you  fee  how  the  waters  of  free-grace  rife  higher  and  higher. 
An  invitation  is  much;  a  promife  of  welcome  is  more  ^  but  the 
afhial  grant  of  mercy  is  moft  fatisfying  of  all.  Come  on^  poor 
trembling  foul,  don't  be  difcouraged,  ftrctch  out  the  fmall  weak 
arms  of  thy  faith  to  that  great  and  gracious  Redeemer  ^  open  thy 
heart  wide  to  receive  him  5  he  will  not  refufe  to  come  in.  He  hath 
fealed  thoufands  of  pardons  to  as  vile  wretches  as  thyfelf ;  he  never 
yet  fhut  the  door  of  mercy  upon  a  willingj  hungering  iouL    It  is  a 
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great  matter  to  have  the  way  beaten^  and  the  ice  broken  before 
diee,  in  thy  way  to  CliriA.  If  thou  wert  the  firfl:  (inner  that  had 
caft  his  foul  upon  Chrift,  I  confefs  I  (hould  want  this  encourage* 
ment  I  am  now  giving  thee  ;  but  when  fo  many  have  gone  b^ore 
thee,  and  all  found  a  weicqme  beyond  their  expeftation,  what  en* 
cooragement  doth  this  breathe  into  thy  trembling,  difcouraged  heart 
to  go  on  and  venture  thyfelf  upon  Chrift,  as  they  did  ?  What  an 
example  have  we  ivt  Manaileh>  2  Chron.  xxxiii.  from  ver.  3.  to 
12.  An  idolaUr^  one  that  uied  enchantments  and  divinations,  ia* 
miliar  fpirits,  (bed  innocent  blood  in  the  ftrects  of  Jerufalem !  A 
man  might  rake  the  world,  and  hardly  bring  to  fight  a  viler  wretch, 
a  greater  monfter  in  fin  and  wickednefs ;  yet  his  heart  being  bro« 
Icen,  and  his  will  bowed,  this  man  found  mercy.  How  great  a  ' 
finner  was  Mary,  that  came  to  Chriil  in  the  houfe  of  Simon  the 
Pharifee,  Luke  vii.  ^9.  fo  notorious  a  finner,  that  Simon  took  of- 
fence at  Chrift  for  mffering  fb  vile  a  wretch  to  come  into  his  pre* 
.  fence.  «  If  tlus  man  were  a  Prophet,  (faith  he)  he  would  have 
"  known  who,  and  what  manner  of  woman  this  is  that  touched 
"  him,  for  fhe  b  a  finner.  Yet  Mary's  heart  being  broken  for 
fin,  and  made  willing  to  accept  of  a  Saviour,  what  a  gracious  de* 
monftration  of  welcome  did  Chrift  give  her,  and  to  all  other  fin* 
ners  a  fingular  encouragement  in  her  example  i  Once  more,  you 
have  an  eminent  example  of  the  abundant  j^elcome  of  another  fin- 
ner to  Chrift,  who  owned  himfelf  for  the  greateft  of  finners  \  a 
perfecutor,  a  blafphemer,  injurious  \  but  faith  he,  /  obtained  merej^ 
I  Tim.  1.  16.  And  the  example  of  his  gracious  entertainment 
with  Chrift,  is  recorded  on  purpofe  for  an  encouragement  unto  all 
that  flibuld  hereafter  believe.  How  many  thoufands  are  now  in 
hell  that  never  ftood  guilty  of  greater  enormities  than  the  Corinth- 
ians did?  Fornicators,  idolaters,  adulterers,  thieves,  covetous, 
drunkards,  revilers,  extortioners,  fuch  were  fome  of  them  \  yet 
fan£tified,  waflied,  juftified,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and 
by  the  Spirit  of  our  God.  If  ever -Chrift  would  have  fhut  the  door 
of  mercy  upon  any  ;  if  ever  he  would  have  been  coy  and  (hy  of 
coming  into  any  fouls,  certainly  thefe  were  the  fouls  he  would  have 
dirdained  to  come  near.  Oh  what  a  demonftration  is  here  of  that 
comfortable  point  before  us !  That  Ciirift  will  not  refufe  to  come 
into  the  foul  of  the  vileft  finner,  when  once  it  is  made  heartily 
willing  to  open  to  him. 

Ewdence  4.  A  further  evidence  of  this  comfortable  truth  ihall 
be  taken  from  the  fcnpturaUrefimUances  of  the  abundant  grace^of 
God,  and  riches  of  mercy  in  Chrift,  towards  all  broken-hearted 
and  willing  finners.  There  are  fome  chofen  rcfemblances  and  ex- 
cellent emblems,  which  bring  down  the  grace  of  God  before  the 
eyes  of  men}  amongft  which  I  will  fingle  out  three  glorious  refem- 
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blances  of  frcc-gracc,  chofen  by  his  wifdom  on  puq^fe  for  the  en* 
couragement  of  poor  drooping  iipners.  A  refemblance  from  the 
heavens,  a  refpmblance  from  the  fun,  and  a  refemblance  from  the 
fea ;  all  fuch  as  the  wifdom  of  men  and  angels  could  never  hsnre 
choicn  for  fuch  a  purpofe  as  this  is,    « 

I.  A  refemblance  from  the  heavens,  thofe  vad  extended  hea« 
vens  that  cover  and  compafs  this  earth.  What  an  inconfiderable 
fpot  is  the  whole  terrcdrial  globe,  to  thofe  high  and  alUfurrounding 
heavens?  And  yet  thefe  heavens  are  not  at  fo  vaft  a  diftance  above 
the  earth,  as  the  pardoning  grace  of  God  is  above  the  guilt,  yea, 
and  the  very  thoughts  of  poor  finners.  For,  of  the  pardoning 
grace  of  God  to  penitent  and  willing  fouls,  that  precious  fcripture 
fpeaks,  Ifa  Iv.  8>  9.  <<  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the 
<<  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  unto  the 
<<  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him  \  and  to  our  God,  for 
<<  he.  will  abundantly  pardon.''  O,  faith  the  foul,  I  cannot  think 
Gk)d  will  ever  have  mercy  on  fuch  a  wretch  as  I ;  why,  faith  he, 
ver.  8.  "  My  thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts,"  and  it  is  well  they 
are  not ;  <*  but  as  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  fo  are 
♦*  my  thoughts  higher  than  your  thoughts."  You  cannot  take  the 
height,  nor  found  the  depth  of  my  pardoning  grace.  That  is  one 
emblem,  from  the  unconceivable  height  of  the  heavens  above  the 
earth. 

a.  Another  is  taken  from  the  fun  in  the  heavens,  a  creature  of 
admirable  power  and  virtue.  You  know,  that  anon  this  part  of  the 
world  will  be  the  throne  of  darknefs  \  the  fable  curtains  of  the 
night  will  be  fpread  over  all  the  beauties  of  this  part  of  thj  earth, 
aijd  it  may  be  in  the  morning  a  thick  fog  or  mid  will  c^ver  it  } 
thick  and  dark  clouds  may  darken  the  heavens  :  But,  behold  this 
glorious  creature  the  fun  chafing  before  him  the  darknefs  of  the 
night,  breaking  up  the  mifls  and  fogs  of  the  morning,  fcattering 
the  dark  and  thick  clouds  of  heaven  ;  they  are  all  gone,  and  there 
b  no  appearance  of  them  :  Juft  fo,  faith  God,  (hall  it  be  with  thy 
fins,  and  thy  cloudy  fears  arifing  out  of  lin,  Ifa.  xliv.  2a.  ^*  I  have 
<<  blotted  out  as  a  thick  cloud  thy  tranfgreffions,  and  as  a  cloud  thy 
*<  fins."  Thy  foul  is  beclouded,  thy  fears  have  bemifted  thee,  fo 
that  thou  canfl  not  fee  the  grounds  of  thy  encouragement  \  but  my 
grace  (hall  rife  upon  thee  like  the  fun  in  the  heavens,  and  fcatter  all 
thefc  difmal  clouds  both  of  guilt  and  fear,  and  make  a  clear  heaven 
over  thee,  and  a  clear  foul  within  thee.  <«  Unto  you  that  fear 
<<  my  name  fhall  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  arife  with  healing  under 
<*  his  wings,"  Mai.  iv.  2. 

3.  Another  refemblance  you  have  from  tht  fea^  the  great  abyis^ 
that  vaft  congregation  of  waters,  whofe  depth  no  line  can  fathom  : 
Yecr  out  as  much  line  as  you  will,  you  cannot  touch  the  bottoqi. 
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To  this  unfathomable  ocean  the  pardoning  grace  of  God  is  alio  re- 
iembied^  Micah  vU.  18,  19.  <«  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee»tlut 
**  pardoneth  iniquity,  and  paflcth  by  the  tranfgrcffion  of  the  rea- 
**  nant  of  his  heritage :  He  retaineth  not  his  anc^er  for  ever,  be- 
<^  caufe  he  delighteth  in  mercy.  He  will  turn  again,  he  will  have 
<<  companion  upon  us ;  he  will  fubdue  our  iniquities^  and  thoi 
^  wilt  caft  all  their  fins  into  the  depths  of  the  fea."  If  the  loftiet 
yjnxmdf  or  higheft  mountain  were  cad  into  the  depth  of  the  {ea^ 
it  would  never  be  feen  more  by  the  eyes  of  men.  pod  hath  on 
parpofe  chofen  theie  emblems  of  his  grace,  to  obviate  that  common 
dlfcouragement  of  Satan,  taken  from  the  greatneis  and  aggravation 
of  fiQ  ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  thou  art  to  make  ufe  of  them,  and  blels 
the  Lord  for  them  :  He  never  defigned  them  for  encouragement 
to  fm,  but  for  encouragement  to  repentance  and  faith.  That  is 
the  fourth  evidence  of  the  truth  before  us* 

Evidence  5.  The  truth  of  this  conclufion  will  alfo  evidently 
appear  from  the  innate  chara^ers  and  properties  of  the  grace  and 
pardoning  mercy  of  God  towards  penitent  and  hungering  linners. 
Now  there  are  three  glorious  charadters  of  Divine  grace,  which  do 
all  affiire  fuch  finners  of  welcome  to  Chrift,  whatever  they  have  been 
or  done.  The  grace  of  God  Ihines  forth  in  fcripture  in  three  illu& 
^ous  characters.  , . 

1.  As  fuperabounding grace. 

2.  As  free  grace. 

3.  As  grace  exercifed  with  delight. 

1.  It  is  fuperabounding  grace.  Waters  do  not  fo  abound  in  the 
ocean,  nor  light  in  the  fun,  as  grace  and  compafiiou  do  in  the  bow- 
els  of  God  towards  broken-hearted  and  hungry  iinners,  Ifa.  Iv.  6. 
*'  Let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy,  upon 
"  him;  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon.".  The 
compaffions  of  our  God  inferted  that  word  on  pur)K>re  to  relieve 
poor  fouls,  fainting  under  the  fenfe  of  their  abounding  iniquities. 
Here  is  abundant  pardon  for  abounding  guilt ;  and  yet,  led  a  def- 
ponding  linner  (hould  not  find  enough  here  to  quiet  his  fears,  the 
Lord  goes  yet  farther  in  £he  expreflion  of  his  grace,  Rom.  v.  20. 
"  Where  fin  abounded,  grace  did  much  more  abound."  It  over- 
flowed all  the  bounds,  it  rofe  quite  above  the  high-water-mark  of 
iia  and  guilt ;  but  thefe  overflowings  of  grace  run  only  through  that 
channel  of  all  grace,  Jefus  Chriil,  to  broken-hearted  and  obedient 
finners. 

2.  The  grace  of  God  to  fuch  fouls  is  free  j  every  way  free ;  it 
is  the  very  defign  of  the  gofpel  tp  exhibit  it  in  this  its  glory.  It 
cods  you  nothing  but  acceptance ;  it  is  free  without  merit ;  yea, 
fee  againfi:  merit.  You  can  defprve  nothing  of  God,  therefore 
bis  grace  i^  free  without  merit  j  yea,  you  have  deferved  bell  as  of- 
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ten  as  you  have  finned  againft  him)  and  fo  it  is  free  againft  merit. 
If  a  pardon  were  to  be  purchafed  by  us,  we  want  a  (lock  for  fuch  a 
ptrchafe ;  neither  can  we  borrow  from  men  or  angels  a  fufficient 
Ittn  for  fuch  a  purchafe :  blelTed  be  God  therefore}  that  it  flows 
liccly  to  us  without  qioney  and  without  price,  Ifa.  Iv.  2. 

3.  Grace  glories  in  another  property  alfo,  which  is  very  encoo- 
iBging  to  the  ioul  of  a  drooping  iihner,  viz.  That  it  is  the  darling 
attribute  which  God  greatly  delights  to  exercifc.  The  tender 
mother  draws  not  out  her  aching  breaft  with  fuch  delight  to  her 
hungry  crying  child,  as  the  Lord  doth  his  merpy  and  compafBoR  to 
broken-hearted  and  hungry  (inners.  In  this  attribute,  and  in  this 
property  of  it,  his  people  therefore  admire  him,  Micah  vii.  18. 
•*  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee,  that  pardoneth  iniquity,  and  paf- 
•*  feth  by  the  tranfgreffion  of  the  remnant  of  his  heritage  i  he  rc- 
«  taineth  not  his  anger  for  ever,  becaufe  he  delighteth  in  mercy." 
You  cannot  put  Jefus  Chrift  upon  a  more  delightful  employment^ 
than  to  lund  up  the  wounds,  and  fet  the  broken  bones  of  poor  con- 
vinced humbled  finners.  Let  every  fuch  foul  come  to  Chriil  and 
welcome ;  for  he  greatly  delights  in  fuch  employments. 

Evidence  6,  Such  finners  need  not  doubt  a  welcome  reception 
with  Chrifl ;  for  fliould  he  reject,  and  turn  back  fuch  as  thcfe, 
then  none  can  have  the  benefit  of  his  blood  ;  and,  confequently, 
it  mud  be  (hed  in  vain,  as  water  fpilt  upon  the  ground.  The  blood 
of  Chrifl  is  invaluably  precious,  and  it  cannot  be  loft ;  it  were  a 
defperate  impeachment  of  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God  to 
think  fo  ;  yet  fo  it  mufl  be,  if  broken-hearted  and  willing  fouls  be 
Tcjefted  and  turned  back  from  him.  There  are  but  two  forts  in 
all  the  world,  viz.  hardened  and  broken-hearted  finners ;  wil- 
ling and  unwilling  finners.  The  whole  world  (alls  into  theic  two 
ranks.  As  for  impenitent,  hardened,  and  obiHnate  finners,  it  is 
certain  they  can  have  no  benefit  by  the  bk)od  of  Chrifl_}  they 
ihall  die  in  iheir  fins  -,  the  gofpel  cuts  them  off  (fo  continuing) 
from  all  expeftation  of  pardon  and  mercy.  Now  thtre  is  but  one 
fort  of  finners  more  left  in  the  world,  and  they  are  convinced  and 
humbled  finners,  who  are  made  hjeartily  willing  to  receive  Chrift 
upon  his  own  tenns  *,  who  fVretch  forth  the  hands  of  their  defircs 
to  him,  and  pant  after  an  intereft  in  him.  Should  Chrift  reject 
thefe  alfo,  who  then  fhall  receive  the  behefit  of  his  blood  i  did 
Chrift  die  in  vain  ?  or.  can  the  counfels  of  heaven  prove  abortive  ? 
No;  fear  not  therefore  to  go  to  Chrift,  thou  broken-hearted 
finner,  thou  poor  panting,  longing  foul ;  fear  not,  he  will  not  cafl 
thee  out. 

Evidince  7.  Moreover,  for  the  encouragement  of  all  fuch'fbuls^ 
mercy  and  pardon  are  defigned  for,  and  bcftowed  upon,  the  great- 
eft  and  viltrft  of  finners  \  to  enhance  and  raife  the  glory  of  free 
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grace  to  the  higheft  pitch.  God  picks  out  fuch  iinners  as  you  are^ 
on  piirpofe  to  iUuftrate  the  glory  of  his  grace  in  and  upon  you : 
he  knows  that  you,  to  whoip  {0  much  is  forgiven,  will  love  much, 
Luke  vii.  47.  Ye  that  have  done  fo  much  again fl  his  name  and  ^ 
glory,  will  excel  others  in  zeal  and  obedience,  i  Cor.  xv.  9,  lOw 
You  will  go  beyond  others  in  fervice  for  God,  as  you  have  done  in 
finning  againft  him.  All  thefe  things  laid  together,  make  up  a  (iill 
demonftntion  of  the  point,  That  Jt/uj  Chrift  nvill  mt  refufe  to  came 
into  the  foul  of  the  vilefijinniry  when  once  it  if  made  heartily  willing  /# 
9pen  unto  him  :  which  was  the  thing  to  be  proved  ;  and  now  our 
way  is  open  to  the  application  of  the  point,  which  will  be  exceeding 
ufdulfor  information,  exhortation,  and  confolation. 

I.  Ufcf  for  Information. 

Infer.  K  Learn  hence^  what  an  invaluable  mercy  it  is  to  enjoy  the 
gofpel  in  its  light  and  liberty^  which  is  fo  great  a  relief  to  the  difireffid 
cwfdences  offnners. 

Here  only  that  balm  is  to  be  found  that  heals  your  fpiritual  wounds. 
Tlie  gofpel  hath  been  a  low-priced  commodity  in  England  :  The 
Lord  pardon  the  guilt  thereof  to  us.  Ah !  brethren,  if  you  were 
in  the  heathen  world  with  your  (ick  and  wounded  confcirnces,  what 
would  you  do  i  There  are  no  Bibles,  minifters,  or  promifes,  not  a 
breath  of  Chrift,  or  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  which  are  the  true 
and  proper  remedies  of  fick  fouls.  That  is  a  pitiful  cry,  Micah  ▼!• 
6.  "  Wherewith  ihall  I  come  before  the  Lord,  and  bow  myfelf 
<<  before  the  high  God  ?  Shall  I  come  before  him  with  burnt-of* 
"  feringf  with  c^ves  of  a  year  old  ?  Will  the  Lord  be  pleafed  with 
"  thouGuids  of  rams,  or  ten  thoufand  rivers  of  oil  ?  Shall  I  ^vc 
^  ny  firft-bom  for  my  tranfgreffion  ;  the  fruit  of  my  body  for  the 
*<  fin  of  my  foul  ?''  Behold  here  the  anguiih  of  a  diftrefled,  fin- 
burdened  confoience  ;  it  wou}d  give  up  any  thing  in  the  world  for 
peace  and  eafo  :  they  would  caft  their  children,  theur  deareft  chil- 
dren, their  firft-born  into  the  burning  flames,  if  that  might  be  an 
atonement  for  their  fins.  Oh  the  efficacy  of  confcience !  and  the 
mifery  of  an  unrelieved  confcience !  but  the  gofpel  which  you  en- 
joy leads  you  to  the  fountain  of  pardon  and  peace,  Ifa.  liii.  5.  <*By 
**  his  ftripes  ve  are  healed."  The  voice  of  the  gofpel  is  peace^ 
peace  to  every  one  that  believeth  ;  a  rational  peace,  founded  upon 
the  foil  £fttisfa£tion  of  Chnft,  £ph.  i.  7.  «<  In  whom  we  ha^e  re- 
'<  d|mption  througli  his  blood,  even  the  forgivenefs  of  fins, 
'*  according  to  the  riches  of  his  grace.''  Here  you  fee  juftice  and 
mercy  kiffing  each  other  \  God  fatisfied,  and  the  (inner  juftified  : 
for  confidence  demands  as  much  to  fatisfy  it,  as  God  demands  to  fa- 
tisfy  him  j  if  God  be  fatisfied,  confcience  is  fatisfied.  «  O  blelled 
"  $tfe  the  people  that  hear  this  joyful  found/'  Pfalm  Ixxxix.  15. 
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Andy  doubtlefs,  it  is  a  joyful  found  to  every  convinced  humbfecj 
foul.  "  Beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  Ihem  that 
«*  bring  good  tidings,  that  publifti  peace."  It  is  a  gofpel  worthy  of 
-  all  acceptation,  i  Tim.  i.  15.  It  brings  with  it  a  fulnefs  of  blet- 
fings  among  the  people.  O  England  !  O  Dartmouth  !  Provoke 
not  thy  God  to  extinguifh  thi3  blefled  light*  Great  is  our  wanton- 
ncfs,  and  ominous  is  our  barrenne(s  and  ingratitude.  "  Yet  a 
«*  little  while  the  light  is  with  you,  walk  whilfl  ye  have  the  light, 
•«  left  darknefs  come  upon  you  ;  for  he  that  walketh  in  darknefs 
<*  knoweth  not  whither  he  goeth,"  John  xii.  35.  Should  God 
blow  out  this  light,  whither  will  ye  go  i  Who  (hall  pour  in  balm  ' 
to  your  dUlreflcd  bleeding  confciences  ? 

InJtr.  2.  Hence  J  in  like  manner  it  follows  j  that  the  greatnefs  or 
heimufnefs  ofpafljins  is  no  bar  to  believing  and  accepting  Chrtjl  upon  gof^ 
pel-terms.     Let  no  finncr  be  difmayed  by  the  atrocity  and  heinouf- 
nefs  of  fins  paft,  from  coming  unto  Jefus  Chrift  for  rcmiffion  and 
peace.     I  am  aware  what  mifchievous  uie  Satan  makes  of  former 
iins  to  difcourage  fouls  from  the  work  of  faith.     By  heaping  them 
together,  he  raifeth  up  a  mountain  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  diftref^ 
fed  foul ;  but  behold  this  day  Chrift  leaping  over  thefe  mountains, 
and  fkipping  over  thefe  hills.     Could  this  objection  be  rolled  out 
of  the  way,  fin ners  would  go  on  in  hope  ;  but,  certainly,  if  God 
hath  given  thee  a  broken  heart  and  a  willing  mind,  the  greatnc{s 
of  thy  fin  needs  not  difcourage  thee  from  believing.   For,  ( i.)  thou 
haft  fufficient  encouragement  from  the  fufficiency  of  the  caufes  of 
pardon,  whatever  thy  particular  enormities  have  been*    There  is 
a  fufficiency  in  the  impulfive  cafe,  the  free  grace  and  mercy  of  God, 
Exod.  xxxiv.  6,  7,  Micah  vii.  18,  19.  Ifa.  Iv.  7,  8,  9.  v  It  is  well 
there  is  mercy  enough  in  God  to  heal  and  cover  all ;  and  there  is 
no  lefs  fufficiency  in  the  meritorious  caufc  of  pardon,  the  blood  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  which  taketh  j|way  all  fin,  i  John  i.  7.  John  i.  29, 
And  it  muft  needs  be  fo  becaufe  it  is  Divine  blood,  Adls  xx.  28. 
Neither  is  there  any  dcfeft  in  the  applying  caufe,  the  Spirit  of  God^ 
who  hath  already  begun  to  work  upon  thy  heart,  and  is  able  to 
break  it  and  bow  it,  and  bring  it  home  fully  to  Chrift,  and  to  com-^ 
plete  the  work  of  faith  upon  thee  with  power.     Thou  complaineft, 
thou  canft  not  mourn  nor  believe  as  thou  wouldft ;  but  he  wants 
no  ability  to  fupply  all  the  defefts  of  thy  repentance  and  faith. 
Well  then,  if  the  mercy  of  God  be  fufficient  to  pardon  the  fin  of 
a  creature  \  if  the  blood  of  Chrift,  the  treafures  and  revenues  of  a 
king,  be  able  to  pay  the  debts  of  a  beggar  \  if  the  Spirit  of  God, 
who  works  by  an  Almighty  Power,  be  able  to  convince  thee  of 
righteoufncfs,  as  well  as  fin,  John  xvi.  9.  I  fay,  if  all  thefe  three 
caufes  of  forgivenefs  be  fufficient,  every  one  in  its  kind,  the  firft 
to  move,  the  fccond  to  purchafe,  and  the  third  to  apply  ;  what 
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Dndefs  but  thy  trembling  confcience  fbould  go  to  Chriil^  and  thy 
difcooraged  foul  move  onward  with  hope>  in  the  way  of  believing^ 
whatever  thy  former  enormities  have  been^    (2*)-^^  ^^  ^^^ 
glory  to  his  name>  out  of  the  greathefs  of  the  fini  he  pardoneth^ 
then  the  gH^tnefs  of  fin  can  be  no  difcouragement  to  believing  % 
Dut  fo  God  doth  \  he  raifeth  the  glory  of  his  name  front  the  mul- 
titude and  magnitude  of  the -fins  he  pardoneth,  Jer.  xxxiii.  89*9* 
"  I  will  cleanfe  them  from  all  thc^ir  iniquity,  whereby  they  have  fin-* 
'<  ned  againft  me  }  smd  will  pardon  their  iniquities  whereby  they 
^<  have  finned,  and  whereby  they  have  tranfgreflcd  againfl  me  | 
<<  and  it  fhall  be  to  me  a  name  of  joy,  a  prsdfe  and  an  honour  be- 
<<  fore  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  which  fhall  he^  all  the  good  t 
"  do  unto  them.  And  they  fhall  feaf  and  tremble  for  all  the  good- 
<<  nefS|  and  for  all  the  profperity  that  I  procure  unto  it."    As  a 
cure  performed  upon  a  man  labouring  under  a  defperate  difeafe ;  it. 
magnifies  the  phyfician,  and  fpreads  his  name  far  and  near.     The 
devil  envies  God  this  glory,  and  thy  foul  this  comfort ;  and  there- 
fore fcares  thee  aS  from  Chrift,  by  the  aggravations  of  thy  fins. 
Bavid  was  willing  to  give  God  the  glory  of  pardoning  his  gi^eat  ini- 
quities, and  with  that  very  argument  moves  him  for  a  pardpuj  PfaL 
ixv.  II."  Pardon  my  iniquity,  for  it  is  great."     You  fee  there 
are  ftrange  ways  of  arguing  in  fcripture,  which  are  not  in  ufe 
among  men  ;  this  is  one,  "  Lord,  pardon  my  fin,  for  it  is  great." 
He  doth  not  fay,  Lord  pardon  U^for  it  is  but  a  fms^U  offence  ;  no, 
but  pardon  it  becaufe  it  is  great  /  and  the  greater  it  is,  the  greater 
glory  wilt  thou  have  in  pardoning  it.     And  then  there  is  another 
way  of  arguing  for  pardon  in  the  fcripture,  which  is  peculiar  ;  and 
that  is,  to  argue  from  former  pardons  unto  new  pardons.     When 
men  beg  their  pardon  one  of  another^  they  ufc  to  fay,  I  never 
wronged  you  before^  and  therefore  forgive  now ;  but  here  it  is 
quite  otherwilc)  Lord,  thou  h^ift  figned  thoufands  of  pardons 
heretofore,  therefore  pardon  me  again.     Such  is  that  plea,  Numb. 
xiv.  19.  "  Pardon,  I  befeech  thee,  the  iniquity  of  this  people,  ac- 
*<  cording  to  the  greatnefs  of  thy  mercy,  and  as  thou  haft  for- 
"  given  them  from  Egypt  even  until  now.     (3.)  As  great  fins  as 
thofe  that  now  flare  in  the  face  of  thy  confcience,  ha\e  been  ac- 
tually forgiven  to  men,  upon  their  humiliation  and  clofing  with 
Chrift^     roor    finncrs  under  trouble  of  confcience,  are  apt  to 
think  there  is  no  fin  like  theirs.  God  forbid  I  fhoiild  diminifh  and 
extenuate  fin  ;  but"  certain  I  am  thst  free  grace  hath  pardoned  as 
great  finners  as  thou  art,  upon  their  repentance  and  faith.     What 
think  you,  had  you  had  a  hand  in  putting  Chrift  to  death,  would 
not  that  fin  have  been  as  dreadful  as  any  that  now  difcourages  you? 
Yea,  certainly  you  would  have  thought  that  an  unpardonable  fin ; 
Vol.  IV.-  X 
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and  yet  behold  that  very  fin  was  no  bar  to  their  pardon  when  oncer 
they  were  pricked  at  ^heir  heart,  and  made  willing  to  come  to 
Chrift,  Afts  ii.  36,  37,  38.  (4.)  If  it  be  the  defign  and  policy  of 
Satan  to  objcft  the  greatnefs  of  your  fins,  to  prevent  the  pardon- 
ing of  them  ;  then  certainly  it  is  neither  your  duty  nor  interefl  to 
plead  it  to  the  fame  end  the  devil  doth,  to  fay  a  confederacy,  and 
join  with  yonr  mortal  enemy  in  a  plot  againfl  the  honour  of  Chrift, 
and  falvation  of  your  bwn  fouls.  Take  heed  what  you  do,  feal 
itot  Satan^is  conchifions.  Do  you  think  it  is  a  fmall  matter  to  be 
Confederate  with  the  devil  ?  Certainly  this  is  his  defign,  he  magni- 
fies your  fins  on  purpofe  to  difcourage  you  firom  faith.  While  you 
were  fecure  and  carnal,  the  devil  never  aggravated,  but  diminifli- 
cd  yout  fins  to  you ;  but  now  the  Lord  hath  opened  your  cyes> 
and  you  are  come  near  to  the  door  of  hope,  mercy,  and  pardon, 
now  he  magnifies  them,  ho];nng  thereby  to  lame  and  weaken  thy 
faith,  that  it  Ihall  not  be  able  to  carry  thee  to  Chrift.  (5.)  If  thy 
fin  be  really  unpardonable,  then  God  hath  fomcwhcre  excepted  it 
in  the  gofpel-grant.  He  hath  fomewhere  faid.  The  man  that  hath 
committed  this  fin,  or  continued  fo  many  years  in  fin,  {hall  never 
be  forgiven :  but  now  in  the  whole  gofpel  there  is  but  one  fin  that 
isabfolutely  excepted  firom  the  pofiibility  of  pardon,  and  that  fuch 
a  fin  as  thy  forrows  and  defires  after  Chrift  do  fully  acquit  and  clear 
thee  firom  the  guilt  of.  This  fin  indeed  is  excepted.  Matt,  xii,  31. 
*<  But  the  fin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft  fhall  never  be  forgiven.** 
This  is  that  which  the  fcripture  calls  a  fin  unto  death.  Let  apof- 
tate  profefibrs,  transformed  into  perfecutors,  fcofiers,  and  haters  of 
godljnefs,  and  the  profefibrs  of  it,  look  to  thenlfelves  v  the  dread- 
nil  fymptoms  of  this  fin  feem  to  appear  upon  fuchw  But  the  hum- 
bled, thirfty  foul  after  CJhrlft,  ftands  clear  of  the  guilt  of  that  fin. 
(6.)  If  there  were  no  forgivenefs  with  God  for  great  finnefs^  then 
^reat  finners  had  never  been  invited  to  come  to  Chrift.  The  invi- 
tations of  the  gofpel  are  no  mockeries,  but  things  of  moft  awful  fo- 
lemnity*  Now  fuch  finners  are  called  and  ifi^ted  under  the  en- 
couragement of  a  pardon.  Confult  Ifa.  \.  from  ver.  10.  to  17, 
and  fee  the  horrid  aggravations  of  that  people's  fins  ;  and  yet  at 
ver.  17,  18.  you  may  read  the  gracious  invitations  of  God,  with 
conditional  promifes  of  a  plenary  remiffion.  So  in  Jer.  iii  from  I. 
to  13.  what  a" fad  catalogue  of  fins,  with  their  horrid  aggravations^ 
do  you  find  there  ?  and  yet  it  is  faid,  ver.  12.  "  Go  and  proclaim 
**  thefe  words  towards  the  north,  and  fay,  return  thou  backfliding 
«*  Ifrael,  and  I  will  not  caufe  mine  anger  to  fail  upon  you,  for  I 
«  am  merciful.?  (7.)  If  thy  fins  had  not  been  capable  of  rcmif^ 
fion,  God  would  never  have  given  thee  conviftlon  and  compunc- 
tion fbr  fin,  nor  liave  drawn  forth  the  defires  of  thy  heart  in  this 
manoer  after  Chrift.    He  hath  tacked  remifiion  to  repentance^ 
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Afb  V.  Qi.'  a  UelBng  to  gracious  defires  and  hongerings,  Mat.  v. 
6.  Therp  is  therefore  hope,  that  when  God  halh  given  thee/me, 
he  will  not  long  wuh-hoid  the  other.  Thb  very  woundkig  of  thy 
heart  by  compundion,  and  drawing  forth  tky  will  by  inclination, 
ihews  that  remilfion  is  pot  only  poffible,  but  even  at  the  door. 
(B.)  And  laftlyj  Let  this  be  thine  encouragement,  (whatever  Satan 
or  thine  own  heart  fuggefts  to  diicourage  thee)  that  gceat  finners 
arc  moving  in  the  way  of  repentance  and  biih  to  a  great  Saviour^ 
who  hath  merit  enough  in  his  blood,  and  mercy  enough  in  his 
boweb,  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him, 
Hcb.  viL  25.  The  Lord  open  to  the  eyes  of  yoor  fiutfa  that  rid» 
treafury  of  free-grace,  Exod;  xxxiv.  6,  7.  and  g^ve  you  a  fight  of 
that  plenteous  redemption  and  forgivoida  that  is  with  God,  Pfal. 
cxxz.  4,  7*  that  you  may  not  at  once  caft  reproach  upon  the  moft 
gbrious  attribute  of  God,  impeach  the  precious*  blood  of  Chrit^ 
aad  ilab  your  ownr  ibuk  with  a  death^wound  of  defperation  ; 
which  is  diat  the  devil  intends|  and  the  whole  firain  of  the  gofpeU 
dcfigns  to  prevent. 

Infer.  3,  ^  r&?  vU^  of  fnners  JUmd  as  fair  for  pardon  and 
mrcy,  upon  their  ^hfing  vntb  Cbrtfi  iy  fakh^  as  the  let^.ef  fikntn 
d»s  tbeny  certaMy^  the  pardon  and  falvatwn  of  fnntrs  is  net  hrnk 
ufrni  am  righteoufnefsin  thenifdvesy  but  purely  and  only  upon  tke  free^ 
grace  rfGod  in  Jefyt  Chrifi.  Do  not  thihk  God  hath  fet  die  blood 
of  Chrift  tofale,  and  that  thofe  only  are  capaUe  of  the  benefits  *of 
it,  who  have  lived  the  ftrideft  and  fobereft  lives.  No  s  ihou^ 
febriety,  morality,  and  ftriAnefe  in  religious  duties  be  .things  com- 
manded and  commended  in  the  gofpel  \  yet  no  man  by  theff  • 
things  can  purchafe  a  pardon  for  the  leaftfin,  Rom.  xi.  6.  **  And 
**  if  by  grace,  then  it  is  no  more  of  woifa,  otherwife  grace  is  qw 
^  more  grace ;  but  if  it  be  of  works,  then  it  is  no  more  grace, 
"  otherwife  work  is  no  more  work."  See  how  thefe  exclude  one 
another:  thus,  Titus  iii.  5.  «Not  by  works  of  rightcoufnefiwhidk 
^'  we  have  done,  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  faved  us."  No 
man  can  fatisfy  God  by  any  thing  lie  himfelf  can  do  or  fuffer  v  not 
by  doingy  for  all  we  do  is  mixed  with  fin.  Job  liv.  4.  and  that 
which  is  finful  can  be  no  atonement  for  fin.  All  we  do  or  can  do^ 
b  a  debt  due  to  God,  Luke  xvii.  10.  and  one  debt  cannot  fatisfy 
for  another.  Nor  yet  hy  fufering^  (6r  the  fufferings  awarded  iqr 
the  law  are  everlafting ;  and  to  be  ever  fatisfying  is  never  to  fatisfy : 
fo  then  by  the  works  of  the  law  (hall  no  flem  living  be  juftified  in 
his  fight.  The  faints  in  all  generations  have  fled  to  mercy  for  re- 
miiSon,  PfaL  cxxx.  ult.  The  two  debtors,  Luke  viL  43,  44,  4?. 
tfaou^  there  were  a  vaft  difference  in  the  debts;  yet  of  the  lefier^ 
as  wdl  as  of  the  greater,  it  is  laid  they  had  nothing  to  pay*  '  No* 
thing  but  the  fetirfaftim  of  Chiift  can  quit  your  icor^  widi^od.* 
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Infer.  4.  Ifthefgrau  tfChrtfi  he  thus  free  to  the  ^eateji  ofj^nners^ 
then  it  is  hcth  'ourjin  and  folly  tofiani  iff  from  Chr^y  and  draw  back 
'from  believing,  for  tvani  offuch  andfuch  quahficatkns^  which  we  yet 
find  not  to  be  wrought  m  wr  h$arts^  Poor  convinced  fbnls  think,  O 
if  they  had  more  humility,  tendemefsi  loye  to  God,  fpirituality  of 
mind,  this  would  be  fome  encouragement  to  believe  \  but  becaufe 
they  have  np  fiich  ornaments  to  drefs  up  their  fouls  withal,  they 
are  not  fit  to  go  to  Chrift.  Now  to  remove  thb  great  miftake,  let 
tW4!>  things  beconfidered. 

1.  That  fuch  a  conceit  as  this  crofles  the  very  ftream  of  the 
covenant  of  grace,  where  nothing  is  fold,  but  all  freely  given. 
This  is  the  very  fpirit  of  the  covenant  of  work^  j  fain  we  would 
find  fomething  in  onrfelves  to  bring  to  God,  to  procure  his  favouK 
and  acceptance  \  but  the  gofpel  tells  us  we  muft  come  Qaked  and 
empty-handed,  to  be  juftified  freely  by  his  grace,  Rom.  iii.  14. 
We  muft  be  juftified  as  Abraham  was,  who  believed-  in  him  that 
juftifieth  the  ungodly;  Rom*  iv-  5,  "But  to  him  that  worketh 
*<  not,  but  believeth  on  him  that  juftifieth  the  ungodly,  his  faith 
M  is  counted  for  righteoufnefs.".  The  meaning  is,  to  him  that 
woiiieth  not  in  a  law-rfenfe,  to  procure  pardon  and  acceptancc"1>y 
and  for  working.  Go  then,  poor  finner,  unto  God  through 
Chrift,  and  tell  him  thou  haft  nothing  to  bring  him ;  thou  comeft 
not  to  bring,  but  to  receive :  Lord,  I  am  a  vile  iinner,  I  hav^ 
nothing  to  plead  biit  thy  mercy,  and  Chrift's  merit.  This  is  the 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel. 

2.  By  ftanding  ofF  from  faith,  for  wantofthcfe  qualifications, 
•  you  inyert  the  fettled  order  of  the  gofpel ;  by  putting  confequents 

in  the  place  of  antecedents,  and  antecedents  in  the  place  of  confc^ 
quents.  It  is  as  if  a  mah  fhould  fay,  if  I  were  cured  of  fuch  and 
fuch  difeafcs,then  I  would  go  to  the  phyfician;  alas,  could  you 
-  otherwife  procure  the  healing  of  your  corruptions,  or  the  gracious 
qualifications  you  fpeak  of,  you  would  have  no  need  to  go  to  Chrift 
at  all.  Nothing  is  required  of  us  in  our  coming  to  Chrift,  but  fiich 
a  fenfe  of,  and  forrow  for  fin,  as  makes  us  heartily  willing  to  ac- 
cept Chrifty  and  fubfcribe  the  terms  on  which  be  is  offered  in  the 
gofpel. 

Infer.  5.  Behold  the  admirable  condefcenfion  of  Chrifi^  that  he  noould 
emne  into  the  heart  of  the  vilejl  fnner,  and  not  difdain  to  take  his  abode 
iff  that  foul  which  hath  been  the  feat  of  Satan ,  where  he  hath  ruled,  and 
every  unclean  lu/l  hath  been  harboured  f 

There  are  two  things  wherein  the  admirable^  condefcenfion  of 
Chrift  appears.  ( i .;  In  taking  union  with  our  nature  after  fin  had 
blafted  the  beauty  of  it.  This  was  a  marvellous  ftoop  indeed,  and 
juftly  admired  by  the  apoftle,  Phil.  ii.  7.  «  He  made  himfelf  of  no 
<f  reputatk)ni  and  was  made  in  the  likenefs  of  man.''    Xc^  **  Qo4 
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*<  fent  bis  own  Son  in  the  likenefs  of  iinfal  flelhy"  Rom.  viH.  3. 
Bat  (2.)  it  is  juftly  admirable  in  our  eyes,  that  Chrift  (hould  alfe 
take  anion  with  our  perfons,  ai>d  take  his  habitation  and  abode  in 
our  hearts,  after  Satan  and  fin  had  fo  long  bhabited  and  defiled 
them$  that  he  Ihould  accept  thofe  members  as  inftniments  of.hif 
fcrvice ;  that  vecy  tongue  to  praife  him  that  had  blafphemed  him^ 
(9V.  yet  ib  he  b  willing  to  do,  and  commands  us  to  deliver  them 
up  to  him,  Rom.  vi.  19.  <<  As  ye  have  yielded  your  members  fer* 
"  vants  to  uncleanneis,  and  to  iniquity  unto  iniquity ;  even  fo  now 
^  yield  your  members  fervants  to  righteoufneft  uhto  holinefi.*' 
One  would  have  thought  Jefus  Chrifl  mould  have  faid,  vile  wretch^ 
Satan  hath  had  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  thy  foul  and  body,  from  the 
beginning  to  this  day  \  thy  memory  hath  been  his  ftore-houfe,  thy 
mouth  his  (hop,  thy  will  his  throne,  and  all  thy  members  his  tools 
and  inAraments  to  fin  againil  me ;  thou  haft  been  a  creature  dedb> 
ated  to  Satan,  and  to  him  thou  ftalt  go.  No  \  bat  the  mcrciftd 
Lord  declares  his  willingnefs,  if  thou  wilt  open  thy  foul  to  receive 
him,  to  cleanfe  it  by  his  Spirit,  a/id  make  it  bis  temple  to  dwell  ift 
0  admirable  gr^re  i 

Infer.  6.  Laftly,  How  ju/l  and  tntvitabU  nmll  their  damnation  bs^ 
nvbo  eon/ent  not  to  the  neceffary  and  reafonable  terms  oftbego/^l^  which 
is  the  wly  point  on  which  Chrijl  and  their  fouls  part  for  evir* 

The  terms  required  by  the  gofpel  are  every  way  equal  and 
reafonable.  If  a  gracious  prince  will  bei^ow  a  pardon  tipon  a 
traitor,  upon  thb  condition,  that  he  lay  down  his  a*ms,  acknow- 
ledge his  ofitnce,  and  lift  himfelf  into  his  princess  iirvice,  and  he 
ihall  refiife  (b  to  do,  how  juft  and  unpitied  would  his  leftruf^ion  be? 
And  what  eUe  doth  God  require  of  thee,  but  only  tlis  ?  <<  Let  the 
"  wicked  foriake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  mat  his  thoughts, 
*<  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  h:ve  mercy  upon 
**  him ;  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  prdon/'  Ifa.  lv« 
7-  And  as  the  danmation  of  fuch  is  juft,  fo  it'  wil  be  inevitable ; 
for,  if  there  be  no  way  to  glory  but  by  Chrift,  as  'ou  know  there 
is  not.  Ads  iv»  i  %.  *'  Neither  is  there  falvation  in  aiy  other."  And 
if  there  be  no  way  to  Chrift,  but  by  accepting  himupon  thefe  veiy 
terms,  as  it  plainly.appears  from  Luke  xiv.  26.  tbre  is  not ;  what 
then  remains  but  inevitable  damnation  to  all  tha  come  not  up  to 
the  term»  of  the  gofpel  ?  If  you  think  not  Chrit  a  good  bargain, 
with  all  the  ihfferings,  loflb,  and  reproaches  thatattcnd  him,  your 
mouths  will  be  ftopped ;  no  plea  will  be  left  yoiin  the  great  day. 
Yoa  fefufed  a  £iir  offer,  when  it  was  fisafon^^y  and  gracioufly 
made  you  by  the  gofpel,  and  now  you  muft  cv^Q.  no  more  fuch 
offers  to  etcrmty.  Thy  blood,  finner,  be  upn  thine  own  head  5 
the  freen^  and  importunity  of  Uxe  tenders  of  pee  will  then  onljr 
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ferre  to  itluftrate  and  clear  the  righteoufnefs  of  Go4  in  thy  con* 
4cnAnation« 

ir.   Ufe^  for  exhortation. 

In  the  next  place,  the  point  naturally  leads  me  to  a  vehement 
perfuafiTC  unto  all  finners,  of  what  rank  or  fize  foevier  they  he,  to 
hearken  to  the  voice  of  Chrift,  who  ukes  them  all  within  the 
€Ocnpa&  of  his  gracious  invitation  in  the  text,  fs^yiag^  ff  a»y  f'f^Vi 
9pMj  I  will  come  in.     Let  all  farts  of  finners  ble&  Ood  tor  the  ex- 
tenfivencfs  of  this  invitation,  and  that  they  find  themiHves  fay  it, 
stf  yet,  vrkbin  the  reach  and  compafs  of  the  arms  of  a  merciful  Re- 
deemer ;  and  that  there  is  nothing  wanting  to  fecure  their  falva- 
tioo,  but  the  hearty  confent  of  their  wills  to  the  realbnable  and 
oeodTary  teErms  of  the  gofpel.    Look  over  the  whole  book  of  God, 
and  you  fliail  there  find  but  one  caiie  abfolutely  excepted  firom  the 
fiofiihilky  of  Ibrgivenefs ;  but  one  wound  absolutely  incurablB,  of 
which  Chrift  fpeaks,  Mat,  icii.  3 1  >  3  2.     And  what  may  be  the  rea- 
ion  that  this  only  is  an  incurable  wound  ?    Certainly  it  cannot  be 
becaufe  ttie  nalignity  of  this  fin  exceeds  the  meiitorious  and  par- 
iloning  virtue  of  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  but  rather,  becaufe  there  b 
110  fecrifice  appointed  by  the  Lord  for  it.     God  never  deiigded 
that  the  bloed  of  Chrift  ihould  be  an  expiatory  facrifice  for  that 
tfin,  as  the  aDoftie  plainly  f^^caks,  Heb.  vi.  4,  5,6,  7.     AU  other 
fins  and  bla^hemies  ihall  be  forgiven  unto  men,  faith  Chrifi  \ 
-that  is,  they  are  capable  of  forgivenefs,  upon  fincene  aad  aAual 
repentance  and  faith ;  yea,  they  have  been  aSually  pardoned  un- 
to many :  nov  the  greater  any  man's  fins  have  beea»  the  greater 
need  he  hathto  haften  to  Chriil  for  pardon.    There  are  feme  of 
you  ^eater  timers  than  others  ;  for  though  no  fin  be  venial^  light 
and  trivial  in  ifelf,  yet  compared  one  with  another,  there  is  a  vaft 
da&x}ence  fouid  betwixt  them  in  the  weight  aixi  aggravations  of 
them.    Now,  I  will  labour  to  fiiew  you  by  what  rules  nien  are  to 
cflamate  the  g^n^s  and  aggravations  of  fin ;  and  then,  to  con- 
vince yon  thatthe  greatefl:  of  finners  fiand  yet  fair  for  mercy  as 
well  as  the  lei^,  and  fometimcs  much  fiurer.     «  Publicans  and 
^*  harlots  go  ino  the  kingdom  of  God  before  you,"  fitith  Chrift, 
iMat.  xxii.  31*   Now  the  rules  to  eftimate  the  aggravations  and 
.  greatnefs  of  Iki  ly,  are  chefe : 

I.  There  be  ia&  of  infirmity,  committed  out.of  weakneis;  and 
there  are  crysng  (ns  in. the  ears  of  the  Lord.  Of  the  JDrmer  fort, 
fins  of  infinnity«you  read.  Gal.  vi.  i.  where  it  is  caUcd  a  being 
overtaken  in  a  4ult.  Here  is  no  premeditation,  nor  ddiberate 
.  confent,  but  a  fu^rize  :  thefe  go  not  to  the  account  of  grofs  and 
heinous  enormitid^  called  in  Scripture,  crying  fins,  fuch  is  the 
fin  of  opprd3Ion,^ab.  ii.  10,  ii.  <<  The  ftone  fhall  cxy  out  of 
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*^  the  wall,  and  the  beam  out  of  the  timber  fliall  an Arer  it.**  The 
meaning  is,  that  the  injultice  and  oppreflion  which  men  have  ufed 
in  raifing  their  own  houfes,  fhall  cry  in  the  ears  of  the  Lord  for 
Tengeance.  The  ftone  in  the  wall  (hall  faf ,  I  was  digged  out  of, 
the  quarry,  hewn,  and  laid  here  by  the  unrewarded  labours  of  the 
poor  Mafbn ;  and  the  timber  out  of  the  beam  fliall  fay,  I  was 
hewn,  fquaredy  and  placed  here  by  the  unrewarded  hands  of  the 
poor  Carpenter.  This  is  a  crying  fin ;  fo  alfo  b  the  fin  of  murder, 
when  our  hands  have  been  defiled  with  innocent  blood.  This 
makes  a  difmal  cry  to  heaven ;  Gen.  iv.  lo.  <<  The  voice  of  th^ 
"  brother^s  blood  crieth  unto  me  from  the  ^ound.**  A  fin  that 
makes  a  horrid  outcry  In  both  worlds  at  once ;  in  heaven,  and  in 
the  finner*s  confcience.  Such  alfo  is  the  fin  of  unnatural  lufts* 
The  fin  of  Sodom  made  a  cry  which  came  up  to  heaven,  Gen« 
xviii.  20.  <<  Becaufe  the  cry  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrha  is  great,  and 
•*  their  fin  is  very  grievous.**  Compare  thefe  fins  with  the  fins  of 
common  infirmity,  which  come  by  way  of  involuntary  furprize, 
and  what  vaft  odds  will  be  found  in  the  weight  and  aggravations 
of  them? 

a.  Ton  find  in  Scripture  a  great  difiercnce  put  betwixt  fins  com- 
mitted agabft  the  clear  fliining  light  of  knowledge  in  the  finner*s 
confcience,  and  fins  of  ignorance,  which  are  committed  for  want 
of  knowledge.  Chrift  himfelf  puts  a  great  difference  betwixt  them, 
Lukcxii.  47, 48.  and  fo  doth  the  apoftlc,  James  iv.  17.  "To  Wm 
'*  that  knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  fin.*^ 
Sin  with  a  witnefs ! 

3*  There  are  fingle  a£b  of  fin,  and  continued  or  repeated  a£b 
of  fin;  fins  committed  after  convidions^  promifes,  and  refolu- 
tions.  Now  there  is  not  {o  much  of  guilt  in  a  fingle  ^St.  of  fin  as 
there  is  in  a  repeated  and  continued  courfe  of  fin,  called,  Deut. 
xxh.  19.  "The  adding  of  drunkennefs  to  thirft;**  and  Ifa.  xxx.  i. 
«*  Adding  fin  to  fin.** .  For,  as  it  is  in  numbering,  fo  it  is  in  fin- 
ning ;  if  the  firft  figure  be  i,  the  fecond  is  10,  the  third  100,  the 
fourth  I  coo;  and  every  addition  makes  a  greater  multiplicatbn. 
0  what  a  dreadful  reckoning  will  there  be  for  the  confciences  of 
poor  finners !  , 

4-  Contrivers  and  ftudiers  of  fin  are  always  in  Scripture  placed 
in  the  firft  rank  of  finners.  The  bcft  fervant  God  hath  in  the 
world  may  be  furprized  by  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  againft  the  gra- 
cious bent  and  refolution  of  his  foul;  but  the  contrivance  and  plot- 
ting of  fin  is  quite  another  thing ;  therefore  it  is  faid  of  the  wicked, 
Jobw  XV.  35.  "  They  concdve  mifchief,  and  bring  forth  vanity, 
«  and  their  belly  prcparcth  deceit."  This  fin,  like  thzfxtus  in 
the  womb,  hath  its  time  of  (ronception>  growth,  and  birth ;  and 
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aili  this  by  the  deliberate  confent  of  the  naughty  heart  and  vtH!, 
which  fofters  and  cheriQjies  it. 

5.  There  are  ring-leaders  in  fin,  and  (ingle  perfonal  (ins,  which 
fpread  no  farther  than  ourfelves  ;  a  ring- leader  in- itn,  is  in  Scrip- 
ture reckoned  amongft  the  greatcd  finners;  fo>  Rev.  ii.  14. 
««  Thou  Jiaft  them  that  hold  the  do6b:ine  of  Balaam,  who  taught 
<<  Balak  to  Qjid  a  (lumbling-block  before  the  children  of  Ifrael.'" 
Thus  Jeroboam,  the  fon  of  Nebat,  made  Ifrael  to  fin.  There  is 
thefame  difference  betwixt  thefe  and  fingle  perfonal  fins,  as  there 
is  betwixt  a  chaiu'-ibot,  and  a  fingle  bullet.  Mind  this,  you  that 
have  induced  others  to  fin  by  your  counfel  or  example. 

6.  There  are  fins  in  which  men  glory  and  pake  pleafure  \  and 
fins  for  which  men  groan  and  mourn.  Now,  the  'nK>re  pleafure 
any  man  takes  in  fin,  the  greater  doth  the  fin  arife  in  its  aggrava- 
tion. We  read  of  fome.  Job  xx.  1 2.  <*  In  whofe  mouths  wicked- 
««  neis  is  fweet,  and  they  hide  it  under  their  tongue.''  That  is,  they 
draw  a  great  deal  of  cohtemplative  delight  beforehand  after  the 
commifiion  of  fin,  as  well  as  in  the  commiflion  of  it.  It  is  bad 
enough  to  fin  and  figh,  to  fin  and  weep  \  but  to  fin  and  boaflj  to 
fin  and  make  a  mock  of  fin,  what  a  prodigious  way  of  ^ning  is 
this  i  O  finner  1  what  a  heart  hafi  thou,  that  canft  play  and  fport 
with  that  which  grieves  God,  crucified  Cbrift,  and  which,  without 
deep  and  found  repentance,  will  damn  thine  own  foul  I 

7.  The  more  bonds  of  reftraint  any  man  breaks  afundef  to  c^m-* 
mit  fin,  the  greater  and  more  aggravated  always  that  fin  is  in  the 
fight  of  God.  There  be  fome  pcrfons  upon  whom  God  hath  laid 
moi'e  refiraints  to  keep  back  their  fouls  from  iniquity,  than  he 
hath  upon  others.  The  more  mercies  he  hath  beftowed  upon  you, 
the  more  refiraints  from  fin.  So.  many  mercies,  fo  many  ties, 
Jer.  ii.  5,  6.  efpecially  fpiritual  mercies  ^  as  light  in  your  minds, 
pardons  fealed  to  your  confciences,  love  manifeAed  to  your  fouls. 
Such  alfo  are  your  own  vows,  promifes,  and  refolutions ;  Jer.  ii. 
20.  "  Thou  faitlft,  I  will  no  more  tranfgrefs."  Didft  not  thou 
promife  me,  faith  God,  more  care  and  circumfpeftion  for  time  to 
come  ?  And  fuch  are  all  the  exajnples  and  warnings  God  hath 
given  us  by  his  judgments  upon  others,  i  Cor.  x.  11.  Thefe 
things  put  an  accent  upon  fin,  and  make  it  out  of  mcafure  finful. 

And  now,  my  iriends,what  have  I. been  driving  at  all  this  while, 
in  opening  the  greatncfs  and  aggravations  of  fin  ?  The  defign  of  all 
this  is  to  Oiew  you  the  indifpeniable  need  of  repentance,  and  faith, 
to  carry  you  to  Chrift. 

C'bjeci.  But  I  am  the  perfon  upon  whom  thefe  crying  ago^vated 
fins  are  found.  You  tell  me  of  going  to  Chrifl ;  alas  I  there  is  no 
hope  of  mercy  for  iuch  a  wretch'  as  I  am  f  There  it  fticks«     Poor 
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Tinners  think  It  is  to  no  purpofc,  they  had  as  good  go  on  in  fin;  fef, 
they  conclude,  there  is  no  hope  for  them. 

Jr^tu,  Come  finners,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  you  have  a  text 

before  you,  that  clears  the  way  of  your  duty  and  falvation  at  qnce ; 

Ifanf  mafif  be  he  what  he  will|  be  his  fins  never  fo  great,  yet  if  ;i^ 

bear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door^  I  will  come  in  to  hinty  faith  Chriftl 

There  is  mercy  in  Jefus  Chrifti  for  thee  who  art  guilty  of  crying 

fins :  for  thee,  that  haft  finned  againft  light  and  knowledge :  for 

thee,  that  haft  added  drunkenoefe  to  thirft :  for  thee,  that  haft 

contrived  fin  with  deliberation  :  for  thee,  that  haft  induced  others 

to  fin,  by  counfel  or  example :  for  thee,  that  haft  taken  pleafure 

in  iniqiLRty,  and  made  a  fport  of  fin  ;  yea,  and  for  thee  alio,  that 

haft  broken  afunder  the  bonds  of  mercies,  vows  and  warnings^ 

provided  thou  wilt  now  hear  the  voice  of  Chrift',  and  thy  will  open 

to  him  with  a  hearty  firm  confent,  Ifa.  Iv.  4.     Tou  are  great  and 

hdnous  finners ;  but  I  fiiew  this  day  a  great  and  Almighty  Saviour, 

one  that  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come  unto  God  by 

him,  Heb.  vii.  25.     There  is  a  facrifice  laid  out  and  appointed  fot 

thefe  fins.     O  Uefs  God  for  that  I  they  are  no  where  exospted  from 

the  poffibility  of  forgivencfs.     Nothing,  but  the  impenitency  of  thy 

heart,  and  obftinocy  of  thy  wilt,  can  bar  thee  fi'om  a  foil  and  final 

pardon.    Jb9U3  Ch&ist  can  fave  thee  to  the  uttermoft.     Say  not 

within  thj^lf.  Can  the  virtue  of  his  blood  extend  itfelf  to  the  re^ 

miffion  oiF  this  or  that  fin  ?  He  can  fave  to  the  uttermoft.    Look 

round  about  thee  to  the  utternK>ft  horizon  of  all  thy  gtiilt,  smd 

Chrift  can  fave  thee  to  the  uttermoft  that  the  eye  of  thy  coniciatic^ 

can  difcern,  yea,  and  beyond  it  too ;  but  then  thou  muft  come  ua« 

to  hiou     Ton  fpeak  of  the  greacnefs  of  fin,  and  you  have  caufe  to 

have  lad  thoughts  aboot  it;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  you  cotifideif 

not,  that  your  unbelief,  by  whidiyou  ftand  ofi^fi*om  Chrift,  yoftf 

only  remedy,  is  certainly  the  greateft  of  all  the  fins  that  ever  you 

ftood  guilty  of  againft  the  Lord.    This  is  the  fin  that  bkids  the 

guilt  of  all  your  other  fins  upon  you*    Let  me  therefore  addrefi 

myfel^  (i.)  To  you  who  cry  out  of  the  greatnefs  of  fin  that  di& 

courages  you  firom  going  to  Chril^     (2.)  To  lefier  finners,  who 

becaufe  they  are  clear  of  great  enormities,  fee  not  their  need  of 

Chrift. 

I.  This  exhortation  fpeaketh  to  you,  whofe  conftiences  are  feasr-> 
ed  with  the  horrid  and  hideous  aggravations  of  your  fins,  by  rea* 
fon  whereof,  your  own  mifgpving  hearts,  afiifted  by  the  policy  of. 
Satan,  difixwrage  you  from  all  attemtpts  to  gain  Chrift  and  pardon> 
in  the  woy  of  repentance  and  fiuth.  Let  me,  at  this  time,  hint 
three  or  four  confiderattons  to  you,  by  way  of  encouragement, 
(i.)  The  foving  goodnefe  of  God  tiU  now,  gives  fome  eneou- 
VoL.  IV.  Y 
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ragement,  that  God  may  have  a  referve  of  mercy  for  fo  great  and 
vAe  a  finner  as  thou  art.  O  what  a  mercy  is  it,  that  thy  life  hath 
i)een  fpared  hitherto  !  Many  of  thy  companions  in  fin  are  beyond 
hope  and  mercy,  whilfl  thou  art  left.  I  confefs,  this  is  no  fure 
fign  of  God's  gracious  intention  to  thee,  unlefs  his  goodnefs  and 
forbearance  do  lead  thee  to  repentance :  Then  the  gracioQS  in- 
tention of  Godwin  prolonging  thy  life,  would  evidently  appear. 
But,  however,  it  is  in  itfelf  a  very  great  mercy  i  becaufe,  without 
it,  no  fpiritual  mercy  could  be  expeAed. 

(2.)  It  is  matter  of  encouragement  and  hope,  that  though  your 
difeafe  be  dreadful,  yet  it  i»  not  defperate  and  incurable.  The  text 
takes  it  within  the  compafs  of  mercy  :  O  bkfs  God  for  that.  If  any 
man,  &c.  ' 

(3.)  As  great  iinners  as  you  have  been  have  found  mercy,  i  Tim. 
i.  16.  and  God  would  have  it  to  be  recorded  for  your  encourige- 
ment.  If  now  the  Lord  (hall  make  thy  heart  to  break,  and  thy 
will  to  bow,  whatever  thy  fins  have  been,  tbey  fhail  not  bar  thee 
from  mercy  and  forgivenefs.  But  if  thou  refolve  to  go  on  in  fin, 
or  fit  down  defponding  or  difcouraged,  and  wih  not  come  in  at  the 
invitation  and  call  of  Chrift,  then  thy  wound  is  incurable  indeed  ; 
and  there  is  but  one  way  with  thee,  thy  mittimus  is  already  made 
for  hell ;  and  that  fcripture  in  i  Cor.  vi.  9.  will  tell  thee  whi- 
ther thou  art  going.  But  God  forbid,  that  this  fhould  be  the  ifiue 
of  Chrift's  gracious  invitations  to  thee,  and  forbearance  of  thee. 
Seeing  mercy  is  tendered  to  any  man  that  will  accept  it  upon 
Chrift's  terms,  exclude  not.thyfelf  when  he  hath  not  excluded 
thee. 

a.  I  will  clofe  up  this  uTe  of  exhortation  to  another  fort  of  per- 
fons,  who  are  not  of  Jthe  notorious,  infamous  rank  ,of  profane  fin- 
ners,  but  their  lives  have  been  drawn  more  fmoothly  through  a 
courfe  of  civility.  Thefe  have  as  great  need  to  be  prefied  to  re- 
pentance and  faith,  as  the  moft  notorious  finnera  in  the  world. 
Thefe  are  a  generation  that  blefs  themfelves  in  their  own  eyes, 
and  thank  God  with  the  Pharifee,  Luke  xviii.  11.  "  They  arc 
«  not  as  other  men."  They  acknowledge  convecfion  to  be  the  du- 
ty of  the  profane  \  that  fuch  finners  as  I  laft  dealt  with  ftand  in  ap- 
parent need  of  it.  But,  as  for  themfelves,  they  fcarce  know  where 
to  find  matter  for  repentance ;  nor  do  tbey  feel  any  need  of  Cbrift. 
Now,  I  would  lay  three  confiderations  before  fuch  perfons,  to  con- 
vince them  that  their  cafe  is  as  fad  and  hazardous,  yea,  and  in  fome 
refpeO,  more  Ivizardous  than  the  flate  of  the  nK>ft  notorious  fin- 
ners in  the  world ;  and  that  a  change  muft  alTo  pais  upon  themj  or 
clfe  it  had  been  good  for  them  tbey  had  never  been  born. 

Con/ideration  i  .Let  the  civilized  part  of  the  world  lay  this  thought 
'  clofe  to  their  hearts.  That,  though  their  fins  be  not  fo  gro&  aad 
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hornd  to  appearance  as  other  men's  are,  yet,  continued  in,  they 
will  prove  as  mortal  and  deftrufiive  as  thofe  greater  abominations  of 
other  men.  No  fin,  abTolutely  confidered,  is  fmall.  Every  fin  is 
mortal  and  damning  without  Chrift,  Rom.  vi.  ult.  The  wages  of 
Jin  is  death.  It  is  no  great  odds,  if  a  man  be  killed,  whether  it 
were  by  a  broad  fword,  or  by  a  fmall  penknife.  The  lead  fin  vio- 
lates the  whole  law,  James  ii*  10.  «  He  that  oflFendeth  in  one  point 
«*  is  guilty  of  all."  The  leaft  tranfgrcffion  of  the  law  pulls  down 
the  guilt  and  curfe  of  the  whole  law  upon  the  finner's  head.  And 
this  is  your  mifery,  that  you  are  out  of  Chrift,  and  ftand  under  the 
rigorous  tenns  of  the  firft  covenant  Moreover,  the  law  of  God  is 
violated  grofsly  and  externally ;  or  fpiritually,  and  more  internally. 
Thus  every  unchafte  thought  is  adultery :  And  the  very  inward 
burning  of  malice  and  anger  in  the  heart  is  murder.  Now,  if  the 
Lord  Ihall  bring  the  fpiritual  fenfe  of  the  law  home  to  your  con- 
fdences,  as  he  did  to  Paul's,  Rom.  vii.  9.  you  will  certainly  give  up 
that  plea,  and  you  have  not  fo  much  need  of  conrerfion  as  other 
finners  have.  There  arc  fins  of  greater  infamy,  and  fins  of  deeper 
guilt*  There  may  be  more  guilt  in  thofe  fins  that  are  (Hfled  in  thy 
heart,  and  never  defamed  thee,  than  there  may  be  in  fome  fins  that 
make  a  louder  noife  in  the  world. 

Cot^.  2.  You  are  guilty  of  one  fin  (how  civil  and  blamelefs  fo- 
cver  your  lives  are)  which  b  certainly  more  great  and  heinous  than 
any  outward  aA  of  fin  can  ordinarily  be,  and  that  is,  your  trufting  * 
to  your  own  righteoufnefs,  as  the  Pharifees  did,  Luke  xviii.  9. 
**  He  fpake  this  parable  unto  certain  which  trufted  in  themfelves 
**  that  they  were  righteous,  and  defpifed  others."  Here  is  an  idol 
of  jealoufy  fet  up  in  the  room  of  Chrift.  It  is  true,  th'ts  fin  makes 
not  ib  loud  a  noife  in  the  world,  raifes  not  fuclva  duft  as  the  fins  of 
profane  ones  do.  But  certainly  it  is  as  abominable  in  the  eyes  of 
God  as  the  fins  that  ftink  (o  much  in  the  noftrils  of  nature.  Ci- 
vilized perfons,  thus  trufting  to  their  own  civility,  and  negleAing 
Jefiis  Chrift,  will  be  one  day  put  into  the  van  of  that  wretched 
crew  that  are  going  to  hell^  ^portion  with  unbelievers,  as  the  fcrip- 
ture  fpeaks. 

C^nfid,  3.  Laftly,  It  hath  been  always  found  a  more  rare  and 
difficult  thing  to  convince  and  bring  home  to  Chrift  the  civilized 
part  of  the  world,  than  it  is  to  convince  and  work  upon  the  pro* 
fcne  part  of  it,  Matth.  xxi.  31."  Publicans  and  harlots  go  into 
*«  the  kingdom  of  God  before  you."  Publicans  were  reckoned  the 
vileft  Ibrt  of  men,  and  harlots  the  worft  fort  of  women  ;  yet,  ei- 
ther of  thelc  were  eafier  to  be  brought  to  Chrift  than  felf-righte- 
ous  Pharifees.  Well  then,  away  with  your  vain  and  idle  preten- 
fions,  that  your  cafe  is  fafer  and  better  than  others.  By  what 
hath  been  faid,  it  evidently  appears,  that  you  ftand  in  as  much 
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need  of  Chrift  as  the  moft  infamous  fmnen  in  the  world  do. 

ni.  Ufe. 

This  point  winds  up  in  encouragement  to  every  willing  and  obe- 
dient ibuly  whom  the  Lord  ihall  perfuade  to  comply  with  the  call 
of  the  gofpeiy  whatever  his  former  rebelUons  have  been.  There 
are  fome  whofe  hearts  the  Lord  hath  touched  with  a  deep  fcnfir  of 
their  fin  and  mifery^and  of  the  alUfufficient  remedy  that  is  in  Chrift; 
but  the  ienfe  of  former  rebellions  appals  and  daunts  them  ;  they 
cannot  hope  for  any  acceptance  with  him.  Here  is  good  news  lor 
fiidi  fouls ;  Chrift  is  at  the  doori  and  former  rebellions  are  no  bar 
to  him,  provided  there  be  now  a  hearty  compliance  with  his  voice ; 
/  mnll  come  unto  him,  A  glorious  promiie,  comprifing  five  inefti- 
mable  benefits  and  eolercies  in  it.  (i.)  This  is  the  moft  glorious 
work  of  God  that  ever  was,  or  can  be  wrought  upon  the  heart  of 
a  poor  ^finner,  to  open  it  by  repentance  and  fatth»  and  put  Chrift 
h^o  the  full  poflcfiion  of  it.  The  power  of  all  the  angels  in  hea- 
ven, minifters  on  earth,  duties  and  ordiaancesy  cannot  cffeA  this ; 
this  is  the  peculiar  work  of  God,  i  Cor.  4.  30.  ^  But  of  him  are 
•«  ye  in  Chrift  Jefus."  Look,  as  it  were  the  marvelous  work  of 
God  to  unite  our  nature  unto  Chrift,  by  an  hypo^Mkalixxmn  \  ib  it 
]«  no  iefs  a  marvelous  work  of  God  to  unite  our  perfons  to  Clirift 
by  VLfnjifiical  union,  to  prepare  the  foul  as  a  habitatbn  for  Chrift, 
and  give  him  the  pofieflion  of  it.  (2.)  This  coming  of  Chrift  into 
the  foul  is  the  very  foundation  of  all  our  hopes  for  glory ;  unril 
this  be  done,  we  are  without  hope.  But  in  the  fame  hour  Chrift 
comes  into  the  foul,  a  fblid  foundation  of  the  hopes  of  glory  is  laid 
in  that  foul.  Col.  i.  27.  <<  Which  is  Chrift  in  you,  the  hope  of  glo- 
«  ry."  I  know  the  unregenerate  world  is  full  of  hope  \  but  their 
hopes  are  built  upon  the  fand.  Union  with  Chrift  is  the  fteady 
foundation  on  which  the  hopes  of  heaven  are  laid.  (3.)  /  ti^//  come 
unto  him  :  that  is,  to  dwell  in  his  foul  for  ever,  never  to  leave  him 
more  :  therefore  (£ph.  iii.  17.)  he  is  faid  to  dwell  in  our  hearts  by 
faith :  not  fojourn  for  a  night,  but  abide  there  forever.  Nothing 
can  feparate  Chrift  and  that  foul,  Rom.  viii.  35.  Thy  foul  fliall 
never  be  an  habitation  for  Satan  any  more.  When  Chrift  comes 
in,  he  faith,  as  of  the  temple,  <<  Here  will  I  dwell  for  ever.'*  (4.) 
This  coming  in  of  Chrift  entitles  the  foul  to  all  fpiritual  privileges, 
I  John  v.  1 2.  "  He  that  hath  the  Son,  hath  life :"  and,  i  Cor.  tii. 
ult.  «  All  ts  yours,  for  ye  are  Chrift V  (5.)This  is  thehighcft 
honour  that  ever  God  put  upon  a  creature,  /  wli  come  in  ta  him. 
O,  how  ftiould  the  foul  feel  itfelf  advanced  by  fuch  an  honour  as 
this  !  What,  to  be  the  living  tcmpie  of  Jefus  Chrift  I  for  Clirift  to 
dwell,  and  walk  in  thy  foul !  as  it  is  2  Cor.  vi.  16.  Jt  tell  you,  this 
10  an  honour  beyond  and  above  the  honour  done  to  angels. 
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Andy  hotr  near  art  thou  to  all  theie  bleiled  privileges^  in  the 
day  rhat  thy  heart  is  wounded  for  fin !  Thy  thoughts  become  foli- 
dtous  about  union  with  Chrift,  and  thy  will  begms  to  bow  and  yield 
after  a  ferious  debate  of  the  terms  of  the  goTpel  in  thy  moft  folemn 
thoughts.  Now  is  the  door  half  open,  and  Chrift  ready  to  make 
his  firft  entrance  into  thy  foul.  God  forbid  any  thing  fltomld  no# 
hiDder  the  completing  of  To  great  work. 


SERMON    VIIL 

Revel,  iii.  20. 

BiboUj  IJland  at  the  door^  and  knock  ;  [if  any  man  hear  my  vaicef"]  ami 
open  the  door^  Iwiii  come  in  to  him^  and  wUlfup  with  him,  and  he 
with  me. 

IN  the  former  fermons,  ChriiVs  free  and  general  invitation  to 
fioners  bath  been  conddered  s  in  the  next  place,  we  are  to 
take  into  condderation  the  principal  means  or  inftrument  by  which 
the  heart  of  a  Cnner  is  opened  to  receive  Chrift  \  and  that  is  not 
bj  the  native  power  of  his  own  wiil»  not  by  the  alone  efficacy  of  the 
goTpd  preached,  but  by  the  voice  of  Jefus  Chrift ^  which  opens  the 
will,  and  makes  the  pcrfuafions  of  the  gofpel  eSeSuaL  If  any  man 
hear  my  voice. 

Hearing  is  either  externa/^  or  internal ;  for  the  foul  hath  its  ear, 
as  well  as  the  body.  <<  He  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hear  what 
"  the  Spirit  faith  unto  the  churches/'  Rev.  ii.  1 7.  i.  e.  He  that 
hath  a  ^ritual  ear  to  perceive  and  judge  the  voice  of  the  Spirit 
b?.  And  it  is  a  fore  judgment  when  God  denies  fuch  an  ear  to 
the  (bul,  Ifa«  vi.  9.  <<  Go  tell  this  people,  hear  ye  indeed,  but  un- 
"  derdand  not."  Spiritual  hearing  is  the  work  of  the  inner  man. 
And  though  we  have  many  auditors^  yet»  in  this  fenfe,  no  more 
hearo^  than  believers.  Words  6f  fenfe  do  in  fcripture  connote 
aSc£&)n$.  This  hearing  of  Chrid's  voice  implies  not  only  the  re- 
ceiving of  the  found  of  the  gofpel  into  the  external  organ  j  but  it 
notes  the  work  of  the  underfianding^  which  by  the  ear  trieth  words, 
>sthe  mouth  tafteth  meat.  Job  xti.  11.  And  the  work  of  the 
^^M/t/,  which  receive  the  truth  in  love,  a  Theif.  ii.  10.  It  alfo 
implies  the  obedience  of  the  foul  to  what  we  hear.  We  cannot  be 
faid,  in  this  fenfe,  to  hear  what  we  obey  not.  Our  minds  may  be 
clelighted  with  the  pleafant  air  and  melody  of  the  gofpel,  and  yet  it 
is  all  one  as  if  we  heard  it  not,  when  obedience  doth  not  follow  hear- 
i&gi  Eaek.  zxxiii.  32.  <*  Thou  art  unto  them  a  very  lovely  fong, 
"  &c  for  they  hear  thy  words,  but  they  do  them  not."    But  ia 
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this  place  it  cfpccially  fignifies  the  vltalfoundrfChrt/Fs  ejicaciotis  in- 
ternalvoicey  which  is  the  principal  of  fpiritual  life  to  the  fouk  of 
dead  finners  ;  according  to  that  expreffion  of  Chrift,  John  v.  25. 
««  Verily,  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  the  hour  is  coming,  and  now  is, 
<<  when  the  dead  (hall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God»  apd  they 
<«  that  hear  fliall  live." 

From  hence  the  eighth  Obfervation*  will  be  this, 

Do£l.  8.  That  no  marfs  nvill  favingly  and  effeBually  opens  to  receive 
Chrijly  until  the  fpiritual  quickening  voice  of  Chrjjt  hefirflheardhy 
the  foul. 

Now,  touching  this  almighty  fpiritual  voice  of  Chrift,  by  which 
the  hearts  of  finner^  are  effeftually  opened,  fix  things  muil  be  ex- 
plained in  order. 

1 .  The  divers  forts  and  kinds  of  Chrift's  voices. 

2.  The  general  nature  of  this  internal  voice. 

3.  The  innate  charafters  and  fpecial  properties  of  it. 

4.  The  objefts  to  whom  it  is  dire£ted. 

5.  The  motives  inducing  Chrift  to  fpeak  to  one,  and  not  to  ano- 
ther. 

6.  The  fpecial  effefts  wrought  and  fealed  by  it  upon  every  foul 
that  hears  it. 

Firjly  We  will  fpeak  of  the  divers  forts  and  kinds  of  Chrift's 
Toices.     I  am  here  only  concerned  about  two,  viz. 

1.  His  external. 

2.  His  internal  voice. 

I.  There  is  an  external  voice  ofChrift^  which  we  may  call  his  mi- 
nifterial  voice  in  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel.  The  fcriptures  are 
his  word,  and  miniilers  his  mouth,  Jer.  xv.  19.  He  that  hcareth 
them,  hcareth  Chrift. 

1 .  There  is  al  fo  an  internal  energetical  voice  of  Chrift^  confifting  not 
in  found,  but  power :  and  betwixt  thefe  two,  there  are  two  remark- 
able difFerchces.  ( i .)  The  external  or  miniderial  voice  of  Chrift, 
is  but  the  orgati  or  inftrument  of  conveying  his  internal  and  effica- 
cious voice  to  the  foul  \  in  the  former  he  fpeaks  to  the  ear,  and  in 
or  by  that  found  conveys  his  fpiritual  voice  to  the  heart.  (2.)  The 
external  voice  is  evermore  ineffectual  and  fuccefslefs,  when  it  is  not 
animated  by  that  internal  fpiritual  voice.  It  was  marvelous  to  fee 
the  walls  of  Jericho  falling  to  the  ground  at  the  found  of  rams- 
horns;  there  was  certainly  more  than  the  force  of  on  external  blaft 
to  produce  fuch  an  eft^dt  \  but  more  marvelous  it  is,  to  fee  at  the 
found  of  the  gofpel,  not  only  the  weapons  of  iniquity  falling  out  of 
finner's  hands,  but  the  very  enmity  itfelf  out  of  their  hearts.  Here 
you  fee  is  a  voice  in  a  voice,  an  internal  efficacy  in  the  external 
found  \  without  which  th^  gofpel  makes  no  faving  impreftion* 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


England s  Dutf*  17I 

Secondly^  This  fpiritual  voice  of  Cbrift  muft  be  confidered  in  iu 
general  nature^  which  implies  two  things  in  it : 
I.  Ahnighty  efHcacy. 
2.   Great  facility.  • 

I.  Almighty  efficacy,  to  quicken  and  open  the  heart  with  a 
word  :  O  what  manner  of  voice  is  this,  which  carries  fuch  a  vital 
power  along  with  it !  In  all  the  mighty  works  of  Chriil,  his  power 
was  ftill  put  forth  in  (bme  voice,  as  at  the  refurre£lion  of  Lazarus, 
John  xi.  43.  **  He  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  Lazarus  come  forth  j 
**  and  he  that  was  dead  came  forth."  So  in  curing  the  deaf  man, 
Mark  vii.  34-^**  He  faith  unto  him,  Ephphatha^  and  i\raightway  his 
"  ears  wei'e  opened."  Thus,  in  the  exerting  of  his  Almighty 
giorious  power  in  quickening  a  foul  Spiritually  dead,  and  opening 
tbe  heart  that  waslockt  up  by  ignorance  and  unbelief;  an  internal 
almighty  efficacy  pafTeth  from  Chrift,  aUng  with  the  voice  of  the 
gofpel,  to  effect  this  glorious  work  upon  the  foul :  an  emblem 
whereof  we  have  in  £zek.  xxxvii.  9,  i  o.  *«  Then  faid  he  unto  me, 
'*  prophefy  unto  the  wind,  prophefy,  fon  of  man,  unto  the  wind, 
««  faith  the  Lord  God ;  Come  from  the  four  winds,  O  breath, 
<<  and  breathe  upon  thefe  ilain,  that  they  may  live.  So  I  prophe- 
<^  iied  as  he  commanded  me,  and  the  breath  came  into  tiiem,  and 
**  they  lived,  and  flodd  up  upon  their,  feet,  an  exceeding  great 
«  army."  The  animating  vital  breath  which  quickened  the  dead, 
came  in,  or  with  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  as  this  almighty  power 
of  ChrlO;  doth  with  the  found  of  the  gofpel ;  and  before  it  the  heart 
opens,  the  will  bows,  Pfal.  ex.  3.  Man  can  no  longer  oppofe  the 
power  of  God^  man  and  man  ftand  upon  equal  ground;  the 
power  of  man  can  repel  the  power  of  a  fellow-creature  5  but  when 
the  power  of  Chriit  comes  along  with  the  voice  of  man,  there  is 
no  more  pdwer  to  refift.  *  This  voice  of  Chrift  then,  of  which 
the  text  fpeaks,  is  an  almighty  impreffion  made  upon  the  foul  of  a 
iinner  from  heaven,  which  is  to  that  foul  indcad  of  a  voice  ;  and 
2s  fully  expreffive  of  God's  mind  concerning  it,  as  any  articulate 
voice  in  the  world  can  be.  It  is  a  beam  of  light  Uiining  im- 
mediately from  the  Spirit,  into  the  foul  of  a  finner  \  as  plainly  and 
evidently  difcovering  both  its  danger  and  duty,  as  if  a  voice  from 
heaven  had  declared  them.  Thus  it  is  faid,  Ifa.  viii.  ii.  The 
Lord  fpake  to  Ifaiah  with  a  (^rong  hand,  that  is,  by  a  mighty  im- 
preffion upon  the  prophet's  fpirit,  which  was  as  a  voice  to  him.  Thus 
here,  the  Lord  not  only  dire^s  a  fuitable  word  to  a  finner's  condi- 
tion ;  but  alfo  impreiles  it  with  fuch  a  (Irong  hand  upon  his  heart, 
as  leaves  no  doubt  behind  it,  but  that  it  was  the  Lord  himfelf  that 

'  Thii  voice  aod  this  knocking  (ignify  the  thoughts  which*God  injedb,  in  order 
to  awaken  the  finner's  confcience ;  this  God  doth  fometiines,  not  always.     PooCt 
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fpake  to  his  foul.  This  is  Chrift's  way  of  fpeafcing  by  his  foirit,  to 
the  inner  fpiritual  car  of  the  fon!  j  not  by  oracnlfous  vokes,  which 
I  take  to  be  but  the  fuppofitions  of  an  overtroabletl  fancy  j  biit  by 
an  efficacious  imprcffion  upon  the  heart.  As  to  oracnloiis  voices, 
we  noay  fodner  wieet  fatanical  delwrtons,  than  divine  illuminations  in 
that  way.  The  learned  Gerfon  fpe^fes  of  a  good  man,  who,  being 
m  prayer,  feemed  to  hear  fuch  a  v^oice  as  this ;  I  am  come  inperfin 
kf  vifit  t/xe^fir  thou  aft  'worthy.  But  he  juftly  f ufpe£Hng  a  dehifion 
of  Satan,  ftiut  h«  eyes  T^ndt  faid,  Noh  hk  viikrt  Chnjhtmy  &c.  *  I 
*  will  not  fee  Chrift  here,  it  fhall  fuffice  me  to  fee  hinr  m  glory.' 
I  am  fupe  ChriCFs  v»ice  ia  the  written  word  is  more  fisre  than  a 
vokefrom  heaven,  2  Pet.  i.  19,  This  inward  fpiritnal  imprcffion 
is  Chrift's  effeftual  call  from  heaven  •,  and  it  is  a  ickttjtnejtrepitu 
fyilaharum^  without  found  or  fyllabls. 

2.  As  this  voice  of  Chrift  implies  almighty  eflfcacy,  fo  it  implies, 
in  like  manner,  the  facilky  of  converfion  unto  Chrift ;  he  can  do 
It  eafilj  with  a  word  of  his  mouth :  As  in  the  bodily  cures  perform- 
od  by  him  in  the  days  of  his  fleih,  how  fuddenly  and  ea®y  did 
Chrift  effect  them  ?  Speak  the  word  onhy^  feid  the  Centurion,  ami 
myfiroantjhaii  be  healed.  Thus,  let  the  Spirit  but  (peak  internally  to 
the  deadeil  foul,  and  it  lives.  Elijahtdid  but  caft  his  mantk  upon 
Eiiflia,  as  he  was  plowing  in  the  field,  and  he  prefently  intreats  the 
prophet  to  give  him  leave  to  go  home,  and  Iwd  his  friends  fercwel, 
and  he  wo^ld  follow  him' :  Thus  it  is  here  ;  let  2  beam  of  iaving 
light  Ihine  ifrom  the  Spirit  into  a  man's  heart  5  let  anr  eflfedhial  im- 
preffion  he  made  upon  his  foul,  and  he  is  prefently  made  willing 
to  quit  and  give  up  his  deareft  lufts  and  interefts,  and  to  embrace 
Chrift  upon  the  fevereft  terms  of  the  gofpel.  Converfion  is  too 
difficult  a.  work  fOr  angels  or  men  to  e£fe£t  in  their  own  ftlxngth  j 
but  Chrift  can  do  it  with  a  word.  <  And  thus  much  of  the  general 
nature  of  Chrift*s  Ipiritual  internal  voice ;  but  all  this  gives  us  but  a 
remote  imperfe^  knowledge  of  it :  Therefore, 

Thirdly^  I  fliall  endeavour  to  open  the  innate  characters  and 
fpecial  properties  of  this  internal  Spiritual  voice  of  Chrift,  which 
piuft  be  heard,  or  there  can  be  no  opening  the  door  of  the  heart 
to  receive  him. 

L  ChamRer.  And  the  firft  character  is  this  ;  it  is  a  fecret  and  a 
fill  voice,  whereby  fomewhat  is,  as  it  were,  whifpcred  into  the  ear 
of  the  foul,  making  a  particular  application  of  what  is  fpoken-  ex- 
ternally to  the  ear,  much  like  that  of  Nathan  to  David^  Thou  art 
the  matu  This  f^ill  voice  founds  throughout  the  whole  foiilj  yet 
none  hear  it  but  the  foul  concerned  in  it ;  it  is  faid,  i  Sam.  ix.  15^. 
"  The  Lord  told  Samuel  in  his  car,  the  night  before,'*  ?5V.  that 
is,  he  whifpercd  the  lecret  into  the  prophet's  mind :  So  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  whifpers  a  word  into  the  ear  of  a  finner^  which  makes  his 
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heart  to  trenible,  after.this  manneri  This  is  th^  vtrjJtaU  and  condt-- 
tm ;  ibis  is  thyjin^  which  is  no^u  opened  by  the  gofpel  in  thine  ears. 
This  is  a  voice  without  found  or  noife  to  any  others,  but  very  in- 
telligible to  the  foul  unto  whom  it  is  fpoken.  You  read  in  i  Kings 
xix.  iiy  12.  when  Elijah  ftood  upon  the  mount  before  the  Lord^ 
there  came  ^<  a  great  and  ftrong  wind,  which  rent  the  mountains, 
'<  aud  brake  in  pieces  the  rocks  before  the  Lord,  but  the  Lord  wad 
"  not  ia  the  wind ;  and  after  the  wind  an  earthquake,  but  the  Lord 
"  was  not  in  the  earthquake  \  and  after  the  earthquake  a  fire,  but 
<<  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  fire ;  and  after  the  fire  a  ftili  fihall  voice  : 
"  And  it  was  fo,  when  Elijah  heard  it,  that  he  wrapped  his  face  ifi 
«  his  mantle,"  55*r.  So  it  is  here ;  dreadful  things  arc  thundered 
again  ft  meii  by  the  voice  of  the  law,  the  Errors  of  the  Lord  are 
made  known,  hell  and  damnation  are  (et  before  the  eyes  of  finners ; 
but  until  the  Lord  Come  in  the  ftill  voice  of  his  Spirit,  and  sipply 
thofe  things  to  the  confcience,  the  finner  never  covers  his  face  with 
fhame  and  confufion,  nor  goes  afide  to  mourn  pnd  lament  his  mifery. 
This  voice  of  God  founds  to  the  very  centre  of  the  foul.  As  for 
the  outward  voice  of  the  gofpel  alone,  it  fignifies  little  ;  in  hearings 
men  hear  rtoty  Mat.  xiii.  13.  They  hear  the  voice  of  man,  but  not 
the  voice  of  God :  They  heat  the  fpund,  but  feel  not  the  power  of 
the  word.  What  is  fpoken  externally,  dies  in  the  ear  that  hears 
it :  But  this  ftill  voice  of  the  Spirit  by  fecret  paiTages  makes  its  way 
to  the  heart,  and  none  knows  what  God  fpeaks  but  the  foul  to  whom 
he  fpeaks.     That  is  the  firft  chata^cr. 

U.  CbaraSer.  The  internal  fpiritual  voice  of  Chrift  is  a  perfonal 
and  particular  voice,  fpeaking  diftin^^ly  and  particularly  to  the  cale 
and  ftate  of  the  foul,  as  if  it  were  by  name.  Minifters  do,  and  muft 
fpeak  in  general  \  they  draw  the  bow  of  the  gofpel  at  a  venture, 
not  knowing  to  whom  God  will  direct  the  arrow ;  but  the  Spirit 
guides  it  to  the  mark.  He  applies  general  truths  unto  particular 
per&Bs,  (b  as  the  foul,  to  whom  he  dire^s  it,  is  ftilly  convinced 
and  fatisfied  the  Lord  intends  and  means  it,  in  fuch  a  conviAive 
and  threatening  eiprefOon.  Oh,  faith  the  foul,  hath  the  Lord 
fingled  me  out  in  fpecial  ?  This  is  my  very  ftate  and  cafe.  You 
read,  John  x.  5-.  that  Chrift  calleth  his  Jbeep  by  name.  How  doth 
he  call  them  by  name  ?  But  by  fpeaking  direAly  and  particularly 
to  their  condition  and  cafe,  as  if  he  called  them  by  their  particular 
names.  He  doth  not  now  in  an  extraordinary  way,  as  of  old,  call 
Samuel,  Samuel;  or  Saul,  Saul;  but  he  fends  a  beam  of  convincing 
light  into  the  confcicncCj  plainly  difcovering  this  or  that  to  be  our 
lin,  danger,  or  duty ;  and  fo  as  to  the  efib£l:,  it  is  all  one  as  if 
God  named  him :  And  truly,  until  it  comes  to  this,  the  word 
hath  no  faving  operation  upon  the  foul.     A  man  may  hear  tcxf 
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thoufand  general  ^  truths,  aflcnt  to  them,  and  neyer  be  the  better 
for  them.  How  ftiU  and  quiet  was  David's  confcience,  until  Na- 
than ftruck  the  nail  upon  the  head,  by  a  home  perfonal  aj^llca- 
tion,  and  then  his  confcience  ftartled  ?  Thus  God  (ingles  out  one 
man  or  woman  from  among  a  thoufand  in  the  congregation,  fpeaks 
to  the  hesfft,  rips  up  the  feciire  confcience^  the  reft  hear  the  fame 
words,  but  Ifeel  not  the  fame  efficacy.  And  truly,  it  is  a  choice 
taiercy  when  God  (hall  plea(e  thus  to  (ingle  out  one  perfbn  from 
^mong  many,  after  this  manner  to  (peak  to  his  heart.  As  Chrift 
Aid  in  Luke  iv.  25,  26.  <*  Many  widows  were  in  Ifrael  in  the  days 
*«  of  Elias,  &€•  but  to  none  of  them  was  Elias  (ent,  favc  unto 
*'  Sarepta  a  city  of  Sidon,  unto  a  wonian  that  was  a  widow.'' '  So 
here,  multitudes  fat  with  you  under  the  fame  prayer  or  fermon, 
;but  unto  none  of  them,  at  that  time,  was  the  Spirit  (ent,  to  make 
A  particular  conviftive  application  thereof,  but  unto  thee.  In  this 
the  peculiar  goodneis  oJF  God  fhines  out,  and  (hould  for  ever  be 
admired  in  the  eyes  of  that  foul. 

III.  Chamber.  This  fpiritual,  internal  voice  of  Chrift  is  dtJUn" 
guifbaUe  by  the  foul  that  hears  it  from  all  other  voices  ;  John  x. 
4.  "  The  (hcep  know  his  voice.'*  As  in  the  ftilc  of  the  fcripturcs, 
there  is  a  weight  and  majefty  which  diftingui(bes  it  from  all  human 
.conspofures ;  lb  in  this  voice  of  Chrift,  there  is  a  majefty,  a  pecu- 
liar efticacy,  a  Divine  and  awful  authority,  by  which  the  (bul  dif- 
tioguifhes  it  from  all  human  voices.  It  was  faid  of  Chrift  in  the 
days  of  hisfle(h,  John  vii.  46.  <«  Never  man  fpake  like  this  man.** 
The  fame  may  we  fay  of  his  fjpiritual  voice,  the  foul  never  heard 
Itich  a  v(Mce  beibre  ^  it  feals  the  truth  upon  the  heart  (b  firmly, 
that  no  objections  are  left  againft  it.  It  was  not  fo  when  he  heard 
the  voice  of  man.  And  there  are  two  things  in  this  inward  voice 
of  Chrift,  which  apparently  difference  it  from  all  human  voices, 
(i.)  A  marvellous  light  comes  into  the  foul  with  it,  which  difco- 
vers  all  the  fecrets  of  the  heart.  God  Ihines  mto  the  heart  the 
fame  time  he  fpeaks  unto  it,  2  Cor.  iv.  (S.  and  now  the  fecriet  of 
the  hearts  are  mantfeft,  and  God  is  acknowledged  to  be  in  that 
wofd  of  truth,  i  Cor.  xiv.  25.  (2.)  A  marvellous  power  accom- 
patiieth  this  voice,  to  make  'a  deep  and  firm  impreiGon  of  what  is 
fpoken  upon  the  foul :  and  this  power  is  an  innate  character  of  the 
Toice  of  God,  whereby  the  foul  receives  it  as  his,  with  much  tS- 

s  furance,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  i  Thef.  1.  5.  "  Qur  gofpel  came 
•*  not  to  you  in  word  only,  but  alfo  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy 
•*  Ghoft,  and  in  much  affurance.'*  They  could  not  be  mok%  cer- 
tain of  any  thing  in  the  world,  than  they  were  of  this>  that  it  was 
tlie  Lord  that  (pake  to  them  in  that  word.    It  is  tnie»  at  the  fir  ft 

^ftasit,  the  foul  may  be  amazed  and  at  a  lofs,  as  Peter  when  he 
was  delivered  out  of  prifon>  Ads  zii.  xi,  thought  at  &ft  be  had 
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feena  vifion;  but  when  he  was  come  to  himfcif,  <*  Now,  (Eud  he) 
<(  I  know  of  a  furetj  that  the  Lord  hath  fent  his  angel,"  &c.  Thus 
it  is  with  the  foul,  it  is  amazed,  and  doubts  what  manner  of  call 
or  power  this  is,  fare  it  is,  it  never  heard  fuch  a  voice,  nor  ever 
felt  any  thing  Uke  this  before.  But  the  matter  is  quickly  cleared 
up,  when  the  foul  hath  refleded  duly  ujpon  it,  and  finds  (as  it 
quickly  doth)  fuch  a  wonderful  change  of  the  frame  and  temper 
of  the  heart  following  upon  it.  I  now  fpeak  not  of  thofe  into  whom 
grace  is  diftilled  in  the  way  of  godly  education  in  their  tender  years^ 
but  of  adult  perfons,  and  efpecially  fuch  as  have  been  groffer  finners. 

IV.  Chara^er.  This  fpiritual  internal  voice  of  Chrift  is  ayJ/r/n- 
Jttg  vice,  altogether  unexpefted  by  the  foul  that  hears  it ;  «'  I  am 
«  found  of  them  that  fought  me  not,''  Ifa.  Ixv.  1.  Little  do  we 
forefee  the  defigns  God  hath  upon  us  in  bringing  us  to  fuch  a 
place,  and  under  fiich  a  fermon,  at  fuch  or  fuch  a  time  }  even  as 
little  as  Saul  thought  of  a  kmgdom  when  he  was  feeking  his  fa-  . 
therms  afles.  It  is  much  with  us  as  it  was  with  the  apoftles  when 
Chrift  called  them ;  little  did  Matthew  think  when  he  fat  at  the 
receipt  of  cuftom,  or  Saul  think  when  polling  unto  Damafcus  upon 
the  deviFs  errand,  that  Chrift  and  falvation  had  then  been  fo  near 
them.  Some  have  come  to  feoff  and  deride  themeffengers  and  truths  * 
of  God;  others  to  gratify  their  curiofity  j  and  many  in  a  cuftomary 
courfe,  not  knowing  where  elfe,  with  peace  to  tlxemfelves  or  re- 
putation with  others,  to  fpend  that  hour.  But  God's  thoughts 
were  not  theirs ;  the  time  of  mercy  was  now  come,  and  whatever 
finfiil  or  low  ends  brought  them  thither,  the  Lord's  defign  was 
then  and  there  to  manifeft  himfclf  to  them.  It  is  with  fuch  fouls, 
in  fome  refpeft,  as  it  was  with  the  fpoufe,  Cant.  vi.  1 2.  to  whofe 
expreffion  I  may  here  allude,  "  Or  ever  I  was  aware,  my  foul  made 
''  me  as  the  chariots  of  Abinadab."  I  went  to  the  (Congregation 
for  company,  I  was  fitting  under  the  word  with  a  carelefs  wander- 
ing heart,  as  at  other  times  *,  when  lo,  above  all  the  thoughts  of 
mj  heart,  an  arrow  of  conviction  was  fuddenly  (hot  into  my  con- 
fcience,  which  ftartled,  wounded,  and  difquieted  it,  as  it  is  now 
beyond  the  power  of  any  but  Chrift  himfelf  to  fettle  and  fatisfy  it. 

V.  Char<in€r.  This  fpiritual  internal  voice  of  Chrift  is  energetic 
calf  great  and  mighty  in  power  •,  piercing  the  heart,  cleaving,  as  it 
were,  the  very  reins  j  fall  of  efficacy  to  the  foul  that  hears  it. 
The  power  of  God  conies  along  with  this  voice  of  God.  You  read, 
Hcb.  iv.  12.  **  The  word  of  God  is  quick  and  powerfal,  and  iharp- 
"  cr  than  any  two-edged  fword ;  piercing  even  to  the  dividing 
**  afunder  of  the  foul  and  fpirit,  of  thfe  joints  and  marrow. 

Now  this  efficacy  is  not  inherent  in  the  word  itfelf ,  it  works  not 
thus  as  a  natural  agent ;  then  all  would  feel  this  power,  that  comes 
within  the  found  of  it.    No,  this  comes  from  the  Spirit  of  Chrift, 
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fpeaking  in  it  to  the  finncr's  confcicnce ;  when  it  is  the  adminiftra* 
tion  of  the  Spirit,  then  it  becomes  thus  efficacious.  You  read 
in  Pfal.  xxix.  from  ver.  3.  to  10.  of  the  wonderful  efficacy  of 
God*s  providential  voice ;  "  The  voice  of  the  Lord  is  powexfel ; 
<<  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is  full  of  majefly ;  it  breaks  the  cedars, 
<<  divides  the  flames  of  iire,  ihakes  the  wildernefs,  maketh  the 
•«  hinds  to  calve."  .  This  the  providential  voice  of  God,  in  the 
winds,  thunders,  and  lightnings,  can  do ;  but,  alas!  what  is  this 
to  the  efficacy  of  his  fpiritual  voice?  What  is  the  breaking  of  the 
cedars  of  Lebanon  to  the  breaking  of  the  heart  of  a  flnner  ? 
What  is  the  Ihaking  of  the  tree$  in  the  wildemcfs  to  the  fears  of 
wrath  to  come,  wUch  (hake  the  fouls  of  convinced  finnerS|  and 
make  their  very  hearts  to  tremble  i  Afts  xvi.  30.  What  is  the 
dividing  of  the  flames  of  fire,  to  the  dividing  of  a  (bul  from  its 
beloved  lufts  ?  «  The  weapons  of  our  warfare  (faith  the  apoftle) 
«*  are  mighty  through  God,  to  the  pulling  down  of  ftrong  holds, 
f<  calling  down  imaginations,  and  every  high  thing  that  exaltech 
•*  itfelf  againfl  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing  into  captivity 
«  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift,"  2  Cor.  x.  4,  5.  Here 
be  the  glorious  efi^^ls  of  this  voice,  which  plainly  difcover  from 
whom  it  comes.  The  voice  of  God  is  no  lels  to  be  admired  in  its 
magnificent  efle^s  in  the  new  creation,  than  in  the  firft  creation, 
with  which  the  apoftle  compares  it,  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  "  God  that  com-* 
^<  manded  the  light  to  (hine  out  of  darknefs,  hath  fhined  into  our 
^<  hearts."  It  was  marvellous  to  fee,  at  the  word  of  ChriO,  Laza^ 
rus,  that  was  dead  in  his  grave,  to  come  forth  bound  in  his  graven 
clothes ;  and  no  lefs  to  fee  a  foul  dead  in  fin,  bound  in  the  bonds 
of  corruption,  at  a  word  of  Chrift,  to  arife  and  come  forth  with 
fpiritual  life  ;  John  v.  25.  "The  dead  fliall  hear  the  voice  of  the 
«  Son  of  God;  and  they  that  hear  it  ihall  live. 

VL  Chara^ier.  This  fpiritual  voice  of  Chrift  is  fo  conviSlive  to 
the  confcience  of  a  finner,  that  it  puts  a  final  end  to  all  (hifis  and 
evafions :  Whilft  man  oply  fpake,  the  foul  had  a  thoufand  fliifis  to 
evade  and  put  ofi^  what  was  fpoken  5  but  now  all  difputes  and  dc^ 
bates  are  at  an  end  -,  no  more  fubterfiiges  and  cunning  evafions  now. 
The  Spirit  when  he  cometh,  «  he  fliall  convince  the  world  of  fin," 
John  xvi.  8.  The  word  fignifies  to  convince  by  demonftration ; 
and  that  is,  to  fliew  a  thing  impoflible  to  be  otherwife  than  we  re- 
prefent  it  to  be.  Formerly,  when  the  terrors  of  God  were  threa- 
tened againft  fin,  the  fliuffling  heart  was  wont  to  fay,  this  concerns 
me  no  more  than  another  ;  if  it  go  ill  with  me,  it  will  go  ill  with 
thoufands  as  well  as  me.  It  is  true,  this  is  my  evil,  and  who  is  with- 
out them  ?  I  have  fome  evils  in  me,  but  yet  I  have  fomc  good  too. 
But  no  fooiter  doth  the  Spirit  fpeak  conviftion  to  the  confcience, 
but  all  thcfc  pleas  are  out  of  doors.    It  may  be,  the  ftate  of  the 
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finner^s  foul  was  doubtful  to  him  before ;  but  it  is  not  lb  now :  It 
had  fome  fears  of  hell,  but  balanced  with  fome  vain  hopes  of  hea- 
?en :  But  now  the  debate  is  ended,  the  great  quedion  determined. 
Whatever  I  am,  or  hjive ;  whatever  duties  I  have  done,  and  what- 
foever  fins  I  have  avoided,  I  fee  I  am  not  regenerated,  I  am  in  mj 
jmvnX  chriftlefs  ilate  ;  and  exce«>t  I  be  changed,  I  mufl  be  damn* 
cd,  Thb  was  the  effect  of  Chrift's  convidtive  voice  unto  Paul,  Rom. 
vii.  9.  "  I  was  alive  without  the  law  once,  but  when  the  comraand- 
*^  ment  came,  fin  revived,  and  I  died."  He  had  read  the  law 
man^  a  time,  and  had  the  literal  knowledge  of  it :  But  under  thefe 
things  his  vain  hopes  lived  and  flourished,  until  the  fpiritual  fenfe 
of  tl^  law  came  home  to  his  hearty  by  the  teaching  voice  of  the 
Spirit,  and  then  his  vain  hopes  gave  up  the  ghod,  and  his  fin  and 
guilt  ftared  in  the  face  of  his  confcience. 

VII.  Charafler,  The  voice  of  Chrift  whereof  we  now  fpeak,  is 
generally  and  ordinarily  conveyed  to  the  fouls  of  men  through  the 
'Word  preached i  which  is  the  chofen  organ  or  inftrumcnt  of  its  convey- 
ance. We  cannot  abfoluteiy  and  univerfally  afHmi  that  Chrift  al- 
ways fpeaks  to  men  this  way':  but  certainly  this  is  his  ftanding  and 
ordinary  courfe ;  i  Theff.  i.  5 .  "  Our  gofpel  came  not  to  you  in 
«*  word  only,  but  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghoft."  Our  gofpel^ 
becaufe  preached  and  miniftered  by  us;  but  had  that  been  all,  it 
bad  come  to  you  in  word  only,  as  it  doth  to  many  thoufand  others 
in  the  world,  who  hear  and  feel  nothing  in  it  more  than  whs^t  i% 
human :  But  unto  you  it  came  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghoft } 
that  is,  our  words  were  the  vehicle  and  organ  through  which  the  vi- 
tal power  of  the  Spirit  was  conveyed  into  your  fouls.  Providences 
have  their  voices  as  well  as  the  word  ;  and  fometimes  the  voice  of 
Chrill  hath  accompanied  the  voice  of  Providence,  to  the  converfion 
of  men's  fouls ;  but  this  .is  mOre  rare  and  unufual :  The  eftablifhed 
and  ordinary  way  of  Chrift's  fpeaking  to  the  hearts  of  finners,  is  by 
the  word,  and  efpecially  the  word  preached,  which  upon  that  very 
account  and  confideration,  as  it  is  the  organ  of  conveying  the  voice 
and  power  of  Chrift  to  the  foul,  is  therefore  "called  the  power  of 
"  God  to  falvation,'*  Rom.  i.  16.  This  inftrument  the  Lord  ge- 
nerally ufes  and  honours  for  the  conveyance  of  fpiritual  life  into  the 
fouls  of  men,  though  it  be  defpifed  and  contemned  in  the  world. 
•*  The  preaching  of  the  crofs  is  to  them  that  periih  foolifhnefs,  but 
"  unto  us  which  are  faved,  it  is  ,thc  power  of  God,"  i  Cor.  i.  1 8. 
i.  e-  the  chofen  inftrument  by  which  the  ftving  power  of  God  com- 
municates itfelf  to  the  fouls  of  men :  And  although  God  may  exert 
his  faving  power  through  providences,  yet  we  feldom  or  never  find 
he  doth  fo  whore  the  word  may  be  had,  but  is  defpifed  and  negleft- 
ed.  And  truly  herein  God  confults  our  peace  and  fatisfacltion  ; 
for,  fuppofe  be  ihould  make  ufe'^of  another  medium^  as  a  voice 
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from  heaven,  &c.  and  after  calling  (which  is  an  ufual  cafe)  the  alU 
cd  foul  fikould  quedion  aU,  and  fay,  how  do  I  ktiow  hut  all  this 
may  be  a  dclufion?  May  not  fatan  impofe  upon  poor  mortals,  and 
this  voice  from  heaven  be  a  counterfeit  voice  ?  My  eternal  eftate 
depends  upon  it,  and  I  had  need  to  be  fure  it  was  the  very  voice  of 
God  himfelf.  In  fuch  a  cafe  as  tl^is,  it  would  be  hard  to  give  fuch 
clear  diftinguifliing  charafbers  as  might  be  to  th)s  fatisfa£tion  of  the 
foul,  and  clearly  difference  one  from  the  other.  But  now,  when 
God  makes  the  word  his  inl^rument  in  this  matter,  it  yields  abun- 
dantly more  fatisfaftion  }  «  We  have  a  more  fure  word  of  prophe- 
<<  cy,'^  furer  than  a  voice  from  heaven,  2  Pet.  i.  19.  And  though 
Paul  was  ton  verted  by  a  voice  from  heaven,  yet  the  Lord  fends 
him  to  Ananias  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  him,  A6ls  ix.  17.  The 
Lord  will  honour  his  word.  Providence  may  make  way,  and  pre- 
pare the  heart ;  but  the  word  is  the  inftrument  by  which  the  Lord 
puts  forth  his  power  ordinarily  to  faivation. 
.  VIIL  CharaSier.  "Jhc  voice  oi  Chrift  leaves  abiding  effrcls 
and  la/iing  ifnpreffions  upon  the  foul  that  hears  it.  The  words  of 
men  are  fcattered  into  the  wind,  but  the  effeds  of  Chrift's  voice  are 
durable  and  lafting  things  ;  Pfal.  cxix.  93.  <<  I  will  never  forget 
<«  thy  word,  for  by  it  thou  haft  quickened  me.'*  How  many 
hundred  fermons  have  we  heard,  and  all  thofe  excellent  truths 
vaniflied  away  as  a  dream  ?  Oh,  but  if  ever  t^ou  heardft  Chrift 
fpeaking  to  thy  heai*t  in  any  fermon,  09  prayer,  to  be  fure  that  will 
ftickby  thee  for  pver  :  his  words  arefealed  upon  the  foul  for  ever; 
they  are  written  in  the  heart,  Jer.  xxxi.  33.  What  Job  wifhed, 
concerning  his  word,  that  is  really  performed  in  the  words  of  Chrift, 
<«  They  arc  written  as  in  the  rock  for  ever."  We  have  flippery 
memories,  but  the  weakeft  memory  will,  and  muft  retain  the  words 
of  Chrift,  fpoken  to  the  heart  by  his  Spirit ;  for  they  are  fealed 
upon  it.  Job  xxxii.  16.  «  Hefealeth  their  inftruftions;"  and  this 
fecures  them.  Thus  you  have  the  innate  characters  of  Chrift's 
voice. 

Fourthly^  I  fhall  next  fpeak  to  the  perfonal  objefts  unto  whom 
Chrift  ordinarily  directs  this  his  internal,  efficacious,  and  faving 
voice  or  call.  And  although  h  be  true  that  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  is 
a  free  agent,  ailing  with  the  greateft  liberty,  and  calleth  whom  he 
will,  according  to  that,  John  iii.  8.  "  The  wind  bloweth  where  it 
"  lifteth  :**  And  it  is  true  defaBo^  that  Chrift  hath  made  foroe  of 
all  forts  and  ranks  of  men  to  hear  his  voice;  yet  if  we  confider  the 
way  he  commonly  takes,  we  (hall  find  that  it  is  very  true  and  fel- 
dom,  that  Chrift  direfts  this  faving  voice  or  call  of  his  to  the  great 
and  wife  of  tliis  world  :  i  Cor.  i.  26.  "  You  fee  your  calling,  brc- 
«*  thren,  how  that  not  many  wife  men  after  the  flefli,  not  many 
"  mighty,  not  many  noble  are  called."    He  faith  not  any^  but 
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nU  many.  Somfi  Chrift  doth  call ;  <  left  (as  one  rotes)  the  world 
<  fhoukl  think  that  Chriftians  were  deceived  through  their  fimpU- 
'  city  and  weaknefs.*  One  rich  Jofeph  of  Arimathea;  one  ho- 
nourable Nicodemusy  but  not  many.  Men  of  the  greateft  fame  and 
renown  in  the  world  have  been  the  greateft  and  fierceft  enemies 
againft  Chrift :  Galen  the  chief  phylician.  Porphyry  the  chief 
Ariftotelian,  Plotinius  the  chief  Platonift,  Lybanus  and  Ludan  the 
chief  orators^  were  all  profeiTed  enemies  of  Chrift.  Two  things 
make  a  man  great  in  the  eyes  of  the  world;  the  external  endow- 
ments of  Providence,  heaping  up  riches  and  honours  upon  the  out- 
ward man  ;  and  internal  gifts  and  endowments  of  the  mind|  adorn- 
ing the  inward  man,  as  ftrong  reafon,  ftiarpnefs  of  wit,  &c.  Whea 
both  thefe  meet  (as  many  times  they  do)  in  one  and  the  fame  per- 
fon,  they  make  him  great  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  ufually  ia 
his  own  eyes  too  5  yea,  too  great  to  ftoop  to  the  ilmplicity  of  the 
gofpcl,  and  the  humbling  felf-denying  terms  thereof.  Thefe  the 
Lord  afually  paiTes  by,  and  direAs  his  voice  to  the  poor :  the  poor 
receive  the  gofpel ;  "  God  hath  chofen  the  poor  of  this  world,  rich 
«  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom,"  James  ii.  5.  And  this 
choice  of  God,  Chrift  bleffeth  him  for,  Matth.  xi.  25.  «  I  thank 
«  thee,  O  Father,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  becaufe  thou  haft 
«  hid  thefe  things  from  the  wiie  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed 
«  them  unto  babes  5  even  fo,  Father,  for  fo  it  fcemeth;good  in  thy 
<<  fight."  And,  indeed,  the  wifdom  of  God  deferves  our  admi- 
ration in  this  difpenfation  :  For, 

(i.)  Hereby  the  freenefs  of  his  grace  is  vindicated.  None  can 
now  pretend  that  any  earthly  excellency  commends  any  man  to 
God,  or  that  the  favour  of  heaven  is  engaged  by  the  fame  motives 
that  the  refpefls  of  this  world  are :  For  now  you  fee  the  truth  of 
that  fcripturc.  Job  xxxiy.  19.  before  your  eyes,  "  He  accepteth 
"  not  the  ^crkns  of  princes,  nor  regardeth  the  rich  more  than 
"  the  poor  5  for  they  are  all  the  work  of  his  hands."  Earthly 
riches  and  honours,  os  empty  things  as  they  are,  yet  are  too  much 
idolized  by  men :  What  would  they  be,  could  they  procure  our 
£ivour  and  acceptance  with  the  Lord  ?  (2.)  By  fuch  a  choice  as 
this  the  Lord  plainly  ftiews  us,  that  religion  needs  not  worldly 
props  to  fupport  it.  As  at  firft  it  was  fpread  by  the  power  of  God 
in  the  world,  by  poor  contemptible  men,  fo  it  is  ftill  upheld  with- 
out hiUBaii  policy  or  riches.  The  church  is  called  the  Congregation 
'rftbepeoTyPhkL  Ixxiv.  20.  ^he  Lord  will  have  us  know,  that  he* 
is  able  to  maintain  and  carry  on  his  coui^fels  in  the  world,  without 
the  wealth  of  rich  men,  the  authority  of  great  men,  or  the  poli- 
cies of  wile  men  *,  he  needs  them  not.  {3*)  By  this  choice  he  pours 
contempt  upon  thoTe  things  which  are  moft  admired  among  men  : 
iSo  he  tells  us^  i  Cor.  i.  27.  <<  God  hath  chofen  the  foolilh  things 
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«  of  the  world  to  confound  the  wife  ;  and  the  weak  things  of  tt^ 
<«  world  to  confound  the  things  that  are  mighty.'*  And,  certain- 
ly, (hame  and  confufion  of  face  will  cov^r  the  great  ones  of  this 
world  in  the  world  to  come,  when  they  fiiall  fee  thefe  poor  Chril- 
tians  whom  they  contemned  and  Icorned  upon  earth,  as  not  worthy 
to  come  into  their  prefence,  to  be  fo  infinitely  preferred  befort  them 
in  the  favour  of  God.  In  a  word,  this  efficacious  fpiritual  toiceof 
Chrift  is  direfted  but  to  a  few,  even  of  the  many  that  fit  within  tbe 
found  and  call  of  the  gofpel,  Matth.  xxii.  14.  "  Many  arecallcJ, 
««  but  few  are  chofen."  Chrift's  flock  is  a  little  floek.  There  be 
many  birds  of  prey  to  one  bird  of  pnradife  :  Many  common  pMtes  to 
ont faphire  or  diamond.  It  is  not  for  us  to  difpute  the  rcafbn,  but 
to  «dore  the  fovereignty  of  God  in  this  matter.  And  of  thofe  fe\7 
whom  he  calleth,  the  greatcft  part  is  of  the  lower  rank  and  order 
of  men.  The  gutter  and  dazzle  of  this  world  blinds  the  eyes  of 
the  gre3te{l.  Extremity  of  pinching  wants  diverts  the  minds  of  the 
very  loweft  \  but,  betwixt  thefe  two  extremes  there  is  a  third  fort 
of  perfons  whom  the  Lord  moft  ufually  calk. 

Fifthly^  If  it  be  queried  why  the  voice  and  call  of  Chrift  fhould 
be  directed  to  this  perfon  rather  than  to  that  ?     Certainly,  it  is  not 
from  any  dignity  or  excellency  outward  or  inward,  thar Chrift  fees 
in  one  above  another;  for  all  are  (hut  up  under  the  famecommoi^ 
fin  and  mifery  of  the  fall ;   and  therefore  the  apoftlc  told  the 
Ephefians,  who  had  heard  and  anfwered  the  voice  of  Chrift,  "that 
*<  they  were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath  even  as  others,*' 
Eph.  ii.  3.     If  it  were  not  fo,  man  would  have  fomething  to  gtory 
in  before  God ;  but  Chrift  refolves  this  whole  difpenfation  into 
its  proper  caufe,  the  good  pleafurc  of  the  Divine  will,  Mat.  xi. 
26.  "  Even  fo,  Father,  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight.*'     This 
good  pleafure  of  the  will  of  God  fometimes  orders  thofe  fo  hear 
t|ie  voice  of  his  Son,  that  feem  to  ftand  at  a  far  greater  diftance  and 
improbability  to  hear  it  than  others  do.     It  is  faid  of  the  Ephefians, 
that  they  were  afar  off,  Ephef.  ii.  13.  yet  they  heard  the  voice  of 
Chrift  ,  when  that  difcreet  fcribe,  Mark  xii.  34.  who  was  not  far 
from  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  Agrippa,  A6ls  xxvi.  28.  who  al- 
moft,  or  within  a  very  little,  was  perfuaded  to  be  a  Chriftian,  never 
heard  it;  therefore  it  is  faid,  Matth.  viii.   11,  12.  "  Many  (hall 
"  come  from  the  eaft  and  weft,  and  ftiall  fit  down  with  Abraham, 
««  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  :  But  the  chil- 
«  dren  of  the  kingdom  fliall  be  caft  out  into  outer  darkncfs.'*     O 
marvellous  difpenfation  !  many  a  poor  foul  under  the  greatcft  dif- 
advantaf,es,  a  poor  fervant  that  hath  but  little  time,  and  multitudes 
of  incumbrances;  yet  fuch  a  one  is  often  called  cffeftually  by  this 
voice  of  Chrift  ;  when  thofe  that  enjoy  multitudes  of  opportunities, 
and  have  abundance  of  time  lying  upon  their  hands  which  they 
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know  not  what  to  do  with  \  who  have  the  choiceft  books  at  com- 
maod,  yet  hear  nothing,  and  feel  itothing  amidft  all  thefe  advan- 
tages to  any  purpofe  \  all  this  is  wholly  to  be  refolved  into  the  good 
pleafufe  of  the  will  of  God. 

Sixthly y  in  the  next  place>  let  us  view  the  effe£b  of  this  voice  of 
Chrifl  upon  the  fouls  of  men,  an^  we  (hall  find  divers  remarkable 
eSe^  wrought  upon  the  heart  by  it. 

I.  Effea.  And  the  firft  effeft  of  the  voice  of  Chrift,  is  cenvi^ion 
upon  the  confcience ;  conviction  both  of  fin  and  mifery,  John  xvi. 
9.  <<  The  Spirit  when  he  comethi  (hall  convince  the  world  of  fin.** 
This  is  a  voice  of  terror  \  it  ftrikes  dead  the  vain  hopes  of  a  finner^ 
Rom.  v&  9.  Now  the  ibul  that  was  before  fecure  and  quiet,  be* 
comes  the  (eat  of  trouble  and  anxiety.  It  is  true,  there  was  a 
general  conviction  of  fin  before,  they  knew  that  all  are  finners ; 
that  they  denied  not.  But  alas  I  this  general  conviAion  is  quite 
another  thing  to  what  the  ibul  feels  now ;  now  it  can  (hift  and 
wave  the  matter  no  longer.  This  voice  of  Chrid  <<  (hews  then\ 
**  their  iniquities,  and  hpw  they  have  exceeded,''  as  the  expreffion 
is,  Jobxxxvi^  8,  9.  exceeded  in  number,  and  exceeded  in  heinouf- 
ncis  of  aggravation.  A  general  conviCUon  of  fin  aSe£ts  a  man  no 
more  than  the  fight  of  a  painted  Hon  upon  a  fign-poft  i  but  when 
a  particular  conviction  is  fethome  upon  the  conkience,  by  this  fpe* 
dal  inward  voice  of  Cbrift,  fin  19  then  like  a  living  lion,  meeting 
a  man  in  the  way,  and  roaring  dreadfully  upon  him.  This  is  the 
firft  cSk&  of Chrift's  voice,  and  is  mtroduCtive  unto, the, 

II.  Effe^.  Which  is  humiliation^  and  contrition  of  heart  for  fin  ; 
thoTe  threats  of  fcripture  againit  fin  and  (inners,  which  were  wont 
to  be  flighted,  are  now  trembled  at  ^  thofe  Jews,  ACb  ii.  37*  to 
whofe  hearts  Chrift  fpake  m  Peter's  fermon,  as  foon  as  ever  they 
heard  his  voice,  founding  conviCtion  in  their  confciences,  they 
were  frekntlj  pricked  at  the  heart ;  no  fword  or  poniard  can  make 
fiich  a  wound,  and  put  a  poor  creature  into  fuch  pain,  as  a  fight  of 
fin  will  do  I  therefore,  Zech.  xii.  10.  they  are  faid  to  mourn  for 
Chnfi,  as  for  an  only  (on.  Now  this  is  the  glorious  prerogative  of 
JcTus  Chrift,  to  be  able  to  reach  and  wound  the  heart  with  a  word  : 
The  voice  of  man  cannot  do  it ;  but  the  fpirit  of  a  man  lies  naked 
nd  open,  both  to  be  wounded  and  healed  by  a  word,  from  the 
mouth  of  Chrift.  No  (boner  hath  a  poor  (Inner  heard  the  awful 
voice  of  conviction,  fpoken  to  his  confcience,  by  the  Lord  Jefus, 
bat  he  feels  himfelf  (ick  ;$  heart  \  home  he  goes  from  that  fermon 
bf  which  Chrift  fpake  effeClual  conviCtion  to  him,  crying,  O  fick ! 
&:k !  my  foul  is  diftrefled,  becaufe  of  fin  I  There  is,  indeed,  a  great 
(U6bence  in  the  depth  and  degrees  of  this  contrition  and  humilia- 
tion ;  it  penetrates  deeper  into  fome  hearts  than  others,  and  holds 
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tliem  longer  under  it :  Bnt  certain  it  is,  who  ever  hath  heard  the 
convincing  voice  of  Chrift,  he  feels  fo  much  forrow  for  fin,  as  for 
ever  fepafates  him  from  the  love  of  it. 

ni.  Effect,.  This  voice  of  Chrift  ronzes  and  awakens  the  carelefs 
and  iluggifh  mind  to  the  greateft  folicitude  and  thoughtfulnefs  after 
deliverance,  and  efcapc  from  the  danger  that  hangs  over  it ;  A^ 
xvi.  30.  «  Trembling  and  aftoniflied,  he  cried  out.  Sirs,  what 
«<  niuft  I  do  to  be  faved  ?**  All  the  powers  of  the  foul  run  into 
folicitude  and  care  about  deliverance.  You  (hall  generally  obfcrve 
in  convinced  and  humbled  finners,  three  evident  iigns  of  extraor* 
dinary  folicitude  about  falvation.  (i.)  There  is  a  ftrong  intention 
of  their  minds  and  thouights,  they  ftand  night  and  day  Tiki  a  bow 
at  the  full  bent ;  their  thoughts  are  ftill  poring  upon  this  matter, 
their  fleep  departs,  for  their  fin  and  danger  is  ever  befiare  them. 
(2.)  It  appears  by  their  fearching  inquifitivenefs  about  the  way  of 
efcapc;  the  queftioti  they  flill  carry  with  them  from  company* to 
company,  where  they  meet  with  any  whom  they  }udg«  able  to  rc- 
folve  or  direft  them,  is  this :  What  courfe  (hall  I  take  ?  What 
ihall  1  do  ?  Is  there  any  hope  for  ftch  a  one  as  I  ?  Did  you  ever 
know  a  foul  iti  my  condition  ?  (3.)  It  appears  by  the  little  notice 
they  take  at  this  time  of  their  outward  troubles  and  afflidions; 
whkh,  it  may  be,  arc  ftrong  and  (harp  enough  to  overwhelm  them 
at  another  time  %  but  now  they  take  little  notice  of  them.  Sin  lies 
fo  heavy,  that  it  makes  heavy  affli^ons  lie  light. 

ly.  ij^y?.  A  fourth  effeft  of  the  voice  of  Chrift,  is  encourage*- 
zpent  and  hope,  patting  the  foul  upon  the  ufe  of  means  in  order  to 
the  ahainment'of  Chrift  and  falvation  (  for,  it  is  an  inviting  as  well 
as'a  convidting  voi<he :  And  this  is  a  remarkable  difference  betwixt 
the  voice  of  Chrift?  and  the  voite  of  Satan,  with  refped  ,to  fin. 
Sntan  labours  to  cut  off  aM  hope,  and  ftrikc  the  foul  dead  under 
tlte  diefpair  of  mercy ;  as  well  knowing,  that  if  he  can  cot  off  hope^ 
;ul  emotions  and  endeavours  of  the  foul  after  Chrift  are  efiedhially 
ftopt,  and  at  a  dead  ftand :  But  how  much  convincing  terrors  foever 
il^ere  are  in  the  voice  of  Chrift,  there  is  always  fbmething  left  be- 
hind It  upon  the  heart  to  breed  and  fiipport  hope.  And  truly  the 
foul,  '^midft  tbefe  fad  circumftances,  hath' great  need,  of  fome  en- 
couragement ;  but  the  Lord  ufually,  after  (harp  convi^ions,  fcts 
home  upon  the  foul  fuch  a  word  as  that,  John  vi.  37.  «  Him  that 
"  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out :  For  I  came  down  from 
«  he?ven  not  to  do  mine  own  will,  but  the  will  of  him  that  fent 
«  me."  Wherein  ♦Chrift  offers  the  moft  rational  fatis&Aion,  and 
greateft  encouragement  imaginable,  that  a  poor  convinced  iinaer^ 
if  he  be  made  willing,  ihall  certainly  find  an  hearty  welcome  and 
acceptation  with  Chrift.  For  mark  how  he  argues  it  on  purpoie 
for  the  fatisfa£tion  of  fuch  fouk ;  <<  I  came  not  down  from  heavea 
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(i  to  do  mine  own  will,  bat  the  will  of  him  that  fent  me/'  The 
force  of  the  encouragement  lies  here,  '*  I  and  my  Father  are  one;" 
(me  in  will,  and  one  in  defign,  our  wills  never  did,  nor  poflibljr 
can  jar  and  clafli  one  with  another ;  that  would  be  utterly  repug- 
nant  to  the  perfeA  unity  that  is  betwixt  us*  Now^  faith  he,  /  came 
down  from  heaven^  not  only  to  do  mine  own  willf)  which  muft  necefla- 
rily  be  fuppofed  to  be  intently  fet,  and  ftrongly  inclined  to  receive  ' 
and  fave  ail  convinced  and  willing  finners,  this  being  the  very  end 
of  my  incarnation  and  death)  but  a/fo  to  do  the  will  of  my  Fathtr^ 
who  hath  fent  me  to  bind  up  the  broken*  hearted,  and  anointed  me 
to  preach  good  tidings  to  the  meek,  Ifa.  Ixi.  i.  And  therefore  no 
fuch  foul  can  rationally  doubt  of  a  welcome  reception  with  me. 
And  becaufe  (he  fears  and  jealoufies  of  a  convinced  confcience  are 
great  and  many,  and  the  devil  fets  in  with  them  to  aggravate  them 
beyond  the  hopes  of  mercy ;  therefore  it  is  ufual  with  the  l^rd,  at 
fuch  a  time  as  this,  to  dire£):  the  convinced  and  trembling  (inner  to 
fuch  a  fcripture  as  that,  Heb.  vii.  25.  «  Wherefore  he  is  alfo  able  to 
<'  fave  them  to  the  uttermoft,  that  come  unto  God  by  him,''  &c. 
Making  the  fulnefs  qf  Chriil's  faving  power  to  (hine  with  a  cheer- 
fill  beam  into  the  dark  and  diftrefled  foul  of  a  finner,  from  fuch  a 
word  as  that. 

V.  Effea.  A  fifth  effea  or  confequent  of  ChriA's  powerful 
voice,  is  an  ottraBive  efficacy^  orfweet  alluring  of  the  foul  to  Chrift 
by  that  power  and  efficacy  which  it  communicates  to  the  fotilf  John 
vl  44,  45.  «  No  man  can  come  unto  me,  except  the  Father  which 
<(  hath  fent  me  draw  him.  Every  man,  therefore,  that, hath  heard 
<<  and  learned  of  the  Father  cometh  unto  me/'  Mark  it,  this  voice 
fpeedily  puts  the  foul  into  motion  after  Chrift ;  coming  follows  hear- 
ing; when  once, the  foul  hath  heard  the  voice  of  God,  away  it 
comes  from  all  iinful  engagements  in  the  world)  all  bonds  and  ties 
betwixt  the  foul  and  fin  break  afunder  and  give  way  \  nothing  can 
hold  it  from  Chrift.  There  is  a  ftrange  reftleflhefs  in  the  fpirit  of 
man,  nothing  but  Chrift  can  centre  and  quiet  it. 

VL  Effea.  And  then  laiHy,  the  laft  effisft  of  Chrift's  voice  or 
call  isfweet  reft  and  confolation  to  the  inner  man.  When  once  the 
foul  is  come  home  to  Chrift  by  the  efficacy  of  *his  heavenly  call  or 
voice,  it  enters  mto  peace,  Heb.  iv.  3.  «  We,  which  have  believ- 
^  cd,  do  enter  into  reft  *,"  not  only  JbaUy  but  do  enter  into  reft. 
As  the  firft  effeA  of  Chrift's  voice  was  terror  and  great  trouble  to 
the  foul,  fo  the  laft  effect  is  peace ;  it  puts  the  foul  into  the  moft 
excellent  pofition  in  the  world,  for  comfort  and  joy;  it  never  ftood 
upon  fuch  ground  before ;  for  this  vocation  ftands  betwixt  predei^ 
tinatbn  and  glorification,  Rom.  viii.  30.  "  Moreover,  whom  he 
«  did  predeftinate,  them  he  alfo  called,  and  whom  he  called,  them 
^  he  alfo  juftified ;  and  whom  he  jufUfied^  them  he  alfo  gloci- 
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"  fied.**  Sec  here  into  what  a  blcffed  mount  of  YJfioni  the  voice 
of  Chrift  calieth  the  fouls  of  finners !  wherCi  let  the  foul  look 
backward  or  fbf ward|  from  eternity  to  eternity,  there  is  nothing 
but  a  vifion  of  peace  before  its  eyes.  This  call  of  God  points  it 
backward  to  God's  eternal  choice,  which  by  this  very  call  it  is 
now  manifeft,  he  made  of  that  foul  before  the  world  was ;  and  it 
alfo  points  forward  to  that  eternal  glory  unto  which  God  is  lead- 
ing it.  Thefe  are  the  effeAs  of  this  Almighty  voice  of  Chrift, 
and  thefe  the  fpecial  inftru^ons  fealed  by  it  upon  the  hearts  of 
men* 

But  now,  this  voice  of  Chrift  is  not  heard  at  all  times ;  but  in 
feme  f|:leciai  feafon  or  hour,  as  Chrift  calls  it,  John  v.  25.  *<  The 
«  hour  Cometh  when  the  dead  (hall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of 
««  God.**  And,  elfewhere,  by  the  apoftle,  it  is  called  «« the  accept- 
«  ed  time,  the  day  of  falvation,*'  2  Cor.  vi.  a.  And  the  conjunct 
tion  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  with  the  word,  ordinances,  or  provi- 
dences of  God,  but  efpecially  the  word,  makes  this  blefted  hour. 
The  word  alone,  though  never  fo  excellently  preached,  c<»)duces 
no  more  to  the  conviAion  and  falvation  of  a  finner  than  the  waters 
of  Bethefda  did,  when  the  angel  came  not  down  to  trouble  them, 
John  V.  4.  But  when  the  Lord  pours  out  his  Spirit  with  the  word, 
according  to  that  promife,  Prov.  i.  33.  '<  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit 
<<  upon  you,  and  make  kiiown  my  words  unto  you,"  then  Chrift 
Ijpeaks  to  the  heart  i  this  great  conjunftion  of  the  word  and  Spirit 
makes  that  blefled  time  and  feafon  of  falvation  the  time  of  love, 
the  time  of  life.  Now  the  voice  of  Chrift  is  heard  with  eflFcft; 
the  ordinances  impregnated  with  convincing  and  converting  effica- 
cy. There  was  an  abundant  efilifion  of  the  Spirit  in  the  ftrft  age 
of  Chriftianity,  and  then  the  voice  of  Chrift  was  heard  by  multi- 
tudes of  fouls  at  once.  There  hath  ftnce  been  a  reftraint  of  the 
Spirit,  comparatively  fpeaking  \  whereas  three  thoufand  fouls  were 
then  converted  at  -one  fermon,  poffibly  three  thoufand  fermons 
have  fince  been  preached,  and  not  one  foul  effeAually  called. 
This  hath  made  the  church  like  a  wildernefs ;  a  land  of  droughty 
and  fo  it  b  like  to  remain,  "  until  the  Spirit  be  poured  upon  us 
«<  from  on  high,  and  the  wildernefs  be  a  fruitful  field  ;**  according 
to  that  promife,  Ifa.  xxxii,  15.  And  fuch  a  time  we  ^xped; 
Lord  haften  it,  when  the  waters  of  the  ordinances  fliall  be  haded, 
•<  and  every  thing  that  liveth,  which  moveth  whitherfeever  the 
«  river  fliall  come,  fliall  live.  And  fifliers  fhall  ftand  upon  it 
«  from  £n-gedi  even  unto  En-eglaim  \  they  fliall  be  a  place  to 
<<  fpread  forth  nets ;  their  fifli  ihall  be  according  to  their  kind,  as 
«<  the  fifli  of  the  great  fea,  exceeding  many,**  Ezek.  xlvii.  9,  10. 
Then  mhiifters  fliall  no  longer  fifli  with  angles,  catching  now  one, 
and  then  another  i  but  fli^  fpread  forth  their  nets,  and  inclofe 
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whole  (hoalsy  multitudes  of  converts.  In  the  mean  tune  there  are 
fome  fignal  periods,  and  happy  feafonsi  wherein  Chrift  uttereth  hk 
almighty  voice  in  the  word  ;  but  that  feafon  is  utterly  unforekn^wn 
to  man  i  we  cannot  fay  when  it  will  come,  but  are  to  wait  for  it, 
as  the  man  did  at  the  pool  of  Bcthefda.  Miniilers  muft  preach  in 
hope,  wait  in  hope,  if  at  any  time  God  will  give  the  people  repen* 
tance,  2  Tim.  ii,  25.  We  are  often  miftaken  in  our  conjedhires  % 
when  we  have  made  the  b^ft  preparations,  and  find  a  more  than  or- 
dinary enlargednefs  of  fpirit,  we  are  apt  to  conclude,  certainly  thjt 
b  the  blefled  hour  wherein  Chrift  will  fpeak  to  the  heart  as  we  do 
to  the  ear :  but  we  oft-times  find  ourfelves  miftaken ;  yet  we  muft 
wait  in  hope,  and  fo  muft  our  people*  Such  a  happy  time  maj 
come,  and  when  it  doth,  it  will  be  a  day  for  ever  to  be  remember* 
cd  i  becaufe  then  the  firft  ad^ual  application  of  Chrift  will  be  made 
to  your  fouls ;  without  which  all  that  the  Father  hath  done  in  elec- 
tion,  and  the  Son  in  his  meritorious  redemption,  had  been  of  no 
benefit  or  advantage  to  your  fouls.  And,  therefore,  you  (hall  find 
that  this  work  of  the  Spirit  ftaiids  betwixt  both  thofe  works,  and 
makes  them  both  eflTei^tual  to  our  falvation,  i  Pet.  i.  a.  This  is 
that  Ucfled  hour  upon  which  our  eternal  blefiedneis  depends; 
eternity  will  be  taken  up  in  blefling  God  for  this  hour :  it  will  be 
celebrated  for  ever  in  your  praifcs,  in  the  world  to  come.  O  what 
an  influence  hath  this  hour  to  all  eternity  I  The  hearing  of  this 
voice  of  Chrift  effe£tually  opens  the  cabinet^counfels  of  heaven,  and 
brings  to  light  the  eternal  counfclsof  God  concerning  you;  i  TheC 
i.  4,  5*  <<  Knowing  brethren,  beloved^  your  ele£lion  of  God :  for 
**  our  gofpel  came  not  unto  you  in  word  only,  but  alfo  in  power, 
"  and  in  the  Holy  Ghoft."  This  gives  greater  afiurance  of  the 
eternal  love  of  God  to  a  man's  foul,  than  the  fweeteft  fmile  of  pro* 
vidence,  or  any  oraculous  voice  from  heaven  could  do.  This  is  the 
time  of  life,  the  day  of  our  fpiritual  refurreAion,  John  v«  25.  A 
greater  and  more  glorious  refurrcftion  by  far  than  that  of  your  bo- 
dies at  the  laft  day ;  fo  much  greater,  as  the  value  of  your  foub  is 
above  your  bodies.  As  alfo,  becaufe  the  blelTedneis  of  your  corpo- 
real reforre^on  depends  upon  this  your  fpiritual  rcfurreftion,  by 
the  voice  of  Chriit.  Dreadful  will  the  voice  of  Chrift  be  at  the 
refurredion  of  your  bodies,  except  you  firft  hear  this  vital  voice  of 
Chrift  quickening  your  fouls  on  earth  with  fpiritual  life.  To  con« 
clade ;  this  is  the  great  JEra^  or  head  of  account,  from  which  yon 
are  to  reckon  and  date  all  your  fpiritual  fanclified  mercies  \  for  as 
the  Lord  faid  unto  the  Jews,  Hag.  ih  19.  "  From  henceforth  will  I 
"  Wefi  you;"  fo  fwth  the  Lord  to  you,  fi"0(n  this  hour  wherein 
yoQ  have  heard  and  obeyed  the  voice  of  Chrift,  will  I  blefs  you  for 
e?er  with  all  fpiritual  blefiings  in  heavenly  places  in  him* 
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I.  Ufcf  for  Lamentathn. 

This  point  prefents  us  with  abundant  matter  of  lamentaticn  and 
mourning  over  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  that  fit  under  the  found 
ef  the  gofpei :  but  yet  as  Chrift  fpeaks  of  the  Jews,  John  ▼.  37* 
^  who  have  not  heard  the  voice  of  God  at  any  time :"  the  minif- 
terial  voice  ofChrift  they  hear  daily;  but  this  efiicacious  internal 
ipoice)  which  makes  the  minifterial  voice  the  word  of  life  and  pow- 
er, they  have  not  heard.  The  gofpei,  to  the  mod  of  our  hearers, 
B  but  an  empty  found  :  this  is  a  fad  fymptom,  2  Cor.  iv.  3.  <'  If 
■^  our  go/pel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft;  in  whom  the 
M  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  that  believe 
M  not,**  &c.  This  hiding  of  the  gofpei  is  not  oppofed  to  the  ex- 
ternal  miniftration  of  it,  nor  yet  to  the  underAanding  of  the  true 
fenfe  and  meaning  of  the  trutha  delivered  by  it  *,  but  only  to  that 
internal  efficadj  which  is  here  called  the  hearing  of  Chrifl's  voice. 
Our  people  are  generally  well  fatisfied  when  they  have  heard  a 
fermod,  much  more  if  they  can  remember  fomething  of  it,  though 
the  Lord  h^th  not  fpoken  one  truth  they  have  heard  home  to 
their  hearts.  Now  this  is  a  fad  cafe,  and  God  grant  it  be  not  that 
very  judgment  threatened,  ](fa.  vi.  9.  «  Hear  ye  indeed,  but  un- 
^  derftand  not ;  and  fee  ye  indeed,  but  perceive  not."  So  that 
hearing  the  mere  voice  of  man,  without  feeling  the  power  of  God, 
is  all  oiie  as  if  we  heard  not.  RefleA  fadly  upon  this  you  that  fit 
as  unconcerned  under  the  word  as  the  feats  you  fit  upon.  God 
fpeaketh  once,  yea  twice,  but  man  perceiveth  it  not.  Well,  the 
eternal  decrees  and  counfeis  of  God  are  now  executing  upon  the 
fouls  of  men  under  the  goipeL  As  many  as  are  ordained  to  eter- 
nal life  fhall  believe  and  feel  the  power  of  God's  truths  upon  their 
hearts,  AAs  xiti.  48.  And  methinks  it  fhould  be  of  a  flartling  con- 
fideration,  when  you  (hall  fee  others  (Iruck  to  the  heart,  cail  into 
fears  and  tremblings  by  the  fame  word  that  doth  not  in  the  lead 
touch  your  hearts.  It  may  be  you  think  this  is  but  fancy  and  melan- 
choly ;  that  very  thought  is  an  artifice  of  Satan  to  blind  your  eyes. 
I  am  fure  ChrlR  matle  another  ufe  of  it,  when  he  told  the  fccurc 
and  felf-righteous  Jews,  Mat.  xxi.  3a.  <<  John  came  unto  you  in 
«  the  way  of  righteoufnefs,  and  ye  believed  him  not ;  l»t  the 
«  publicans  and  harlots  believed  him  :  and  ye,  when  ye  had  feen 
^<  it,  repented  not  afterward,  that  ye  might  believe  him,"  q.  d. 
What  fliift  did  you  make  to  quiet  your  confciences,  when  you  faw 
other  poor  finners  fo  humbled,  and  brought  to  faith  under  John's 
miniftry  ?  It  is  ftrange  there  fhould  be  no  refle^ons  in  your  con- 
fciences upon  your  own  flate  and  condition  \  but  thus  it  nuift  be, 
one  (hall  be  taken  and  another  left  \  to  fome  it  (hall  be  the  favour 
01  life  unto  life,  and  to  others  the  favour  of  death  unto  death.   O 
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who  can  look  over  fo  great  a  p^rt  of  a  congregation  without  melt* 
ing  bowels  of  compaffion  I  Confidering  that  unto  this  daj  the  Lord 
hath  not  given  them  eyes  to  fee^  nor  ears  to  hear :  They  have 
heard  multitudes  of  fcrmons ;  they  have  heard,  alfo  what  efFedis 
they  have  had  upon  other  men's  hearts,  but  none  upon  theirs.  O 
that  fuch  poor  fouls  would  cry  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  in  fuch  language 
as  that,  Cant.  viii.  13.  <*  The  companions  hearken  to  thy  voice^ 
«  caofe  me  to  hear  it."  Lord,  let  me  not  fit  under  the  word  any 
longer  deaf  to  the  voice  of  thy  Spirit  in  it.  Open  and  unftop  the 
ean  of  my  foul,  that  I  may  hear  thy  voice,  and  feel  thy  power  i 
otherwife  the  external  minifterial  voice  will  be  ineffe&iud  to  my 
falvadon ;  it  will  be  but  a  rattle  to  ftili  and  quiet  my  confcience  for 
a  little  whiki  and  a  dreadful  aggravation  of  my  mifery  in  the 
ifiue. 

II.  Ufff  fir  Iftfirmation* 

Sfondly,  The  pomt  before  us  prefents  five  other  truths  with 
equal  deameis  to  our  eyes. 

Lifer.  I.  In  the  firft  place,  hence  it  follows,  that  we  have  this 
day  before  our  eyes  a  great  feal  and  confirmation  of  the  truth  of 
the  icriptures.  No  miracles  can  feal  it  firmer  than  the  events  of  it 
do,  which  are  vifible  to  all  that  will  obfcrvc  them.  What  you 
read  in  the  word  you  may  fee  every  day  fulfilled  before  your  eyes. 
You  read,  2  Cor.  ii.  15,  16.  "  We  are  unto  God  a  fweet' favour 
"  of  Chrift,  in  them  that  are  faved,  and  in  them  that  periflu 
"  To  the  one  we  are  the  favour  of  death  unto  death,  and  to  the 
"  other  the  favour  of  life  unto  life."  And  again,  Afts  xxviii.  24. 
it  is  obferved,  that  when  Paul  in  his  lodgings  had  expounded  and 
teftified  the  kingdom  of  God  to  the  people,  and  perfuading  them  to 
believe  fi'om  morning  till  evening  5  it  is  obferved,  I  fay,  thzt  fome 
htlitued  the  things  that  werefpohen^  and  feme  believed  not.  Here  you  fee 
the  dififercnt,  yea,  the  contrary  events  of  the  preaching  of  the  gol^ 
pel,  according  to  the  fcripture-account  of  it ;  it  quickens  fomc, 
and  kills  others  ;  it  brings  fome  to  faith,  and  leaves  others  ftill  fix- 
ed in  unbelief.  Compare  this  account  with  what  is  daily  before  ' 
your  eyes ;  do  you  not  fee  fouls  differently  influenced  to  contrary 
cffe£b  under  the  fame  word  ?  One  melting  and  tender,  another 
hardened  and  wholly  unconcerned  ?  Tell  me,  you  that  are  apt  to 
afcribe  all  to  nature,  how  comes  it  to  pafs  that  men  excrcifing  rea- 
fon  alike,  men  that  have  the  fame  inbred  ft-ars  and  hope  of 
things  eternal,  who  have  the  fame  paflions  and  affections,  and  arc 
iivthe  felf-fame  condition  and  ftate  with  others  5  yet  one  man^s 
heart  fliall  be  wounded,  and  go  away  trembling  from  under  the 
felf-fame  word,  wliich  affefts  the  other  no  more  than  if  it  had 
been  preached  among  the  tombs  to  the  dead  that  lie  there  ?  Say 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


its  England^s  Duty. 

*  not,  fbme  have  more  courage  than  others,  or  clearer  unJerft^itcf^ 
»g$  %  for  it  is  iribl^  certain  the  word  hath  convinced  as  vationar  and 
courageous  perfons  as  thofe  upon  whom  it  has  had  no  fuch  effe^ 
I  doubt  not  but  the  jailor  that  was  ca(^  into  iuch  tremblings  and 
aftonilliment,.  A£b  xvi.  30.  was  as  flout  and  nigged  a  perion  as 
any  to  whom  Paul  ufually  preached  :  his  very  office  befpake  iiim 
iiich  a  man.  "Wonder  not  what  it  is'  that  makes  men  fright  at 
inch  a  found)  which  you  hear  as  weil  as  they,  but  it  affe^  you 
not :  The  Lord  fpeaks  in  that  voice  to  their  hearts,  bat  not  to 
y6urs  ;  and  ib  it  mud  be  according  to  the  account  the  fcriptures 
g^ves  us  of  the  contrary  events  of  the  gofpel  upon  them  that  I  war 
it  \  which  is,  I  fay,  a  fair  and  firm  ieal  of  the  truth  of  the  fcrip« 
tores,  and  highly  worth  the  due  obfervation  of  all  men. 

IL  Lifer.  What  dignity  hath  God  llamped  on  gofpel-ordinances^ 
in  making  them  the  organs  and  medium  through  and  by  which 
Chrift  fpeaks  life  to  dead  fouls.  This  greatly  exalts  the  dignity  of  the 
gofpel,  and  defer vedly  endears  it  to  all  our  fouls  :  I  deny  not  but 
God  can  convey  fpiritual  life  immediately  without  them;  but 
though  he  hath  not  tied  up  himf&lf,  yet  he  hath  tied  us  up  to  ^a 
diligent  and  conftant  attendance  upon  ihem,*  and  that  with  the 
deepefl:  refpe^  and  reverence  to  them;  Luke  x.  16.  •*  He  that 
<(  heareth  you,  heareth  me :  and  he  that  defpifeth  you,  defpifeth 
<*  me,  and  he  that  defpifeth  me,  defpifeth  him  that  fent  me.''  Be'> 
hold  how  this  fin  is  graduated  and  aggravated  to  the  height  of 
finfulneis.  The  contempt  of  the  gofpel  runs  much  higher  than 
men  are  aware  of.  We  think  it  no  great  matter  to  neg)e£l  and 
contemn  a  meflenger  of  Jeius  Chrift ;  but  that  contempt  flies  in 
the  very  face  and  authority  of  ChriH,  who  gave  them  their  com* 

'  miffionsi  yea,  in  the  very  £ace  of  God  the  Father,  who  gave  Chrifl 
his  commifBon.  Chrif):  fpeaks  in  and  by  bis  minifters,  they  are 
his  mouth,  Jer.  xv.  19.  Moreover,  the  fin  fbrikes  at  our  own 
founts,  and  we  injure  them  as  well  as  Chrift.  For  the  word  preach- 
ed is  his  appointed  inArument  to  convey  fpiritual  life,  the  beft  of 
bleflings,  to  our  fouls.  Upon  which  account  it  is  called  "  the 
«*  word  of  life,"  Phil.  ii.  16.  and  «  the  power  of  God  to  falva- 
<«  tion,"  Rom.  L  16.  We  then  militate  againfl  our  life  and  fal- 
vation,  when  we  defpife  and  neglect  the  ordinances  of  God.  It  is 
good  for  men  to  lie  under  them,  and  continually  wait  on  them  ; 
who  knows  when  the  Spirit  of  God  will  breathe  life  to  your  fouls 
through  them  ?  What  if  yet  you  have  found  no  fuch  benefit  frortk 
them  ?  The  very  next  opportunity  may  be  the  time  of  life,  the  ap- 
pointed fcafon  of  your  falvation.  Bring  your  carnal  relations  to 
them,  as  they  did  their  fick  and  diieafed  friends,  in  the  days 
when  Chrift  was  on  earth,  laying  them  in  the  way  he  was  to  pafs. 
Chrid  will  hooour  his  ordinances  \  fee  that  you  do  not  defpife  them. 
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I  think  no  age  was  ever  deeper  drenched  in  the  guik  of  this  fia* 
than  the  prefent  age  is« 

in.  Infer.  What  a  fearful  judgment  is  the  remoidng  the  gofpel 
from  a  nation,  feeing  it  is  in  and  by  the  gofpef  Cfarift  ^^eaketh  life 
to  the  fonU  of  men  i 

The  Spirit  of  God^  and  the  word  of  God  nfaally  come  and  go 
together}  when  therefore  thefef  are  gone,  no  more  cooverfions  are 
to  be  expcAed;  dreadful  is  the  cafe  of  that  people,  Prov.  xxix.  1 8.- 
«  Where  no  yn&xm  is,  the  people  perifh/'  Thofe  are  direful  me- 
naces, Ifa.  vili.  16.  «<  Bind  up  the  law,  feal  up  the  teftimony  among. 
«  my  difciplcs.''  And  Rev.  ii.  5.  "  I  will  remove  thy  .can<ileftick 
<<  out  of  its  place*"  Better  the  itm  were  taken  oai  oP  heaven  thaai 
the  gofpel  out  of  the  church.  O  England!  provoke  not  thy  God 
to  execute  upon  thee  the  judgment  here  thnsatened*  .  Think  noti 
God  hath  made  fuch  a  fettlement  of  the  gofpel,  that  it  (hall  never. 
be  removed,  however  you  ufe  it.  Your  Advocate  inheaVen  hath 
obtained  it  for  you  for  a  time  upon  trial ;  if  you  fariiig  forth  fhiht; 
well  J  you  and  the  generations  to  come  ihall  be  happy  in  it;i  if  not^' 
this  Uefled  tree,  which  hath  brought  forth  fo  mafiy  mercies  to  you 
and  yours,  muft  and  will  be  cut  down,  Luke  xiii.  %.  Yea,  .aivl 
even  ncrw  <<  is  the  ax  laid  at  the  root  of  the  tree.  Mat.  iii.  13-.  It 
b  an  allafion  to  a  carpenter  that  throws  down  the  ax  and  faw  a| 
the  root  of  the  tree  he  intends  to  cut  down.  The  only  ground  of 
hope  which  remains  with  us  this  day,  i^  that  there  tire  fome  budf 
appearing,  fome  fruits  putting  ferth  (  and  if  there  be  a  bleffing  iti 
the  bud,  the  Lord  will  fpare  it,  according  to.Ifa.  Jxv.*  8.  But  thefe 
hopes  are  balanced  with  many  fad  fymptoms,  which  may  make 
us  tremble  to  think  what  God  is  about  to  do  with  fuch  a  iinffil 
nation.. 

IV.  Itfer.  l%ofe  that  have  heard  ChriiFs  voice  aad  caU  in  the 
gofpel,  have  no  reafon  to  be  difcouraged  from  going  to  Chrift  ia 
the  way  of  fiuth  ;  Chrifl's  call  is  a  fufficient  warrant  to  believe. 
Many  poor  fouls  are  daggered  in  their  work  of  faith^  by  the  fear  of 
prefumption;  an  ugly  objeflion  which  they  know  not  how  to  dear 
themfelves  of:  but  certainly,  this,  above  all  confiderations  in  the 
world,  enervates  this  objeflion  of  preibmption.  Then  men  pre* 
fume,  when  they  aci:  without  a  call  or  warrant ;  but  if  Chrift  have 
ijpoken  to  your  hearts  by  the  voice  of  his  Spirit,  you  have  the  befl: 
warrant  in  the  world  to  go  to  him.,  What  though  you  know  not 
the  ifiiie  ?  yet  your  obedience  is  due  to  his  call.  <*  By  faith  Abra* 
"  ham,  when  he  was  called  to  go  Out  into  a  place,  which  he 
<<  Ihould  after  receive  for  an  inheritance,  obeyed  \  and  he  weoC 
''  out,  not  knowing  whither  he  went,"  Heb.  xx.  8.  So  muft  you* 
It  is  not  neceflary  to  your  going  to  Chrift>  that  you  mufi  be  afcer* 
Vol.  IV.  B  b 
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tained  beford^handwliaittb^evetit  and  ifiue  thereof  IkaH  be.  Your 
believing  b  an  a£l  of  obedience  to  the  voice  of  Chrift  that  calls 
5(ba.  .When  therefore  Satan  {haU'ol^e£t|  what,  fuch  a  wretched 
foul  7iS  thou  go  to  Chrift !  .Canft  thou  ima^ne  to  find  entertain- 
ment  with  him,  whom  thon  haft  fo  abufed  and  deeply  wronged  ? 
Thy  anfwer  fhonld  be  ready :  It  is  true,  I  have  been  a  vile  wretch^ 
and  deeply  wronged  the  Lord  Jefus ;  but  Chrift  hath  fpoken  to 
my  hearty  be  hath  called  me,  and  therefore  it  can  be  no  prefoii^)ti6Q 
iff  me  to  go  at  his  call;  but  cobtrariwife,  it  would  be  flat  rebellion 
s^inft  hb' Sovereign  command  to  refofe  to  believe,  and  come  un- 
to him ;  yea,  it  wooldise  a  greater  fin  than  any  of  my  formerfins 
have  been.  Beifdes,  had  the  Lord  Jefns  no  intention  of  mercy  (as 
thou  malicionfiy  infinuateft)  towai*ds  my  foul,  he  would  never 
have  fpoken  to  my  heart  by  convi^on  and  perfaafioot  aa  he  hath 
done* 

:>  V.  Infir.  If  no  foul  can  open  to  Chrift  until  it  hear  his  power- 
filly  fpiritual  voice,  then  the  chaise  made  upon  men  by  conVcrfion 
if  wholly  fupematural. 

'  The  vHcoffsMk  h  fiom  thb  power  of  Chrift,  not  from  the  nature 
if  man,  Johni.  13.  Prond  nature  arrogates  this  power  and  ho- 
AtvLF  to  itfelf,  but  without  any  ground ;  for  thongli  fome  things 
May  be  done  by  men  in  their  natural  ftate,  which  have  a  remote . 
tendency  to  converfion  and  fpiritnal  life,  yet  it  can  nev«r  open  to 
Chrift  favingly,  without  a  power  oommnnicated  finom  lumfelf. 
There  is  a  total  impotence  in  nature  to  produce  fuch  an  efie£t  as 
thb.  The  firripture  fpeaks  it  roundly ;  telling  us,  «  The  natural 
«^  man  cannot  (of  himfelf }  know  the  things  that  are  of  God,^  i 
C^.  ii>  X4«  '  Ciumoe  ietieve  ;  for  faith'  b  not  of  ourielves,  it  b  the 
gift  of  God,  John  vi.  44.  Cannct  obey;  Rom.  viii.  7.  "  The  car- 
st  nal  mind  is  not  fobjeft  to  the  liaw  of  God,  neither  indeed  can 
c(  b^."  .  Cannot  .^Bok  a  good  word.  Mat.  xii.  34.  Cannot  think  a 
good  thought i  a  Cor.  iii.  ;«  What  a  poor  hnpotent  thing^fthen 
IS  the  natural  man,  who  can  neither  believe^  nor  obey,  fpeak 
ti  good  word,  nor  think  a  good  thought,  by  any  natural  power  of 
hJs  own  ?  •  ' 

Say  not  iris  againft  reafon.for  God  to  require  men  to  do  what 

>they  cannot,  and  then  damn  them  for  not  doing  it.     For,  (i.) 

ihough  man  hath  loft  his  ability  to  obey,  yec  God  hath  not  loft 

hts  right  to  command.     For  at  chat  rate  any  man  might  (bake  off 

the  yobe  of  God's  fovereignty  by  difabling  himfelf  through  his 

own  fini  for  the  duties  of  obedience;     (2.)  Though  man  hath 

.'Slot  fufficient  power,  yet  there  b  in  him  an  intolerable  pride, 

.which  pofis  him  up  with  a  conceit  that  he  hath  what  he  hath  not, 

*  and  can  do  what  he  cannot.    The  command  is  therefive  of  great 

nfe  to  check  thb  pride>  and  convince  man  of  hb  impoteacy>  Rev. 
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Si.  17.  (3.)  Every  man  can  do  more  than  he  doth  towards  his 
ownpoaverfion.  •  And  therefore  it  is  good  for  men  to  be  urged*  \sf 
the  commands  to  all  tfaofe  duties^  in  the  ufe  and  obfervancc 
whereof  Chrift  ordinarily  comes  into  the  ibul|  by  a  fupematural 
power. 

III.  Ufey  Jir  exhortation.  ^ 

This  voice  gjves  a  loud  call  to  all  that  are  vithin  the  found  of 
the  goTpclf  d|>cciaUy  to  fuch  as  begin  to  feel  fome  power  accom»- 
panying  tlMS  word  to  their  hearts,  diUgently  to  hearken  to^e  voice 
of  Qxn&f  and  obty  his  firft  call  without  further  delay ;  ReV.  ii. 
7.  <<  He  that  hath  an  ear  to  hear,  let  him  hear/'  It  is  a  dreadful 
and  dangerous  thing  to  turn  away  the  ear  from  him  that  fpeaks 
from  heaven*,  Heb.  xii.  25.  '<  See  that  ye  refufenot  him  that 
<<  fpeaketh  i  for  if  they  efcaped  not  that  refufed  him  that  fpake 
«  on  earth,  much  more  (hall  we  not  efcape,  if  we  turn  away  from 
«  him  that  fpeaks  from  heaven."  See  that  ye  refufe  not.  The 
caution  implies  the  matter  to  be  very  weighty,  and  a  negleA  or  re- 
fuialin  this  matter,  to  be  highly  dangerous.  Turn  not  away  your 
car„  be  not  guilty  of  the  loift  aver&m,  flight,  or  negleO,  ki  fi> 
great  or  important  a  concern.  And  truly  this  caution  is  no  more 
than  needs ;  for  Satan  is  never  more  bufy  with  the  Ibuls  of  men 
than  when  Chrift  gives  them  then*  firft  call  to  himfeif. 

O  what  a  thick  fucceffion  of  diicouragements  do  tmpetuoufly 
afiattk  the  foul  at  this  time  i  Art  thou  young  i  Then  he  infinuates 
that  it  is  too  foon  for  thee  to  mind  the  ferious  tilings  of  religion. 
This  will  extinguiih  all  thy  pleafure  m  a  dull  melancholy;  thou 
inayeft  have  time  enough  hereafter  to  mind  thefe  matters.  This 
temptation  Auguftine  confefieth  kept  him  off  many  years  from 
Chrift.  But  certainly,  if  thou  art  old  enough  to  be  damned,  thou 
art  not  too  young  to  mind  Chrift  and  falvation.  There  are  graves 
joftof  thy  length,  and  abundance  of  young  j^Wg^/,  as  well  as  old 
logs  burning  in  hell-flames.  Befides,  all  thofe  godly  young  ones 
which  turned  to  the  Lord  betimes,  as  Jofiah,  Abijah,  Timothy,  and 
many  more,  will  be  your  judges, .  and  condenm  you  in  the  great 
day.  Never  any  repented  that  they  opened  to  Chrift  too  loon : 
Thou&nds  have  repented  that  they  kept  him  out  fo  long  Art 
thoo  old  ?  then  he  fcares  thee  with  the  manifold  fins  of  thy  youth, 
and  roUs  them  as  blocks  in  thy  way  to  Chrift.  And  whether 
yoong  or  old,  he  will  be  fore  to  prefont  the  fufferings,  reproaches, 
and  perfecutions  of  godlineis,  to  difoourage  thee  from  hearkening 
to  the  voice  of  Chrift.  But  what  are  the  fufferings  for  Chrift  here, 
to  thofe  fufferings  from  Chrift  here^er  i  What  are  the  pains  of 
mortification  tiathe  pams  of  daomation  ?  Befides,  all  the  promifes 
of  Cfaaft^proaafts  of  fbeilgUi^  comfoit,  fuccds»  &c.  go  adong  with 
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iSbt  command  of  Cfarift  ta  believe,  and  fhall  fnreiy  be  performed 
to  the  obedient  fouL  See  therefore  that  thou  refofe  not  his 
vcHce. 

IV.  U/e,  for  trial. 

But  you  will  fay,  all  that  hear  this  fpiritual  voice  of  Chrift  are 
faid  to  live,  John  v.  25.  Now  I  am  much  in  the  dark,  whether 
ever  this  vital  voice  of  Cfarift  hath  founded  iiito  my  foul.  Alas ! 
I  foel  little  of  any  thing  of  the  fpiritual  life  in  my  foul.  I  am  dead 
and.daiic. 

Queft.  By  what  Jlgm  doth  tie  life  0/  Chrift  di/cwer  itfilf  in  the 
fouls  oj^  men  ? 

Anfw.  I  anfwier,  there  are  diverfe  figns  of  fpiritual  life,  and  blef- 
fed  is  the  foul  that  finds  them. 

1.  There  is  a  fpiritual  fenfe  ahd  feeling  flowing  from,  and  ac- 
companying the  fpiritual  life.  I  ipeak  not  only  of  the  fenfe  and 
feeling  of  comfort,  for  many  a  foul  that  is  in  Chrift,  feels  little  of 
that ;  but  certainly,  there  is  a  fenferand  feeling  of  the  bivdenfome- 
ikc&  of  iin,  Rom.  vii.  24.  And  it  is  well  that  we  can  feel  that*, 
for  there  are  multitudes  in  the  world  that  are  paft  feeEng,  Ifa.  vi. 
9,  10.  It  is  a  fign  Chrift  hath  fpoken  to  thy  heart,  if  forrows  for 
fin  begin  to  load  it. 

2.  Spiritual  motioms  towards  Chrift  are  a  fign  of  fjpiritual  life :  at 
kaft,  that  God  is  about  that  quickening  work  of  feith  upon  thy  foul, 
John  vi.  45.  <<  Every  ma^  that  hath  heard  and  learned  of  the 
«  Father  cometh  unto  roe."  The  efiedhial  voice  of  God  fcts  the 
foul  in  motion  towards  Chrift  ;  the  will  is  moving  aiter  him  ;  the 
defires  are  panting  for  him.  The  vdce  of  God  makes  the  foul 
that  hears  it  reftlefs.  As  for  others,  their  wills  are  fixed,  there  is 
no  moving  of  them,  John  v.  40.  Now  confider  how  it.  is  with 
thee,  reader :  Art  thou  one  that  art  weighing  and  pondering  the 
terms  of  the  gofpel,  ftruggling  tlurough  diicouragements  and 
temptations  to  come  to  Chrift  upon  his  own  terms,  lifting  up  thy 
heart  to  him  for  power  to  believe,  crying  with  the  fpoufe.  Draw 
nuy  I  fvill  run  after  thee  ?  This  is  a  comfortable  figa  Chrift  hath 
ipoken  to  thy  heart. 

3.  A  fpirit  of  prayer  is  an  evidence  of  fpiritual  life,  as  the  efifeA 
of  Chrift's  voice  to  thy  foul.  As  foon  as  ever  Chrift  had  fpoken  cf- 
fe^ally  unto  Paul's  heart,  the  firft  efiFeft  that  appeared  in  him  as 
a  fign  of  fpiritual  life,  was  prayer- breath,  A£b  ix.  1 1.  BAold  he 

'  prayeth  f  God  hath  no  ftilUbom  children.  Meafure  thyfelf  by  this 
rule :  Time  was,  when  thou  couldft  fay  a  prayer,  and  wert  very 
well  fatisfied  with  it,  whether  thou  hadft  any  communicm  with 
God  in  it  or  nct».  but  is  it-  fo  fitU?  Is  there  not  a  holy  reftlcflSiefs 
of  fpirit  after  God»iioce  the  time  thai^tfaiftJVOEd  came  hoam  ta  tby 
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heart  ?  Sorelf  cliaa  caaft  remember  when  it  ms  not  wkh  thee  as 
k  is  now. 

.4.  There  is  a  f{MrituaI  relifli,  a  divine  guft  refuhing  from  the 
fpiritoal  life»  which  is  alio  evidential  of  it ;  Ommi  vitagufiu  dueitur. 
If  God  have  fpoken  life  to  thy  foul,  there  will  be  in  it  an  agreeable 
(deafure  and  delight  in  fpiritoal  things^  Pfal.  Iziii.  5*  «  Mj  foul 
<<  (hall  be  fattsfied  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs,"  &c.  Now  thy 
thoughts  can  feed  with  pleafure  upon  fpiritoal  things  which  they 
aaufeited  before. 

5.  Spiritual  avirfations  as  well  as  fpiritoal  inclifuaions  {peak  a 
fpiritoal  life**  Every  creature  hath  an  averfation  to  that  which  b 
noxious  and  deftrodive  to  it.  Now  there  is  nothing  fo  deftruAive 
and  dangerous  to  the  fpiritoal  life  as  fin  $  that  u  the  deadly  poifon 
which  the  renewed  feul  dreads,  Pfal.  xix.  13.  «  Keep  back  thy 
<'  fervant  alio  firom  prefumptoous  iins."  It  cries  out  as  a  man  ths^ 
£nds  himfelf  upon  the  brink  of  a  pit,  or  edge  of  a  precipice :  Keep 
hack  tby  fervanU  Such  averfations  to  fin,  and  trembhngs  under 
temptations  tending  thereunto,  are  a  comfortable  £lgn  Chriil  hath 
fpoken  life  to  thy  fouL 

La^j^  Heavenly  tendencies  and  propenfions  after  God  are  an 
excellent  fign  thy  foul  hath  heard  his  voice,  and  been  quickened 
with  fpiritual  life  by  it.  San£tificatbn  is  a  well  of  water  fpringing 
op  into  everlailmg  life^  John  iv.  24.  If  thou  hail  feen  the  beauty, 
felt  the  power,  and  heard  the  voice  of  Chrift,  thy  foul  like  an  un* 
centered  body,  will  be  ilill  propending,  gravitating,  and  inclining 
Chriihrard.  When  thou  hail  once  heard  this  effedual  call.  Matt, 
xi.  28.  Come  unto  moy  thy  foul  will  be  continually  echoing  with  the 
^ufe,  Rev.  xsii.  1 7.  <<  Come  Lord  Jefus,  the  Spirit  and  the  bride 
**  fay  come^  and  let  him  that  heareth  fay  come.''  A  fweeter 
iign  of  thy  hearing  Chrift's  voice  can  hardly  be  foond  in  a  foul  of 
man,  than  reftleis  longing  to  be  with  Chriil  in  the  ilate  of  perfieA 
freedom  from  fin,  and  full  firuition  of  the  beloved  and  blefled  Jo- 
bs. 


SERMON    IX.  ^ 

Revel,  lii.  20. 
Ifamf  fmm  bear  my  txowr,  {ami  open  tie  door.'} 

rriHE  powerfol  voice  of  Chriil  is  the  key  that  opens  the  door 
Jl^    of  the  ibul  to  receive  him.    The  opening  of  the  heart  to 
receive  Chriil  is  the  main  defign  aimed  at  in  all  the  external  and 
iotenil-admiaiftratioo*  of  the  gofpeiand  Spirit. 
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The  gofpel  hath  two  great  dcfigns  and  intentions.  One  is  to 
open  the  heart  of  God  to  men>  and  to  ihew  them'the  everiafting 
counfels  of  grace  and  peace  which  were  hid  in  God  from  ages  and 
generations  pail :  that  all  men  may^aow  fee  what  God  hath  been 
deiigning  and  contriving  for  their  happtnefs  in  Chrift  betore  the 
world  was }  £pt\ef*  iii.  9.  «<  To  nuke  all  men  fee  what  .is  the  fel* 
**  lowfliip  of  the  myfterj  which  from  the  beginning  of  the  world 
<<  bath  been  hid  in  God|  who  created  all  things  by  Jefus  Chrifti 
^<  to  the  intent  that  now  unto  the  principalities  and  powers  in 
<<  heavenly  places,  might  be  knowi^  by  the  church  the  manifold 
<(  wifdom  of  God.**  The  next  intention  and  aim  of  the  gofpel  is, 
to  fet  open  the  heart  of  man  to  receive  Jefus  Chrift^  without  which 
all  the  glorious  difcoveries  of  the  eternal  cowiiels  and  gracious  con- 
trivances of  God  for  and  about  us,  would  fignify  nothing  to  our 
real  advantage.  Chrift's  Handing,  knocking»  and  fpeakii^  by  his 
Spirit  (of  which  we  have  before  treated)  receive  their  (iiccefi,  and 
attain  theii'  end,  when  the  heart  opens  itfelf  by  faith  to  receive  htm, 
and  not  till  then.     Hence  note, 

.  DoA.  9*  7hcd  the  opening  of  the  heart  to  receive  Chri^  byfauth^  is 
the  great  defign  and  aim  ^  the  gcfpek 

This  is  the  mark  to  which  all  the  arrows  in  the  go^l-quiver  are 
levelled  i  the  centre  into  which  tfaofe  blefled  lines  are  drawn* 
John  XX.  31.  <<  Thefe  things  are  written  that  you  might  believe, 
<<  and,  believing,  might  have  life  through  his  name/'  All  thofie 
precious  truths  that  are  written  in  the  fcriptures  are  to  bring  yoo 
to  faith.  The  great  aim  of  the  Spirit  in  his  illuminations,  convic- 
tions, homiliationsi  &c.  are  the  very  fame,  thing,  John  vi.  29. 
«  This  is  the  work  of  God,  that  you  believe.**  It  is  pot  only  Opus 
Deo  dignuntf  a  work  worthy  of  fuch  an  author,  but  it  is  that  on 
which  God's  eye  b  fixed  in  his  workings  upon  us  i  the  cad  and 
«aim  of  his  work. 

Great  perfons  have  great  defigns.  This  is  the  glorious  proj<;ft 
of  the  great  God,  and  every  perfon  in  the  Godhead  is  engaged 
and  concerned  in  it.  (j.)  The  Father  hgth  his  hand  in  this  work, 
and  fuch  a  hand  as  without  it  no  heart  could  ever  open  or  move  in 
the  lea{l  towards  Chrid ;  John  vi.  44.  <<  No  man  can  come  unto 
•<  me  (faith  Chrift)  except  the  Father  which  hath  fent  me  draw 
<<  him.*'  None  but  be  that  raiied  up  Chrift  from  the  dead  can 
raife  up  a  dead  heart  unto  faving  faith  in  him.  (2.)  The  Son's 
hand^is  in  this  work,  he  is  not  only  the  olyeStf  bat  the  author  of 
our  ^th,  I  John  v.  ao.  <<  We  know  that  the  Son  of  God  is  oome 
**  and  hath  given  us  an  underftanding  that  we  may  know  him  that 
<<  is  true,  and^we  are  in  him  that  is  true^  even  m  |us  Son  Jefus 
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«  Chrift.  This  is  the  true  God»  and  ctenial  life."  (3.)  And  then 
ior  the  ^irlt^  he  comes  firom  heaven  defignedly  and  exprefsly  to 
convince  finners  ef  their  need  of  Chrift^  and  beget  faith  in  them, 
John  xvi.  9*  $0  that  thiB  appears  to  be^he  great  defign  of  heaven, 
the  drift  and  level  both  of  the  word  and  works  of  God.  Touching 
thisde^nofthe  gofpel,  I  ibail  here  fpeak,  endeavouring  to  open 
this  great  and  glorious  proje£t  of  heaven  in  the  enfuing  properties  of 
k ;  which  are^ 

1.  The  greatnefs  of  it. 

2.  The  difficulty  of  it. 

3.  The  inftniments  employed  in  it. 

4.  Th&  fcope  and  aim  o£  it.     And, 

Ftrfi^  Ql  the  greatnefi  of  this  defign  of  God.  We  little  under- 
ftand  what  a  marvellous  thing  is  done  on  tl)e  earth,  when  the  heart 
of  a  finncr  is  brought  to  clofe  with  Chrift  by  £iith.^  It  would 
tranfport  us  .with  admiration,  did  we  thoroughly  confider  it.  Well 
may  the  apoftle  place  it  in  the  firft  rank  of  all  the  glorious  and 
wonderful  works  of  God,  as  he  doth,  i  .Tim.  iii.  16.  <<  Great  is 
<<  the  myftafy  ofgodlinefs,  God  was  manifeft  in  the  fleOi,  juftified 
«  in  the  ipirit,  tocn  of  angels,:  preached  unto  the  Gentiles,  be^. 
«  lievcd  on  in  the  world."  Obferve  with  what  works  of  wonder 
£Hth  is  here  ranked  and  aflbciated.  It  is  an  aftoniibing  work  of 
God  that  ever  God  ibould  be  manifefted  in  the  fleih,  that  he  that 
thunders  in  the  clouds  (hould  be  heard  crying  in  a  cradle  \  that  he 
who  is  over  all  God  bl^fied  for  ever,  Aioold  become  a  man.  It  \$ 
aftonifliing,  that  when  he  was  taken  down  dead  from  the  crofs^ 
laid  in  the  fepukhre,  and  the  ftone  fealed  upon  it,  he  ffaould  ri(e 
on  the  third  day  finom  the  dead  by  his  own  power :  That  ever  the 
gofpel  fhonld  be  prcadied  to  fucfa  a  miierable  and  forlorn  people  as 
the  Gentiles  were,  the  fcom  andxontempt  of  the  Jews.  And  no 
left  marvelbus  is  it  to  fee  the  hearts  of  fuch  poor  creatures,  glued 
fo  £ift  to  idolatry,  (o  perfectly  dead  in  iin,  to  open  to  Chrift  upon 
fnch  felf*denying  terms^  as  to  let  go  all  they  had  in  the  world  for  a 
biefled  inheritance  which  they  never  iaw.  And  were  not  this  a 
marveUoHs  work  of  God  indeed,  there  would  never  be  fuch  joy  and 
trimnph  in  heaven  among  the.  holy  angels,  as  there  is  upon  the 
opening  of  every  finner's  heart  to  Chrift,  Luke  xv.  7.  The  whole 
city  of  God  is  moved  with  it.  Heaven  rings  again  widi  the  joyful 
tidings.  As  foon  as  ever  the  will  begins  to  bow  and  open  to  Chrift, 
the  news  is  quickly  in  heaven,  and  ail  the  angels  of  God  rejoice  at 
the  tidings.  As  when  a  young  prince  is  born,  the  conduits  run 
with  wine;  tho:^  b  joy  in  every  city  throughout  the  kingdom :  So 
a!(b  there  is  in  heaven,  when  Chrift  hath  gotten  a  new  habita- 
tion in  the  foul  of  any  finner  upon  earth.  Moreover,  the  great- 
nds  of  this  4cign  appears  from  the  great  rewards  promiled1>y  tlie 
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Lord  to  every  lervant  of  his,  who  hath  but  the  leaft  hand  to  \kt\^ 
it  on.  God  would  never  reward  the  inftruments  (o  richly,  if  the 
fiiccefi  of  the  work  were  not  of  great  value  in  his  eyes.  The  minify 
ters  of  Chrift  may  be  ill  rewarded  by  men,  perfecuted  and  re- 
proached for  their  laboar ;  but  God  will  bountifully  repay  their 
pmns  and  faithfulnefs,  Dan  xii.  3.  ''They  that  turn  many  unto 
^  righteoufnefs,  (hall  fliine  as  the  ftars,  and  as  the  biightncfs  of 
««  the  firmament  for  ever  and  ever/*  All  thcfe  things  befpeak  it 
a  very  great  and  important  defign  ;  upon  which  the  heart  of  God 
is  much  fet. 

Secondly^  And  then,  in  the  next  place,  as  it  is  an  exceeding  great 
and  important  defign  and  work  of  God,  fo  it  is  a-very  hard  and 
difficult  ivorh  in  itfelf;  a  work  whofe  difficulties  furmount  the  abili^ 
ty  of  anpU.  .  It  b  certainly,  a  work  carried  on  by  the  mighty  Power 
of  God>  :through  the  greateft  oppofitions  imaginable :  and  there- 
fore it  is  noted,  Rev.  iii.  7.  that  it  is  the  peculiar  prerogative  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  only  hath  the  key  of  the  houfe  of  David,  to  open 
the  heart  of  a  finnerby  faith.  Men  think  it  is  an  eafy  thing  to  be» 
lieve;  but  if  you  confult  the  Scriptures,  you  will  auickly  be  inform- 
ed how  grofsly  you  miftake  the  nature  of  this  wcx-c.  fai  Gal.  ii.  1 2. 
the  believing  foul  is  faid  to  «  rife  with  Chrift,  through  the  faith  of 
«  the  operation  of  God,  who  raifed  him  finom  the  dead.**  In  the 
refiirreftion  of  Chrift  there  was  a  glorious  operation  of  the  power 
of  God  indeed !  you  know  it  aftoni(hed  the  world  to.  hear  of  it« 
The  very  fame  power  that  wrought  that,  muft  alfo  be  put  forth 
to  work  this>  or  elfe  it  would  never  be  wrought.  So  again,  Eph. 
ii.  8.  <<  By  grace  are  ye  faved  through  faith,  and  that  not  of  your- 
«  felves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God ;''  not  of  yourfelves.  Ton  are  no 
more  able  to  believe  in  Chrift,  than  you  were  toraife  him  from  the 
dead:  no  more  able  to  come  one  ftep  towards  him  by  fiuth,  in  your 
own  power,  than  Lazarus  was  able  to  unbind  liinifelf  in  the  grave 
and  come  forth.  Yea,  in  Eph.  L  18,  19,  20.  the  work  of  be- 
lieving is  afcribed  unto  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  the  power  of 
God.  Nothing  but  power  can  doit  \  no  other  power  but  the  Al- 
mighty Povrer  of  God  can  do  it:  it  exceeds  the  power  of  minifters, 
yea,  of  angels.  Three  things  will  evince  the  difficulty  of  this 
work,  viz. 

1.  Thenatiu*e  of  it. 

2.  Thefubjcftofit. 

3.  The  enemies  of  it. 

I.  The  nature  of  the  work  of  faith,  which  is  wholly  fupema- 
tural ;  it  is  no  lefs  than  gaining  over  the  hearty  and  full  confent 
of  the  will  to  take  Jefus  Chrift  with  his  yoke  of  obedience,  Mat. 
xi.  29.  and  with  his  crofe  of  fuffisrings.  Mat.  xvi.  24.  And  how 
far  theft  will  carry  a  man  into  outward  dangers^  kfles^  tonnentsi 
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ttdfofierings,  who  can  tell?  and  all  this  upoh  the  accMint  of  a& 
unfeen  happineTs  and  glory.  Dcareft  lufts  and  corruptions  muft 
be  mdrtified,  fweeteft  pleafurcs  and  profits  in  the  world  abandon* 
ed  and  forfaken ;  all  reproaches,  lofles,  pains  and  penalties  the  de^ 
vil  and  the  world  can  lay  upon  us  for  Chrift's  fake,  muft  be  cm* 
braced  and  welcomed.  And  can  i^  bfc  fuppofed  that  any  power 
beneath  the  Almighty  Power  of  the  Lofd,  any  voice  except  the  ' 
efficacious  voice  of  Chrii>,  can  prevail  with  the  will  to  give  its 
firm  explicit  confent  to  fuch  difficult  and  relf-denying  terms  as 
thefc.? 

2.  Confider  the  Suhjef^  wrought  Upon,  viz.  the  dead,  hard,  ob* 
ftinate  heart  of  a  blind  perverfe  finner  ;  a  heart  harder  by  nature 
than  the  ncthcf  mill-ftonc.  It  is  as  eafy  to  melt  the  moft  obdurate 
rock  into  a  fweet  fyrup,  as  it  is  to  melt  the  heart  of  a  finnef  into* 
penitential  forrows  for  fin.  What,  to  bring  a  dead  heart  to  life  I 
(o  make  that  man  bitterly  bewail  the  fins  that  Were  his  pleafure 
ind  delight^  more  than  ever  he  bewailed  the  death  of  his  nearefl! 
and  deareft  relation  in  the  world !  to  make  a  proud  heart  renounoa 
its  own  ielf-righteoufnefs,  Which  it  fo  dotes  upon,  and  take  ad 
fliame  and  reproach  to  itfelf  upon  the  account  ot  fin  !  this  is  woh-» 
<ierfuL  Tou  would  think  it  a  ftrange  thing  to  fee  the  couHe  of 
the  tide  flopped  with  the  breath  of  a  man  ;  but  oh^  what  a  mar^ 
vcllous  thkig  is  here,  that  at  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  by  a  pooi^ 
worm,  the  Lord  (hould  turn  the  tide  of  the  will,  and  thtis  world 
about  the  foul  to  a  ready  compliance  with  his  moft  felf-denyin^ 
terms  and  propofals ! 

5.  And  that  which  farther  increafeth  the  difficulty  of  believing^ 
is  the  fierce  and  obftinate  Oppofitiotl  made  by  the  eiiemies  of  faith/ 
AH  the  powers  of  hell  and  earth,  devils  and  men  without  us,  are 
cotifederate  and  in  league  with  the  cort'uptions  within  lis,  to  refift 
and  hinder  this  work  of  believing.  Never  b  the  devil  more  buff' 
than  when  Chrift  and  the  foul  are  treating  about  union.  Gh,  thcl 
difcotiragements,  objections,  and  difficulties  that  are  rolled  into  the 
way  of  faith !  one  while  it  is  the  higheft  prefumption ;  anothef^ 
while  it  is  impo^Ue,  and  utterly  too  late :  fometimes  blafphemoui 
injccHons,  like  fiery  darts,  are  (hot  reeking  hot  out  of  hell  inta 
the  fool ;  othet  while  the  invincible  difficulties  of  religion  are  ob* 
jccted,  all  lofies,  torments,  &c.  oppofed  unto  this  work.  Thd 
temptd*  cafts  himfelf  into  a  tfaoufand  (hapes  to  hinder  the  foul's 
paffage  out  of  nature  unto  Chrift ;  fometimes  objedling  the  greats 
tK(s  of  fin,  and  fometimes  the  lapfe  and  lofs  of  the  proper  (eafotl 
and  opportunity  of  mercy,  together  with  the  want  of  due  quafjfi^ 
cairns f  to  come  to  Chrift.  Thus,  and  many  other  ways,  he  en- 
deavours to  rap  off  the  fingers  of  faith  from  takbg  hold  of  Chrift ; 
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And  as  every  devil  in  hell  oppofcs  this  work,  fo  every  camaJ  in- 
tereft  we  have  in  the  world,  is  an  enemy  to  faith.  We  have 
onemies  enough  within  us,  as  well  as  without  us,  both  confpiring 
together  to  obftruJt  this  work ;  all  things  increafe  the  difficulty  of 
believing. 

Thirdly^  We  arc  next  to  fpeak  of  the  inftruments  employed  b 
this^reat  defign  }  and  thefe  are, 

1.  Principal;  or, 

2.  Subordinate. 

I .  The  principal  hi/lrument,  by  whofe  efficacy  thcheart  is  open- 
ed, is  the  Spirit  of  Gad,  without  whom  it  is  impoffible  the  dcfign 
fliould  ever  profper :  neither  ordinances,  providences,  or  minif* 
ters  can  fuccefsfully  manage  it  without  him.  If  the  Lord  will  make 
life  of  any  man  for  the  converfion  and  (alvation  of  another's  foul, 
be  may  rejoice  in  it  j  but  withal  muft  fay,  as  Peter  to  the  Jews, 
Afts  iii.  1 2.  «*  Why  look  ye  fo  earneftly  on  us,  as  though  by  our 
^  own  power  or  holinefs  we  had  made  this  man  to  walk  ?*  So 
ipay  the  ablefl  minifter  in  the  world  fay,  when  God  blefles  his  la- 
bours to  the  converiion  of  any  foul ;  look  not  upon  me,  as  though 
by  the  ftrength  of  my  reafon,  or  power  of  my  gifts,  I  had  open« 
cd  thy  foul  to  Chriit :  this  is  the  work  of  God's  Spirit,  in  whofe 
band  I  am  an  inftrument,  i  Cor.  iiL  7.  <<  He  that  plants  is'nothing, 
««  and  he  that  waters  is  nothing."  Nothing  in  himfelf ;  the  very 
firft  Aroke  of  conviftion,  which  is  introduftive  to  the  whole  work 
of  converiion,  is  juftly  afcribed  to  the  Spirit ;  John  xvi.  9.  ■*  The 
*«  Spirit  when  he  cometh,  fliall  convince  the  world  of  fin.**  He 
is  the  Lord  of  all  fandlifymg  and  gracious  influences.  Ordinances 
are  but  as  the  fails  of  a  (hip ',  minifters  as  the  feamen  that  manage 
thofe  (ails :  the  anchor  may  be  weighed,  the  fails  fpread,  but  when 
all  this  is  done,  there  is  no  failing  till  a  gale  come.  We  preach 
and  pray,  and  you  hear;  but  there  is  no  motion  Chrift-ward,  un- 
til the  Spirit  of  God  (compared  to  the  wind,  John  iii.  8.)  blow  upon 
them.  Until  he  illuminates  the  underftandlng  with  Divine  light, 
and  bows  the  will  by  an  Almighty  Power,  there  can  be  no  fpiritual 
motion  heaven-ward.  Now  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  a  free  agent, 
not  tied  to  means,  time  or  inftruments  ;  but  as  at  a  certain  time 
an  angel  came  down  upon  the  waters  of  Bethefda,  and  put  a  heal- 
ing virtue  into  them,  fo  it  is  here :  therefore  never  come  to  any 
gofpeUordinance,  without  an  eye  to  the  Spirit,  on  whom  all  their 
bleffing  and  efficacy  depend.  O  lift  up  your  hearts  for  his 
blcffing  upon  the  means,  as  ever  you  expeA  faving  benefits  from 
them. 

..  2.  The  fubordinate  inftrumental  means  by  which  this  bleflcd  de- 
£gn  is  effedhially  managed  in  the  world,  is  the  gofpel-miniftry,  i 
C^r.  iii.  5.  «  Who  then  is  Paulj  and  who  then  is  Apollos,  but  mi- 
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«  niftcrs  by  whom  ye  believed  ?**  This  is  the  ordinaiy  ftated  me- 
thod of  begetting  faith  ;  and  though  God  hath  not  tied  himfelf  to 
this  or  that  minider,  time,  or  place,  yet  he  hath  tied  us  to  a  dili- 
gent and  conftant  attendance  upon  them;  Rom..x*  14  «*  How 
<<  then  (hall  they  call  on  him  in  whom  they  have  not  believed  ? 
'<  and  how  (hall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard  i 
^  and  how  Ihall  they  hear  without  a  preacher  ?"  I  confeis,  it 
feems  a  very  unlikely  meansi  a  weak  and  foolifh  method,  accord- 
ing to  the  dilate  of  corrupt  human  wifdom  ;  yet  by  the  foolithneis 
of  jpreaching»  it  pleaies  God  to  fave  thera  that  believe,  i  Cor.  i. 
20.  That  which  the  wifdom  of  men  derides,  God  makes  eSl-Aual 
unto  falvation.  And  oh,  how  many  are  tliere  that  will  have  caufe 
to  bleis  God  to  all  eternity,  for  gifting  and  fending  fuch  minitlers 
among  them,  whofe  do^bine  the  Lord  blelTed  unto  the  converfioa 
of  thdr  fouls  ! 

Fourthly^  In  the  next  place  let  us  conflder  the  firope  and  inten- 
tion of  this  great  defign  wherein  thefe  inflruments  are  employed  : 
there  are  no  great  defigns  in  the  world  but  aim  at  fome  end  to  be 
accomplifhed  by  them.  Now  there  are  two  things  in  the  eye  and 
intention  of  this  defign,  which  are  worthy  of  it. 

1.  The  Exaltation  of  his  own  grace ^  and  the  riches  of  his  good- 
ve&  before  angels  and  men  to  all  eternity.  The  name  of  God  is 
never  made  To  glorious  in  this  world,  as  it  is  by  bringing  over  the 
hearts  of  men  and  women  to  believe.  God  reaps  more  glory  from 
the  faith  of  a  poor  creature  that  comes  to  Chrift  empty  and  weary, 
than  he  doth  ffbm  the  other  works  of  his  hands.  He  hath  not  the 
like  glory  from  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  as  from  fuch  poor  crea- 
tures whofe  hearts  open  to  Jefus  Chrift  under  the  gofpel-call. 
Thus  they  are  fitted  to  manifeft  the  glory  of  his  grace,  Eph  i.  5, 
6.  «  To  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace,"  &c.  God  will  have 
his  rich  and  glorious  grace  praifed  and  admired  by  angels  and  men 
for  evermore  ;  and  every  converted  foul  is  as  it  were  a  monument 
ereded  unto  the  praife  of  his  grace.  Heaven  will  ring  with  praifes 
forever,  that  the  great  God  would  humble  himfelf  to  come  into 
the  heart  of  a  vile  finner,  and  dwell  and  walk  therein,  as  the  ex- 
preffion  Is,  2  Cor.  vi.  16.  O  this  is  admirable,  that  the  high  and 
lofty  One,  who  inhabits  eternity,  will  take  up  his  dwelling-place  in 
a  poor  contrite  iinner,  that  trembles  at  his  word,  Ifa.  Ivii   I3. 

2.  The  eternal  falvation  and  blefTednefs  of  the  foul  fo  opened  to 
Chrifl  is  alfo  the  defign  and  aim  of  this  work  of  opening  the  heart* 
Luke  xix.  9.  When  the  foul  of  Zaccheus  was  opened  by  faith, 
"  This  day,  faith  Chrift,  is  falvation  come  to  thy  houfe."  You  do 
not  only  believe  to  the  glory  of  God,  but  to  the  falvation  of  your 
«wn  fouls,  Heb.  x.  39.  The  opening  of  our  hearts  to  Chrift  now, 
is  in  order  to  the  opening  of  heaven  to  us  hereafter.  '  This  .is  both 
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the  worker,  i  Cor.  i.  21.  «  It  pleafed  God  by  the  fooliflinefs  of 
*<  preachiBg»  to  fave  th^m  that  do  believe.^  It  prefently  puts 
them  into  a  ftate  of  falvation,  though  thef  be  not  yet  aAually 
and  completely  faved.  There  is  a  necefiary  connexion  betwixt 
converfion  and  falvation ;  though  betwixt  converfion  and  complete 
falvation,  there  may  be  many  groaning  hours^  iick  and  fad  days  and 
nights  \  but  full  deliverance  from  iln  and  mifery  is  fecured  to  the 
foul  in  the  work  of  faith,  CoL  i.  27.  «  Chrift  in  you  is  the  hope 
«  of  glory." 

Thus  you  fee  this  great  and  glorious  defign  projeAed  and  mana- 
ged ;  and  this  is  the  very  fcope>  aim,  and  intention  of  the  whole 
gofpel,  even  the  opening  the  hearts  of  finners  unto  Chrid  by  faith, 
will  evidently  appear  by  confidering  the  feveral  parts  of  the  gofpel 
which  have  a  direA  afpcd  upon  this  defign,  and  the  declared  end 
of  the  Spirit,  who  is  fent  forth  to  make  it  efl^^hial  to  this  very  end 
and  purpofe. 

1.  To  this  the  commands  of  the  gof^l  look )  it  lies  full  hi  the 
eye  of  the  preceptive  part  of  the  goi^el,  i  John  iii.  23.  <<  And  this 
<<  is  his  commandment,  that  we  (liould  believe  en  the  name  of  his 
«  Son  Jefus  Chrift.**  And  it  is  a  very  great  encouragement  (if 
rightly  confidered)  that  faith  is  conftituted  a  duty  by  a  plain  gofpel* 
precept ;  for  this  cuts  off  that  vain  pretence  and  plea  of  prefump* 
tion  ;  What  I  fuch^a  vile  wretch  as  thou  (fthh  Satan)  prefome  to 
believe  in  Chrift  ?  But  this  cuts  off  the  plea ;  here  is  a  command 
firom  the  hig heft  fovereignty,  the  contempt  whereof  men  (hall  an- 
fwer  at  their  utmoft  peril. 

2.  This  aMb  is  the  declared  end  and  fcopc  of  the  gofpel  fromijts 
ifndthreatenings J  ^fYkertby  the  fouls  of  finners  are  aifaulted  on  both 
fides.  As  fw  prcmijesj  how  are  all  the  facreJ  pages  of  the  Bible 
adbrned  with  them  as  the  firmament  with  radient  ftars  I  Amongft 
which  that  in  the  text  fcems  to  excel  in  glory.  <<  If  any  man  open 
M  to  me,  I  will  come  in  to  him.'*  Like  unto  which  Is  that,  John 
vi.  35,  37.  "I  ?.m  the  bread  of  life  ;  he  that  cometh  to  me  (hall 
«  never  hunger  j  and  he  that  believeth  in  me  Ihall  never  thirfl ; 
^<  him  that  cometh  to  me  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out.^  Such  rich  and 
excellent  encouragements  to  faith  had  never  been  put  into  the  /rv* 
ntifesy  but  for  faith's  ^ke.  And  then  for  gofptV^foiemngff 
though  they  have  a  dreadfolySiMv^  yet  they  have  a  gracious  defign. 
What  a  tei:rible  ihunder-ebp  is  that,  John  iu.  39.  «<  He  that  be- 
*f  lieveih  not  the  Son,  fliall  not  lee  life  \  but  the  wrath  of  God 
^  abideth  on  him  "•  To  which  another  threatening  echoes  with  a 
like  terrible  voice,  Mark  xvi.  1^.  <(Hc  that  believeth  not  iballbe 
^  damned.**  There  be  dreadfiil  things,  you  fee,  threatened  in 
Ike  (ofpcl  agaiuA  unbelievers  \  but  what  is  tb«  intoitioa  of  thofe 
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throaieniags  but  to  fcare  men  out  of  their  unbelief  and  carnal  feca* 
ritf  unto  Chriil  ?  And  thus  both  the  promifes  and  the  threatenings» 
though  of  far  different  natures,  confpire  and  meet  in  the  ielf- 
{kme  defign,  even  to  open  the  heart  to  Chrii^  by  faith. 

3.  For  the  fake  of  this  defign  all  goi^X-ordinanas  and  vffiegrt  ai« 
inilituted  and  appointed,  maintained  and  continued  in  the  world 
unto  this  day.  Why  did  Chrift  at  his  trmmphant  afcenfion  (hed 
forth  fuch  variety  of  gifts  upon  men,  but  that '  Cod  might  dwell 
among  them  ?  Pfal.  Ixviii.  i  %.  <<  Thou  haft  afcended  on  high,  ,tho« 
"  haft  led  captivity  captive  j  thou  haft  received  gifts  for  men ;  yea, 
^  for  the  rebellious  alio,  that  the  Lord  God  might  dwell  amonj 
them.'*  The  whole  frame  of  gofpel-ordinances  is  declaredly  fee  up 
for  this  purpofe  to  bring  men  to  Chrift,  and  buHd  them  up  in  Chrift^ 
Eph.  iv.  1 2* 

4.  All  the  fcripture-records  of  converted  finners,  whole  heartt 
God  hath  in  any  age  opened,  were  made  for  this  very  purpofe  to 
encourage  other  fouls  by  their  examples  to  believe  in,  or  open  un- 
to Chrift  as  they  did.  For  this  purpofe  that  famous  and  memonK 
hk  eenveriion  of  Paul  was  gracioufly  recorded,  1  Tim.  i,  \6. 
'<  Howbeit,  for  this  caufe  I  obtained  mercy,  that  in  me  ftrft  Jeftis 
^  Chrift  might  (hew  forth  all  long^fufiTering,  for  a  pattern  to  them 
**  that  ihould  hereafter  believe  on  him  to  life  everlafting."  Ne- 
ver was  any  man's  heart  bolted  and  made  faft  with  ftronger  preju- 
dices agatnft  Chrift  than  this  man's  was  ;  yet  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  , 
opened  it.  O  how  flexible  was  his  will  1  « JUord,  what  wilt  thou 
^  have  me  to  do  f*  This  gives  great  encouragement  to  other  fin- 
ners  to  come  in  to  Chrift  as  he  did  ;  and  therefore  when  men  (haK 
fee  other  ftnners  receiving  Chrift,  and  themfelves  continue  ftill  ob- 
ftinate  and  unbelieving,  thofe  very  examoles  which  God  hath  let 
before  their  eyes  pot  a  dreadful  aggravation  upon  their  unbelief  ^ 
as  you  may  fee,  Matth*  xxi.  32.  *<  John  came  unto  yoU  in  the  way» 
«  of  nghteoufnefs,  and  ye  believed  him  not  ;  but  the  publican* 
"  and  harlots  believed  him ;  and  ye,  when  ye  had  feen  it,  repent- 
"  ed  not  afterward,  that  you  might  believe  him.**  q.  d.  Thought 
yottfaw^«^/ir<flfi/,  reputed  the  worft  of  men,  and  harlots  the  worft 
of  women,  convinced,  humbled,  and  brought  unto  faith  ;  yet  thefe 
fights  no  way  afield  your  fouls ; '  you  never  had  one  fuch  reflec* 
tion  as  this,  Lord  !  have  not  I  as  much  need  to  fly  from  the  wrath 
tocome,  and  mind  the  falvation  of  my  own  Ibnl  as  thefe  I  will  if 
not  bo  a  dreadful  aggravation  of  my  mifery,  that  fuch  as  thefe 
ihould  obtain  Chrift  and  heaven,  and  I  be  (hut  out  ? 

5.  To  conclude :  The  opening  of  the  heart  to  Chrift  is  the  verjr 
end  and  errand  of  tl^  Spirit  of  Gody  upon  whofe  concurrence  and 
blclBng  thoiuecefs  of  all  ordinances  depends  ;  upon  this  deftgn  he* 
is  feat  eiproiUf  from  heaven  to  open  the  underftanding  and  con- 
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fcieDces  of  ^nners  by  conviAion^  John  xvi.  9.  For  it  is  not  m  the 
power  ofthe  word  alone  to  produce  this  eSeA ;  thoufands  of  ex- 
cellent fermons  may  be  preached,,  and  not  one  heart  opened  by 
conviftion.  He' is  exprefsly  fet  to  this  end  and  purpofe.  What 
remains  13  the  application  of  this  point. 

I.   Ufey  for  .informattGrt^ 

Inf,  I.  If  the  opening  of  the  heart  to  Chrift  be  the  great  and  di- 
rcft  intention  and  end  ofthe  gofpel.  How  are  they  deceived  that  hlefs 
themfelves  in  the  attainment  of  fame  leffer  end  and  intentions  ofthe  gof" 
pel,  whilft  the  great  end  (the  efeBualperfUaJion  of  the  will  to  Chrj/l) 
if  not  at  all  effected  upon  them.  There  are  fome  collateral  ftrokeS) 
(bme  by^£fe^y  as  I«nay  call  them,  which  the.  gofpel  hath  upon 
men.  It  would  pity  a  wife  confiderate  man  to  fee  how  poor  fouls 
hug  themfelves  wit  ha  conceited  happinefs  in  thefe  leiTer  things, 
whilft  they  ftill  ftick  faft  in  the  ftate  of  Unregeneracy.  I  would 
fain  undeceive  fuch  miftaken  wretches  who  bow  down  under  the 
power  of  felf^deceit,  and  that  in  fo  great  and  important  a  point,  in 
which  their  eternal  falvation  is  concerned.  There  be  two  thin^ 
which  are  exceeding  apt  to  deceive  men  in  this  matter  j  viz« 

1.  Partial convitStions on  the  underftanding. 

2.  Traniient  motions  upon  the  affections; 

In  thefe  two  things  multitudes  deceive  themfelves,  as  if  the  whole 
defign  ofthe  gofpel  were  accompUihed  upon  them  therein,  (i.) 
Partial  convictions  upon  the  uilderftanding  \  light  and  knowledge 
breaking  into  the  mind,  producing  orthodoxy  of  judgment  \  this 
ieems  to  be  the  effectual  opening  of  the  underflanding  to  Chrifl, 
though  alas  I  to  this  day  they  never  faw  fin  in  its  vilenefs,  much 
lefs  their  own  i'pecial  fin  ;  nor  Chrift  in  his  fuitablenefs  and  necef- 
fity.  People  that  live  under  the  gofpel  can  hardly  avoid  the  im- 
provement of  their  underftandings  by  the  light  that  Qiines  upon 
them  :  knowledge  grows,  parts  thrive ;  thefe  enable  them  to  dif- 
courfe  and  defend  the  points  of  religion  excellently.  Yea,  it  may 
be  from  the  ftrength  of  thefe  gifts,  they  can  pray  with  commenda- 
ble variety  and  largenefsofe^prefilon  :  thefe  things  beget  applaufe 
from  men  and  confidence  in  yourfelves,  whilft  all  the  while  no  fa- 
ving  influences  are  fhed  down  to  quicken,  change,  and  fpiritualize 
the  heart.  (2.)  There  are  tranfient  motions  and  touches  ofthe 
gofpel  upon  the  afteCtions,  which  give  fome  men  their  melting  pangs 
and  moods  now  and  then  under  the  word,  though  it  never  fettles 
into  a  fpiritual  frame,  an  habitual  heavenlinefs  of  temper  ;  of  fuch 
the  apoftle  fpeaks,  Heb.  vi.  5.  And  this  is  the  more  dangonous,  be- 
caufe  they  now  feem  to  have  attained  all  that  is  eflential  to  religion, 
pr  neceflTary  to  falvation.  For  when  unto  the  light  of  their  under- 
ftandings theve  Ihall  be  added  melting  affeflions,  a  man  now  feems 
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to  be  complete  in  all  that  the  gofpel  requires  to  the  being  andean-* 
ftlturion  of  a  Chriftian,  as  a  great  divine  fpeaks  * :  for  thus  poor 
fouls  are  apt  to  reafon ;  If  I  had  only  light  in  my  mind,  and  never 
found  aay  meltings  of  my  affedionsy  I  might  fufpe£l  myfelf  juftly  to 
be  aa  hypocrite  :  but  there  are  times  when  my  affe^ions^  as  well  as 
my  unievftandingi  feem  to  feel  the  power  of  the  gofpel.  And  yet 
thcfe  things  may  be  where  the  heart  never  effectually  opens  to 
Chrift ;  all  this  may  be  but  a  morning  dew,  an  early  cloudy  that 
vaniiheth  away  ;  as  is  plain  in  John's  hearers^  John  v.  35.  and  in 
Paul's  hearersy  Gal.  L  149  15.  For  except  the  convictions  upon 
the  underftanding  be  particular  and  efieCtuali  and  the  motions  up« 
on  the  afl^dtions  fettled  to  a  heavenly  habit  and  temper,  the  man 
is  but  where  he  was  before  as  to  the  real  ftate  and  condition  of  his 
fouL  Were  thy  underftanding  fo  convinced  of  the  evil  nature  and 
dreadful  confequences  of  fin,  and  thy  affections  and  will  thereupon 
fo  eflfeClually  determined  to  choofe  and  embrace  the  Lord  Jefus» 
vpoQ  a  confiderate  and  thorough  examination  of  liis  own  terms 
and  articles  propounded  in  the  gofpel ;  then  thou  mighteft  con- 
dude  the  great  deiign  of  it  were  accompliflied  upon  thy  foul :  but 
to  reft  in  general  conviBions  and  traniient  affeSf'tons  without  this .  is 
but  to  mock  and  deceive  thy  own  foul.  Alas !  this  com^  not 
borne  to  the  main  end  of  the  gofpel. 

Inf.  a.  Learn  from  hence  th^  prodigious  Jluhhornnefs  and  hardnefiof 
the  hearts  of  men  living  daily  under  the  gofpel^  which  Jlill  reftH  ii,  though 
it  bear  upon  them  in  part  of  it. 

You  have  heard  how  all  its  commands f  promifeSf  threatenings^  and 
exampleSf  bear  direCUy  and  jointly  upon  the  hearts  of  iinners  to  get 
open  the  will  to  Chrift :  and  yet  how  few  are  there,  comparatively, 
that  obey  and  anfwer  this  great  deiign  of  it !  all  thefe  are  like  hea- 
ven's great  artillery  planted  againft  the  unbelief  and  ftubbomnefs  of 
the  hearts  of  men,  to  batter  down  then-  carnal  reafonings,  over- 
throw their  vain  hopes,  and  open  a  fair  pafTage  for  Chrifl:  into  their 
fouls,  a  Cor.  X.  4, 5.  "  For  the  weapons  of  our  warfare  arc  not 
"  carnal  but  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  flrong- 
^  holds,  cafting  down  imaginations,  and  every  thing  that  exalts  it- 
^  ielf  againft  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing  into  captivity 
"  every  thought,  to  the  obedience  0/  Chrift."  If  a  mount  be  raifed, 
and  many  cannon  planted  thereon,  and  all  played  againft  the  wall 
of  a  forty  choufands  of  (hots  made,  and  yet  no  breach,  not  one 
ftone  moved  out  of  its  place,  you  will  iay,  that  is  a  ftrong  wall  in- 
deed. Beloved,  God  hath,  as  I  may  fay,  raifed  a  mount  in  the 
gofpel,  planted  the  great  ordinance  of  heaven  upon  it,  difcharged 
many  dreadful  vollies  of  threatenings ;  nay,  be  hath  as  it  were, 
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•amemKler  the  walb  of  the  aribelieving  foul,  with  terais  of  gnc« 
and  mercy,  and  yet  no  opening  \  O  prodigious  obAinacy  !  <<  W« 
^  have  p)pt:d  unto  you,  but  ye  have  not  danced  ^  we  have  okxtfD' 
«•  ed  onto  you»  but  ye  have  not  lamented/'  Matth.  xi*  17.  NeU 
ftberthe  fweet  surs  of  gofpel-grace,  nor  the  dreadfol  thunders  of 
the  Iavr»  make  any  impreflion  upon  you.  O  what  sn  obdurate 
vock  is  the  heart  by  nature  1  Certaiuly,  every  ChriRian  may  fee 
enough  tn  others,  and  find  enough  in  biinfclfi  without  the  help 
of  other  books  to  confute  the  Arminian  dot^bine,  which  fo  .extois 
and  flatten  the  nature  of  man.  It  is  as  poifibl^  to  malfie  ah  im- 
preiBon  with  your  fiuger  upon  a  wall  of  brafs,  as  for  the  beA  fer- 
sion  in  the- world,  in  its  own  ilrength,  to  make  an  ctfeAnal  fating 
imprei&on  upon  a  linner's  will. 

Infer.  3*  Is  it  the  great  dcfign  of  the  gofpel^  to  open  the  hearts 
>«f  men  to  Chrift?  Then  noonder  not  that  it  meets  %ukh  fuch  ftrong 
tmdfierte^fofitknfrcm  Satan^  loherever  it  isBncer^y  and  foiyerfullj 
freacbed.  As  for  general  and  formal  preaching,  which  comes  not 
to  the  quick,  the  .devil  is  not  fo  much  cot)cefned  about  it,  he 
knows  it  will  do  him  no  great  damage;  nay,  it  faftens  and  fecures 
his  intereib  in  the  fouls  of  men.  But  wherever  the  gofpel  comes 
with  spirit  and  power,  laying  the  ax  to  the  root,  Shewing  men  the 
vanity  of  their  ungrounded  hopes,  preifing  the  neceffity  of  re* 
gieneration  and  faith,  this  preaching  quickly  gives  an  alarm  te  hell, 
and  raiies  ali  maaner  of  oppofition  againft  it.  •  What  is  it  to 
<  preach  the  gofpel,  (faid  Luther)  but  to  derive  the  rage  and  fury 
^  of  the  whole  world  upou  us  ?'  Satan  is  the  god  of  this  worMi  all 
men  by  nature  are  hi^  bom  fubje^ ;  no  prince  otk  earth  is  more 
jealous  of  the  revoh  of  his  fubjedts  than  he  \  and  h  is  time  for  him 
to  beftir  himfelf,  when  the  gofpel  comes  to  dethrone  bmii  as  it 
doth  m  the  fsathful  preaching  of  it,  John  xii^  31.  ''Now  is  the 
««  judgment  of  this  world,  now  (hall  the  prience  of  this  work!  be 
H  cat^  out.''  Now  he  falls  as  lightning  from  heaven^  Luke  x.  ]8« 
Now  imners  are  made  fenfibie  of  the  cruel  tymnny  ami  bondage  of 
Satan's  government,  and  of  the  glorious  liberty  offered  to  them  by 
Jefus  Chri(^.  Satan  fufpefting  the  iffue  of  thefe  things,  beiUrs 
himfelf  to  purpofe.  O  what  (howers  of  calumnies,  and  (lorms  of 
peribcution  doth  he  pour  upon  the  names  and  perfons  of  Chrift's 
futhfiil  ambafiadors !  Certainly,  he  owes  Chrift's  miniilers  a  f(Mte, 
and  they  (hall  know  and  feel  it,  if  ever  he  get  them  wkhin  the 
compafs  of  his  chain.  But  let  this  difcourgc  ttone  em{doyed  in 
this  glorious  defign ;  the  Lord  is  with  them  to  protect  their  perfons 
and  reward  their  diligence. 

Infer.  4*  Ijihe  9pemng  of  the  heart  he  the  main  deftgn  of  the  grfpeU 
then  Chrifi  and  faith  ought  t&  he  the  principal  fuhjcSe  that  mincers 
Jhauld  infifi  on  anicng  their pesple^ 
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Ther^  ore  ihsaiy  other  ufeftil  doArines  which  may,  and  ought 
m  be  opened  and  preiled  in  their  time  and  place.  Moral  duties, 
{5V.  have  their  exceHencies  5  but  Cbrifi  and  faith  arc  the  great 
things  we  are  to  preach.  Let  men  be  once  brought  to  Chrift,  and 
the  reft  will  follow  1  but»  to  begin  and  end  with  morality^  will 
never  make  men  gofpcl-Chriftians.  Grace  teaches  morality^  Tit. 
ii.  1 1,  bul  morality  without  grace  faves  no  man.  I  doubt  not  but 
it  has  been  a  grand  artifice  of  the  devil,  to  confound  grace  with 
nxiralityy  and  make  men  believe  that  nothing  is  more  reqinred 
unto  men's  fahation,  but  a  civil  fiber  converfition  m  the  world,  a|nd 
fo  lay  hj  the  principal  part  of  the  gofpel,  which  opens  and  prefles 
the  neceffity  of  regeneration,  repentance,  and  faith  in  the  blood 
of  Chrift.  Such  preaching  as  this  anfwers  not  the  end  and  jiem 
iign  of  Chrift  in  the  converfion  of  fouls  \  fuch  kmd  of  preaching 
diftorbt  not  the  confdences  of  men :  the  Lord  help  all  his  amm 
h(^adtrs  to  mind  the  example  and  charge  of  their  Redeemer^  land 
laying  afide  all  carnal  intereft,  to  apply  themfelves  faithfully  unto 
the  &uh  and  coniciences  of  their  hearers,  ^  not  as  'men-pleafers, 
*«  but  as  the  fervants  of  Chrift.^ 

n.  XJfe^  of  conviSlion* 

In  the  next  place,  this  doArine  b  of  excellent  ufe  to  convlnco 
Tota  of  the  droulfiil  damning  nature  of  the  fin  of  unbelief:  a  fin 
which  defeats  and  firdftrates  the  main  defign  of.  the  blefled  gofpel 
of  Chrift  on  the  ui^believer's  foul. 

This  is  the  fin  that  keeps  the  heart  faft  (hut  againft  him.  As 
faith  is  the  radical  grace^  fo  imbelief  is  the  radical  Jin.  What  {haU 
I  fay  of  it  ^  It  is  the  traitof^j  gate^'  through  which  thofe  fouls  pafi 
that  are  to  perifli  for  ever.  The  gofpel  can  da  you  no  good,  the 
blood  of  Chrift  can  yield  no  faving  benefit,  whilft  your  fouls  remain 
under  the  dominion  and  power  of  this  fin.  When  we  confider  the 
mighty  arguments  of  the  gofpeU  ve  may  wonder  that  all  that  hear 
them  are  not  immediately  perfuaded  to  Chrift  by  them.  And,  oa 
the  other  fide,  when  we  qonfider  the  mighty  power  of  unt>elie^ 
how  ftrongly  it  holds  the  foul  in  bondage  to  fin  i  we  may  admire 
that  any  foul  is  brought  over  to  Chrift  by  the.  gofpel.  It  was  not 
without  caufe  that  the  apoftle  puts  faith  in  Chrift  among  the  great 
myftcrics  and  wonders  of  the  gofpel,  i  Tim.  iii.  16.  Now  the  in- 
trinfic  evil  and  fearful  confequences  of  this  fin  of  unbelief  will  ap* 
pear  in  thefe  following  particulars  : 

I.  Unbelief  fixes  the  guilt  of  all  other  fins  on  the  perfon  of  the 
unbeliever ;  it  binds  them  all  faft  upon  his  foul,  John  viii.  24. 
*  For  if  yc  believe  not  that  I  am  he,  ye  (hall  die  in  yoyr  fins.'* 
Die  in  thy  fins  man  !  it  w:ere  better  for  thee  to  die  any  ot)ier  deatlv 

Vol.  IV.  No.  32.  _      Dd 
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What  more  terrihie  can  God  threaten,  or  ihan  ferf?,!^!?  is  the 
fia  that  makes  <^  the  death  of  Ghvift'oF  none  cSkfktovs^  Gal.  v. 
4.  Th^ie  is  indeed  a  foweign  virtue  in  the  blood  of  Chrift  to 
pardqn  &i>  bat  thj  foul  camiot  hafve  the  bendlt  of  ft,  while  h  re- 
mains^ under  the  dominion  o£  t\&  fin.^  As  it  was  faid  of  the 
minactthnis  works;  of  Chrift,  **  He  could  do  no  mighty  works  there 
•f  bdanfe  of  their  unbdief>'^  Maitth.  xHi.  5:8.  fo  none  of  histpiritual 
worksi  no  ordinances  can  do  thy  foul  good,  until  the  Lord  break 
tike  p^wer  o£  this  fin  \  Heh.  ivi  a.  *^  The  word  pnerached  did  not 
^  profit' them>  not  being  mixed  with  ^aith  in  them  that  heard  it." 
tf  a  man  were  dangerovfly:  fick,  or  woilnded^  the  ricfaefl  cor£alt 
amlmoft  {avcixiga  filacers  in  the  world  can  never  recover  hint 
Hskis  received  and  applied*  Unbelief  fpDIg  the  moft  ibvereign 
9ordiaIs  of  the  go^el  as  water  upon  the  greond.  The  greateft  fins 
that  ever  thou,  committedik  might  be  papdoned^  did  not  this  fin  lie 
ifartfao^  way ;  wene  this  gone,  all  the  reft  were  gone  t6o  \  but  whiHt 
unbelief  remains^  they  alfo  remain  upon  thee. 
,  2.  Of  all  tibe  fins  that  are  upon  the  ibulsof  men^  this  is  the  moft 
difficult  fin  to  be  removed  and  cured:  other  fins.  He  more  open  to 
convidlion,  but  this  hath  the  moft  fpecious  pretences  to  countenance 
and  defend  it.  Men  commit  this  fin  out  of  a  fear  of  fin.  They 
trill*  not  Mfsve,  Teft  they  fliould  pre/ume :  Vhey  dare  not  believe, 
becaufe  they  are  not  qualijwd,  'tht  ftrength  of  other  fins  meets  in 
ihU  fin  of  unbelief :  it  is  the  ftrongeft  fort  wherein  Satan  truftctL 
Take  an  adulterer,  or  a  profane  fWearer,  and  yon  have  a  fair  open 
tpay  to  convihcc^him  op  his  fin :  flicw  him*  the,  command  he  bath 
violated,  and  he  hath  nothing  to  fay'  ih  his  own  defence  5  but  the 
unbeliever  hath  a  thoufiind  plaufiUe  defences. 
'  •  3.  This  is  the  great  damning  fin  of  the  world.  I  do  not  fiybut 
ttil  other  fins  dcftrve  damnation,  (for  the  ivages  offtn  is  death)  but 
Ihfe  is  the  fin  in  the  virtue  whereof  other  fins  damn  and  ruin  the 
fduL  3"ArV  IS  the  condemnation^  John  iii.  19.  And  as  it  is  a  damn- 
thg^fin,  fo  it  is  a  fin  which  damns  with  aggravated  damnation, 
a  Theff.  i.  &.  O  then,  let  us  mourn  over,  and  tremble  at  this 
dreadful  fin  whitfh  oppofe  and  fo  often' frufcrates  the  great  defign 
and  main  end  of  the  whole  gofpel. 

III.  Ufiifir  exhorta/ion. 

Is  it  the  main  fcope  of  the  gofpel  to  bring  men  to  CJirfft  by 
fiaith  ?  then  be  perfuaded  heartily  to  compiyanth  this  great  dejign  oftht 
'lathery  Sony  and  Spirit^  minijiersy  ordhiancesy  and  providences  y  in  open* 
4ng  your  hearts  tb  rereive '  Chrtft  this  day  by  faith  unfeigned. 

And,  O  that  I  could  fuitably  prefs  this  great  point,  which  felb 
in  fo  direftly  with  the  main  fh-eam  and^fbope  of  the  whole  gofpel : 
and  O  that  whilft  I  am  prefiing  it^  you  would  lift  np  a  hearty  cry 
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lo  heaven,  <  Lord  give  me  fakh,  whatever  elle  thoB  deny  me  i 

*  open  my  heart  to  Chrifl  under  the  goTpel-calls.'  I  do  not  only 
prds  you  to  a  general  and  common  allent  to  the  truths  of  the  gol- 
pel^  <  that  Cbrift  is  come  in  the  flelh,  and  laid  down  bis  life  for 

<  fianers  i  but  unto  <  a  hearty  evangelical  confent  to  receive  hin*. 

<  upon  gofpel-terms  j  to  clofe  with  liim  in  all  bis  offices,  fub- 
( jei£ting  heart  and  Hfe  unto  his  authority,  living  entirely  upon  him 

•  for  righteoufnefs,  and  to  him  by  holincfe.'  The  value  of  fuch  a 
fiith  as  this  is  above  all  eflimation.  For,  ( i .)  this  is  the  grace 
which  God  hath  dignified  and  crowned  with  glory  and  honour 
above  all  its  &llow-graces.  Its  fingular  praifes  and  jencomiums  are 
in  all  the  iicriptures.  This  is  called  precious  faith^  2  Pet.  i.  i. 
ioul-fiwfclMngJaUby  Jam.  ii.  5.  That  is  a  mlferable  poor  foul  in- 
deed that  is  deftitute  of  it,  whatever  the  largeQes  of  providence 
have  been  to  him.  And  he  is  truly  rich  toVhom  God  hath  given 
faith,  whatever  he  hath  denied  him  of  the  comforts  of  this  life* 
This  Chrift  calls  the  work  of  God,  John  vi.  a 2.  "  This  is  the  work 
«  of  God,  that  you  believe."  Why  fo,  are  all  other  things  that 
your  eyes  behold  %  they  are  the  works  of  God  ;  the  earth,  the 
fea,  the  fun,  moon,  and  ftars,  they  are  his  handy-work.  Truc;^ 
they  are  (b;  but  this  is  the  %uori,  the  moft  eminent,  glorious, 
and  admirable  work  of  God,  /ne  pare,  excelling  all  tus  other 
works  which  your  eyes  behold.  And,  (2.)  that  which  exalts 
and  dignifies  it  not  only  above  all  the  works  of  God's  bands,  but 
even  above  its  fellow-graces,  the  work  of  his  Spirit,  is  that  high 
office  unto  which  it  is  appointed  in  the  juftification  of  a  finner* 
God  bath  fingled  out  this  grace  from  among  all  the  other  graces, 
to  be  the  inftrument  of  receiving  and  applying  the  righteoumeis  of 
Chrift  for  the  juftification  of  a  guilty  foul,  Rom.  v.  i.  You*  arc 
never  iaid  to  be  judified  by  love,  hope,  or  defire,  but  by  faith. 
h  is  true,  all  other  graces  are  fuppofed  in  the  perfon  juftified  ;  but 
none  apprehends  and  applies  the  righteouihefs  of  Chrifl  for  jufUfi- 
cation,  but  this  only.  And  the  juftifying  aA  of  faith  being  a  re- 
ceiving aft,  th^  glory  of  God  is  therein  fecured  ;  therefore  it  is  of 
foitb  that  it  might  be  by  grace*     (3.)  The  grace  of  faith,  which  I  am 

recommending  to  you  this  day,  is  not  only  the  inilrument  of  your 
juftification,  but  it  is  alfo  the  bond  of  your  union  with  Chrift,  £ph« 
ilL  17.  «  That  ChriA:  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith."  It  is 
the  uniting  grace,  t>ie  marriage-knot  \  it  Is  that  which  gives  inte- 
reft  in,  and  title  to  the  perfon  and  benefits  of  Chrifl ;  the  great 
thbg  upon  which  the  eyes  of  all  the  awakened  world  are  intently 
and  folicitoufly  fixed.  Whatever  apprehenfions  you  have  of  an 
iotereft  in  Chrift,  and  whatever  his  benefits  be  worth  in  your  eyes, 
neither  himfelf  nor  they  can  ever  be  obtained  without  faith.  O 
brethren^  there  is  a  day  coming  when  they  that  now  flight  and 
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negleA  this  intereft  and  concern  of  their  fouls,  would  gladly  part 
with  ten  thoufand  worlds  for  a  good  title  to  Chrift,  could  it  be  pur- 
chafed  therewith :  but  it  is  fiutb,  and  nothing  without  faith,  that 
intitles  you  to  Chrift,  and  to  his  benefits.     (4-)  Thar  which  (hould 
yet  more  endear  this  grace  of  faith  to  you  is  this,  that  it  is  the  band 
which  receives  your  pardon  from  the  hand  of  Chrift,  the  meffcn- 
ger  that  brings  a  fealed  pardon  to  a  trembling  finner.     A£b  x.  43. 
«<  And  by  him  all  that  believe  arc  juftifipd  from  all  things,  from 
«<  which  they  could  not  be  juftified  by  the  law  of  Mofes."    Clear- 
ed of  all  thofe  fins  from  which  the  law  could  never  dear  thcni, 
nor  any  repentance,  reftitution,  nor  obedience  of  their  own  without 
feith.     O  what  a  welcome  mcflenger  is  faith,  and  what  joyful  ti- 
dings  doth  it  bring  !  you  would  fay  fo  if  ever  you  had  felt  the  ef- 
ficacy of  the  law  upon  your  confciences  •,  if  ever  you  had  lain,  as 
fome  finners  have,  with  a  cold  fweating  horror  upon  your  panting 
bofems,  under  the  apprehenfions  of  the  wrath  of  God.    This  fruit 
of  &ith  is  rather  to  be  admired  than  expreffed,  Pfal,  xxxii.  1  •    (5) 
Faith  is  not  only  the  meftenger  that  brings  you  a  pardon  from 
heaven  5  but  it  is,  as  I  may  fay,  that  heavenly  heraid  that  publlflies 
peace  in  the  foul  of  a  finner.     O  peace,  how  fweet  a  word  art  thou! 
how  welcome  to  a  poor  condemned  finner !  *«  Beautiful  upon  the 
««  mountains  are  the  feet  of  them  that  publifli  peace."  Now  it  is  feith 
that  brings  this  blefled  news,  and  publifties  it  in  the  foul,  without 
which  all  the  publifhers  of  peace  without  us,can  adminifter  but  little 
fupport,  Rom.  v.  i.     Faith  brings  the  foulout  of  the  ftornas  and 
tempefb  with  which  it  was  tofied^  into  a  fweet  reft  and  calm,  Hcb* 
iv.  3.      ««  We  which  have  believed  do  enter  into  reft."      Is  the 
quiet  harbour  welcome  to  poor  weather-beaten  feamen,  after  they 
have  paft  furious  ftorms  and  many  fears  upon  the  raging  fea  ?  O 
how  welcome  then  muft  peace  be  to  that  foul  that  hath  been  tofied 
upon  the  tempeftuous  ocean  of  its  own  fears  and  terrors,  blown  up 
and  incenfed  by  the  terrible  blafts  of  the  law  and  confclence  ?  It 
was  a  comfortable  fight  to  Noah  and  his  family,  to  fee  an  oiive^leaf 
in  the  mouth  of  the  dove,  by  which  thiey  knew  the  waters  were 
abated.     But,  oh !  what  is  it  to  hear  fuch  a  voice  as  this  from  the 
mouth  of  faith.  Fury  is  not  in  tne^  faith  the  Lord ;  his  anger  is  turn- 
ed away,  and  he  comforteth  thee  ?  Fear  ndt  thou,  poor  tempeftu- 
ated  foul,  the  God  of  peace  is  thy  God.     (6.)  Faith  doth  not  only 
bring  the  tempeftuous  foul  into  a  calm,  but  it  is  the  grace  alfo 
which  opens  to  the  foul  a  door  of  accefs  into  the  gracious  prclence 
of  God ;  without  it  there  is  no  coming  to  him  acceptably «  Heb. 
xi.  6.  ««  He  that  cometh  unto  God  nauft  beKeve/'     This  liberty 
and  accefs  to  God  is  indeed  the  purchafe  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  \ 
he  procured  it  at  a  great  fum :  but  faith  is  the  grace  that  brings 
the  foul  a£hially  mto  the  prefence  of  God|  and  there  helps  it  t« 
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open  and  cafe  its  griefs,  and,  with  liberty  of  fpeech,  to  discover 
all  its  grievances,  fears,  and  burdens  to  the  Lord.  And  troljr^ 
this  world  were  not  worth  the  living  in  without  fuch  a  bldC- 
fed  vent  to  our  troubles  as  tliis  is.  The  believer  only  hath 
gotten  the  key . that. <^ns  tlie  door  of  accefs  unto  God  ;  if  he 
have  any  finsy  wants,  burdens,  affliOioos,  temptations,  &c.  here 
he  can  eafe  them.  Ah  I  Chriflian,  the  time  may  come  when 
thy  heart  may  be  filled  with  forrows  to  the  brim,  and  there 
may  not  be  found  a  perfon  of  thy  acquaintance  in  all  the  world 
to  whom  thou  canft  turn  to  eafe  thy  forroWs,  or  give  vent  to 
thy  troubles.  Now,  bleffed  be  God*^  for  faith ;  O  the  eafe  one 
aft  of  faith  gjves  a  troubled  (bul,  which  is  like  bottles  full  of  new 
wine,  and  muft  either  vent  or  break !  Well  may  it  be  faid,  Th§ 
ju/l  Jball  live  by  faith :  how  can  we  imagine  we  fliould  live 
without  it?  Certainly  our  afili£lions  and  temptations  would 
fwalbw  us  up,  were  it  not  for  the  fweet  aifiduous  reliefs  that 
come  in  by  faith.  (7.)  And  yet  farther  to  enflame  your  defires  af- 
ter £ijth,  this  is  the  grace  that  gives  you  the  foul-reviving  fights 
of  the  invifible  world,  without  which  this  world  would  be  a 
dungeon  to  us,  Heb.  xi.  i.  It  is  not  only  the  fubftance  of  things 
hoped  for,  but  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen.  O  it  is  a  pre- 
cious eye!  how  tranfporting  arc  thofe  vifions  of  fiiith !  i  Pet.  i.  8. 
"  Whom  having  not  {ten^  we  love }  whom  though  now  we  -fee 
<*  him  not,  yet,  believing,  we  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full 
**  of  glory.''  We  that  preach  of  heaven  to  you,  cannot  (hew  you 
the  glorious  perfon  of  Chrift  there,  i)or  the  thrones,  crowns,  and 
palms  that  are  above ;  but  faith  can  make  thefe  things  vifible. 
That  is  an  eye  that  can  penetrate  the  clouds,  and  fhew  you  to 
Jiim  that  Is  invifible,  Heb.  xi.  27.  (8.)  The  grace  of  faith,  which 
I  am  recommending  to  you  this  day,  is  inibrumentally  the  livelihood 
of  your  fouls  in  this  world,  Hab.  ii.  4*  **  The  jud  fiiall  live  by  his 
^  futh."  When  God  gives  a  foul  faith,  he  gives  it  him  for  a 
liYelihood,  and  expcdb  he  fhould  keep  houfe  upon  it  while  he  lives 
in  this  world  ;  and  God  reckons  he  hath  made  plentiful  provifioa 
for  yaur  fouls,  when  he  hath  given  them  faith,  and  furnifhed  out 
foch  variety  of  precious  promifes  for  your  faith  to  feed  upon.  A* 
braham,  Mofes,  David,  and  all  the  faints,  kept  houfe  upon  no  other 
provifion  but  what  faith  brought  in  \  and  at  what  a  high  and  ex« 
cellent  rate  did  they  live  ?  Here  man  eateth  angels  food.  It  is  a 
ftorehoufe  of  provifion  ;  it  is  a  (hop  of  cordials  ;  «<  I  h^^d  fainted  un« 
^  lefi  I  had  believed,'*  PfaL  xxvii.  13.  A  believer  lives  the  highefl 
life  of  all  men  upon  earth ;  and  as  the  believer's  foul  is  daily  fed 
by  faith,  fo  all  the  other  graces  in  his  foul  are  maintained  and  daily 
fupported  by  the  provifion,  faith  brings  them  in.  The  other  graces 
(as  one  faith)  like  the  young  birds  in  the  neft,  live  upon  that  provi* 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


«I4»  Enghnts  Doty. 

Son  this  gnlce  of  fiuth  gatbers  for  them,  and  puts  into  their  oioiiths. 
Take  away  faith,  and  you  quickly  ftarve  the  foul  of  a  Chriftian. 
Will  not  ^U  this  engage  your  defires  after  faith  ?  Why  then  (9.) 
confiderthis  is  the  grace  whereby  we  die  fafely  as  w«U  as  live  com- 
fortably :  as  you  cannot  live  comfortably  without  it  in  this  world, 
to  neither  can  you  die  fafoly  or  cpmfortably  without  it  when  you 
go  out  of  this  world  ;  Heb.  xi.  13.  «Thefe  all  died  in  £uth,  not 
<*  having  received  the  promifes ;  but  having  feen  them  a&r  off, 
M  and  were  peHuaded  of  them,  and  embraced  them.''  Mark  here, 
how  thefe  excellent  perfons  died ;  they  all  died  embracing  the  pro- 
woUcs  in  the  arms  of  their  faith.  An  allufion  to  two  dear  fiiend% 
kugging  one  another  at  their  parting.  O  precious  promifes,  faith 
the  dying  believer  j  of  what  unfpeakable  ufe  and  benefit  have  yon 
been  to  me  all  the  days,  of  my  piigrimagje  !  You  are  they  to  whom 
I  was  wont  to  turn  in  all  my  troubles  and  diftrefles ;  but  I  am  now 

Eing  into  the  life  of  immediate  vifion :  farewell  blefled  proinifes, 
-rptures,  ordinances,  and  communion  of  imperfed  faints  %  I  (hall 
vralk  no  more  by  hith,  but  by  fight.  (10.)  In  a  word,  and  that 
•  great  word  too,  this  is  the  grace  that  faves  you,  Ephef.  ii.  3« 
M  By  grace  are  you  faved  through  faith."  Your  falvation  is  the 
fruit  of  free-grace ;  but  grace  itfelf  will  not  fave  you  ia  any  other 
method  but  that  of  believing.  The  grace  of  God  runs  down 
through  the  channel  of  &ith  ;  faith  is  the  grace  that  efpoufes  yoor 
foul  to  Chrift  here,  and  accompanies  it  every  (lep  of  the  way  until 
it  comes  to  its  full  enjoyment  in  heaven,  and  then  is  fwallowed 
vp  ill  vifion.  It  embarks  you  with  Chrift,  and  pilots  you  through 
the  dangerous  feas,  till  you  drop  anchor  in  the  haven  of  ever- 
lafting  reft  and  fafety ;  where  you  receive  the  end  of  your  fiuth, 
the  falvation  of  your  fouls.  O  then,  in  confideration  c(  the 
incomparable  worth  and  abfolute  neceffity  of  this  precious  grace, 
make  it  your  great  ftudy,  make  it  your  conftant  cry  to  heaven, 
(light  and  day,  Lord  give  me  a  believing  heart,  an  opening  heart 
to  Jefus  Chrift.  If  you  fail  of  this,  you  come  (bort  of  the  great 
end  and  defign  of  the  whole  gofpel,  which  is  to  bring  you  to 
£Mtb|  and  by  faith  to  heaven. 
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Revel,  iit.  20. 

■  jToiy  man  hear  my  voice^  and  dpen  tht  dooTf  [^IwiUeomt  im 
ta  himf  and  fitp  nmih  bmi.'\ 

IN  the  femer  fenmms  we  have  coofidercd  ChriA's  Mkfottm 
finoei^s  heart ;  we  now  come  to  the  powerful  argvoMnts  wcA  . 
motives  ufed  by  him  to  obtain  h»  fuit^  whieh  are  two  : 

K  Union,  ^  I  will  come  in  to  hkn,  and  (bp  with  him.^ 
2.  Commmiion,  «  and  he  with  me/' 
Thefe  are  ftrong  and  mighty  argnmentt  and  ettamragefnentt^ 
)ble,  one  would  think,  to  open  any  heart  in  the  world  to  Chrift^ 
)nd  yet  confidcring  how  fa(t  the  hearts  of  meil  are  glued  to  iheif 
kifts,  fixed  and  riveted  in  their  fins,  untiVt^  S(riri(  come  upon 
tliemvich  powerful  convidtion^  and  when  nnder  conviAiony  wha€ 
n^bty  diirouragements  they  labour  wilder  from  their  fermer  fin* 
weft  and  pceieht  unworthineis»  all  this  ia  little  enough  to  brii^ 
them  to  £nth;;  nay,^  m  itfelf  otterly  infufficient,  without  theAl- 
nighty  Power  fecond  and  fct  them  home  with  effefton  the  heart  1 
for  it  is  not  mere  moral  fmjum  will  do  the  work«  It  is  trae,  Chrill 
wiU  not  make  a  forcible  entrance  into  the  foul,  he  will  come  in 
by  the  confenlt  of  the  witl;  but  the  wffl  confents  not,  uittil  it  fedfl 
the  power  of  God  upon  it,  PfaL  ex.  3.  Almighty  povv^r  cqpens 
the  heart  and  determines  the  will,  bat  ftill  ilk  a  way  congmous-  to 
the  nature  of  the  will ;  Hof.  xi.  4.  <^  I  dtew  them  with  the  cordi 
"  of  a  man,  with  the  bands  of  love."  When,  under  the  influence 
of  this  power,  the  foul  opens  unto  ChriiV,  he  will  come  in,  take 
that  foul  for  his  everlafting  habitation,  refreih  and  feail<  it  with  the 
fweeteft  confobtions  and  privileges  purchafed  by  his  blood,  whence 
the  tenth  obfervation  is, 

Doft.  io»  f  Aa/  Cbr'ifi  nmli  certainly  come  into  the  foul  thai  opent 
t9  hmt  and  notU  rwt  come  empty-handed^  hut  ^Ihkrmg  rich 
enieriaifmi^nt  with  him.  I  nvHl  iome  in  to  him^  and  /up  with 
him* 

When  the  Prodigal  (the  emblem  of  a  convert)  returned  to  his 
father,  Liike  xv.  2a.  his  fether  not  only  received,  but  adorned 
and  feafled  him.     In  opening  this  point,  I  ifaall  (hew, 

Krft,  JFhat  Chri^s  coming  in  t^  the  foul  intends. 

Secondly^  Horn  il  appears  Chrifi  will  coau  in^  to  th^^  opening 
fiuL 
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Thirdly,  Jf^hat  that  rich  irttertainment  is  be  brings  *tvUh  hlrfi, 
Fourthlyi'  Why  he  thiu  entertains  the  foul  that  receives  him  and 
.  opens  to  him* 

Firfty  What  Chri/Ps  doming  in  to  the  foul  intends ;  and  in  general 
I  muft  fay,  this  is  a  great  myftery,  which  will  not  be  fully  under- 
ftood  till  wc  come  to  heaven ;  John  xiv-  to.  *«  At  that  day  you 
«  ihall  know  that  I  am  in  my  Father,  and  you  in  itie,  and  I  in 
«<  you.**    Then  the  ejfential  union  of  Chrift  and  his  Father,  and 
the  mjfiical  uhion  between  believers  and  Chrift,  will  be  more  cfear* 
ly  underftood  than  we  are  capable  to  undcrftand  them  in  this  ini^ 
perfeft  ftate:  yet  for  the  prcfent  fo  much  is  difcovered,  as  may 
juftly  aftonith  poor  iinners  at  the  marvelbus  condefceniion  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  to  them*     More  particularly,  this  ex^pref&on,  /  iviU 
come  in  tobim^  ioiports  no  lefa  than  his  unitmg  fucha  ibul  to  him- 
felf }  for  he  comes  in  ^ith  a  dcfign  to  dwell  in  tliat  fbnl  by  faiths 
£ph.  ill.  I7»  to  make  fuch  a  man  a  myftical  member  of  his  body, 
f^Qk  and  boqes,  Eph.  v.  30.  wiuch  is  the  higheft  hononr  the  foul 
of  mao  is  capable  of.    Indeed  this  coming  of  Chrift  into  the  fool  of 
a  finner,.dpt}i  not  make  him  one  perfon  with  Chrift :  that  is  the 
fingular  honour  to  which  oor  nature  is  advanced  by  the  byptfiaUeol 
unions  But  this  makes  a  peHbn  myftically  one  with  Chrift;  and 
though  it  be  beneath  the  hypojlatical  unions  yet  it  is  more  than  a 
mertfcBderal  union,     Chrift's  coming  into  the  foul,  fignifies  more 
than  his  coining  into  covenant  with  it,  for  it  is  the  taking  of  fuch 
a  perfon  jnto  a  myftical  union  with  himfelf,  by  the  imparting  of 
his  Spirit  unto  him.    As  the  vkal  fap  of  the  ftock  coming  into  the 
graft,  makes  it  one  with  the  ftock,  John  xv.  5.  fo  the  coming  of 
Chrift's  Spirit  into  the  foul,  makes  it  a  member  of  his  myftical 
body ;  and  this  is  a  glorious,  fupemataral  work  of  God,  1  Cor.  i« 
30*  mpft  honourable,  moft  comfortable,  and  for  ever  fure  and  in- 
diftbluable ;  as  I  have  elfewhere*  more  foUy  fhewed. 

Secondlyt  I  (ball  evidence  the  truth  and  certainty  of  this  moft 
comfortable  poin^  that  Chrift  will  come  ii>,  and  that  with  fingular 
refrefiiments  and  comforts,  to  every  foul  that  hears  his  voice  and 
opens  to  him.  No  prefent  unworthinefs,  or  former  rebellions  (hall 
bar  out  Chrift^  or  obftruft  his  entrance  into  fuch  a  foul.  What- 
ever  thou  h^ift  been  or  done;  all  that  notwithfianding,  Chrift  will 
come  in  to  thee,  and  dwell  whh  thee,  and  make  thy  foul  an  ha- 
bitation for  himfelf  through  the  Spirit,  Eph.  li.  22.  I  fay,  let  thy 
heart  be  open  to  him,  and  he  will  both  fill  and  feaft  thee,  with  a 
non  ohjlantey  as  to  all  thy  former  mifcarriages. 

I  know  it  is  the  common  diicouragement  that  multitudes  of 
convinced  humbled  finners  lie  under,  who  feeing  fo  much  vilenefs 
■>■    .1  ■■ 

*  Metbgd  of  Grace. 
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in  ttieir  natures  and  pra£licesy  cannot  be  perfuaded  that  ever  th^ 
w)rd  Jefus  will  caft  an  eye  of  favour  on  them,  mnch  lefs  take  u{i 
his  abode  in  them.  What,  dwell  in  fuch  a  heart  as  mine,  which 
nath  been  an  habitation  of  devils,  a  fink,  a  puddle  of  fin  fi^om  my 
beginning !  this  is  hard  to  be  believed  j  but,  finncr,  thou  haft  the 
word  of  a  King  fro*  heaven  for  it,  a  word  wKofe  credit  has  ncvet 
failed  from  the  firft  moment  it  was  fpoken,  that  whatever  thy  for- 
mer or  prefcnt  vilcnefs  or  unworthinefs  hath  been,  or  is,  he  will 
not  be  fhy  of  fuch  a  foul  as  thou  art,  if  thou  be  but  willing  to  open 
to  him.  Thy  great  unworthinefs  ihall  be  no  bar  to  his  union  with 
thee.  « If  any  man  open,  I  will  come  in  to  him,"  &c.     For, 

1.  If  perfonal  unworthinefs  were  fufiicient  to  bar  Chriftout  of 
thy  foul,  it  would  equally  bar  him  out  of  all  the  fouls  in  the  world  ^ 
for  all  are  unworthy  as  well  as  thyfelf.  Wherever  Chrift  finds 
finfubeis,  he  finds  unworthinefs  ^  and  to  be  ihre  he  finds  this 
whcrc-ever  he  comes.  Chrift  never  expefted  to  find  worthine& 
in  thee,  but  it  highly  pleafes  him  to  find  thee  under  a  becoming 
fenfeof  thy  perfonal  unworthinefs,  Jer.  iii.  13.  "  Only  acknow*- 
"  ledge  thine  miquhy,  that  thou  haft  tranfgrefled  againft  the  Lord 
"  thy  God,**  &c.  The  returning  prodigal  acknowledged  to  hi* 
father,  «<  I  am  not  worthy  to  be  called  thy  fon,**  Luke  xv.  18,  19. 
But  this  did  not  bar  his  acceis  to,  or  hinder  his  acceptance  by  his 
father.  All  that  come  to  God  to  be  juftified,  muft  fee  and  confdk 
their  own  vilenels,  and  come  to  him  as  one  that  juftifieth  the  un- 
godly, Rom.  iv.  5. 

2.  Thy  former  vilenefs  and  prefent  unworthinefi  can  be  no  bat 
^o  Chrift's  entrance,  becaufe  it  can  be  no  furprize  to  him.  He 
faicw  thou  waft  an  unworthy  foul  when  he  made  the  firft  ovcrtufe 
of  grace  and  reconciliation  to  thee ;  and  if  thy  unworthinefs  hin- 
dered not  the  beginning  of  his  treaty  with  thee,  it  fhall  not 
hinder  the  ciofing  and  finifliing  a£t  thereof  in  his  union  with  thee* , 
"  I  knew  that  thou  waft  a  tranfgrcflbr  from  the  womb,"  Ifa. 
xlviL  8. 

3.  Chrift  never  yet  came  into  any  Ibul  where  Satan  had  not  the 
poffciBon  before  him.  Every  foul  in  which  Chrift  now  dwells, 
'fas  once  m  Satan's  power  and  pofleffion.  A£b  xxvi.  1 8.  «<  To  turn 
*'  them  £rom  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  to 
"  God.**  So  Luke  xi.  21,  aa.  "When a  ftrong  mart  armed  keep- 
*'  eth  his  palace,  his  goods  are  in  peace:  but  when  a  ftronger  than 
**  he  fhall  come  upon  him,  and  overcome  him,  he  taketh  from 
"  him  all  his  armour  wherein  he  truftcd,  and  divideth  his  fpoil.'* 

4*  Thy  prefent  vilenefs  and  unworthinefs  can  be  no  bar  to 
thrift's  entrance  into  thy  foul,  becaufe  Chrift  never  yet  objefted 
to  any  man  his  unworthinefs^  but  his  unwllUngmfs  to  come  unto 
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bimj  John  V.  40.  *<  You  will  not  come  unto  mc,  that  yon  might 
«  have  life."  And  asain,  Mat.  xxiii.  37.  «  How  oft  would  I  ha?e 
«  gathered  thy  children,  and  ye  would  not  ?"  Indeed,  you  find 
fomething  like  a  repulfe  from  Chrift  to  that  poor  Canaanitefi, 
Mat.  XV.  24,  26.  "  Loird  help  me,'*  faid  that  poor  diftrcffed  foul; 
«<  but  he  anfwercd  and  faid,  it  is  not  meet  to  take  the  children's 
«<,br^d>  and  to  caft  it  to  dogs.**  However  harflily  and  dlfcou- 
r^ingly  thefe  words  found,  yet  certainly  it  was  none  of  Chriffs 
latent  to  damp  and  difcourage  her  faith,  but  to  draw  it  forth  to 
a  n[K>re  eiiceUcnt  and  intenie  degree :  which  effe<fl  is  produced, 
ver.  27. 

5.  Neither  would  Chrift  have  made  the  tenders  of  mercy  b 
large  and  indefinite,  had  he  intended  to  have  fliut  out  any  fool  up- 
on the  fingle  account  of  pcrfonal  unworthinefs,  provided  it  be  but 
willing  to  come  unto  him.  Caft  thine  eye,  poor  difcour^^ed  foul, 
.ttpoi^  Chrift*s  invitations  and  proclamations  of  grace  and  mercy  in 
the  gofpel,  and  fee  if  thou  canft  find  any  thing  befide  unwillingnefs 
a£  a  bar  betwixt  thee  and  mercy  v  hearken  to  that  voice  of  mercy, 
Ifa,  Iv.  I.  "  Ho,  every  one  that  thirftcth,  come  ye  to  the  wa- 
«  tersi  and  he  that  hath  no  money,  come  ye,  buy  and  eat;  come, 
«  buy  w;ne  and  milk  without  money,  and  without  price,**  i.  e. 
without  perfonal  defert  or  worthinefe.  So  again.  Rev.  xxii.  17. 
<<  The  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay  come>  and  let  him  that  is  athirft 
•*  come  5  and  whofoever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely.** 
Here  you  fee  perfonal  vilenefs  and  unworthinefs  is  no  obftade  in 
the  way  of  Chrift.  Once  more,  fee  John  vii.  37.  «<  In  the  laft 
«<  day,  that  great  day^  of  the  feaft,  Jtfus  ftood  and  cried,  faying» 
««  If  any  man  thirft,  let  him  come  to  me  and  drink.**  Thus  you 
fee  what  Chrlft's  coming  into  the  feul  is,  and  what  evidences  there 
are,  that  when  once  the  foul  is  made  truly  willing,  Chrift  will  cer- 
tainly come  into  it  $  and  no  former  vilenefs  or  prefent  unworthinefs 
fliall  be  a  bar  to  obftru£l  his  entrance. 

thirdly^  In  the  next  place  I  Ihall  ihew  you.  That  when  Chrift 
comes  into  the  foul  he  will  not  come  empty-handed.  It  is  Chrift's 
marriage- day i  and  he  will  make  it  a  good  day,  a  feftival-day  ;  bring- 
ing  fucli  comforts  along  with  him,  as  the  foul  never  tafted  before* 
He  fpreads  as  it  were  a  table,  furnifties  it  with  the  delicates  of  hea- 
ven: I  will /up  with  him^  faith  the  text.  What  thofe  fpiritual  mer- 
cies are  which  Chrift  brings  along  with  him  to  the  opening,  willing 
foul,  comes  next  in  order  to  be  fpoken  to.     And, 

I.  When  Chrift  comes  into  the  foul  of  a  finner,  he  brings  a/«r- 
4on  with  him,  a  full,  a  free,  and  a  final  pardon  of  all  the  fins  that 
ever  that  foul  committed.  This  is  a  feaft  of  itfelf,  good  cheer  in- 
deed :  Chrift  thought  it  to  be  fo  when  he  told  the  poor  palfy-man, 
Matth.  ix.  2.  \^  Son>  be  of  good  cheer^  thy  fins  are  fix^givea  thee.** 
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He  doth  not  faf  >  Be  of  good  cheer,  t\\f  padfy  is  cored,  thy  body  r»- 
covefbd  frooi  the  grave  ;  buty  '^  be  of  good  cheer,  thy  fins  are  par- 
«  doncd.^  O  how  Avcetly  may  the  pardoned  foal  feed  upon  this ! 
And  this  is  not  any  peculiar  mercy  defigned  for  ioAe  fpecial  fa- 
vourites, but  what  is  common  to  all  believers,  A^  xiii.  43.  "  By 
<<  bimall  that  believe  are  judiiied  from  all  things."  Chrift  and 
pardon  come  together :  and  without  a  pardon  no  mercy  would  re^- 
Ii&:  00  feaft,  no  mufic,  no  money,  no  honour,  have  any  favour 
or  corafbrt  with  them  to  a  condemned  man  \  but  the  comfort  of  % 
pvdon  reaches  to  the  very  heart,  Ifa.  xU  i,  a.  <<  Comfort  ye,  com- 
*<  fort  ye,  my  people,  faith  the  Lord ;  fpeak  comfortably  to  Jeru- 
"  6lem ;"  or,  as  in  the  Hebrew,  fpeak  to  the  heart  ef  JertifaUnu 
But  what  are  the  ingredients  of  that  cordijd  that  will  codi^ort  Je* 
rufalem's  heart  ?  Why,  '<  Say  unto  her,  that  her  iniquities  are 
'<  pardoned  ;**  that  carries  along  with  it  the  fpirit  of  aU  confola- 
tion. 

And  there  are  three  things  in  the  pardoil  of  fin  that  makes  it  the 
fveeteft  mercy  that  ever  the  foul  tailed ;  comfort  which  is  impof&«> 
bic  to  be  coaiinunicated  to  another  with  the  fame  fenfe  that  th6 
pardoned  ford  hath  of  h,  Rev.  ii.  17. 

(i.}That  which  makes  the  pardon  of  fin  raviflungly  fwedt^.ls 
the  trmdfle  that  went  before  it.  The  labourjbags  and  reftlefs  toffings 
of  the  troubled  foul,  which  were  antecedent  to  his  pardon,  make 
the  eafe  and  peace  that  follow  it  incomparably  fweet.  As.  the 
bittcmeis  of  hell  was  tafied  in  the  forrows  of  fin,  fo  the  fweetneft 
of  heaven  is  tailed  in  the  pardon  of  it. 

(2.)  The  nature  of  the  mercy  itfelf  is  incomparably  fweet ;  for  Hi 
is  a  mercy  of  the  firft  rank.  Pardon  is  fuch  a  mercy  as  admits  no 
comfort  to  come  before  ir,  nor  any  juft  caufe  of  difcouragcment 
can  follow  after  it.  If  God  hath  not  fpoken  pardon  to  the  foul,  it 
can  have  no  fettled  ground  for  joy^  Ezek  xxxiii.  10.  And  if.  he 
have,  there  can  be  no  juft  ground  foi*  dejedion,  whatever  thd 
troubles  he  that  lie  upon  it.  Ifa.  xxxiii.  24.  «<  'fhe  inhabitants 
<*  Aall  not  fay,  I  am  fick :  the  people  that  dwell  therein  ihall  be 
"  forgiven  their  iniquities." 

(3«)  The  third  thing  that  makes  this  mercy  delicious  and.ra« 
^(hiogly  fweet  to  the  foui,  are  the  properties  of  it,  which  are^onr* 
(i.)  God  writes  upon  thy  pardon,  Frank ;  it  Is  a  free  mercy- which 
cofis  thee  nothing,  Rom.  iii.  24.  <<  Being  juftified  freely  by  ^  his 
^  grace.  Thou  haft  bought  me  no  fweet  cane  with  money,  yet  I,- 
'^  even  I  sm  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreffion  for  my  own- 
"  name's  fake.**  -  {2.)  God  writes  upon  thy  pardon /i/i/,  as.  well' as' 
free;  the  pardon  extends  to  all  the  fins  that  ever  thou  committcdft,' 
Afts  xia.  39.  «  By  him  all  that-believe  are  juftifiecf  from  all  things.'* 
The  fins  of  thy  nature  and  practice ;  the  fins  of  thy  youths  and 
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fiper  age;  great  fins  and  kfibr  fins  are  all  comprehended  whbin  thy 
pardon.  Thou  art  acquitted  not  from  one,  but  from  all  I  Cer# 
tainly,  the  joy  of  heaven  muA  come  down  in  the  mercy  of  remif- 
fioQ.  O  what  a  feail  of  fat  things  with  marrow  is  thb  fingk  mer* 
cjy  a  pardon  free  without  price^  full  without  exception  !  And  dien, 
(3.)  it  isjina/y  without  revocation ;  the  pardoned  foul  never  more 
comes  into  condemnation :  <<  Thine  iniquities  are  removed  from 
«•  thee  as  &r  as  the  caft  is  from  the  weft."  As  thofe  two  oppo- 
fite  points  of  heaven  can  never  meet,  fo  the  pardoned  foul  and  its 
pardoned  fins  can  never  more  meet  unto  condemnation,  P(al.  ciiL 
•12<  (4.)  God  writes  upon  th^  pardon  another  word,  as  fweet  as 
any  of  the  reft,  and  that  is  fure.  It  is  a  ftanding  mercy  never  to 
be  recalled,  vacated  or  annulled,  Rom.  viii.  33,  34,  35.  The 
challenge  is  fent  to  hell  and  earth,  men  atod  devils :  «<  Who  fiiall 
<<  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  tlt&i  It  is  God  that  judi- 
«  fies,  who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,"  &c# 
Who  can  arrefl  when  the  creditor  difchargeth  i  Who  can  fue  the 
bond  when  the  debt  is  paid  ?  //  is  Chrifi  that  died.  The  table  is 
fpliead,  and  the  firh  mercy  ferved  in  is  the  pardon  of  iin.  <*  Eat, 
«<  O  friends,  drink,  yea,  drink  abundantly,  O  beloved."  Now 
the  labouring  conscience  that  rolled  and  toifed  upon  the  waves  of  a 
tboufand  fears,  may  drop  anchor,  and  ride  quiet  in  the  pacific  feaof 
a  pardoned  (late.  What  joy  muft  flream  through  the  confcience 
when  the  fweetnefs  of  that  fcripture,  Rom.  viii.  i.  ihall  be  prefied 
into  thy  cup  of  confolation !  The  pardoned  foul  may  fpeak  and  think 
of  death  and  judgment  without  confremation  ;  yea,  may  look  upon 
it  *•  as  a  time  of  refrcfhing  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord^"  A^ts 
iii.  19.  This  is  heavenly  manna,  the  fweetnefs  of  it  fwallows  up 
ail  expreffions,  all  conceptions ;  no  words,  no  thoughts  can  compre* 
hend  the  riches  of  this  mercy. 

2.  And  yet  this  is  not  all ;  behold  another  mercy,  in  con- 
fequence  unto  this,  brought  in  to  refrefh  and  cheer  the  confenting 
foul,  and  that  is,  peace  with  God.  Pardon  and  peace  go  together, 
Rom.  V.  I.  «  Being  juftified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God." 
Peace  is  a  word  of  a  vafl  comprehenfion ;  peace,  in  the  language 
of  the  old  teftament,  comprehends-all  temporal  good  things,  i  Sam. 
XXV.  6.  And  peace  in  the  new  teftament  comprehends  all  fpiritual 
mercies,  2  Thefi*.  iii.  16.  the  blcilings  of  heaven  and  earth  are 
wrapt  up  in  this  word.  The  foul  that  opens  to  Chrift  hath  peace 
of  reconciliation  in  heaven ;  the  enmity  that  was  betwixt  God  and 
that  foul  is  taken  away  through  Jefus  Chrift,  Ifa:  xii.  i,  2.  <<  O 
M  Lord,  I  will  praife  thee;  though  thou  waft  angry  with  me, 
*f  thine  anger  is  turned  away,  and  thou  comforteft  me."  This 
muft  be  an  invaluable  mercy,  for  the  purchafe  of  it  coft  the  blood 
qf  Chrift>  Ifa.  liii.  5.  «  The  cfaaftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon 
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**  him.**    He  made  peace  by  the  Wood'  of  hts  crofii  Col.  i.  20. 
and  this  peace  of  reconciliation  is  iettled  by  Chrift  upon  a  firm 
fotmdatbn.     His  blood  gives  it  a  more  firm  and  fteady  bafis  and 
foundation  than  tha^of  the  hills  and  mountains,  Ifa.  liv.  10.  And 
that  which  makes'  it  (b  firm  and  Aire,  is  the  advocateflnp  of  Jefiis 
Chrift  in  heaven,  i  John  ii.  i,  2.  <<  IJF  any  man  fin,  we  have  an 
«  advocate  with  the  Father."    There  is  alfo  peace  in  the  believer's 
conicience ;  peace  as  it  were  by  proclamation  h-om  heaven }  and 
this  is  built  upon  the  peace  of  reconciliation.     We  cannot  have  the 
ienfe  of  peace,  till  we  are  brought  into  a  Oate  of  peace ;  the  latter 
IS  the  refult  of  the  former.  And  this  is  a  fpecia)  part  of  that  fupper 
Qirift  provides  to  entertain  the  ibul  that  receives  it.     How  fweet 
this  is,  is  better  felt  than  fpoken.     A  dreadful  found  was  lately  in 
the  ears  of  the  law-condemned  finner;  but  now.  his  heart  is  the 
feat  of  peace.     And  this  peace  is,  (i.)  the  (bul's  guard  again  flail 
inward  and  outward  terrors,  Phil.  iv.  7.  The  peace  of  God /ball  keep 
^^i^njth  or,  as  the  word  is,  guard  your  hearts  and  minds.     The 
{xrfens  of  princes  are  fecured  by  guards  of  armed  and  valiant  men» 
who  watch  while  they  fleep.     Thus  Solomon  had  his  royal  guards 
becaufe  of  fear  in  the  night.  Cant.  iii.  7,  8.     This  peace  of  Grod» 
Chriftian,  is  thy  life-guard,  and  fecures  thee  better  than  Solomon's 
threefcore  valiant  men  that  were  about  him.  Time  was  when  thou 
waft  afraid  to  fleep,  for  fear  thou  (houldft  awake  in  hell :  Now  thoa 
mayft  fay  with  David,  "I  will  both  lay  me  down  and  deep,  for 
^  thou.  Lord,  makeft  me  to  dwell  in  fafety/'     Now  come  life» 
come  death ;  the  foul  is  fafe,  the  peace  of  God  is  its  royal  guard. 
(2.)  This  peace  is  eafe  as  well  as  fafcty  to  the  foul :  it  is  hearts-eafe : 
No  (boner  doth  God  fpeak  peace  to  the  confcience,  but  the  foul 
finds  itfclf  at  eafe  and  reft,  Hcb.  iv.  3.  «  We  which  have  believed, 
"  fliall  enter  into  reft.*'    It  is  with  fuch  a  foul  as  it  was  with  the  dove 
Noah  fent  out  of  the  ark ;  that  poor  creature  wandered  in  the  air, 
as  long  as  her  wings  c^ld  carry  her ;  had  her  ftrength  failed, 
there  was  nothing  but  the  waters  to  receive  her;     O  how  fweet  wa« 
reft  in  the  ark  ?  (3.)  This  peace  is  news  from  heaven,  and  the 
fweeteft  tidings  that  ever  bleft  the  finner's  ear,  next  unto  Chrift  ; 
Hcb.  xii.'24.  "The  blood  of  Chrift  fpeaketh  better  things  than 
*<  that  of  Abel.**     And  you  are  come  to  this  blood  of  fprinkling, 
the  fame  day  and  hour  that  Chrift  is  come  into  your  fouls,     This  is 
the  voice  of  that  blood,  <  Thou  haft  finned,  1  have  fatisfied  ;  Thou 
'  haft  kindled  the  wrath  of  God,  and  I  have  quenched  it/     The 
angels  of  heaven  cannot  feed  higher  ^  their  joys  are  not  more  de- 
licious than  thofe  prepared  for  believers  are,  whereof  this  is  a 
foretafte :  Whatever  circumftances  of  trouble  a  man  may  be  in, 
this  cfieftually  relieves  him.  Paul  and  Silas  were  in  fad  circumftances, 
iliat  op  in  the  inner  prifon>  their  feet  made  faft  in  the  ftocks^  their 
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cruet  keepers  at  the  door,  their  execution  deCgaed  in  a  few  days  r 
God  did  but  fet  this  difli  upon  the  table  before  the  prifoners,  and 
they  could  not  forbeas  to  fing  at  the  feafti  A^  xvi.  25.  Ai  mJ* 
mght  theyfang^  he* 

3*  After  thefe  two  royal  di(hes,  pardon  and  peace^  a  third  will 
come  in,  viz    Joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft.     This  is  fpmewhat  beyond 
peace,  it  is  the  \trj  quinteilcnce  and  fpirit  of  all  confolation.  The 
.kingdom  of  God  is  faid  to.  confift  in  it,  Rom.  xiv.  17.  it  is  fome- 
wbatnear  to  the  joy  of  the^glorified,  i  Pet.  i.  8.  it  is  heaven  upon 
earth.     AU  believers  do  not  immediately  attain  iti  but  one  time  or 
other  God  ufually  gives  them  a  tafte  of  it ;  and  when  he  doth,  it 
is  as  it  were  a  fliort  falvation.    O,  who  can  tell  what  that  is  which 
the  apoftle  calls,  <<  The  ihedding  abroad,  of  the  love  of  God  in  the 
««  heart,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  is  given  to  us '"  Rom.  v.  5, 
It  IB  a  joy  that  wants  an  epithet  to  exprefs  the  fweetnefs  of  it,  i 
P^t.  i.  8.  "  Joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory."     \x,  hath  the  very 
fcent  and  tafte  of  heaven  in  it,  and  there  is  but  a  gradual  diSer- 
enqe  betwixt  it  and  the  joy  of  heaven.  This  joy  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
\t  a  Spiritual  cheeriulnef^.  ftreaming  through  the  foul  of  a  believer 
upon  the  Spirit's  teflimony,  which  clears. his  intereft  in  Chrifi, 
and  glory.     No  fooner  doth  the  Spirit  (hed  forth  the  love  of  God 
into  the  believer's  heart,  but  it  ftreams  and  overflows  with  joy* 
Joy  is  no  more  under  that  foul's  command.     And  this  will  evi- 
dently appear,  if  you  confider  the  matter  of  it  \  it  arifes  from  the 
}igbt  of  God's  countenance,  Pfal.  iv.  6,.  7.  the  heavenly  glory,  1 
Pet^i.  8.. "Whom  having  not  fepn  we  love,"  &c.     The  foul  is 
tranfported  with  joy,  ravifhed  with  the  glory  and  excellenicy  of 
ChrifV.    Did  ft  thou  ever  fee  this  Chrifi  whom  thy  foul  is  fo  ravifh- 
tA  whii  ?    No,  I  have  not  feen  him  \  yet  my  foul  is  tranfported 
with'ib  much  love  to  .him,  ivhcm  having  not /ten  we  love.     But  if 
thou  never  faweft  him,  how  comes  thy  foul  to  befo  delighted  and 
/aviihed  with  him  i  why,  though  I  never  faw  him  by  the  eye  of 
ienfei  yet  I  do  fee  hJm  by  the  eye  of  faith  }  and  by  that  fight  my 
foul  is  flooded  with  fpiritual  joy.    Believing  we  rejoice.     But  what 
manner  of  joy  is  th^t  \^hich  you  tafte  ?  why,  no  tongue  can  ex- 
prefc  that,  for  it  is  joy  un/peakable.     But  how  are  Chrifi  and  heaven 
tumdd  into  fuch  ravifhing  joys  to  the  ibul  ?    why,  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  gives  the  believing  foul  not  only  a  fight  to  difcem  the 
tranfcendent  excellency  of  thefe  fpiritual  obje^,  but  a  flght-pf  his 
intereft  in  them  alfo. .  This  is  my  Chrift,  and  this  the  glory  pre- 
pared for  roe.     Without  intereft,  heaven  ufclf  cannot  be  turned 
into  joy,  «  My  foul  rejoices  in  God  my  Saviour,"  Luke  i.  47.  We 
read,  Luke  xiii.  aS.of  fome  that  fhall  have  a  fight  of  Abraham, 
Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  all  the  prophets  in  the  kingdom  of  God, 
and  yet  a  fight  without  joy  j  a  dreadful  fight  to  them,  for  want  of 
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a  jomt  iatcreft  with  them  in  that  glorjr*  They  (hall  fee^  and  yet 
wail  and  veep,  and  gnafh  their  teeth:  But  an  intereft  feal* 
cd)  gives  joy  unfpeakable.  Now,  as  to  the  excellency  of  thisjoy> 
it  will  be  found  to  be  the  pleafant  light  of  the  foul.  Light  and 
joy  are  fymnymous  terms  in  fcripture,  Pfal.  xcvii.  1 1.  It  is  as  the 
cheerful  light  of  the  morning  after  a  fad  and  difmal  night.  You 
that  have  fat  in  darknefs  and  the  (hadow  of  death,  you  that  have 
fat  mourning  in  the  dark,  without  one  glimpfe  of  a  promife,  you 
that  have  converfed  with  nothing  but  difmal  thoughts  of  hell  and 
wrath ;  Oh  !'  I  fhall  be  caft  away  for  ever !  What  will  you  fay 
when,  after  all  this  darknefs,  the  day-ilar  (hall  arife  in  your 
hearts,  -the  joy  of  heaven  (hall  beam  upon  your  fouls  ?  Will  not 
this  be  a  glorious  reward  for  all  your  felf-denial  for  ChriA,  and 
fixlly  recompenfe  for  the  frowns  of  carnal  relations  for  giving  en- 
tertainment to  Chrill  ?  This  joy  of  the  Lord,  if  there  were  rio 
other  heaven,  is  an  abundant  recompence.  This  joy  of  the  Lord 
fhall  be  your  flrength,  Neh.  viii.  lo.  Let  God  but  give  a 
perfon  a  little  of  this  joy  into  his  heart,  and  he  fhall  prefently 
feel  himfelf  flrengthened  by  it,  either  to  do  or  to  fuSer  the  will  of 
God.  Now  he  can  pray  with  enlargement,  hear  with  comfort, 
meditate  with  delight :  and  If  God  call  him  to  fuflFer,  this  joy  fhall 
lengthen  him  to  bear  it.  This  was  it  that  made  the  martyrs 
go  finging  to  the  flake.  This  therefore  tranfcends  all  the  joys 
of  this  lower  world.  There  are  finful  pleafures  men  find  ui  the 
fulfilling  their  lufb.  There  are  fenfitive  joys  that  men  find  in  th^s 
good  creatures  of  God,  filling  their  hearts  with  food  and  gladnefs  : 
There  are  alfo  delufive  joys,  falfe  comforts  that  b^focrites  find  ia 
their  ungrounded  hopes  of  heaven.  The  joys  of  the  fenfualifl  are 
hrutyb^  the  joys  of  the  hypocrite  arc  enfnar\ng  and  vanifhing; 
but  the  joys  of  the  Holy  Ghofl  are  folid,  fweet,  and  leading  to  the 
fiilnefe  of  everlafting  joy.  This  is  the  third  heavenly  dainty  you  may 
cipe£t  to  feed  on,  if  you  open  your  hearts  to  receive  Chrifl  by 
faith,  elfe  you  have  all  the  confolation  that  ever  you  mufl  exped. 

4.  We  read  in  fcriptur^  of  the  fealings  of  the  Spirit,  a  choice  and 
blefled  privilege  of  believers,  confequent  upon  believing ;  Eph.  i. 
13.  "  In  whom  after  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed,"  &c.  This 
then  may  be  expelled  by  every  foul  that  opens  to  Chrift,  how  rich 
foevcr  the  comforts  of  it  be.  The  Spirit  indeed  feals  not  before 
faith,  for  then  he  fhould  fet  hb  feal  to  a  blank;  but  he  ufually 
feals  after  believing,  and  that  as  the  Spirit  of  promife.  Note  here, 
the  agftjt  or  perfon  fealing,  the  Spirit,  he  knows  the  counfels  and 
purpofesof  God,  i  Cor.  ti.  10,  1 1.  He  alfo  is  authorized  to  this 
work ;  and  being  the  Spirit  of  truth,  he  cannot  deceive  us.  There 
is  a  two- fold  feal  fpoken  of  in  fcripture ;  one  referring  to  God's 
eternal  foreknowledge  and  choice  of  xnen^  zTim.ii.  19.  <<  Nevcr^ 
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^  thelefi,  the  foundation  of  God  ftandcth  fure,  having  this  feilj 
"  the  Lord  knoweth  ii^ho  are  his  ;^  i.  e.  The  Lord  perfc^Iy 
knows  every  foul  that  belongs  to  Iiim  through  the  world.  Birt 
now  what  comfort  is  this  to  a  poor  believer,  that  God  knows  who 
are  hb  ?  Therefore  there  is  another  fealing  rcfeiVing  to  the  Spirit, 
as  his  aft  upon  believers,  td  make  theni  know  that  they  are  his. 
The  firft  is  general,  The  Lord  knonvetb  who  are  his.  But  this  is  par- 
ticular, The  Lord  knoweth  thee  to  be  his.  This  is  joyful  news  in-* 
deed.  The  former  makes  it  fure  in  itfelf,  the  latter  makes  it  furc 
to  us*  Now  this  is  a  moft  glorious  privilege,  a  work  of  the  Spirit, 
which  hath  a  moil  raviihing,  delicious  fweetnefs  in  it ;  and  that 
which  makes  it  fo,  is, 

(i.)  The  weightineis  of  the  matter  fcalcd  ioy  which  is  no  Icfs 
than  Chrift,  and  the  eternal  inheritance  piirchafcd  by  his  blood. 
This  feal  fecures  our  title  tp  Chrift,  and  to  the  eternal  glory:  We 
vr^fealed  to  the  day  of  redemption.  The  fealed  believer  can  fay, 
Chrift,  how  great,  how  glorious  (bever  he  be,  is  mj  Chrift ;  the 
covenant  of  grace,  and  all  the  invaluable  promifes  contained  in  it 
are  mine.  , 

(2.)  The  reft  and  qmetnefs  which  foUo^  it,  make  it  an  invalu- 
able mercy.  This  brings  the  anxious  folicitous  mind  ztcA  confcience 
to  reft  and  peace.  O  what  a  mercy  is  it  to  have  all  thofe  knots 
tmtied,  thoft  objeAions  anfwered,  thofe  fears  banifhed,  under 
which  the  doubting  foul  fo  long  laboured,  and  which  kept  it  fo 
many  nights  waking  and  reftlefs  !  God  only  knows  at  what  rate 
ibme  poor  creStures  live  under  the  fcarings  of  their  own  con- 
IcienceSy  and  frequent  fears  of  hell :  And  what  an  unconcehrable 
mercy  would  it  be  to  them  to  be  delivered  at  once  from  their 
dangers  and  fears,  which  hold  them  under  a  fpirit  of  bondage  ? 
Open  to  Chrift,  and  thou  art  in  the  way  to  fuch  a  deliverance : 
"  Come  unto  me  and  1  will.give  you  reft."  faith  Chrift,  Matth. 
xL  28,  29. 

(3.)  This  fealing  of  the  Spirit,  which  follows  upon  believing, 
will  eftahlijb  the  foul  in  Chrifty  confirm  it  and  fettle  it  in  the  ways  of 
God,  which  is  an  unfpcakable  privilege ;  2  Cor.  i.  22.  "  Now  he 
".  which  cft^bliflieth  us  with  you  in  Chrift  is  God,  who  alfo  hath 
««  fealed  us."  Mark  how  eftabliftiment  follows  fealing.  Now 
temptations  may  come,  great  perfecutions  and  fore  afili^ons  may 
come ;  but  how  well  is  that  foul  provided  for  them  all,  that  hath 
the  fealings  of  the  Spirit  unto  the  day  of  redemption?  Yea,  though 
the  foul  that  was  fealed  fhould  for  the  prefent  be  under  new  dark- 
nefs,  new  temptations  and  fears,  yet  the  former  fealing  will  give 
eftabliftiment  and  relief,  when  the  thoughts  run  back  to  the  fealing 
day,  and  a  man  remembers  how  clear  God  once  made  his  title  to 
Chrift.    Well  then,  open  to  Chrift,  if  ever  you  expeft  to  he  fcalcd 
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to  falvation*  If  you  continue  to  defpife  and  rejeA  the  tenders  of 
Chrift  in  the  gofpcl,  whilft  others  that  embrace  him  Txzfeded  to 
the  day  of  redemption ;  yoMT  unbelief,  and  final  rejcftion  of  Chrift) 
will  feal  you  up  to  the  day  of  damnation. 

5.  And  laflly,  we  read  likewife  in  the  Scriptures,  of  the  Earneft 
of  the  Spirit ;  this  is  three  times  mentioned  in  the  Scriptures.  Eph, 
i.  14. «  Which  is  the  earneft  of  our  inheritance  until  the  redemption  . 
"  of  the  purchafed  poffcffion."  2  Cor.  i.  22.  where  it  is  joined 
with  the  former  privilege  of  fealing,  **  Who  hath  alfo  fealed  us^ 
«  and  given  the  earneft  of  the  Spirit  in  our  hearts.*'  And  again^ 
2  Cor.  V.  5.  <<He  that  hath  wrought  us  for  the  felf-fame  thing  is 
"  God,  who  hath  alfo  given  unto  us  the  earneft  of  the  Spirit.** 
The  word  is  appaCow  originally  a  Syriac  word ;  the  Greeks  are  fup- 
pofed  to  get  it  from  the  Phoenician  nierchantf^  with  whom  they 
traded,  and  it  notes  a  part  paid  in  hand,  to  confirm  a  bargain  for  the 
whole.  There  are  two  tlungs  in  an  earnejl.  (i.)  It  is  part  of  the 
fum,  or  inheritance ;  if  it  were  a  contraA  for  a  fum  of  money,  then 
it  was  a  fmall  part  of  a  greater  parcel :  if  for  an  inheritance,  then 
the  earneft  is  taking  a  part  of  the  inheritance,  as  a  twig,  or  turf, 
part  of  the  whole.  Note  the  Spirit  of  God  chuies  this  word  oa 
pmpofe  to  ftgnify  two  great  things  to  his  people  by  it : 

(i.)  That  thofe  comforts  communicated  by  the  Spirit  to  believers, . 
are  of  the  fame  kind  with  the  joys  of  heaven,  tho'  in  a  far  inferior 
degree,  i  Pet.  i.  8.  called  there,  joy  unfpeahable,  andftdU  of  glory  • 
And  Rom.  viii.  23.  called  there.  The Jir/} fruits  of  the  Spirit.  The 
firft.fiiiits,  and  the  crop,  or  harveft,  are  one  in  kind ;  furely 
there  is  fomething  of  heaven,  as  well  as  hell,  taftcd  by  men  in  this 
worid :  hell  is  begun  here  in  the  terrors  of  fome  men's  confciences, 
and  heaven  alfo  is  begun  here  in  the  abfolution,  peace  and  comfort, 
of  other  men's  confciences. 

(2.)  As  an  earneft  is  part  of  the  fum,  or  inheritance,  fo  ^he  ufc 
and  end  of  it  is  confirmation  and  fecurity ;  as  much  as  to  fay,  take 
this  in  part  till  the  whole  be  paid  ;  yea,  take  it  for  thy  fecurity  that 
the  whole  (hall  be  paid.  Believers  have  a  double  pledge,  or  earneft 
for  heaven,  one  in  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  who  is  entered  into  that 
glory  for  them,  John  xiv.  2,3.  the  other  in  the  joys  and  comforts 
of  the  Spirit,  which  they  feel,  and  tafte  in  themfelves.  Thefeare 
two  great  fecurities,  and  the  defign  of  God  in  giving  us  thefe 
camefts,  and  foretaftes  of  heaven,  are  not  only  to  fettle  our  minds 
but  to  whet  our  induftry,  that  we  may  long  the  more  earneftly, 
and  labour  the  more  diligently  for  the  full  poiTcllion.  The  Lord 
fees  how  apt  we  arc  to  flag  in  the  purfuit  of  heavenly  glory,  and 
therefore  gives  his  people  a  tafte,  an  earneft  of  it,  to  excite  their 
diligence  in  the  purfuits  of  it.  God  deals  with  his  people  in  this 
Vol-  IV.  F  f 
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cafe,  as  with  Ifrael ;  they  had  been  forty  years  in  the  wildcrnefi, 
many  fore  tejpptatlons  they  had  there  encountered ;  at  Ia(l  they 
were  come  upon  the  very  borders  of  Canaan,  but  then  their  hearts 
began  to  faint ;.  there  were  Anakims,  giants  in  the  land,  poor 
Ifrael  feared  they  ifhould  not  (land  before  them :  but  Jofhua  fends 
fpies  into  the  land,  who  returning,  bring  the  firfl^fruits  of  Canaan 
to  them,  whereby  they  faw  what  a  goodly  country  it  was ;  and 
then  the  fear  of  the  Anakims  began  to  vanifh,  and  a  fpirit  of 
fuourage  to  revive  in  the  people.     Thus  it  is,  even  with  the  borderers 
upon  heaven-,  tho'  we  be  near  that  bleSed  land  of  promife,  yet  our 
hearts  are  apt  to  faint  upon  a  profpeft  of  thofe  great  fufierings 
without  us,  and  thofe  conflicts  with  corruptions  we  feel  within  us : 
but  one  tafte  of  the  firft-fi-uits  of  heaven,  like  thofe  grapes  of 
£{hcol,  revive  our  fpirits,  rouze  our  zeal,  and  quicken  our  purfuits 
of  bleflednefs.     For  thefe  reafons,  God  will  not  have  all  of  heaven 
rcferved  till  we  come  thither.     And  now  tell  me,  you  that  have 
tafted  thefe  firft-fruitsof  the  Spirit,  (i.)  Is  there  not  fomcthing  of 
that  glorified  eye^  in  fai^h,  by  which  the  pare  in  heart  do  fee  God 
in  heaven  ?  Matth.  v.  8.  O  that  eye  of  faith !  that  precious  eye ! 
which  comes  as  near  to  the  glorified  eye,  as  any  thing  in  thi^  ioi" 
pcrfeft  ftate  can  come,  i  Pet^i.  8.  "  Whom  having  not  fcen  ye 
*<  love,  in  whom  though  now  ye  lee  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye 
"  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable  and  fiill  of  glory.**     (2.)  Is  there  not 
fomething  of  that  glorified  love  to  be  felt  in  an  inferior  degree  by 
the  faints  in  this  world  ?  What  elfe  can  we  make  of  that  tranfport 
cf  the  fpoufe.  Cant.  ii.  5.  «  Stay  me  with  flagons,  comfort  me  with 
*^  apples,  for  I  am  fick  of  love  ?"  It  is  true,  our  love  to  God,  in 
heaven,    is  much  more .  fervent,  pure,  and  conftant ;  yet   thefe 
high-raifed  afts  of  fpiritual  love  have  a  tafte  and  relifti  of  it.      (3.) 
Is  there  not  fomething  here  of  that  heavenly  delight  wherewith  the 
glorified  delight  in  God  ?  As  the  vifions  of  God  are  begun  on  earth, 
fo  the  Jieavenly  delights  are  begun  here  alfo.     Some  drops  of  that 
delight,  are  let  fall  here.     Pfalm  xciv.  19.  <«Inthe  multitude  of 
<«  the  thoughts  I  had  within  me,  thy  comforts  delight  my  ibuL** 
David's  heart,  it  is  like,  had  been  full  of  forrow  and  trouble ;  a 
fea.af  gall  and  wormwood  had  overflowed  his  foul:  God  lets  fall 
but  a  drop  or  two  of  heavenly  delight,    and  all  is  turned  into 
.fweetnefs  and  comfort.      (4.)  Is  there  not  fomething  here  of  that 
transformation  of  the  foul  into  the  image  of  God,  which  is  complete 
in  heaven,  and  a  fpecial  part  of  the  glory  thereof  ?  It  is  faid  in 
1  John  iii.  2.  "  We  (hall  be  like  him,  for  wc-fhall  fee  him  as  he  is." 
This  is  heaven,  this  is  glory,  to  have  the  foul  moulded  into  full 
conformity  with  God :  fomething  thereof  is  experienced  in  this 
world :  O  that  we  had  more !  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  «But  we  all  with 
«  open  face^  beholding  as  m  a  glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lordj  arc 
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«  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the 
"  Spirit  of  the  Lord."  (5.)  Is  there  not  fomething  felt  here  of  the 
ravlfhing  fweetnefs  of  God's  prefence  in  ordinances  and  duties, 
which  is  a  faint  (hadow,  at  Icaft,  of  the  joys  of  his  glorious  prefence 
in  heaven  ?  There  is  certainly  a  felt  prefence  of  God,  a  fenfible 
neamefs  unto  God  at  fometimes  and  in  fome  duties  of  religion, 
wherein  his  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth,  Cant.  i.  3.  fome- 
thing that  is  felt  beyond,  and  above,  all  the  comforts  of  this  world* 
(6.)  In  a  word,  the  joys  of  heaven  are  unfpeakable  joys,  no  words 
can  make  known  io  others  what  they  are.  When  Paul  was  caught 
up  into  parnilife  he  heard  unfpeakablc  words,  2  Cor.  xii.  4.  and  are 
there  hot  times,  even  in  this  life,  wherein  the  faints  do  feel  that 
which  no  words  can  exprefs  ?  i  Pet.  i.  8.  Rev.  ii.  17. 

Now  if  fuch  earnefts  of  the  Spirit  do  follow  after  believing,  if 
opening  the  foul  to  Chrift  do  bring  it  unto  thefe  fuburbs  of  heaven; 
who  then  would  not  receive  Chrift  into  his  foul,  and  fuch  an  hea- 
ven upon  earth  with  him  ?  And  thus  I  have  fhewed  you  what  fome 
of  thofe  heavenly  rarities  are  with  which  Chrift  entertains  believers 
upon  earth,  the  fiilnefs  and  perfeftion  whereof  is  referved  for  hei- 
ven,  and  hereby  fecured  to  the  opening  or  believing  foul :  which 
was  the  third  thing  to  be  difcovered. 

Fourthly^  Next  we  (hall  enquire  into  the  reafons  why  Chrift 
thus  entertains,  feafts,  and  refrelhes  the  foul  that  receives  him. 
And, 

Reafon  I.  This  he  doth  to  exprefs  the  great  joy  and  fatisfaftion 
his  foul  hath  in  the  faith  and  obedience  of  poor  finners.  We  read, 
Ifa.  Im,  1 1,  of  the  hard  travail  of  Chrift's  foul,  and  the  great  fatis- 
fa^on  he  hath  in  the  fruit  and  iffue  thereof :  <«  He  fhall  fee  of  the 
**  travail  of  his  foul,  and  fliall  be  fatisfied."  O  what  plcafure  and 
fatisfa^on  doth  it  give  him  to  behold  the  eternal  counfels  of  God 
and  fore  travails  of  his  foul  brought  to  fuch  a  birth  '  there  is  no 
fuch  pleafure  like  it  to  the  foul  of  Chrift  in  this  world.  As  it  is 
abundant  fatisfsuSlion  to  a  man,  to  behold  the  accomplifhment  of  a 
defign  upon  which  he  hath  laid  out  many  thoughts  and  much  coft, 
at  laft  happily  finifhed  :  or  as  it  is  to  a  jvoman  that  has  had  a  hard 
lat>our,  a  fore  travail  for  a  child,  to  behold  the  fruit  of  her  womb, 
to  embrace  and  fmile  upon  that  child  ftie  travailed  for ;  fo,  and 
much  more  than  fo,  it  is  to  Chrift :  and  therefore,  as  the  Father  of 
the  p-odigal  manifefted  the  joy  of  his  heart  for  the  return  of  his 
fon  (who  was  to  him  as  dead,  and  loft)  by  a  feaft  and  mufic,  fo 
doth  Chrift  here  anfwerably  manifeft  the  content  and  fatisfaftion 
of  his  foul  by  entertaining  the  believer  with  thefe  royal  dainties  of 
heaven :  it  is  the  fours  welcome  home  to  Chrift.     , 

Reafin  2.  This  Chrift  doth  to  Relieve  and  refrefli  poor  diftreflcd 
foub  who  have  endured  fo  many  fears  and  forrows  from  the  thne 
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of  their  firft  conviftion  until  this  day  of  their  utuon  with  Chrift  bf 
faith.  The  way  of  faith  is  a  very  humble  way ;  there  is  much  cut- 
ting .work  in  antecedent  conviffions  and  humiliations,  fad  nights 
and  lick  days  with  many  poor  fouls  ;  and  thefe  things  bring  them 
very  low :  they  fee  the  law  broken  by  fin,  wrath  hanging  over  them 
in  the  threatenings,  the  bitter  tafte  thereof  they  h^ve  in  their  con- 
fciences  ;  they  have  dwelt  with  fears  and  horrors  a  long  time,  and 
they  need  fuccour  and  fupport,  which  the  Lord  Jefus  is  now  refol- 
vcd  to  give  them,  left  the  fpirit  fail  before  him,  Ifa.  Ivii.  16.  He 
delights  to  comfort  them  that  are  caft  down,  2  Cor.  vii.  6.  Chrift 
is  of  a  compaffionate  nature,  he  is  as  ready  as  able  to  fuccour  them 
that  are  tempted,  Heb.  ii.  18.  That  word  which  we  render yir- 
coury  fignifies  to  run  in  by  way  of  help  at  the  cry  of  one  that  is  m 
diftrefs.  Many  emphatical  cries  have  gone  up  to  heaven  from  the 
diftreiled,  fin-fick  foul  j  thefe  the  compaffionate  Jefus  hears,  and 
now  comes  in  feafonably  to  fuccour  and  refrefli  it ;  he  hath  rich 
cordials  for  fainting  hours  *,  the  ibul  hath  had  a  bitter  breakfqfi^  and 
therefore  Chrift  will  give  it  a  comfortabley/if//>^r ;  "  I  will  come  in 
*•  to  him,  and  fup  with  him." 

Rea/on  3.  Thgfe  that  open  their  hearts  to  Chrift  muft  expect  to 
meet  great  troubles,  fufFerings,  and  temptations,  in  that  new  cpttrfe 
whereinto  they  are  entered  :  fhelr  way  to  heaven  lies  through 
much  tribulation  j  all  our  troubles  are  not  over  when  we  are  got 
into  Clu-ift  ;  nay,  then  commonly  our  greateft  outward  troubles 
begin.  Heb.  x.  32.  «  After  ye  believed  ye  endured  a  great  fight 
<*  of  affliftions."  Carnal  relations  now  fcofF,  frown,  and  caft  off; 
the.world  hates  them,  and  marks  them  out  for  perfecution.  Now 
that  poor  Chriftians  may  not  utterly  be  difcouraged  when  they  meet 
with  thofe  troubles  in  the  way  of  their  duty,  Chrift  will  cheer  and 
hearten  them  by  thefe  fpiritual  refrefhments  :  this  li  a  ftock  laid  in 
for  a  rainy  day.  Chrift  himfelf  had  a  voice  from  heaven,  Matth. 
xvii.  5.  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son,"  a  little  before  his  great  com- 
bat ;  much  more  do  his  poor  people  need  fuch  confolations,  to 
fupport  and  encourage  them.  The  wife  God  forefees,  and  by  this 
provifion  fore-lays  the  troubles  they  are  to  meet  with :  an  hour  of 
fealing  fortifies  the  foul  for  an  hour  of  fuffering^  It  hath  been  the 
oWcrvation  of  fome  Chriftians  when  they  have  felt  more  than  or- 
dinary comforts  of  the  Spirit,  that  fome  great  trial  hath  been  near 
them  ;  and  the  event  hath  confirmed  it.  Whatever  comforts  Chrift 
gives  his  people  at  their  firft  entrance  into  his  fervice,  they  will 
Kave  need  enough  of  them  all  before  they  finifli  their  courfe.  To 
thefe  firft  fealings  they  will  need  often  to  run  back  and  have  fre- 
quent recourfe  to  them,  and  all  little  enough  to  fupport  them  in 
i^er-trials. 
Keafon  4.  Chrift  comes  in  tg  the  opening  foul  with  fuch  divine 
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cordiab  and  refreihments  to  defeat  and  countermine  the  plot  of 
Satan,  who  hath  fo  often  and  fo  lately  been  dtfcouraging  them  bj 
rqjrcfenting  the  ways  of  Chrift  as  fad,  melancholy  ways  \  telling 
them  they  fliall  never  laugh  more,  never  be  merry  more  after  they 
have  embraced  and  efpoufed  the  ways  of  holinefs :  Spiriius  CaU 
v'mianus  eft  Spihius  melancholicus^  Well,  their  own  experiences 
(hall  now  confute  it,  for  they  now  tafte  that  pleafure  in  Chrift^ 
in  faith  and  obedience,  which  they  never  tafted  in  the  ways  of 
fin :  thus  that  fcandalous  libel  of  the  devil  is  experimentally  con- 
futed. They  find  they  were  never  truly  merry  till  now,  Luke 
XV.  24.  all  true  mirth  commences  firom  our  clofing  with  Chrift  \ 
"  and  they  began  to  be  merry." 

Now  thefe  fpiritual  refreflim.ents  are  by  Chrift  here  called  afup-^ 
fefj  becaufe  the  fupper  among  the  Jews  was  tlieir  beft  meal,  Luke 
xiv.  17,  and  becaufe  it  is  the  laft  meal.  This  is  not  only  the  beft 
meal  that  ever  a  believer  made, '  but  upon  thefe  fpiritual  comforts 
(though  much  more  refined  and  perfeft)  they  are  to  feed  for  ever 
in  heaven.  O  Chriftian,  well  may  eft  thou  be  contented  with  thine 
outward  lot  of  providence,  however  it  fliall  fell  in  this  world  with 
refpeft  to  thy  outward  man ;  will  a  King  from  heaven  come 
and  fup  with  thee  ?  Doth  he  feed  thy  foul  with  pardon,  peace,  and 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  feal  an  earneft  of  future  glory  ?  Then  thou 
liveft  at  a  higher  and  nobler  rate  than  any  of  thy  carnal  neighbours 
do-  «  BleiTed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
'<  hath  blefTed  us  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings  in  heavenly  places  in 
*«  Chrift,"  Eph.  i.  3.  The  fame  perfon  that  thus  bleflfes  God  with 
a  heart  QverSowing  with  joy  and  comfort,  endured  as  many  perfc* 
cutions,  felt  as  n^any  wants  and  ftraits  as  any  man.  What  if  pro- 
vidence do  but  meanly  clothe  your  bodies,  fo  that  you  cannot  ruffle 
it  out  in  that  fplendor  and  gallantry  others  do  ?  Yet  mayeft  thou 
fay  with  the  church,  "  I  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  my  foul 
"  ihall  be  joyful  in  my  God ;  for  he  hath  clothed  me  with  the 
*^  garments  .of  fal^ration,  he  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe  of 
**  righteoufnefs,  as  a  bridegroom  decketh  himfelfwith  ornaments^ 
"  and  as  a  bride  adorneth  herfelf  with  jewels,"  Ifa.  Ixi.  10.  What 
if  thou  fare  not  fo  delicioufly  as  the  great  ones  of  this  world  do  ? 
Yet  if  Chrift  will  give  thee  to  eat  of  the  hidden  manna  which  he 
promifeth.  Rev.  ii.  17.  art  thou  not  better  clothed  and  fed  than 
any  of  the  grandees  or  nobles  of  the  world  ?  This  takes  away  all 
grounds  of  complaint.  It  may  be  you  will  fay,  O  but  we  have  bo- 
dies as  well  as  fouls  ;  if  God  had  created  us  angels^  that  we  could 
live  without  material  food,  it  were  another  cafe.  I  reply,  Chrift 
never  thus  intended  to  feaft  thy  foul  and  ftarve  thy  body ;  he  that 
feeds  thy  foul  with  bread  from  heaven  will  take  care  for  all  necef^ 
Itfy  proviiious  on  earthy  Ifa.  xli.  17.     You  have  fought  and  found 
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the  kingddm  of  God  and  his  righteournefs ;  fear  not  but  all  other 
things  mall  be  added  to  yoa. 

I.   Ufe^  for  Information* 

The  point  before  us  is  full  of  ufes  \  I  (hall  begin  with  informa- 
tion in  the  following  inferences. 

'  Infir.  I  •  Hence  learn,  ^hat  it  is  a  vile  and  groundhfsjldnder  upon 
nligion,  to  fay  or  inftnuate  that  it  deprives  men  of  the  comfort  and  joy  of 
life. 

The  devil,  in  defign'  to  difcourage  men  from  the  ways  of  God, 
puts  a  frightful  mafk  upon  the  beau,tiful  fece  of  religion,  pretend- 
ing there  is  no  pleafure  or  joy  to  be  ^xpefted  therein ;  but  this  is 
abundantly  confuted  and  rcfelled  in  the  text,  «*  I  will  come  in  to 
«'  him,  and  fup  with  him."  Solomon  tells  us,  Eccl.  x.  19.  "A 
"  feaft  is  made  for  laughter."  I  am  fure  tl?at  foul  that  fits  with 
Cbriil:  at  fuch  a  feaft  as  has  been  described  above,  has  the  bed  rea- 
fon  of  any  man  in  the  world  to  be  merry.  Religion  indeed  denies 
as  all  finful  pleafure,  but  it  abounds  with  all  fpiritual  pleafure.  No 
rational,  folid  mirth  can  come  before  Chriil ;  the  unfan6lified  re- 
joice in  things  of  nought,  and  their  joy  will  be  foon  ended  ;  they 
arc  hai^ening  to  that  place  where  they  will  find  that  to  be  verified 
of  the  wages  of  fin,  which  they  now  falfely  impute  to  the  wages  of 
holineis  j  they  Ihall  never  rejoice  more,  never  be  merry  more : 
But  believers  (hall  find  that  fcripture  attefted  by  their  daily  expe- 
rience, Prov.  iii.  17.  •«  Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all 
««  her  paths  are  peace."  And  that  there  are  fuch  pleafures  in  the 
ways  of  God,  as  they  never  experienced  in  the  ways  of  fin  }  for  is 
it  a  folid  ground  of  comfort  to  a  man  to  be  out  of  debt  and  all  fears 
of  arrefls,  and  is  it  not  much  greater  to  have  our  debts  paid  to 
God  by  Chrift  our  furety  ?  Matth.  ix.  2.  «^  Be  of  good  cheer,  thy 
««  fins  are  forgiven  thee."  Is  it  matter  of  joy  to  have  a  fuiBciency 
of  all  things  for  the  fupply  of  every  want  ?  He  that  is  in  Chriit 
hathfo.  I  Cor.  iii.  22,  23.  «*  All  are  yours,  and  ye  are  Chrift's" 
Is  it  a  joyful  life  to  be  a  borderer  upon  heaven,  to  confine  upon  blef- 
fednefs  itfelf  ?  Then  it  is  a  joyful  life  to  be  in  Chrift ;  for  they 
that  are  fo  may  rejoice  in  the  hopes  of  glory,  Rom.  v.  2.  Is  it 
matter  of  all  joy  to  have  the  Comforter  himfelf,  who  is  the  Spirit 
of  all  confolation,  taking  up  his  refidence  in  thy  heart,  cheering, 
comforting,  and  refreflving  it  with  fuch  cordials  as  are  unknown 
things  in  all  the  unbelieving  world  ?  Then,  certainly,  the  life  of  a 
Chriftian  and  the  ways  of  holinefs  muft  be  mo(^  pleafant  and  com- 
fortable :  And  therefore  let  none  that  are  looking  towards  Chrift 
be  difcouraged  in  their  way  by  the  flanderous  reproaches  defignedly 
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caft  upon  religion  for  that  end.     Clirift  and  comfort  dwell  toge-* 
ther. 

Infer.  2.  Hence,  in  like  manner  it  follows,  That  Chri/Hans  ufuaU 
Ij  meet  the  greateft  difficulties  at  their  firji  entrance  into  religion. 

The  firft  work  of  religion  is  cutting  work,  wounding  work, 
groaning  and  weeping  work :  Thus  religion  uAially  begins,  AAs  ii« 
37.  A6h  xvi.  29.  Now  the  foul  feems  to  be  (Iruck  dead,  in  the 
giving  up  of  all  its  former  vain  hopes,  Rom.  vii.  9.  "  When  the 
commandment  came,  fin  revived,  and  I  died  •,"  but  afterward 
come  pardon,  peace,  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft.  They  that  go  forth 
weeping,  bearihg  precious  feed,  now  come  back  rejoicing,  bringing 
tbeir  ibeaves  with  them,  Pfal.  cxxvi.  6.  Now  that  blefling  takes 
place  upon  the  foul,  Matth.  v.  4.  <*  Blefled  arc  they  that  mourn, 
«  for  they  (hall  be  comforted.  Light  is  fown  for  the  righteous, 
«  and  joy  for  the  upright  in  heart*"  It  is  quite  contrary  in  the 
ways  of  fin ;  all  the  pleafures  of  fin  come  firO,  the  terrors  and 
gripes  of  confcience  come  after.  Sin  comes  with  fmiles  in  ks  face, 
but  a  (Hng  in  its  tail.  Pleafures  lead  the  van^  hell  and  defiruc- 
tion  bring  up  the  rear^  Job  xx.  12,  13,  14.  "  Though  wickedneis 
"  be  fweat  in  his  mouth,  though  he  hide  it  under  his  tongue  \  yet 
"  his  meat  in  his  bowels  is  turned  into  the  gall  of  afps  within  him." 
But  here  conviftion  and  humiliation  come  firft,  thefe  prepare  the 
way  for  Chrift ;  and  after  him  come  reft  and  peace.  "  Their 
'«  forrow  is  turned  into  joy/'  John  xvi.  20. 

Objed.  But  IS  this  always  true?  Do  not  the  worjl  things  ofreli^ 
gion  many  times  come  lajl  ?  How  many  Chriftians  go  out  efthe  world 
in  a  hkody  winding  Jheet  ? 

SoL  Whatever  the  after-fufferings  of  Chriftians  may  be,  the 
word  is  paft  when  they  are  once  in  Chrift.  Great  and  (harp  fuf- 
fcrings  they  may  endure,  but  the  Lord  fweetens  them  with  an- 
fwerable  confolations.  2  Cor.  vii.  4.  "  I  am  filled  with  comfort, 
"  I  am  exceeding  joyful  in  all  our  tribulation."  The  loweft  ebbs 
are  followed  with  the  higheft  tides;  the  greateft  troubles  need  not 
give  an  interruption  to  their  peace.     - 

Infer.  3,  Hence  it  follows,  that  no  man  can  be  owner  of  any 
true  comfort  till  he  be  in  Chrift. 

Comfort  and  refreftxment,  in  the  natural  order  follow  faith  j  if 
is  the  vaineft  imagination  in  the  world  to  expe£l  folid,  fpiritual 
comfort  before  union  with  Chrift  j  you  may  as  well  expeft  an  har- 
vcft  before  a  feed-time.  I  do  confefs  there  are  two  forts  of  com- 
forts found  in  the  world  without  Chrift.  (i.)  Men  may  hzvefen" 
ftive  and  finful  comforts  and  delights  without  Chrift ;  thefe  arc 
common  in  the  unregcnerate  world,  where  you  may  daily  fee  rich 
men  taking  comfort  in  their  riches,  voluptuous  men  in  their  plea- 
fures, James  v.  5.  "  You  have  lived  in  pleafure  upon  earth,"  But 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


^28  EnglancTs  Duty. 

thefc  are  the  pleafures  common  to  brutes,  and  beneath  the  noblci 
immortal  fpirit  of  a  'man.  (2.)  Hypocrites  have  their  delights  and 
comforts  in  a  falfe  imaginary  happiiiefs,  which  they  fancy  to  them- 
Iclves ;  but  this  is  a  vanifhing  fliadow  :  They  take  comfort  from 
their  groundlefs  hopes  of  heaven,  whither  they  (haU  never  come ; 
it  is  a  feaft  in  a  dream,  Ifa.  xliv.  20.  Thus  they  make  a  bridge  of 
their  own  fhadow,  and  are  drowned  in  the  waters.  Such  fenlitivc 
and  falfe  comforts  and  pleafures  men  may  have;  but  no  true,  iblid, 
fpiritual  joy  takes  place  in  any  man's  heart  before  Chrift  come  in- 
to it. 

Infer.  4  Guefs  from  hence  ivhat  heaven  is^  if  there  befuch  afeaf  to 
the  foul  in  the  very  fortajles  of  it. 

If  a  relifli,  a  tafte  of  heaven,  in  the  earned  thereof,  be  {q  tran- 
fporting  and  ravifliing,  what  then  is  the  full  fruition  of  God!  If 
thefe  be  unutterable,  what  muft  that  be  !  Give  me  leave  to  faVi 
whatever  the  comforts  and  joys  of  any  believer  in  this  world  may 
be,  yet  heaven  will  be  a  fuprize  to*  him  when  he  comes  thither. 
The  joys  of  God's  prefence  are  other  manner  of  things  than  our 
prefent  comforts  are;  though  thefe  be  of  the  fame  kind  with  them, 
yet  in  a  far  inferior  degree.  There  is  a  fix-fold  difference  betwixt 
the  fpiritual  comforts  of  believers  on  earth,  and  the  joys  that  arc 
above.     They  differ, 

1.  In  quantity. 

2.  In  conflancy. 

3.  In  purity. 

4.  In  efficacy. 

5.  In  the  focicty,  and 

6.  In  the  durability  of  them. 

1.  They  differ  in  quantity.  •«  Here  we  know  but  in  part,  but 
"  when  that  which  is  perfeft  is  come,  then  that  which  is  in  part 
««  (hall  he  done  away,"  i  Cor.  xiii.  9, 10.  When  the  fcripture  fpeaks 
of  the  comforts  communicated  to  faints  on  earth,  it  ufually  ex- 
prefles  them  in  fome  diminutive  terms  or  other,  calling  them  firfl- 
fruits,  earnefls,  and  the  like  ;  and  indeed  it  is  neccffary  we  (hould 
receive  them  here  with  fuch  allays,  and  in  remifs  degrees,  becauie 
the  imperfeftion  and  weaknefs  of  our  prefent  ftate  will  not  bear 
them  in  their  plenitude  and  perfection.  Here  the  joy  of  the  Lord 
enters  into  us,  but  there  we  are  faid  to  enter  into  that  joy  ^  Mat.  xxv. 
21.  It  is  too  great  to  enter  into  us,  therefore  we  enter  into,  and 
are  fwallowed  up  in  it. 

2.  They  differ  in  conjlancy ;  the  befl  comforts  upon  earth  are 
found  to  be  intermitting  comforts :  a  fun-blafl  and  a  cloud  \  a  good 
day  and  a  bad.  You  know  houfe-keepers  feed  upon  two  forts  of 
meat,  daily-bread  and  dainties  j  rarities  come  not  every  day  to  the 
table.    The  daily-bread  upon  which  believers  live,  is  there  cum- 
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txmee  and  a^atxce  of  faith ;  as  for  aflurance  amd  joji  thoTe  come 
but  now  and  then. 

3.  They  differ  in  purity ^  as  yfrtll  2S  tafffiancy  i  here  we  have  the 
comforts  of  the  Spirit,  but  we  mingle  fin  with  thesii  and  ufually 
the  fin  of  fpiritual  pride,  whiqh  fpoils  all.  Yea,  many  times,  the 
Lord  fufiers  Satan  to  mingle  his  temptations  and  injeAions  with 
them,  left  we  (hould  be  exaltedj  a  Cor.  xii.  7.  But  above,  the 
comforts  of  the  (aints  are  as  the  pure  water  of  life,  clear  ai  chryftalf 
Rev.xxii.  l. 

4.  They  differ  in  tficacy,  as  well  as  in  purity.  The  higheft 
coaiforts  of  the  Spirit  here  are  not  perfedUy  transformative  of  our 
fouls  into  the  image  of  God,  as  they  are  in  heaven ;  i  John  iii.  3. 
«  We  Ihall  be  like  him,  for  we  (hall  fee  him  as  he  is."  I^efe, 
after  we  are  comforted  by  him,  we  grieve  the  Comforter  himfelf 
bjr  fin.  Neither  do  the  comforts  of  the  Spirit,  in  this  ftate,  pro^ 
duce  the  fruits  of  obedience  in  their  perfeft  maturity,  as  they  do 
above ;  there  is  the  fame  difference  in  point  of  efficacy  as  there  is 
betwixt  the  mfluence  of  the  fun-beams  in  the  winter  months,  and 
thofe  in  May  and  June. 

5.  There  is  a  great  difference  in  rcfpcft  of  fociety.  Here,  the 
believer,  for  the  moft  part,  eats  his  pleaGint  morfels  alone  f  one 
Chriftian  eats,  and  another  hungers ;  but  in  heaven  they  all  feaft 
and  feed  together  at  one  table.  Mat.  viii.  1 1.  «« They  fliall  fit  down  , 
**  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  God."  O 
what  is  it  to  rejoice  in  the  feilowihip  of  patriarchs,  prophets,  and 
apoftlcs,  where  the  joy  of  ope  i$  the  joy  of  all. 

6.  They  diSet  alio  in  durability  i  fin  here  puts  a  ftop  to  our 
comforts,  but  in  heaven  as  there  is  no  comma,  fe  there  (hall  never 
be  a  fbllpoint  or  period.  Everbfting  joy  ihall  be  upon  their 
heads.  Tnere  is  an  eternal  feaft,  no  taking  away  the  cloth,  no 
rifing  from  that  feaft,  2  Thef.  ii.  16.  It  is  everlafting  confolation: 
Wejball  be  ever  vntb  the  Lord. 

II-  Ufe. 

This  point  puts  ferious  matter  of  exhortation  into  my  mouth. 
The  Lord  dlreA  it  to  the  hearts  of  all,  whether  they  be  in  Clirift, 
or  out  of  Chrift. 

Ftrjt^  To  thofe  that  are  out  of  Chrift,  and  will  not  yet,  be  pOF- 
fuaded  to  open  their  hearts,  and  confent  to  his  terms.  O  what  a 
fpiritual  in&tuation  is  here  I  What,  (hut  the  door  of  thy  heart 
againft  Chrift  and  all  the  delights  and  comforts  of  this  and  the 
coming  world  I  What  madnefs  is  this  \  Hear  me,  thou  poor  de- 
laded  finner,  that  wilt  not  be  perfuaded  to  part  with  thy  finful, 
ibfual  delights  in  exchange  for  Chrift^  and  the  peace,  comfort. 
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and  joy  that  follow  Lim  :  I  iiave  a  few  things  to  fpeak  on  Chrift'^ 
behalf  at  this  time ;  O  that  they  might  prevail,  O  that  by  them 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  might  perfuade  thy  fpirit,  thou  poor  un- 
regenerate  creature  !  Let  me  offer  four  or  five  confiderations  or 
pleas  on  ChriA's  bchalfj  if  haply  they  may  prevail  and  make  way 
for  his  entertainment  in  thy  foul.    i\ml> 

P/ft<  1.  Let  me  plead  thine,  own  ncccffity  with  thee ;  ^  mighty 
argument  I  which  in  other  cafes  ufeth  to  make  its  ways  through  all 
oppofitionS)  and  make  all  difficulties  fly  before  it ;  thou  art  a  poor, 
neceffitousj  pining,  famiihing  foul^  however  thy  body  be  acounnK)- 
dated,  thou  hafl  not  one  bit  of  fpiritual  bread  iat  thy  famifhing 
foul  to  live  upon.  Chrift  is  the  bread  that  cometh  down  from 
heaven.  The  ftarving  ^roA]g;/i/,  Luke  xv.  ii6,  17,  is  the  lively 
emUem  of  thy  foul  *»  he  feeds  upon  hufks,  and  thou  feedeft  upon 
that  which  is  not  bread,  Ifa.  Iv.  2.  Thou  art  wretched  and  mi- 
ftraUe,  poor,  blind,  and  naked,  Rev.  iii.  1 7.  Thy  body  hath 
often  been  filled  and  refrefhed  with  the  good  creatures  of  God, 
but  thy  foul  never  tafled  one  bit  of  fpiritual  bread  fince  it  came 
into  thy  body ;  it  never  relifhed  the  fweetnefs  of  a  pardon,  the 
delicioufnefs  of  a  proniife,  the  joy  and  eomforr  of  Chrift  \  the 
choiceft  food  that  ever  thou  tafted,  w^s  fuch  as  thy  foul  cannot 
live  upon. 

Plea  3.  Chrift  is  at  the  door  of  thy  foul  with  plenty  and  variety 
of  heavenly  comforts,  coftly  dainties,  purchafed  by  hb  blood ;  if 
thou  wilt  but  open  to  him,  <'  Tliou  fhalt  be  abundantly  fatisfied 
<^  with  the  fatnefs  of  his  houfe,  and  drink  of  the  rivers  of  his 
<«  pleafurc,"  Pfal.  xxxvi.  7,  8.  "  He  that  believeth,''  as  the  fcrip- . 
turc  hath  laid,  '*  out  of  his  belly  fhall  flow  rivers  of  living  water,** ' 
John  vii.  38.  meaning  the  graces  and  comforts  of  the  Spirit. 

Plea  3.  If  Chrift  be  put  off  and  refufed  now,  you  may  never 
tafte  of  thofe  invaluable  mercies  for  ever.  Luke  xiv.  14.  <«  For 
f  <  I  fay  unto  you,  that  none  of  thofe  men  which  were  bidden  (hall 
**  tafte  of  my  fupper.**  They  were  Ixdden,  invited  to  this  feaft, 
and  fo  are  you  j  they,  refufed  to  come,  God  grant  you  may  not  j 
for  methinks  this  fentence  of  Chrift,  "Thoic  men  which  were 
«  bidden  fhall  not  tafte  of  my  fupper,"  is  like  the  fentence  upon 
a  malefaftor  that  is  to  be  hanged  in  chsuns,  and  whom  the  law 
permits  none  to  relieve.  O,  it  will  be  dreadful  to  fee  the  faints 
fitting  at  the  royal  feaft  in  heaven,  and  yourfelves  ibut  out :  as  a 
company  of  ftarving  beggars  ftanding  in  the  ftreets,  and  about  the 
doors  where  the  marriage-fupper  is  kept  •,  they  fee  the  lights,  they 
behold  the  rich  difhes  carried  up,  they  hear  the  mirth  and  mufic 
of  the  guefts,  but  not  a  bit  comes  to  their  fhare. 

Plea  4.  The  refufal  of  Chrift's  invitation,  as  it  is  the  greateft  of 
all  fins^  fo  it  will  be  avenged  with  the  foreft  wrath  and  greateft 
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pmtihmeDt;  it  1$  laid  of  thafe  gueAs  that-  wa*e  bidden^  Mat.  xsii. 
5.  chat  they  made  light  of  it,  biit  it  fell  heavy  upon  them',  ver. 
7.  «  He  was  wroth,  and  ferit  forth  his  armies  and  dcftroyed  thofe 
«  morderers,  and  burnt  up  their  city.**  Have  a  care  of  making 
light  of  Chrift. 

Flea  5.  What  light  and  vain  things  are  all  thofe  pleafures  of 
fin,  for  the  fake  whereof  you  deprive  your  fouls  of  the  cverlafting 
tomferts  of  Jefus  Chrift  ?  Deluded  foul,  it  is  not  the  intent  of 
Chrift  to  rob  thee  of  thy  comfort,  but  to  exchange  thy  fmful  for 
fpiritual  delights,  to  thy  unfpeakable  advantage*  It  is  true,  you 
ihall  have  no  more  pleafure  in  fin,  but  inftead  of  that  you  ftiall 
have  peace  with  God,  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghof^,  and  foUd  comforts 
for  evermore.  What  are  the  fenfitive  or  finful  pleafures  of  the 
world  ?  Yott  have  the  total  fum  of  them  in  i  John  ii.  16,  17. 
"  All  that  is  in  the  world,  the  hid  of  the  flcihi  the  iud  of  the 
'*  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life,  is  not  of  the  Father,  but  i«  of  the  • 
*<  world.  And  the  world  paiTeth  away,  and  the  iuih  thereof;  but 
**  he  that  doth  the  will  of  God  abideth  for  ever.*^ 

Qudl.  But  how  may  a  poor^  unregeneraU  fitd  hi  prevailed  fviih  to 
miAefueh  a  hl^ed  e9(change^  t^  part  nu'tth  the  pleafures  of  Jin  in  excbungi 
for  the  comjwis  of  Jtfus  Chrifif  *  .  - 

Amfnver.  Befides  all  that  hath  been  offered '  before,  let  wie 
hriefly  add  thefe  three  following  dire^ioils  and  counfels  to  -fueb  a 
foul. 

1.  Labour  to  fee  and  feel  thy  need  of  Chrid,  and  then  thou 
wilt  quidcly  be  willing  to  give  up  all  the  pleafures  of  fin  for  the 
eojoyment  of  him.  What  makes  men  fo  tenacious  of  their  lufte^ 
fo  hard  to  be  perfuaded  to  give  up  their  finful  pleafures,  but  this, 
that  they  never  felt!  the  n^ed-of  a  Saviour!  Oh,  finner,  didft  thou 
bat  feel  thy  need  of  Chrift,  wert  thou  but  hungry  and  thirfty  (ot 
him,  thou  wouldft  never  ftand  upon  fuch  trifles  fci*  the  enjoyment 
of  him.  We  read,  in  the  famine  of  Jcrufalen^j'  how, they  parted 
with  their  pieafant  things  for  bread  to  relieve  their  fouls  \  jewels^ 
rings,  bracelets,  things  which  coft  dear,  and  were  highly  valued 
ataootheir  time,  now  were  willingly  parted  with  for  bread.  CHrift 
is  more  nec^^ty  to  thee  than  thy  neceffary  br^ad.    -     ' 

2.  Condder  the  fpirkual  and  immortal  nature  of  thin*  own 
fonl,.  whkh  dmnot  live  upon  material  things,  and  muft  over^live 
all  temporary  things.  Now  if  thy  foul  cannot  live  upon  thcai, 
«h1  muft  certainly  oVer-live'them;  what  a  miferabl€  condition  will 
it  omvokiaMy  h\\  into,  when  all  thefe  ienAial,  and  fitifol  enjoy* 
cients  arc  vaniffied  and  gone,  as  thou  knowe(V  they  fliortly  wilt 
he?  I  John  ii.  J?.  "  Thefe  things  pafs  away.***  atid  then  hath  thy 
foul  nothing  to  Jive  upon  to  all  eternity. 

3.  Hearken  to  the  reports  and  experiences  of  the  faints,  who 
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ha^  tried  both  forts  of  fdeafiire^  which  you  never  did :  Tbef 
have  tried  the  pleaftires  of  fin,  and  rbef  have  tafted  the  pktftires 
of  Chrii^^  and  fo  are  beft  able  to  make  a  trae  judgment  upon 
both  \  and  thej  have  according^  deteraiiaed^  <<  That  one  gho^iic 
««  of  the  light  of  God's  countenance,  puts  more  gladnefs  into  their 
<'  hearts,  than  in  the  time  that  thek-  corn  ^ni,  their  wine  in* 
f«  crcafed,*'  Pftl.  iv.  7.  Nay,  the  wifeft  Cbriftians,  upon  trial  rf 
both,  have  rightly  deteroimed.  That  the  iwrfi  things  in  retipam  art 
mfinit$(y  to  be  preferred  to  ihe  iefl  things  behf^ing  to  Jin  g  the  very  fiit 
ferings  and  affliaiofis  of  the  people  of  God,  ha^  been  pronounced 
hettct. than  ihe  phafures  ^ fin  for  afeafon^  Heb.  xi«  55,  Could  y«tt 
bat  fee  with  their  eyes,  and  were  you  bdt  capable  ^f  iiiakii^  a 
right  judgment  as  .th^  did,  ther^  n^ded  not  a  wopd  more  to  be 
laid  to  perTuade  you  to  let  go  your  moft  pleafaiDt,  and  profitable  l«fls, 
in  exchange  for  (%r}ft  and  his  faeneficial,  comfbrtabte  fufieriigs. 
.  Sesmdiji  The  point  affords  variety  ^  connfda  and  ^hoitations 
to.  the  regenerate,  Who  have  opened  their  wiUs  to  Chrift,  and  are 
thereupon  admitted  into  this  comfortable  Aate« 

It  k  found,  In  experiencei  a  difficvlt  thing  for  a  fbtil,  idter 
converfion,  to  bear  and  duly  manage  jtheir  own  4»»mfoFts,  as  it 
was  to  bear  and  rightly  manage  their  tltiuhlej^  at  convei^n*  My 
faufincfs  here  is  to  ad^ife  ibiUs,  <in<kr-  their  firfttMUforts  aod  feel- 
ings of  the  Spirit,  bow  to  manage  and  improve  their  fpirhnal  com- 
forts, that  they  may  abide  with  them,  and  be  growing  things  coi*- 
tinually  in  their  fouls.  ' 

Advice  I.  And  fir  ft,  See  that  you  humbly  admire  and  ade^e4be€on* 
d^etiding^Qodn^s  $f  QodtoyoUi  iiiall  the  comforts  if  the  ^irituhich 
refrtfti  you* 

O  that  ever  God  ftould  comfoirt fuch  afoiil as thine>  that  hath 
fi)  often  £rieved  him. I  That  Chrift  fhould  be ajoyta  thee,  who 
baft  been  a  (brrpw  to  )um  I  If  you  look  int<o  JSph*  i.  ,3 ,  you  wjU  find 
the  fpirit  of  the  apoftle  there  filled  with,  the  f^fe  and  admkation 
pi  this  mercy,  which  breaks  forth  into-  thi3  rafMuro^s  expteffion, 
<(<  .Blef&d  be  the  ;Ccd  and  Fath^  of  our' Lord  JcftisChrift)  who 
^  hath  bleiled  us  with  all  ipiritual  bleifiz^  in  heavenly  places  {or 
<*  things  in  Chrift}.''  Some  there  are  that  oever  en|^  an*  onfiaary 
degree  of  earthly  comforts.  Job  ^isx.  3, 4,  5.  otfaevs  eqjoy  abon- 
dance  of  earthly  comforts,  but  no  fpiritual  comforts,  Pfa}..xvU« 
14  Some  there  are  for  whom  God  intends  everlafting  eoniblatioos 
in  the  world  to  come  ;  but  they  are  kept  low,  as  to  fpu-ituidccm* 
forts  in  this  world,  PlaL  kxYviii.  1 5.  O,  what  caitfe  bwre  you 
to  admire  th^  bounty  of  God  to  you,  for  whom  there  is  not  only 
iuhiefs  of  joys  prepsfred  in  heaven,  but  fuch  precious  fort^os  and 
earnefts  of  it  communicated  in  the  way  thither. 

Advice  2.  Cleave  faft  ta  Chrifi  and  thoje  fiveet  and  cemfniable  du-^ 
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(ia  ifnUffOffy  wherem  you  havefiund,  and  ta/hd  the  ie/teon^iris  that 
ner  jmr  fiats  were  acquainted  with. 

Tkis  is  ooe  thing  iiod  alms  at  in  the  communkation  of  thefe 
fpimiial  refreflitfieatSi  to  glue  your  foub  fail  by  therh  to  the  ways 
oif  lioliiieis.  The  Lord  knows  temptations  will  bcfal  you,  diicourage* 
jnents  enough  you  ihail  be  fure  to  meet  with  \  but  thefe  enjoyments 
of  God,  wiuch  yon  have  met  with  in  prayer  and  hearing,  in  medita* 
tioa,  facraments»  isf^c*  ihbuld  oigage  yov  hearts  for  ever  to  the 
ways  of  obedience.  Tou  never  found  that  fweetneis  in  the  ^nrays  of 
fin,  which  yofi  have  found  in  rcpentanctj  and  faith.  When  a 
temptation  comes  baited  with  iinful  pleafures,  fay  as  the  olive  tre$ 
and  the  vim^'in  Jotham's  purabk,  Judges  ix.  9,  10,  11.  Shall  I 
leave  fuch  foul-rcireihing  comficuts  as  thef<i,  for  the  infipid  pleafures 
offiiii     God  forbid. 

Advice-  3.  Be  commutticative  of  th:  fpiritual  comforts  you  enjoj^  for 
the  bem/U  ^nd  refrejbment  of  others. 

The  Lord  never  intended  you  ihould  engrofs  the  comforts  of 
his  Spirit  to  yourfelves,  nor  eat  your  pieafant  morfels  aione.  2  Cor. 
1 4.  <*  UexottilbrtftttB,  that  we  may  .he  able  to  comfort  them  tlut 
'^  are  in  any  troable»  by  the  comfort  wherewith  we  ourfelves  sre 
^  comforted  of  God."  It  is  trae,  religion  lays  nor  all  open,  nor 
yet  doth  it  conc<;cd,  and  hide  alL  Th^re  nqeds.  a  great  deal  of 
wifibm,  Immility,  add  caution,  to  fecure  us  from  pride,  and 
vanity  in  fpirit,  whiift  we  communicate  our  comforts  to  others  :  As 
o^entation^  fo  atfo  impropriation  of  our  comforts,  are  againd  fcripture^ 
lav ;  4&e  may  be  juftiy  fufpedted  that  opens  all,  and  fo  may  he  too 
that  conceals  all.  Spiritual  comforts  are  not  diminifhed,  bikt  inv- 
proved  by  a  wife,  and  humble  communication. 

Advice  4.  Be  much  in  retienioing  the  aSfs,  and  exercifes  of  faith  ;  be 
frequent  in  that  vAsrk, 

Your  iirft  faith  hath  brought  in  your  firt^  comfort ;  your  renew* 
iog,  and  repeating  thofe  precious  atfts  of  faith,  will  bring  you  in 
greater  ftoresoicoi»t&rt,  than  you  yet  enjoy.  We  are  not  to  look 
upoa^th  as  a  lingie,  but  a  continued  a^,  i  Pet.  ii  4.  <<  To  wiiom 
^^  coming  jB  unto  a  living  ftone."  Thy  foul,  ChriAian,  is  to  bo 
in  a  continual  motion  towards  Chrift  ;  the  more  you  believe,  the 
mopc  yott  will  rejoice*  You  fee  the  door  through  which  comfort 
comes  imo  yoat  fouls.  Joy  is  the  daughter  of  faith,  Rom.  xv.  13, 
your  prcfent  o^mfort  is  the  hrd  birth  of  faith ;  but  there  are  many 
comforts  more  in  the  womb  of  faith,  which  will  yet  be  born  to  your 
ibols,  if  unbdief  caufe  not  a  milcarriage. 

Advice  5.  "Take  heed  you  Se  not  a  grief  to  Chri/t^  nvho  hath  already 
hroughtfo  much  eomfort  to  you. 

It  wUl  be  a  fad  requital,  if  after  he  hath  given,  you  the  joys  of 
heaven  to  drink,  you  ihali  give  him  that  which  is  as  wormwood 
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find  gad;  tile  Lor  J  write  that  cautioii  upon  thy  foul,  reader^  Eph* 
iy.  30.  "  And  grieve  not  the  holy  Spirit  of  God»  whereby  you  arc 
•«  felled  to  the  day  of  redemption."  The  arguo^ent  of  the  apofilc, 
in  this  place,  ftrongly  infers  caution  from  com/ort.  Chrift  hath  been 
All  joy,  all  peaee,  refl,  and  comfort  to  you;  take  heed  you  be  not 
ft  grief  and  (hame  to  him.  The  intermii&on  of  thy  duties,  the 
'  falling  and  flatting  of  thy  affections  in  duties,  thy  .rafh  adventures 
upon  iin,  will  be  a  grief  to  the  heart  of  Chrill,  who  hath  fiikd  tby 
heart  with  fo  much  comfort ;  and  if  you  grieve  him,  you  cannot 
expe^  he  fhould  comfort  you.  A  little  iin  may  rob  you  of  a  great 
deal  of  comfort. 

Advice  6.  Benatjlagger^dj  or.dejeBed^  if  the  firfi  ctm^mrts  Cbrtfi 
gives  you  Jbould  afterwards  abatey.  or  he  taken  away  for  a  time. 

This  is  a  very  common  thing  in  the  experience  of  moft  Chrif* 
,  tians ;  you  muft  not  think,  your  firft  comforts  are  fuch  fixed,  fettled 
things,  that  there  is  no  hazard  of  lofing  them ;  alas  !  nothii^  li 
more  volatile  than  the  joys  of  a  Chriilian.  You  will  be  apt  to  lofe 
your  firfl  love,  Rev.  ii.  4.  and  if  you  Icfe  your  firft  love,  no  wonder 
that  you  lofe  your  firft  comforts :  Yet  if  it  ihoukl  fi>  fall  out,  be 
not  caft  down  and  difcouraged ;  Chrift  is  not  gone,  though  conifcrt 
be  gone ;  and  though  comfort  be  gone,  it  is  not  gone  for  ever ;  r^ 
new  thy  repentance*,  faith,  and  obedience,  and  try  if  God  will  not 
renew  thy  comfort.  There  is  a  former,  and  there  is  a  latter  fpring 
of  joy;  God  will  make  thy  comforts  fpring  again.  Befixjfs,  thy 
juftijiidtion  is  ftedfaft,  though  thy  c&njblation  be  iK>t  to.  There  are 
two  things  that  belong  to  a  Chriftian,  one  to  bis  being,  viz,  utnon 
with  Chrjft ;  another  to  his  well-^eing^  viz.  Comfort  from  Cbr^ : 
The  latter  is  uncertain  and:  contingent,  the  former  fixed  and 
ftedfaft."'  ... 

Advice  7.  Be  filled  with  compaffion  toothers  who  nioant  thofe  comforts 
you  enjiyy  efpeclally  fuch  as  Gcd  hath  knit  to  you  in  the  hoftdi  oj  natural 
rt'lafiofjs. 

Art  thou  a  father,  or  a  mother,  .to  whom  God  hath  given  thofe 
comforts,  amd.  iouUrcfrefliments,  that  have  been  opened  in  this 
difcourfe  2  -  And  haft  tiiou  no  compafficn  for  thy  poor  children, 
who  never  yet  tafced  one  drop  of  thefe  fpiritual  confolations ; 
Certainly  it  will  do  a  man  little  good  to  be  feafted  abroad,  whilft  his 
wife  and  children  are  ftarving  at  home :  Say  to  them,  as  Paul  in 
another  cafe,  "  Would  to  God  you  were  all  as  I  aoi,  except  thefe 
**  corruptions."  Religion  bieeds  bowels  of  compafllon.  O  tell 
them  what  fweetnefs  there  is  in  the  ways  of  godliaefs ;  couofel, 
plead,  and  pray,  that  thofe  that  are  yours  may  alfo  be  Chrift'Si 

Advice  8.  ^s  e^^er  you  expeSl  the  continuance  or  enlargement  if 
your  ccnfcrtSj  fee  that  you  walk  drcumfpeHly, 

It  is  as  much  as  all  your  comfort  is  worth  to  give  way  to  a  little 
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careleflhefs :  That  is  ajrefnarkable  exprdEon  of  the  Pfalmift,  PfaU 
IxxzT.  I.  <<  I  will  heaiicen  what  God  the  Lord  will  fpeak,  for  he 
^  will  fpeak  peace  to  his  people,  and  to  liis  fainu;  but  let  them  nol 
«  return  again  to  folly.  Sin,  in  this  text,  is  fitly  called  by  the 
name  idfoUy ;  for  indeed  it  is  the  greateft  &Uy  and  madneis  in 
the  world  to  forfeit  and  diveft  ourfelves  of  fuch  fureet  peace  and 
comfort  by  returning  unto  fin>  which  hath  coft  us  fo  much  forrow 
and  trouble  before.  Are  you  willing  to.  be  in  your  former  darkneis 
and  fears,  tears  and  troubles ;  to  exchange  the  pleafant  light  you 
now  enjoy,  for  the  horrors  you  have  formerly  felt  ?  This  you 
muft  do  if  you  return  again  to  folly. 

Advice  9.  Lang  for  heaven,  where  thefulnefs  of.thofejoys  iff  tubere^ 
•f  thrfe  you  tajie  are  hut  the  eameji  and  firfi-fruits. 

One  defign  of  God  in  giving  them,  is  to  fet  us  a  longing  after 
beaven  to  help  our  conceptions,  and  raife  our  affeflions :  if  thefe 
he  fo  fweet,  what  muft  they  be  ?  Rom.  viii.  23.  "  We  which  have 
*'  the  firft*froits  of  the  Spirit,  even  we  ourfelves  groan  within  Qur-> 
^  felves,  wmting  for  the  adoption,  to  wit,  the  redemption  of  our 
"  body."  Wc  are  not  to  fit  down  fatisfied,  and  fay  we  have  enough 
of  thefe  firfl:  firuits ;  but  they  are  given  to  fet  us  a  groaning  after 
the  fidnefi  of  thofe  enjoyments.  This  anfwers  God's  end  in  giv- 
ing. ' 

Advice  10.  Laftly,  Improve  every  fpiriiual  comfort  you  have  from 
Cbri/t  unto  greater  cheerfulnefs  in  the  paths  of  obedience  to  Chrift. 

This  is  another  end  for  which  Gbd  communicates  them,  that 
our  foals  being  refireflied  by  them,  we  might  pluck  up  our  feet  the 
more  nimbly  in  the  paths  of  duty.  Pfal.  cxix.  32.  *<  Then  will  I 
"  run  the  ways  of  thy  commandments  when  thou  (halt  enlarge  my 
*«  heart.'*  Now  God  experts  that  you  pray  more  frequently,  me- 
ditate more  delightfully,  and  perform  every  duty  more  cheerfully  j 
and  this  is  the  way  to  perpetuate  your  comforts.  How  many  Chrif- 
tians  go  on  droopingly  in  the  ways  of  doty  for  want  of  thofe  encou- 
ragements you  enjoy  ? 


SERMON    XI. 

Revel,  iii.  20. 
— /  will  fup  with  him,  and  he  with  me. 

T^TTE  have  heard  the  firft  encouragement  or  argument  of 

W    Chrift  to  perfuade  the  hearts  of  finners  to  open  to  him, 

viz.  That  he  will  come  in  to  them,  and  that  not  empty-handed  5  He 
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wiffalJi/upVikhiAem*  And  to  make  the  encouragement  compteftf/ 
and  full)  1^  here  adds,  Attdhewth  me.  This  lalt  claufe  fets  forth 
that  fphrkual,  fbul-refreihing  communion  which  U  betwixt  ChrifV 
and  believers  ^  begun  in  this  world,  completed  and  poicAed  in  the 
world  to  come*     Hence  our  eleventh  obfervation  is, 

Doft.  1 1.  That  there  is  a  mutual jfweef^  and  intitiate  iommmmm 
hetwixt  Jffut  Chrtft  and  believert  in  this  Kvarld* 

CommuiMoo  with  Chrii^  is  frequent  in  the  lips  of  manv  meo, 
'  but  a  hidden  myflery  to  the  fouls  of  moft  men.  This  athdftical 
mgt  fcofis  at,  and  ridicules  it  as  enthofiafm  and  fanaticifm ;  bat  the 
faints  find  that  reality  and  incomparable  fweetnefs  in  it|  that  they 
would  not  part  with  it  for  ten  thoufand  worlds.  Wheo  the  Ro^ 
inan  foldiers  entered  the  temple  at  Jerufalem,  and  found  no  image 
there,  as  they  ufed  to  have  in  their  own  ido/airms  temples ;  they 
gave  out  in  a  jeer,  that  the  Jews  worfliipped  the  clouds.  Thus 
profane  Athei^  feoff  at  the  moft  folemn,  awful,  and  fweeteft  part 
of  internal  religion  as  a  mere  &ncy ;  but  the  thing  is  real,  fure^ 
and  feofible  :  if  there  be  truth  m  any  thing  in  the  world,  there  b 
truth  in  this,  that  there  are  real  intercourfes  betwixt  the  TifiUe 
and  inviiible  world ;  betwixt  Chrift  and  the  fouls  of  believers, 
which  we  hwe  call  communion :  i  John  i.  3.  «  Truly  our  fellow* 
«  fhip  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Chrift  Jefos/'  It  b 
really  and  truly  fo,  we  impofe  not  upon  the  world,  we  tell  you  no 
more  than  we  have  felt*  The  life  of  Enoch  is  called  bis  mMUkiag 
nuitb  Gcdj  Gen.  v.  24.  O  fweet  and  pleafant  walk  i  all  pkafvres, 
all  joys  are  in  that  walk  with  God.  «  Blefied  are  the  people  that 
«f  hear  the  joyful  fouod ;  they  (hall  walk,  O  Lord,  in  the  light  of 
<<  thy  countenance,"  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  15.  The  joyful  found  there 
fpoken  of  was  the  found  of  the  trumpet,  which  called  th^  people 
to  the  folemn  afiemblies,  where  they  walked  in  the  light  of  Gold's 
countenance,  the  fweet  manifeftations  of  his  favour  y  and  becaufe 
the  world  is  fo  apt  to  fufpeA  the  reality  and  certainty  of  this  doc* 
trine,  the  apoftle  again  aflerts  it,  Phil.  iii.  20.  "  Truly  our  con- 
«*  verfation  is  in  heaven.*'  We  breathe  bclow^  but  we  live  above; 
we  walk  on  earth,  but  our  con  verfation  is  in  heaven.  To  open 
this  point,  three  things  mud  come  under  confideration. 

1.  What  communion  with  Chrift  is. 

2.  That  there  is  fuch  a  communion  betwixt  him  and  be- 
lievers. 

3.  The  excellency  of  this  communion. 

Fir/ff  What  communion  with  Chrift  is,  in  the  general  nature  of 
it.  To  open  this  it  muft  be  confidered  that  there  is  a  twofold 
communion. 
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t.  A  ftikte  6f  c6inmiiDion« 
2.  A^al  communion. 
The  firft  is  fundamental  to  the  fecond ;  we  can  have  no  aAoal 
communion  with  the  Fatheri  Soili  or  Spiriti  till  we  be  firft  brought 
into  a  ftate  of  communion.  This  ftatc  of  communion  is  in  fcrip* 
ture  called  XM^syiay  our  fellowfliip  or  partner  (hipwith  Chrift  :  fuch 
afellowffaip  as  merchants  have  in  one  and  the  fame  fhip  and  cargo; 
where  one  hath  more  and  another  leis,  but,  however,  a  joint, 
though  unequal  intered }  one  lives  in  one  kingdom,  another  ia 
another  kingdom,  but  they  are  jointly  interefted  in  the  fame 
goods.  This  comparifon  muft  not  be  Aretched  beyond  its  intention, 
which  is  to  (hew  nothing  but  this,  that  Chrift  and  believers  are  co* 
partners,  or  co-heirs  in  die  fame  inheritance  :  Hence  they  are  cail^ 
ed,  PfaL  xlv.  7*  his  felbws  }  <<  God,  even  thy  God,  hath  anoint* 
"  ed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladnefs  above  thy  fellows :"  And  again, 
Rom.viii.  17.  «<If  children,  then  heirs;  heirs  of  God,  and  joint 
"  hdrs  with  Chrift."  Chrift  ftatcs  his  people,  gives  them  a  right 
and  title  not  only  to  himielf,  but  to  thofe  good  things  purchafed  by 
him,  yea,  and  the  very  glory  he  now  enjoys  in  heaven,  John 
xvii.  22.  <<  The  glory  which  thou  gaveft  me,  I  have  given 
«  them." 

It  is  true,  there  are  fome  things  in  Chrift  which  are  peculiar  to 
himfelf,  and  incommunicable  to  any  creature,  as  his  eternity,  con^ 
fubftantiality  with  his  father,  &c.  neither  have  we  fellowChip  in  his 
mediatorial  works  ;  we  have  the  fruits  and  benefits  of  them,  but 
no  partnerfliip  with  him  in  the  glory  and  honour  of  them  \  that  is 
peculiarly  his  own  2  And  though  it  be  faid  in  the  fcriptures,  that 
believers  are  righteous  as  he  is  righteous^  yet  the  meaning  is  not  that 
they  can  juftify  others  as  Chrift  doth  \  no,  they  are  juftified  by 
him,  but  cai^not  communicate  righteoufnefs  to  others  as  Chrift 
doch  to  them*  But  there  are  other  things  wherein  there  is  a  part«> 
nerfhip  betwixt  Chrift  and  his  people  ;  among  others,  they  partake 
with  him  in  the  fpirit  of  fanAification  on  earth,  and  glory  in  hea- 
ven :  the  fame  fpirit  of  holinefs  which  dwells  in  Chrift  without 
meafure,  is  communicated  by  him  to  the  faints  in  meafure,  1  John 
iv.  13.  ((  He  hath  given, us  of  his  Spirit."  And  as  Chrift  com- 
municates his  Spirit  to  the  faints,  fo  he  communicates  the  glory  of 
heaven  to  them  \  not  that  they  (hall  be  as  gbrious  in  heaven  as 
Chrift  is :  no,  he  will  be  known  among  the  faints  in  glory,  as 
the  fun  is  known  from  the  leffer  ftars.  TIius  briefly  of  the  ftatc 
of  communion,  which  is  caMed  in  fcriptyre  our  btitig  made  nigh,  £ph. 
ii*  13.  and  indeed  we  muft  be  made  nigh  before  we  can  actually 
<^w  nigh.  We  muft  be  put  into  a  ftate  of  fellowihip  before 
ever  we  can  have  aAual  communion  with  God. 
Voi- IV.  Hh 
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2.  Befide  this  fbite  of  communion,  there  is  alio  an  actual  com* 
munion  which  the  faints  have  in  this  world  with  the  Father  and 
the  Son  in  the  duties  of  religion.  This  is  that  I  am  here  engaged 
to  open :  this  is  our  fupping  with  Chrid^  and  his  with  us :  and, 
ftw  cleai-nefs  fafce,  I  (hall  open  it  both 

1 .  Negatively,  what  it  is  nor, 

2.  Pofitively>  what  it  is. 

I .  Negatively,  what  it  is  not  ^  for  I  find  peHbns  are  hugely  apt 
to  miftake  in  this  matter,  taking  that  {eft  commtmion  with  God 
which  is  hot  fo  :  and  here  let  it  be  noted, 

( i .)  That  communion  with  God  doth  not  confift  in  the  bare  per- 
formance of  religious  duties.    I  do  not  fay  that  men  may  have 
tommunion  with  God  in  this  world  without  duties,  it  is  a  de« 
luiion  of  Satan  to  think  fo  \  but  this  is  what  I  fay,  that  comoia- 
nioh  with  God  coniideth  not  in  the  mere  pei  foi'mance  of  du- 
ties. ,  Communion  and  duties  of  religion  are  two  things,  lepara- 
ble  one  ht>m  the  other.     Men  may  multiply  dirties,  and  yet  be 
ftrangers  to  communion  with  God  in  them  \  even  humiliation  and 
fading  days  may  be  kept  by  foub  that  are  eftranged  from  commu- 
hion  with  the  Lord,  Zech.  ^i.  5.  ^  Speak  unto  all  the  people  of 
««  the  land,  and  unto  the  priefts,  faying,  When  ye  faftcd  and 
•»  mourned  in  the  fifth  ^nd  fcvcnth  month,  even  thefe  fevcnty 
«  years,  did  ye  at  All  faft  unto  me,  even  unto  n^  V*  q.  d.  Had  your 
fouls  pure -intentions  and  rcfpefls  in  thofe  duties  to  my  glory? 
Had  you  fpecial  communion  with  mie,  or  I  with  you  in  thoie  du« 
ties  ?  Did  you  ever  feel  your  fouls  in  thefe  days  wounded  for 
lin  ?  Or  did  you  not  faft  out  of  cuftom,  and  mourn  for  company  ? 
God  may  be  near  in  men's  mouths,  and  at  tlie  fame  time  far  from 
their  reins,  Jer.  xii.  2.     Religious  words  may  flow  out  of  men's 
lips  when  not  one  drop  of  religion  touches  their  reins  and  hearts  \ 
that  is,  the  fecret  inward  powers  of  their  fouls :  you  cannot  there- 
fore fafely  depend  upon  this,  Chrift  rejefls  this  plea,  Matth.  vii. 
22.     Get  a  better  evidence  of  communion  with  God  than  this,  or 
you  will  certainly  come  fhort  of  your  expedation.     I  know  you  mty 
faith  Chrifl ;  there  was  never  any  fpiritual  acquaintance  betwixt 
your  fouls  and  me  ;  I  know  you  not  in  a  way  of  approbation. 

(2.)  Neither  do  all  ftirrings  and  workings  of  the  af¥eAions  in  du- 
ties infalliblyevidcnce  and  prove  communion  betwixt  Chrift  and  that 
foul ;  for  it  is  poflib^ yea,  common,  to  have  theaffe^ons  raifcd 
in  a  natural  way,  and  by  external  motives  in  the  duties  of  religion; 
this  you  fee  in  that  example,  Ezek.  xxxiii.  32.  "  And  lo,  thou 
<<  art  unto  them  as  a  very  lovely  fong  of  one  that  hath  a  pleaiant 
•«  voice,  and  can  play  well  on  an  inftrumcnt :  for  they  hear  thy 
•<  words,  but  they  do  them  not."  The  fwcet  modulation  of  the 
prophet's  voice  was  like  the  ftatfiil  touch  of  a  rare  mufical  inftru^- 
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it|  which  ifi  a  aatural  wty,  moved  and  excited  their  aflS^ans. 
Thus  John's  hearers  rejoiced  in  his  miniflry  for  a  feaibn.  I 
confels  this  is  very  &pt  to  caft  fouls  uito  a  mtilake  of  their  con- 
dition. They  diftinguifh  not. betwixt  the  influepces  that  come  up- 
on their  afl^fUons  from  wi<hout,  from  extrindc  things  and 
thofe  that  are  purely  inward,  divinej  and  fpiritual.  But  then, 
2.  Tq  fliew  you  pojitively  what  communion  with  C'od  is.  Here 
we  muftcoafider  two  things, 

1.  What  things  it  pre-fuppofes  in  us. 

2.  Wher<^in  the  nature  of  it  con  fids. 

I.  There  are  divers  things  pre -required  and  pre-fuppofed  unto  all 
a&ual  communion  with  God  in  duties  %  and  where  thcTe  things  are 
waatingj  men  have  no  communion  with  God«  You  may  have 
communion  with  his  peopki  and  communion  with  his  ordinances* 
but  not  cominunion  ^ith  God  and  Chrift  in  them.  And  thefe 
pre-requi(ites  are  three. 

(i.)  Union  with  Chrifl  is  fundamentally  neceflary  to  all  commiit- 
nion  with  him.  All  communion  \n  founded  in  union ;  and  vbere 
there  is  no  union,  there  can  be  no  communion.  <  You  know 
'  (faith  an  excellent  ^  perfon),  the  member  receives  nothing  from 
<  the  head  unlefs  it  be  united  to  it  %  nor  the  l;»ranch  from  the  roptt' 
<<  All  is  yours,  and  ye  are  Chrift's,"  i  Cor.  iii-  23.  <  Here  is  a  vaft 

*  pofieifion,  but  aU  founded  upon  union :  as  all  communion  ig 

*  founded  upon  union,  fo  all  union  terminates  in  communion: 
'  and  the  clo(er  the  union  the  fuller  is  the  communion/ 

Before  our  union  with  Chrift  we  are  ftrangers  unto  God,  Eph. 
ii.  13,  «  We  live  without  God  in  the  world,"  it  is  in  Cbriftthat 
we  are  made  nigh  \  it  is  in  the  beloved  we  are  made  accepted. 
Wiulft  we  are  in  the  ftate  of  alienation  frppi  Chrift,  we  have  no 
more  to  do  with  the  communications  of  joy  and  peace,  with,  the  &al$ 
and  eamefts  of  the  Spirit,  than  a  native  Indian  hath  with  the  privi^ 
leges  of  London.  "  If  any  man  open  to  me,  (faich  Chrift)  I  wiH 
^  come  in  to  him  and  fiip  with  him,  and  he  with  me.'' 

(2.)  Communion  with  God  pre-fuppp^s  the  habits  of  grace  imp 
planted  in  the  foul  by  fan&ification  ;  a  found  and  fincere  changp 
of  heart.  No  fan£lification,  no  communion  \  i  John  i.  6.  ^*  If  we 
^'  fay  we  have  fellowlfaip  with  him,  and  walk  hi  darlcnefs,  we  lie, 
^  and  do  not  the  truth."  The  apoftle  g\v^^  the  lie  to  fuch  bold 
pretenders.  ^  The  Lord  is  nigh  to  all  tb^t  call  upon  him,  unto 
<<  aUthat  call  upon  him  ip  tnith  :"  the  latjter  claufe  reftrains  all 
fj^ritual  communion  unto  upright  fouls.  <<  For  an  bypoprite 
''  Iball  not  come  before  him,"  Job  yiii.  i6* 

(3.)  Communion  with  God  doth  not  only  fuppofe  grace  im^ 

*  Dr  Jacfloib  on  Rom.  viii.  page  69. 
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planted,  bat  alfo  implanted  grace  excited,  grace  in  a£t :  for  a  man 
may  have  the  habits  of  faith,  love,  and  delight  in  him,  and  yet  be 
without  aAuaf  communion  with  CJod  ;  for  by  this  grace  b  awaken- 
ed  and  put  into  a£^.  A  believer  when  he  is  afleep,  and  aAs  no 
grace,  is  in  a  ftate  of  communion  with  God ;  but  if  he  will  have 
a^al  communion,  his  faith,  love,  and  delight  muft  be  awakened} 
they  muft  not  lie  afleep  in  the  habit.  «<  Thou  faidft,  Seek  ye  my 
^<  face  }  my  heart  faid  unto  thee.  Thy  face  Lord  will  I  feek,"  Pfal. 
zxvii.  8.  It  was  in  order  to  a^al  communion  with  Chrift  that 
the  church  fo  carneftly  begs  frelh  inBuences  of  the  Spirit  to  excite 
her  graces  into  aft,  Cant.  iv.  i6.  **  Awake,  O  north  wind,  and 
"  come  thou  fouth,  blow  upon  my  garden,  that  the  fpices  thereof 
"  may  flow  out.  Let  my  beloved  come  into  his  garden,  and  cat 
**  his  pleafant  fruits."  And  though  believers  are  not  fo  to  wait  for 
the  influences  of  the  Spirit,  as  in  the  mean  time  to  negleft  all  pro- 
per outward  means  of  exciting  their  own  graces,  engaging  their 
hearts  to  approach  unto  God,  Jer.  xxx.  21.  yet  certainly  ii  is  the 
work  of  God's  Spirit,  and  without  him  we  can  do  nothing  to  any 
purpofe.  The  Teamen  may  trim  the  fails,  weigh  the  anchor,  put 
all  into  a  failing  pofture  \  but  till  a  gale  come  from  heaven  there 
is  little  or  no  motion.  The  fame  Spirit  that  plants  the  habits,  is  he 
alfo  that  excites  the  afts  of  grace.  Thefe  three  things  therefore 
are  pre-requifites  unto  all  communion  with  God. 

a.  Next  let  us  confidcr  wherein  this  heavenly  privilege  of  com- 
munion with  God  doth  confift ;  and  more  generally  it  will  be 
found  to  lie  in  a  fpiritual  correfpondency  betwixt  Chrift  and -the 
ibul.  God  lets  forth  influences  upon  our  fouh,  and  we,  by  the 
afliftance  of  his  Spirit,  make  returns  again  unto  God.  Commu- 
nion is  a  mutual  a^on )  fo  in  the  text,  <<  I  will  fup  with  him,  and 
^<  he  with  me."  We  cry  to  God,  and  God  anfwcrs  that  cry  by 
the  incomes  of  fpiritual  grace  upon  thje  foul :  Pfal.  cxxxviii.  3. 
*'  In  the  day  that  I  cried,  thou  anfweredft  me,  and  ftrengthencdft 
*«  me  with  ftrength  in '  my  foul."  More  particularly,  there  are 
many  ways  and  methods  wherein  men  have  this  fpiritual  corref- 
pondence  or  communion  with  God,  viz. 

I.  In  the  contemplation  of  his  attributes. 
2«  In  the  exerdfes  of  our  graces  in  religious  duties* 
3.  In  his  various  providences.     Jn  all  thefe  the  faints  have 
communion  with  him. 
T.  There  is  a  fweet  and  fenfible  communion  betwixt  God  and 
his  people,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Divine  attrihutetf  and  the  im- 
preflions  God  makes  by  them  upon  our  fouls,  whilft  we  meditate 
on  them.     As  for  inftance, 

(i.)  Sometimes  the  Lord  difi:t>vers  and  manifefts  to  the  fouls  of 
bis  people  his  immenfe  greatne/s;  the  manifeftation  qi  which  attri* 
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imte  makes  an  awfuli  humbling  impreffion  upon  the  foul,  makes 
them  feem  as  nothing  to  themielves.  Thus  when  Abraham,  that 
great  believer  confitlered  the  greatnefs  of  that  God  with  whom 
he  had  to  do  ;  that  fight  of  God  feems  to  reduce  him  to  his  firft 
principles,  to  crumble  him>  as  it  were,  into  dufl  and  aflies  again. 
Gen.  xviii.  27.  <<  I  that  am  but  duft  and  aflies  have  taken  upon  me 
"  to  fpeak  unto  God."  He  now  looks  upon  himfelf  as  a  heap 
of  vilenefs  and  unworthinefs  ;  fo  David,  Pfal.  viii.  12.  "  When  I 
".  confider  the  heavens,  the  work  of  thy  hands,  the  moon  and 
"  the  ftars  which  thou  haft  made,"  (from  hence  he  inferred  the 
greatnefs  of  the  Creator)  <<  Lord,  what  is  man  that  thou  art 
«  mindful  of  him  ?"  q.  d.  When  I  confidcr  what  a  great  God  the 
Creator  of  the  world  is,  I  am  juftly  aftonifhed  that  ever  he  (houid 
fet  his  heart  upon  fo  vile  a  thing  as  man.  When  men  compare 
thcmfelves  among  themfelves,  and  meafure  themfelves  by  thcm- 
felves,  their  fpirits  are  apt  to  fwell  with  pride  •,  but  would  they 
look  up  to  God,  as  thefc  holy  men  did,  they,  would  admire  his 
condefcenfion.  And  this  is  communion  with  God  in  the  medi- 
tation of  his  immenfe  greatnefs. 

(2.)  The  reprefentation  and  meditations  of  the  purity  and  holi' 
nefs  ef  God^  working  fhame  and  deep  abafement  in  the  foul,  for 
the  pollutions  and  finful  filthinefs  that  are  in  it.  This  is  commu- 
nion with  God,  and  an  excellent  way  of  fellowfhip  with  him. 
Thus,  when  a  reprefentation  of  God,  in  his  holinefs,  was  made  un- 
to the  prophet,  ifa.  vi.  3,  4,  5«  there  were  the  /eraphtmst  cover- 
ing their  faces  with  their  wings,  and  crying  one  to  another,  fayr 
ing,  «*  Holy,  holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hofls  $  the  whole  earth  is 
"  full  of  his  glory."  The  effect  this  produced,  or  the  return  made 
by  the  prophet  to  this  manifeAation  of  God  in  his  holinefs,  was 
deep  abafement  of  foul  for  his  unfuitablenefs  to  fo  holy  a  God; 
ver.  5.  «  Then  faid  I,  woe  is  me,  for  I  am  undone,  becaufe  I  am 
"  a  man  of  unclean  lips,"  &c.  And  this  is  real  communion  with 
God  in  his  holinefs.  Thus  Job  .who  had  fliflly  defended  his  own 
integrity  againfl  men,  yet  when  God  enters  the  lifts  with  him,  and 
he  faw  what  a  great  and  holy  God  he  had  to  do  with,  cried  out^ 
Job  xl.  4,  5.  «  Behold,  I  am  vile,  what  fhall  I  anfwer  thee?  I  will 
"  lay  my  hand  upon  my  mouth.  Once  have  I  fpoken,  but  I  will 
"  not  anfwer;  yea,  twice,  bijt  I  will  proceed  no  farther."  q.  d.  I 
have  done.  Lord,  I  have  done ;  I  could  anfwer  men,  but  I  can- 
not anfwer  thee :  Thou  art  holy,  but  I  am  vile. 

2,  There  are  fometimes  reprefentations  of  the  goodnefs  and  mercy 
efGcd^  made  unto  the  fouls  of  his  people;  when  thefe  produce  an 
ingenuous  thaw  and  melting  of  the  Iieart,  into  an  humble,  thank- 
ful admiration  of  it,  and  an  anfwerable  care  of  pleafing  him  in  the 
ways  of  obedience,  then  have  men  communion  with  God  in  bis 
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goodnef^.    The  goodnefs  of  God  runs  down  to  ipen  in  a  douUe 
chanH^h  bis  goodneis  to  their  bodies^  in  external  providences;  his 
goodnefs  to  their  fouls,  in  fpiritual  mercies.     When  the  goodnefs 
of  God,  cither  way,  draws  forth  the  love  and  gratitude  of  the  foiil 
to  the  God  of  our  mercies,  then  have  we  real  communion  with 
himi    Thus  Jacob,  Gen.  ^xxii.  9,  10.  <<  And  Jacob  faid,  O  God 
♦*  of  my  father  Abraham,  and  God  of  my  father  Ifaac ;  which 
«  faidft  unto  me,  return  unto  thy  country,  and  to  thy  kindred, 
•<  and  {  will  deal  well  with  thee.     I  am  not  worthy  of  the  leait  of 
<<  all  the  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth  which  thou  hail  (liewed  un^ 
*«  to  thy  fervant ;  for  with  my  ftaff  I  pafled  over  this  Jordap,  and 
<<  now  I  am  become  two  bands."     Ah,  Lord,  I  fee  a  multitude 
of  mercies  round  about  me,  and  the  leaft  of  them  is'  greater  than 
I.  So  David,   I  Chron.  xvii.  j6,  17.  «  And  David  the  king  came 
^<  and  fat  before  the  Lord,  and  faid,  Who  am  I,  O  Lord  God, 
f(  and  what  is  mine  houfe,  that  thou  ha(l  brought  me  hithei*? 
'f  And  yet  this  was  a  fniall  thing  in  thine  eyes,  O  God,  £^c.  what 
««  can  David  fpeak  more  to  thee  V    You  fee  in  thefe  inftanccs, 
what  efFefts  the  goodnefs  of  God,  even  in  inferior,  outward  mer- 
cies ttfeth  to  produce  in  iandified  hearts.     But  then,  if  you  come 
to  fpiritual  mercies,  and  ponder  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  your  ioi}i$i 
in  pardoning,  accepting,  and  faving  fuch  vile,  iin^ul  creatures  as 
.you  have  been;  this  much  more  afle£fcs  the  hegrt,  and  overwhelms  it 
with  hojy  alloniflimcnt  j  as  you  fee  in  Paul,  i  Tim,  i.  16.  "The 
f*  grace  of  our  Lord  was  abundant :  I  was  a  perfecutor,  a  blaf- 
««  phemer,  yet  I  obtained  mercy."     So  M^ry,  that  notorious  fin- 
ner,  when  pardoning  grace  iappeared  to  her,  into  what  a  flood  of 
tears,  into  what  transports  of  love  did  the  fight  of  mercy  ca^  h^f 
foul  J  She  wept,  and  waflied  her  Saviour's  feet  with  tears  of  joy 
and  thajikfulnefs,    Luke  vii.   44'.     No   terrors  of  the  law,    no 
fnghts  of  hell,  thaw  the  heart  like  the  apprpheniions  of  pardoning 
mercy, 

(4,)  Sometimes  there  are  fpecial  reprefentations  of  the  veracity 
and  faUhfuhtefs  of  God ^  made  unto  his  people,  begetting  truft  and 
holy  cQufidcnce  in  their  fouls*,  and  whe^  they  do  fo,  then  have 
men  communion  with  God  in  his  faith&lnefs.  Thus,  Heb.  xiii* 
5,  6.  "I  will  never  le^ve  thee,  nor  forfake  thee."  There  fs  a dif- 
covery  of  the  faithfulnefs  of  God,  and  what  follows  i^pon  this  ? 
•Sec  ver.  6.  "  So  that  we  may  boldly  fay,  the  Lord  is  pur  God  \ 
<«  we  will  not  fear  what  man  can  do  unto  gs."  Here  is  faithful- 
ness in  God,  producing  truth  and  confidence  in  the  believer  ;  this 
is  that  reciprocation,  that  fweet  fellow fliip  and  comn^nnion  Wtwixt 
God  and  a  believer,  with  rcfpeft  to  his  fidelity.  «  Behold,  God 
^  is  my  lalvation:  I  will  truft  and  not  be  afraid,"  Ifa.  xii.  a-  And 
.truly,  friend,  this  is  what  the  Lord  juflly  experts  from  thce>  even 
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thy  truth  and  confidence  in  him,  thy  fteady  dependence  on  him, 
in  return  to  all  the  difcoveries  of  his  faith^Inefi  to  thee  both  in 
his  word  and  providences. 

(5.)  There  arc  manifetiations  of  the  anger^  and  difpkafure  efGoi^ 
by  the  hiding  of  his  face  from  them,  and  the  frowns  of  his  provi- 
dence :  JWhen  thefe  produce  repentance,  and  deep  humiliation  for 
fin,  an  unquietnefs,  a  rcftlefrnefs  of  fpirit  till  hereftore  his  favour, 
and  manifeft  his  reconciliation  to  the  foul ;  even  here,  alfo  is  a  red 
communion  betwixt  God  and  the  foul,  Pfal.  xxx.  7.  «  Thou  didft 
"  hide  thy  &ce,  and  I  was  troubled."  Nor  will  a  gracious  fouli^ft 
there,  but  will  take  pains  to  fue  out  a  frcfh  pardon.  PfaL  li.  8« 
<<  Make  me  to  hear  joy  and  gladnefs,  that  the  bones  which  thou 
"  hail  broken  may  rejoice  \  reflore  unto  me  the  joys  of  thy  falva* 
«  tionj'^ver.  12. 

I  cannot  here  omit  to  detcft  a  great  miftake  even  amongft  God'i 
own  people ;  many  of  them  undcrftand  not  what  communion  there 
fliould  be  with  God  under  the  manifeflitions  of  his  difpleafure  for 
fin :  They  know  the  affe^onate  mehings  of  x\ffxr  fouls  into  love^ 
praife,  &c.  to  be.  communion  with  God,  but  that  in  the  fhame^ 
grief  and  forrow  produced  in  them  by  the  manifeftations  of  God's 
difpleafure  ;  I  fay  that  even  in  thefe  things  there  may  be  commu- 
nion with  God  they  underftand  not.  But  let  me  tell  thee,  that 
cren  fuch  things  as  thefe  are  the  choice  fruits  of  the  fpirit  of  adop- 
tion, and  that  in  them  thy  foul  hath  as  real  and  beneficial  com- 
munion with  God  as  in  the  greateft  tranfports  of  (piritual  joy 
and  comfort.  O  it  is  a  blefled  frame  to  be  before  the  Lord,  as 
Ezra  was,  after  convifHon  of  thy  loofenefs,  carelefTnefs,  and  fpi- 
ritual  defilements,  the  confequents  of  thofe  fins ;  faying  with  him, 
**  O  my  God,  I  am  afhamed,  and  even  blufii  to  lift  up  my  face 
^  onto  thee,"  Ezra  ix.  6.  Shame  and  blufliing  are  as  excellent 
figns  of  communion  with  God  as  the  fweeteft  fmiles. 

Laftly^  There  are  reprefentations  and  fpecial  contemplations  of 
the  omnijcience  of  God^  producing  fincerity,  comfort  in  appeals,  and 
recourfe  to  it  in  doubts  of  our  own  upt:ightnefs :  And  this  alfo  is  a 
choice  and  excellent  method  of  communion  with  God.  (i.) 
When  the  omnifcicnce  of  God  ftrongly  obliges  the  foul  to*  finceri- 
ty and  uprightnefs,  as  it  did  David,  Pfal.  cxxxix.  11,  12.  com- 
pared with  Pfal.  xviii.  23.  "  I  was  aHb  upright  before  him."  The 
confidcration  that  he  was  always  before  the  eye  of  God  was  his 
prefcrvativc  from  iniquity,  yea,  from  his  own  iniquity.  (2.)  When 
it  produceth  comforts  in  appeals  to  it,  as  it  did  Hezekiah,  2  Kings 
XX.  3.  "  Remember  now,  O  Lord,  that  1  have  walked  before  thee 
"  in  tmth,  and  with  a  perfect  heart."  So  Job  x.  7.  he  alfo  ap- 
peals to  this'attribute,  "  Thou  knoweft  that  I  am  riot  wicked." 
v>o  dkl  Jeremiobi  Chron.  xii.  3.  <<  But  thou,  O  Lord,  knoweft 
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•*  mcj  thou  haft  fecn  me<  and  tried  my  heart  tOfwarJs  t!ice.*  (2.) 
When  wc  have  rccoiirfe  to  it  under  doubts  and  fears  of  our  own 
iiprightnefs.  Thus  did  David,  Pfal.  cxxxix.  23.  "Search  me,  0 
<*  God,  and  try  my  heart ;  prove  me,  and  fee  my  reins :  fee  if 
«*  there  be  any  way  of  wickednefs  in  me."  In  all  thefe  attributes 
of  God,  Chriftians  have  real  and  fweet  communion  with  him. 
Which  was  the  firft  thmg  to  be  opened,  to  wit,  communion  with 
God  in  the  meditation  of  his  attributes. 

a.  The  next  method  of  communion  with  God  is  in  the  exercifa 
of  our  graces  in  the  various  duties  of  religion  *  in  prayer,  hearing,  fa- 
craments,  &c.  in  all  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  influences  the 
graces  of  his  people,  and  they  return  the  fruits  thereof  in  fomc 
meafure  to  him*  As  God  hath  planted  various  graces  in  regene-^ 
rate  fouls,  (b  he  hath  appointed  various  duties  to  exercife  and  dravr 
forth  thofc  graces  \  and  when  they  da  fo,  then  have  his  people 
fweet  a£hial  communion  with  him.     And, 

(1.)  To  begin  with  the  firft  grace  that  fhews  itfelf  in  the  foul  of 
a  Chriftian,  to  wit,  repentance,  and  forrow  for  fin.  In  the  cx- 
crdfeof  this  grace  of  repentance,  the  foul  pours  out  itfelf  before 
the  Lord  with  niuch  Intternefs  and  brokennefs  of  heart ;  calls 
forth  its  ibrrows  ;  which  forrows  are  as  fo  much  feed  fown,  and, 
tn  return  thereto,  the  Lord  ufually  fends  an  anfwer  of  peace. 
Pfal.  xxxii.  4, 5.  <<  I  faid,  I  will  confefs  my  tranfgreffion,  and  thou 
«<  forgaveft  the  iniquity  of  my  fin."  Here  is  a  voice  of  forrow  fcnt 
up,  and  a  voice  of  peace  coming  down,  which  is  real  communion 
betwixt  God  and  man  in  the  exercifes  of  repentance. 

(2.)  As  there  are  feafbns  in  duty  wherein  the  faints  exercife  their 
repentance,  and  the  Lord  returns  peace ;  fo  likewife  the  Lord 
helps  them  in  their  duties  to  a6l  their  fnith^  in  return  whereunto, 
they  find  from  the  Lord  inward  fupport,  reft,  and  refrcQiment. 
Pfal.  xxvii.  13.  «  I  had  Eiiinted  unlefs  I  had  believed.^  And  oft- 
times  an  afiurance  of  the  mercies  they  have  a£led  their  faith  about, 
X  John  V.  14. 

(3.)  The  Lord  many  times  draws  forth  eminent  degrees  of  our 
love  to  him,  in  the  courfe  of  pur  duties ;  the  heart  is  filled  with 
love  to  Chrift.  The  ftrength  of  the  foul  js  drawn  forth  to  Chrift 
in  love,  and  this  the  Lord  repays  in  kind,  love  for  love.  John  xiv. 
21.  "He  that  loveth  me,  my  Father  will  love  him  ;  and  we  will 
"  come  and  make  our  abode  with  him."  Here  is  fweet  communion 
with  God  in  the  exercife  of  love.  O  what  a  rich  trade  do  Chrifti- 
ans  drive  this  way  in  their  duties  and  exercifes  of  graces  ? 

(4.)  To  mention  no  more  in  the  duties  ol pajfive  obedience^  ChriA 
tians  are  enableJ  to  exercife  their  patience,  meeknefs,  and  long- 
fufiering  for  Chrift,  in  return  to  which,  the  Lord  gives  them  the 
fingular  confolations  of  his  Spirit,  double  returns  of  joy.  <<  The 
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«  Spirit  of  glory  2hi  of  God  reftcth  upon  them,'*  i  Pet.  it.  131 
I4.  The  Lord  ftreiigtheos  them  with  paffive  fortitude»  with  all 
might  in  the  inner  man,  unto  all  long-fufiering ;  but  the  reward  of 
^  that  bng^fuffering  is  joyfiilnefsi  Col.  L  1 1.  This  is  the  trade  they 
drive  with  heaven. 

3.  Befide  communion  with  Grod  in  the  contemplation  of  his 
attributes,  and  graces  exercifed  in  the  courfe  of  duties,  there  isano* 
ther  method  of  communion  with  God  in  the  way  of  Ym  providences^ 
for  therein  alfo  his  people  walk  with  him.  To  give  a  taftp  of  this, 
let  usconfider  providence  in  a  fourfold  afpe£t  upon  the  people  of 
God. 

(1.)  There  are  affliH'tve prowdences^  rods  and  rebukes  wherewith 
the  Lord  chaftens  his  children,  this  is  the  diicipline  of  hb  houfe  | 
in  anfwer  whereunto  gracious  fouls  return  meek  and  child-like  fub- 
miffion,  a  fruit  of  tlie  Spirit  of  adoption  ;  they  are  brought  to  ac- 
cept the  puni(hment  of  their  iniquities.  And  herein  lies  comma- 
nba  with  God  under  the  rod  \  this  return  to  the  rod  may  not  be 
prefently  made,  for  there  is  much  ftubbomnefs  unmortified  in  the 
beft  hearts,  Heb.  xii.  7.  but  this  is  the  fruit  it  (hall  yield ;  and  when 
it  doth,  there  is  real  communion  between  God  and  the  afflicted  fouL 
Let  not  Chriftians  miftake  themfelves,  if  when  God  is  fmiting,  they 
arehombled,  fearchingtheir  hearts,  and  bleffing  God  for  the  difcove- 
riesof  fin  made  by  their  afflictions;  admiring  his  wifdom  in  timings 
nuxlerating,  and  chufing  the  rod  \  kiffing  it  with  a  child-like  fub* 
miffion,  and  faying,  it  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflided : 
That  foul  hath  real  communion  with  God,  though  it  may  be  for  a 
time  without  joy* 

(2.)  There  zftXitMsmYktaprowdenceJirailins  the  people  of  God} 
wfauen  the  waters  of  comfort  ebb  and  run  very  low,  wants  pinch ;  if 
then  the  foul  returns  filial  dependence  upon  fatherly  care,  faying 
vith  David,  Pfal.  xxiii.  i.  <(The  Lord  is  my  ihepherd,  I  fhallnot 
**  want  '^  it  belongs  to  him  to  provide,  and  to  me  to  depend :  *  I 
will  truft  my  Father's  care  and  love.  Here  now  is  fweet  commu- 
nion with  God  under  pinching  wants.  The  wants  of  the  body  en- 
rich the  foul,  outward  ftraitenings  are  the  occafions  of  inward  en- 
brgemcnts.  O  fee  from  hence  how  good  it  is  to  have  an  intereft  in 
God  as  a  Father  whatever  changes  of  providence  may  come  upon 
yoD. 

(3.)  There  are  feafons  wherein  the  Lord  expofes  his  people  to 
imminent  and  vifible  dangers,  when  to  the  eye  of  fenfe  there  is  no 
way  of  efoape.  Now  when  this  produces  truft  in  God,  and  re- 
fignation  to  the  pleafure  of  his  wiU^  here  is  communion  with  God 
in  times  of  diftrefs  and  difficulty.  Thus  David,  Pfal.  Ivi.  3.  <<  At, 
^  what  time  I  am  afraid  I  will  truft  in  thee."  q.  d.  Father^  I  fee 
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a  ftorm  rifingi  thy  poor  child  comes  under  his  Fathcr^s  roof  for 
fhelter  \  for  whither  fliould  a  diftr^flcd  child  go  but  to  his  Father? 
And  then>  as  to  the  ifiues  and  events  of  doubtful  |HY>vklence^ 
when  the  foul  religns  and  leaves  itfelf  tq  the  wife  difpofal  of  the 
will  of  God,  as  David  in  2  Sam.  xv.  24,  26.  «  Here  am  I,  let 
'<  him  do  with  me  as  feemeth  good  in  his  fight  -^  This  is  real  and 
fweet  communion  with  God  in  his  providences.  And  (o  much  for 
the  nature  of  communion  with  God. 

Secendljy  In  the  next  place  I  (hall  evidence  the  reality  of  com* 
munion  with  God,  and  prove  it  to  be  no  fancy.  I  confe&  it 
grieves  me  to  be  put  upon  the  proof  of  this,  but  the  atheifm  and 
profaneneft  of  the  age  we  Uve  in  feems  to  make  it  neceflary  \  for 
many  men  will  allow  nothing  for  certain  but  what  falls  under  the 
cognizance  of  fenfe.  And  O  that  they  had  their  fpiritual  fenfes 
exerdfed  I  then  they  would  fenfibly  difeem  the  reality  of  thefe 
things.  But  to  put  the  matter  out  of  queftion,  I  ihall  evidence 
the  truth  and  reality  of  the  faints  communion  with  God  divers 
ways. 

Ewdence  i.  From  the  faints'  union  with  Chrift.  If  there  he  an 
umott  betwiact  Chrift  and  believersi  then  of  neceffity  ther€  muft  be 
a  communkn  between  them  alfo.  Now  the  whole  word  of  God 
which  yon  profeis  to  be  the  rule  of  your  faith«  plainly  aflcrts  this 
union  betwixt  Chrift  and  believers  }  an  unicin  like  that  betwixt  the 
branches  and  the  root.  Job  xv.  4,  5.  or  that  betwixt  the  head  and 
the  members,  £ph.  iv»  16.  Now  if  Chrift  be  to  believers  as  the 
root  to  the  branches,  and  as  the  head  to  the  members  :  then  of 
necefBty  there  muft  be  a  communion  between  them  :  For  if  there 
were  hot  a  communion,  there  could  be  no  communications ;  and  if 
no  communications  no  life.  For  it  is  by  the  communication  of  vi* 
tal  fap  and  fpirits  from  the  root  and  firom  the  head  that  the  branch* 
es  and  members  fubfift  and  live. 

Evid.  2.  There  is  a  co-Mitation  of  Chrift  with  believers;  he  dwells 
with  them,  yea,  he  dwells  in  them,  2  Cor.  vi.  i<$.  «<  I  will  dwell 
«  in  them,  and  walk  in  them."  The  foul  of  a  believer  is  the 
temple  of  Chrift :  yea,  his  living  temple,  i  Pet.  ii.  5.  And  if 
Chrift  dwell  with  them ;  yea,  if  he  dwell  in  them  and  walk  in 
them,  then  certainly  there  muft  be  communion  betwixt  him  and 
them  ;  if  they  live  together  they  muft  converfe  rogethcr.  A  man 
indeed  may  dwell  in  his  houfe,  and  yet  cannot  be  faid  to  have  com- 
munion with  it  i  but  the  faints  are  a  living  houfe,  they  are  the  liv- 
ing temples  of  Chrift  ;  and  he  cannot  dweU  in  fi|ch  temples  capa- 
ble of  communion  with  him,  and  yet  have  no  communion  with 
them. 

Evid.  3.  The  reality  of  communion  betwixt  God  and  the  faints 
is  undeniably  evinced  firom  all  the  ipiritual  relations  into  which 
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God  hath  taken  them..  Every  believer  is  the  child  of  God  and 
the  fpoufe  of  Chrift.  God  is  the  believer's  Father,  and  the  church 
is  the  Lamb's  wife.  Chrift  calls  the  believer  not  onljr  Jiis  fervant, 
but  friend ;  henceforth  I  call  you  not  fervants,  but  friends^  &c. 
Now,  if  God  be  the  believer's  Father,  and  the  believer  be  Cjod's 
own  child»  certainly  there  muft  be  communion  between  them.  If 
Chrift  be  the  believer's  hufband,  and  the  believer  be  Chriil's  fpoufe^ 
there  muft  be  communion  between  him  and  them.  What,  no 
communion  between  the  Father  and  his  children,  the  hufband 
and  the  wife  i  We  muft  either  renounce  and  deny  all  fuch  rela- 
tions to  him,  and  therein  renounce  our  Bibles ;  or  elfe  yield  the 
conchifion^  that  there  is  a  real  communion  betwixt  Xhrift  and 
believers. 

EviiL  4.  The  reality  of  communion  with  God  evidently  ap- 
pears from  the  inftitution  and  appointment  of  fo  many  ordinances 
and  duties  of  religion,  on  purpofe  to  maintain  daily  communion 
betwixt  Chrift  and  his  people.  As  to  inftance  but  in  that  one  in-« 
ttitution  of  frayer^  a  duty  appointed  on  purpofe  for  the  foul's  meet* 
ing  with  Gody  and  communion  with  him  :  James  iv.  8.  <<  Draw 
<<  nigh  to  God,  and  ^e  will  draw  nigh  to  you."  Now,  t6  what 
purpofe  can  it  be  conceived  fuch  an  ordinance  is  appointed  for  the 
foul's  drawing  nigh  to  Ciod,  and  Ciod  to  it ;  if  there  be  no  fuch 
thing  as  communion  to  be  enjoyed  with  him  ?  If  communi<m  with 
God  were  a  mere  phantom^  as  the  carnal  world  thinks  it  to  be, 
what  encouragement  have  the  faints  to  bow  their  knees  to  the  God 
and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ?  But  furely  there  is  an  ac- 
ceis  to  God  in  prayer,  Eph.  iii.  I2»  <<  In  whom  we  have  boldnefSj 
'*  and  accefs  with  confidence."  Acceis  to  what  ?  If  t  lod  be  not 
there,  and  that  there  can  be  no  communion  w;ith  him,  what  means 
that  acceis  ?  <<  I  will  meet  with  you,  faith  the  Lord,  and  I  will 
"  commune  with  you  in  every  place  where  I  record  my  name," 
Exod.  XXV.  22.  Certainly  duties  bad  never  been  appointed, 
but  far  the  fake  of  God's  communmg  with  us,  and  we  with 
him. 

Evid.  5.  This  is  yet  further  evidenced  from  the  mutual  deOres 
both  oi  Chrift  and  his  people  to  be  in  fweet  and  intimate  communis 
on  one  with  the  other.  The  fcripture  fpeaks  much  of  the  faints 
vehement  defires  of  communion  with  Chrift,  and  of  Chrift's  de- 
ilres  after  communion  with  the  faints,  and  of  both  jointly.  The 
faints  defires  after  communion  with  him  are  frequent  in  all  the 
fcriptures,  fee  Pfal.  Ixiii.  i,  2,  3.  Pfal.  xlii.  i.  Pfal.  cxix.  20.  and 
the  like  throughout  the  New  Teftament.  And  Chrift  is  no  lefs 
ilefirous,  yea,  he  is  much  more  defirous  of  communion  with  us 
than  we  are  with  him*  Confider  that  expreffion  of  his  to  the 
^pouie,  in  Cant.  viii.  13.  <^  O  thou  that  dwelleft  in  the  gardens. 
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^<  the  companions  hearken  to  tUy  voice ;  cauie  me  to  hear  it.** 
As  if  he  fhould  fay,  O  my  peoples  you  frequently  converie  one 
with  another,  you  talk  daily  together ;  why  (hall  not  you  and  I 
converfe  one  with  another :  Youfpeak  often  to  men,  O  that  you 
would  fpeak  more  frequently  to  me  !  <<  Let  me  fee  thy  counte- 
«*  .nance,  let  me  hear  thy  voice  ;  for  thy  voice  is  ^weet,  and  thy 
<*  countenance  is  comely."  And  then  thefe  defires  are  mutually  ex* 
preiTed  one  to  another,  Rev.  xxii.  20.  Sureiy  (faith  Chrift)  /  mm 
quickly^  amen :  Evenfo  ctme^  Lord  Jefus^  faith  the  church.  Now  if 
tiicre  be  Aich  vehement  mutual  deiires  after  communion  betwixt 
Chrift  and  his  people  in  this  world;  then  certainly  there  is  fuch  a 
thing  as  real  communion  between  them,  or  elfe  both  muft  live  a 
very  rcftlcfs  and  diffatisfied  life. 

hvid.  6.  The  mutual  complaints  that  are  found  on  both  fides  of 
the  interruption  of  communion,  plainly  prove  there  is  fuch  a  thing. 
If  God  complain  of  his  people  for  their  eftrangements  from  him^ 
and  the  faints  complain  to  God  about  his  filence  to  them,  and  the 
hidings  of  his  face  from  them ;  furely  then  there  muft  be  a  com- 
munion between  themj  or  elfe  there  could  be  no  ground  of  com- 
plaints for  the  interruptions  of  it.  But  it  is  roanifeft  God  doth 
complain  of  his  people  for  their  eftrangements  from  him,  Jer.  ii. 
5.  "  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  I  remember  thee,  the  kindnefs  of  thy 
<*  youth,  and  the  love  of  thy  efpoufals.  What  iniquity  have  your 
*«  fathers  found  in  me,  that  they  are  gone  far  from  me  ?"  As  if 
he  fhould  lay.  You  and  I  have  been  better  acquaintedin  days  paft  \ 
what  cauie  have  I  given  for  your  eftrangements  from  me?  And  thus 
Chrift  in  like  manner  complains  of  the  church  of  Ephefus  \  after 
he  had  commended  many  things  in  her,  yet  one  thing  grieves  and 
troubles  him,  Rev.  li.  4.  «*  Neverthelcfs  I  have  fomcwhat  againft 
««  thee,  becaufc  thou  haft  left  thy  firft  love."  And  then  on  the 
other  fide,  when  the  Lord  hides  his  face,  and  feems  to  efhunge 
himfelf  from  his  people ;  what  fad  lamentations  and  moans  do  they 
make  about  it,  as  an  afflidtion  they  know  not  how  to  bear  ?  Thus 
Henian,  Pfal.  Ixxxviii.  14.  "Lord,  why  cafteft  thou  off  my  foul  ? 
"  Why  hideft  thou  thy  face  from  me  ?"  So  Pfal.  xxvii.  9.  «  Hide 
♦  •*  not  thy  face  from  me  ?  put  not  thy  fervant  away  in  anger."  This 
is  what  they  cannot  bear. 

E^3id.  7.  The  reality  of  communion  with  God  is  made  vifible  to 
others,  in  the  fenfible  effeAs  of  it  upon  the  faints  that  enjoy  it. 
There  are  vifible  figns  and  tokens  of  it  appearing  to  the  conviction 
of  others.  Thus  that  marvellous  change  that  appeared  upon  the 
very  countenance  of  Hannah,  after  fhe  had  poured  out  her  heart 
in  prayer,  and  the  Lord  had  anfwered  her  \  it  is  noted,  2  Sam.  i. 
1 8.  "  She  went  away,  and  her  countenance  was  no  more  fad." 
Tou  might  have  read  in  hia  face  that  God  had  fpoken  peace  and 
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fati^aftion  to  her  heart.  Thus)  when  the  difciples  had  been  with 
Chrii^,  the  mark  of  communion  with  him  was  viiible  to  others^ 
Afts  iv.  13.  «*  Now  whefi  they  faw  the  boldnefs  of  Peter  and  John^ 
«  they  marvelled,  and  took  knowlt^dge  of  them  that  they  had  been 
"  with  Jefus."  It  is  fweet,  Chriftlan,  when  the  heavenly  cheer- 
iulnefs,  and  fpirituality  of  thy  converfations  with  men,  ftiall  convince 
others  that  thou  haft  i^een  with  Jefus.  ' 

Evid.  8.  We  may  prove  the  reality  of  communion  with  God, 
from  the  impoffibiUty  of  fuflaining  thofe  troubles  the  faints  do 
without  it.  If  prayers  did  not  go  up,  and  anfwers  come  down,  there 
were  no  living  for  a  Cliriflian  in  this  world.  Prayer  is  the  out-let 
of  the  faints  forrows,  and  the  in-let  of  their  fupports  and  comforts, 
Rom.  viii.  26. '  Say  not,  other  men  have  their  troubles  as  well  as 
the  faints,  and  yet  they  make  a  ihift  to  bear  them  without  the 
help  of  communion  with  God.  It  is  true,  carnal  men  have  their 
troubles,  and  thofe  troubles  are  often  too  heavy  for  them,  ^be 
jvirrfnDS  of  the  Hvorid  work  death;  but  carnal  men  have  no  fuch 
troubles  as  the  faints  have,  for  they  have  their  inward,  fpiritual 
troubles,  as  well  as  their  outward  troubles.  And  inward  troubles 
are  the  finking  troubles  5  but  this  way  the  ftrength  of  God  comes 
in  to  fuccour  them :  And  except  they  had  a  God  to  go  to,  and 
fetch  comfort  from,  they  could  never  bear  them.  Pfal.  xxvii.  13. 
^  I  had  fainted  unlefs  I  had  believed."  Paul  had  funk  under  the 
baffetings  of  Satan,  unlefs  he  hud  gone  once  and  again  to  his  God, 
and  received  this  anfwer,  "  My  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee."  2  Cor. 
xii.  9. 

Evid.  9.  We  conclude  ^he  reality  of  communion  with  God,  from 
the  end  of  the  faints  vocation.  We  read  frequently  in  fcripture  of 
eSedhial  calling  \  now  what  is  that  to  which  God  calls  his  people, 
out  of  the  ftate  of  nature,  but  unto.fellowlhip  and  communion  with 
Jefus  Chrift  ?  i  Cor.  i.  9.  "  God  is  faithful,  by  whom  ye  arc  call- 
"  ed  unto  the  fellowlhip  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord."  They 
are  called,  you  fe^,  into  a  life  of  communion  with  Chrift ;  therefore 
certainly  there  is.  fuch  a  communion,  elfe  the  faints  are  called  to  the 
enjoyment  of  a  fancy,  inftead  of  a  privilege,  which  is  the  greateft 
reproach  that  can  be  caft  upon  the  faithful  God  that  called  them. 

Evid*  10.  Laftly,  In  a  word,  the  characters  and  defcriptions 
given  to  the  faints  in  fcripture,  evidently  prove  their  life  of  com- 
mumon  with  God.  The  men  of  thb  world  are  manifeftly  diftin- 
guifhcd  firom  the  people  of  God  in  fcripture  ;  they  are  called.  The 
children  of  this  world:  the  faints.  The  children  of  lights  Luke  xvi.  8* 
They  arc  faid  to  be  after  the flejby  faints  to  be  ajter  the  Spirit^  Rom, 
viii.  5.  They  mind  earthly  thintrj^  but  the  faints  converfuion  is  in 
hioven,  Phil.  iii.  19,  20.  By  ail  which  it  undeniably  appears  that 
there  is  a  reality  in  the  doArine  of  communion  betwixt  Chrift  and 
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his  people.  We  are  not  impofed  upon,  it  is  no  cunnbglf  devifed 
fable  J  but  a  thing  whofe  foundationals  as  fure  as  its  nature  is  fweet, 
^  Thirdly^  In  the  laft  place,  I  Avail  (hew  you  the  tranfcendent  ex- 
cellency of  this  life  of  communion  with  God  :  it  is  the  life  of  our 
life,  the  joy  of  our  hearts;  a  heaven  upon  earth,  as  will  appear  by 
thefe  twenty  excellencies  thereof  following. 

I.  Excellency,  It  is  the  affimilating  indrument  whereby  the  foul 
is  moulded  and  fa(hioned  after  the  image  of  God.  This  is  the 
excellency  of  communion  with  God,  to  make  the  foul  like  him. 
There  is  a  two- fold  affimilatiG/i^  or  conformity  of  the  foul  to  God, 
the  one  perfect  and  complete,  the  other  inchoate  and  in  part.  Pcr- 
fe£V  afllmilation  is  the  privilege  of  the  perfedl  ftate,  refulting  from 
the  immediate  vifion  and  perfeft  communion  the  foul  hath  with 
God  in  glory,  i  John  iii.  2.  "  When  he  fhall  appear,  we  (hall  be 
«  like  him,  for  we  (hall  fee  him  as  he  is."  Perfcft  vifion  pro- 
duceth  perfcft  affimilation  ;  but  the  foul's  affimilation  or  impcrfcft 
conformity  to  God  in  this  world,  is  wrought  and  gradually  carried 
on,  by  daily  communion  with  him.  And  as  our  commuqion  with 
God  here,  grows  up  more  and  more  into  fpu-ituality  and  power,  fo 
in  an  anfwerable  degree  doth  our  conformity  to  him  advance:  2 
Cor.  iii.  18.  "But  we  all,  with  open  face,  beholding,  as  inaglals, 
"the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from 
««  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord."  All  forts  of  com* 
niunion  among  men  have  an  ai!imilating  efficacy  ;  he  that  walks  io 
vain  company  is  made  vainer  th'an  he  was  before  \  and  he  that 
walks  in  fpiritual,  heavenly  company,  will  be  ordinarily  more  fe- 
rious  than  he  was  before  :  But  nothing  fo  transforms  the  fpirit  of 
a  man  as  communion  with  God  idoth.  Thofc  are  moft  hke  unto 
God  that  converfe  moft  frequently  with  him.  The  beauty  of  the 
Lord  is  upon  thofe  fouls ;  it  figures  the  fpirit  of  a  man  after  the 
Divine  pattern.  Tl)at  \^  the  fir  ft  excellency  of  conun  union  with 
God,  it  iiffimilates  them  to  Ciod. 

II.  Excellency,  It  is  the  beauty  of  the  foul,  in  the  eyes  of  God 
and  all  good  men  ;  it  makes  the  face  to  fliine.  No  outward  fplen- 
dor  attracts  like  this  -,  it  makes  a  man  the  moft  defirable  compa* 
nion  in  the  whole  world  :  i  John  i.  3.  "  Thefe  things  have  I 
<*  written  unto  you,  that  you  might  have  fellowfhip  with  us  :  and 
«  truly  onr  fellowlhip  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jefus 
"  Chnft."  This  v.-as  the  great  and  only  inducement  the  apG/lU 
makes  ufe  of  to  draw  the  world  into  fcllowfliip  with  the  faints, 
that  their  fcllowfliip  is  with  Ciod.  And  if  there  were  ten  thoufand 
other  inducements,  yet  none  like  this.  You  read  of  a  blefled  time, 
Zech.  viii.  when  the  earth  fliall  be  full  of  holinefs  -,  when  the  Jews, 
that  are  now  as  a  loll  generation  to  the  eye  of  fenfe,  (hall  be  call- 
ed, and  an  eminent  degree  of  fandification  fhall  he  viiible  in 
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them;  and  then  fee  tlic  cfFoft  of  this,  vcr.  23.  «'  In  thofc  days, 
«  ten  men  ihall  take  hold,  out  of  all  languages  of  the  nations, 
"  even  ffaall  take  hold  of  the  Ikirts  of  him  that  is  a  Jew,  faying, 
•*  We  will  go  with  you,  for  we  have  heard  that  God  is  with  you." 
This  is  the  powerful  attractive,  the  Lord  is  with  you ;  it  is  the  tScSi 
of  communion  with  God,  which  makes  the  righteous  more  excel- 
lent than  his  neighbour,  Prov.  xii.  26.  What  a  ^ail  and  vifible 
difference  doth  this  make  between  one  man  an  1  another  I  How 
heavenly,  fweet,  and  defirable  are  the  converfations  and  company  of 
feme  men  1  How  frothy,  burthenfome,  and  unproBtable  is  the 
company  of  others  !  and  what  makes  the  difference  but  only  this, 
the  one  walks  in  communion  with  God,  the  other  is  alienated 
from  the  life  of  God. 

III.  Excellency.  It  is  the  centre  which  refts  the  motions  of  ai 
weary  foul :  it  is  the  reft  and  refreshment  of  a  man's  fpirit,  PfaL 
cxfL  7.  Return  unto  thy  rejlj  O  my  foul.  When  we  attain  perfeft 
communion  with  C7od  in  heaven,  w<^  attain  to  perfeA  reft,  and 
all  the  reft  the  fpirit  of  man  finds  on  c:irth,  is  found  in 
communion  with  God.  Take  a  fan6tified  perfon,  who  hath  in- 
termitted for  ibme  time  his  communion  with  the  Lord,  and  aik 
him,  Is  your  foul  at  reft  and  eafe?  He  will  tell  you,  no!  The  mo- 
tions of  his  foul  are  like  thofe  of  a  member  out  of  joint,  neither 
comely  nor  eafy.  Let  that  man  recover  his  fpiritual  frame  again, 
and,  with  it,  he  recovers  his  reft  and  comfort.  Chriftians,  you 
meet  with  variety  of  troubles  in  this  world-,  many  a  fweet  comfort 
is  cut  oflF,  many  a  hopefid  project  dafhed  by  the  hand  of  providence; 
and  what  think  you  is  the  meaning  of  thofe  blafting,  difappointing 
providences?  Surely  this  is  their  defign  and  errand,  to  difturb  your 
ialfe  reft  in  the  bofom  of  the  creature;  to  pluck  away  thofe  pillows 
you  were  laying  your  heads  upon,  tiiat  thereby  you  might  be  re- 
duced unto  God,  and  recover  your  loft  communion  with  himj  and 
fay,  with  David,  "  Return  unto  thy  reft,  O  my  foul."  Some- 
times we  arc  fettling  ourfelves  to  reft  in  an  cftate,  in  a  child,  or 
the  like;  at  this  time  it  is  ufuai  with  God  to  fay,  go,  lofTes,  fmite 
and  blaft  fuch  a  man's  eftate;  go,  death,  and  take  away  the  dciire 
of  his  eyes  with  a  ftrokc,  that  my  child  may  find  reft  no  where  but 
in  mc.  God  is  the  ark;  the  foul,  like  the  dove  Noah  fent  forth, 
let  it  fly  where  it  will,  it  fhall  find  no  reft  till  it  come  back  to 
God. 

IV.  Excellency.  It  is  the  defire  of  all  gracious  fouls  throughout 
the  world.  Where-ever  there  is  a  gracious  foul,  the  defires  of 
that  foul  arc  working  after  communion  with  God.  As  Chrift  was 
called,  STv  defire  of  all  nations,  fo  communion  with  him,  is  the  de^ 
fire  of  all  faints  :  and  this  fpeaks  the  excellency  of  it,  Pfal.  xxvii.  4. 

'*  One  thing  have  I  dcfired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  feck  after  i 
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«  that  I  might  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  all  the  days  of  nf 
«  life,  to  fee  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  enquire  in  his  tctn* 
•«  pie;"  i.  c.  to  enjoy  communion  with  him  in  the  public  duties 
of  his  worship.  One  thing  kavc  I  deftved^  that  is,  one  thing  above 
all  other  things  ;  fuch  a  one,  as,  if  God  (hall  give  me,  I  can  com« 
fortably  bear  the  want  of  all  other  things.  Lee  him  deny  me  what 
he  will,  if  fo  be  he  will  not  deny  me  this  one  thing ;  this  odc 
thing  (hall  richly  recompenfe  the  want  of  all  other  things.  Hence 
the  deiires  of  the  faints  are  fo  intenfe  and  fervent  after  this  one 
thing;  Pfal.  xlii.  i.  «  My  foul  pantcth  after  thee,  O  God  ;''  and 
Pfal.  cxix.  81.  "'My  foul  fainteth  for  thy  falvation/'  Pfal.  ci.  2. 
««  When  wilt  thou  come  unto  me  ?"  No  duties  can  fatisfy  without 
It,  the  (bul  cannot  bear  the  delays,  much  lefs  the  denials  of  it. 
They  reckon  their  lives  worth  nothing  without  it.  Minifters  may 
come,  ordinances  and  fabbaths  may  come-,  but  there  is  no  fatis^ 
£iction  to  the  defires  of  a  gracious  heart,  till  God  comes  too ;  0 
nvhin  wilt  thou  come  unto  me?         - 

V.  Excellency.  As  it  is  the  deftrey  fo  it  is  the  delight  of  all  thtf 
children  of  God,  both  in  heaven  and  earth.  As  conuzninion  with 
the  faints  is  the  delight  of  Chrid,  Cant.  ii.  14.  "  Let  mc  hear  thy 
<<  voice:*'  and  again.  Cant.  viii.  13.  " The  companions  hearken 
«  .to  thy  voice  ;  caufe  me  to  hear  it :"  So  communion  with  Chrift 
IS  the  delight  of  his  people.  Cant.  ii.  3.  "  I  fat  under  his  (hadow 
«  with  great  delight,  and  hb  fruit  was  fweet  unto  my  tafte/'  It 
B  the  pleafure  of  Chrift  to  fee  the  yearning  countenances,  the  bla(h« 
ing  cheeks,  the  dropping  eyes  of  his  people  upon  their  knees ;  and 
it  is  the  delight  of  the  faints  to  fee  a  fmile  upon  his  face,  to  hear  a 
voice  of  pardon  and  peace  from  his  lips.  I  muft  tell  you,  Chrif* 
tians,  you  muft  look  for  no  fuch  delights  as  thefe,  in  any  earthly 
enjoyment,  none  better  than  thefe,  till  you  come  home  to  glory ; 
communion  with  God  then  appears  moft  excellent  in  as  much  as  it 
is  found  to  be  the  defire  and  delight  of  all  gracious  foub. 

VL  Excellency.  It  is  the  ettvy  of  Satan ^  that  which  cutsan^  grates 
that  wicked  fpirit.  O  how  it  grates,  and  galls  that  proud  and 
envious  fpirit,  to  fee  n)en  and  women  enjoying  the  felicity,  and 
pleafure  of  that  communion  with  God,  from  which  he  himfelf  is 
£illen,  and  cut  off  forever !  to  fee  the  faints  imbofomed-in  delight* 
ful  communion  with  Chrift,  whiift  himfelf  feels  the  pangs  of  horror, 
and  defpair !  this  is  what  he  cannot  endure  to  behold.  And  there- 
fore you  (hould  find  in  your  experience,  that  times  of  communion 
with  Ciod  are  ufually  bufy  times  of  temptation  from  the  devil. 
Zech.  iii.  I.  **  And  he  (hewed  me  Jo(hua  the  high-prieft  ftanding 
<<  before  the  Lord,  and  Satan  ftanding  at  his  right  hand  to  reiift 
<(  him."  It  is  well  for  thee,  Chriftian,  that  thou  haft  an  advocaU 
ftanding  at  God's  right  hand  to  reiift,  and  fruibiate  lus  attempts 
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Qpon  thee  \  otherwiie  Satm  would  this  way  deftroy  your  com- 
muoien  with  God,  and  make  that  which  is  now  your  delight,  to  be 
your  terror«  Many  ways  doth  the  devil  oppofe  the  faints  commu- 
nion with'  God  ;  foraetimes  he  labours  to  divert  them  from  it :  this 
bafineis  (hall  fall  in,  or  that  occafion  fall  oat|  on  purpofe  to  divert 
thy  ibui's  approach  to  God ;  but  if  be  cannot  prevail  there^  then 
he  hbours  to  dift^ft  your  thoughts,  and  break  them  into  a 
thooiand  vanities  ;  or  if  he  fucceed  not  there,  then  he  attacks  you 
Id  yoar  return  from  duty,  with  fpiritual  pride,  fecurity,  (ffr.  thefb 
fierce  oppofitioins  of  hell  difcover  the  worth,  and  excellency  of 
communion  with  God. 

Vn.  ExceUencj.  It  is  the  end  of  all  ordinances,  and  duties  of 
reiigion.  God  hath  inf^ituted  every  ordinance,  and  duty,  whe- 
ther public  or  private,  to  beget,  and  maintain  communion  betwtxt 
himfelf  and  our  fouls.  What  are  ordinances,  duties,  and  graces, 
bat  perfpeftive-ghflcs  to  give  us  a  fight  of  God,  and  help  us  to 
communion  with  him  ?  God  never  intended  his  ordinances  to  be 
our  reil,  but  mediums^  and  inftruments  of  communion  with  himfel^ 
who  is  our  true  reft.  When  we  go  into  a  hai^  it  is  not  with  an 
intention  to  dwell,  and  reft  there,  but  to  ferry  us  over  the  water^ 
where  our  bufinefs  lies.  If  a  man  mifs  of  communion  with  Gcfd  m 
the  heft  ordinances,  or  duty,  it  yields'  him  little  comfdrt.  tHc 
comet  back  from  it,  like  a  man  that  hath  travelled  a  great  many 
miles  to  meet  a  dear  friend,  upon  fpecial  and  important  bufinels ; 
but  met  with  difappointment,  and  returns  fad  and  diilatisfied. 
God  appomts  ordinances  to  be  meeting-places  with  himfelf  in  thig 
world,  Exod.  xxv.  af ,  aa.  <*  Thou  (halt  put  the  mercy-feat  above 
**  upon  the  ark,  and  in  the  ark  thou  (halt  put  the  teftimony  that 
*'  I  fhall  give  thee ;  and  there  I  will  meet  with  thee,  and  I  will 
"  commune  with  thee,  from  above  the  mercy  feat,  from  between 
«  the  twocherubims/'  It  was  not  the  fight  of  the  golden  cherubims^ 
or  of  the  ark  overlaid  with  pure  gold,  that  could  have  fatisfied 
Mofes,  had  not  the  fpecial  prefcnce  of  God  been  there,  and  he  had 
had  communion  with  him.  *«  O  God,  (faith  David)  my  foul 
«*  thaileth  for  thee,  that  I  might  fee  thy  beauty,  and  thy  glorjf, 
'^  (b  as  I  have  feen  thee  in  the  lanftuary,"  Pfal.  Ixiii.  i,  2.  Mag- 
nificent ftru^res,  artificial  ornaments  of  the  places  of  wor(faip,  are 
of  iictic  account  with  a  gracious  foul;  it  is  the  prefence  of  God, 
and  communion  with  him,  which  is  the  beauty  and  glory  the  faints 
defire  co  befaoid« 

VIII,  ExcHlemcy,  It  is  the  evidence  of  our  union  with  fchrift 
md  intcreft  in  him.  All  union  with  Chrift  muft  evidence  itfelf  by 
a  life  of  communion  wkh  him,  or  our  pretenfions  to  it  are  vain  and 
groundleis.     There  be  many  of  you  (I  wi(h  there  were  more)  en* 

Vol.  IV-  K  k 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


2S4  England's  Duty. 

quiring  after  evidences  and  figns  of  your  union  with  Chrift ;  wby, 
here  is  an  evidence  that  can  never  fail  you  :  do  you  live  in  commu- 
nion with  him  ?  May  your- life  be  called  a  walking  with  God,  as 
Enoch's  was  ?  Then  you  may  be  fure  you  have  uiiion  with  hinii 
and  this  is  fo  fure  a  fign,  as  death  itfelf  (which  lifts  to  difcoTcr  the 
vanity  of  falfe,  figns)  will  never  be  able  to  deftroy.  2  Kings  xx.  2, 
3.' ««  Remember  now,  O  Lord,  (faith  Hczekiah)  that  I  have  walk- 
««  ed  before  thee  in  truth,  and  in  a  perfcft  heart."  O  profeffors ! 
it  will  be  a  dreadful  thing  (whatever  ungrounded  hopes  and  falfe 
comforts  you  now  have)  to  find  them  (hrinking  away  firom  yea, 
as  certainly  they  will  do  at  death  ;  and  all  upon  this  account :  I 
have  been  a  man  of  knowledge,  I  haive  been  frequent  in  the 
external  duties  of  religion,  but  my  heart  was  not  in  them  \  I  had 
no  communion  with  the  Lord  in  them,  and  now  God  is  a  terror  to 
my  foul.  I  am  going  to  his  awful  bar,  and  have  not  one  found  evi- 
dence to  carry  along  with  me.  That  b  a  remarkable  place,  GtL 
V.  25.  «« If  we  live  in.  the  Spirit,  let  us  alfo  walk  in  the  Spirit  5** 
that  is,  let  us-  evidence  the  life  of  grace  in  us  by  exercifing  that 
grace  in  a  life  of  communion  with  God.  When  all  is  faid,  this 
is  the  fureft  evidence  of  our  union  with  Chrill ;.  and  no  gifts  or 
performances  whatfoevcr  can  amount  to  an  evidence  of  our  union 
with  Chriil  without  it. 

IX.  Excellency.  It  is  eafe  in  all  pains,  fwcet  and  fenfible  cafe  to 
a  troubled  foul.  Look,  as  the  bleeding  of  a  vein  cools,  ^fes,  and 
refrefhes  a  fevefifh  body  ;  fo  the  opening  of  the  foul  by  a£b  of 
communion  with  God,  gives  fenfible  eaCe  to  a  burdened  foul: 
grie6  areeafed  by  groans  heavenward.  Many  fouls  are  deeply  la- 
den with  their  own  fears,  cares,  and  u.  ./efles ;  no  refrefhment  for 
fuch'a  foul,  no  fuch  anodyne  in  the  whole  world  as  communion  with 
God  is,  Pfal.  xxxii.  1,  2,  3.  How  did  troubles*  boil  in  David's 
foul  ?  night  and  day  God*s  hand  was  heavy  on  him ;  his  foul,  as 
£lihu  fpeaks,  was  like  bottles  full  of  new  wiue  ;  he  mud  fpc^  to 
God  that  he  may  be  refrefhed  :  and  fp  he  did,  and  was  refireflied 
by  it.  «  I  faid,  I  will  confefs  my  tranfgreffions  unto  the  Lord,  and 
««  thou  forgaveft  the  iniquity  of  my  fin."  It  would  grieve  one 
to  fee  how  many  poor  diftfefled  fouls  carry  their  troubles  up  and 
down  the  world,  making  their  complaints  to  one  and  another ; 
but  no  eafe.  Away  to  thy  God,  poor  Chriftian,  get  thee  into  thy 
clofet,  pour  out '  thy  foul  before  him ;  and  that  eafe  which  thou 
feekeft  in  vain  elfewherc,  will  there  be  found,  or  no  where. 

X.  Excellency.  It  is  food  to  the  foul,  and  the  mofk  delicious, 
pleafant,  proper,  and  fatisfying  food  that  ever  it  tafled  $  it  is 
hidden  mannas  Rev.  ii.  1 7.  <<  By  thefe  things,  O  Lord,,  do  men 
<^  live,  and  in  them  is  the  life  of  their  foul,"  Ifa.  xxviii.  16. 
A  regenerate  foul  cannot  live  without  it  -,  their  bodies  can  live  as 
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well  without  bread  or  breath  as  their  fouls  without  communion 
with  God  :  it  is  more  than  their  necefTary  fxHxl.  Here  they  find 
what  they  truly  call  marrow  and  fatnefs^  Pfal.  Ixiii.  5,  6.  O  the 
fatisfa£t]onland  fupport  they  fuck  out  of  fpiritual  things  by  thoughts 
and  meditations  upon  them !  «<  To  be  fpiritually  minded  is  life 
"  and  peace/*  Rom.  viii.  6.  The  delicacies  upon  princes  tables 
are  hulks  and  chaff  to  this.  Cro^vs  and  vultures  can  live  u^n  the 
carrion  of  tWs  world,  but  a  renewed  foul  cannot  fubfift  long  with- 
out God.  Let  fuch  a. foul  be  diverted  for  a  time  from  its  ufual  re* 
frefhments  this  way,  and  he  (hall  find  fomething  within  paining 
him  like  the  fucking  and  drawing  of  an  empty  flromach.  It  is 
angel's  food,  it  is  that  your  foub  muft  live  upon  throughout  eterni- 
ty, and  mo(l  happily  too. 

XI.  Exceiiencj,  .  It  is  the  guard  of  the  foul  againft  the  afTaults  of 
temptation.  It  is  like  zjbield  advanced  againft  the  fiery  darts  of 
that  wicked  one.  Your  fafety  and  fecurity  He  in  drawing  nigh  to 
God.  Pfal.  hxiii.  27,  28.  "  They  that  arc  far  from  thee  (hall 
**  perifh":  but  it  is  good  for  Hie  to*  draw  near  to  God."  It  is  good 
indeed ;  not  only  the  good  of  comfort y  but  the  good  oifafity  is  in  it.  * 
Deut.  -xxxixu  12.  "  The  beloved  of  the  Lord  (hall  dwell  in  fafety 
*'  by  him.'*  You  know  the  gracious  prefcnce  of  God  is  your 
fliield  and  fafety ;  and  if  you  will  have  the  Lord  thus  prefent  with 
you  in  aH  your  fears,  ilraits,  and  dangers,  fee  that  you  keep  near 
to  him  tn'^he  duties  of  communion :  «  For  the  Lord  is  with  you 
"  whiHV^ou  arc  with  him,"  2  Chron.  xv.  2. 

XUrExcel/fficy.  It  is  the  honour  of  the  foul,  and  the  greateft 
honour  that  ever  God  conferred  on  any  creature.  It  is  the  glory 
of  the  holy  angels  in  heaven,  to  be  always  beholding  the  face  of 
God,  Matth.  xviii.  10.  O  that  God  fhould  admit  poor  duil  and 
aflies  unto  fuch  a  neamefs  to  himfelf !  to  walk  with  a  iiftg,  and 
have  frequent  converfe  with  him,  put  a  great  deal  of  honour  up- 
on ^fuhjeff :  but  the  faints  walk  with  God  ;  fo  did  Enoch,  fb  do 
all  the  faints,  i  John  i.  3.  «  Truly  our  fellow  (hip  is  with  the 
"  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Chrift  Jefus."  They  have  liberty  and 
acceis  with  confidence ;  the  I-ord  as  it  were  delivers  them  the 
goldeii  key  of  prayers  by  which  they  may  come  into  his  prefencc 
on  all  occafions  with  the  freedom  of  children  to  a  father. 

XIIL  Excfilency.  It  is  the  inftrument  of  mortificati()n',  and  the 
moft  excellent  and  fuccefsful  infhiiment  for  that  purpofe  in  all 
the  world,  Gal.  v.  16.  "  This  I  fay  then,  walk  in  the  Spirit,  and 
«  ye  (hall  not  fulfil  the  works  of  the  flefh.**  Walking  m  the  Spi- 
rit is  the  fame  thing  with  walking  in  communion  with  God.  Now^ 
faith  that  apoftle,  if  you  thus  walk  in  the  Spirit,  in  the  actings  of 
faith,  love,  and  obedience,  throughout  the  courfe  of  holy  duties,  the 
cfiedt  of  this  will  be,  that  ye  (hall  not  fulfil  the  iufts  of  the  flcfh. 
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He  doth  not  fa]^  Tou  (hall  not  feel  the  motions  of  fin  in  you,  or 
temptations  to  fin  alTaulting  you ;  but  he  faith.  You  fiiall  not  fiilfil 
the  lutls  of  the  fieQi|  fin  fiiall  not  have.dominioa  over  you;  this 
will  let  out  the  life-blood  of  fin.  A  temptation  overcome  this 
way  is  more  effedually  fubdued  than  by  all  the  vows,  reiblutions, 
and  external  means  in  the  world  :  as  a  candle  that  is  blown  out 
with  a  puff  of  breath  may  be  re-kindled  by  another  puff:  but  if  it 
be  quenched  in  water  it  is  not  fo  eafily  Ughted  again :  fo  it  is  here ; 
you  never  find  that  power  or  fuccefs  in  temptations  when  your 
hearts  are  up  with  God  in  their  exercifes  of  faith  and  love,  as  you 
do  when  your  hearts  liang  loofe  from  him,  and  dead  towards  him. 
The  fcboolmen  aifign  this  as  one  r.eafon  why  the  faints  In  heaven 
are  impeccable,  no  fin  can  fafi:en  upon  them,  becaufe,  fay  they,  they 
there  enjoy  the  beatifical  vifion  of  God.  This  is  fure,  the  more 
communion  any  man  hath  with  GpdfOn  eanh,  the  fireer  he  lives 
from  the  power  of  his  corruptions. 

XIV.  Exc^lency.  It  is  the  kernal  of  all  duties  and  ordinances : 
words,  gefiures,  &c.  are  but  the  integuments,  huflcs,  and  fliells 
of  duties.  Communion  with  God  is  the  fweet  kernal^  the  pleafant 
and  nouriihing  food  which  lies  within  them ;  you  fee  the  fruits  of 
the  earth  are  covered  and  defended  by  huiks,  (hells,  and  fych 
like  integuments  \  within  which  lie  the  pleafant  kernals  and  grains, 
and  thefe  are  the  food.  The  hypocrite  who  goes  no  fuithcr  than 
the  externals  of  religion,  is  therefore  faid  to  feed  on  afiios,  Ifa.  xliv. 
20.  to  fpend  his  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and  his  labour 
for  that  which  fatisfieth  not,  Ifa.  Iv.  2.  He  feeds  but  upooliuiks, 
m  which  there  is  but  little  pleafure  or  nourifhment.  What  a  poor 
houfe  doth  a  hypocrite  keep  ?  Words,  geftures,  ceremonies  of  re- 
ligion, will  never  fill  the  foul  \  hut  communion  with  God  is  fttb« 
ftantial  nouriOiment.  <«  My  foul  (faith  David),  fhall  be  fatisficd 
<<  as  with  marrow  and  fatnefs,  whjlft  I  think  and  meditate,  on 
<<  thee,"  Pfal.  Ixili.  5,  6.  It  would  grieve  one's  heart  to  think 
what  airy  things  many  fouls  fatisfy  themfelves  with  \  feeding  like 
}£phraim  upon  the  wind,  well  contented  if  they  can  but  (hufflc  over 
a  few  heartlefs  .empty  duties  \  whilft  the  faints,  feeding  thus  upon 
bidden  manna,  are  feafted  as  it  were  with  angel's  food. 

XV.  Exctllency.  It  is  the  light  of  the  foul  in  darknefs  \  and 
the  pkafantefi  light  that  ever  flione  upon  the  foul  of  man.  There 
is  many  a  foul  which  walketh  in  darknefs  \  feme  in  the  darknefs 
of  ignorance  and  unbelief,  the  mod  difmal  of  all  darknefs,  except 
that  in  hell.  There  are  others  who  are  children  of  light  in  a  fUte 
of  reconciliation,  yet  walk  in  the  darkneis  of  outward  afiiiAions, 
and  inward  defertions  and  temptations ;  but  as  foon  as  ever  the 
light  of  God's  countenance  fliines  upon  the  foul  in  the  duties  of 
coflununion  with  him^  that  darknefs  is  difiipated  and  fcattered  \  it 
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is  aU'light  within  bim  and  round  about  him»  Ffal.  xxxh.  5.  ^Thqr 
"  looked  unto  him  and  were  enlightened ;"  They  iooked^  thtvt  is 
faith  aAed  in  duty ;  and  were  enlightened^  there  is  the  fweet  efie£k 
of  faith«  The  horrors  and  troubles  of  gracious  fouls  {brink  away 
upon  the  riiing  of  this  cheerful  light.  As  wild  beafts  come  out  of 
their  dens  in  the  darknefi  of  the  nighty  and  ihrink  hack  again  in- 
to them  when  the  Tun  arifeth»  Ffal.  civ.  20,  21,  22.  So  do  tho 
fears  and  inward  troubles  of  the  people  of  God  when  this  light 
ihines  upon  their  fouls.  Nay  more»  this  is  a  light  which  {batters 
the  very  darknefs  of  death,  itfelf.  It  was  the  faying  of  a  worthy 
divine  of  Germany  upon  hi^  death-bed«  when  his  eye-iight  was 
gone*  being  aiked  how  it  was  within  ?  i^hy^  faid  he,  though  all  bi 
dark  about  m£,  yet»  pointing  as  well  as  he  couki  to  bis  breaft)  hie  Jiti 
lucis^  here  is  light  enough, 

XVI.  Excellency,  It  is  liberty  to  the  ftraitened  fouU  and  the 
moft  comfortable  and  eicellent  liberty  in  the  whole  world*  He 
only  walks  at  liberty  that  walks  with  God,  Ffal.  cxix.  45.  <«  I  will 
*«  walk  at  liberty,  for  I  fcek  thy  precepts."  Wicked  men<:ry  out 
of  bands  and  c6rds  in  religion,  they  look  upon  th^  duties  of  god« 
linefs  as  the  greateii  bondage  and  thraldom  in  the  whole  worlds 
Ffal.  ii.  3.  <<  L^t  us  break  their  bands  afunder,  and  ca{l  away  their 
«<  cor^  from  us."  q.  d.  Away  with  this  ftri^biefs  and  precifenefs, 
it  extingaifhes  the  joy  and  pleafure  of  our  lives ;  give  us  our  cupi 
in{lead  of  bibles,  our  profane  fongs  initead  of  fpiritual  pfalms,  our. 
fports  and  paf^imes  in{lead  of  prnyers  and  fermons.  Alas,  poor 
creatures,  how  do  they  dance  in  their  {hackles  and  chains  !  wben» 
in  reality,  the  fweeteft  liberty  is  enjoyed  in  thofe  duties  at  which 
they  thus  fnuffl  The  law  of  Chri{l  is  the  law  of  Uberty,  the  ibulr 
of  men  never  enjoys  more  liberty  than  when  it  is  bound  with  tho 
ffarifteft  bands  of  duty  to  God.  Here  is  liberty  from  enthralling 
luAs,  smd  from  enilaviug  fears.  "  The  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  10 
"  Chrift  Jefus  hath  made  me  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death," 
Rom.  viii.  2.  And  here  is  freedom  indeed  |  <<  If  the  Son  make 
«  yoa  free,  the©  are  ye  free  indeed,"  John  viii.  36.  And  here  is 
freedom  from  fears,  Luke  i.  74, 75.  Thofe  that  will  not  endure 
any  reftraint  from  their  lufls,  will  have  their  freedom  to  fin  \ 
a  fineedom  they  fliall;  have,  fuch  as  it  is.  Rom.  vi.  2o«  <*  When 
««  ye  were  the  fervants  of  fin,  ye  were  free  firom  righteoui'ncfs." 
Let  none  therefore  be  prejudiced  at  the  ways  of  duty  and  {briA 
godiincfs,  «  TtiC  law  of  Chri{l  is  the  perfcft  law  of  liberty,'* 
James  i.  25.  not  liberty  to  fin  ;  but  liberty  from  {in. 

XVIL  Excellency.  It  is  a  mercy  purchaied  by.thc  blood  of  Chri{l 
for  believers,  and  one  of  the  principle  mercies  fettled  upon  them 
by  the  new  covenant-grant.  A  ptculiar  mercy,  which  none  but 
the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  partake  of  i  a  mercy  which  cod  the 
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Mood  of  Chrift  to  purchafe  it.  I  do  not  deny  but  there  arc  tkou- 
fiinds  of  other  mercies  beftowed  upon  theunregenerate;.  they  have 
health,  wealth,  children,  honours,  pleafures,  and  all  the  delights 
of  this  life ;  but  for  communion  with  God,  and  the  pleafures  that 
rcfult  therefrom,  they  are  incapable,  of  theft.  No  fupping  with 
Chrift,  apon  fuch  excellent  privileges  and  mercies  as  thefc,  till  the 
heart  be  opened  to  him  by  feith ;  you  cannot  come  nigh  to  God, 
until  you  be  firft  made  nigh  by  reconciliation,  Eph.  ii.  13.  Hcb. 
X.  19,20,  2 1,,  22.  What  would  your  lives,  Chriftians,  be  worth 
to  you,  if  this  mercy  were  cut  off  from  you?  There  wouM  be 
little  fwectncfs  or  favour  in  all  your  outward  mercies,  were  it  not 
for  this  mercy  that  fweetens  them  all.  And  there  is  this  dificrcncc, 
among  many  others,  betwixt  this  mercy  and  all  outward  mercies: 
you  may  be  cut  off  from  the  enjoyment  of  thofe,  you  cannot  from 
this;  no  prifon^can  keep  out  the  Comforter.  O  blcfs  God  for 
*  this  invaluable  mercy. 

XVIII.  Excellency,,  It  is  natural  to  the  new  creature;  the  In- 
clination and  inftin^l  of  the  new  creature  leadeth  to  communion 
with  God.  It  is  as  natural  to  the  new  creature  to  defire  it,  and 
work  after  it,  as  it  is  to  the  new-born  babe  t6  make  to  the  brcaft, 
I  Pet.  ii.  2.  «« As  new-bom  babes  defire  the  fincere  milk  of  the 
"  word,  that  ye  may  grow  thereby.**  There  is  a  law  upon  the 
regenerate  part,  which  inwardly  and  powerfully  obliges  it  to  afls 
of  duty,  and'  converfe  with  God  in  them.  Communion  with  God 
is  a  thing  that  arifeth  otit  of  the  principles  of  grace.  You  know 
all  creatures  in  this  lower  world  aft  according  to  the  laws  of  na- 
ture; the  fun  will  rife,  and  the  fea  will  flow  at  their  appointed  times; 
and  the  gracious  foul  will  make  towards  its  God  in  the  times  and 
feafons  of  commfinion  with  him.  They  are  not  forced  onto  thofe 
duties  by  the  frights  of  confcience,  and  the  frars  of  hell,  fo  much 
w  by  the  natural  inclination  of  the  new  creature.  Two  things  de- 
mondrate  communion  with  God  to  be  con-natural  to  the  regenerate 
part;  cMled  the  inner-man,  and  the  hidden-man  of  tt^c  heart,  viz. 
(l.)  'Wit'rejllejfnefs  of  a  g!-acious  {*oul  without  it.  Cant.  iii.  2.  The 
church,  in  the  firft  verfe,  had  fought  her  beloved,  but  found  him 
cot.  Doth  (lie  fit  down  fatisfied  in  his  ^bfence .?  No;  «*I  will 
*'  rife  now,  and  go  about  the  city,  in  the  ftreets,  and  in  the  brond 
**  ways  ;  I  will  feek  him  whom  my  foul  loveth."  (2.)  The7fl//j- 
faBkn  and  pkafure^  the  reft  and  delight  which  the  foul  finds  and 
feels  in  the  enjoyment?  of  communion  with  God,  plainly  (hew  it 
to  be  agreeable  to  the  new  nature  :  Pfal.  Ixiii.  5.  ««  My  foul  fliall 
"  be  fati'-fied  when  1  think  oh  thee."  And  when  it  is  thus>  then 
duties  become  eafy  and^  pleafant  to  the  foul:  i  John  v.  3.  «  His 
«*  commandments  are -not  grievous."  Yea,  and  fuch  a  foul  will 
be  conftant  and  ailiduous  in  thofe  duties.     That  which  is  natural, 
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isconftant  as  well  as  pleafant.  What  is  the  reafoa  hypocrites  throw 
up  the  duties  of  religion  in  times  of  difiicultyf  but  becaufe  thej 
have  not  an  in\Arard  principle  agreeable  to  them  i  The  motives  to 
dutj  lie  without  them,  not  within  them. 

XIX.  Excellency,  It  is  the  occupation  and  trade  of  all  fan£lified 
perfons,  and  the  riche/l  trade  that  was  ever  driven  by  men.  This 
way  they  grow  rich  in  fpiritual  treafures  \  the  revenues  of  it  are 
better  than  filver  and  gold.  There  be  many  of  you  have  traded 
long  for  this  world,  and  it  comes  to  little ;  and  had  ypu  gained 
your  defigns  you  had  gained  but  trifles.  This  is  the  rich  and  pro- 
fitable occupation :  Phil.  iii.  20.  5'  Our  converfation  is  in  heaven.** 
Our  commerce  and  trade  lies  that  way,  fo  that  word  fignifies. 
There  be  few  Chriftians  that  have  driven  this  foul-enriching  trade 
any  confiderable  time^  but  can  Ihew  feme  fpiritual  treafures  which 
they  have  gotten  by  it,  Pfal.  cxix.  50.  <<  This  I  had,  becaufe  I  kept 

"  thy  precepts.^  As  merchants  can  (liew  the  gold  and  iilver,  the  ' 
laods  and  houfes,  the  rich  goods  and  furniture,  which  they  have 
gotten  by  their  fuccefsful  adventures  abroad;  and  tell  their  friends, 
lo  much  I  got  by  fuch  a  voyage,  and  fo  much  by  another :  So 
ChrifHans  have  invaluable  treafures,*  though  their  humility  conceals 
them,  which  they  have  gotten  by  this  heavenly  trade  of  com- 
munion with  God.  Their  fouls  are  weak,  and  by  communion 
with  God  they  have  gotten  ftrength.  Pfal.  cxxxviii.  3.  «  I  cried, 
^  and  thou  fcrengthenedft  ine  with  ftrength  in  my  foul."  They 
have  gotten  peace  by  it,  a  treafure  inedimable.  PfaL  cxix.  165. 
^  Great  peace  have  they  that  love  thy  law,  and  nothing  (hall  o& 
**  fend  them."  They  have  gotten  purity  by  it.  Pfal.  cxix.  3, 
"  They  do  no  iniquity  that  walk  in  thy  ways."  .O  what  rich  re- 
turns are  here !  i^ay,  they  get  fomccimes  full  aiTurance  by  it.  Tlie 
riches  of  both  the  Indies  will  not  purchafe  firom  a  Chriftian  the 
lead  of  thefe  mercies.  Thefe  are  the  rich  rewards  of  our  pains  in 
the  duties  of  religion ;  In  keeping  thy  commandments  there  is  great 
reward. 

XX.  Excellency.  It  is  oil  to  the  wheels  of  obedience,  which 
makes  the  foul  go  on  cheerfully  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord:  Pfal. 
cxix.  32.  <<  Then  will  I  run  the  ways  of  thy  commandments, 
'<  when  thou  fhalt  enlarge  my  heart."  Nontardat  unSla  rota.  Oil- 
ed wheels  run  nimbly.  How  prompt  and  ready,  for  any  duty  of 
obedieme,  is  a  foul  under  the  influence  of  communion  with  God  t 
Then,  as  Ifaiah,  having  gotten  a  fight  of  God,  <<  Here  am  I, 
^  Lord,  fend  me,"  Ifa.  vi.  8.  Now  the  foul  can  turn  its  hand  to 
the  duties  of, 

1.  ASlive :  And 

2.  Pajfive  obedience. 

I.  Hereby  the  foul  is  prepared  and  fitted  for  the  duties  of  acl'roe 
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dedience^  to  which  it  applies  itfelf  frith  pleskAire  and  dclfght ;  Pfai. 
xIMi.  3,4.  "  Then  will  I  go  unto  the  altar  of  God,  uwto  God  my 
•*  exceeding  J07  j**  or,  as  it  is  in  the  Hebrew,,  the  gtadntfs  (f  mj 
foy.  It  goes  to  prayer  as  a  hungry  man  to  a  f?aft,  or  as  a  covetous 
man  to  his  treafures:  Pfal.  cxix.  14.  "I  have  rejoiced  in  the  way 
«  of  thy  commandments  as  much  as  in  all  rithcs*" 

2.  It  prepares  the  foul  for  pafive  obedience :  makes  a  man  to 
rejoice  in  his  fufferings,  Col.  i.  C4.  'It  will  make  a  Chriftian  ftand 
ready  to  receive  aViy  burden  or  load  that  God  fliall  lay  upon  bis 
fhouldecs,  and  even  be  thankful  to  be  fo  employed ;  "This  joy  of 
*«  the  Lord  is  their  ftrengrh/'  Neh.  viii.  10.  A  Chriftian  nndcr 
the  cheerful  influences  of  near  communion  with  God,  can,  wirh 
more  cheerfulnefi,  lay  down  his  neck  for  ChriA,  thin  other  men 
can  lay  out  a  (killing  for  him.  In  all  thefe  twenty  particulars,  you 
have  an  account  of  the  excellency  of  this  privilege  ;  but,  G  how 
flidrt  an  account  have  I  given  of  it !  What  remains,  is  the  applica- 
tion of  this  point,  in  a  double  ufe : 

1.  Of  information. 

2.  Of  exhortation. 

Firfli  For  injhrfnation  iti  the  following  inferences. 

Inference* I.  How  fure  and  retain  a  thhtg  it  is^  that  then  is  i 
Godf  and  ajiate  of  glory  prepared  in  heaven  for  fanBijiedfiuls. 

Thefe  things  arc  undeniable.  God  hath  let  them  before  our 
fptritual  eyes  and  fenfes :  Befide  the  revelation  of  it  in  the  gofpel, 
which  fingly  makes  it  infallible;  the  Lord,  for  our  abondant 
fatis&Aion,  hath  brought  thefe  things  down  to  the  touch  and  ted 
of  our  fpirhual  fenfes  and  experiences.  You  that  have  had  fo 
many  fights  of  God  by  faith,  fo  many  fwcet  taftes  of  heaven  in  the 
duties  of  religion,  O  what  a  confirmation  and  feal  have  you  of  the 
reality  of  invifible  things !  You  may  fay  of  heaven,  and  the  joys  above, 
as  the  apoftlc  did  of  him  that  purchafed  it,  i  John  i.  1.  <*  That 
<<  which  our  eyes  have  foen,  and  our  ears  have  heard,  and  our 
"  hands  have  handled,'*  {jfr.  For  God  hath  fet  thefe  things  in 
fome  degree  before  your  very  eyes,  and  put  the  firft-fruits  of  them 
into  your  own  hands.  The  fweet  relifh  of  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is 
upon  the  very  pahte  of  your  fouls.  To  this  fptritual  fenfe  of  the 
believing  Hebrews,  the  ^/>^/p  appealed,  Heb.  x.  34.  when  he  faid, 
««  Ye  took  joyfully  the  fpoiling  of  your  goods,  knowing  in  yourfclves 
«  that  ye  have  in  heaven  a  better,  and  an  endtinng  fubftance.'* 
This  knowing  in  ourfelves  is  more  certain  and  fweet  than  all  the 
traditional  reports  we  can  get  from  the  repons  of  others,  i  Pet.  i. 
8.  "  Whom  having  not  feen  ye  love;  whom,  though  now  you  ice 
"  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and 
**  full  of  glory."  There  is  more  of  heaven  fdt  and  taftcd  in  this 
world  than  men  are  aware  of ;  it  b  one  thing  to  hear  of  Aich 
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coontnes  as  Spaiiii  Italy^  Smyrnay  by  the  difcourfes  and  reports 
wc  heard  of  them  in  our  childhood,  and  another  thing  to  under- 
ftand  thofe  countries  hj  the  rich  commodities  imported  firom  them; 
m  the  way  of  om*  trade  and  commerce*  O  did  we  but  know  What 
other  Chrifttans  have  felt  and  tafted,  we  woqld  not  have  fuch 
ftaggcring  thoughts  about  invlOble  things  !  but  the  fecrct  comforts 
of  religion  are,  and  ought  to  be  for  the  moft  part  inclofed  things. 
ReUgion  lays  not  all  open  ;  the  Chriftian  life  is  a  hidden  life.     - 

Infer.  2.  If  fuch  a  height  of  communion  with  God  be  attainable  on 
tarthy  .then  mo/t  Chrift'uins  live  below  the  duties  and  comforts  ofChrif* 
ttanitym 

Abs,  the  beft  df  us  are  but  at  the  foot  of  this  pleafant  mount 
Pifgah.     As  we  are  but  in  the  infancy  qf  our  gracesj  fo  we  are  bilt 
in  the  infancy  of  our  comforts.     What  a  podr  hoiife  is  kept  by 
many  of  God's  own  children  \   living  between  hopes  ind  'fears, 
feldom  tafHng  the  riches  and  pleafures,  the  joy^  and  comforts  of 
afliirance  I  and  will  you  know  the  reafons  of  it  ?  There  are  fiWc 
things  which]  ufually  keep  them  poor  and  low  as  to  fpiritual  joj^s 
and  comforts;     (t.)  The  incijmbrances  of  the  world,  which  divert 
them  from,  or  diflraft  them  in  their  duties  of  dommunion  with 
God,  and  fo  keep  them  low  in  their  fpiritual  comforts  :  They  have 
fo  much  to  do  on  earth,  that  they  have  little  time  for  heavenly  em- 
ployments.    O  What  a  noife  'stod  din  do  the  trifles  df  this  world 
make  in  the  heads  and  hearts  of  many  Chriftians !     How  dear  do 
we  pay  for  fuch  trifles'  as  thefc  ?     (a.)  A  fpirit  of  formality  creciJ- 
ing  into  the  duties  of  religion,  ioipoverifhes  the  v]tal  fpirit  thereof, 
like  the  wanton  embraces  of  the  ivy,  which  binds  and  ftar^es  the 
tree  it  dafpsabbut.     Religion  tannot  thrive  under  fprmalify ;  and 
it  is  difficult  to  keep  out  formality  in  a  fettled  courfe  of  duty,  and 
much  more  when  duties  are  intermitted-      (3.)  The  bufineft  of 
temptations  peltcring  the  minds  of  many  Chriflians,  efpocially  fuch 
as  are  of  melancholy  con(Htutions.     How  importunate  and  redlefs 
arc  thefc  temptations  with  fome  £hriftians  ?  They  can  make  little 
comfort  or  advantage  out  of  duty,  by  reafon  of  them.   '  (4.)  Heart- 
apoftafy^  inward  decays  of  our  firft  love,  is  another  reafon  why 
our  duties  profper  fo  little,  Rev.  ii.  14.  "  Thou  haft  left  thy  firft 
*'  love."     You  were  not  wont  t0  ferve  God  with  fuch  coldncfi. 
(5.)  In  a  word,  fpiritual  pride  impoverifhes  our  comforts  j  the 
joys  of  the  Spirit,  like  brilk  wines,  are  too  ftrong  tor  our  weak 
heads.    For  thefe  caufes,  many  Chriftians  are  kept  low  in  fpiritual 
comforts.  • 

Infer.  3 .  Howfweet  and  defirahle  is  thefociety  of  the  faints  !  it  rhU/l 
needs  be  durable  to  walk  with  them,  wIjo  walk  with  (J'odj   1  John  i. 
3.    No  fuch  companions  as  the  faints.    What  benefit,  or  pleafure 
Vol.  iVi  LI 
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can  we  find  in  cpnverfcs  with  fenfiial  worldlings?  AH  we  can  carvf 
X  away  out  of  fuch  company  is  guilt  or  grief.  ««  All  my  delight  (faith 
«  David)  is  in  the  faints,  and  in  the  excellent  of  the  earth,  which 
«*  excel  in  virtue,"  Pfal.  xvi.  3.  And  their  fociety  would  certainly 
jl^  mu<;h  more  fweet,  and  defirable,  than  it  is,  did  they  live  more 
in  communion  with  God  than  they  do.  There  vras  a  time  whca 
the  communion  of  the  faints  wa$  exceeding  lovely,  MaL  iii.  16.  Afk 
ii.  46, 47.  the  Lord  rcftore  it  to  its  primitive  gfery,  and  fwcetnefc. 

Infer.  4.  What  an  unspeakable  mercy  is  coitverfiwy  wbid  lets  the 
foul  into  fuch  ajlateoffptritualpleafure  ? 

Here  is  the  beginning  of  your  acquaintance  with  God,  the  firft 
tale  of  fpiritual  pleafures,  of  which  there  ihall  never  ht  an  end. 
AH  the  tune  rnen  have  fpent  in  the  world  in  an  unconverted  ftatc, 
hath  been  a  time  of  cftrangement  and  alienation  from  God ;  when 
the  Lord  brings  a  man  to  Chrift,  in  the  way  of  conyeriion,  he 
then  be^s  his  fir  A  acquaintance  with  God.  Job  xxji.  21.  <<  Ac* 
'<  quaint  now  thyfelf  with  him,  and  be  at  peace,  thereby,  ^sod  (hall 
*•  come  unto  thee'.'*  This  is  your  firft  acquaintance  with  the  Lord, 
which  will  be  a  growing  thing ;  ever)-  vifit  you  give  him,  m  prayer 
tncreafeth  your  acquaintance,  and  begets  more  intimacy,  and 
humble,  holy  familiarity  betwixt  bi^n  and  you.  And>  O  what  a 
paradife  of  pleafure  doth  this  let  the  foul  into  I  the  Ufe  of  religion 
abounds  with  pleafures,  PfaL  xvi.  1 1.  <«  All  his  ways  are  ways  of 
«  pleafantnefs,  and  his  paths  are  peace,"  Prov.  iii.  17.  Now  you 
know  where  to  go,  and  unload  any  trouble  that  prefleth  your  hearts; 
whatever  prejudices  and  fcandals  Ai/^/i,  and  his  inftruments,  caft 
upon  religion  \  this  I  will  affirm  of  it,  that  that  man  muft  oeceflarily 
be  a  ftranger  to  true  pleafure,  and  empty  of  real  comfort,  who  is  a 
flranger  to  Chrift,  and  the  duties  of  communion  with  him.  It  is 
true,,  here  is  no  allowance  for  finful  pleafures,  nor  any  want  of 
fpiritual  pleafures.  Blefs  God,  therefore,  for  converting  grace, 
you  that  have  it,  and  lift  up  a  cry  to  heaven  isx  it,  you  that  want 
It. 

Infer.  5.  Lafthr,  y  there  he' fo  much  dehght^  and  pUtfure  in  mtr 
imperfeBf  and  often  interrupted  communion  with  God  ber£ ;  O  tben% 
what  is  heaven  !  what  are  the  immediate  vifions  ^  his  face  in  the  perfeB 
^ate?  I  Cor.  ii.  9.  <«Eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither 
<<  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  which  God  hath 
<'  prepared  for  them  that  love  him.''  Ton  have  heard  glorious,  and 
ravifhing  reports,  in  the  gofpel,  of  that  blefied  future  ftate,  things 
which  the  angels  defire  to  look  into.  You  have  felt,  and  tailed 
joys  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory,  in  the  a&mgs  of  your  faith,  and 
love,  upon  ChriA;  yet  all  that  you  have  heard,  and  all  that  you 
have  felt,  and  tafted  in  the.  way  to  glory,  falls  fo  (hort  of  the  perfec- 
tion and  blefiednefs  of  that  fhte,  that  heaven  will,  and  muft  be  a 
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great  furprife  to  them  that  have  n6w  the  greateft  acquaintance  with 
it.  Though  the  prefent  comforts  €>f  the  faints  are  fometimes  as 
much  as  thej  can  bear,  for  they  feem  to  reel>  and  ftagger,  under 
the  weight  of  them.  Cant.  ii.  5.  «  Stay  me  with  flagons,  comfort 
**  me  with  apples,  I  am  fick  of  love  {*  Yet,  I  fay,  thefe  hjgh  tides 
of  pleafant  joy,  are  but  (hallows  to  the  joys  of  his  immediate 
prdence,  1  Cor.  xiii.  1 2.  And  as  they  run  not  fo  deep,  fo  they 
are  not  conilant,  and  continued,  as*  they  fhaii  be  above  \  2  Thef. 
iv.  ub.  <<  Ever  with  the  Lord/'    And  thus  much  for  information. 

IL  Ufif,  for  exhortatiofu 

The  laft  improvement  of  this  point  will  be  by  way  of  exhor- 
tation. 

I.  To  believers, 
a.  To  unbelievers. 

Firfi^  Is  this  the  privileged  ftate,  into  which  all  believers  are 
admitted  hj  converfion  ?  Then  Jtrive  to  come  up  to  the  highefi  aU 
tasHment  of  communion  with  God  in  this  woridy  and  be  not  contented 
vjitb  jtA  fo  much  grace  tu  willfecure  you  from  hell ;  but  labour  after 
fitch  a  height  of  grace  and  communion  with  God^  in  the  exercife  thereof^ 
as  may  bring  you  into  thefuburbs  of  heaven  on  earth,  ^ 

Forget  the  things  that  are  behind  you,  as  to  fatisfiaAion  in  them» 
and  prefs  towards  the  mark,  for  the  prize  of  your  high  calling. 
It  is  greatly  to  your  lois,  that  you  live  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  God^ 
and  are  fo  feldom  with  him;  ^hink  not  the  ableft  minifters,  or 
choiceft  books  will  ever  be  able  to  fatisfy  your  doubts  and  cooiibrt 
your  hearts,  whilft  you  let  down  your  communfon  with  God  to  fo 
few  a  degree.  O  that  you  might  be  perfuaded  now  to  hearken 
obediently  to  three  or  four  neceflary  words  of  counfel. 

I.  CounfiL  Make  communion  with  God  the  very  level  and  aim 
of  your  fouls  in  all  your  approaches  to  him  in  the  ordinances  and 
duties  of  religion.  Set  it  upon  the  point  of  your  compafs,  let  it  be 
the  very  thing  your  fouls  ddGgn;  let  the  defires  and  hopes  of  com- 
munion with  God  be  the  thing  that  draws  you  to  every  fermon 
and  prayer.  Pfal.  xviii.  <*  One  thing  have  I  dcfired  of  the  Lord,  that 
^  wiQ  I  feek  after,  that  I  may  fee  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  en- 
"  quire  after  him  in  his  temple."  That  was  the  mark  David  aim- 
ed at  s  and  men*s  fuccefs  in  duties  is  ufually  according  to  the  fpi- 
ritual  aims  and  intentions  of  their  hearts  in  them :  both  fincerity 
and  comfort  lie  much  in  men's  ends. 

II.  Counfel.  In  all  your  approaches  to  God,  beg  and  plead  hsurd 
with  blm  for  the  manifeftations  of  his  love,  and  further  commu- 
nicatiotis  of  his  grace.  <<  Hear,  O  Lord,  when  I  cry  with  my  voice; 
••  have  mercy  alfo  upon  me,  and  anfwer  me.  When  thou  faidft, 
M  feek  ye  my  face,  my  heart  faid  unto  thee.  Thy  face,  Lord^  will  I 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


2)64  ^  Enghnts  Duty* 

^<  feek.  Hide  not  thy  face  hv  from  m^  put  not  thy  fervant  avay 
<<  in  anger,"  Pfal.  xxvii.  7,  8,9.  How  full  and  thick  of  pleiis  and 
arguments  for  communion  with  God  was  this  prayer  of  David  ? 
Lord,  I  am  come,  in  obedience  to  thy  command ;  thou  faidft^  Seek  je 
my  face f  thou  biddeft  me  come  to  thee,  and  wilt  thou  put  away  the 
fcrvant  in  anger  ?  Thou  haft  been  my  help,  I  have  had  fweet  ei« 
perionce  o£thy  gogdnefs,  thou  doft  not  ufe  to  put  me  off,  and  turn 
Hie  away  empty. 

III.  Counjd.  D^re  not  coipfort  for  comfort's  fake)  but  comfons 
and  refreihments  for*fervice  and  obedience  fake ;  that  thereby 
you  may  be  ftrengthened  to  go  on  in  the  ways  of  your  duty  with 
more  chderfulnefs,  Pfal.  cxix^  32.  <«  Then  will  I  run  the  ways  of 
<«  thy  commandments,  when  fhou  (halt  enlarge  my  heart."  As 
if  he  ftiould  fay,  O  Lord,  the  comforts. thou  flult  give  me,  fliall 
be  returned  again  in  cheerful  fervices  to  thee.  I  dcfire^them  as  oil 
to  the  wheels  of  obedience,  not  food  for  my  pride. 

IV.  CounftL  As  ever  you  expefii:  to  be  owners  of  much  comfort 
in  the  ways  of  your  communion  with  God,  fee  that  you  arc  fbift 
and  circumfpe£l  in  the  courfe  of  your  convcriations.  It  is  the 
loofenefs  and  careleiTnefs  of  bur  hearts  and  lives  which  impoveriflies 
our  fpiritual  comforts  A  little  pride,  a  little  careleffnefi,  daflies 
and  fruArates  a  great  deal  of  comfort,  which  was  very  near  us,  al- 
moft  in  our  hands;  to  allude  that,  Hof.  vii.  i.  <<  When  I  would 
>f  have  healed  Ifrael,  then  the  iniquity  of  Ephraim  was  difco- 
^*  vered.**  So  here,  juft  when  the  dcfire  of  thy  heart  was  come 
to  the  door,  fome  iin  ftept  in  the  way  of  it.  <<  Your  iniquities 
<'  (faith  God]  harve  feparated  t)^tween  you  and  your  God,  and 
'<  your  fins  have  hid  his  face  from  you,"  Ifa.  lix.  2.  Tlie  Com- 
forter, the  Holy  Spirit,  is  fenilble  and  tender  ;  he  hath  quick  re- 
fcntments  of  your  unkindneffes  and  offences.  As  ever,  therefore, 
you  expe^l  comfort  from  hun,  beware  of  him,  and  grieve  him 
not. . 

Secondly  J  In  the  laft  place,  this  point  fpeaks  neceffary  counfel 
and  advice  to  j4nbelie%iers ;  to  all  that  live  eftranged  from  the  life 
of  iTud,  and  have  done  fo  from  the  womb,  Pfal.  Iviii.  3,  To  you 
the  voice  of  the  Redeemer  founds  a  fummons  once  more,  «  Be- 
«  hold,  I. (land  at  the  door  and  knock.''  O  that  at  laft  you  might 
be  prevailed  with  to  comply  with  the  merciful  terms  propounded 
by  him.  Will  you  fhut  out  a  Saviour  bringing  faivation,  pardon 
and  peace  with  him !  Chrift  is  thy  rightful  owner,  and  demands 
poffcffion  of  thy  foul :  if  thou  wilt  now  hear  his  voice,  thy  former 
refufals  fhall  never  be  objtfted.  If  thou  ftill  rejcft  his  gracious 
offers,  mercy  may  never  more  be  tendered  to  thee ;  there  is  a  call 
of  Chrift  which  will  be  the  laft  call,  and  after  that  no  more.  Take 
heed  what  you  do  \  if  you  dill  demur  and  delay,  your  damnation 
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is  jufty  inevitable,  and  inexcufable.  Hear  me,  therefore^  you  un- 
regcncrated  fouls,  in  what  rank  or  condition  focvcr  providence 
hath  placed  you  in  this  world,  whether  you  be  rich  or  poor,  yocmg 
or  old,  maders  or  fervants,  wliether  there  be  any  (lirrings  of  con- 
ViSdon  in  your  confciences  or  not.  For  however  your  conditions 
in  this  world  differ  from  each  other  at  prefent,  there  is  one  com- 
mon mifery  hanging  over  you  ail,  if  you  continue  in  that  ftate  of 
unbelief  you  are  now  fixed  in. 

And,  I.  Hearken  to  the  voice  and  call  of  Chrift,  you  that  are 
exalted  by  providence  above  your  poorer  neighbours  j  you  that' 
have  your  heads,  hands,  and  hearts  full  of  the  world ;  men  of  trade 
and  buiinefs,  I  have  a  few  folemn  que(lions  to  aik  you  this  day. 

(i.)  You  have  made  many  gainful  bargains  in  your  time,  but 
what  will  all  profit  you  if  the  agreement  be  not  made  betwixt 
Chrift  and  your  fouls  i  Chrift  is  a  treafure  which  only  can  enrich 
you,  Mat.  xiii.  44.  Thou  art  a  poor  and  miferable  wretch,  what- 
ever thou  haft  gained  of  this  world,  if  thou  haft  not  gained  Chrift^ 
thou  haft  heaped'  up  guilt  with  thy  riches,  which  will  more  tor- 
ment thy  confcience  hereafter,  than  thy  eftate  can  yield  thee  com- 
fort here. 

(2.)  You  have  made  many  infurances  to  fecure  your  floating 
eftates,  wliich  you  cM policies;  but  what  infurance  have  you  made 
for  your  fouls  ?  Are  not  they  expofed  to  eternal  hazards  ?  O  im- 
politic man  !  to  be  fo  provident  tg  fecure  trifles,  and  fo  negligent 
in  fecuring  the  richeft  treafure. 

{3.)  You  have  adjuftcd  many  accounts  with  men,  but  who  fhall 
make  up  your  accounts  with  God,  if  you  be  Chnftlefs  ?  <<  What 
'<  ihall  it  profit  a  man  to  gain  the  whole  world,  and  loie  his  own 
"  foul  r"  Mat.  xvi.  a6.  S^y  not,  you  have  much  bufineis  under 
your  hands,  and  cannot  allow  tin^ ;  you  will  have  fpace  enough 
hereafter  to  reile^k  upon  your  folly. 

2.  You  that  are  poor,  and  mean  in  the  world,  what  fay  you, 
will  you  have  two  hells,  one  here,  and  another  hereafter?  No 
comfort  in  this  world,  nor  hope  for  the  next  ?  Your  expe£tations 
here  laid  in  the  duft,  and  your  hopes  for  heaven  built  upod^the 
find  ?  O  if  you  were  once  in  Chrift,  how  happy  were  you,  tho* 
you  knew  not  where  to  fetch  your  next  bread !  «  Poor  in  the 
'*  world,  but  rich  in  faith  j  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  which  Cf  od 
"  hath  promifed,"*  James  ii.  5.  O  bleffed  ftate  !  If  you  had  Chrift, 
you  had  then  a  right  to  all  things,  i  Cor.  ill.  22,  23.  you  had  then 
a  father  to  take  care  for  you  :  But  to  be  poor,  and  chriftlefs,  no 
comfort  from  this  world,  nor  hopes  from  the  next ;  this  is  to  be 
truly  miferable  indeed.  Your  V{:ry  ftraits,  and  wants,  ftiould 
prompt  you  to  the  great  duty  I  am  now  prefting  on  you ;  and 
methinks  it  fhould  be  matter  of  encouragement  that  the  greateft 
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number  of  Chrift's  friends,  and  followers,  come  out  of  th?t  ranki 
and  order  of  men,  to  which  you  belong. 

3.  You  that  zTtfeamen^  floating  fb  often  upon  the  great  deeps, 
you  are  reckoned  a  third  fort  of  perfons  between  the  living  and  the 
dead  ;  you  belong  not  to  the  desul,  becaufe  you  breathe,  and  fcarce- 
ly  to  the  living,  becaufe  you  are  continually  fo  near  death.  What 
think  you,  friends,  have  you  no  need  of  a  Savbur  ?  Do  yoo  live 
fo  fecure  from  the  reach  and  danger  of  death  i  Have  your  lives 
been  fo  pure,  righteous,  and  innocent,  who  have  been  in  the  midft 
of  temptations  in  the  world  abroad  ?  Ponder  that  fcripture,  i  Cor. 
vi.  9,  10.  «  Be  not  deceived,  neither  fornicators,  nor  idolaters,  nor 
«  adulterers,  nor  eflTeminate,  nor  abufers  of  themieives  with  man* 
<<  kmd,"  &c.  ponder  it,  I  fay,  and  think  whether  you  have  not  as 
great  and  preffing  a  neceffity  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  any  poor  fouls  un« 
der  heaven  i  You  have  had  many  temporal  falvations  from  God, 
great  and  eminent  deliverances,  and  will  thefe  iatisfy  you  ?  Is  it 
enough  that  your  bodies  are  delivered  from  the  danger  of  the  fea, 
though  your  fouls  fink,  and  perifh  in  the  ocean  of  God's  wrath  for 
ever  ?  If  you  will  yet  accept  Chrifl  upon  his  terms,  all  that  you  have 
done  (hall  be  forgiven,  Ifa.  Iv.  2.  The  Lord  now  calb  to  you  in  a 
ftiU  voice ;  if  you  hear  his  voice,  well ;  if  not,  you  may  (hortly  hear 
his  voice  in  the  tempefluous  flonns  without  you,  and  a  roaring 
confcience  within  you.  Poor  man,  think  what  an  mterefl  in  Chrift 
will  be  worth,  wert  thou  now  (as  fhortly  thou  mayeft  be)  floating  up- 
on a  piece  of  wreck,  or  fhivering  upon  a  cold  and  defolate  rock,  cry- 
ing^ mercy.  Lord,  mercy !  Well,  mercy  is  now  offered  thee,  but  in 
vain  wilt  thou  expedt  to  find  it,  if  thou  continue  thus  to  defpife  and 
rcjcft  it. 

4.  You  that  are  aged  and  full  of  days,  hearken  to  the  voice  of 
Chrifi,  God  hath  called  upon  you  a  long  time :  When  you  were 
young  you  faid,  it  is  time  enough  yet,  we  will  mind  thefe  thmgs 
when  we  are  old,  and  come  nearer  to  the  borders  of  eternity. 
Well,  now  you  are  old,  and  jufl  upon  the  borders  of  it ;  will  you 
indeed  mind  it  now  ?  You '  have  left  the  great  concernments  of 
your  fouls  to  this  time,  this  fhort,  very  fhort  time :  And  do  the 
temptations  of  your  youth  take  hold  upon  your  age  ?  What !  de- 
lay and  put  off*  Chrift  ftiU  as  you  were  wont  to  do  r  Poor  creatures, 
you  are  almoft  gone  out  of  time,  you  have  but  a  fhoi;t  time  to  de- 
liberate ;  wliat  you  do  muft  be  done  quickly,  or  it  can  never  be 
done.  Your  night  is  even  come  upon  you  when  no  man  can 
work. 

5.  You  that  are  young,  in  the  bud  or  flower  of  your  time, 
Chrift  is  a  fuitor  for  your  firft  love ;  he  deiires  the  kindnefs  of 
your  youth  \  your  fpirits  are  vigorous,  your  hearts  tender,  your 
affections  flowing  and  impreffive,  you  are  not  yet  entered  into  the 
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incambrances  and  diftrafting  cares  of  the  world :  Hereafter  a 
crovd  and  thick  fucceifion  of  earthly  employments  and  engage- 
ments will  come  on  ;  fin  will  harden  you  by  cuftom  and  continu- 
ance.  Now  is  your  time  \  you  are  in  the  convertible  age ;  few 
that  pais  the  ieafon  of  youth  (comparitively  fpeaking)  are  brought 
over  to  Chrift  a|tern;ards.  It  is  a  rarity,  the  wonder  of  an  age^  to 
hear  of  the  converfion  of  aged  finners.  Befidesi  you  are  the  hopes 
of  the  next  generation  :  Should  you  be  Chri(l-negie£Ung  and  def- 
pifing  fonts  \  how  bad  foever  the  prefent  age  b,  the  next  will  be 
worie.  Say  not  we  have  time  enough  before  us,  we  will  not 
quench  the  fprightly  vigour  of  our  youth  in  melancholy  thoughts: 
Remember  there  are  fkuUs  of  all  fizes  in  Golgotha ;  graves  of  all 
lengths  in  the  church-yard :  You  may  anticipate  thofe  that  ftand 
nearer  the  grave  than  you  feem  to  do.  O  you  cannot  be  happy 
too  fbon :  As  young  as  you  are,  d^^d  you  but  tafte  the  comforts  that 
be  in  Chrift,  nothine  would  grieve  you  more  than  that  you  knew  him 
no  fooner.  Behold  he  ftandeth  at  thy  door  in  the  morning  of 
thy  age,  knocking  this  day  for  admiiBon  into  thy  heart. 

6.  You  that  ^ve  bad  fome  flight,  ineffe£hial,  and  vanifhing 
convi£&ons  upon  you  formerly ;  the  Lord  Jefus  once  more  re- 
news ius  caU :  "Will  you  now  at  laft  hear  his  voice  ?  It  is  an  infi* 
nite  mercy  to  have  a  (econd  call.  I  doubt  not  but  there  are  many 
among  you,  whilft  you  have  fat  under  the  word,  have  had  fuch 
thoQjdits  as  thefe  in  your  hearts :  Sure  my  condition  is  not  right, 
nor  fife  \  there  muft  another  manner  of  work  pafs  upon  my  foul* 
or  I  am  loft  for  ever.  External  dutie$  of  religion  I  do  perform^ 
but  I  am  a  (hanger  to  regeneration.  Such  inward  convictions  as 
thefe  were  the  knocks  and  calls  of  Chrift,  but  they  pafTed  away 
and  were  forgotten :  your  con  virions  are  dead,  and  your  hearts 
the  more  hardened  ;  for  it  is  in  putting  a  foul  under  conviction  as 
it  b  in  putting  iron  into  the  fire,  and  quenching  it  again,  which 
liardens  it  the  more.  You  have  been  near  the  kingdom  of  God, 
but  the  more  miferablefor  that,  if  you  be  fhut  out  at  laft.  The 
quickening  of  your  conviClions  is  the  right  way  to  the  faving  of 
yonr  fouk.    The  Lord  make  you  this  day  to  hear  his  voice. 

7.  Such  as  have  come  hither  upon  vain  or  vile  accounts,  for  mere 
novelty  or  worfe  ends  \  to  catch  advantages,  or  reproach  the 
truths  of  God ;  fcoffing  at  the  moft  folemn  and  awful  voice  of 
ChriA.  The  word  that  you  have  flighted  and  reproached,  the 
fame  fhall  judge  you  in  that  great  day,  except  the  Lord  will  give  you 
repentance  unto  life,  and  make  the  heart  tremble  under  it  that 
hath  fcoffed  at  it.  <'  Be  not  mockers,  left  your  bonds  be  made 
«  ftrong,"  Ifa.  xxviii,  22. 

B.  To  conclude ;  let  all  whofe  hearts  the  Lord  hath  opened  this 
day,  for  the  enjoyments  of  the  gofpel,  the  blefied  inflniment  of 
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their  fahralion^  biefs  the  Lord  that  hath  made  it  a  kev  bf 
n^eneration  to  open  the  door  of  falvation  to  your  fouls.  And 
as  you  haTC  received  Chrifl  Jefus  the  Lon^  b '  walk  ye  in 
him.  "^ 

■  'AN 

APPENDIX 

>0  TBI  rOREGOXRO 

TREATISE. 

.,RoM.  L  18.  ^ 

For  the  wrath  of  God  is  rii^aMJhm  heaven  againft  all  ungodRnefSf 
and  unrighteoufnefs  of  nteny  who  hold  the  truth  in  unrtghtewj* 

IN  all  the  foregoing  fefmcns  I  have  been  pleilding  and  wooing 
for  Chrift.  And  as  Abraham's  fervant,  to  win  the  iamfiPs 
cdnfcdt,  told  har  what  trcafures  his  matter's  fon  had,  fo  1  have 
.laboured  to  ftew  you  fomc  part  of  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift, 
.if  by  apy  means  1  might  allure  yoar  hearts,  and  be  inftnnnental  to 
•clofe  the  happy  match  betwixt  him  and  yoti ;  and  (as  the  apojllt 
fpeaks)  efpoufe  you  to  one  hufband,  eveli  to  Chrift. 

Butaias!  How  few  ftir  towards  himP  The  moft  Teem  to  be  im* 
tnoveably  fixed  m  their  natural  (late,  and  finful  courfes.  All  our  ar- 
guments and  entreaties  return  to  us  again,  and  affect  xiothing.  It  is 
amazing  to  think  what  is  the  matter,  that  fouls  which  have  in  them 
the  inbred  hopes  and  fears  of  the  world  to  come,  and  felf-refie^ng 
powers  cannot,  for  all  this,  be  prevailed  with  to  quit'the  way  of  iin, 
and  to  embrace'  the  way  of  holinefs,  though  their  confciencfes  mean 
while  ftand  convinced,  that  eternal  damnation  is  the  iflue  and  re- 
fult  of  the  one  \  life,  peace,  and  eternal  joys  of  the  other. 

This  hath  put  me  upon  a  ferlous  iearch  what  may  be  the  caufe 
and  reafim  of  this  fixed  and  unreafonable  obdinacy  \  and  in  this 
it  feems  evidently  td  lie  with  moQ  that  live  in  an  unregenerate 
fiate  under  the  gofpel,  that  they  put  a  force  upon  their  own  con- 
fciences,  and  do  imprifon  and  hold  the  truth  in  unrighteoufnefs, 
though  the  wrath  of  God  be  revealed  from  heaven  againft  all  that 
dofo. 

If  by  this  difcourfe  I  can  but  fet  truth  at  liberty,  and  loofe  the 
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Lord's  pnfoners  which  lie  bound  in  your  fouls,  I  (hall  nbt  doubt 
the  value  of  Chrift  will  quickly  rife  among  you>  and  free  convic- 
tions will  make  the  work  of  your  xninifters  much  more  eafy  and 
fuccefsfiil  than  they  now  find'  it.  It  is  hardly  imaginable  but  the 
things  you  have  heard  muft  leave  your  fouls  under  convi^ons :  but 
if  you  fupprefs  and  ftifle  them,  they  produce  nothing  but  aggrava^ 
tions  of  iin  and  mifery.  Now,  in  order  to  the  free  and  effeAual 
working  of  all  your  conviftions,  and  begetting  that  reverence 
which  is  due  to  them  from  every  foul,  as  to  the  voice  of  God,  I 
have  chofen  thb  fcripture,  the  fcope  and  fenfe  whereof  I  (hall  next 
give  you. 

The  true  fcope  and  aim  of  this  context  is  to  prove  the  juftifica^- 
tion  of  finners  to  be  only  by  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrifl  in 
the  way  of  faith.  To  make  this  evident,  he  diftributes  the  whole 
world  into  Gentiles  and  Jews  \  the  one  feeking  righteoufnefs^  by 
the  dim  light  of  nature,  or  the  law  written  in  their  hearts  \  the 
other,  viz.  the  Jews,  by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  external  confor- 
mity to  the  law  of  Moles :  But  that  neither  can  find  what  they 
ftek,  he  diftin£lly  and  fully  proves.  He  proves  it  firft  upon  the 
Gentiles  from  this  verfe  to  the  17  th  verfc  of  the  fecond  chapter} 
and  then  he  proves  it  upon  the  Jews  alfo  from  thence  to  the  end 
of  the  third  chapter.  As  for  the  CJentilesi  he  acknowledges  that 
they  bad  inbred  notions  of  God  imprinted  in  their  nature  \  they 
had  alfo  the  book  of  the  creatures  before  them,  enough  to  leave 
them  without  excufe,  ver.  20.  they  have  no  pretence  of  ignorance: 
But  thcfe  common  notices  of  God,  and  of  good  and  evil,  they 
did  not  obey  and  put  in  pra£tice,  but  aded  againft  the  very  light 
and  diftates  of  their  natural  confciences.  For  which  caufe  the. 
wrath  of  God  was  revealed  fr*om  heaven  againft  them>  as  the  text 
fpeaks.     Wherein  note, 

1.  A  clear  and  dreadful  revelation  of  Divine  wrath. 

2.  The  object  or  impulfive  caufe  thereof,  ungodlinefi  and  unrigh* 
teoufnefi. 

3.  The  fpecial  aggravation  of  this  ungodfmefs  and  unrighteoufV 
nefs,  "  that  they  held  the  truth  in  unrighteoufnefs-** 

1.  Here  is  a  clear  and  dreadful  revelation  of  Divine  wrath,  the 
"  wrath  of  God  (faith  the  apoftle)  is  revealed  from  heaven;'* 
•fyn^v,  the  indignation  or  vengeance  of -God.  It  is  a  word  of 
deep  and  dreadful  fignification ;  the  damned  that  feel  the  weight 
of  it,  have  the  fulleft  fenfe  of  it.  It  is  faid,  Pfalm  xc.  1 1.  «  Who 
"  knows  the  power  of  thine  anger  ?  According  to  thy  fear,  (b  is 
*<  thy  wrath  :"  That  is,  the  fears  of  an  incenfed  Deity  are  no 
Tain  bugbears,  nor  the  effcfts  of  ignorance  and  fuperlHtion  as 
athei/ls  fancy  \  but  let  men's  fears  of  it  be  what  they  will^  they  ihall 
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find,  except  thej  repent,  the  wrath  of  God  to  be  according  to, 
yea,  and  for  above  their  fears  of  it.  If  the  wrath  of  a  kiag  be  as 
the  mefiengers  of  death,  what  then  is  the  wrath  of  the  great  and 
terrible  God  ?  This  wrath  is  here  faid  to  be  reveale4i  AsrojtatXiwlsT*/, 
difcpvered,  or  made  manifeft ;  and  fo  it  is  divers  ways :  It  was  re- 
vealed, to  them  by  the  light  of  nature,  their  cvwn  confciences  gave 
them  notice  and  warning  of  it.  Thus  it  was  revealed  to  them  by 
an  fnternal  tcftimony,  a  witnefs  within  them;  and  it  was  alfo  reveal- 
ed to  them  by  the  inftances  and  examples  of  ftrokes  and  punlfli- 
ments  of  fin  in  all  ages  by  the  immediate  hand  of  a  juftly  incenfed 
CJod.  They  came  not  by  chance,  but  Divine  direi^ion  :  therefore 
it  is  added,  am*  ypavbty  Jrom  heaven y  or  from  God  in  heaven. 

i.  Here  is  the  ohjeEl,  or  impulfive  caufe  of  this  revealed  and  in- 
flijled  wrath^  it  is  revealed  from  heaven  againji  all  ungodhnefs  and 
unrtghteoufnefs  of  men*  Ett*  «*ow«»  ownfffwH'  x«  oH^nwvt,  The  former 
a<rtCcift,  ungodlinefsy  comprifeth  all  fins  againd  the  firft  table ;  the 
irreligious  lives  and  pradtces  of  men,  living  in  the  negledl  of  the 
duties  of  religion  :  the  other  word  aJwi*,  unrtghteoufnefs^  compri- 
feth all  fins  againfi:  the  fecond  table,  afts  of  fraud,  uncleannefs, 
&c.  againft  men.  And  becaufe  thefe  two  general  comprehenfive 
words  are  branched  out  into  many  particulars,  therefore  he  faith, 
<*  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  againft  all  ungodlinefs  and  unrigh- 
<*  tcoufneft,'*  There  is  not  one  of  the  many  fins  into  which  un- 
godlinefs and  unrighteoufnefs  are  branched  out,  but  incenfeth  the 
£ord's  vrrath :  and  though  he  only  mentions  the  fins  in  the  ahftraBy 
we  are  to  undcrftand  the  abftra^  put  here  for  the  concrete ;  the 
fins  for  the  finners  that  commit  them,  or  God's  punifhing  thefc 
fins  upon  the  perfons  of  the  finners.    , 

3.  Laftly,  We  have  here  before  us  the  fpecial  aggravation  of 
thefe  fins,  or  that  which  macie  them  much  more  provoking  to 
God  than  otherwife  they  had  been.  And  it  was  this,  that  whilfl 
they  committed  thefe  fins,  or  omitted  thofe  duties,  they  held  the 
truth  in  unrighteoufnefs;  xotrtxorruyy  the  word  fignifies  to  detain^flopy 
hinder]  or  put  a  Kemora  in  that  way  of  the  truth  of  God,  or  thofe 
common  notions  they  had  of  his  being,  powjcr,  goodnefs,  truth, 
&c.  as  alfo  of  his  worship,  and  the  diflfcrence  between  good  and 
e\'i!.  Thefe  truths  ftruggled  in  their  confciences ;  confcience  in- 
ftigated  them  to  duty,  and  laboured  to  reflraln  them  from  fin  f  but 
all  in  vain,  they  overbear  their  own  confciences,  and  keep  thofe  fenti- 
ments  and  convidVions  prifbners,  though  they  ftruggicd  for  liberty 
to  break>  forth  into  pra^ice  and  obedience.  Therr  conviAions  were 
kept  down  under  the  dominion  and  power  of  corruptions,  as  a 
prifoner  is  fhut  up  by  his  keeper.  Their  lufts  were  too  hard  for 
their  light,  'thus  you  have  both  the  fcopc  and  fenfc  of  the  text. 
The  point  from  it  is  this. 
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Doft.  That  the  'wrath  of  God  is  dreadfully  incenfed  againjl  all  thofe 
that  live  in  any  courfe  offtn^  againjl  the  light  and  diElatcs  oj  their 
own  conjiriences. 

Sins  of  ignorance  provoke  the  wrath  of  God,  yet  arc  they  not 
of  fo  heinous  a  nature  as  fins  againft  light  and  conviction  are,  nor 
IhaH  they  be  puniihed  fafevercly,  Luke  xii.  47.  "  That  fervant 
'<  which  knew  his  Lord's  will,  and  prepared  not  himfelf,  neither 
**  did  according  to  his  will,  (hall  be  beaten  with  many  ftripes/' 

It  excufes,  a  tantoj  in  fome  meafure,  when  a  man  can  fay^ 
Lord,  had  I  known  this  to  be  a  fin,  I  would  not  have  done  it : 
but  when  the  confcience  is  convinced,  and  ftrives  to  keep  us  from 
fuch  an  z&  or  courfe  of  finful  aftions,  and  we  flop  our  ears  againft 
its  voice  and  warnings ;  here  is  a  high  and  horrid  contempt  of  God 
and  his  law,  and  gives  the  fin  a  fcarlet  dye  or  tinAure.  Sins  of 
ignorance  cannot  compare  with  fuch  fins  as  thefe,  John  ill.  19. 
John  xvi.  22.     To  open  this  point,  let  me 

1.  Shew  you  what  confcience  is. 

2.  What  the  light  of  confcience  is,  and  what  its  kinds  are. 

3.  How  this  light  binds  the  confcience,  and  makes  it  ftrivc 
,  m  us. 

4*  Then  inftance  in  fome  cafes  wherein  it  doth  fo. 
5*  And,  Laftly,  how  and  why  the  imprifoning  of  thefe  con- 
victions fo  dreadfully  incenfeth  the  wratli  of  (^od. 

Fitflf  It  will  be  needful  tofpeak  a  little  to  the  nature  of  con- 
fcience in  general.  Confcience  fas  our  Divines  well  cxprcfi  it)  is 
the  judgment  of  a  man  upon  himfelf,  as  he  is  fubjecl  to  the  judg- 
ment of  God.  A  judgment  it  is,  and  a  practical  judgment  too ; 
it  belongs  to  the  underftanding  faculty,  i  Cor.xi.  13.  If  we  would 
judge  ourfelveSi  tsfc.  This  felf-judgment  is  the  proper  ofiice  of  the 
co^cience,  and,  to  enable  it  for  this  its  work  and  office,  there  are 
(as  is  generally  obferved)  three  things  belonging  to  every  man's 
confcience. 

I.-  A  knowledge  of  the  rule  or  law,  according  to  which  it  is  to 
judge,  called  the  SyntereftSy  which  is  a  trdafury  of  rules  and  prin- 
ciples, without  which  confcience  can  no  more  do  its  work,  than 
an  artificer  that  wants  his  fquare  or  levftl  can  do  his. 

2.  Knowledge  of  the  fafts,  or  matters  to  be  judged,  called  tjie 
Syneidefis.  The  confcience  of  every  man  keeps  a  regifter  of  his 
actions,  thoughts,  and  the  very  fecrets  of  the  heart. 

3.  An  ability  and  delegated  authority  to  pafs  judgment  on  our- 
felves  and  a£lions,  according  to  the  rule  and  law  of  God,  called 
Crijisf  judgment.  Here  it  fits  upon  the  bench  as  God's  vicegerent, 
abfolvmg  or  condemning^  as  it  finds  the  fincerity  or  hypocrify  of 
the  heart  upon  trial,  i  John  iii*  20,  2 1. 
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Confcience'i  therefore,  is  a  high  and  awful  power,  it  13^0  De9 
minor;  next,  and  immediately  under  God,  our  Judge;  riding,  as 
Jofeph  did,  in  the  fecond  chariot.  And  concerning  confcience, 
he  faith  to  every  man,  as  he  once  did  to  Mofes,  with  refpe^t  to 
Pharaoh,  Seey  I  have  made  thee  a  God  to  Pharaoh,  Exod.  vii*  i. 
The  voice  of  confcience  is  the  voice  of  CJod  What  it  bindetli  or 
loofeth  on  earth,  Clave  non  errante,  is  accordingly  bound  or  loofed 
in  heaven,  i  John  iii.  21.  the  greatell  deference  and  precife  obe- 
dience is  due  to  its  command.  Its  confolations  are,  of  all,  the 
mod  fweet,  and  its  condemnations  (only  excepting  thofe  by  the 
mouth  of  Chrifl  in  the  laft  judgment)  mod  terrible.  Zuinglius 
fpake  not  without  ground,  when  he  faid,  <  What  death  woulJ  I 
«  not  rather  chufe  ?    What  pdnifhment  would  I  not  rather  bear  ? 

<  Tea,  into  what  a  profound  abyfsof  hell  would  I  not  rather  eo- 

<  ter,  than  to  witnefs  againd  my  confcience  ?'  It  is  like  he  had 
felt  the  terrors  of  it  to  be  more  bitter  than  death.  How  many  have 
chofen  ftrangling,  rather  than  life,  under  the  terrors  of  confcience? 
Wherever  you  go,  confcience  accompanies  you;  whatever  you 
fay,  do,  or  but  think,  it  regifters  and  records,  in  order,  to  the  day 
of  account.  When  all  friends  forfake  thee,  yea,  when  thy  foul 
forfakes  thy  body,  confcience  will  not,  cannot  forfake  thee.  When 
thy  body  is  weaked  and  dulled,  thy  confcience  is.  nio(V  vigorous 
and  active  ?  Never  more  life  in  the  confcience  than  wnen  death 
makes  its  neareft  approach  to  the  boJy.  Wlicn  it  fmiles,  cheers, 
acquits  and  comforts,  oh,  what  a  heaven  doth  it  create  within  a 
man  !  And  when  it  frowns,  condemns,  and  terrifies,  how  doth 
it  bf  cloud,  yea,  benight  all  the  pleafures,  joy,  and  delights  of  this 
world  ?  O  confcience !  how  glad  would  the  damned  be  to  have 
taken  their  lad  farewel  of  thee,  when  they  bid  this  world  and  all 
its  inhabitants  farewel,  at  death  !  And  what  had  become  of  all 
the  fuSerers  and  martyrs,  when  (hut  up  from  friends  in  dungeons, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  cheering  cordials  and  comforts  thou  there 
adminidered  to  fupport  them  !  It  is  certainly  the  bed  of  friends, 
or  the  word  of  enemies  in  the  whole  creation.  This  is  confcience, 
thefe  are  its  powers  and  offices  ;  which  was  the  fird  thing. 

Secondly^  Our  next  enquiry  mud  be  into  the  light  of  confcience, 
and  the  various  kinds  of  that  light. 

The  Lord  did  not  frame  fuch  an  excellent  dru^hire  as  the  foul 
of  man,  without^  windows  to  let  in  light,  nor  doth  he  deny  the 
benefit  of  light  to  any  foul ;  but  there  is  a  twofold  light  which  men 
have  to  inform  and  guide  their  coniaences. 

1.  The  light  of  natural  reafon,  which  is  common. 

2.  The  light  of  fcripture  revelation,  which  is  fpecial. 

1.  There  is  a  common  light  of  natural  reafon,  which  is  connate, 
called  by  Solomon,  Prov.  xx.  27.  <<  The  candle  of  the  Lord. 
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«  The  fpirit  of  man  is  the  candle  of  the  liord/'  This  is  affirmed 
by  him  that  had  an  extraordinary  portion  of  intelleftuals,  a  brighter 
lamp  of  rea(bn»  and  wifdom,  than  other  man  \  and  this  is  not  only 
true  of  the  foul  in  general,  but  of  that  fpecial  power  of  it,  which  is 
called  confcitncty  which  is  God's  fpy,  and  man's  overfeer.  The 
Heathens  had  this  light  fliining  to  their  mindsi  and  confciences  $ 
fome  of  them,  by  the  alone  help  of  this  natural  light,  made 
wonderful  difcoveries  of  the  myfteries  of  nature ;  yea,  they  found 
its  efficacy  ;md  power,  great  in  their  confciences,  to  raife  their 
hopes  or  fears,  according  to  the  good  or  evil  they  had  done. 

*  Confcia  mens  ut  cuiquefua  eft^  iia  concipit  intra 

PeBora  pro  JacfOy  fpemque  metumque  fuo.     Ovid. 
And  to  the  ihame  of  many  that  are  called  Chriftlans,  ibme 
among  them  paid  great  reverence  to  their  own  confciences. 

^  lmprin\is  reyerere  teipfum^ 

Turpe  quid  au/urus,  teftne  tefte  time, 
.  But  however,  the  generality  of  them  did  not  fo,  and  are  taxed 
for  it  in  the  text ;  and  beiides,  this  light  can  make  no  difcoveries 
of  Chrift,  and  of  the  way  of  falvation  by  him.  The  moil  eagle- 
eyed  philoibphers  among  them  were  in  the  dark  here.  And  there- 
fore, 

2.  God  hath  afforded  men  a  more  clear,  and  excellent  light  to 
(hine  into  their  minds,  and  confciences,  even  the  light  of  the  gofpel, 
which,  compared  with  the  light  of  natural  reafon,  is  as  the  light 
of  the  fun  to  the  dim  moon-light.  Pfal.  cxlvii.  19,  20.  <*He 
*<  (faeweth  his  word  unto  Jacob,  his  (latutes  and  his  judgments 
**  unto  Ifrael :  he  hath  not  dealt  fo  with  any  nation  -,  and  as  for 
«  his  judgments  they  have  not  known  them.  Praife  ye  the  Lord." 
Every  creature  hath  the  name  of  God  engraven  on  it,  but  he  hath 
magnified  his  word  above  all  his  name,  Pi'al.  cxxxviii.  2.  God« 
who  bed  knows  the  rate  and  value  of  his  own  mercies,  accounts 
this  a  iingular  favour  and  privilege  to  any  nation.  Without  reve- 
lation we  could  never  have  known  the  caufe  of  our  milery,  the  fall 
of  Adam,  or  the  only  way  and  means  of  our  recovery  by  Chrift  : 
by  this  a  people  are  lifted  up  to  heaven,  Matth.  xi.  21.  inrefpedt  of 
means  and  advantages  of  falvation ;  and  confequently  the  contempt 
or  negled  of  fuch  light  and  love,  will  certainly  plunge  the  guilty 
into  proportionable  mifery.  John  ill.  19.  <<  This  is  the  condemna- 
*<  tion,  that  light  is  come  into  the  world,  and  men  love  darknefs 
«  rather  than  light.'' 
Moreover,  God  doth  not  only  afford  the  light  of  natural  rea^ 

*  Aft  is  every  m^\  confcience,  fo  are  his  hopes  and  fears, 
t  Principally  revere  thyfelf;  tempted  to  any  baft;  adibo,  dread  thyfelf,  evea 
irhen  there  is  no  other  witneis. 
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fon  and  external  gofpel-revelation  to  fome  men  in  an  eminent  de- 
gree ;  but  to  both  thefc  he  fuper-adds  the  internal  illumination  of 
his  Spirit,  which  is  the  cleared  and  moft  glorious  light  in  the  whole 
world.  «  He  fliineth  into  their  hearts  to  give  the  light  of  the 
««  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jcfus  Chrift," 
2  Cor.  iv.  6.  Thefe  are  the  three  forts  of  light  that  God  makes  to 
fliine  jiito  the  fouls  and  confciences  of  men  to  direft  and  guide 
them  ;  the  iirft  a  common  and  general  light,  the  two  laft  the  maft 
clear  and  tranfcendent  in  excellency,  efpecially  that  of  the  Spirit 
with  the  gofpel ;  For  though  the  fun  be  rifen,  yet  men  may  draw 
the  curtains  about  them,  and  lie  in  darknefs ;  but  the  Spirit  opens 
them,  and  makes  it  (hine  in. 

Thirdly^  How  this  light  fhining  into  the  confciences  of  men 
obligeth  them  to  obedience,  and  how  men's  lufts  ftruggle  againft 
the  obligations  of  an  enlightened  confcicnce,  is  the  next  thing  to 
be  fpoken  to.   ^ 

It  is  manifeft  and  beyond  all  controverfy,  that  an  enlightened 
confcience  lays  ftrong  and  indifpenfible  obligations  and  engage- 
ments on  the  foul  to  obedience  ;  for  the  will  of  God  is  the  fuprtmc 
law,  I  Thn.  vi.  15.  k  is  the  will  of  "  the  only  potentate,  the  King 
«  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords;*'  And  the  promulgation  and  ma- 
Hifeftation  of  it,  fo  binds  the  confcience  of  the  creature  to  obedience, 
as  no  authority  or  power  on  earth  can  loofe  thofe  bands  \  no  man 
can  grant  a  Superfedeas  in  this  cafe,  or  relieve  the  foul  fo  bound  by  a 
noli  prcfcqui :  For  confcience,  as  God's  vicegerent^  in  his  name  rc- 
qnireth  obedience,  and  the  man  that  heareth  the  voice  of  God  from 
the  mouth  of  his  own  confcience  prefently  thereupon  beconnes  a 
de3for,Kom,u  14.  put  under  a  ncceffity,  i  Cor.  ix.  16. 

Now  confcience,  by  reafon  of  the  light  that  fhlneth  into  it,  feel- 
ing itfelf  under  fuch  firong  bands  and  neceffities,  ftimulates  and 
urgeth  the  foul  to  obedience,  warns,  commands,  and  prefles  the  foul 
to  its  duty  againfl  the  contrary  intereft,  and  inclinations  of  the 
ficfli :  and  hence  arife  thofe.  combats  and  confiifts  in  the  bofoms  of 
men.  Sometimes  confcience  prevails,  and  fometimes  hifts  and 
corruptions  prevail,  and  that  with  great  difficulty  ;  for  it  is  not  alike 
cafy  to  all  men  to  fhake  off,  or  burft  the  bands  of  their  6wn  con- 
fciences, though  others  caiT  do  it  eaiiiy.  What  a  hard  talk  had 
Saul  to  conquer  his  own  confcience  ?  I  forced  my/elf^  faith  he,  i  Sam. 
xiii.  12.  he  knew  it  belonged  not  to  him  to  offer  facrifice,  his  con- 
fcience plainly  told  him  it  would  be  his  (in ;  but  yet  the  fear  of  the 
Philiftincs  being  (Ironger  than  the  fear  of  God,  he  adventured  upon 
it,  renifenle  confcietiliay  againft  the  plain  di6btes  of  his  own  con- 
fcience. Thus  Herod  gives  fentence  to  put  John  to  death,  Mat. 
xiv.  9.  "  Tiie  king  v.'as  ferry,  neverthelcfs,  for  his  oath's  fake,  and 
^*  them  which  fat  with  him  at  meat,  he  commanded  it  to  be  given 
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<'  her/'  His  honour  weighed  up  all  his  fear  of  fia,  his  own  wofd 
weighed  more  with  him  than  God's  word  ;  Ne$no  ita  perpUxm  /«?/?- 
iur  inter  duo  "jitia^  quirt  ixitus  patent  ahfque  teriio  :  <  No  man  is  held 
<  fo  perplexed  between  two  viceisj  but  he  may  find  ao  ifTue  without 
*  falling  into  a  third.' 

Pilate's  confcience  was  convinced  of  Chrid's  innocency,  ]Ma^« 
XX7U.  18,  19.,  yet  the  fear  of  Caefar  hurries  him  on  to  the  grcateft 
of  wickednefs,  even  to  give  fentence  againfi  innocent  bloody  yeas 
the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God.  Darius,  ir.  like  mannef,  Dan.  vi.  i^y 
knew  that  Daniel  was  not  only  an  excellent  perfon,  but  that  he  was 
cntrapt  by  the  noi/esy  merely  for  his  confcience,  and  that  to  put  hin> 
to  death  was  to  facrifice  him  to  their  malice :  This  he  and  his  con^ 
fcience  debated  all  the  day,  many  encounters  he  had  with  it ;  fov 
the  text  faith,  He  <<  was  fore  difpleafcd  with  himfelf,  and  l^ie  fd 
"  his  heart  on  Daniel  to  deliver  him,  and  laboured  until  the  going 
"  down  of  the  fun  to  deliver  him ;"  but  after  a  day's  (harp  iigbt 
betwixt  him  and  his  confcience,  luil  prevails  at  lad  againfi  light,  vfA 
returns  viftor  out  of  the  field  in  the  evening.  So  it  was  with  poor 
Spira  ;  he  feemed  to  hear,  as  it  were,  an  inward  voice,  Do  not  wriie^ 
^ira,  do  not  write :  but  the  love  of  his  eftate,  wife,  and  childrenji 
drew  his  ha^d  to  the  papcr^  though  confcience  ftruggied  ha^d  to 
liold  it  back. 

Thus,  as  the  rcftlefs  fea  ftrives  to  beat  down,  or  break  oyer  its 
bounds,  to  do  impetuous  lufts  {^rive  to  over-bear  light  andcoxi- 
vidion  i  video  nuliora proboqufy  detiriora  fequor  •  They  know  this  or 
that  to  be  a  fin,  and  that  they  hazard  their  (bub  by  it  \  but  yet 
they  will  adventure  on  it,  and  rufh  into  fin  as  the  horfe  i^to  the  bat- 
tle.        ^  • 

Fourthly^  I  promifed  to  give  you  fome  inilances  of  the  confli£b. 
betwixt  men's  confciences  and  their  corruptions,  wherein  confcience 
is  vanquifhed  and  over^borne,  and  by  what  weapons  the  vi^ry 
over  confcience  is  obtained.  Now  the  convifUons  of  men  are 
twofold,  viz. 

1.  General,  refpe^Ung  their  ftate. 

2.  Particular,  refpedting  this  or  that  action. 

I .  There  are  general  convictions  and  notices  given  to  Ibnae  men 
and  women  by  their  confciences,  that  their  condition,  or  ftate  o£ 
foul  IS  neither  right  nor  fafe ;  that  they  want  the  main  things 
which  coni)itutes  a  Chrifiiati,  viz.  regeneration,  or  a  gracious  change 
of  heart  and  life  :  They  hear  and  read  the  figns  and  effedb  of  thefe 
things;  but  their  coniciences  plainly  tell  them  it  cannot  find  them 
in  them  ;  that  they  enjoy  the  external  privileges  of  the  faints,  bi^t 
they  belong  not  to  them  \  that  fomethingis  ftill  wanting,  and  that 
the  main  thing  too.  O  my  foul,  thou  art  not  right  \  thou  haft 
^itsi  thou  haft  a  name  to  live^  but  b>x  all  tha(  tJ^ou  arvdead^ 
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fomc  fiirthcr  work  muft  be  done  upon  thee,  or  thou  art  undone 
to  eternity :  thou  paffeft  for  a  good  Chriftian  aoiong  men,  but  woe 
to  thee  if  thou  die  in  the  ftatc  thou  art.  Thefe,  and  fnch  as  thefci 
are  the  whifpers  of  fomc  men's  confciences  in  their  cars ;  and  yet 
they  cannot  fo  yield  themfelves  up  into  the  hands  of  their  conviftiom, 
as  to  confefs  and  bewail  their  hypocrify  and  groft  miftake,  and 
feek  for  a  better  foundation  to  build  their  hope  on.  Felix's  con- 
fciencegave  him  fuch  a  terrible  rouze  and  monition  as  this,  and 
made  him  to  tremble  whilH:  Paul  reafoned  with  him  about  righ- 
teoufnefs,  afld  temperance,  and  judgment  to  come,  Afts  xxiv.  2j. 
It  whifpered  in  his  ear  fuch  language  as  this,  O  poor  foul,  hov 
{hall  fuch  an  oppreflbr,  fuch  an  intecnperate  wretch  as  thou  art, 
ftand  before  God  in  this  day  of  judgment,  which  Paul  proves  in 
thy  fiice  is  certainly  future  ?  For,  as  Tacitus  faith  of  him,  He  was 
inexplebilis  gurges^  an  infatiable  gulph  of  tovetoufncjfs :  So  it  was 
with  Agrippa,  Afts  xxvi.  28.  he  ftood  at  half-bent,  dubious,  and 
unrefolved  what  to  do  :  he  faw  the  heavenly  do^inc  of  Chrifti- 
anity  evidently  confirmed  by  doftrines  and  miracles,  his  con- 
fcience  pleaded  hard  with  him  to  embrace  it,  and  had/almoft  pre- 
vailed ;  almoil,  or  within  a  little,  as  the  word  is,  thou  perfuadeft 
me  to  be  a  Chriftian  :  but  Agrippa  had  too  tnuch  wealth  and  ho- 
nours to  deny  and  forfake  for  Chrlft  5  the  love  of  the  prefcnt 
world  overbore  both  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  world  to  come. 
And  thus  that  excellent  fifhcr  for  fouU,  who  had  thoroughly  con- 
verted fo  many  to  Chrift,  caught  but  a  piece  of  Agrippa  ;  almoJl\s 
a  great  deal  tor  fo  great  a  perfon.  The  gofpel  is  a  drag-net,  and 
brings  up  all  forts,  whole  Chriftians,  and  half  Chriftians.  The 
confcience  is  caught)  and  the  will  begins  to  incline;  but  O  the 
power  and  prevalence  of  fin !  which,  like  the  rudder,  commands 
all  to  a  contrary  courfe. 

If  we  come  a  little  nearer,  and  enquire  what  are  thofc  Remords 
that  ftop  confcience  in  its  courfe,  bind  and  imprifon,  ftifle  and 
fuppreA  its  convictions  ;  that  although  a  man  ftrongly  fufpe^  his 
foundation  to  be  but  fand,  his  hopes  for  heaven  a  *ftrong  dclufion, 
yet  he  will  not  throw  up  his  vain  hopes,  confefs  his  (elf-deceits, 
and  begin  all  anew.  What  is  it  which  over-bears  confcience  in 
this  cafe  ?  Let  men  impartially  examine  their  hearts,  and  it  will 
be  found  that  thefe  three  things  bind  and  imprilbn  thefe  convic- 
tions of  confcience,  and  hold  the  tnith  in  unrighteoufneis,  viz. 
Shame,  fear,  and  pride  of  heart. 

(i.)  Shanie.  Men  that  have  been  profefibrs,  and  of  good  efteem 
in  the  world,  are  alhamed  the  world>  (hpuld  know  the  miftakes 
and  errors  of  all  their  life  paft,  and  what  deluded  fools  and  felf** 
deceivers  they  have  been  :  this  is  a  powerfol  reftraint  upon  con-* 
viilion^  how  fliall  they  look  their  acquaintance  in  the  face  ?  what 
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^rill  men  think  and  fay  of  them  ?  «  How  can  ye  believe  w&ich  re- 
"  ccivc  honour  one  of  another  ?"  faith  Chrift,  John  v.  44.  q.  d. 
What!  you  be  Chriftians,  and  yet  not  able  to  endure  a  cenfure,  or 
a  feoff  upon  your  names  ;  that  ftand  more  upon  your  reputation 
than  your  falvation :  how  can  you  believe  ? 

.  0  what  madnefs  and  exalted  folly  appears  in  this  cafe !  men 
will  chufc  rather  to  go  on,  though  confcience  tells  them  the  end 
of  that  way  will  be  death,  than  fuffer  the  fhame  of  a  juft  and  ne- 
ceflary  retraction,  which  yet  indeed  b  not  their  (hame,  but  their 
duty  and  glory.  You  that  are  fo  tender  of  the  (hame  of  men, 
how  will  you  be  able  to  endure  the  contempt  and  Ihame  that  fhall 
be  caft  on  you  from  God,  angels  and  men,  in  the  great  day  ? 
Luke  ix.  26.  It  is  no  ihame  to  acknowledge  your  miftake,  but  to 
periift  in  it,  after  convidion,  is  fhameful  madnefs. 

I  knew  an  excellent  minifter,  who  proved  an  eminent  inftru* 
ment  in  the  church  of  God,  who  in  the  beginning  of  his  minify 
terial  courfe  was  not  upon  the  right  foundation  of  regeneration. 
This  man  had  rare  abilities,  excellent  natural  and  acquired  gifts, 
and  could  preach  of  regeneration,  faith,  and  heavenly  mindednefs, 
though  he  felt  nothing  of  chefe  things  in  his  own  experience.  His 
life  was  very  unblanleable,  and  he  had  no  mean  intereft  and  efteem 
among  good  men.  It  pleafed  the  Lord,  whilfl  this  man  was 
iludying  an  excellent  fpiritual  point  to  preach  to .  others,  his  con- 
fcience firft  preached  it  in  his  fludy  to  himfelf,  and  that  with  fuch 
a  clofe  and  routing  application,  as  made  him  to  tremble,  telling 
him,  that  though  he  had  gifts  above  many,  and  fobriety  in  his 
converfation,  yet  one  thing,  and  that  the  main  thing,  fandlifying 
grace,  was  wanting.  Hereupon  the  pangs  of  the  new  birth  feized 
his  ioul,  and  the  Lord  made  him  a  moft  inward,  fe,arching,  ex- 
perimental minifler,  and  crowned  his  labours  with  unufual  fuccefs. 
This  miniAer,  to  his  dying  day,  was  not  aihamcd  in  all  companies 
to  acknowledge  his  miltake,  and  blefs  God  for  his  recovery  out  of 
it ;  and  in  nibft  of  his  fermons,  he  would  endeavour  to  convince 
profeflbrs  of  the  neceffity  of  a  fecond  converfion. 

{2.)  Fear  is  another  pull-back,  which  with-holds  men  from  ex- 
ecuting the  convictions  of  their  own  confciences,  and  obeying  its 
calls  in  this  grand  cafe  and  concern  of  the  foul.  They  are  pretty 
cafy  and  fafe  under  the  external -profeflion,  iund  duties  of  religion, 
and  are  afraid  of  throwing  up  their  vain  hopes,  and  engaging 
thcmfelves  heartily  and  thoroughly  in  religion ;  and  there  be  two 
things  that  fcare  them. 

ifi.  The  inward  pains  and  troubles  of  fpirit  attending  the  new 
birth;  which  they  have  read  and  heard  of,  and  icen  the  effcfts  of 
in  others.     O  it  is  a  dreadful  thiivg  to  lie  under  the  terrors  that 
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many  have  fett !  and  fo  it  is  with  them  as  with  one  that  hath  a 
bone  ill-fct,  who,  if  he  have  any  eafe,  will  rather  endure  a  liftlc 
daily  pain,  and  be  content  to  halt  all  his  life,  than  undergo  the  p^in 
of  another  fra^ion  or  diilocation  in  order  to  a  perfeft  cure. 

2dlyy  They  are  afraid  of  external  fufllerings.  The  form  of  god- 
linefs  leaves  men  a  latitude  to  take  or  leave,  according  as  the  times 
favour  or  frown  upon  the  ways  of  religion;  hut  the  power  of  god- 
linefs  will  engage  and  put  them  beyond  retreat:  They  muft 
then  (land  to  it  come  what  wilL  But,  foul,  let  me  tdl  thee,  if 
the  juil  fears  and  appreheniions  of  hell,  and  the  eternal  wrath  of 
God  were  ilpon  thct,  to  which  thy  hypocrify  and  formality  will 
expofe  thee  ;  all  thcfe  fears  of  inward  or  outward  troubles  would 
▼anifh  the  fame  hour. 

(3.)  Pride  of  heart  fufiers  not  this  convijlion  of  confcience  to 
work  out  its  efieds,  but  holds  this  truth  in  unrighteoufnefs,  to  the 
hazard  and  ruin  of  tnany  fouls.  Men  that  live  npon  their  own 
duties  and  felf-righteoufnefs,  are  not  eafily  brought  to  renounce  all 
this,  and  live  ypon  the.  righteoufnefs  of  Chrtft  alone  for  juftifica- 
tion.  Proud  nature  will  rather  venture  the  hazard  of  dftmnation 
than  fuch  felf-denial,  Rom.  x.  3.  As  you  fee  it  common  among 
poor  people  to  live  meanly  on  cowrfo  fare  of  their  own,  than  upo& 
the  alms  and  bounty  of  another. 

O  but  if  once  the  day  of  God's  power  be  come,  and  a  man  be- 
gins to  feel  the  commandment  come  home  to  his  confcience,  as 
Paul  did,  Rom.  vii.  9.  when  he  comes  to  realize  the  world  to 
come,  the  value  of  his  foul,  and  the  danger  it  is  in ;  then  all  thefe 
remora's  arc  as  eafily  fwept  away,  as  fo  many  ftraws  by  the  rapd 
courfe  of  a  mighty  torrent.  Then  let  men  fay  or  think  what  they 
pleafe,  I  muft  not  throw  away  my  own  foul  to  maintain  a  vain 
eftimation  among  men.  Let  inwaixl  or  outward  fufferings  be  ever 
fo  gKat,  it  is  better  for  me  to  feel  them,  than  to  fufier  the  ever« 
lafting  wrath  of  the  great  and  terrible  God.  Let  my  own  righ- 
teoufnefs be  what  it  will,  all  is  but  dung  and  drois  to  the  pure  and 
perfeft  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift. 

2.  As  this  general  conviAion,  with  refped  to  men's  ftate  and 
condition,  is  held  in  unrighteoufnefs,  and  men  and  women  go 
with  grumbling  confoien'ces,  and  frequent  Inward  fears  by  reafon 
of  it ;  fo  there  are  many  particular  convictions  bound  and  impri- 
foned  in  men's  fouls.  Particular  convi^ons,  I  fay,  both  as  co  tins 
committed,  and  known  duties  omitted,  againft  both  tables  of  the 
law  of  God  *,  called  in  the  text,  ungodlinefs  and  unrighftemfiufi, 
Confcience  labours  and  ftrives  to  bring  men  to  confefs,  bewail,  and 
reform  them,  but  cann6t  prevail  \  contrary  luiVs  and  interefts  over- 
power them,  aiid  detain  them  in  unrighteoufnefs.    What  thefe 
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are»  and  how  they  are  with-held  by  thofc  lufts,  I  fhall  give  jn  fome 
inibnces. 

Inftance  I.  And  firft,  for  convuEUons  o( ungodiimfsl  There  are 
many  that  call  themfelves  ChriflianSy  whofe  cunfcitrnces  tell  tiu  ni 
God  is  to  be  daily  and  duly  worfhipped  by  theoii  both  in  family. 
2nd  dofet-prayer.  It  fets  before  them  Joihua's  pious  pradice^ 
Joihuaxxiv.  15.  <<  As  for  me  and  my  houfe,  we  will  ftrve  the 
«  Lord.**  They  know  God  is  tht  Jounder,  the  owner^  the  tmi/hr 
of  their  families;  that  all  family-bknings  are  from  him,  and  there- 
fore he  is  to  be  owned,  acknowledged,  and  fought,  in  daily  family 
prayers  and  praifcs.  It  tells  them  the  curfe  of  God  hangs  over 
prayerlefs  famihes,  Jer.  x.  25.  and  that  they  live  in  the  intxcufa* 
ble  negle^  of  thefe  duties,  (eldom  worQiipping  God  with  their 
families,  or  in  their  clofets ;  and  that  therefore  they  live  without 
God  in  the  world.  And  dreadful  will  the  account  and  reckoning 
be  at  the  great  day,  for  their  own  fouls,  which  they  have  flarv^ 
for  want  of  dofet  orayer,  and  for  the  fouls  committed  to  their 
diarge,  which  periOi  for  want  of  family-duties.  This  is  the  cafe 
of  aiany,  who  yet  will  needs  pafs  for  profeflbrs  of  Chriflianity. 

Lord,  how  fad  a  cafe  is  here  ?  How  can  men  pofHbly  live  in 
the  daily  oegled  of  fo  great,  fo  neceflary  a  duty  ?  Certainly  it  is 
not  fior  want  of  light  and  conviction ;  the  very  light  of  nature,  if 
we  had  no  Bibles,  dilcovers  thefe  duties.  But  three  things  hold 
this  truth  of  God  dictated  by  men's  confciences  in  unrighteoufncfs^ 
viz, 

1.  The  love  of  the  world. 

2.  Confcioufnefs  of  inability. 

3.  A  dilincUned  heart. 

1.  TAp  love  of  the  world  choaks  this  conviflion  In  the  fouk  of 
fome:  and  they  think  it  enough  to  plead  for  tii<  ir  excufe,  the 
want  of  opportunities,  and  many  encumbrances  th(  y  iiave,  winch 
will  not  allow  them  time  for  thefe  duties.  The  woriii  ib  a  fe\crc 
taik-maAer,  and  fills  their  heads  and  hands  all  the  da)  with  cares 
and  toils. 

And  mufl  the  nK)uth  of  confcience  then  be  flopped  with  fuch  a 
pica  as  this?  No;  God  and  confcience  will  not  be  anfweret  nd 
put  off  fo.  The  greateft  number  of  perfons  in  the  world ,  from 
whom  God  hath  the  moft  fpiritual  and  excellent  worfhip,  arc  of 
the  lower  and  poorjer  rank,  Pfal.  Ixxiv.  2p.  James  ii.  5.  And  it 
is  highly  probable  your  necefHties  had  been  lefs,  if  your  prayers  i  ad 
been  more.  And  what  fweeter  outlet  and  vent  to  all  thefe  trou- 
bles can  you  find  than  prayer  ?  This  would  fweeten  all  your  la- 
bours asd  forrows  in  the  world* 

2.  Confcioufnefs  and  fenfe  of  inability  and  want  of  gifts ^  retrain 
this  conviAion  in  others.    Should  they  attempt  fuch  duties  before 
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others,  they  (hall  but  cxpofc  their  own  ignorance  and  ifaame. 

But  this  is  a  vain  pretence  to  fliake  off  duty.  The  negleft 
of  prayer  is  a  principal  caufe  of  that  inability  you  complain  of; 
gifts,  as  well  as  grace,  grow  by  exercife  To  him  that  "hath  (hall 
be  given,  and  he  fhall  have  more  abundantly.  And  befides,  it  is 
the  fruit  of  pride,  and  argues  your  eye  to  be  more  upon  your  own 
honour  than  God's.  The  Lord  regards  not  oratory  in  prayer ; 
your  broken  expreiRons,  yea,  your  groans  and  fighs  pleafe  him  more 
than  all  the  eloquence  in  the  world. 

3.  But  ,the  principle  thing  that  reftrains  men  from  obeying  their 
convidions  as  to  family  and  clofet  prayer,  is  a  difmclined  heart ; 
that  is  the  root  and  true  caufe  of  thefe  (inful  neglefts  and  omif- 
fions.  You  favour  not  the  fweetnefs  of  thefe  things,  and  what  a 
man  relifhes  no  fweetnefs  in,  or  £nds  no  neceility  of,  b  eafily 
omitted  and  let  pafs. 

But  woe  to  you  that  go  from  day  to  day  felf-condemned  for  the 
negleft  of  fo  known,  fo  fweet,  and »  fo  neceflary  a  duty ;  if  our 
hearts  condemn  us,  God  is  greater  than  our  hearts,  i  John  iii. 
20.  He  that  lives  without  prayer  is  dead  whilft  he  lives  \  and  let 
men  t?lk  what  they  pleafe  of  fecret  communion  with  God,  I  am 
fure,  if  religion  did  thrive  in  the  clofet,  it  could  never  be  baniflied 
out  of  the  family.  The  time  is  coming  alfo  when  death  ^)vill  dif- 
band  and  break  up  your  families,  feparate  the  wife  from  the  hnf- 
band,  the  child  from  the  parent,  the  fervant  from  the  mafter ;  and 
then  where  ft  all  you  find  relief  and  comfort,  who  have  fpent  your 
time  together  fo  fmfully  and  vainly,  I  cannot  tell,  nor  what  account 
you  can  giv^  to  God  in  the  great  day.  Think  fadly  on  thefe 
things,  they  are  worth  thinking  on. 

Inflame  2.  A  fecond  inftance  of  ungodlinefs  continued  in  under 
the  convidlions  of  confcience,  informality  in  all  the  external  duties 
of  religion  and  ordinances  of  God.  Have  not  the  confciences  of  force 
of  you  often,  and  plainly  told  you,  that  though  you  be  often 
engaged  in  the  public  duties  of  hearing,  prayer,  &c.  yet  your 
hearts  are  not  with  God  in  thofe  duties  }  They  do  not  work  af- 
ter communion  and  fcUowihip  with  him  therein.  It  is  no- 
thing but  the  force  of  education,  cuftom,  and  care  of  reputation 
brings  you  there: 

Such  a  conviftion  as  this  could  it  work  home,  and  do  its  work 
thoroughly  would  be  the  falvation  of  thy  fcul ;  were  power  added 
to  the  form,  as  confcience  would  have  it,  thou  wert  then  a  real 
Chriftian,  and  out  of  the  danger  of  hell.  The  want  of  this  thy 
confcience  k^h  will  be  thy  ruin,  and  accordingly  gives  thee  plain 
warning  of  it.  O  what  pity  is  it  fuch  a  conviftion  as  this  ftiould 
be  held  in  unrighteoufnefs !  But  fo  it  is  In  very  many  fouls,  and 
that  on  feveral  accounts. 
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1.  BecauTe  hypocrify  is  fo  odious  and  abominable  a  fin,  that  men 
are  loth  to  own  and  acknowledge  it,  how  guilty  foever  they  be  of 
it.  What,  diflcmblc  with  God,  and  play  the  hypocrite  with  him! 
it  is  fo  black  and  foul  a  crime,  that  men  cannot  eafily  be  brought 
to  charge  thcmfclves  with  it.  They  may  have  the  infirmities 
which  arc>  common  to  the  beft  of  men,  but  yet  they  are  not  hypo^ 
aites.  Thus  pride  of  heart  cafts  a  chain  upon  convidion,  and 
bir.ds  it,  that  it  cannot  do  its  work, 

2.  It  is  a  cheap  and  eafy  way  to  give  God  the  external  fervicc  and 
worfliip  of  the  body,  but  heart-work  is  hard  work.  To  fit  or  kneel 
an  hour  or  two  is  no  great  matter  :  but  to  fearch,  humble,  and 
break  the  heart  for  fin  ;  to  work  up  the  dead  and  earthly  affec- 
tions into  a  fpiritual  heavenly  frame,  this  will  coft  many  a  hard 
tug.  It  is  no  fevere  talk  to  fit  before  God  as  his  people,  whilft  the 
fancy  and  thoughts  are  left  at  liberty  to  wander  which  way  they 
pleafe,  as  the  thoughts  of  formal  hypocrites  ufc  to  do,  Ezek.  xzxiii. 
31.  bat  to  iet  a  watch  upon  the  heart,  to  fummon  in  the  thoughts 
of  God,  to  rctraft  every  wandering  thought  with  a  figh  ;  this  is  dif- 
ficult, and  the  difiiculty  over-powers  conviction  of  duty. 

3.  The  atheifm  of  the  heart  quenches  this  convidion  in  men's 
fouls.  Formality  is  a  fecret,  invifiblc  fin,  not  difcernable  by  man  ; 
the  outfide  of  religion  looks  fair  to  a  man's  eye,  and  fo  long  it  is 
well  enough,  as  if  there  were  not  a  God  that  tricth  the  hearts  and 
the  reins.  Thus,  when  a  beam  of  light  and  convi<n:ion  fhines  in- 
to the  foul,  a  cloud  of  natural  atheifm  over-fliadows  and  darkens 
it. 

But,  poor  felf-cozening  hypocrite,  thefe  things  muft  not  pafs  (b; 
thy  confcience,  as  well  as  the  word,  tells  thee  that  it  is  not  the  place 
of  worfhip,  but  the  fpirituality  of  it  that  God  regards,  John  iv. 
23,  21.  That  they  are  hypocrites  in  fcripturc-account  who  have 
God  in  their  mouths,  but  he  is  far  from  their  reins,  Jer.  xii.  2.  and 
that  hypocrites  will  have  the  hotted  place  in  hell,  Matth.  xxiv. 

5*- 

Inftance  3.  A  third  inftance  of  conviffions  ofungodlinefs  held  in 
tinrighteoufncfs,  is  in  declining  or  denying  to  confefs  the  known 
truths  of  God,  which  we  ourfelves  have  profeflre4i  when  the  con- 
feflion  of  them  infers  danger. 

In  times  of  danger,  confcience  finiggles  hard  with  men  to  ap- 
pear for  the  truths  of  God,  and  upon  no  account  whatfoevcr  to 
diiTemble  or  deny  them ;  and  enforceth  its  counfels  and  warnings 
upon  us  with  fuch  awful  fcriptures  as  thefe,  Luke  ix.  62.  «  No  man 
*^  having  put  his  hand  to  the  plough,  and  looking,  back,  is  fit  for 
"  the  Idngdom  of  God."  And  Matth.  x.  33.  «*  But  whoibever 
'*  ihall  deny  me  before  men,  him  will  I  alfo  deny  before  my  Fa- 
'<  ther  which  is  in  heaven."     In  this  cafe  confcience  ufeth  to 
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ftruggle  hard  with  men,  yet  is  many  times  overborne  by  the  preva- 
lent  temptations  of  the  fiefli :  As, 

I.  By  carnal  fears.  The  fearof  fuffering  gets  die  afcendant  of 
the  fear  of  God  j  men  chuie  rather  to  adventure  their  fouls  up- 
on wrath  to  come,  than  the  prefent  wrath  of  incenfed  enemies. 
They  vainly  hope  to  find  mercy  with  Cod,  but  expert  none  from 
men.  Thus  the  fear  of  man  brings  a  fnare,  Prov.  zxix.  25.  and  b 
the  voice  of  confcience  is  drowned  by  the  louder  clan)ours  and 
threats  of  adverfaries. 

2  As  the  fear  of  man's  threatenings,  fo  the  diftruA:  of  God's  pro- 
mifes,  defeats  the  defign  of  confcience.  If  xnen  believed  the  pro- 
mises, they  would  never  be  afraid  of  their  duties  ;  faith  in  a  pro- 
niife  would  make  men  as  bold  as  lions,  if  iuch  a  word  as  that  was 
minded,  Ifa.  Ivii.  11.  «  Of  whom  hail  thou  been  afraid,  or  feared, 
.  '<  that  thou  haft  lied,  and  haft  not  remembered  me  ?"  Men 
would  fay,  as  Zuinglius  in  the  like  cafe.  What  death  would  I  not 
rather  chufe  to  die  ?  What  puniihment  would  I  not  rather  under- 
go ?  Yea,  into  what  vault  of  hell  would  I  not  rather  chufe  to  be 
caft,  than  to  witnefs  againft  my  own  confcience  i 

3.  The  immoderate  and  inordinate  love  of  the  world,  over- 
powers conicieoce,  and  drowns  its  voice  in  fuch  an  hour  of  temp* 
tation,     SoDemas  found  it,  2  Tim.  iv.  lo.     O  what  a  dangerous* 
coniiid  is  there  in  an  hour  of  tempution,  betwixt  an  enlighreacd 
head  and  a  worldly  heart  i 

L(\fily^  The  example  of  others  who  comply  and  embrace  the 
finfiil  terms  of  liberty  to  efca^^e  the  danger,  embolden  men  to  foU 
low  their  examples,  and  Satan  will  not  be  wanting  to  improve 
their  examples.  Do  not  you  i'ee  fuch  and  fuch  men  beating  the 
road  before  you  ?  Learned  men,  and  prudent  men,  who,  it  may 
be,  have  iefs  heart,  but  more  wifdom  than  you.  Why  will  you 
befingular,  why  will  you  hazard  all  for  that,  for  which  others  will 
hazard  nothing  ? 

But  certainly  fuch  fins  as  thefe  will  coft  you  dear,  it  is  a  dreadful 
thng  to  betray  the  trutlis  and  honour  of  God  for  baie,  Ocular 
ends ;  and  you  will  find  it  fo  when  you  and  your  con&iences  fliall 
debate  it  together  in  a  calm  hour. 

Secondly^  There  are  atfo  fins  of  unrighteoufnefs  againft  thttficwid 
tahUy  in  which  many  live  againft  the  plain  didatesand  warnings  of 
their  own  confciences,  though  they  know  the  wrath  of  God  is  re- 
vealed from  heaven  againft  all  unrighteoufiiefs  of  men  who  bold 
the  troth  m  unrighteoi^nefs.     To  give  ibme  inftances  of  thisy 

Infiance  i.  And  firft,  let  me  inftance  in  that  fin  of  defrauding 
and  going  beyond  others  in  our  civil  commerce  and  dealings  with 
them :  over-reaching,  cozening,  and  cheating  the  ignorant  or  un- 
wary, who,  it  may  be^  wouki  not  be  £0  unwary  as  thqr  are*  did 
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they  not  rqx>fc  trud  and  confidence  in  your  deceitful  words  and 
promifes.  Confcience  cannot  but  ftartle  at  fuch  fins,  the  very 
light  o(  nature  difcovers  thq  evil  of  it»  and  the  fober  Heathens  ab- 
hor it  ^  bat  we  that  live  under  the  goFpel  cannot  bat  feel  ibme  ter* 
TOT  and  trembling  in  our  confciences  when  we  read  fuch  a  fevere 
and  awful  prohibitton,  backed  with  fuch  a  dreadful  threatening  as 
that  is  in  I  Thefil  iv.  6.  **  That  lio  man  defraud,  or  go  beyond  his 
^  brother  in  any  matter,  becaufe  that  the  Lord  is  the  avenger  of  all 
<<  fuch/'  The  word  is,  ro  p«  vvipCmnuy,  that  no  man  overtop,  viz. 
by  power,  or  by  craft  and  policy.  To  this  fin  a  dreadful  threaten- 
ing is  annexed,  the  Lord  is  the  avenger  of  all  fuch.  The  word  is 
oiuaH^  but  once  more,  that  I  remember,  ufed  in  the  New  Tefta- 
men^,  Rom.  xiii.  4.  and  is  there  applied  to  the  civil  magifVrate,  , 
who  muft  fee  execution  done  upon  malefadors;  but  here  the  Lonl 
bimielf  will  do  it,  he  will  be  this  man's  avenger.  This  rod,  or 
rather  this  ax,  confcience  (hews  men,  and  gives  warning  of  the 
danger,  and  yet  its  convictions  are  over-powered  and  bound  as  pri- 
foners,  by 

1.  The  exceffive  love  of  gain;  i  Tim.  vi.  9.  «  But  they  that 
<<  will  be  rich  fall  into  temptation,  and  a  fnare ;  and  into  many 
**  foolifk  and  hurtful  lulls,  which  drown  men  in  de(lru6tioii 
'<  and  perdition."  When  a  refolution  is  made  for  the  worlds 
men  will  be  rich  by  right  or  wrong ;  this  powerfully  arms  the  temp- 
tadon.  Set  gain  before  fuch  a  man,  and  he  will  break  through  the 
law  of  God  and  convi^ons  of  confcience,  but  he  will  have  it ;  this 
drowns  them  in  perdition  and  defiru^ion,  that  is,  it  furely, 
thoroughly,  and  folly  ruins  them :  As  he  is  a  dead  man  -that  is 
only  drowned  ;  but  to  be  drowned  in  deftniAion,  yea,  in  deflmc- 
tion  and  perdition  too,  this  muft  needs  make  his  ruin  fure,  as  fure  as 
words  can  make  it,  and  lb  all  fiich  perfons  fhall  furdy  find  it,  who 
perfift  in  fuch  a  courfe. 

2.  Pinching  neceffities  and  firaits  over*bear  confcience  in  others; 
neceffity  hath  no  ears  to  attend  the  voice  of  the  word  and  con- 
fcience* Here  confcience  and  poverty  druggie  together,  and  if 
the  fear  of  God  be  not  exalted  in  the  foul,  it  now  falls  a  prey  to 
tcmptatkm.  This  danger  wife  Agur  forefaw,  and  enrneftly  en- 
treated the  Lord  for  a  competency  to  avoid  the  fnare  of  poverty, 
Prov.  XXX.  8,  9.  Poor  wretch  !  how  much  better  were  it  for  thee 
to  endure  the  pains  of  a  griping  ftomach  than  thefe  of  a  griping 
confcience  i  Such  gains  may  be  fweet  in  thy  mouth,  but  bitter  in 
thy  bowels. 

3.  The  examples  of  others  wlio  daily  venture  on  fuch  fins  with- 
out fcniple,  and  laugh  at  fuch  fqueamiih  confciences  as  keck  at 
fuch  things;  this  emboldens  others  to  follow  them,  Pfal.  1.  18. 
and  thus  the  voice  of  confcience  is  drowned,  and  convi&ions  buried 
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for  a  time  ;  but  it  will  thunder  at  laft,  and  thy  buried  conviftioM 
will  have  a  refurreftion,  and  it  (hall  be  out  of  thy  power  to  filence 
them  again. 

Inftance  2,  The  truth  of  God  is  held  in  unrighteoufnefs,  when 
men's  lufts  will  not  fuffer  them  to  rcftore  what  they  have  finfully, 
and  unjuftly  gotten  into  their  hands.  Tl\is  fin  lies  boking  in  the 
•confciences  of  fome  men,  makes  them  very  uncafy,  and  yet  they 
make  a  hard  fhift  to  rub  along  under  thefe  regrets  of  confcicnce. 
Now  thofe  things  which  make  a  forcible  entry  into  the  confcicnce, 
take  the  truths  of  God  prifoners,  and  bind  them,  that  they  can- 
not break  forth  into  the  duty  of  relHtution,  are, 

!•  The  fhame  which  attends  and  follows  the  duty  to  which 
God  *  and  confcience,  call  the  foul.  O  it  is  a  (hame  and  re- 
proach, they  think,  to  get  the  name  of  a  cheat ;  loth,  loth  they 
are,  that  thefe  works  of  darknefs  (bould  come  into  the  open  light  ^ 
men  will  point,  and  hifs  at  them  ;  and  fay,  Tliere  goes  a  thief,  a 
cheat,  an  oppreflbr  :  This  keeps  many  from  refiitution. 

But  doft  thou  not  here  comviit  a  greater  cheat  than  the  former? 
Which  is  the  greater  fhame,  thinkeft  thou,  to  commit  fin,  or  to 
confefs  and  reform  it  ?  To  tie  the  fnare  upon  thy  foul  by  com- 
miffion,  or  loofe  it  off  from  thy  confcience  by  repentance  and  re- 
ftitution  ?  to  be  the  deriiion  of  wicked  men,  (for  none  elfe  wiU 
deride  thee  for  thy  duty),  or  be  the  contempt  and  derifion  of  God, 
angels,  and  all  good  men  for  ever  ?  To  attain  inward  peace  at  this 
hazard,  or  to  lie  under  the  contiual  lafhes  and  wounds  of  tby 
own  confcience  ? 

2.  Poverty,  and  inability,  is  fometimes  pleaded,  to  quiet  the 
troubled  confcience  ;  and  indeed  this  is  a  jull,  and  very  frequent 
blaft  or  God  upon  ill-gotten  goods :  The  curfe  of  God  is  upon  them; 
they  melt  away.  Q  what  a  miferable  fnare  have  you  now  entangled 
your  fouls  in  !  Once  you  could,  but  would  not  reftore,  a  worldly 
heart  would  not  part  with  unjuft  gaihs  ;  now  you  would,  but  can- 
not. Thus  a  worldly  heart,  and  an  empty  purfe,  hold  you  firft 
and  lad,  under  the  guilt  of  a  known  fin.     A  lamentable  cafe ! 

3.  Vain  purpofes  do  often  fupprefs  and  filence  conviftions: 
My  condition  may  alter,  I  may  be  in  a  capacity  hereafter,  when  I 
can  better  i'pare  it,  than  at  prelent ;  or  I  will  do  it  in  my  laft  will, 
when  I  die,  and  charge  my  extcutors  with  it.  Thus  do  men  bribe 
their  confciences,  to  get  ai  little  quiet,  whiift  they  continue  under 
known  guilt,  and  cannot  tell  how  foqn  death  (liall  fummon  them 
to  the  awful  bar  of  a  jull,  and  terrible  God. 

Sirs,  as  you  value  your  peace,  and,  which  is  more,  your  fouls; 
releafe  the  Lord's  prifoner  which  lies  bound  within  you  with  cords 
and  chains  of  Satan's  making ;  do  it,  I  fay,  as  you  hope  to  fee  the 
face  of  God  in  peace  :  You  know,  without  repentance  there  can  be 
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fto  £llTation  |  Sind  without  reftitution  no  repentance  i  Var  how  can 
you  repent  of  a  fin  you  ftill  knowingly  continue  in  ?  Repentance  is 
the  foul's  turning  from  fin,  as  well  as  its  forrow  for  fin.  Tou  can* 
not  therefore  repent  of  fin^  and  fall  continue  in  it }  "  How  ikall 
<<  we  that  are  aead  to  fin,  continue  any  longer  therein  f^  Rom. 
vi.  2.  Truft  providence  for  the  fupply  of  your  wants^  and  the 
wants  of  yours,  in  the  ways  of  duty»  and  righteoufnefs.  A  little 
that  a  righteous  man  hath  is  better  than  the  Hches  of  many  wicked. 
You  wiU  have  more  Comfort  in  bread  and  'water,  with  peace  of 
confcience,  than  in  full  tables  with  God*s  curfe.  You  will  lie  mo^ 
at  cafe  on  a  burden  of  ftraw,  than  on  a  bed  of  down  with  a 
grumbling  confcience. 

Injlance  3.  How  many  lie  under  the  condemnations  of*  their  own 
coniciences,  fdr  the  lufts  of  unclc^nnefs  in  which  they  live:  And 
though  they  read^  and  their  confciences  apply  to  them  fnch 
fcripturcs  as  that,  1  Cor.  vi.  9.  <<  Be  not  deceived,  neither  fbmi- 
"  cators,  nor  idolaters,  nor  adulterei%9  nor  effeminate,  nor  abafers 
'<  of  themfelves  with  mankind,  ^c,  (hall  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
'<  God )''  a  dreadful  fentence  I  And  that,  Heb.  xiii«  4.  «  Whore- 
<<  mongers  and  adulterers  God  will  judge ;"  Yet  convidVions  are 
overborne,  and  ftiffled  l»ri         ' 

1.  I^he  impetuous  violence  of  carnal  lufts,  which  permit  not  of 
calm  debates,  but  hurry  (hem  on  to  the  fin,  and  leave  them  to 
conlider  the  evil  and  dangerous  confequences  afterward.  Thus 
they  go,  «  As  an  ox  to  the  flaughter,  or  as  a  fool  to  the  correAion 
"  of  th^  Itocks,"  Prov.  vii.  2a.  Luft  befots  them.  To  give 
couniel  now  is  but  to  give  phyfic  in  a  paroxifm^  or  counfel  to  him 
that  is  running  a  race.  Luft  anfwers  confcience  as  Antipater  did 
one  that  prefented  him  a  book  treating  of  happineft, « d^^^oXa^v,  / 
have  m  lafure  to  readfuch  difcourfes. 

2.  Others  would  fain  folve  their  fcruples  with  the  finful  filings 
of  good  men,  as  David,  Solomon,  &c.  not  confidering  what  bro- 
keoDefs  of  heart  it  coft  David,  Pfal.  li.  and  the  other,  Sorrow  more 
hitter  than  deaths  Eccl.  vii.  26.  Lata  venire  Venus^  triflis^  Mrefolet^ 
This  is  a  prefumptuous  way  of  finning,  and  how  dreadful  that  is^ 
fee  Numb.  xv.  30. 

injlance  4.  Truth  is  often  held  in  unrighteoufnefs  by  finful  fi- 
Icncc,  in  not  reproving  other  men's  fins,  and  thereby  making  them 
their  own.  We  are  fometimes  caft  into  the  company  of  ungodly 
men,  where  we  hear  the  name  of  our  God  blafphemed,  the  truth, 
worfcip,  or  fervants  of  Gou  reproached  ;  and  have  not  £0  much 
courage  to  appear  for  God,  as  others  have  to  appear  againft  him  : 
in  fuch  cafes  confcience  ufeth  to  inftigate  men  to  their  duty,  and 
charge  it  home  upon  them  in  the  authority  of  fuch  a  (cripture  as 
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that,  Lev.  XIX.  17.  "Thou  (halt  not  hate  thj  brother  in  thy  hearty 
<«  thou  (halt  in  any  wife  rebuke  thy  neighbour,  and  not  fufier  fio 
^«  upon  him.*'  O,  faith  confcicncc,  thy  filcnce  now  will  be  thy  fin. 
This  poor  wretch  may  perifh  for  want  of  a  feafonable,  plain,  and 
faith&l  rebuke.  Thy  filence  will  harden  him  in  his  wickednefs. 
No  fooner  doth  iuch  a  convi^on  (Vir  in  the  confciebce,  but  many 
things  are  ready  to  lay  hold  on  it.     As, 

1 .  A  fpirit  cf  cowardice,  which  makes  us  afrakl  to  difpleafe  men, 
Zfid  chufes  rather  the  wrath  of  God  fliould  fall  on  them,  than  that 
thefr  wrath  fliould  fell  on  11s.  We  dare  not  take  as  much  liberty 
to  reprove  fin  as  others  do  to  commit  it.  They  glory  in  their 
ihame,  and  we  are  a(hamed  of  what  is  both  our  glory  and  our  do- 

2.  Dependence  on,  or  near  relation  to  the  perfon  finning.  It  is 
a  father,  an  hulband,  a  fuperior,  on  whofe  fevour  I  depend  i  and 
fliould  I  difpleafe  him,  I  may  ruin  myfelf ;  this  is  the  voice  of  the 
flefh.  Hence  duty  is  negleAed,  and  the  foul  of  a  friend  bafely  be- 
trayed ;  our  intcreft  preferred  to  God*s,  and  thereby  firequendy 
loft :  for  there  is  no  better  way  to  feciire  our  own  intcreft  in  any  man's 
heart,  than  to  fettle  it  by  our  feithfulneis  in  his  confcience^  and  by 
being  willing  to  hazard  it  for  God's  intcreft  and  glory.  The  Lord 
blefleth  men's  fiuthfulnefs  above  all  their  finful  carnal  poKdes, 
Prov.  xxviii.  23.  <<  He  that  rebuketh  a  man,  afterwards  fhalifind 
^  more  favour  than  he  that  flattereth  with  his  lips.** 

3.  Men's  own  guilt  ftops  their  mouths  and  filences  them.  They 
are  afliamed  and  afraid  to  reprove  other  men's  fins,  left  they  (hoald 
hear  of  thenr  own.  Fear  of  retortion  keeps  them  from  the  du- 
ty of  reprehenfion.  Thus  we  fell  into  a  new  fin  for  fear  of  revivmg 
an  old  one.  <<  He  that  teproveth  a  fcorner  getteth  himfelf  (hame ; 
<<  and  he  that  rebuketh  a  wicked  man  getteth  himfelf  a  bkitj" 
Prov,  ix.  7, 

But  this  is  the  fruit  of  our  pride  and  ignorance.  What  we  fear 
might  turn  to  our  benefit.  The  reproof  given  is  duty  difcharged ; 
and  the  retortion  in  return,  a  frefli  call  to  repentance  for  fin  paft, 
and  a  caution  againft  fin  to  come. 

Injlance  5.  Another  infbnce  of  conviAions  of  unrighteoufnefi 
imprifoned  in  men's  fouls,  b  not  diftributing  to  the  neceffities  of 
others,  efpecially  fuch  as  fear  God  when  it  is  in  the  power  of  our 
hands  to  do  it,  and  confcience  as  well  as  (cripture  calls  us  to  oor 
duty. 

Men  cannot  be  ignorant  of  that  text,  Matth.  xxv.  40, 41.  where, 
by  a  Synecdoche^  charity  to  the  faints  is  by  Chrift  put  for  the  whole 
of  obedience ;  and  men's  eternal  ftates  are  caft  according  to  their 
obfeivance  of  this  command  \  though  I  fear  few,  very  few  fhidy 
and  believe  it  as  they  ought.    Thou  canft^  faith  confciencey  if  thou 
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wilt;  relieve  fiich  or  fuch  a  poor  Chriftian,  and  therein  exprefs  thj 
love  to  Chrift,  yea,  refrefli  the  bowels  of  Chrift ;  do  it,  God  will  re- 
pay it :  if  thou  refufeft,  "  haw  dwcUcth  the  love  of  God  in  thee  ?** 
I  John  iii.  1 7.  This  is  the  voice  of  God  and  confcience,  but  divers 
luflsare  ready  to  lay  hold  on,  and  bind  this"  con  virion  alfo  as  {boo 
as  it  ftirs,  viz. 

1.  The  exceilive  love  of  earthly  things.  The  world  is  got  £0 
deep  in  men's  hearts,  that  they  will  rather  part  with  their  pcacei 
yea,  and  with  their  fouls  too^  than  part  with  it*  Hence  come 
thofe  churlifli  anfwers,  like  that  of  Nabal,  i  Sam.  xxv.  1 1.  <<  Shall 
^  I  take  my  bread,  and  my  water,  and  my  fle(h,  and  give  it  tq 
**  men  whom  I  know  not  whence  they  be  ?" 

2.  Unbelief,  which  denies  to  give  honour  and  due  credit  to 
Chrift's  bills  of  exchange  drawn  upon  them  in  Ccripture,  and  pre^ 
fented  to  them  by  the  hands  of  poor  faints.  They  refufe,  I  fay,  to 
credit  them,  though  conicience  proteft  againft  them  for  their  non- 
compliance* Chrift  faith,  Mark  ix.  41.  <<  Whofoever  (hall  giv^ 
*<  you  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  drink  in  my  name,  becaufe  ye  b^loxig 
«  to  Chrift,  verily  Ifay  unto  you,  he  &all  not  lofe  his  reward." 
He  fliaU  gain  thit  which  he  cannot  lofe,  by  parting  with  that  whic^ 
he  cannot  keep* 

3.  The  want  of  love  to  Jefus  Chrift.  Did  we  love  Chrift  in 
fincerity,  and  were  that  kive  fo  fervent  as  it  ought  to  be,  it  would 
make  thee  more  ready  to  lay  down  thy  neck  for  Chrift,  than  thcni 
now  art  to  lay  down  a  Shilling  for  him.  i  John  iii  16.  It  is  our  du-< 
ty,  in  fome  cafes,  to  fpend  our  blood  for  the  faints.  So  it  was  in 
the  primitive  times :  behold  (faid  the  Chriftians  enemies)  how  they 
love  one  another,  and  are  willing  to  die  one  for  another.  But 
that  fpirit  is  almoft  extingui(hed  in  thefe  degenerate  days. 

Infiancs  6.  How  many  ftand  convinced,  by  their  own  con- 
&iences,  what  a  (in  it  is  to  fpend  their  precious  time  fo  idly  and  vain- 
ly as  they  do  ?  When  a  day  is  loft  in  vanity,  duties  neglected,  no 
good  done  or  received  ;  at  night  confcience  reckons  wi^  them  for 
it,  and  aQcs  them  what  account  they  can  give  of  that  day  to  G^d, 
how  they  are  able  to  fatisfy  themielves  to  lie  down  and  fleep  under 
fo  much  guilt  ?  And  yet  when  the  morrow  comes,  the  vanity  9f 
thdr  hearts  carries  them  on  in  the  fame  courfe  agam  the  next  daji 
and  whilft  they  keep  tbemfelves  in  vain  company,  they  are  quiet, 
till  con(cience  finds  them  at  leifure  to  Rebate  it  again  with  them* 
Now  the  things  which  mafter  thefe  convictions  are, 

]«  In  (bme  men,  their  ignorance  and  bienfibility  of  the  preciouC- 
aeis  of  time«  They  know  it  is  their  fin  to  fpend  their  tia\e  fo 
vainly,  but  little  conftder  that  eternity  itfelf  hangs  upon  this  little 
moment  of  time ;  and  that  the  great  work  of  their  falvation  will 
reqoire  all  the  time  they  have }   and  if  it  be  not  fioi(hed  in 
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this  fmall  allotment  of  time  it  caa  never  be  finiihedi  John 
\x.  4. 

2.  The  exan^>les  of  other  vain  perfbns  that  are  as  prodigal  of 
their  precious  time  as  themfelvesi  and  entice  them  to  fpend  it  as 
they  do. 

3.  The  charming  power  of  fenfual  lufts  and  pleafures.  O  how 
pleafantly  doth  time  Aide  away  in  plays,  ale-houfes,  in  relating  or 
heanng  taking  ftories»  news,  &c. 

4.  Inconfiderateneis  of  the  fliarp  and  terrible  rebukes  of  con* 
fcience  for  this  on  a  death-bed,  or  the  terrors  of  the  ^rd  in  the 
day  of  judgment. 

In  all  thefe  inftances  you  tt€  how  common  this  dreadful  evil  of 
holding  the  truth  in  unrighteoufnefs  is  \  yet  thefe  are  but  a  few  fe- 
Ie£ted  from  among  many. 

Fifthly^  In  the  next  place  I  am  obliged  to  (hew,  how  and  whj 
the  imprifoning  of  conviiSlions,  or  holding  the  truths  of  God  in 
unrighteoufnefs  fo  dreadfully  incenfeth  Im  wrath.  And  this  it 
4oth  upon  feveral  accounts. 

r.  Knowledge  and  convidion  of  fin  is  an  excellent  mean,  or 
choice  help  to  preierve  men  from  falling  into  lin  f  There  be  tliou** 
fands  of  fins  committed  in  the  world,  which  had  never  been  com- 
mitted if  men  had  known  them  to  be  fins  before  they  committed 
them.  Every  finner  duril  not  make  fo  bold  with  his  confcience 
as  you  have  done.  The  apoftle  tells  us  the  reafon  why  the  princes 
of  this  world  crucified  the  Lord  of  glory,  was,  becauie  they  knew 
him  not,  i  Cor.  ii.  8.  had  they  known  him  they  would  not  have 
dared  to  do  as  they  did.  And  {o  it  is  in  multitudes  of  lower  and 
lefler  fins  than  that,  Satan  blinds  their  eyes  with  ignorance,  then 
ufcs  their  hands  and  tongues  in  wickednefs ;  he  is  the  ruler  of  the 
darknefs  of  this  world,  Eph.  vi.  12.  But  when  men  do  know  this 
or  that  to  be  fin,  and  yet  venture  on  it,  then  an  excellent  antidote 
againft  fin  is  turned  into  a  dreadful  aggravation  of  fin,  which  high- 
ly incenfes  the  wrath  of  God. 

2.  Knowledge  and  convi<%on  going  before  add  prefumption  to 
the  fin  that  follows  after  it  \  and  prefumptuous  fin  is  the  moil 
provoking  and  daring  fin  \  from  this  way  of  finning  David  eamefi- 
ly  befeeches  God  to  keep  him,  "  Keep  back  thy  fervant  (faith  he) 
<«  from  prefumptuous  fins.''  When  a  man  fees  fin,  and  yet  ad- 
ventures on  it,  in  fuch  finning  there  is  a  defpifing  of  the  law  of 
God  :  a  man  may  break  the  law  whilft  he  approves,  reverences, 
and  honours  it  in  his  heart,  Rom.  vii.  it,  13.  but  hbre  the  com- 
mandment is  defpifed,  as  God  told  David,  2  Sam.  xii.  9.  It  b  as 
if  a  man  Ihould  fay,  I  fee  the  command  of  God  armed  with 
threatcnings  in  my  way,  but  yet  I  will  go  on  for  all  that, 

3*  Knowledge  and  cpnvi^on  leave  the  conf^ien^e  of  a  finner  na* 
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ked  ind  wholly  without  excufe  or  Ipology  for  his  fin  :  in  tUs  cafe 
there  IS  no  plea  left  to  extenuate  the  offence.  Job  xv.  22.  <*  Now 
*<  they  have  no  cloak  for  their  fin/'  If  a  man  fins  ignorantIj»  his 
ignorance  is  fome  excufe  for  his  fin,  it  exctifes  it  at  leaft  aiantOy  as 
Paul  tells  us,  thus  and  thus  I  did,  but  I  did  it  ignorantly :  here  is  a 
cloak  or  covering,  an  excufe  or  extenuation  of  the  fin  :  but  know- 
ledge takes  away  this  cloak,  and  makes  the  fin  appear  naked  in  all 
the  odious  deformity  of  it,  nothing  left  to  hide  it. 

4.  Ught  or  knowledge  of  the  law  and  will  of  God,  is  a  very 
choice  and  excellent  mercy  ;  it  is  a  choice  and  fingular  favour,  for 
God  to  make  the  light  of  knowledge  to  ihine  into  a  man's  mind 
or  underftanding }  it  is  a  mercy  with^beld  from  multitudes,  PfaL 
cxivii.  19.  and  thofe  that  enjoy  it  are  under  fpecial  engagements 
to  bleis  God  for  it,  and  to  improve  it  diligently  and  thanldully  to 
his  fervice  and  glory^  but  for  a  man  to  arm  fuch  a  mercy  as  this 
againft  God,  to  fight  againft  him  with  one  of  his  choiceft  mercies, 
this  mnft  be  highly  provoking  to  the  Lord ;  It  is  therefore  men- 
tioned as  a  high  aggravation  of  Solomon's  fin,  in  i  Kings  xL  9. 
that  he  finned  againft  the  Lord,  <<  after  the  Lord  had  appeared 
'*  unto  him  twice.** 

5.  This  way  of  finning  argues  an  extraordinary  degree  of  hard- 
nefs  of  heart:  it  is  a  fign  of  little  tendernefs,  or  fenfe  of  the  evil 
of  fin.  Some  men,  when  God  (hews  them  the  evil  of  fin  in  the 
glais  of  the  law^  they  tremble  at  the  fight  of  it :  fo  did  Paul,  Rom. 
vii.  13.  (« When  the  commandment  came,  fin  revived,  and  I 
*<  died ;"  he  funk  down  at  the  fight  of  it.  But  God  fiiews  thee 
the  evil  of  fin  in  the  glafs  of  his  law,  and  thou  makefi  nothing  of 
it:  O  obdurate  heart!  When  the  rod  was  turned  into  a  ferpent 
Mofes  fled  from  it,  was  afraid  to  touch  it ;  but  though  God  turn 
the  rod  into  a  ferpent,  and  difcovers  the  venomous  nature  of  fin 
in  his  word,  thou  canft  handle  and  play  with  that  ferpent,  and 
put  it  into  thy  bofom  :  this  (hews  thy  heart  to  be  of  a  Arange  com- 
pkxion. 

6.  To  go  againft  the  convincing,  warning  voice  of  confcience, 
violates  and  wounds  a  man's  confcience  more  than  any  other  way 
of  finning  doth  i  and  when  confcience  is  fo  wounded,  who,  or 
what  (hall  then  comfort  thee?  it  is  a  true  rule,  maxima  vioiatio  cot^ 
fdfntUf  efi  maximum  peccatum :  the  more  any  fin  violates  a  man  s 
con(cience,  the  greater  that  fin  is.:  the  fin  of  devils  is  the  moft 
dreadful  (in,  and  what  makes  it  fo,  but  the  horrid  violation  of 
their  coi^ciences,  and  malicious  rebellion  againft  their  own  light 
and  clear  knowledge ;  James  ii.  19.  They  know  and  fin,  they  be- 
Heve  and  tremble ;  ^^ttn^iy  they  roar  under  the  tortures  of  con- 
fcience like  the  roar  of  the  fea,  or  the  noife-  of  the  rocks  before  a* 
ftorm. 
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O  tbeo,  if  there  be  any  degree  of  lenfe  and  tendemids  left  ia  yoo» 
if  any  fear  of  God  or  regard  of  faWation;  let  go  all  Gkxl's  prifoo- 
crs  which  He  bound  and  are  imprifoned  in  thefoulsof  anyof  you  this 
day.  Blefled  be  God  fome  have  done  fo,  and  are  at  eafe  and  reft 
in  their  fpirits  by  fo  doing :  they  could  have  no  eafe  till  they  un- 
bound thenii  and  yielded  obedience  to  thetn.  It  is  ra]d>  A£k 
xvi.  38.  That  when  the  magiiirates  at  Philippi  underfkiod  that 
thofe  men  whom  they  had  bound  and  imprifoned  were  Romansi 
they  feared;  and  well  they  might,  for  the  punifliment  was  great 
lor  any  man  that  injured  a  citizen  or  freeman  of  Room:  but  eveiy 
convidHon  you  imprifon  is  a  meflenger  of  heaven,  a  commiffioneJ- 
officer  of  God,  and  woe  to  him  that  binds  or  abufeth  it.  Do  you 
Know  what  you  do  ?  Are  you  aware  of  the  danger  ?  Wail  thoa 
not  ufraid  (faith  David  to  the  Amalekite)  to  ftretch  forth  thine 
hand  to  deftroy  the  Lord's  anointed  ?  S0  fay  J,  Art  thou  not 
afraid  to  deilroy  tlie  immediate  meflenger  of  God,  fent  to  thy 
ibdl  for  good  ?  Convi<Etion  u  a  kind  or  embryo  of  coaverikm; 
the  converfion  and  falvation  of  thy  foul  would  be  the  fruit  of  it, 
were  it  obeyed :  thy  ftriving  with  it  caufes  it  to  nnfcarry,  renders 
it  abortive,  and  thy  life  mud  go  (or  it,  except  God  revive  and  re- 
cover it  again ;  as  you  know  the  law  is  for  flriking  a  pregnant  wo- 
man, Exod.  xxi.  22,  23.  Loofe  then  every  man  the  Lord's  pii- 
ibners,  I  mean  your  retrained,  ftifled  convi^ons,  fiifie  them  no 
longer ;  you  fee  what  a  dreadful  aggravation  of  fin  it  is,  and  that 
the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  agunft  all  tmgodlinefs 
and  unrighteoufheis  of  men,  that  hold  the  truth  in  unrighteouf- 

L   Ufi't  fir  infirmation! 

Infer.  1.  This  will  prove  a  fruitful  dodlrine  to  inform  us,  Firfti 
Slfai  knowledge  in  itfelfis  not  enough  tofecure  the  fail  of  any  man  from 
heU. 

No  gifts,  no  knowledge,  but  that  only  which  is  operative  and 
qafluential  upon  the  heart  and  life,  and  to  which  we  pay  obedi- 
ence, can  fecure  any  man  from  wrath.  John  xiii.  17.  <*  II  you 
«  know  thefe  things,  happy  are  ye  if  you  do  them."  Thc'great- 
cfl:  fins  may  be  found  in  conjun£ilon  with  the  greateft  knowledge, 
as  you  fee  in  the  fallen  angels :  light  is  then  only  a  bleffir^,  when 
it  guides  the  foul  into  the  way  of  duty  and  obedience  :  there  b 
many  a  knowing  head  in  hell.  Yet  from  hence  let  no  num  in- 
dulge himfelf  in  ignorance,  or  (hun  the  means  of  knowledge,  that 
he  may  (in  more  freely  and  lefs  dangeroufly ;  foe  you  muft  account 
with  God  for  all  that  knowledge  you  might  have  had,  as  well  as 
for  that  you  had ;  for  the  means  of  knowledge  he  gave  you,  as 
well  as  for  that  knowledge  you  did  aAually  attain  by  them. 
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Infer.  2.  What  a  lingular  and  choice  mercy  is  a  tender  con- 
fcience !  A  confcience  yielding  obedience  to  conviftion  I  A  dwf 
of  fuch  tendemefs  in  the  confcience  is  better  than  a  Tea  of  fpecu- 
lative  knowledge  in  the  head»  l  Cor.  xii.  3 1 .  Many  po(Mr  Chrii^ 
tiaos  are  aihamed  to  fee  rhemfelves  fo  out-(^ripped  and  excelled  by 
others  in  gifts,  and  apt  to  be  discouraged  ;  but  if'  God  has  blefled 
thee  with  a  tender  and  obediential  heart  to  the  will  of  God,  fo  far 
as  he  IS  pleafed  to  manifefl:  it  to  thee»  thou  hail  no  reafon  to  be 
difcouraged  for  want  of  thofe  excellent  gifts  and  parts  others  do 
enjoy.  You  cannot  diicourfe  fioridly^  or  dxfynit  fuhtiUy ;  but  can 
you  obey  cpnfcientiouily,  and  comply  with  the  manifefled  will  of 
God  tenderly  ?  Then  happy  art  thou.  Oh!  it  is  far  better  to  feel 
a  truth,  than  merely  to  know  it.  It  was  the  high  commendation 
of  the  Romans,  that  they  obeyed  from  the  heart  that  form  of  gof- 
pel-doftrinc  which  was  delivered  them,  Rom.  vi.  17^.  or  rather 
iato  which  they  were  delivered,  as  melted  metals  into  the 
moulds.  Tvfo  learned  divines  travelling  to  the  Council  of  Con- 
ftance,  were  aficftcd,  even  to  tears,  at  the  fight  of  a  (hepherd  ia 
the  fields,  mourning  and  melting  at  the  fight  of  a*  toad,  and  bieC> 
fing  God  that  he  had  not  made  him  fuch  a  loathfome  creature  i 
whereupon  they  applied  Auftin's  words  to  themfelves,  furguhi  in* 
da8i^  is^c.  The  unlearned  will  rife  and  take  heaven  from  the  learn- 
ed.  Thy  little  knowledge  made  effe£lual  by  obedience,  is  more 
frnSifiedy  more^cwr/,  and  moTC  fa^nng  thap  other  men's;  and 
therdbre  of  much  greater  value.  It  is  mort  fanBified;  for  the  blcf- 
fii^  0*  God  is  upon  it.  Gal.  iv.  16:  It  is  more  Jkveet ;  for  you  rc- 
lifli  the  goodnefif  as  well  as  difcern  the  truth  of  gofpel-do^lrines^ 
fhL  OLix.  103.  It  is  not  an  mfiptd,  dry  fpeculation.  And  then 
it  is  more  fovimgy  being  one  of  thofe  better  things  that  accompanf 
falvation,  as  it  is,  Heb.  vi.  9. 

Infer.  3.  Leam  hence,  in  the  third  place,  What  an  uncemfortabk 
iifef  htovnngj  hut  unregenerate  men -and  noomen  do  live  :  They  arefre* 
quentfy  in  wars  and  combats  nvith  their  o*wn  confciences.  Ifa.  xlvi.  22* 
**  There  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked,  faith  my  God.**  They  and 
their  coniciences  are  ever  and  anon  at  daggers  drawing,  they  have 
little  pleafure  in  fin,  and  none  at  all  in  religion ;  they  have  none 
in  religion,  becaufe  they  obey  not  its  rules;  and  little  In  fin,  be- 
caufe  their  cbnfcieaces  are  ftill  galling  and  terrifying  them  for  im« 
priioaing  their  convictions. 

It  is  true,  fome  men's  confciences  are'feared  as  with  an  hot  iron, 
r  Tim.  iv.  2.  but  moil  have  grumbling,  and  fome  have  raging,  and 
roaring  confciences  5  they  feldom  come  under  the  word,  or  rod, 
but  their  coniciences  lafli  them  :  And  when  death  approaches,  the 

•  15  o»  r«pi)iii9>jTf . 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


2^2      ^  An  Appendix  to  EnglafnPs  Duty. 

terrors  of  the  Almighty  do  (hake  and  terrify  them.  Altogetfie^  to 
neglcA  duty)  they  dare  not,  and  how  to  efcape  a  lafli  from  their 
confi:iencesy  they  know  not :  Fain  they  would  have  the  pleafures 
of  iin,  but  then,  like  Balaam,  they  meet  a  fword  in  the  way ;  they 
plunge  themfelves  into  earthly  diverfions,  like  Cain,  to  be  rid  of  a 
farjr  within  them,  but  all  will  not  do.  Is  this  a  life  for  thee, 
reader,  to  Hve  ?  No  peace  with  God,  nor  any  with  thyfelf  ?  No> 
expert  no  peace  whilft  thy  conYiftions  lie  bound,  and  im{>nfoned 
in  thy  confcience.  Sin  for  a  moment  is  fweet  in  thy  mouth,  but  it  is 
prefently  turned  Into  the  gall  of  afps  within  thee.  Job  xx.  14-  0 
that  you  did  but  know  the  pleaiures  of  a  pure,  peaceaUe  confdencci 
and  how  much  it  excels  all  the  delights  of  fenfe  and  fin ! 

Infer.  4.  Minjfiers  bad  need  often  to  repeat^  and  inculcate  the  fame 
truths  to  theirs  hearers  t  for  the  work  is  noi  half  done,  when  truth 
is  got  into  the  minds  and  confciences  of  men. 

Our  work  fticks  at  the  heart,  more  than  7ii  the  head;  the  undcr- 
fianding  is  many  times  opened,  when  the  heart  and  will  are  locked, 
and  faft  barred  againft  it:  To  open  the  pafTages  betwixt  the  head 
and  heart  is  the  greateft  difficulty  %  this  is  the  work  of  Almighty 
power.  There  is  knowledge  enough  in  fbme  men's  heads  to  iave 
them,  but  it  hath  not  its  liberty ;  retrained  truth  cannot  do  it> 
office.  It  is  much  eafier  to  con^vince  the  mind  than  to  change  the 
heart,  or  bow  the  will.  The  hardeft  part  of  the  minifterial  work 
is  to  preach  truths  into  the  hearts  and  lives  of  men.  This  makes 
the  frequent  inculcations  of  the  fame  truths  neceffiory  and  fafe  to 
the  people's  ibuls.  Phil.  iii.  i.  <(To  write  the  fame  things  unto 
«  you»  to  me  indeed  is  not  grievous,  but  for  you  it.  is  fafe. 

Infer.  5.  Honv  aftomflnng  and  wotiderfui  is  the  power  andfirength 
^fjin,  which  can  hoU  menfq/l  after  their  eyes  are  opened  to  fee  the  m^ 
fery  and  danger  it  hath  involved  them  in. 

One  would  think,  if  a  man's  eyes  were  bat  once  opened  to  fee 
the  moral  evil  that  b  in  fin,  and  the  everlafting  train  of  penal  evils 
that  follow  fin,  together  with  a  way  of  efcape  from  both  ^  it  (hould 
be  impoffible  to  hold  that  finner  a  day  longer  in  foch  a  fi^e  of 
bondage ;  the  work  were  then  as  good  as  done :  But,  aks !  we 
are  miftaken ;  fin  can  hold  thofe  men  and  women  hSt  that  fee  all 
this.  They  know  it  is  an  horrid  violation  of  God's  juft  and  holy 
laws  ;  they  know  it  brings  them  under  his  wrath  and  curie,  and 
will  damn  them  to  all  eternity  if  they  continue  in  it;  they  know 
Chrifl  is  able  to  fave  them  to  the  uttermoft  that  come  unto  God  by 
him,  and  that  he  is  as  willing  as  he  is  able  \  and  yet  no  arguments 
can  prevail  with  thcn>  to  part  with  fin.  Shew  but  a  bea^ji:  a  flame 
of  fire,  and  you  cannot  drive  him  into  it,  if  he  fee  any  way  to  eP 
cape  it.  Tell  a  man  this  is  rank  poifon,  and  will  kill  him ;  and  you 
cannot  make  him  fwallow  it,  though  wrapt  up  in  fugar^  or  put  into 
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the  mod  pleafant  vehicle.  But  let  a  finner  fee  death  and  deftruc- 
tion  before  him,  and  fin  can  make  him  rufh  on,  <<  as  a  horfe  into 
«  the  battle/'  Jer.  viii.  9.  He  goes  as  an  ox  to  the  flaughter  \ 
his  heart  is  fulij  fet  in  him  to  do  evil,  EccL  viii.  1 1.  as  one  faki^ 
when  his  pbxfician  told  him,  « If  ^e  followed  fiich  a  courfe  of  fitt* 

*  he  would  in  a  little  time  lofe  his  eyes ;  tlien,  faith  he,  Vak  lumen 

*  amcurn^  Crewel,  fweet  light;  I  cannot  part  with  this  pradice/  So 
it  is  with  others,  rather  than  forego  their  pleafures,  and  break  thcB^* 
cuftoms  in  fin,  farewel  heaven,  Chrift,  and  alL  O  the  enchantinK 
efficacy  of  fin !  Jer.  xviii.  11,  12.  "  And  they  faid,  there  is  no 
"  hope,  but  we  will  walk  after  our  own  devices."  When  a  man 
confiders  what  vifions  of  mifery  and  %n^th  convictions  give  men,  he 
may  wonder  that  all  convinced  men  are  not  converted  \  and,  od 
the  other  fide,  when  ha  confiders  the  ftrong  hold  fin  hath  gott-en 
npon  the  hearts  of  firiners,  it  may  juftly  feem  as  great  a  wonder 
that  any  arc  converted. 

Infer.  6.  How  dreadful  is  the  fiat  e  and  cafe  of  apofiatesy  who  havi 
bad  their  eyes  opened^  their  confcieHces  awakened^  their  refolutiom  fit 
Chrifi  feemingly  fixed ;  and  jet,  after  all  this,  return  again  to  thnrfof^ 
mer  courfe  of  fin  / 

You  fee,  brethren,  fin  hath  not  only  power  to  hold  men  in 
bondage  to  its  lufts  after  their  eyes  have  been  opened,  but  it  hath 
power  to  recover  and  fetch  back  thqfe  that  feemed  to  have  cleaa 
efbped  out  of  its  hands,  2  Pct»  ii.  18,  19.  The  unclean  fpitk 
may  depart  for  a  time,  and  make  h»  re-entry  into  the  (ame  ibol 
with  ieven  fpirits  worfe  than  himfelf,  Matth»  xii*  43.  Reflramts 
byconviAion  and  formality  do  not  wholly  difpofieft  Satan,  he  ftiD 
beps  his  propriety  m  the  foul,  for  he  calls  it  mj  hufe  ;  and  that 
propriety  he  keeps  under  all  thofe  conviAions,  anid  partial  refcnr^ 
raations,  opens  to  him  and  all  his  helliOi  retinue  a  dnor  for  his  ro* 
tarn*  But  oh  how  doleful  wiU  the  end  of  foch  men  be  1  and  how 
juft  is  that  martial  law  of  heaven  that  dooms  the  apoftate  to  eternal 
wrath  1  Heb^  x.  )8.  Such  are  twice  dead,  and  will  be  plucked  up 
by  the  root,  Jude,  ver.  12. 

Infer,  7.  To  conclude  this  ufe,  Howfi$re  and  dreat^  will  be  the 
tondemnation  of  all  thofe ^  in  the  day  of  the  Lord^  who  obfiinately  perfifi 
and  continue  in  fin,  under  the  convUhons  and  condemnations  of  their  own 
confciences  / 

Poor  wretches,  you  are  condemned  already,  John  iu«  iS.  con*- 
demned  by  the  law  of  God,  and  by  the  fentence  of  your  own  con- 
iciences.  What  thy  own  confcience  fiiith  according  to  God's  bw, 
God  will  confirm  and  make  it  good,  i  John  iii.  20.  *<  If  our  hearts 
^  condcnm  us,  God  is  greater  than  our  hearts,  and  knoweth  all 
**  things.''    His  ientence  will  be  as  clear  as  ic  will  be  terrible ;  for 

Vol.  IV.  P  p 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


294  y'"  Appendix  ta  Sftglan^s  Duty. 

in  the  laftday  the  books  will  be  opened,  tKe  book  of  God's  mmk 
Jctencif  and  the  book  of  thine  own  confcience.  Now  the  book  of  con- 
icience  is  ad  it  were  a  traftfcript,  or  counterpart  of  God's  book  for 
thee  to  keep  in  thine  own  bolom.  Now  when  God's  book  and  tbj 
own  book  (hall  be  compared,  and  found  txzSXj  to  agree,  diere  can 
be  no  ferther  difpute  of  the  equity  of  the  account.  Q  when  God 
fliall  charge  thee,  faying.  Thou  kneweft  this  and  that  to  be  fin, 
and  yet  thy  lufts  hurried  thee  on  to  commit  it ;  Is  tt  not  ib  ?  Lode, 
finner,  into  thine  own  book,  and  fee  if  thy  conicience  has  not  fo 
charged  it  to  thy  account.  Thou  knew^  prayer  was  thy  duty 
when  thou  negle£ledft  it ;  and  over-ileaching  the  ignorant,  credu- 
lous, and  unwary,  was  thy  iin,  when  the  love  of  gain  tempted  thee 
to  it.  You  knew  I  had  plainly  told  you,  Theft,  undeannefs, 
drunkennefs,  and  extortion,  woiild  bar  you  out  of  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift,  and  of  God,  i  Cor.  vi.  9,  10.  an<f  yet  putting  that  to  the 
Tenture,  you  have  lived  in  thofe  fins ;  is  it  not  fo  ?  Examine  the 
book  in  your  own  bofom,  and  fee.  The  Lord  make  men  ienfible 
of  coming  wrath  for  thofe  fins  they  live  in  under  light ;  for  the 
wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  againft  them. 

n.  Ufe. 

Is  die  wrath  of  God  i^vealed  from  heaven  againft  all  that  hold 
die  truth  in  unrighttouibeis  i  Then  let  me  exhort  and  perfuade 
you  by  all  the  regard  and  love  you  have  for  your  fouls,  by  all  the 
fears  you  have  ofthe  incenied  wrath  of  the  great  and  terrible  God} 
that  you  forthwith  fet  your  convi6tions  at  liberty,  and  loofe  all  the 
Lord's  prifoners  that  lie  bound  within  you :  Becaufe  there  is  wrath, 
beware.  Job  xxxvi.  18.  O  ftifle  the  voices  of  your  confoiences  no 
more,  flight  not  the  fofteft  whifper,  or  leaft  intimation  of  cox^ 
fcience }  reverence  and  obey  its  voice.  Motives  preiBng  and  per- 
fuading  this  are  many,  yet  eftimate  them  by  weight  rather  than  bj 
number. 

Motive  I.  The  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  againft 
them  that  hold  the  truth  in  unrighteoufnefs ;  and  becaufe  there 
is  wrath,  beware.  Are  you  truly  informed  what  the  wrath  of  God 
is  !  <*  Wlio  knowcth  the  power  of  thine  anger  ?  According  to  thy 
«  fear,  fo  is  thy  wrath,"  Pfal.  xcT.  11.  O,  if -the  wrath  of  a  king, 
(who  in  all  his  gbry  is  but  a  mortal  worm)  be  as  the  roaring^  of  a 
lion,  and  as  the  niefiengers  of  death,  Prov.  xx.  2.  Prov.  xvi.  14. 
What  then  is  the  power  of  his  wrath,  at  whofe  frowns  the  kings  of 
the  earth  tremble,  the  captains  and  the  mighty  men  fhrink  like 
worms  into  their  holes  ?  If  the  lefTer  executions  of  it  by  providence 
in  this  world  be  fo  dreadful,  that  men,  yea,  good  men  have  defired 
an  hiding-place  in  the  grave  till  it  be  pafl,  Job  xiv.  13.  then  what 
is  the  full  exectttba  thereof  upon  the  ungodly  in  the  place  of  tor- 
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meats  7  If  the  direats  and  dennnciations,  of  it  againft  others  have 
made  an  Habakkuk,  though  aflured  of  perfonalfafety,  to  qbiver  ' 
with  his  lips,  and  tremble  in  his  bovrels,  as  you  fee  it  did,  Hab. 
iii.  16.  how  much  more  fl&ould  thofe  tremble  and  quiver  who  are 
to  be  the  fubje£bof  it,  and  not  the  mere  heralds  of  it  as  he  was  ? 
And,  fwhich  is  more  than  all)  if  Jefus  Chrift,  who  was  to  feel  it 
but  a  few  hours,  and  had  the  power  of  the  Godhead  to  fupport  him 
under  it,  did,  notwithftanding,  fweat  as  it  had  been  great  drops 
of  Uood,  and  was  fore  amazed  ;  think  with  thffelf,  poor  wretch, 
bow  ihall  thy  heart  ebdure,  or  thy  hands  be  ftrong,  when  thou 
baft  to  do  with  an  incenfed  Deity  i 

Motive  2.  Till  you  let  your  con?i£tions  go,  Satan  will  not  let  you 
go;  he  binds  you  whilft  you  bind  them  :  Here  b  the  command 
of  God,  and  the  command  of  Satan,  in  competition.  Let  go  my 
troths,  faith  God,  which  thou  holdeft  in  unrighteoufnefs  ;  hind, 
and  fupprefi  them,  faith  Satan,  or  they  will  deprive  thee  of  the  li-> 
berty  and  pleafure  of  thy  life.  Now,  whilft  thou  flighteft  the 
voice  of  God  and  confcience,  (for  the  voice  of  confcience  isthe  voice 
of  God)  doft  thou  not  avowedly  declare  thyfelf  the  bond-flave  of 
Satan?  <«His  fervants  ye  are  to  whom  you  obejr,**  Rom.  vi.  \6. 
Dare  not  to  make  one  ftep  further  in  the  way.  o/known  iin,  faith 
confcience ;  continue  not,  at  thy  peril,  in  fuch  a  daiigerous  ftate, 
after  I  have  fo  clearly  convinced  and  warned  thee  of  it :  Fear  not^ 
faith  Satan,  if  it  be  bad  with  thee,  it  will  be  as  bad  with  millions : 
God  will  wound  the  heads  of  Aich  as  go  on  in  their  trefpafles,  faith 
the  fcripture,  Pfal.  Ixviii.  21.  Tu(h,  others  do  fo,  and  efcape  as 
well  as  the  moft  nice,  and  tender,  faith  Satan.  Now,  I  fay,  thy 
obedience  to  Satan's  commands  plainly  declares  thee,  all  this  while,' 
to  be  a  poor  enflaved  captive  to  him,  aded  and  carried  according  tp 
the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  fpirit  that  now  worketl>  in 
the  children  of  difobedience. 

Motive  3.  Nay,  further,  until  you  obey  your  conviftions,  you 
are  confederates  with  the  devil  in  a  defperate  plot  againft  your  own 
fouls ;  you  join  with  Chrift*s  great  and  avowed  enemy  to  difhonour 
him,  and  damn  yourfelves.  « 

Two  things  make  you  confederates  with  the  devil  againft  your  own 
fimis:  (i.)  Your  cmfent  to  this  his  project  for  your  damnation ; 
tor  fb  your  own  confciences  out  of  the  fcriptures  inform  you  it  is  : 
confent  makes  you  a  party,  (a.)  Your  concealment  of  this  plot  brings 
yon  in  as  a  party  with  hnn.  Confefs  thy  fin,  and  bewail  it,  faith* 
conlcicnce ;  not  fo,  faith  pride  and  fhame,  how  (hall  I  look  men 
in  the  face  if  I  do  fo  ?  Do  not  you,  in  all  this,  believe  Satan,  and 
make  God  a  liar  ?  Do  not  yon  a£l  as  men  that  hate  yoiu-  own 
(buls,  and  love  death  ?  Prov.  vili.  36.  O  it  is  a  dreadful  thing  for 
nen  to  be  acceflbry  to  then:  own  eternal  ruin,  and  that  after  fain 
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warning  and  notice  .given  them  by  their  own  confdences.  Satan 
(be  his  power  what  it  will)  cannot  deftroy  you  without  your  own 
(qonfent.  ' 

Motive  4.  Whilft  you  go  on  iliiling  your  own  convi&bns,  and 
turning  away  your  ears  from  its  calls  to  repentance  and  reforma- 
tion, you  cannot  be  pardoned  ;  yoi^  are  in  your  finsy  and  the  guilt 
of  them  all  lies  at  your  door.  You  may  fee  what  the  terms  of  remif- 
Hon  are>  Ifa^  lv«  7.  «  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  un- 
<<  righteou3  man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  turn  unto  the  Lord,  and 
^f  be  will  have  mercy  on  him  i  and  to  our  God,  and  he  will  abun- 
'«  dantly  pardon  *'  So  again,  Prov.  xxviii.  13.  "  He  that  harden- 
f*  cth  his  neck  ihall  not  profper,  but  he  that  confcfleth  and  for- 
^?  faketh  fhall  find  mercy/'  You  fee  by  thefe,  and  may  fee  by  ma- 
ny more  plain  fcripture-teftimonies,  there  can  be  no  hope  of  rcmif- 
fion  wbilA  you  go  on  in  this  path  of  rebellion ;  concealing,  yea,  and 
por0(lj[ng  in  your  known  wickednefs.  There  is  a  necefl*ary  and  infe- 
parable  connefUon  betwixt  repentance  and  remiffion,  AGs  v.  31. 
$(nd  Luke  xxiv.  47*  and  can  you  endure  guilt  to  be  your  bed^fellow 
during  life,  and  your  grave-fellow  after  death  ? 

Motive  5.  You  can  never  have  peace  with  your  own  confcicnccs 
whilft  YOU  keep  convi^Uons  prifoners.  Now  a  man's  confcience  is 
his  ten  friend,  or  his  wcrft  enemy ;  thence  arc  the  fwccteft  com- 
fortS3  and  thence  are  the  bittereft  forrows.  It  is  a  dreadful  thing  for 
a  man  to  He  with  a  cold  fwcating  horror  upon  his  panting  bofom. 
^um  pallida  mens  efi  crimimbusy  tacita  fudant pracordta  culpa.  And 
this  (or  which  is  worfc)  obduration  and  ftupidity  rouft  be  the  cafe 
of  them  that  hold  the  truth  in  unrighteoufiiefs.  There  can  be  no 
founding  a  retreat  to  thefe  terrors  till  Sheba's  head  be  thrown  over 
the  walk ;  I  mean,  till  that  iin  your  confcience  convinceth  you  of/  be 
delivered  up.  As  Ifrael  could  have  no  peace  till  Achan  was  de- 
ftroyed  ;  fo  thou  fhalt  have  no  peace  whilft  thy  fin  is  covered  and 
hid.  Men  may  cry  peace,  peace,  to  themfelves  whilft  they  continue 
iniin,  Deut.  xxix.  18,  ly.  but  the  fharpeft  troubles  of  confcience 
are  better  than  fuch  peace.  Deliver  up  thyfelf,  man,  if  thou  love 
peace,  into  the  hands  of  thy  own  convictions,  and  thou  art  in  the 
true  way  to  peace.  Thy  rejoicing  niuft  be  in  the  teftimony  of  thine 
own  confcience,  as  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  2  Cor.  i.  1 2.  or  thou  re^iceft 
In  a  dream,  in  a  deluiion,  in  a  thing  of  nouglit. 

Motive  6.  What  dreadful  charges  ^re  you  like  to  meet  with  up- 
oh  your*death-beds,  on  the  account  of  thofe  fins  you  have  lived 
in,  againft  knowledge  and  conviction  I  confcience  is  never  more 
aClIve  and  vigorous  than  in  the  laft  houi*s  and  moments  of  life« 
ITow  it  will  be  ftifled  and  over-rided  no  longer.  It  whifpered  be- 
fore, but  now  it  thunders.  If  a  man  have  a  clear  and  quiet  ccm- 
fcience»  his  evening  is  deary  and  his  fun  fets  without  clouds.  See 
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Pfal.  xzzviL  3  7.  The  etui  ofthut  man  is  peace.  In  contemphtfon  of  thb 
felicity  it  was  that  Balaam  uttered  that  wifh,  Let  mj  lajl  end  he  Uki 
hU,  This  peace  b  the  refuit  of  a  maa's  integrity  and  obedience  to 
the  voice  of  confcience,  this  being  the  evidence  we  can  mod  fafelf 
rely  upon  of  our  uprightnefs  and  interei)  in  Chrift  ;  but  the  refuit 
rf  fuch  violations  and  abufes  to  thy  confcience,  cannot  be  peace  to 
thyfouL  It  is  trae^  fome  wicked  men  die  in  feeming  peace,  and 
fome  good  men  in  trouble,  but  both  the  '  one  and  the  other  are 
miftaken :  the  firft,  as  to  the  good  eQate  he  fancies  himfelf  tn^ 
and  the  other  as  to  his  bad  eftate  \  and  a  few  moments  will  clear 
up  the  miftake  of  both  • 

Motive  7.  Obedience  to  convicUon  will  not  only  produce  peace 
at  death,  but  it  will  give  you  prcfent  eafe,  prefent  relief  and  rc- 
frefliment  in  hand.  No  fooner  did  David  reiblve  to  obey  the 
voice  of  confcience,  in  confciling  his  iin,  but  he  had  feniible  eafe 
in  his  own  fpirit,  Pfal.  xxxii.  5.  So  Ifa.  xxxii.  17.  "The  fruit  of 
«*  rightcoufnefs  is  peace,  quietnefs  and  afiurance  for  ever."  On 
the  contrary,  you  tind  in  Job  xx.  20.  wicked  men  have  nd  reft  in 
their  bellies,  that  is,  in  their  confciences :  for  guilt  lies  boking 
these  as  a  thorn  m  the  flcQi.  And  what  is  life  worth  without 
eafe  ?  To  live  ever  in  pain,  to  live  upon  the  rack,  is  not  worth 
while  to  live.  If  then  you  love  eafe  and  quietnefs,  obey  your  con* 
fciencesj  pull  out  that  thorn,  I  mean  that  fin  that  (ticks  faft  in 
thy  foul,  and  aches  in  thy  confcience.  Who  would  endure  to  much 
anguifii  for  all  the  flattering  pleafures  of  fin  ?  < 

Alotive  8.  Convi<^ions  followed  home  and  obeyed,  are  the  m* 
lets  toChrift,  and  eternal  falvation  by  him*,  they  are  the  firft  lead- 
ing work  of  the  Spirit,  in  order  to  union  with  Chrill,  John  xvi« 
8.  Till  you  obey  and  yield  up  yourfelves  to  them,  Chrift  is  flint 
out  of  your  ibuls  \  he  knocks,  but  finds  no  entrance.  At  your 
peril  therefore  be  obedient  to  their  calls  :  all  the  while  you  parley 
with  your  convii^ions,  and  demur  to  their  demands,  Chrift  ftan^ 
without,  offering  himfelf  gracioudy  to  you,  but  not  admitted  $  fo 
that  no  leis  than  your  eternal  happinefs  or  mlfery  depends  on  your 
obedience  or  difobedience  to  the  voices  and  call^  of  your  convic- 
tions. 

Motive  9.  Obey  your  conviAions,  honour  their  voices,  and  re« 
ftraih  them  not )  then  ihall  your  confciences  give  a  fair  teftimony 
for  you  at  the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift.  You  read,  i  Pet.  Hi.  2i. 
**  Of  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  towards  God }"  than  which 
nothing  can  be  more  comfortable  :  this  gives  a  man  boldneis  in 
the  day  of  judgment,  i  John  iv.  1 7.  Believe  it,  iirs,  it  is  not 
your  baptifm,  your  church  privileges,  the  opinion  men  have  of 
you;  but  the  teftimony  of  your  confciences  that  mult  be  your 
comfort*    I  know  men  are  not  jufufied  at  God's  oar  by  their  own 
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obedience,  nor  any  exsuEbieis  of  life,  it  is  only  Chrift's  righteDuf- 
nefs  that  is  the  finner's  plea  ;  but  yet  your  obedience  to  the  calls 
and  voices  of  God  and  confcience,  are  your  evidence  that  you  are 
mCfarift. 

Motive  10.  Laftly,  confider  what  a  choice  mercy  it  is  to  be  un- 
der  fuch  calb  and  conviAions  of  confcience  as  are  yet  csq;nble  of 
being  obeyed :  it  is  not  ib  with  men's  conviAions  after  this  life. 
Conicience  convinceth  in  hell  as  well  as  here,  but  all  its  convic- 
tions there  are  for  torment,  not  recovery.  O  it  is  a  choice  merqr 
your  convidions  are  jetmedidnal,  not  purely  penai;  that  you  are  not 
tnalo  obfirtnatiy  fo  fixed  in  the  ftate  of  fin  and  mifery  as  the  damned 
are,  but  yet  enjoy  the  faving  benefit  of  your  convictions;  but  this 
you  will  not  enjoy  long,  therefore  I  befeech  you,  by  all  that  is  dear 
and  valuable  in  your  eyes,  reverence  your  con{ciences>  and  let  go 
the  Lord's  prifoners  that  lie  bound  within  you. 

m.  Ufe. 

I  next  come  to  expoftulate  the  matter  with  your  confdences,  and 
propound  a  few  conviiStive  queries  to  your  foub  this  day  :  I  cannot 
but  look  upon  this  ailembly  with  fe^,  jealoufy,  and  compaffion. 
I  am  afraid  there  be  many  of  you  in  this  wretdied  cafe,  men  and 
women,  that  hold  the  truths  of  God  in  unnghteoufnefs,  though 
the  wrath  of  God  be  revealed  from  heaven  againft  all  them  that  do 
fi>*     Let  me  demand, 

Demand  I.  Do  not  (bme  of  you  ftand  convinced  by  your  own 
confciences  this  day,  that  your  hearts  and  lives,  your  principles  and 
pradices,  are  vaftly  different  from  the  people  of  God  among  whom 
you  live,  and  whofe  charafters  your  read  in  Scripture  ?  Do  not 
your  own  confciences  tell  you,  that  you  never  took  that  pains  for 
your  falvation  you  fee  them  daily  take ;  that  there  be  fomc  it  may 
be  in  your  families,  nay,  pofiibly  in  your  bofoms,  that  are  ferious 
and  heavenly,  whild  you  are  vain  and  earthly  *,  that  are  in  their 
chambers  npon  their  knees,  wreftling  with  God,  whilft  you  are  in 
your  beds,  or  about  the  things  of  the  world  ?  And  doth  not  con- 
icience fometimes  whifper  thus  into  thine  ear,  Soul,  thou  art  not 
right)  fomething  is  wanting  to  make  thee  a  Chriftian  \  thou  want- 
eft  that  which  others  ha^e ;  and  except  fomething  further  be  done 
upon  thee,  thou  wilt  be  undone  for  ever  ?  It  it  be  fo,  let  mc 
adviie  thee  to  hearken  diligently  to  this  voice  of  confcience :  do  not 
dare  to  venture  to  the  judgment-ieat  of  God  in  fuch  a  cafe:  ponder 
that  text,  Mat.  xxi.  32.  and  let  the  difparity  your  conicience  ihews 
you  betwixt  your  own  courfe  and  that  of  others,  awaken  yon  to 
more  diligence  and  ferioufnefs  about  your  own  falvation:  how  canft 
thou  come  from  the  alehoufe^  or  thy  vain  recreations,  and  find  a 
wife  or  child  in  prayer,  and  thy  confcience  not  finite  thee  ?  It  may 
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be  thcj  have  been  mourning  for  thy  fins,  whilft  then  haft  been 
committing  them*  It  may  be  there  lives  not  hr^from  thee  a  godly^ 
poor  man,  who  out  of  his  hard  and  preffing  labours  redeems  more 
time  for  bis  foul  in  a  week,  than  ever  thou  didA  in  thy  life.  O 
hearken  to  the  voice  of  thy  confcience !  elie  thou  art  he  that 
holdeft  truth  in  tmrighteoufnefs. 

Demand  2.  Did  thy  confcience  never  meet  thee  in  the  way'  of 
fin,  as  the  angel  of  the  Lord  met  Balaam,  with  a  drawn  fword^ 
brandilhing  the  threatnings  of  God  againft  thee  ?  Did  it  not  fay 
to  thee,  as  a  captain  once  faid  to  his  foldiers  about  to  retreat,  he 
caft  hirafelf  down  in  their  way,  faying.  If  you  go  this  way,  you 
/hall  go  over  your  captain,  you  (hall  trample  him  firft  under  your 
feet?  Stop,  foul,  ftop,  f;ud  thy  confcience  $  this  and  that  word 
of  God  is  againft  thee :  if  thou  proceed,  thou  muft  trample  upon 
the  fovereign  authority  of  God,  in  this  or  that  command  ;  yet  thy 
impetuous  Tufts  have  hurried  thee  forward :  thou  wouldft  hot  fairly 
debate  the  cafe  with  thy  confcience ;  and  then  did  not  thy  con- 
fcience fay  to  thee,  as  Reuben  fpake  to  his  brethren,  Qen.  xlii. 
22.  <f  S{nke  I  not  unto  you,  faying.  Do  not  fin  againft  the  child^ 
«  but  you  would  not  hear ;  therefore  alfo  his  blood  is  required  of 
«  you  i^  If  this  has  been  your  courfe  of  finning,  verily  you  are 
the  peribns  that  have  held  the  truths  of  God  in  unrighteoufneis^ 
and  againft  you  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven. 

Demand  3.  Have  you  not  feen  the  wrath  of  God  revealed  from 
heaven  againft  other  finners  that  have  gone  before  you  in  the  very 
fame  track  and  courfe  of  fin  in  which  yon  new  go,  and  yet  you 
perfift  in  it,  notwithftanding  fuch  dreadful  warnings  ?  Thus  did 
Belteftiazzar,  though  he  faw  all  that  the  God  of  heaven  had  done 
to  his  father,  Dan.  v.  20,  21,  22.  You  have  feen  great  eftates 
fcatteredj  and  their  owners  that  got  them  by  fraud  and  oppreffion 
reduced  to  beggary  $  and  yet  when  a  temptation  is  before  you^ 
you  cannot  forbear  to  take  the  advantage  (as  you^  call  it)  to  get  the 
gain  of  oppreffion.  You  have  feen  drunkards  clothed  with  rags^ 
and  brought  to  miierable  ends  :  adulterers  ieverely  puniflied,  their 
names  and  eftates,  fouls  and  ix)dies  blafted,  and  wafted  by  a  fecret, 
but  juft  ftroke  of  God.  Have  yjou  taken  warning  by  thefe  ftrokes 
of  God,  and  hearkened  to  the  monitions  and  cautions  your  con- 
fciences  have  thereupon  given  you  ?  If  not,  thou  art  the  man  that 
holdeft  the  truth  of  God  in  unrighteoufnefs. 

Demand  4.  Do  not  you  inwardly  bate,  and  do  not  your  hearts 
ri(e  againft  necefiary  and  due  reproofs  given  you  by  thofe  that 
love  your  fouls  better  than  yourfelves  ?  If  you  hate  a  faithful  re- 
prover, though  you  know  you  juftly  deferve  the  reproof,  and  are 
goilcy  of  the  fin  he  reproves ;  i£  you  recrimtnate,  or  deny  in  fuch 
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cafes,  you  are  certainly  fo  far  confrderates  with  Satan  againft  yoar 
own  foals,  and  imprifon  your  own  conviftions. 

Dtmand  5.  HaTc  not  feme  of  you  apofiatized  from  your  firft  pro- 
fisffioD)  and  are  not  thoTe  hopeful  bloiToms  that  once  apj)eared  upon 
your  fouls  blafted  and  gone  ?  You  had  quick  convictions,  and 
,  melting  affeftions,  tendcrncfs  in  your  consciences,  and  zeal  for 
dhities  :  but  all  is  now  vanished ;  your  a^ccllons  are  grown  cold, 
your  duties  omitted,  though  conscience  often  bids  you  remember 
from  whence  you  are  fallen,  and  do  your  firft  works.  You  are 
the  perfbns  guihy  of  this  fin. 

Dtmand  6.  Do  none  of  you  prcfume  upon  future  repentance, 
and  fo  make  bold  with  your  confciences  for  prefent,  thinking  to 
compound  that  way  with  it  ?  This  argues  thee  to  be  a  felf-con- 
demned  man,  and  one  that  hoklefk  truth  in  nnrighteonfnefs :  thy 
fin  is  prefent  and  certain,  thy  repentance  but  a  pcradventure, 
5t  Tim.  ii.  25.  This  is  an  high  and  a  daring  way  bf  preitimptuous 
finning* 

Demand  7.  Laflly,  Have  none  of  you  taken  the  vows  of  God 
upon  you,  to  reform  your  cour(e,  and  break  off  your  iniquities  by 
repentance,  when  you  have  been  under  dangerous  (ickne^  on 
fliore,  or  dreadful  tempefls  at  fea  ?  Have  you  not  f^id,  Lord,  if 
thou  wilt  but  fpare  and  fave  me  this  once,  1  will  never  live  at  the 
rate  I  have  lived  any  more :  try  me,  O  Lord,  this  once ;  and  yet 
when  that  affli^Hon  hath  vanifhed,  your  purpofes  and  promifes  to 
God  have  vanifhed  with  it :  you  are  the  perfbns  that  hold  the 
known  truths  of  God  prifoners  in  your  fouls  ;  and  to  all  thefe  feven 
forts  of  finners,  this  text  may  juftly  be  as  the  hand-writing  upoa 
the  wall  once  was,  even  a  Mene  "Tehel^  that  may  make  thy  very 
loins  to  (hake. 

IV.   Ufe. 

This  do£h-ine  winds  up  and  finifhes  in  direSiiom  for  the  preven- 
tion of  fuch  prefumptuous  fins  in  men  for  time  to  come,  that  truth 
may  have  its  free  courfe  through  your  fouls. 

Direclion  1 .  And  to  this  end  my  firfk  couiifel  and  direAion  is, 
that  you  fail  not  to  put  every  convidlion  into  fpeedy  execution.  Do 
not  delay,  it  is  a  very  critical  hour,  and  delays  are  exceeding  ha- 
zardotis:  convi^ions  are  fixed  andfecured  in  men's  fouls  four  ways. 
I.  By  deep  and  ferious  coniideration,  Pfal.  cxix.  59.  «I  thought 
«  upon  my  ways,  and  turned  my  feet  to  thy  teftimonies/'  2.  By 
earned  prayer  j  thus  Saul,  under  his  firft  convictions,  fell  prefently 
on  his  knees,  Afts  ix.  11.  Beholdy  he  prayeth :  The  warm  breath 
of  prayer  foments  and  nouriihes  the  fparl^  of  conviAion,  that  they  be 
.  not  extinck.  3.  By  diligent  attendance  on  the  word.  The  word 
begets  it,  and  the  word  can,  through  God's  blefling  prcfcrvc  it, 
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James  1. 13,  24,  4.  Prcfent  execution,  falling,  without  delay,  on 
the  duty  thou  art  convinced  of.  James  i.  24.  «<  Be  not  forgetful 
"  hearers,  but  doers  of  the  word  ;  otherwife  a  man  is  as  one  that 
"  looks  into  a  glafs,  and  ftraightway  forgets  what  manner  ok  man 
"  he  was/'  Take  the  fenfe  thus,  a  man  looks  into  the  glafs  in 
the  morning,  and  there  perhaps  he  fees  a  fpot  on  his  face,  a  dif- 
order  in  his  hair,  or  clothes  \  and  thinks  with  himfelf,  well,  I  will 
re^fy  it  anon  ;  but  being  gone  from  th;:  pUcc,  one  thing  or  other 
diverts  his  mind,  he  forgets  what  he  faw,  and  goes  all  the  day 
with  the  fpot  on  his  face,  never  minding  it  any  more.  O  brethren, 
delays  are  dangerous,  (in  is  deceitful,  Heb.  iil.  1 3.  Satan  is  fubtle, 
2Cor.  xi.  3.  and  this  way  gains  his  point.  Ttiis  motto  may  be 
written  on  the  tomb  of  mjft  that  perifh,  Here  lies  one  that  was  de» 
Jlroyed  hj  delays*  Your  life  is  immediately  uncertain,  fo  are  the 
ftrivings  of  the  Spirit  alfo.  Bcfidcs,  there  is  a  mi,^Juy  advantage 
in  the  primus  impetus^  the  fird  heat  of  the  foul.  When  thy  heart 
is  once  up  in  warm  afTcJtions  and  refolutions,  the  v\rork  may  be 
eafily  done  ;  as  a  M/^  if  once  up,  goes  eadly,  but  is  hard  to  raife 
when  down.  Sec  2  Chron,  xxix.  36.  what  advantage  there  is  in 
aprefent  warm  frame  I  BeflJe,  the  nature  of  thefo  things  is  too 
ferious  and  weighty  to  be  poftponed  and  delayed.  You  cannot  get 
out  of  the  danger  of  hell,  or  into  Chrift  too  foon.  Moreover, 
every  repetition  of  fin  after  conviillon  greatly  aggravates  it.,  For 
it  bin  finning  as  it  is  in  numtpering,  if  the  flrd  be  one,  the  fecond 
is  ten,  the  tlurd  a  hundred,  and  the  fourth  a  thoufand.  And  .to 
conclude,  think  what  you  will,  you  can  never  have  a  fitter  feafon 
than  the  prefent :  the  fame  difficulties  you  have  to-day,  you  will 
have  to-morrow,  and  it  may  be  greater.  Fall  on  prefently,  therefore 
to  execute  your  convictions. 

Dire^.  2.  If  you  would  be  clear  from  this  great  wickcdnefs  of 
holding  the  truth  in  unrighteoufncfs,  then  fee  that  you  reverence 
the  voice^  and  fiand  in  awe  of  the  authority  of  your  own  con- 
fciences  ;  and  rcfolve  with  Job,  "  My  heart  fliall  not  reproach  me 
"  as  long  as  I  live,"  Job  xxvii.  6.  There  are  two  confidcrations 
apt  to  beget  reverence  ,in  men  to  the  voice  of  their  own  con- 
fciences. 

1.  It  is  our  heft  friend  when  pure  and  un violated. 

2.  It  is  our  worft  enemy,  when  wounded  anu  atTronted. 

1.  Confcience  obeyed,  and  kept  pure  and  inviolate,  is  thy 
beft  friend  on  earth.  2  Cor.  i.  12.  "  This  is  our  vjoiciig, 
**  the  teftimony  of  our  confciences."  The  very  Heathens  coulJ 
fay. 

Vol.  IV.  Q^ 
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*  Nil  conjcire  tihi^  nulla  pallefcere  culpa^ 
Hie  murus  aheneus  ejlo. 

What  comforted  Hezekiah  on  his  fuppofed  death-bed  but  the 
fair  teftimonial  hb  confcience  gave  in  of  his  int^ity  ?  2  Kings  ii. 
3.  «'  A  good  man  (faith  Solomon)  (hall  be  fatis6ed  from  hirafelf ; 
**  but  the  backflider  in  heart  (hall  bfe  filled  with  his  own  ways." 
Mark  the  oppofition,  confcience  gives  the  backflider  his  belly  full  of 
forrow,  and  the  upright  man  his  heart  foil  of  peace.  He  is  fatis- 
fied  from  himielf,  that  is,  firorb  his  own  confcience,  which  though 
it  be  nor  the  original  fpring,  yet  it  is  the  conduit  at  which  he  drinks 
peace,  joy,  and  encouragement. 

2.  Confcience  wounded  and  abufed,  will  be  our  worft  enemy ; 
no  poniards  fo  mortal  as  the  wounds  of  confcience.  •<  A  wounded 
•*  fpirit  who  can  bear  ?**  Prov.  xviii.  14.  Could  Judas  bear  it, 
or  could  6pira  bear  it  ?  What  is  the  torment  ot  hell,  but  the 
worm  that  dies  not  ?  and  what  is  that  worm  but  tl\e  remorfe  of 
confcience?  Mark  ix.  44.  Oh,  what,  is  that  fearful  expeftation 
mentioned,  Heb.  x.  27.  See  how  you  like  that  life  dcfcribed, 
Deut.  xxviii.  65,  66.  The  primitive  Chriftians  chofe  rather  to  be 
cafl  to  the  lions  than  into  the  paws  of  an  enraged  confcience  \  ai 
ieoneSy  potius  quam  ad  lenones.  Every  little  trouble  will  be  infiipport- 
able  to  a  fick  and  wounded  confcience,  as  a  quart  of  water  would 
be  to  your  (houlder  in  a  great  leaden  veflel.  ' 

O,  if  men  did  but  fear  their  own  confciences,  ifthcy  did  re- 
verence themfelves,  as  the  moralifl  fpeaks,  if  they  did  herein  cx- 
crcife  themfelves  'to  have  always  a  confcience  void  of  offence,  as 
Paul  did,  A£ls  xxiv.  16.  then  would  you  be  clear  of  this  great  fin 
of  holding  the  truth  in  unrighteoufnefs, 

DireEl,  3. ,  If  you  would  efcape  the  guilt,  and  danger  of  holding 
God's  truths  in  unrighteoufnefs,  then  keep  your  hearts  under  the 
awful  fenfe  of  the  day  of  judgment,  when  every  fecret  thing  mufi 
come  into  judgment,  and  confcience  like  a  regifter-book,  is  to  be 
opened  and  examined.  The  confideration  of  that  day  gives  your 
confciences  a  ieven-fold  defenfative  againft  fin.  i.  It  provokes 
every  man  to  get  real,  folid  grace,  and  not  reft  in  an  empty  pro- 
fcflion,  Malth.  xxv.  and  this  fecures  us  from  formal  hypocriiy, 
that  we  be  not  found  fbolifli  virgins.  '  2.^  It  excites  us  to  the 
diligent  improvement  of  our  talents,  that  we  be  not  found  flothfiil 
fervants,  neglecting  any  duty  God  and  confcience  calls  us  to^ 
Matth.  xxv.  2(.  3.  It  confirms,  and  efiablifliA  us  in  the  ways 
of  God,  that  we  wound  not  confcience  by  apoftacy,  1  John  ii.  28. 
4.  It  is  a  loud  call  to  every  man  to  repentance,  and  not  to  lie 

*  A  good  confcience  is  a  wall  of  brais. 
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flupidi  and  renfeleis,  under  guilt,  A&  xvii.  30,  31.  5.  It  is  a 
powerful  antidote  againft  formality  in  religion^  the  general,  and 
dangerouB  difeafe  of  profefTors,  Matth.  vii.  22,  23.  6.  It  excites 
holy  fear  and  watchfulnefs,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  life,  i  Pet. 
i.  1 7.  7.  It  puts  us  not  only  to  our  watch,  but  to  our  knees  in 
fervent  prayer,   i  Pet.  iv.  7. 

And  he  that  feels  fuch  effeAs  as  thefe,  from  the  confideration  of 
that  day,  is  fortified  againft  that  fin  my  text  warns  of,  and  dares 
never  bold  the  truths  of  God  in  unrighteoufnefs.  It  is  our  re- 
gardleflheis  of  judgment  to  come,  and  ignorance  of  the  nature  of 
it  which  fo  emboldens  up  to  negledt  known  duties,  and  commit 
known  fins,  Amos  vi.  3.  2  Pet.  iii.  3,  4.  If  our  thoughts  and 
meditations,  were  engaged  more  frequently,  and  ferioufly,  on  fuch 
an  awfiil  fubjedl,  you  would  rather  chufe  to  die  than  to  do  violence 
to  your  confciences. 

'  DireB,  4.  Get  right  and  true  apprehenfions  of  the  tmral  evil  that 
Is  in  fin,  and  of  the  penal  evil  that  follows  fin  ;  then  no  temptation 
(hall  prevail  with  you  to  commit  a  fin,  to  efcape  a  prefent  trouble, 
or  negleA  a  known  duty,  to  accommodate  any  earthly  intereft,  and 
confequently  to  hold  no  truth  oi  God  in  unrighteoufnefs.  It  is 
fear  ^  lois  and  fufferings  that  fo  often  overbears  confcience ;  but  if 
men  were  once  made  thoroughly  fenfible  that  the  leaft  fin  is  worfe 
for  them  than  the  greatefl  afflj£Uon  or  fuffering,  the  peace  of  con- 
fcience would  be  well  fecured.  And  that  this  is  really  fo,  appears 
thus:  I.  AffliAions  do  not  make  a  man  vile  in  the  eyes  of  God. 
A  man  may  be  under  manifold  afflictions,  and  yet  very  dear,  and 
precious,  in  God's  account,  Heb.  xi.  36,  37,  38.  but  fin  makes 
man  vile  in  the  eyes  of  God,  Dan.  xi.  2.  2.  Afflidlions  do  not  put 
men  under  the  curie  of  God,  bleffings  and  afHi£cions  may  go  to- 
gether, FfaL  xciv.  12.  but  fin  brings  the  foul  under  the  curfe, 
GaL  iii.  10.  3.  Afflictions  make  men  more  like  unto  God,  Heb. 
xii.  10.  but  fin  makes  us  more  like  the  devil,  i  John  iii,  8.  John' 
vili.  34*  4.  Afflictions  for  confcience  fake  are  but  the  creature's 
wrath  inflamed  againft  us ;  but  fin  is  the  inflamer  of  God's  wrath 
againft  us,  as  in  the  text.  5.  Afflictions  are  but  outward  evils 
upon  the  body,  but  fin  is  an  internal  evil  upon  the  foul,  Prov.  viii. 
36.  6.  Afflictions  for  duties  fake  have  many  fweet  promifes  an- 
nexed to  them,  Mat.  v.  iq.  but  fin  hath  none.  7,  The  efFeCb  of 
fufierings  for  Chrift  are  fweet  to  the  foul,  2  Cor.  vii.  4.  but  the 
fruits  of  fin  are  bitter ;  it  yields  nothing  but  ihame  and  fear. 
8.  Affli&iotis  for  phrift  are  tbrway  to  heaven,  but  fin  is  the  broads 
tBay  to  hell,  Rom.  vi.  ult.  9.  Sufferings  for  duty  are  but  ^  r  a 
moment^  2  Cor.  iv.  17.  but  fufferings  for  fin  will  be  eternal,  Mailc. 
ix.44. 
If  fuch  thoughts  might  be  fuffered  to  dwell  with  us,  now  would 
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they  guard  the  corifcience  againft  temptations,  and  fecurc  their 
peace  and  purity  ? 

Direff,  5.  Be  thoroughly  perfuaded  of  this  great  truth,  that  God 
taki-s  great  pleafjre  in  uprightnefs,  and  will  own  and  honour  inte- 
grity amicifl  alt  t\vd  dangers  that  befal  it,  Pfal.  xi.  7.  Prov.  xi.  20. 
When  he  kquLI  encourage  Abraham  to  a  life  of  integrity,  he  en- 
gages bis  Almighty  Power  \ot  the  protedVion  of  him  in  that  way. 
Gen.  xvii.  i,  <*  I  aai  God  Almighty,  walk  thou  before  me,  and  be 
««  perfe<Sl."  So  Pfal.  Ixxxiv,  11."  The  I-iOrd  God  is  a  fun  and  a 
<*  IhielJ  ;  he  will  give  grace  and  glory,  and  no  good  thing  will  he 
"  with-hold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly." 

An  upright  man  is  the  boaft  of  heaven,  Job  i.  8.  he  is  God's  dar- 
ling ;  and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  he  bears  the  image  of  God.  Pfal. 
xi. -7-  "  The  upright  Lord  loveth  uprightnefs;"  yea,  and  if  inte- 
grity brings  them  into  trouble,  they  may  be  fure  the  Lord  will  bring 
them  out.  PfnL  xxxiv.  19.  «•  Many  are  the  afflictions  of  therigh- 
<«  teous,  but  the  Lord  delivereth  them  our  of  them  all."  How 
fafely  then  may  they  leave  themfelves"  in  the  hands  of  his  infinite- 
wif  !om,  power,  and  fatherly  care  ?  Nay,  God  is  not  only  the^r^ 
tecloTy  but  he  is  alfo  the  nwarder  of  confcientious  integrity,  Pial. 
xviii.  ao.  and  that  four  ways.  i.  In  the  inward  peace  it  yields 
them  ;  Ifa.  xxxii.  17.  "  The  work  of  righteoufnefs  fhall  be  peace, 
*«  and  the  effeft  of  righteoufnefs,  quietnefs  and  aflurance  for  ever," 
But  the  effeil  of  linful  (hifts  and  carnal  policies  are  fharae  and  for- 
row.  2.  In  the  fuccefs  and  iffue  of  it;  it  not  only  turns  to  God's 
gl(^ry,  but  it  aufw^rs  and  accommodates  our  own  defigns  and  ends 
far  better  than  our  flnful  projcdls  can  do,  Prov.  xxviii.  23.  3. 
Great  is  the  joy,  and  encouragement  refulting  from  it  in  the  day  of 
detth,  2  Kings  xx.  3.  Pfal.  xxxvii.  37.  4  In  the  world  to  come, 
Pfah  xlix.  14.  Were  this  duly  confidered  and  thoroughly  be- 
lieved, men  would  chufe  rather  to  part  with  life  than  the  purity 
and  peace  of  their  own  confciences.  They  would  fufFer  all 
wrongs  and    injuries  rather  than  do  confcitnce  the  Icaft  injury. 

Dire^,  6.  Do  rot  idolize  the  world,  nor  over-value  the  trifles 
of  this  life ;  it  is  tbe  love  of  tb^  world  that  makes  men  warp 
from  the  rules  of  tbeir  own  confciences,  2  Tim.  iv.  10.  it  is 
this  that  makes  men  ftrain  hard  to  get  loofe  from  the  ties  and 
bonds  of  their  own  confciences.  The  young  man  was  convinced, 
but  the  world  was  too  hard  for  his  convictions,  Luke  xviii.  23. 
the  degree  of  his  forrow  was  according  to  the  degree  of  his  love  to 
the  creature.  It  is  not  the  having,  but  tlw  over-doving  of  the 
world  that  ruins  us  5  it  is  a  worldly  heart  which  makes  men  twift 
and  turn,  (huffle  aud  diflemble  at  that  rate  they  do,  in  time  of 
temptation.  Could  you  once  dethrone  this  idol,  how  fecurc  and 
fafe  would  your  confciences  be !  The  church  is  defcribed,  Rev. 
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xii*  I.  a$  clothed  with  the  fun,  and  the  moon  under  her  feet  y  the 
rooft  zealous  age  of  the  church  was  the  age  of  poverty.  Try  thefc 
few  confiderations  upon  your  hearts  to  loofe  them  from  the  inor- 
dinate love  of  the  world,  i .  What  good  will  the  world  do  whca 
you  have  loft  your  integrity  for  its  fake,  and  peace  is  taken  away 
from  the  inner  man  ?  What  joy  of  the  world  had  Judas^  and  what 
comfort  had  Spira  ?  If  you  part  with  your  integrity  for  it,  God  will 
blaft  it,  and  it  fliall  yield  you  no  joy.  2.  Except  you  renounce 
the  world,  you  are  renounced  by  Chrift :  difclaim  it,  or  he  will  dit 
claim  you,  Luke  xiv.  33.  No  man  can  be  admitted  into  Chrift's 
fcrvice,  but  by  fcaling  thofc  indentures  with  him.  3.  Whatever 
lofs  or  damage  you  (hall  fuftain  for  Chrift  and  confcience  fake,  he 
ftands  obliged  to  repair  it  to  you,  and  that  with  an  infinite  overplus, 
Mark  X.  29,  30.  4.  In  a  word,  all  the  riches,  pleasures,  honours, 
and  liberties  in  the  world  are  not  able  to  give  you  that  joy  and 
heart-refrefhing  comfort  that  the  acquitting  and  chearing  voice  of 
your  own  confciences  can  do.^  Settle  thefe  things  in  your  hearts  as 
defenfatives  againft  this  danger. 

Direcf.  7.  Laftly,  Beg  of  God,  and  labour  to  get  more  Chriftian 
courage  and  magnanimity  5  for  want  of  tliis,  confcience  is  oft  over- 
borne againft  its  own  light  and  convi<ftion ;  Chriftian  magnanimi- 
ty is  confcience's  fecurity.  It  is  excellent  and  becoming  a  Chriftian . 
to  be  able  to  face  any  thing  but  the  frowns  of  God  and  his  own 
confcience.  All  the  famous  champions  of  truth,  and  witnefles  for 
God,  that  came  vidtorious  out  of  the  field  with  temptation,  with 
fafe  and  un  wounded  confciences,  were  men  of  courage  and  refolu* 
tion:  See  Dan.  iii.  i6.  Heb.  xi.  27.  Afts  xxi.  13.  And  what  b 
this  Chriftian  courage  but  the  fixed  refolution  of  the  foul  to  en- 
counter all  dangers,  all  fufterings,  all  reproaches,  pains,  and  loflcs 
in  the  fb-ength  of  aftifting  grace,  that  (hall  affault  us  in  the  ways 
of  our  duty  ;  and  fo  it  ftands  oppofed  in  fcripture  to  the  fp'trit  of 
fear  J  Heb.  xi.  27.  iofiamey  Mark  viii.  38.  to  apojtacy  ^Yith,  x.  39/ 
He  muft  neither  be  afraiil  nor  afliamed,nor  lofe  one  inch  of  ground 
for  the  fake  of  whatfoever  dangers  he  meets  with,  and  that  becaufe 
he  hath  embraced  Chriftianity  upon  thofe  terms,  and  was  told  of 
all  this  before,  John  xvi.  i.  becaufe  there  is  no  retreating,  but  to 
our  own  ruin,  Heb.  x.  38.  becaufe  he  owes  all  this,  and  much 
more  than  this,  to  Chrift,  Phil.  i.  29.  becaufe  he'underftands  the 
value  of  his  foul  above  his  body,  and  of  eternals  above  and  beyond 
all  temporals,  Matth.  x.  28.  and,  in  a^word,  becaufe  he  believes  the 
promifes  of  God's  aflSftance  and  rewards,  Heb.  xi.  25,  26, 27. 

O  my  friends,  were  our  fears  thus  fubdued,  and  our  faith  thus 
exalted,  how  free,  and  fafe,  would  truth  be  in  our  confciences !  he 
that  owns  any  truth  to  live  upon  it,  or  accommodate  a  carnal  inte- 
reft  by  it,  will  difown  that  truth  when  it  comes  to  live  upon  him» 
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let  confirience  plead  and  fay  what  it  will :  but  he  that  hath  agreed 
with  Chrift  upon  thelc  terms,  to  be  content  to  be  miferable  for 
ever  if  there  be  not  enough  in  Chrift  to  make  him  happy,  this  man 
will  be  a  fteady  Chriftlan,  and  will  rather  lie  in  the  worft  of  pri* 
loos,  than  imprifon  God's  known  truths  la  uarighteoufods. 

THE   CONCLUSION* 

I  have  now  done  my  meiiage.  I  have  iet  before  you  the  Lord 
Je(bs  in  the  glory  of  his  free  grace  and  eondefcending  love  to  fio- 
ners ;  O  that  I  had  jQcill  and  ability  to  have  done  it  better !  I  have 
wooed  and  expodulated  with  you  on  Chrift's  behalf;  I  have  la-- 
boured  according  to  my  little  meafure  of  ftrength,  to  caft  up  and 
prepare  the  way  by  removmg  the  ftumblifig  blocks  and  difcou- 
ragements  out  of  it.  This  hath  been  a  time  of  conviction  to  many 
of  you,  fome  have  not  beep  able  to  hold  their  convictions  any  long- 
er under  reflraints,  but  many^  I  fear,  do  fo ;  and  therefore  I  have 
id  the  clofe  of  all  handled  this  ftartling  and  awakening  fcripture 
among  you,  to  (hew  you  what  an  horrid  evil  it  is  to  detain 
God^s  truths  in  unrighteoufnefs.  I  have  alfo,  in  the  name  and  au- 
thority of  God,  demanded  all  the  Lord's  prifoners,  his  fuppreis- 
ed  and  retrained  truths  at  your  hands :  if  you  will  unbind  yoiff 
coQviAions  this  day,  cut  afunder  the  bonds  of  carnal  fear,  ihame, 
(9*r.  with  which  you  reftrain  them  ;  thofe  truths  you  (hall  (b  make 
firee,  will  make  you  free  :  if  not,  but  you  will  (till  go  on  (Kfling  and 
fuppreffing  them  in  your  own  bofoms,  remember  that  there  are  fo 
many  witnefles  prepared  to  give  evidence  againft  you  in  the  great 
day.  And  O  that  whild  you  delay  this  duty,  the  found  of  this 
tent  may  never  be  out  of  your  ears,  nor  fuflfer  you  to  reft  :  «*  For 
«*  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  againft  all  ungodli- 
*<  nefs  and  unrighteoufnefs  of  men,  who  hold  the  truth  in  unrigh- 
«  tcoufncfs/' 
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MOUNT  PISGAH. 

A  SERMON, 

Preached  at  the  Public  THANKscrviNG,  Feb.  14th,  1688-91  &r 
England's  Deliverance  firom  Popery,  &c 

Upon  Deut.  in*  24,  25. 

THE  EPISTLE  DEDICATORY. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  George  Earl  of  Southertanif  LorA 
Strathnavfr,  Heritable  Lord  of  Regality,  and  Sheriff  in  the 
Shire  of  ScuiberlanJ. 

MT  LORD, 

IT  was  a  fweet  refrcfliment  to  me  in  the  days  of  our  late  exH^ 
to  be  providentially  caft  into  your  Lordfliips  company  and  ac- 
quaintance. I  favoured  in  yourlelf  and  your  mod  accompiifhed 
Lady,  thoie  things  which  are  mrely  found  in  perfons  of  your  enii- 
nent  Oation  and  quality  in  the  world. 

I  have  neither  forgotten  your  tender  fympathy  with  poor  diC- 
trefled  Sion,  nor  my  weak  endeavours  to  prop  up  your  kith, 
with  refpeft  to  a  more  cheerful  afpeft  of  providence  upon  the 
churches. 

And  now,  my  lord,  we  that  mourned  for,  and  fuflPered  with  Sion, 
arc  this  day  called  to  rejoice  with  her.  Yea,  you.  are  called  ro  re- 
joice with  a  joy  above  the  common  joy,  inafmnch  as  your  Lordftiipr 
is  not  only  a  partaker  of  the  common  merry  with  others,  but  God 
hath  honoured  you  in  accompanying  and  afliiling  the  glorious  in- 
ftrument  of  our  deliverance. 

My  lord,  it  is  a  greater  honour  to  be  ferviccablc  to  the  intcrcft  of 
Chrift,  than  to  defcend  from  the  blood  of  nobles  It  is  the  ho- 
nour of  angels  that  they  are  miniftering  Spirits  for  th**  church's 
good.  What  my  apprehrniions  of,  and  expeftations  from  this 
providence  arc,  your  lordlhip  will  meafure  from  the  following  dit 
courfe. 

Let  England  rejoice  to  behold  aProteftant  king  upon  her  throne; 
a  king  that  gives  more  honour  to  the  throne  than  it  is  capable  to 
refleft  on  him  that  fits  thereon.     His  foundneis  in  Proteflant  prin- 
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ciples,  his  prudence  and  equity  in  government,  his  zeal  for  the 
intereft  of  Chrlft  at  the  loweft  ebb,  fpeak  him  fuch  a  bleffing  to 
this  nation  as  for  ages  paft  it  hath  not  enjoyed :  And  now,  nay 
Lord,  wc  may  expeft,  if  ever,  to  find  that  glorious  defcription  of  a 
juft  and  holy  king  anfwereJ  in  him,  that  "  he  (hall  be  to  us  as  the 
light  of  the  morning,  when  the  fun  arifeth,  even  a  morning  with- 
out clouds,"  ^  Sam.  xxiii.  4. 

My  Lord,  having  in  my  place  performed  the  duty  of  thankfgiv- 
ing  to  God,  enjoined  by  public  authority  with  the  fame  alacrity  that 
Mofes's  mother  obeyed  the  command  of  Pharaoh's  daughter  to 
nurfe  her  own  child ;  I  am  bold  (notwithftanding  the  imperfec- 
tions that  attend  it)  to  offer  it  in  all  humility  to  your  Lordlhip's 
hands  ;  being  confident  the  defign  of  it  will  be  agreeable  to  your 
fpirit,  though  there  be  nothing  of  external  ornament  to  commend 
it  to  your  fancy.  So,  heartily  congratulating  yoyr  Lordfliip's  fafe 
and  happy  return,  with  your  pious  and  ingenuous  Lady,  in  the 
memorable  year  of  England's  deliverance  from  the  Romifli 
yoke,  I  beg  y<5ur  honour's  pardon  for  this  prefumption,  and 
remain 

Tour  Honour^ s  fnoft  obliged 

Servant  to  command^ 

I  FLAVEL. 


MOUNT    PISGAH. 


Deut.  iii.  24,  25. 

O  Lord  Godf  thou  hajl  begun  tojbew  thyfervant  thy  greainefs^  andihj 
mighty  hand  ;  for  what  God  is  there  in  heaven^  or  in  earth  that  can 
do  according  to  thy  works,  and  according  to  thy  might  ^  I  pray  thee  let 
me  go  over  and  fee  the  good  land  that  is  beyond  Jordan,  that  goodlj 
mountain,  and  Lebanon.  y 

IT  is  the  obfervation  of  a  learned  *  man,  that  the  revolution  of 
a  hundred  ears  hath  produced  (efpecially  in  thefe  latter  times) 
new  motions  and  alterations  in  the  church,  like  unto  thole  that  fell 
out  a  hundred  years  before.    So  it  was  in  Germany  and  Bohemia  % 

*  X>T  Goodwin,  in  Apoc  pb  189. 
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John  Hufi,  at  the  ftake,  about  the  year  1417^  uttered  this  re- 
markable fpeech.  After  an  hundred years^  you  Papijlsjball  be  called  to 
an  account.  The  Bohemians  caufed/^  centum  annos  to  be  ftampt 
upon  their  coin  for  the  prefervation  of  fo  memorable  a  prediftion  ; . 
and  accordingly  in  a  hundred  years,  15 17,  Luther  arofe»  and 
with  him  the  reformation.  It  hath  been  fo  in  England.  Our 
fathers  defervediy  fet  a  iignal  remembrance  upon  the  year 
I588>  Annus  oBogeftmus  odlavus  eft  annus  mirabilis  j  the  year  eighty^ 
eight  is  a  wonderful  year  j  and  it  was  fo  indeed,  for  then  the  Lord 
defeated  the  formidable  enemies  of  his  caufe  and  people  with  a 
mighty  hand,  and  an  out-ftretched  arm  upon  the  great  waters. 
Then  did  England  fing  his  praifes,  faying,  «  Who  is  like  unto 
"  to  thcc>  O  Lord,  among  the  gods  ?  Who  is  like  unto  thee, 
<<  glorious  in  holinefsi  fearful  in  praiies,  doing  wonders  ?"  Exod. 

XV.  II. 

A  full  century  is  now  run  out  iince  that  year  of  wonders,  where- 
in we  have  reaped  the  precious  and  ineftimable .  fruits  of  that 
year's  mercy.  And  notwithftanding  the  great  ingratitude  of  this 
nation  for  all  the  civil  and  fpiritual  mercies  it  hath  enjoyed  in  con- 
ftquence  of  that  mercy,  whereby  God  hath  been  highly  pro- 
voked to  fay  to  England  as  he  did  to  Ifrael,  Judg.  x.  13./  will  de^ 
I'tver  you  no  more  ;  yet,  behold  I  another  eighty^eight  crowned  and 
enriched  with  mercies,  no  lefs  admirable  and  glorious  than  the  for-  . 
mer;  a  year  for  wliich  the  children  yet  unborn  fball  praife  the 
Lord. 

You  are  called  this  day  to  rejoice ;  I  am  not  only  called  to  re- 
joice with  you  in  the  public  mercies  of  this  day,  but  alfo  to  dired 
you  to  the  beft  way  of  improving  the  mercies  you  rejoice  in,  that 
they  may  prove  introdu^tive  to  greater  mercies  than  themfelves. 
To  that  end  I  chofe  this  fcripture,  which  contains  both  parts  of 
the  work  and  duty  of  the  day.  The  text  contains  the  fum  of  Mo- 
fes'  prayer  at  Edrei,  after  the  llgnal  victory  God  there  gave  him 
over  the  laft  enemy  that  forbade  his  paffagc  to  the  confines  of  Ca- 
naan. This  Edrei  was  a  town  on  this  iide  Jordan,  liruate  in  the 
fruitful  country  of  Balhan,  near  unto  that  famous  river  by  which  it 
was  divided  from  the  land  of  promife,  afid  afterwards  fell  to  the 
hi  of  ManaiTeh.  Hither  Moies  had  led  the  people,  and  now  it 
was  but  ooe  remove  more,  (their  paifage  over  Jordan)  and  they 
ihould  finifh  their  wearifome  peregrination,  and  arrive  at  the  dc- 
iire  of  their  hearts,  even  ref^  and  fettlement^  in  that  good  land  the 
Lord  bad  promifed  them.  And  here  you  may  fee  how  fwifi  and 
ftrong  the  motions  of  Mofes'  fpirit  in  prayer  were,  now  it  was  come 
ronighther^/!r/^r,almoftin  fight  of  that  pkafaiu  land  where  God 
intended  to  fettle  his  worship,  and  record  his  name*     <<  O  Lord, 

Vol.  IV.  Rr 
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««  thoo  haft  begun  to  (hew  thy  fervant  thy  grcatnds,*'  &c.  I  pnf 
*<  thee  let  me  go  over,  and  fee  the  good  land  that  is  beycmd  Jor- 
"  dan,  that  goodly  mountain,  and  Lebanon."    Wherein  note, 

1.  The  mercy  prayed  for. 

2.  The  argument  pleaded  to  obtain  it. 

I.  The  mercy  Mofes  prays  for,  that  he  might  go  over  and  fee 
the  good  land,  &c.  The  good  land  was  Canaan,  called  the  glcny 
of  all  lands,  Ezek.  xx.  6.  It  was  a  glorious  land  in  reipc£t  of  its 
natural  fertility  and  amenity  \  but  much  more  glorious  in  refpeft 
of  the  prefence  of  God  in  his  ordinances.  And  therefore  above  all 
tliC  pleafant  fights  of  Canaan,  he  defires  to  fee  that  goodly  tmuth' 
tain,  that  is.  Mount  Moriah,  on  which  Abraham  o&red  up  his 
only  fon  Ifaac,  and  whereon,  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  Mofes  fore- 
faw  the  glorious  temple  was  to  be  built,  whither  the  tribes  fliould 
go-up  to  worfhip,  even  the  tribes  of  the  Lord,  unto  the  teftimony 
of  Ifrael.  There  were  to  be  the  fymbols  of  his  'jMrefencei  and  the 
houfe  of  prayer  for  all  people.  There  the  ark  was  to  reft,  and  all 
the  promifes  made  to  Abraham  and  his  feed  to  be  fulfilled.  This 
inflames  the  defires  of  Mofes  (now  upon  the  very  borders)  to  have 
a  fight  of  that  goodly  mountain,  and  Lebanon,  that^  famous  fereft 
fo^renowned  in  icripture,  of  whofe  ftately  cedars  the  glorious  tern-  ' 
pie  was  to  be  built,  i  Kings  v.  5,  9.  This  defire'  of  Moies  was 
not  from  any  fuperftitious  opinion  he  had  of  the  holinefs  of  the 
place,  in  refpeA  of  the  patriarchs  whofe  bones  were  laid  in  that 
land,  (as  fome  Popifh  glofles  would  have  it)  but  be  eameftly  de- 
fired  to  fee  the  accompnfhment  of  the  promifes,  now  fo  nigh  the 
birth,  by  the  adhial  poflcfSon  of  that  good  land.  This  was  the 
mercy  he  prayed  for. 

Oifje^i&n.  But  how  could  Mofes  defire  to  go  over  Jordan  into  , 
this  good  land,  when  God  had  before  fo  exprefsly  told  him  he  1 
(hould  not  ?  Numb.  xx.  1 2.  <'  And  the  Lord  fpake  unto  Mofes 
«  and  Aaron,  Becaufe  ye  believed  me  not,  to  fan£lify  me  in  the 
<<  eyes  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  therefore  ye  ihall  not  bring  thb 
«<  congregation  mto  the  land  which  I  have  given  them.''  Did  this 
holy  man  fufier  his  defires  to  tranfport  him  beyond  his  dnty,  to  go 
further  than  God  would  have  him  ? 

So/.  No,  he  did  not;  not  being  fore  the  threatening  was  ab« 
folute,  but  might  be  fuch  a  one  as  was  made  of  Hezekiah's  death, 
2  Kings  XX.  I .  or  of  Nineveh's  deftruAion,  Jonah  iii.  4.  there  wasj 
room  for  prayer.     Yon  fee  the  mercy  Mofes  prayed  for.  | 

2.  Let  us  next  confider  the  argument  by  him  pleaded  /or  1  ~ 
obtaining  of  his  fuit,  and  that  is  taken  from  the  whole  (erics  0 
former  mercies,  which  were  all  introdufUve  to  this  remaining  and 
completing  mercy,  the  planting  of  them  in  the  land  of  promil<f* 
«<  Q  Lord  God,  thou  haft  begun  to  (hew  thy  fervsmt  thy  great* 
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«*  ndsy  and  thy  mighty  hand,**  &c.    Where  note, 

1.  His  moft  thankful  acknowledgement  and  magilifying  of  pad 
and  prefent  mercies.  His  eyes  were  not  fo  dazzled  with  the  fplen- 
dor  of  mercy  to  come,  and  in  a  near  expedation,  as  to  overlook 
the  former  or  prefent  mercies  as  fmall  and  incondderable.  No,  he 
iifts  up  the  name  of  God  in  his  praifes  for  them,  and  tells  him,  he 
had  begun  to  ihew  him  his  greatnefs  in  them.  They  are  great  in 
Mofcs'  eye,,  and  he  cxprefies  a  fuitablc  fenfe  of  them.  He  well 
knew  the  way  to  engage  further  mercies^  is  thankfully  to  acknow- 
ledge and  magnify  pad  and  prefent  ones.     But, 

2.  He  refts  not  there,  but  improves  thefe  beginnings  of  mercies^ 
and  pleads  them  in  his  argumentative  prayer  for  the  confummating 
and  perfecting  mercies  yet  to  come ;  q.  d.  Lord,  thy  works  are 
perfe&,  thou  doll  not  ufe  to  begin  and  not  finifh  as  men  do ;  to 
bring  to  the  birth,  and  not  cau^  to  bring  forth  :  the  gods  of  the 
heathen  are  a  lie  and  vanity,  but  thou  art  the  true  God,  and  thy 
promifes  are  truth  itfelf.  Now,  Lord,  in  purfuance  of  tliy  pro- 
mifesto  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  thou  haft  begun  to  fulfil  the 
mercy  promifed  \  Ifrael  is  brought  with  figns  and  wonders,  and  a 
mighty  hand  out  of  Egypt,  and  upon  the  very  borders  of  the  land? 
Lord,  complete  the  work  now,  in  giving  them  the  pofTeffion  of  it; 
and  for  me.  Lord,  I  pray  thee  (if  it  be  thy  will)  let  me  enter  with 
them;  and  as  I  have  had  my  part  in  the  troubles  of  Egypt, 
flraits  and  trials  thefe  forty  years  in  the  defart,  let  me  take  my  part 
alio  in  the  joy,  reft,  and  comfort  of  that  bleiled  land  to  which  I  am 
now  come  fo  nigh.  This  feems  to  be  the  fenfe  and  meaning  of 
Mofes'  prayer.  Divers  excellent  points  of  doctrine  naturally  ofier 
themfelves  from  the  text,  as, 

Do£l.  I.  ^hat  the  reft  and  profperity  of  the  church  is  a  very  deftrahU 
mercy  in  the  eyes  ^  the  faints* 

If  any  thing  will  make  a  Chriftian  defirous  to  abide  on  earth, 
next  to  the  £niibing  of  the  work  of  grace  on  him,  and  the  work 
of  obedience  by  him,  this  is  the  thing  :  Pfal.  cvi.  4,  5  «  Remem- 
"  ber  me,  O  Lord,  with  the  favour  that  thou  bearcft  unto  thy 
«  people :  O  vifit  me  with  thy  falvation  :  that  I  may  fee  the  good 
<<  of  thy  chofen,  that  I  may  rejoice  in  the  gladnefs  of  thy  nation  : 
**  that  I  may  glory  with  thine  inheritance." 

ry>£t.  a.  How  defirable  foever  it  be  to  fee  the  churches  glory  and 
profperity  on  earthy  yet  the  greatefi  and  beft  of  faints  may  be  denied 

Mofesy  the  ^t  of  Gody  the  favourite  of  heaven^  eamcftly  de* 
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fired  the  fight  of  this  mercy,  and  was  denied  it.  Get  thee  up  to 
n^ount  Nebo,  faith  God,  and  die  there,  thou  flialt  not  go  over 
Jordan  ;  and  yet  Mofcs  was  no  lofer  by  it.  Though  God  (hut 
him  out  of  Canaan,  he  took  him  into  heaven.  We  read.  Mat. 
xiii.  17.  of  that  blefled  day  when  Chrift  was  among  men  in  the 
flefii,  preaching,  praying,  and  working  miracles,  that  many  pro- 
phets and  righteous  men  defired  to  fee  thofe  things  which  they  fav  . 
(among  whom  he  walked)  and  faw  them  not,  and  to  hear  the  things 
which  they  heard,  but  did  not  herfr  them.  Demarathus  of  Co- 
rinth, was  wont  to  fvy,  that  thofe  Grecians  loft  a  great  part  of 
the  comfort  of  their  lives,  that  had  not  feen  great  Alexander  fit- 
ting upon  Darius's  tlirone.  St  Augufline  wiflied  to  have  feen  three 
things,  Rome  in  its  glory,  Paul  to  the  face,  and  Chrift  in  the 
flefli.  But  we  muft  not  be  our  own  chufers,  it  fliall  be  given  to 
them  for  whom  it  is  appointed.  But  I  i^ ay  not  upon  either  of  thcfe, 
there  are  two  other  points  in  the  text  which  invite  my  thoughts 
-  and  difcourfe  this  day  -,  viz. 

Doft.  3.  That  great  mercies  received  (ihough  there  be  yet  greaUr 
than  they  to  be  expcFled)  call  for  an  anfwerabh  fenfe  and  ackntm' 
ledgement  in  the  faints. 

Doft.  4.  That  the  beginnings  of  mercy  and  deliverance  to  the  church 
are  convertible  into  fotne  pleas  and  arguments  in  prayer  fcr  the 
perfeElion  and  confummation  thereof  I  begin  with  the  fonncr, 
viz« 

Doft.  3.  That  great  mercies  received  (ihough  there  be  yet  greater 
than  they  to  be  expeBed)  call  for  an  anfioerable  fenfe  and  acknow- 
ledgement in  the  faints » 
« 

Mofes  magnifif,s  the  mercies  received  in  Egj'pt,  and  in  the  wi/- 
dernfsy  at  the  redfca^  and  at  Eclrci ;  as  things  wherein  God  had 
-begun  to  Mtw  him  his  grcatnefs,  and  his  mighty  hand,  things  on 
which  God  had  viiibly  ftamped  and  imprcflcd  his  grcatnefs;  though 
he  ftill  expected  greater  things  to  come.  It  was  EIihu*s  cGunfel  10 
jfob,  with  rcfpc^t  to  God's  providential  proceedings  with  him,  Job 
xxxvi,  24.  "  Remember  that  thou  magnify  his  work  which  men 
<«  behold."  Elihu  thought  it  to  be  Job's  duy  (and  doubtlcfs  it 
was  fo)  to  magnify  or  lift  up  the  name  of  God,  even  under  af- 
fli<5Ved  providences,  to  exalt  God  when  God  caft  him  down ;  but 
you  arc  called  this  day  to  magnify  the  work  of  God  in  comfortable 
protidences,  and  to  lift  up  his  name,  whilft  he  is  lifting  you  up  in 
deliverances  and  cheerful  providences.  It  is  true,  we  cannot  mag- 
nify any  work  of  God  by  making  any  addition  to  it^  or  making  it 
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greater  than  it  is ;  but  wc  fhould  magnify  every  work  of  God  by 
giving  it  its  fijll  dinienfions  in  our  conliderations  of  it,  and  fuitablc 
affedtions  to  it.  ««  The  works  of  the  Lord  are  greats  fought  oUt 
«  of  ail  them  that  have  pleafure  therein/'  Pfal.  cxi.  2.  We  then' 
magnify  them,  when  we  fearch  them  out,  ponder  and  weigh  them 
in  all  their  circumitances  \  and  this  mufl  needs  afford  lingular 
pleafure  to  a  fandified  foul.  O  it  is  fweet  to  trace  the  footlteps 
of  God  along  thcfe  pleafant  paths  of  mercy  and  falvation,  where- 
in he  hath  walked  towards  his  church,  or  ourfelves  in  particular. 
Two  things  invite  our  thoughts  to  dwell  upon  them  at  this  time* 

1.  What  makes  a  \rork  of  mercy  truly  great. 

2.  What  is  that  fuitable  fenfe  we  Oiould  have  of  fuch  works. 
I.  What  arc  the  things  that  make  any  work  of  msrcy  truly  , 

great. 

Now  there  are  feven  confiderations  or  properties  of  a  work  of 
mercy,  which  make  it  great  indeed.  *  If  but  ohe  or  two  of  thefe 
be  found  upon  fuch  a  work,  it  deferves  the  name  of  great ;  but 
it  there  be  a  concurrence  of  them  all  in  any  work  of  God,  as  there 
is  m  that  work  which  we  celebrate  this  day,  O  how  great  will  it 
then  appear ! 

( I  )  Then  Both  a  work  of  mercy  or  deliverance  defcrve  the  name 
of  great  and  magnificent,  when  it  involves  our  fpiritual,  as  well 
as  our  civil  and  natural  comforts  and  enjoyments  in  it,  and  refcues 
our  fouls  as  well  as  our  bodies  from  ruin  and  mifery. 

Temporal  mercies  hai^e  their  value,  it  is  no  fmall  mercy  to  have 
our  edates,  liberties,  and  lives  fecurcd  firom  rapine  ^nd  violence. 
Deborah  celebrated  this  mercy  in  her  fong  of  praife,  Judges  v.  6, 
7,  II,  "In  the  days  of  Shamgar  the  fon  of  Anath,  in  the  days  of 
"  Jael,  the  high- ways  were  unoccupied,  and  the  travellers  walked 
"  through  by-ways.  The  inhabitants  of  the  villages  ceafed  in  Ifrael, 
'^  until  that  I,  Deborah,  arofe,  that. I  arofe  a  mother  in  Ifrael. 
"  They  that  are  delivered  from  the  noife  of  archers  in  the  places 
"  of  drawing  water ;  there  (hall  they  rehearfe  the  righteous  a£b 
"  of  the  Lord,  even  the  righteous  a(Sts  towards  the  inhabitants  of 
*<  his  villages  in  Ifrael :  then  fhali  the  people  of  the  Lord  go  down 

to  the  gates."  It  was  a  fad  time  in  Ifrael,  vi:hen  they  were 
barred  from  their  fountains,  and  forced  to  creep  through  by-ways 
and  woods  by  night,  for  fear  of  the  enemy  ;  when  the  courfe  of 
juftice  was  ftopt,  and  there  were  00  judges  in  the  gates  :  Therefore 
the  people  are  here  excited  to  praife  the  Lord  for  their  deliverance 
from  thcfe  calamities. 

But  it  is  a  far  greater  miiery  to  be  cut  off  from  the  wells  of  ialva* 
tion,  barred  from  the  fprings  of  ordinances  5  forced  to  creep 
through  by  and  obfcure  ways  to  get  bread  to  relieve  our  fouls ;  to 
have  oar  teachen  driven  into  comers ;  which  hath  been  the  cafe  of 
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God's  people  for  many  years  in  England.     Now  to  be  delirered 
from  fuch  miferies,  is  a  mercy  above  all  value. 

Liberty  to  ferve  the  Lord  without  fear,  liberty  without  a^fnareor 
hook  in  it,  and  a  well  fettled  durable  liberty,  for  fuch  is  that  we 
may  now  (if  ever)  promife  ourfclyes ;  what  foul  can  dilate  itfelf 
wide  enough,  to  take  in  the  adequate  fcnfe  of  fuch  a  mercy  ?  We 
were  glad  of  liberty  from  our  enemies,  when  we  fought  it  not  j  we 
peaceably  and  thankfully  improved  it,  though  juft  fears  and 
jealoufies  much  darkened  the  luflre  of  it :  But  the  Lord  in  this 
difpenfation  of  his  providence  will,  I  hope,  fo  eftablifli  the  juft 
liberties  of  his  people,  that  it  fhall  never  be  in  the  power  of  violent 
and  wicked  men  any  more  to  opprefs  them.  There  was  a  time 
when  the  witneiTes  of  Chrift  lay  dead,  and  their  enemies  rejoiced 
over  them ;  the  Lord  hath  begun  to  revive  them,  and  the  time  (I 
truft)  even  the  appointed  time  is  at  hand,  when  they  fliall  hear  a 
great  voice  from  heaven  fjuJU  fupremi  magifiratus^  faith  learned 
Mede)  faying,  come  up  hither ;  and  both  England  and. France  (ball 
rejoice  together  in  their  Cpiritual,  as  well  as  civil  liberties  and 
mercies.  What  foul  that  loves  Jefus  Chrift  in  fincerity,  doth  not 
ieel  ftfelf  cheered  and  raifed  in.proportion  to  the  hopes  and  evidences 
it  hath  of  the  approach  of  fo  great  and  defirable  a  mercy  ? 

(2.)  Then  is  any  work  of  mercy  and  deliverance  to  the  church 
defervedly  ftiled  great ;  when  it  is  wrought  out  in  an  extraordinary 
ivay^  and  the  finger  of  God  evklently  feen  therein.  Thus  it  was 
with  Ifrael  in  their  introduction  into  the  land  of  promife,  Pfalm 
xliv.  3.  ««  For  they  got  not  the  land  in  pofTeiHon-  by  their  own 
"  fword,  neither  did  their  own  arm  fave  them}  but  thy  right 
<*  hand,  and  thine  arm,  and  the  light  of  thy  countenance ;  be- 
"  caufe  thou  hadfl:  a  favour  unto  them."  It  was  not  by  the 
firength  of  their  own  arm,  or  the  length  of  their  own  fword,  that 
they  fubdued  and  conquered  \  no,  it  was  a  fmile  of  providence  that 
did  the^  work.  I'he  finger  of  God  in  providence  appears  in  the 
{ecret  influences  of  God  upon  the  fpirits  of  men,  infufing  courage 
into  the  hearts  of  fome,  and  .fending  faintnefs  into  the  fpirits  of 
others  \  fo  that  the  feeble  become  as  David,  while  the  men  of  might 
cannot  find  their  hands.  This  lifts  up  the  whceb  above  the 
earth,  as  Ezek.  i.  19. 

(3.)  The  fudden  produftion  of  mercy  magnifies  it.  Mercies  are 
highly  to  be  prized,  how  long  foever  we  wait  for  them  \  but  when 
they  come  furprizingly,  they  come  with  great  advantage  upon  us, 
and  have  for  that  the  more  ravifliing  fweetnefs  in  them,  P&Un 
cxxvi.  f ,  2,  3.  *<  When  the  Lord  turned  again  the  captivity  of  Sion, 
**  we  were  like  them  that  dream.  Then  was  our  mouth  filled 
**  with  laughter,  and  our  tongue  with  finging ;  then  iaid  they 
yj  among  the  heathen,  the  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  us. 
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**  whereof  we  arc  glad."  The  change  was  lb  great,  fo  fudden, 
that  it  amazed  them ;  they  took  it  rather  for  tl  phantom  that  delud- 
ed their  fenies^  than  for  a  reality.  The  deliverance  was  incredible^ 
they  could  not  believe  themfelves  to  be  delivered,  when  they  really 
were  delivered.  They  fancied  when  they  came  tp  Jerufalem, 
that  it  was  rather  a  pleafant  dream  of  Jerufalem  in  Babylon,  than 
fo  indeed.  Are  we  indeed  fet  at  liberty  to  worfhip  God  at  Jem-* 
falem  ?  Or  are  we  mocked  with  a  dream,  and  deluded  with  a 
pleafant  fancy  of  fuch.a  mercy  ?  So  again  we  read,  Ifa.  Ixvi.  8,  9^ 
•«  Who  hath  heard  fuch  a  thing  ?  Who  hath  feen  fuch  things  I 
'*  (hall  the  earth  be  made  to  bring  forth  in  one  day  i  Or  (hall  a 
*'  nation  be  born  at  once  ?  For  as  foon  as  Sion  travailed,  (he 
•*  brought  forth  her  children.*'  What,  fow  and  reap  in  the  fame 
day !  The  birth  to  anticiptate  the  pangs  of  travail !  Who  hath 
feen  or  heard  fuch  tilings,  faith  thcpropb^  ?  Surely  England  hath 
feen  it  this  day.  Cardinal  Pool  once  abufed  this  fcripture  in  his 
letter^to  pope  JuUus  the  third,  applying  it  to  the  fudden  change  of 
Engbnd  to  popery  in  the  beginning  of  queen  Mary's  reign.  But  we 
are  called  this  day  to  fanclify  the  name  of  God  in  a  work  of 
providence,  wherein  the  Lord  hath  indeed  fulfilled  it  before  our 
eyes.  So  great  and  fudden !  <<  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy 
•*  works,  O  Lord  God  Almighty  j  juft  and  true  are  thy  ways,  O 
*  thou  King  of  faints."  Generations  to  come  will  think  we  do 
but  hyperbolize,  when  they  (hall  read  the  one  half  of  the  wonders 
of  our  days. 

(4.)  When  one  mercy  is  an  introduAive  leading  mercy  to  many 
more  that  are  greater  than  itfelf ;  that  mercy  which  is  io,  though 
in  itfelf  it  were  never  fo  fmall,  well  deferves  the  title  of  a  great 
mercy,  and  may  we  not  judge  the  prefent  mercy  to  be  fuch  ?  In  the 
rending  off  thefe  kingdoms  from  Antichrift,  the  tenth  part  of  the 
great  city  is  vifibly  fallen.  Rome  hath  paid  her  tenths  to  Chrift 
already,  and  that  as  an  eameft  of  the  whole,  which  is  (hortly  to 
fall  into  his  hands.  Rome's  glafs  was  turned  up  by,  Chrift  more 
than  1 200  years  paft,  and  in  the  judgment  of  very  learned  and 
fearching  men,  is  now  almoft  run  down.  Antlchrift  hath  lately 
had  a  triumph,  and  faid,  I  Jtt  at  a  queen^  and  Jball  mt  fee  widow^ 
hoodf  or  iofs  of  children  any  more.  The  kings  of  the  earth  hath  giv- 
en h9scfU9  x«i  i{«tnair,  their  force  of  arms,  and  power  of  laws  unto 
tht  Ifeqft.  But  the  Lord  hath  begun  to  (hake  heaven  and  earth, 
that  the  things  which  are  made  may  be  ihaken  down,  and  fo  to 
ruin  him  by  the  fame  means  he  firft  arofe.  He  is  taking  to  himfelf 
his  power  and  reign,  that  the  kingdom  and  dominion  under  the 
whole  heavens  may  be  the  Lord's  j  and  that  the  work  of  provi- 
dence which  we  celebrate  this  day  appears  to  me  a  grea^  Aep  to- 
wards it.     Call  it  Gad,  for  a  troop  follows  it.    The  world  hatk' 
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found)  and  (hall  ftill  find  much  truth  in  that  obfervation  of  the 
learned  ♦DrMore:  *I  am  not  afliamed  (faith  he)  to  profefs, 
that  I  think  it  clear,  out  of  the  Apocalypfc,  that  the  fcene  of 
things  in  Chriftcndom  will  in  a  fhort  time  be  very  much  changed 
for  the  better  ;  the  time  of  the  churches  appearing,  that  is  truly 
apoflolical  both  in  life  and  do^ine,  appears  by  the  computation 
of  propheiies  to  be  very  near  at  hand,  when  the  witneffes  (hall 
arife,  and  the  women  come  out  of  the  wildemefs,  and  the  king- 
doms of  the  world  (hall  be  the  kingdoms  of  the  Lord,  and  lus 
Chrift,  and  he  (hall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.  There  is  no  (labi- 
lity to  be  expefted  in  the  kingdom  of  men  (but  vengeance  will 
ever  and  anon  flow  in  upon  them)  till  that  city  be  raifed,  whofe 
foundation  is  not  only  laid  in  twelve,  but  whofe  gates,  tribes,  an- 
gels, the  breadth  and  height  of  the  wall,  and  the  foHd  continent 
of  the  whole  city,  are  nothing  elfe  but  a  replication  ftill  of  twelve 
throughout :  That  is  to  fay,  till  that  church  appear  which  is  pure- 
ly apoftolical  in  dodlrine  and  worfhip/ 
England  is  faid  to  be  the  firft  kingdom  that  received  the  gofpel 
with  the  countenance  of  fupreme  authority.  This  was  its  honour ; 
and  to  be  the  firft  that  breaks  off  from  Antichri{V>  will  be  as  great 
an  honour  as  the  former.  The  reft  are  to  follow  in  their  order. 
O  what  a  leading  mercy  is  the  mercy  of  this  day  ! 

(5.)  Then  may  a  work  of  God  be  ftiled  great  and  magnificient, 
when  the  Lord  carries  it  on  through  great  difficulties  and  feeming 
impoffibilities.  The  greater  the  difficulties  in  the  way,  the  greater 
muft  the  tnercy  be  when  it  arrives  to  us  through  them  all.  Thus 
came  the  Ifraelites  into  the  land  of  promife,  Pfal.  Ixvi.  12.  <'Thou 
*'  caufedft  men  to  ride  over  our  heads  •,  we  went  through  fire, 
*'  and  through  water;  but  thou  broughteft  us  out  into  a  wealthy 
«'  place."  To  pafs  through  fire  and  water  is  a  proverbial  fpeech, 
noting  the  greateft  difficulties,  and  deadly  dangers  ;  fuch  was  that 
at  the  Redfea.  A  deliverance  out  of  fuch  dangers  may  be  called 
life  out  of  death,  and  fuch  have  our  deliverances  been.  Our  ene- 
mies had  grafped  all  power  irito  tfaeir  hands,  and  were  full  of  con- 
fidence ;  they  were  folded  together  as  thorns,  and  drunk  as  drunk- 
ards, as  the  prophet  expreiTes  it,  Nah.  i.  i  o.  Strong  combinations^ 
and  anfwefable  confidence,  and  fecurity  of  the  event ;  but  when 
the  time  of  mercy  was  come,  armies,  navies,  counfels,  foreign  con- 
federates, and  all  give  way  to  the  defign  of  mercy.  And  what  are 
ail  the  mountains  before  Zerubbabel  ? 

(6.)  That  which  exceedingly  greatens  a  mercy  or  deliverance  is 

X)xtfiafonablenefs  thereof,  when  it  nicks  the  proper  feafon,  comes  in 

the  moft  opportune  time.     Deut.  xxxii.  36.  "  The  Lord   fliall 

■-'•-'       ■  ■  '  — *'       ■   '  ■■  ■■  "■  ■  ■  "■  ■       11        I ^ 

*  The  Myftcry  of  Godlineli,  L  5.  c  17.  printed  1660. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Mount  Pifgab^  3 1 7 

'*  judge  his  people,  and  repent  himfclf  for  his  fervanta ;  when  he 
'«  fceth  that  their  power  is  gone,  and  that  thefe  is  none  fhut  up  or 
«*  left,**  The  Lord  fuffers  the  danger  to  come  to  an  extremitjTy 
and  then  in  the  mount  of  difficulties  and  ftraits  he  appears  ;  if 
deliverance  fliould  come  fooner,  it  would  be  lefs  valued  \  and  if  la- 
ter, it  would  come  too  late  for  our  comfort.  He  is  a  God  of  judg- 
ment, and  all  his  works  are  made  beautiful  by  their  feafonablenefs* 
How  the  caie  flood  with  the  proteftant  intereft  in  Europe  whea 
God  began  to  ftir  up  the  fpirits  of  the  princes  to  commiferate  and 
relieve  it,  we  all  know :  our  enemies  looked  upon  us  as  their  fure 
prey,  and  we  could  not  but  look  upon  ourfelves  in  great  hazard* 
The  Lord  fuffered  the  mifchief  conceived  to  go  to  the  parturient 
fulnefs  of  its  time,  and  then  gave  it  a  mifcarrying  womb.  Who  is 
like  unto  the  Lord  ?  And  what  works  are  like  his  works  ? 

(7.)  In  a  word,  then  is  a  work  of  mercy  truly  great,  when  it 
brings  forth  invaluable  bleffings  at  a  cheap  rate,. when  enjoyments 
and  comforts,  more  worth  than  our  lives,  come  at  eafy  rates  to  our 
hands. 

Tou  read,  Ifa.  ix.  5.  *'  Every  battle  of  the  warrior  is  with  con- 
"  fafcd  noife,  and  garments  rolled  in  blood."  War  is  terrible 
and  coftly,  efpecially  civil  wars.  When  a  nation,  like  a  candle 
lighted  at  both  ends,  quickly  confumes  and  melts  down  in  the 
middle.  There  are  confufed  noifes  in  battles,  terrible  to 'hear; 
the  thundering  of  drums,  and  found  of  trumpets  \  the  neighing 
of  horfes,  and  ihouts  of  armies;  the  roaring  of  cannons,  the  ihrieks 
and  groans  of  dying  men ;  thefe  are  confufed  noifes  indeed :  and 
yet  it  is  worth  enduring  all  this,  to  hear  the  joyful  found  of  the 
gofpel,  and  preferve  the  pure  reformed  religion  in  the  midft  of  us : 
it  were  better  to  part  with  our  blood,  than  the  gofpel ;  exhaufl: 
our  trcafure,  and  leave  our  children  poor,  than  diveft  them  of  the 
beft  of  bleffings,  and  leave  them  to  be  trained  up  in  idolatry,  and 
ftretch  out  their  hands  to  a  ftrange  gbd. 

But  lo,  what  hath  God  wrought  for  England  !  you  have  thofe 
mercies  that  have  cofl:  others  dear,  and  tliey  ^have  coft  you  no- 
thing ;  you  hdve  fold  yourfelves  for  nothing,  and  arc  redeemed 
without  price :  your  God  hath  been  liberal  in  mercy,  but  fparing 
of  blood.  Such  mercies,  fo  many  mercies  without  a  ftroke  I  ac^ 
cording  to  this  time,  it  ihall  be  fa  id,  What  kath  God  wrought. 

Thus  you  fee  what  thefe  mercies  are  wherein  God  fhews  his 
grcatncfs. 

Seamdiyy  In  the  next  place,  let  us  confider  what  that  fuitable 
fenfe,  or  thofe  anfwcrable  impreffions  are,  which  fuch  great  mer- 
cies call  for.  Mofes,  in  the  text,  expreflTes  a  very  becoming  fenfe 
of  the  great  things  God  had  begun  to  do  for  him  and  his  people  % 
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O  that  there  were  fuch  a  heart  in  us  this  day.  Now  there  arc  five 
things  wherein  the  comely  behaviour  of  our  fouls  towards  God, 
under  great  mercies,  doth  confid. 

(I.)  In  our  eyeing  the  hand  of  God  in  the  mercy,  and  thankfiil 
afcriptions  of  all  the  glory  and  praife  to  his  name.  So  doth  Mo- 
fes  in  the  text,  «« Thou  haft  begun  to  fhew  thy  fervant  thy  grcat- 
«'  nefs,  and  thy  mighty  hand."  The  Ifraelites  were  a  great  hoft, 
fix  hundred  thoufand  men  that  marched  out  of  Egypt,  an  army 
fufficient  to  invade  and  fubdue  a  far  greater  country  than  Canaan 
was',  but  Mofes  looks  off  from  them,  and  afcribes  all  their  fucceffcs 
and  viftories  to  the  hand  of  God  :  not  my  mighty  hojl^  but  ihj 
mighty  hand,  God  affeAs  not  focial  glory ;  the  dividing  of  the 
praiic  forfeits  the  mercy.  He  that  doth  all  in  us  and  for  us,  ex- 
pefts  juftly  the  praife  and  glory  of  all  from  us.  Pfal.  cxv.  i.  "Not 
««  unto  us,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name,  give  glory.'*  Here 
is  a  double  negative,  and  no  more  than  need  \  for  there  is  double 
danger  of  the  creature's  invading  the  rights  of  heaven  and  facri- 
legious  ufurpation  of  God's  peculiar  praife.  Let  us  therefore  look 
off  from  armies  and  navies,  from  the  prudent  conduf^  and  courage 
of  men,  and  fee  the  hand  of  God  in  all  the  great  and  marvellous 
things  wrought  in  the  midft  of  us  this  day. 

(2.)  It  is  decorous,  and  fuitable  to  great  mercies,  to  have 
our  hearts  filled  with  joy  and  cheerfulnefe  anfwerable  to  them: 
praife  is  comely  for  the  upright.  As  it  would  be  our  fin  to  mourn 
when  God  fmites  and  rebukes  us ;  fo  will  it  alfo,  not  to  rejoice 
when  he  cheers  and  comforts  us.  It  is  not  our  liberty  only,  but 
our  duty  to  rejoice  in  fuch  works  of  mercy  as  thefe  are.  Ifa.  Ixv. 
1 8.  "  But  be  ye  glad,  and  rejoice  for  ever  in  that  which  I  create ; 
"  for  behold  I  create  Jerufalem  a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  joy." 
Methinks  joy  (hould  not  be  under  a  Chriftian's  command,  when 
he  fees  what  God  is  creating  for  Jerufalem.  As  the  morning-ftars 
fang  together,  and  all  the  fons  of  God  fhouted  for  joy  at  the 
creation  of  the  world  ;  fo  (hould  all  his  fons  and  daughters  fing, 
and  ihouc  at  this  new  creation  of  the  new  heavens,  and  the  new 
earth. 

^  Miftake  not  here,  I  call  you  not  to  rejoice  in  the  miieries  or  ca- 
lamities that  are  upon  any  tliis  day,  much  lefs  at  the  calamities  of 
our  late  fovereign.  He  that  fearcheth  my  heart,  knows  I  com- 
miferate  his  condition,  and  from  my  foul  defire  the  Lord  to  blefs 
his  afflictions  to  his  illumination  and  eternal  falvation.  But  that 
which  you  are  to  rejoice  in  this  day,  is  the  advancement  of  Chrift's 
ihtereft  in  the  world,  and  the  falvation  of  his  church  from  the  im- 
minent dangers  it  was  fo  lately  under ;  and  the  profpeft  the  Lord 
now  gives  you  of  far  greater  mercies  to  his  people,  than  ever  yet 
they  enjoyed.    Thefc  arc  the  proper  objefts  of  our  rejoicing. 
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(3.)  Then  haTe  we  a  becoming  fenfe  of  great  mercies,  when 
thofe  mercies  kindly  thaw,  and  melt  our  hearts  into  repentance  for 
fin,  and  a  fenfe  of  our  great  unworthinefs  of  them  ;  when  we  abafe 
ourfelves  under  exalting  providences.  We  greatly  miftake  our- 
fclves,  if  we  think  England  hath  obliged  God  to  be  thus  peculiarly 
favourable  to  it.  It  is  aftonifhing  to  think,  that  a  nation  fo  fwarm-* 
ing  with  drunkards,  ptrfuuton,  formalifts  in  religion,  yea,  athcijls 
znd /coffers  at  all  pra^ical  and  ferious  piety,  fliould  neverthekfs  be 
thus  favoured,  delivered,  and  exalted  in  mercy  above  all  the  na« 
tions  round  about  us.  I  know  God  hath  a  great  number  of  pre-^ 
cbus  and  upright-hearted  ones  in  England,  that  have  fighed  and 
cried  for  the  abominations  committed  in  the  midd  thereof;  but  fo 
&rare  they  frota  arrogatingyXhzt  they  arc  every-where  admiring  the 
goodneis  of  God  m  unexpected  mercies.  They  think,  if  he  had 
pvcn  them  their  lives  for  a  jM'ey  in  fomc  obfcure  corner  of  the 
world,  heliad  done  more  for  them  than  they  could  juftly  have  ex- 
pected ;  or  if  he  had  furnifhe^  them  with  a  fufiicient  ftock  of  faith 
and  patience  to  ftand  quietly  at  the  flake,  and  have  gloriiied  him 
in  the  midft  of  the  flames,  he  had  done  more  than  they  had  de- 
ferved  at  his  jiands  :  but  to  be  delivered  from  all  thofe  fears,  to  fit 
down  in  peace  amidft  pure  gofpel-ordinances,  and  to  look  on  all 
thefe  but  as  the  beginnings  of  mercy,  the  dawning  of  a  more  bright 
and  glorious  day  than  ever  yet  this  nation  enjoyed  -,  this,  I  fay,  is 
melting  and  humbling  indeed  to  all  gracious  fpirits.  It  is  a  lovely 
fight  to  fee  the  tears  of  repentance  overtaking  the  tears  of  joy  and 
thankfiilnefs ;  iighs  and  bluihes  for  fin,  mixed  with  fmiles  and  re- 
joicii^  in  mercies.     . 

(4.)  Then  do  we  anlwer  the  voice  of  mercy,  and  difcover  a 
fuitable  fenfe  of  it,  when  it  ftrongly  obliges  us  to  new  obedience^ 
and  more  exadbiefs  in  walking  with  God,  for  the  time  to  come. 
We  find  an  excellent  example  of  both  thefe  effefts  of  mercy,  viz. 
repentance  for  paft  fins,  and  refolutions  for  new  obedience,  in 
Pfal.  Ixxix.  8,  13.  <<  Remember  not  agahift  us  former  iniquities," 
faith  Afaph  ;  that  was  the  frame  of  his  heart  as  to  pad  fins  \  and 
then,  vcr.  13.  as  to  the  future,  if  he  would  let  <*  the  fighing  of 
*<  Hie  prifonei^  come  before  him,  and  deliver  thofe  that  are  ap- 
"  pointed  to  die,"  as  he  fpeaks  ver.  1 1 .  then,  faith  he,  "  We 
"  thy  people,  and  the  iheep  of  thy  pafture,  will  give  thee  thanks 
«  for  ever,  we  will  fhew  forth  thy.praife  to  all  generations."  O 
England!  England!  thy  God  this  day  calls  thee  to  thy  knees, 
though  it  be  thy  day  of  thankfglving  and  rejoicing  :  he  expedts  to 
fee  thy  tears  upon  thy  cheeks  this  day  for  thy  former  iniquities, 
and  that  thou  bind  thyfclf  to  thy  God  with  thefe  bonds  of 
mcrcy^  never  to  return  any  more  to  folly.   It  is  not  bells  and  bon^' 
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£res,  but  repentance  for  thy  paft  follies^  and  new  obediencei  thy 
God  looks  for  at  thy  hands. 

(5.)  Laftly,  Then  do  we  aft  becomingly  to  the  mercies  of  God, 
when  mercies  already  brought  forth,  do  encourage  and  ftrengthen 
our  faith  for  thofe  that  remain  ftill  in  the  womb  of  the  promifes. 
So  it  was  with  Mofes  in  my  text,  and  oh  that  it  might  be  fo  with 
us  all !  our  greateft  and  bed  mercies  are  yet  to  come,  but  thofc  wc 
blefs  God  for  this  day,  are  pledges  and  earnefts  of  them  :  You  fee 
them  not,  neither  did  you  fee  thefe  you  are  now  praiiing  him  for, 
fix  months  ago;  hath  he  caufed  thefe  mercies  to  be  brought  forth, 
and  will  he  (hut  up  the  womb  ?  hath  he  done  things  we  looked 
not  for,  and  (hall  he  not  be  trufted  farther  than  we  can  fee  ? 
Look  as  the  head  of  Leviathan  was  ferved  into  the  Ifraelites 
table  in  the  wildernefs,  garni (hed  about  with  rich  experiences  of 
the  goodnefs  and  faithfulnefs  of  God,  that  it  might  be  food  to 
their  faith  in  the  wildernefs  ;  {o^  much  fo  arc  the  mercies  and  de* 
livcrances  of  this  day  to  be  improved,  for  the  encouragement  of 
faith  for  further  and  future  mercies. 

Ufe,  The  point  before  us  is  full  of  ufeful  inftruftions,  cautions, 
and  counfels.  Time  will  permit  me  to  do  little  more  than  note  them 
to  you ;  becaufe  I  have  noted  to  you  anotlier  point  of  doftrine, 
which,  (hould  I  omit,  I  (houid  be  wanting  to  the  duties  of  the 
day,  and  your  jull  expeftations.  Well  then,  are  the  mercies  of 
God  already  performed  fuch  great  things  ?  And  do  they  require 
fuch  a  fenfe  and  improvement  of  them  from  us  ?  Then, 

(i.)  Take  heed  of  flighting  and  defpifing  the  mercies  of  God 
which  are  frefh  and  new  before  your  eyes  tliis  day.  There  are  two 
fpecial  duties  incumbent  on  all  the  faints  under  (uch  mcrciej  as 
*  thefe,  viz.  to  oblerve  the  Lord's  providences,  and  to  refound  his 
praif<5s  ;  and  the  latter  depends  upon  the  former.  God  can  have 
no  praife,  we  can  have  no  comfort  from  unobferved  or  flighted 
mercies.  "  Whofo  is  wife,  and  will  obfcrve  thofe  things,  even  they 
"  (hall  underrtand  the  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord,"  Pfal.  cvii. 
43.  A  due  obfervation  of  mercies  will  beget  a  due  valuation  of 
them ;  and  a  due  valuation  of  mercies  is  fundamental  to  all  your 
praifes  of  God  for  them.  Look  upon  the  other  fide  of  thefe  pro- 
vidences, and  think  what  your  condition  had  been,  if  the  Lord 
had  left  your  eflates,  liberties,  and  lives,  to  the  wills  and  mercies 
of  your  enemies. 

(2.)  Check  all  atheifiical  thoughts  from  this  experiment  of  the 
hand  of  God  fo  feafonably  interpofing  betwixt  his  people  and  their 
deftruftion.  «  Verily  there  is  a  God  that  judgetb  in  the  earth,*' 
Pfal.  Iviii.  1 1.  Great  and  notorious  is  the  atheifm  of  thefe  times; 
all  ferious  piety  is  hificd  and  ridiculed  5  the  very  exiftence  of  a 
Deity,  and  Divine  providence  is  denied  by  fome.     But  would  men 
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open  their  eyes,  and  obferve  what  is  before  them  this  day,  they 
would  fee  enough  to  ftop  the  mouth  of  atheifm  for  ever.  Are  thefe 
fortuitous  hits  and  accidents,  or  the  effe^b  and  produAions  of  the 
wife  andfteady  counfeis  of  heaven?  <<  The  Lord  is  known  by  the 
'<  judgments  that  he  executeth."  But  when  his  hand  is  lifted  up, 
men  will  not  fee.  It  is  convincingly  clear,  the  hand  of  God,  not 
the  power  or  policy  of  men  hath  done  this.  There  was  no  power 
in  the  prevailing  part,  but  what  might,  with  far  greater  probability 
have  been  repelled  by  the  other ;  no  policy  in  the  one,  but  as  great 
to  countermine  it  in  the  other.  But  you  fee  the  race  is  not  to  the 
fwift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  ftrong ;  it  is  the  hand  of  God  that  dif- 
pofeth  theie  great  events. 

(3.)  Be  not  daggered  if  you  (hould  fee  new  difficulties  arife  in 
the  way  of  mercy,  after  God  hath  begun  to  do  great  things  for  his 
people.  Mofes  and  his  people  encountered  many  fuch  difficulties 
after  God  had  lifted  up  his  hand  in  great  iigns  and  wonders  for 
them  in  Egypt:  And  fo  may  we,  even  when  we  are  come  upon  the 
borders  of  our  expeAed  mercies.  Let  us  not  fay  we  (hall  never 
be  moved  more ;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  filthmefs  in  England  yet 
unpurged,  many  corruptions  to  be  removed  ^  and  let  us  not  ex- 
pefl  much  tranquillity  till  God  hath  refined  and  reformed  us. 
Whea  the  morbific  matter  is  not  well  purged  out  of  the  body  na- 
tural, or  politic,  there  is  danger  of  a  recidivatibn,  or  relapfe  into 
the  old  difeafe,  which  God  in  mercy  prevent.  Former  fins  and 
follies  will  caft  us  back  into  former  ftraits  and  miieries.  O  let  us 
not  return  again  to  folly.  We  are  now  upon  trial  once  more  how 
we  will  carry  it  under  mercies  and  iiberties  :  God  forbid  fo  great 
an  opportunity  as  this  for  fetting  the  church  and  date  upon,  the 
true  foundations  of  liberty  and  profperity,  fhould  be  loft.  Take 
heed  of  a  difcontented  fpirit  under  gracious  providences,  left  you 
provoke  the  Lord  to  turn  bis  hand  of  judgment  again  upon  you* 
Who  could  have  thought  that  Jonah,  who  was  fo  lately  in  the 
whal/s  bellyy  called  the  belly  of  hell^  and  was  fo  greatly  bumbled 
there,  and  fo  mtraculoufly  and  grdcioufiy  delivered  thencie,  (hould 
prefently  fall  into  a  great  pet  of  difcontent  with  God,  and  that  for 
a  trifle,  the  withering  of  a  gourd  ?  Yea,  and  which  was  wor(e,  for 
his  mercy  to  others.  O  we  know  not  what  manner  of  fpirits  we 
are  of.  The  greateft  mercies  and  deliverances  do  not  long  pleafe 
us  unleis  our  little  by-intereft  be  gratified. 

(4.)  Let  England  now  ftudy  to  do  great  thmgs  for  God»  who 
hath  imprefiled  his  greatnefs  upon  the  mercies  it  enjoys  this  day. 
OEi^gland,  God  hath  done  great  things  for  thee,  faved  thee  with 
a  great  falvation ;  and  he  expeAs  returns  from  thee  fuitable  to  thy 
great  mercies  and  obligations.    Let  me  fay  to  thee  as  Elihu  to  Jobj 
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dbap.  xxTi.  1.  <^  Suffer  me  a  little,  and  I  will  fhewthee  that  I  have 
•«  yet  to  fpeak  on  God's  behalf." 

(i.)  A  national  reformation  is  now  expected  hj  the  Lord ;  he 
Iiath  ftrongly  obliged  us  to  it  this  day  by  fo  glorious  and  unparai- 
kled  a  national  falvation.  It  is  our  reproach,  that  a  land  of  mi- 
luAers,  a  land  of  bibles,  a  land  of  peculiar  mercies,  ihould  be  a  hnd 
fwarming  in  every  part  of  rt  with  ^rofainc /wearers,  filthy  adulter' 
trsy  beaftly  drunkards^  and  heaven*daring  atheifis.  Do  we  thus 
requite  the  Lord,  O  foolifh  people  and  unwife  ?  Thy  God,  0 
England,  is  pleading  with  thee  this  day  by  the  voice  of  mercy, 
drawing  thee  out  of  thcfe  puddles  and  pollutions  by  the  cords  of 
love,  whilfl  he  is  pleading  againft  the  fame  tins  in  the  nations  round 
about  thee  by  fire  and  fword*  He  hath  now  fet  upon  thy 
-Arone  a  great  example  of  virtue  to  correft  thy  lewdnefs,  and  eflfe^ 
tky  reformation*  O  England,  wilt  thou  not  be  made  clesffi? 
When  (hall  it  once  be  ?  When,  if  not  now,  under  fuch  ftrong 
inducements  and  fignal  advantages  ? 

(2.)  The  loofing  of  every  yoke  and  undoing  of  every  heavy  bur- 
den is  now  expected  from  thee.  God  hath  loofed  the  yc^e  of 
Fopery  from  our  necks,  which  neither  we  nor  our  £ithers  could 
bear :  and,  God  forbid  we  fliould  lay  any  other  yoke  upon  our 
brethren's  neck,  than  what  Jefus  ChrifV  hath  laid,  by  his  plain 
commands,  upon  all  his  difciples,  or  make  any  thing  a  term  or 
condition  of  communion  which  hnnfelf  hath  not  made  fo. 

O  let  the  groans  and  cries  of  oppreiTed  confciences  be  heard  no 
more  from  henceforth  in  England.  Did  not  the  Lord  lately  fliake 
the  rod  of  odr  common  enemies  over  us  all  ?  Had  we  not  an 
ecckfft^zcal  court  ereftcd  among  us,  which  made  thoie  to  tremble, 
at  whofe  bars  others  had  trembled  ?  if  our  God  hath  been  fo  good 
to  us,  beyond  all  examples  or  expeftations,  to  deliver  us  from  our 
£:ars  and  dangers;  furcly  he  experts  that  thofe  who  have  found 
mercy  fhould  be  ready  to  (hew  mercy^  eife  we  mufli  cxpeft  he 
will  make  good  his  threatening  againft  m^  James  ii»  13.  "  He  (ball 
"  have  judgment  without  mercy  that  Ihewed  no  mercy  j"  or  »/»- 
merciful  judgment,  as  xpio-K  a^nXi^  may  be  rendered  ;  and  the  in- 
ftrumeuts  and  executioners  of  his  judgments  are  not  fo  £ar  off,  but 
be  can  quickly  hifs  for  them  again,  if  we  anfwer  not  to  the  voice 
and  call  of  mercy. 

(3.)  A  hearty  and  lading  union  among(^  all  that  fear  God,  ii 
DOW  judly  expected  from  usi  I  never  expert  union  and  coalition 
betwixt  the  godly  and  ungodly,  it  will  be  as  much  as  I  can 
cxpci^  to  fre  the  wickednefs  of  men  reftrained  and  curbed  by 
good  laws  that  they  perfecutc  not ;  but  renewing  grace  muft 
change  their  hearts,  and  deftroy  their  inbred  enmity  before 
they  dole  with  the  people  of  God  in  'love.     Nor  do  I  think 
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fitpercUious  phariferSf  or  fuperflitious  bigots j  will  inwardly  and  heard- 
I7  zSc€t  the  iincere  and  fpiritual  fervants  of  Chrid  :  it  will  be  a  mer- 
cy that  they  cannot  affliB  whom  they  do  not  aferi  :  But  I  (faouU 
hope  that,  in  fuch  a  time  as  this,  all  that  love  the  Lord  Jefus  in  fin- 
cerity,  and  are  animated  by  the  fame  Spirit  of  grace  and  adoptioo^ 
ihould  now  every  where  depofe  their  wrath,  compofe  their  little 
difierences;  and  that  their  hearts  be  now  melted  in  the  fenfe  of 
thefe  great  and  common  falvations  into  more  love  and  unioD  tham 
ever.  Such  returns  as  thefe  will  be  pleaiing  to  the  Lord,  and  the 
only  methods  of  lengthening  out  England's  tranquillity*  And 
though  my  infirmities,  as  well  as  age,  cut  off  my  cxpeAations  of 
being  much  longer  ierviceable,  or  of  enjoying  long  the  mercies  God 
is  preparing  for  his  people ;  yet  I  ihould  account  it  an  extraordik 
nary  mercy  to  fee  thefe  beginnings  of  mercy  well  improved,  in  or- 
der to  tbofe  greater  and  better  ones.  Which  brings  me  to  the 
iafi  oUervation  which  next  comes  to  be  opened  and  appUed^ 
viz. 

Obfervation.  That  the  beginnings  of  mercy  and  deliverance  to  the 
churchy  are  convertible  into  fo  many  arguments  and  pleas  in  pray^  . 
ery  for  the perfeSlion  and  confummation  thereof. 

The  point  lies  dear  and  obvious  in  the  text :  To  open  it  let  ut 
confider, 

1.  What  the  mercies  were  which  are  here  called  the  begin- 
nings of  mercy  ? 

2.  What  the  greater  mercies  were,  he  expefted  beyond  Joiv 
dan  ? 

3.  How  the  former  ftrengthcn  faith  in  prayer  for  the  latter? 

4.  Why  the  completing  of  mercies  begun  is  fo  defirable  to 
the  faints  ? 

I.  What  thofe  mercies  were  which  are  here  called  the  begin- 
nings of  mercy  i  And  they  were  great  and  manifold  :  In  this  cata^ 
logue  are  to  be  placed  all  the^  mercies  they  had  received  for  forty 
years,  from  the  day  they  came  out  of  Egypt,  unto  this  great  deli- 
verance at  Edrei  inclufively. 

(i.)  God  began  to  (hew  his  great  power  in  their  wonderful  d^ 
liverance  out  of  Egypt  with  mighty  {ign?  and  an  out-ftrefched  arm. 
This  deliverance  from  Egypt  was  a  pattern  or  model  of  the  future 
deliverances  of  his  churches  in  New-Teilament  days.  Mic.  viL 
15.  «  According  to  the  days  of  thy  coming  out  of  the  land  of  E- 
"  gypt,  will  I  (hew  unto  him  marvellous  things."  Which  feem- 
cth  to  have  relation  to  the  time  of  the  reftitution,  and  faving  of 
all  Ifrael.  After  the  manner  of  Egypt  alfo  hath  God  begun  to 
fave  the  Gentile  churches  from  Rome,  which  is  fpiritually  called 
Egyptj  Rev.  xi.  8.     And  this  begun  deliverance  from  the  mjflicalf 
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h  greater  than  that  from  literal  Egypt  and  Co  much  greater^  by 
how  much  fpirinial  isondage  and  flavery  of  men's  fouls,  b  worfe 
than  that  on  their  bodies.  The  hand  of  God  was  evidently  feen 
in  that,  and  is  no  leis  admirable  in  this.  The  wonders  of  the  rf- 
formation  are,  like  thofe  in  Egypt,  wrought  out  by  the  mighty  hand 
and  power  of  God. 

(2.)  The  hand  and  power  of  God  was  feen  in  making  provifion 
for  them  in  all  their  wildernefs-ftraits  after  they  came  out  of 
Egypt.  There  were  no  tilled  fields  or  barns,  no  ftore-houfes  in 
the  wilderneis,  nor  fhops  to  fumifli  them  with  clothes  for  forty 
years  in  the  defert ;  yet  God  took  care  to  fuftain  them.  It  isfaid, 
Neh.  ix.  21.  <<  Forty  years  didft  thou  fuflain.them  in  the  wilder- 
^  V  ne(s,fo  that  they  lacked  nothing,  their  clothes  waxed  not  okl,and 
««  their  feet  fwelled  not."  And  certainly  it  would  fiatiiih  an  ad- 
ihirable  hidory  of  Providence,  if  the  infVances  of  God's  care  over 
his  poor,  fcattered,  perfecutcd  faints  were  colledted,  and  how  the 
Lord  hath  fuftained  them  from  the  beginning  of  the  reformation, 
though  none  were  fufiered  to  buy  or  fell,  that  received  not  the 
mark  of  the  beaft  in  their  foreheads,  or  right-hand,  Rev.  xiii.  !?• 
Their  enemies  would  have  f^arved  them,  but  their  God  hath  won- 
derfully provided  for  them. 

(3.)  The  Lord  fruitrated  all  the  plots  of  their  enemies  to  defht>y 
them,  and  there  was  no  enchantment  againft  Jacob,  nor  divination 
againft  Ifracl :  "  Remember,  O  my  people  (faith  God)  what  Ba- 
«  lak,  king  of  Moab  confulted,  and  what  Balaam  the  fon  of  Beor 
«<  anfwcred  him  from  Shittim  unto  Gilgal ;  that  ye  may  know  the 
«*  righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord."  They  built  many  altars^  and  offer- 
ed many  faicrifices  ;  what  would  they  not  have  done  to  have  gotten 
but  a  word  or  two  out  of  God's  mouth  againft  his  people  ?  But 
their  God  was  true  and  faithful  to  them,  and  would  not  hearken 
'  to  Balaam's  infinuations  againft  them.  There  have  been  plots  up- 
on plots  to  deftroy  the  begun  reformation.  Rom^  and  hell  have 
confulted  our  deftru^iion,  as  they  did  theirs,  but  to  no  purpofe. 

(4.)  The  Lord  difcomfited  and  defeated  the  open  force,  as  well 
as  the  great  treachery  of  their  enemies,  and  no  weapon  formed 
.  againft  them  ever  prospered.  The  kings,  feveral  kings,  by  whofe 
lands  they  travelled  towards  Canaan,  fell  upon  them  in  their  way, 
but  ftill  to  their  own  coft,  they  forfeited  their  lives  and  lands  by 
their  quarrel  with  lirael.  And  now  the  laft  of  thofe  kings  and 
kingdoms  that  oppofed  their  paflage  is  fallen  into  the  hands  of  If- 
tztX :  Thefe  were  the  mercies  wherein  God  had  begun  to  (hew  his 
greatnefs  to  Mofes  and  his  people }  and,  after  the  manner  of  Egypt, 
unto^s  alio. 

2.  But  what  were  the  greater  mercies  he  expefted  beyond  Jor- 
dan, which  he  fo  Vehemently  deiires  to  fee,  and  in  compariibn 
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wherewith  he  ftiles  all  thefc  great  things  but  the  beginniiij^  of 
mercy?  Certainly  Mofes  expcfted  better  things  than  the(e,  as 
great  and  glorious  as  they  Were  :  And  thefe  were, 

(i.)  The  full  and  free  enjoyment  of  all  God's  ordinances,  which 
the  people  had  not  enjoyed  for  forty  years  before.  All  that  were 
born  by  the  way  were  not  circumcifed,  Jofh.  v.  5.  and  for  the 
pafwer  We  find  but  three  of  them  celebrated  all  that  fpace,  the 
£ril  in  Egypt,  Exod.  xii.  the  fecond  at  Mount  Sinai,  Numb,  ix, 
the  third  at  Gilgal  in  Jo&ua^s  time,  Jofh.  v.  10.  and  as  for  their 
other  facrifidcs  and  offerings  appointed  by  the  Lord,  they  were 
either  omitted,  or  very  diforderiy  performed,  which,  becaufc  of 
their  many  troubles,  and  frequent  removes,  they  could  not  enjoy : 
and  when  they  did^  they  were  not  performed  as  he  reqtiired,  which 
the  Lord  fmartly  I'ebuked  them  for,  Amos  v.  25.  "  Have  ye  offer- 
♦*  cd  unto  nle  facrifices  and  offerings  in  the  wildemefs  forty  years, 
**  0  hoafe  of  Ifracl  ?'*  No,  they  had  not,  at  leaft  not  in  the  due 
order  as  God  required.  But  wheti  they  fliould  arriv^  to  a  fettled 
condition  in  Canaan,  then  the  ordinances  of  God  fliotild  be  more 
^equently  enjoyed,  and  that  after  the  diie  order,  for  fo  Mofes  had 
told  them,  Deut.  xii.  8,  9.  <<  Ye  (hall  not  do  after  all  the  things 
'*  that  we  do  here  this  day,  every  man  whatfoever  is  right  in  his 
••  own  eyes  j  for  ye  are  not  as  yet  come  to  the  reft,  and  to  the 
**  inheritance  which  the  Lord  your  God  giveth  you."  When  they 
ihould  be  fettled  in  Canaan,  and  the  ark  find  reft,  Mofes  knew 
that  all  things  fhould  then  be  l-educed  to  the  rule  and  pattern  God 
had  given  them. .  And  truly  nothing  is  more  beautiful,  more 
defirable  in  the  eyes  of  the  faints.  For  fo  much  of  God's  order  as 
is  found  in  his  worfhip,  fo  much  of  his  prefence  and  blefling  may 
be  expected,  and  no  more.  And  as  he  expeAed  more  purity  in* 
ordinances,  fb, 

(2.)  Refl  and  peace  were  expefted  in  Canaan,  mercies  the  people 
had  long  wanted.  The  ark  had  been  ambulatory  a  long  time,  re- 
moving now  here,  now  there :  but  in  the  temple  it  was  to  find 
reft.  Therefore  you  read  in  PfaL  cxxxii.  8*  the  temple  called  the 
place  of  reft :  ♦<  Arifc,  O  Lord,  into  thy  reft,  thou  and  the  ark  of 
*'  thy  fbength,"  becaufe  there  it  was  to  have  a  fixed  abode.  And 
as  the  ark  was  there  to  find  a  place  of  reft,  fo  the  people  alfo,  who 
inftead  oi tents ^  fhould  now  be  placed  in  towns  and  cities. 

(3.)  But  efpecially  that  which  Mofes  defired  to  fee  in  Canaan, 
was  the  fulBUing  and  accomplifbment  of  the  promifcs  of  God  made 
to  the  patriarchs y  in  the  faith  and  comfort  whereof  they  lived  and 
died.  Thb  privilege  Jofhua  enjoyed,  chap,  xxiii.  14.  «« Not  one 
'*  thing  hath  failed,  all  are  come  to  pafs."  O  what  a  lovely  and 
defirable  fight  was  this  ? 

Vol.-  IV .  T  t 
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Bat  m  thefe  latter  daysj  we,  for  whom  better  tbmp  ^re  pro- 
Tided,  look  for  greater  mercies  than  Mofes  and  the  people  couU 
cxpeA  in  Canaan.     For  we,  according  to  the  promifes,  exped, 

(i.)  An  abundant  increafe  of  the  church,  both  extenBveh^  in 
the  number  of  converts  ;  and  tntenftvfly^  in  tbe  power  ol  religion. 
The  bftft  minifters  every  where  complain  with  the  prophet,  that 
they  labour  in  t^,  and  fpend  their  (Irength  for  nought,  v.  They 
now  and  then,  at  beft,  hear  but  of  a  (ingle  ibul  wrought  upon : 
but  the  time  will  come,  when  they  (ball  not  fiih  with  angle-rods, 
hut  fpread  out  their  nets,  and  inclofe  multitudes,  according  to  that 
glorious  promife,  Ezek.  xlvii.  i  o.  And  as  to  the  intenfive  incjrafe 
of  the  church  in  the  fpirit,  and  power  of  godlinefs*  we  expect  to 
fee  a  generation  of  mort  fpiritual,  aftive,  and  lively  Chriftians  to 
fpring  up,  fucb  ^  ftiall  far  excel  thofe  of  this  drowfy,  lukewarm 
generation,  according  to  that  promife,  Ifa.  Ix.  at.  « Thy  people 
**  alfo  (hail  be  all  righteous." 

(a.)  Greater  peace  andquietneft,  from  perfecuting  enemies,  b 
yet  to  be  expeAed.  The  poor  cbiu*ch  hath  been  affij£led,  and 
tofied  with  tempefts  ^  perfecutors  have  broken  in,  ever  and  anon, 
upon  it,  and  made  havock  of  it ;  a  tender  confcience  hath  caft 
men  upon  great  difficulties  to  preferve  it  ;  but  the  days  are  coming, 
when  God  will  give  his  church  reft,  either  by  the  converfion  or 
reftratnt  <^  all  its  enemies  -»  The  ^olfjball  lie  dovm  with  the  lamh. 
Antipathies  ihall  be  depofed,  Ifa.  xi.  6.  not  a  pricking  briar,  or 
grieving  thorn,  that  flball  not  be  rooted  up,  Ezek.  xxviii.  24. 
Surely  this  is  a  fweet,  and  deiirable  mercy  to  tbe  weary  faints  j  and 
yet  a  far  fweeter  mercy  than  that  is  to  be  expelled,  viz. 

(3.)  The  pouring  out  of  the  Spirit  of  unity  on  the  people  of  God, 
to  confolidate,  and  fbrengthen  the  poor  dilacerated  church.  For 
tbe  divifions  of  Reuben  there  have  been  great  thoughts  of  heart ; 
bur  divifions  have  darkened  the  luftre  of  religion,  imbittered,  and 
fpoiled  tbe  communion  of  faints,  prejudiced  the  world,  and  ob- 
fVrud\ed  converfion.  But  God  wiU  melt  the  hearts  of  the  faints 
into  one,  Jer.  xxxii.  39.  they  fliaU  have  one  heart,  and  one  way, 
and  ferve  the  Lord  with  one  confent.  Then  ihall  religion  (bine  in 
its  native  glory.  One  reafon  of  our  juf^lings  one  againft  another, 
hath  been  the  darknefs  that  hath  been  upon  us  all ;  but  thb  darkneft 
(hall  break  up.     For, 

(4.)  We  expe£t  a  more  fpiritual,  and  excellent  miniftry  than  the 
church  for  many  years  hath  enjoyed,  Jer.  iii.  15.  "  i  will  g^veyou 
**  pailors  according  to  mine  heart,  which  fihall  feed  you  with 
**  knowledge,  and  under ftanding.''^  It  is  a  fore  plague,  and 
judgment  upon  the  world,  when  men  fliall  be  (et  over  the  people, 
that  are  ignorant  of  regeneration,  (Grangers  and  enemies  to  pra^cal 
huhnefs,  men  that  break  their  profane  jefb  upon  the  very  Spirit  of 
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fnjer ;  but  thefe  uaclcan  fpirits  ihall  pafs  out  of  the  land^  Zech. 
juii.  2*  O  what  a  good  riddance  will  this  be !  when  God  Ihall  fet 
tip,  in  their  room,  laborious,  faithfid  and  godl^  minifters,  full  of 
experimental  knowledge  of  Chrift  i  watchmen  that  (hall  fee  eye  to 
tyCf  as  he  fpeaks>  Ifa.  hi.  8.  Then  (hall  we  fee  another  moft 
deiirabk  and  ineftimable  mercy  performed  to  the  churchy  beyond 
all  it  hath  ei^oyed  fince  the  primitive  days }  namely, 

(5.)  The.  purity  of  ordinances,  and  officers,  in  the  church,  the 
whole  worfhip,  and  mconomy  of  rhe  church  meafured  by  the 
firipture-reed^  according  to  Rev.  xi.  i,  2.  and  Ezek.  xliii.'  1 1.  all 
reduced  to  the  pure,  primitive  rule  and  ftandard,  which  will  di& 
cover  and  correA  the  oblique  and  corruptive  fuper-additions  of 
men  \  things  under  which  men  of  tender  confcicnces,  and  fuch  as 
tremble  at  the  word,  in  all  ages  have  groaned.  And  then  will  the 
ordinanses  of  God  Ihine  forth  in  their  beauty,  and  be  mighty  in 
power  and  efficacy ;  efpectally  when, 

(6.)  There  ihall  be  a  more  eminent  prefence  of  God  among  his 
people  ;  for  (b  it  is  promifed,  Ezek.  jilviii.  ult.  And  the  name  of 
tie  city  (viz.  the  meafured  regulated  church)  from  that  dayjbcdl  be^ 
Tie  Lord  is  there.  This  is  the  true  glory  of  the  church,  this  makes 
th^  new  heavens,  and  the  new  earth,  which  according  to  his 
promife,  we  look  for,  and  the  great  and  marvellous  things  our 
eyes  behold  this  day  are  the  beginnings  and  introdu£Uon  to  it : 
Which  brings  us  to  the  third  general  head,  namely, 

(3.)  What  influence  thcfe  begun  works  of  God  have  to 
fircngthen  and  encourage  our  fouls  in  prayer  for  thefe  greater, 
and  more  perfect  mercies :  And  this  they  do  upon  a  three-fold 
account. 

(i.)  As  thefe  begun  introdudive  works  of  mercy  ai'e  indications 
and  figns  that  the  time  of  mercy,  even  the  fet  time,  b  come. 

There  is  an  appoint ed»  or  fet  time  for  the  church's  deliverance 
now,  as  well  as  for  theirs  out  of  Egypt;  that  was  called  <<  the  time 
«  of  the  promife,"  Afts  vii.  1 7.  Deliverance  can  neither  come 
before  it^  nor  will  it  linger  when  that  time  is  fully  come.  Pro- 
mifes,  like  a  pregnant  woman,  have  their  appointed  months.  Hah. 
ii.  3.  their  fet  and  appointed  time,  Pfal.  cii  13.  Now,  when  we 
behold  fuch  things  done,  and  doing  in  the  world,  as.  are  at  this 
day  before  our  eyes;  we  may  rationally  conclude  the  time  of  mer- 
cy, even  the  fet  time  is  near ;  as  our  Saviour  (peaks.  Mat.  xxiv. 
32»  33*  ^*  Learn  a  parable  of  the  fig-tree  ;  when  his  branch  is  yet 
<^  tender,  and  putteth  forth  leaves,  ye  know  that  fummer  is  nigh : 
*^  fo  likewife  ye,  when  ye  (hall  fee  all  thefe  things,  know  that  it 
"  i^  near,  even  at  the  doors.** 

Now,  it  is  a  iingular  encouragement  in  prayer,  when  we  know, 
or  can  but  probably  coxije£hire  that  the  time  is  near  for  the  accom- 
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pUfhment  and  performance  of  thqfe  very  promifed  mercies  weprar 
for;  as  we  fee  in  Dan.  ix.  2|  3.  when  Daniel  underflood,  by 
fearching  and  ftudying  the  facred  records^  fuch  prophecies  as  that, 
Jer.  XXV.  II,  12.  that  the  time  fore-fct  was  near  at  an  end,  then 
he  fet  himfelf  with  extraordinary  fervency  to  prayer.  And  do  not 
the  generality  of  learned  and  good  men  agree,  that  the  fet  time 
'  for  Rome's  deftruftion  is  now  near,  even  at  the  door  ?  It  is  near 
1 260  years  fince  Chrifl  turned  up  her  glafs,  and  you  fee  this  day 
ajl  things  working  towards  the  accompliflimefit  of  the  written 
word.  This  cannot  but  be  a  ftrong  encouragement  to  feek  God 
by  prayer  for  the  full  accompli  ftimenr  of  what  is  fo  near  us. 

(2.)  God  hath  ordered  the  deliverances  and  mercies  of  his  church 
to  be  birthed  out  by  the  cries  and  prayers  of  his  people*  When, 
therefore,,  mercies  are  come  to  the  birth,  it  is  a  fpecial  feafon,  and 
fingular  encouragement  to  payer*  Ezek.  xxxvi.  36,  37.  *<  Idie 
M  Lord  plant  that  that  was  defl^oyed,  I  have  fpoken  it,  and  I  vrill 
«  do  it :  Thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Yet  for  this  will  1  be  en<|uired 
•«  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  to  do  it  for  them.*'  So  again,  in  Jer. 
xxix.  II,  12.  *^\  know  the  thoughts  that  I  think  towards  you, 
"  faith  the  Lord,  thoughts  of  peace,  and  not  of  evil ;  to  give  you 
**  an  expected  end.  Then  fliall  ye  call  upon  me,  and  ye  (hall 
<<  go  and  pray  unto  me  ;  and  I  will  hearken  unto  you."  In  both 
thefe  places,  you  fee  God  will  have  prayer  to  affift  the  birth  of  mer- 
cy ;  and  never  is  any  mercy  fo  fweet,  as  when  prayer  comes  be- 
twixt our  dangers  and  deliverances,  bur  wants  and  fupplies.  Hence 
it  was  that  Hezekiah  fent  that  feafonable  meilage  to  the  prophet 
Ifaiah,  2  Kings  xix.  3.  «  Lift  up  a  cry  for  the  remnant  that  is  left, 
«<  for  the  children  are  come  to  the  birth,  and  there  is  no  ftrength 
««  to  bring  forth."  If  ever  men  will  ftrive  with  God  to  purpofe  in 
prayer,  it  is  when  they  perceive  the  greateft  mercies  arc  at  the 
birth,  and  prayer  is  the  midwife  to  bring  it  forth; 

(3.)  When  God  hath  begun  a  work  of  mercy,  it  gives  fingular 
encouragement  to  prayer,  hecaufe  that  time  is  the  time  of  finding 
a  proper  and  acceptable  feafon  ;  as  it  is  Pfal.  xxxii*  6,  ••  For  this 
"  ihall  every  one  that  is  godly  pray  unto  thee,  in  a  time  when  thou 
•«  mayeft  be  found  j"  or  in  a  time  of  finding.  Courtier s^  who  have 
great  rcquefts  to  make  to  kings,  do  carefully  obferve  their  moiiffimii 
fandi  tempora^  as  they  call  them  \  their  convenient  feaibns  when 
they  find  the  king  mpft  propenfe,  and  inclinable  to  aAs  of  grace. 
That  which  is  in  motion,  is  the  more  eafily  moved.  God  is  now 
In  the  way  of  mercy,  his  goodnefs  is  moving  fpontaneouily  towards 
us ;  and  if  ever  prayer  be  like  to  fpeed  and  prevail,  now  is  the 
time.     And  in  the  la(l  place,  • 

(4.) 'Manifold  and  weighty  are  the  reafons  and  motives,  that 
fhould  fully  engage  the  moft  fervent  delires  and  prayers  of  all  the 
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faints,  to  fee  the  fall  deliverance  of  Zion;  and  to  pafs  over  Jordan 
to  behold  that  goodly  mountaini  and  Lebanon,  I  mean  thofe  fix 
glorious  mercies  and  privileges  before-mentioned. 

Firfi,  The  faints'  bvc  to  Chrift  makes  it  above  meafure  defire- 
able  to  them ;  nothing  is  more  dear  and  precious  to  a  Chnftian,  than 
the  glory  and  interell  of  Chrift  j  and  anfvrerable  to  the  ftrength 
of  their  love,  is  the  fervour  of  their  dedres.  It  is  faid,  Pfal.  cii, 
16.  <'  When  the  I^rd  (hall  build  up  Zion,  he  (hall  appear  in  his 
«  glory." 

Whiift  the  church  groans  under  Anticlwft,  the  glory  of  Jefus 
Chrift  is  darkened  and  much  eclipfed  in  the  world, '  It  hath 
been  the  chief  part  of  the  faints  fufferings,  to  fee  his  ordinances 
poUatedy  and  the  rights  of  heaven  invaded  by  the  ufurpations  of 
men;  this  is.  it  that  hath  coft  them  more  forrow  of  heart,  than 
their  perfonal  fufferings  have  done.  But  to  fee  the  accompli(h« 
ment  of  that  prophecy,  Rev.  x!.  19.  what  will  it  be  but  as  life  from 
the  dead  ?  <«  And  the  temple  of  God  was  opened  in  heaven,  and 
«  there  was  fcen  in  his  temple  the  ark  of  his  teftament,"  &c.  As 
it  was  an  exceeding  joy  to  the  godly  in  Ifraelj  when  good  Jofiah 
came  to  the  crown,  to  fee  the  temple  opened,  which  had  been 
negleded  in  the  days  of  his  predeceiTors,  ManaflTeh  and  Ammon^ 
in  whofe  reigns  the  book  of  the  law  had  lain  in  the  rubbi(h,  bat 
now  the  worlhip  of  God  was  reftored  ;  fo  it  cannot  but  ravifh  a 
gracioos  heart  with  fingular  delight  and  joy,  to  fee  the  pure,  pri- 
mitive worihip  of  God  reftored  to  its  fir  ft  purity  and  glory.  And 
the  more  any  man  is  fanc^ified,  the  more  he  is  inflamed  with  de* 
fires  after  it,  becaqfe  the  glory  of  Chrift  is  fo  much  intcrefted  and 
concerned  therein. 

SfcomUy,  Their  love  tO  the  churchy  of  which  they  are  members^ 
makes  this  greatly  defirable.  Mofes  was  a  man  who  excelled  in 
love  10  the  church,  witnefs  that  tranfcendent  rapture  of  his,  £xod« 
xxxii.  32.  but  though  he  be  fcarcely  imitable  therein,  yet  every 
real  Chrtftian  doth,  in  his  right  frame,  prefer  Jerufalem  to  bis 
chief  joy,  PfaL  cxxxvii.  5,  6.  and,  accordingly,  their  love  to 
Zion  is  evidenced  in  their  prayers  for,  and  defires  of  its  profperity, 
Ifa.  Ixii.  I.  <«  For  Zion's  fake  will  I  not  hold  my  peace,  and  for  Je- 
"  rufalem's  fake  I  will  not  reft  until  the  rightcoufnefs  thereof  go 
"  forth  as  brightnefs,  and  the  falvation  thereof  as  a  lamp  that 
"  bumeth."  So  ngain,  Pfal.  cxxii.  '8.  <»  For  my  brethren,  my 
"  companions'  fake,  f  will  now  fay,  Peace  be  wichiri  thee."  For 
when  the  church  (hall  be  delivered  frt^m  the  Antichriftian  yoke, 
and  fettled  in  peace  and  purity,  great  will  its  increafe  be.  Her 
children  fliall  fay  again  in  l^er  ears,  the  place  is  too  ftrait,  give 
nwm  that  we  may  dwell.  »Snc  will  look  forth  as  the  niorning  and 
her  glory  be  frclhm  her,-  . 
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Thirdly^  The  pity  and  compaffion  the  faints  have  for  the  poor, 
miferable,  perifhing  world,  cannot  but  make  this  a  defiraUe  tbing 
in  their  eyes.  For  whilfl  the  gofpel  is  refbained  in  its  fall  libertj, 
or  the  ordinances  corrupted  by  the  mature  of  human  inventions 
and  traditions ;  it  is  not  to  be  expeAed  that  the  church  ihoald 
be  much  enlarged  by  an  addition  of  converts. 

The  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jcfus  is  for  the  prefent  confined  withia 
ftrait  and  narrow  limits,  and  it  is  juft  matter  of  forrow  to  confider 
how  fmall  a  part  of  the  habitable  world  is  in  fubjeftion  to  him : 
So  many  millions  bowing  down  to  idols,  the  dark  places  of  the 
earth  are  full  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty,  Pfal.  Ixxiv.  to.  The 
fight  of  precious  fouls  periihing  for  want  of  the  word,  made  the 
bowels  of  the  compaiBonate  Redeemer  to  yearn  within  him,  Matth. 
ix.  36.  and  the  fame  confideration  and  occafion  cannot  but  afie^l 
and  melt  every  foul  in  which  is  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  :  proportionably 
to  the  compaffions  men  have  for  the  miferies  of  the  periling  world, 
will  their  defircs  be  for  the  enlarging  and  perfeding  of  the  gofpel- 
privilcges  and  mercies. 

Fourthly^  Love  to  ourfeives  will  make  us  long  for  iiich  a  fight 
as  this ;  for  what  is  there  in  this  world  more  pleafant  to  a  Chrif- 
tian  than  to  fee  Chrift  walking  amidft  the  golden  candlefticks  ? 
The  peaceful  and  fweet  enjoyment  of  God  in  his  pure  ordinances, 
Pfal.  xxvii.  4.  "  One  thing  have  I  defired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I 
«  leek  after,  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  all  the  days 
«  of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  enquire  in 
•«  his  temple."  This  was  David's  hoc  unicum,  on^  thing  above  all 
other  things  in  this  world  in  his  eye,  and  fo  it  is  to  all  that  fee 
things  with  fuch  an  eye  as  David  had;  and  next  to  that  is  the 
fweet  and  comfortable  communion  of  faints  with  one  heart  and 
mouth  glorifying  God,  and  ferving  him  with  one  confent.  Thcfe 
are  the  things  which  make  it  worth  while  to  live  on  earth  ;  the 
pleafure  of  life  doth  confift  in  them.  Now  all  theft  defh-able 
things  cannot  be  enjoyed  in  any  eminent  degree  on  this  fide  Jor- 
dan, I  mean  till  the  great  promifes  now  near  their  birth  beaccom- 
pliOied. 

U/el. 

The  point  before  us  frowns  upon,  and  feverely  reprehends  two 
forts  of  perfons,  viz. 

1.  Wicked. 

2.  The  godly. 

( I.)  It  adrainifters juft  reprehenfion  to  wicked  men,  who,  inftead 
of  thankful  acknowledgments  of  the  beginnings  of  mercies,  and 
improving  them  in  prayer  for  the  obtaining  of  greater,  do  inward- 
ly repine  and  fret  at  the  work  of  mercy  beguni  and  are  afraid  of 
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aothmg  mare  than  a  full  and  complete  reformation.  Are  tber« 
not  fudi  wretched  creatures  to  he  found  this  day  in  England^  that 
would  be  better  pleafed  to  be  at  their  old  perfecuting  work  again, 
and  fee  good  men  deftroyed,  than  to  enjoy  a  due  liberty  to  wor« 
ihip  God  according  to  the  dilates  of  their  confciences,  after  they 
have  ferioufly  ftudied  and  prayed  for  reformation  ?  Some  there 
are  who  call  themfelves  Proieftants^  but  (blufh  O  heavens  at  this, 
and  be  aftoni(hed)  they,  have  not  been  amamed  to  (ayi  rather  p$* 
pery  than  pre/bytery :  And*Haman  like,  take  no  comfort  in  their 
own  liberty,  becaufe  thofe  they  hate  enjoy  theirs. 

Thus  it  was  with  the  ungodly  tnurmurers  in  Ifrael,  when  God 
had  brought  them- Out  of  Egypt  with  figns  and  wonders,  and  a 
mighty  hand;  yet,  their  lulis  being  crofied,  they  would  needs 
m^e  them  a  captain^  and  return  back  to  Egypt,  Numb.  xiv.  4« 
What  madnefs  was  here  ?  Could  they  think  Crod  would  divide  the 
red-fea  for  them  in  their  return  to  Egypt  as  he  did  at  their  depar- 
ture thence  ?  Or  that  they  fhould  find  fuch  welcome  in  Egypt, 
which  they  had  deferted,  difobliged,  and  brought  fo  much  ruiA 
upon  ?  What  ftupendous  madnefs  was  here ! 

(a.)  It  juHrly  rebukes  the  dead-hearteddefs  and  Ingratitude  of 
good  men,  among  many  of  whom  is  neither  found  that  fervency  of 
prayer,  nor  fenfe  of  pr^fent  mercies  which  God  expe£b,  and  the 
preient  difpenfations  of  his  providences  call  for. 

How  inexcufeable  at  this  time  is  a  flat,  di(couraged;and  dull  fpi- 
rit  in  prayer  ?  To  be  found  under  fuch  a  temper  as  this,  when  the 
morning  of  fo  glorious  a  day  is  fprung  up,  and  opened  upon  us, 
and  fuch  encouragements  to  enliven  faith  and  hope  are  before  oiur 
eyes,  this  is  fad.  The  faints  that  are  gone  to  heaven  under  the  late 
and  former  troubles,  were  mighty  wreitlers  with  God  in  prayer : 
They  £ifted  and  wept  *,  they  pleaded  our  caufe  heartily  with  God} 
wept  and  made  fupplication  for  the  mercies  we  now  enjoy,  though 
it  was  not  their  lot  to  fee  them  :  And  Ihall  we  that  are  entered  in* 
to  the  fruits  and  mercies  they  prayed  for,  and  are  under  fuch  fig- 
nal  encouragements,  be  now  remifs  and  cold  ? 

Or  Ihall  we  ungratefully  overlook  the  beginnings  of  mercy  as 
fmall  and  inconfiderable  things  ?  Shall  we  fay,  all  this  is  nothing, 
becaufe  we  have  not  yet  all  that  we  would  have  ?  God  forbid  i 
When  Ifrael  was  in  Egypt,  then  a  little  draw  would  have  been 
efteemed  as  a  great  mercy  \  but  afterwards  quails  and  manna  were 
deipifed  and  flighted.  Brethren,  three  or  four  years  ago,  you 
would  have  accounted  it  a  fpecial  mercy  to  have  enjoyed  an  hour 
or  two  together  in  prayer,  or  to  have  had  a  little  fpirituai  bread 
handed  to  you  behind  your  enemies  backs :  and  is  it  nothing  in 
your  eyes  this  day  to  heboid  the  worlbip  of  God  at  liberty  ?  Yea, 
to  fee  the  luccefs  of  the  gofpel  in  the  bringing  home  of  many  fouls 
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to  Chrift,  thd  fears  of  Popery  v^ni(hed^  the  <yitncf!es  rilcfl,  the 
tenth  part  of  the  city  fallen^  and  fuch  a  profpeft  of  far  greater  and 
xnore  glorious  things  before  your  eyes  ?  O  let  not  the  coafolations 
of  the  Almighty  feem  foiall  ! 

If  wicked  men  envy  and  grudge  at  our  mercies,  and  we  ourfelves 
undervalue  and  flight  them,  then  is  there  a  grievous  provocation 
given  to  the  Lord  to  turn  his  hand,  and  bring  all  our  former  ml- 
fcries  back  again  upon  us. 

.     t^  IL   .   • 

Hath  God  brought  us  by  a  mighty  hand  out  of  fpiritoal  Egypt 
by  the  reformation,  and  hath  now  led  us  fo  many  years  through 
the  wiklernefs  until  he  hath  brought  us  at  laft  almolt  in  light  of 
the  good  things  he  hath  promiftd  ?  Then  let  us  be  exhorted  to 
the  duties,  and  warned  of  the  dangers  of  our  prefent  A  ate. 

(i.)  Take  heed  of  provoking  God  in  the  way :  Mofes  did  fo,  and 
for  that  was  fhut  out  of  the  good  land.  Numb,  xx,  12,  his  heed** 
lefiheis  of  the  command  deprived  him  of  the  good  of  the  promifew 
Unbelief,  murmuring,  and  idolatry  ihut  out  many  thoufands  of 
them  that  came  out  of  £gypt,  and  for  thofe  fins  their  carcaflcs  fell 
in  the  wildernefs,  i  Cor.  x.  6,  7,  B,  9,  10.  And  thefe  are  our  ex-* 
amples,  not  for  imitation,  but  caution.  When/eamen  fall  along  the 
coafl:  where  abundance  of  wreck  is  floating,  they  fail  the  more 
warily.  You  are  not  yet  fb  fecure  and  fafe,  but  that  you  may  quick- 
ly fall  into  as  great  dangers  and  miferies  as  ever,  if  you  provoke  the 
Lord  in  the  way  of  mercies.  In  the  mifcarriage  of  others  we  may 
get  experience  at  a  cheap  rate.  After  great  deliverances,  the  great- 
el^  judgments  are  to  be  feared  if  God  be  provoked  by  the  abuie  of 
them.  So  Jofhua  tells  them,  Jo(hua  xxiv.  20.  "  He  will  turn 
<<  again  and  do  you  hurt  after  he  hath  done  yoii  goinl ;"  for  one 
mercy  can  never  be  pleaded  as  an  argument  to  obtain  another,  if 
it  be  abufed  and  trampled  under  feet.  So  Jofh.  xxiii,  15.  and 
Jude  12. 

(2.)  Be  not  difcouraged  if  you  (bould  meet  with  fbme  difficulties^ 
even  on  the  borders  of  the  land  of  promife.  After  all  their  wil- 
dernefs fh-aits,  deliverance  at  the  red-fea,  and  encounters  with  the 
neighbouring  kings, ,  there  vras  a  fwelling  Jordan  at  laft  betwixt 
them  and  the  place  of  reil  and  mercy ;  and  fo  it  may  fall  out  with 
us  :  But  let  not  our  faith  be  {daggered  ;  for  look,  as  the  ark  of  the 
co^Laant  flood  in  the  midil  of  Jordan,  to  fecure  the  tribes  in  their 
p;:'age  through  it,'Jolh.  ill.  8.  fo  doth  the  promife  (land  this  day 
in  the  midft  of  myftical  Jordan  ;  I  mean  the  dangers  and  troubles 
ot  thv-  church,  to  fecure  its  paflage  through  them  all.  Brethreo^ 
fo.'ovv  yc  the  Lord  in  the  way  of  duty,  and  you  fhall  afliiredly  find, 
that  Jordan  ihall  divide  when  you  come  to  it ;  aud  that  all  trou* 
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Ues,  ail  fears,  all  di'fEculties  do  owe  you  a  fafe  paflage  through 
them :  The  covenant,  yea,  Chrift,  the  Mediator  of  the  covenant^ 
fiands  in  the  midft  of  them  all  to  fecure  you. 

(3.)  Bleis  God  for  caftlrig  the  lot  of  your  nativity  upon  fuch  a 
happy  and  extraordinary  period  of  time  as  this  is.  Many  faints^ 
have  defired  to  fee  the  days  you  are  likely  to  fee  in  a  little  time» 
and  have  not  feen  them.  The  whole  fpace  of  time,  from  the  firft 
to  the  fecond  coming  of  Chrift,  is  by  the  prophets  called  one  day^ 
Zech.  xiV.  7.  and  the  grefateft  part  of  this  long  day  very  doubtful 
and  changeable ;  neither  light,  nor  dark,  nor  day,  nor  night;  peace 
and  trouble,  truth  and  error  taking  all  along  their  alternate  courfes. 
But  at  evening*time  it  Jball  he  light.  And  as  the  greateil  darknefs 
is  a  little  btiovt  the  dawning  of  the  morning,  fo  here  the  blackeft 
and  gloomieft  part  of  the  whole  day  is  to  be  expeAed  before  this 
lightfome  glorious  evening :  fuch  tribulation,  immediately  before 
the  fall  and  ruin  of  Antichrift,  as  ages  paft  never  faw.  LaA^tius 
fpeaking  of  this  very  time,  fays,  <  That  a  little  before  It,  the  (tate 

*  of  human  affairs  mufl  neceflarily  be  changed,  and  all  things  grow 
'  worfe  and  worfe ;  fo  that  thefe  times  of  ours  (faith  he)  in  which 
'  biquity  is^own,  as  one  would  think,  to  the  height,  yet  in  comr 
'  panfon  with  thofe  days,  may  even  be  called  golden  times :  The 
<  godly  (hall  be  every  where  diftrefled  by  the  wicked,  they  (hall 
'  loun(h,  and  the  righteous  be  in  contempt  i  All  right  and  law  (hall 

*  perifh  and  be  confounded ;  no  man  (hall  poiTefs  any  thing  but 

*  what  is  ill  gotten,  or  valiantly  defended  j  there  (hall  be  no  faith- 

*  fulne(s  in  men )  no  peace,  humanity,  (hame,  or  truth  left :  Wars 
'  (hall  rage  every  where  ;  all  nations  fliall  be  in  arms ;  neighboiur- 
'  ing  cities  (hall  make  war  upon  each  other)  then  (hall  (laughters  be 

*  in  all  the  world,  mowing  down  all  like  an  harveft  \  of  which  con- 
'  fttfions  and  dedtrudion  this  (hall  be  the  caufe  :  I  tremble  to  fpeak 
'  it,  (but  it  muft  be  fpoken,  for  it  (hall  furely  come  to  pafs)  that 
'  the  Roman  name,  by  which  the  world  is  now  ruledj  (hall  be 
«  taken  away  from  the  earth.' 

Thefe  things,  in  themfelves,  are  exceeding  dreadful,  and  yet  I 
fay,  let  the  faints  rejoice  in  that  God  hath  caft  their  lot  upon  thefe 
times.     For, 

1.  Thefe  are  the  laft  troubles  the  church  is  like  to  feel  from  the 
hands  of  that  enemy  j  and  there  is  much  comfort  in  that.  God 
never  ezercifed  (b  great  patience  and  long>fuffering  towards  any 
enemy  of  his  church  as  he  hath  towards  this*  But  the  day  is  come 
to  avenge  the  blood  of  the  faints  upon  Babylon,  and  deftruftions 
are  come,  even  come  to  a  perpetual  end. 

2.  The  Lord  will  take  care  of  his  people  in  all  thefe  calamities 
and  national  confufions  :  They  (hall  be  refervec}  as  a  feed  to  con- 
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ti&ue  and  enlarge  the  church,  which  is  to  be  the  fiibjeft  o£  aB  the 
promifed  liberty  and  glory. 

(4.)  Labour  to  get  fuitable  frames  of  ipirit  to  thofe  good  times 
you  expeft.  Carnal  hearts  will  not  fuit  them,  or  find  any  pleafiire 
in  them.  We  look,  according  to  the  promife,  for  new  heavens 
and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelieth  righteoufneis ;  and  fedng  we 
look  f(V  fuch  things,  O  what  manner  of  perfons  ought  we  to  be  ( 
a  Pet.  iii.  II.  You  that  are  parents,  how  are  you  concerned  not 
only  for  yourfelves,  but  for  the  religious  education  of  your  chtlr 
dren  :  If  you  live  not  to  fee  thofe^good  days,  in  all  probaUlity  they 
will ;  the  hopes  of  the  next  generation  depends  jnuch  upon  your 
religious  and  zealous  care  and  diligence.  Never  were  children 
ham  in  a  Qiore  happy  and  encouraging  time  than  yours  is. 

And  for  you  young  ones,  I  would  leave  one  word  of  counfel  this 
day.  Get  principles  of  grace  implanted  in  your  hearts  berime :  For 
the  days  are  coming  in  which  the  world  will  be  no  place  of  pleafure 
for  profane  and  carnal  perfons.  As  ferious  piety  hath  been  hifled  at, 
and  ridiculed  in  thefe  late  debauched  times,  fo  will  pro&nenefs  in 
foture  times.  "  Holinefs  to  the  Lord  fhall  be  upon  the  bells  of  the 
<<  horfes,"  Zech.  xiv.  ao.  that  is,  hu/bandmen  (hall  have  their  hearts 
in  heaven,  whilft  their  hands  are  on  the  plow.  Merd^ants  aad  ^ 
fiamen  fhall  drive  a  trade  for  heaven  as  well  as  earth,  I&.  xxiii* ' 
1 8.  Ifa.  Is.  5.  If  you  be  profane  and  ungodly  you  fhall  at  once  be 
the  contempt  of  heaven  and  earth. 

(5.)  Laftly,  Blefs  God  for  thofe  inflruments  by  which  yon  are 
brought  out  of  fpirituai  Egypt  to  the  borders  of  Canaan. 

You  muft  not  afcribe  more  to  inftruments  than  is  due  to  them, 
nor  lean  and  depend  too  much  on  them*  Many  benumb  their  own 
arms  by  leaning  on  them.  But  on  the  other  fide,  beware  of  ingra- 
titude to  the  inflruments  by  which  God  works  out  your  delnrer- 
ancQs,  and  conveys  to  you  fuch  excellent  mercies.  Some  know  no 
qther  way  of  expreffing  their  joy  but  by  drunken  healths  and 
itizzasy  a  facrifice  fuitable  enough  to  Bacchus,  but  fuch  as  God  ab- 
hors, and  his  vicegerent  will  not  thank  you  fbr.  There  are  other 
ways  of  expreiEng  your  joy  in  the  mercy  which  will  be  highly  ac- 
ceptable both  to  God  and  the  king  *,  viz. 

(i.)  Pray  for  your  rulers,  that  God  would  make  kings  to  be 
~  nuriing  fathers,  and  queens  nurfing  mothers  to  the  church,  accord- 
ing to  that  promife,  Ifa.  xlix.  23.  That  he  would  prdcrvc  and  fe^ 
cure  the  hearK  of  the  king  by  his  wifdom  and  fear,  firom  thofe  dan- 
gerous temptations  and  fnarcs  that  furround  the  throne :  '« That 
«  he  may  be  jud,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  fo  be  as  the  light 
**  of  the  morning  when  the  fun  rifeth,"even  a  tnorning  without 
<«  clouds  }  as  the  tender  grafs  fpringing  out  of  the  earth  bj  clear 
«  fhining  after  rain^"  2  Sam.  xxiii.  3,  4.    That  the  zeal  of  God 
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SDXf  enflame  his  (bul,  and  that  he  may  be  a  fecond  Hezekiah  in 
reftoring  and  reforming  tl^e  worihip  of  God :  That  God  would 
lengthen  the  days  of  his  life  upon  the  throne  for  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  his  church.  In  this  you  will  anfwer  the  great  things  God 
hath  done  for  you  and  his  church  at  this  time. 

(2.)  Be  loyaly  peaceable^  and  obedient  fubjeAs.  Convince  the 
world  that  religion  breeds  the  beft  fubjcAs :  «  Render  to  Cae- 
<<  far  the  things  that  are  Casfar's,  and  to  God  the  things  that  are 
«(  God'Si"  Mark  xii.  1 7*  Where  you  enjoy  proteAion^  you  owe 
allegiance.  Be  not  murmurers^  as  the  ungrateful  liraelites  were^ 
I  Cor.  X.  10.  Under Aand  and  value  the  mercies  you  enjoy  under 
the  government^  and  blefs  God  for  them ;  left  he  teach  you  by  fad 
experience  the  difference  betwixt  his  fervice  and  the  fervice  of  the 
kingdoms  of  the  countries,  as  he  did  them,  a  Chron.  xiL  8.  B^ 
ware  you  exchange  not  the  golden  yoke  of  Chrift  for  the  iron  yoke 
(Oi  Antichri/f. 

(3.)  Take  heed  to  order  your  converfation  arisht ;  let  not  your 
irreligious  lives  make  the  fblenm  religious  duties  of  this  day  to 
blufli,  ^<  Wholb  ofiereth  praife,  glorifieth  me^  and  to  him  that 
**  ordereth  his  converfation  aright  will  I  (hew  the  falvation  of 
^'  God,'*  Pfal.  L  idt.  And  thus  your  prefent  mercies,  how  great 
zad  glcgriotis  fbever  they  be  in  themfelves,(hall  be  but  sb  the  dawning 
light  of  a  much  more  clorious  day  fpringmg  up  upon  thefe  nations^ 
and  all  the  churches  of  Chrift,  after  fo  long  and  gloomy  a  night  of 
affli£tions  and  forrows ;  which  the  Father  bf  mercies  grants  for  the 
&ke  of  Jefus  Chrift.    Atmn, 
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Divine  Condudi: 

0K«  THE 

MYSTERY  OF  PROVIDENCE, 

Opened  in  ^  Trkatisk  upon  Piai^  ivii*  % 
THE  EPISTLE  DEDICATORY. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  William,  Duke  of  Bedfiwd,  Lord 
RussEL  of  Thomehaugh,  and  Knight  of  the  Moft  Noble  Or- 
der of  th^  Garter, 

My  LorDj 

IT  was  a  weighty  and  favoury  fpeeph  which  *  a  pious  pen  once 
faved  from  your  lordfhip's  lips^  viz.  That  ym  accounted  the 
prayers  of  God^s  minifters  and  people  the  beft  walls  about  yur  houje* 
He  that  fo  accounts^  doubtlefs  underftands  that  prayer  engagech 
Frovidence,  Ifa,  xlv.  ii.  And  Providence  (b  engaged  is  thefureft 
munition,  Job  i.  iq.  . 

Many  great  men  enclofe  their  dwelling  with  an  high  wall;  but 
the  foundation  (as  the  wifeft  of  men  obferves)  is  laid  in  their  own 
conceits,  Prov.  xyiii.  ii.  yea,  in  fin;  and  crying  (in  too,  Hab. 
ii.  I  a.  Of  fuch  walls  we  may  fay,  as  the  oracle  to  Phocas,  lai 
u>]«^oi$  r»  rff»x*>  ^^^  vpetWf  tfiof  to  xok'V'  **  If  the  building  emulate  the 
ikies,  yet  fin  being  at  the  bottom,  all  will  totter, 

It  is  a  fond  vanity,  to  think  of  enfuring  a  deftiny  that  can  con* 
troul  the  fi:ars,  and  endure  the  aflaults  of  fortune  (as  they  love  to 
fpeak)  while  Providence  is  npt  engaged  for  them;  no,  not  fo  much 
as  by  a  bare  acknowledgment. 

My  Lord,  It  is  not  the  vaft  bulk  of  an  eftate,  nor  the  beft  hu- 
man fecurity  in  the  world,  but  the  vigilant  care  of  Divine  Provi* 
dence,  that  guards  both  it  and  its  owners  from  the  ftroke  of  ruin* 
It  is  the  fear  of  God  within  us,  and  the  Providence  of  God  round 
about  us,  which  make  the  firm  and  folid  i>afis  of  all  fan£tified  and 
durable  profperity.  It  is  beyond  all  debate,  that  there  is  a  Pro- 
vidence of  God  always  enfoldiBg  thofe  in  everlafting  arms,  that 
bear  his  image.     The  imprefs  of  that  image  upon  you,  and  the 

«     *  Mr  Ifaac  Ambroie,  EpiHl^  to  his  Ultims. 
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embnees  of  thofe  arms  ab<>ut  you,  will  advance  you  higheri  and 
fecure  you  better  than  your  noble  birth  or  eftate  could  ever  do. 

My  Lordy  Providence  hath  moulded  you,  e  meliori  lutOf  made 
you  both  the  offspring  and  head  of  an  iiluflrious  family,  planted 
you  in  a  rich  and  pleafant  foil,  caufed  many  noble  branches  to 
fpring  from  you,  drawn  your  life  even  to  old  ^e,  through  the  de- 
lights and  honours  of  this  world.  And  now,  that  you  have  tried 
all  thofe  things  that  make  the  faireft  pretenfions  to  happinefi, 
what  have  you  found  in  all  thefe  painted  beauties  and  falfe  gloC> 
fing  exceUencies,  which  have  fucceffively  courted  you.  ?  Which  of 
them  all  can  you  pronounce  felf-deiirable  ?  Which  can  you  call 
djeSumpar  amori  ?  What  is  it  to  have  the  flefb  indulged,  fenfc 
gratified,  fancy  tickled  ?  What  have  you  found  in  meats  and 
drinks,  in  (lately  houfes  and  pleafant  gardens,  in  gold  and  filver, 
in  honour  and  applaufe,  to  match  the  appetite  of  your  nobler 
foul?  Surely,  (My  Lord)  to  turn  from  them  all  with  a  generous 
difdain,  as  one  that  knows  where  to  find  better  entertainment,  is 
much  more  n^jhU^  than  wholly  to  immerfe  and  lofe  our  fpirits  in 
thofe  fenfual  fruitions  as  many  do,  alas !  too  many  in  our  days  ! 

We  arc  fallen  into  the  dregs  of  time;  fen/iuility  runs  every- where 
into  atheifm*  Provident  ia  peperit  divitias^  fidjilia  devoravit  mat  fern. 
Thelargefles  of  Providence  have  fo  blinded,  and  perfeAly  ftupified 
the  minds  of  (bme,  that  they  neither  own  a  Providence,  nor  a 

God,  who  do  9vc^iwvoiiif  Toy  avSpa/Toy  oXoy,  kou  rinf  4^t;;^tiy  rat;  rv  o'UfJiarog 

Atmq  nataurvCuluff  as  Plutnrch  both  wittily  and  judicioufly  replied 
upon  Colotes  the  Epicurean. 

But,  blefled  be  God,  there  is  a  fincere  part,  both  of  the  nohles 
and  commons  of  England,  which  this  gangrene  hath  not  yet  touch- 
ed,  and,  I  hope,  never  (ball. 

My  Lordf  It  is  both  your  honour  and  intereft,  to  be  oX«;  rtt 
xfUTTow^,  the  entire  and  devoted  fervant  of  Providence.  It  was 
once  the  wifh  of  a  good  man,  optarem  id  me  ejfe  Deo^  quod  eft  mihi 
ntanuj  mea*.  This  is  the  moft  noble  and  divine  life  that  can  be, 
to  live  and  aft  in  this  world  upon  eternal  defigns  :  To  look  upon 
our(elvcs,  and  what  we  have,  as  things  devoted  to  God  5  not  to 
be  content  that  Providence  (hould  ferve  itfclf  of  us,  (for  fo  it  doth 
even  of  tho(e  things  which  underftand  nothing  of  it)  but  to  ftudjr 
wherein  we  may  ferve  Providence,  and  be  inftrumental  in  its  hand 
for  the  good  of  many ;  this  is  to  be  truly  honourable;  ^uo  magis 
fttis  Deo  vivitf  eoevadit  nobilior^  clarior^  divinior. 

How  much  God  hath  honoured  you  in  this  refpeft,  the  world 

■— ^^  I        II    Mil  «      I    I    ■         I       ■  I       I  I  ^    I  I  II  — — —  m  I 

•  I.  could  wilh  I.  were  that  to  God,  which  miii'?  own  hand  is  to  nic 

t  The  more  any  live  to  God,  the  more  xioble,  iliuftrioui  and  divine  tlv^  be^ 
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wBl  uiiderftand  better^  when  your  lordfliip  ihall  be  gathered  to 
your  fathers^  and  fleep  in  the  duft }  then  he  that  praiieth,  can- 
not be  fufpe^ed  of  flattery ;  nor  he  that  is  pntiied,  be  moved  widi 
Tain  glory :  But  the  approbation  of  God  is  infinitely  better  than 
the  moft  glorious  name  among  men,  before  or  after  death. 

Andy  as  it  is  moil  bomurabU  to  ferviy  fo  yon  will  find  it  moft 
comfortable  to  obferve^  the  ways  of  God  in  his  providence:  To 
compofe  ourfelves  to  think  of  the  conduH  of  providence  through 
all  thtjiages  of  life  we  have  hitherto  palled :  To  note  the  refults 
of  its  profound  wifdom,  the  efiefts  of  its  tender  care»  the  diftin- 

Eifiung  fixiits  of  its  fpecial  bounty  :  To  mark  how  providences 
ve  gone  along  ftep^by  ilep  with  the  promiies,  and  both  with  us, 
witil  they  have  now  brought  us  near  to  our  everlafting  reft.  Oh ! 
bow  delo£table!  how  tranfporting  are  fuch  meditations  as  thefe! 

My  Lord^  It  is  the  defign  of  this  manual^  to  afiert  the  hemg  and 
igicacy  of  providence  agamft  the  athtifm  of  the  times,  and  to  dUplay 
the  wifdom  and  care  of  the  providence  of  God  in  all  the  concerns 
of  that  people  who  are  really  his.  It  is  probable,  if  your  lordflbip 
will  ftoop  to  fuch  a  vulgar  compc^ure,  Ibmewhat  may  occur  of  a 
grateful  relifli  to  your  pious  mind.  I  ccNifeis,  it  is  not  accommo- 
dated, either  in  exa£hiefs  of  method,  or  elegance  of  ftyle,  to  gra- 
tify the  curious;  nor  yet  is  it  deftitute  of  what  may  pkafe  and  pco- 
fit  the  truly  gracious. 

Should  I  here  recite  the  pleafures  and  advantages  reiulting  from 
an  humble,  and  heedful  eyeing  of  the  methods  of  Providence,  it 
would  look  more  like  a  Iwk  in  an  ep^k^  than  an  epjfiie  in  a  took. 
One  tafte  of  fpiritual  fenfe  will  fatisfy  you  better  than  all  the  ac- 
curate defcriptions  and  high  encomiums  thzt  the  moft  elegant  pen 
can  beftow  upon  it. 

My  Lord^  It  is  not  that  eminent  ftation  that  fomeperions  retain 
(in  civil  refpe£b)  above  the  vulgar,  that  will  enable  them  to  pene- 
trate the  myfteries,  and  relifh  the  fweetnefs  of  Providence  better 
than  others,  (for,  doubtlefs,  many  that  live  immediately  upon  Pro* 
vklence  Cor  daily  bread,  do  thereby  gain  a  nearer  acquaintance  with 
it»  than  thofe  whofe  outward  enjoyments  flow  to  them  in  a  more 
plentiful  and  ftated  courfe)  but  thofe  that  excel  in  grace  and  expe- 
rience \  thofe  that  walk  and  converfe  with  God,  in  all  hb  difpen« 
fations  towards  them,  thefe  are  the  perfbns  who  are  moft  fully  and 
immediately  capable  of  thefe  high  pleafures  of  the  Chrtftian  life* 
The  daily  flow  and  increafe  whereof  in  y^  lordihip's  noUe  per* 
Ion  and  family,  is  the  hearty  defire  of 

Toyr  Lordjbifs  mo/t 

From  my  Study,  zj      u     •         ^ 

»t  Dartmouth,  #  tiumoie  oervant^ 

Au^  10, 1677.  JOHN  FLAVQ-i 
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THE 

EPISTLE  TO  THE  READER, 

To  the  ingenuous  ReaderSi  thofe  cfpecially  who  are  the  heedful 
Observers  of  the  Ways  of  Providence. 

Reader^ 

THERE  are  two  ways  whereby  the  bleiTed  God  condclcendb 
to  manifeft  himielf  to  men,  his  word,  and  his  ^wrks.  Of 
the  written  word  we  muft  fay.  No  words  like  thefe  were  ever 
written  fince  the  beginning  of  time,  which  can  (as  one  fpeaks)  take 
life  and  root  in  the  ibul,  yea,  doth  it  as  really  as  the  feed  doth  in 
the  groand  \  and  are  fitted  to  be  engraffed  and  naturalized  there^ 
foas  no  coalition  in  nature  can  be  more  real  than  this,  James  i.  2i. 
This  is  the  moft  tranfcendent  and  glorious  medium  of  mairife£*  ^ 
ftation:  <<  God  hath  magnified  his  word  above  all  his  name,** 
P£d.  cxxxviii.  2.        • 

However,  the  manifeftation  of  God  by  his  works,  whether  of 
creation  or  providence,  have  their  value  and  glory  :  But  the  prime 
glory  and  excellency  of  his  providential  works  confifts  in  thb  that 
they  are  the  very  fulfillings  and  real  accompli(hments  of  his  writ« 
ten  word.  By  a  wife  and  heedful  attendance  hereunto,  we  might 
learn  that  excellent  art,  which  is  (not  unfitly  called  by  fomc  fcientia 
orchiteBonica)  an  art  to  clear  the  myfterious  occurrences  of  Pro- 
vidence, by  reducing  them  to  the  written  word,  and  there  lodge 
them  as  effeBs  in  their  proper  caufes.  And,  doubtlefs,  this  is  one 
of  the  rareft  efiTays  men  could  purfue  againft  atheifm,  to  (hew,  not 
only  how  providences  concur  in  a  moft  obvious  tendency  to  con- 
firm  this  great  conclufion,  Thy  word  is  truth ;  but  how  it  fome- 
times  ext6rts  aHb  the  confeffion  of  a  God,  and  the  truth  of  his 
word,  from  thdfe  ycfj  tongues  which  have  boldly  denied  it. 
^(chyles*,  the  Perfian,  relating  their  difcomfiture  by  the  Gre- 
cian army,  makes  this  notable  obfervation :  «  When  the  Grecian 
<*  forces  hotly  purfued  us,  (faith  he)  and  we  muft  needs  venture 
**  CTfCT  the  great  water,  Strymon,  then  frozen,  but  beginning  to 
•«  thaw,  when  a  hundred  to  one  we  had  all  died  for  itj  with  mint 
«  eyes  I  then  faw  many  of  thofe  gallants  whom  I  had  heard  before 
w  <b  boldly  maintain,  there  was  no  God,  every  one  upon  their 
«  knees,  with  eyes  and  hands  lifted  up,  begging  hard  for  help  and 
««  mercy,  and  entreating  that  the  ice  might  hold  until  they  got 

'  i  •     " 

•  iEfdiyltt  in  Tragted. 
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w  over.**  Many  thoufand  feals  hath  Providence  fonrcd  ttif  tety 
enemies  of  God  to  fet  to  his  truths  which  greatly  tends  to  our  con-' 
.firmation  therein;  but  efpecially  to  fee, how  the  wcr^ and  ^rwx- 
imces  of  God  do  enlighten  each  other ,  and  how  the  fcriptures 
contain  all  thofe  events,  both  great  and  fmalli  which  are  diipofed 
by  Providence  in  their  feafons:  And  how  not  only  the  promifes  of 
the  word,  are,  in  the  general,  faithfully  fulfilled  to  t(ie  church, 
in  all  her  exigencies  and  diftrefles,  but,  in  particular,  to  every 
member  of  it  j  they  being  all  fumiihed  by  Providence  with  mul- 
titudes of  experiences  to  thb  ufe  and  end*  O  how  ufefiil  are  fucb 
obfervations  I 

And  as  the  profit  and  ufe,  fo  the  delight  and  pleafure  refolt^ 
ing  from  the  obfervations  of  Providence,  are  exceeding  great 
It  will  doubtlefs  be  a  part  of  our  entertainment  in  heaven^  to  view 
vrith  tranfporting  delight  how  the  defigns  and  methods  were  laid 
to  bring  us  hither :  And  what  will  be  a  part  of  our  blefiednefs  in 
be(fven  may  be  well  allowed  to  have  a  prime  ingrediency  into  our 
heaven  upon  earth.  To  fearch  for  pleafure  among  the  due  obfer- 
vations of  Providence  is  to  fearch  for  water  in  the  ocean :  For  Pro- 
vidence  doth  not  only  ultimately  deiign  to  bring  you  to  heaven, 
but  (as  intermediate  thereunto)  to  bring  (by  this  means)  much  of 
heaven  into  your  fouls  in  the  way  thither. 

How  great  a  pleafure  is  it  to  difcem  how  the  moft  wiie  God  is 
providentially  fteering  all  to  the  port  of  his  own  praife  and  his  peo- 
ple's happinefs,  whilft  the  whole  world  is  buCily  employed  in  ma- 
naging the  faijs  and  tugging  at  the  oans  with  a  quite  oppofite  de^ 
fign  and  purpofe?  To  fee  how  they  prortiote  his  deiign  by  oppujing  it, 
znd  fulfil  his  will  by  refifling  it,  enlarge  his  church  hjfcattering  it, 
and  make  their  reft  come  the  more  fweet  to  their  fouls  by  makiDg 
their  condition  fo  reftlefs  in  the  world.  This  is  pleafant  to  obfcrvc 
in  general :  But  to  record  and  note  its  particular  defigns  upon  our- 
.  felves ;  with  what  profound  wifdom,  infinite  tendemefs,  and  incef^ 
fant  vigilancy  it  hath  managed  all  that  concerns  us  from  firft  to  laft 
is  raviihing  and  tranfporting. 

O  what  an  hiflory  might  we  compile  of  our  own  experiences, 
whilft  with  a  melting  heart  we  trace  the  footfleps  of  providence  all 
along  the  way  it  hath  led  us  to  this  day ;  and  kt  our  remarks  up- 
on its  more  eminent  performances  for  us  in  the  feveral  fts^es  of  our 
lives  ! 

Here  it  prevented^  and  there  it  delivered.  Here  it  direBed,  and 
there  it  correBed*  In  this  it  grieved,  and  in  that  it  relieved.  Here 
was  the  pof/on,  and  there  the  antidote.  This  providence  raijed  a 
difmal  cloud,  and  that  difpelled  it  again.  This  ^raitened,  and  that 
enlarged.  Here  a  want,  and  there  a  fupply.  This  relation  wtthef" 
edf  and  th^tjpringing  up  in  its  room.     Words  cannot  exprefs  the 
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high  delights  and  gratifications  a  gracious  heart  mxf  find  in  fiich 
employilient  as  this. 

O  what  a  world  of  rarities  arc  to  be  found  in  providence  !  The 
blind,  heedlefs  world  makes  nothing  of  them :  They  cannot  find 
mefweet  bit  where  a  gracious  foul  would  make  a  rich  fe^.  Plu- 
tarch relates  very  exadUy^  how  Timoleon  was  miraculouily  deliver- 
ed from  the  confpiracy  of  two  murderers^  by  their  meeting  in  the 
very  nick  of  time  a  certain  peribn,  who,  to  revenge  the  death  of  his 
father,  killed  one  of  them,  juft  as  they  were  ready  to  give  Timoleon 
the  fatal  blow,  though  he  knew  nothing  of  the  bufinefs,  and  To  Ti- 
moleon efcapcd  the  danger.  And  what  did  this  wonderful  work 
of  Providence,  think  you,  yield  the  relator  ?  Why,  though  he  wa$ 
one  of  the  liloft  learned  and  ingenious  among  the  Heathen  Sages^ 
yet  all  he  made  of  it  was  only  this  \  The  fpeBators  (faith  he)  woft^ 
dered  greatly  at  the  artifice  and  contrivance  which  fortune  ufes ,-  This 
is  all  he  Could  fee  in  it.  Had  a  fpiritual  and  wife  Chriftian  had  the 
diffeBirtg^Oid  anatomizing  of  fuch  a  work  of  Providence,  what  glo- 
ry would  it  have  yielded  to  God  !  what  comfort  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  foul  I  The  bee  makes  a  fweeter  meal  upon  one  fingld 
flower,  than  the  ox  doth  upon  the  whole  meadow  where  thou- 
iands  of  them  grow, 

O  reader  !  if  thy  heart  be  fpiritual,  and  well  flocked  with  expe* 
rience,  if  thou  haft  recorded  the  ways  of  Providence  towards  thee, 
and  wilt  but  allow  thyfelf  time  td  reflect  upon  them;  what  a  life 
of  pleafure  mayeft  thou  live  1  what  an  heaven  upon  earth  doth  this 
way  lead  thee  into !  I  will  AOt  here  tell  thee  what  I  have  met 
with  in  this  path,  left  it  (hould  feem  to  favour  of  too  much  vani- 
ty ;  non  eft  religio  ubi  omnia  patent.  There  are  fome  delights  and 
enjoyments  in  the  Chriftian  life,  which  are,  and  muft  be  enclofed. 
But  try  it  thyielf,  tafte  and  fee,  and  thou  wilt  need  no  other  in- 
ducement ;  thine  own  experience  will  be  the  moft  powerfiil  ora- 
tory to  perfuade  thee  to  the  ftudy  and  fearch  of  Providence. 

Hiftories  are  ufually  read  with  delight :  When  once  the  fancy 
is  catched,  a  man  knows  not  how  to  difengage  himfelf  from  it.     I 
am  greatly  miftaken  if  the  hiftory  of  Our  own  lives,  if  it  were  well 
drawn  up,  and  diftin£Uy  perufed,  would  not  be  the  pleafanteft  hif- 
tory that  every  we  read  in  our  lives. 

The  enfuing  treatife  is  an  efiay  to  that  purpofe,  in  which  thou 
wilt  find  fome  remarks  fet  upon  Providence  in  its  pafiage  through 
the  ieveral  ftages  of  our  lives.  But,  reader,  thou  only  art  able  to 
compile  the  hiftory  of  Providence  for  thyfelf,  becaufe  the  memorials 
that  iumifh  it  are  only  in  thine  own  hands.  However,  here 
thou  mayeft  find  a  pattern^  and  general  rules  to  direA  thee  in 
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that  great  stnd  difficult  work  which  is  the  yery  end  and  defign  of 
this  manual. 

I  l^ave  not  had  much  |*egard  to  the  drefs  and  ornament  into 
which  this  difcourfe  is  to  go  abroad^  for  I  am  debtor  both  to  the 
nropg  and  weak,  the  wife  and  foojlfli :  And,  in  all  my  obfervation, 
I  have  not  found,  that  ever  God  hath  made  much  ufe  of  laboured 
periods,  rhetorical  flowers,  and  elegancies,  to  improve  the  power  of 
religion  in  the  world  :  Yea,  I  have  obferved  how  Providence  hath 
fom^times  rebuked  good  men,  when,  upon  other  fubjefts  they  have 
toq  muph  aff^£ted  thqfe  pedantic  fooleries,  in  withdrawing  from 
t^em  i(s  ufual  aids,  and  expofins  them  to  ihame }  and  muth  more 
may  it  dp  fo,  when  itfelf  is  the  fubj^A. 

Reader,  if  thy  ftomach  be  nice  and  fqueafie,  and  nothing 
will  reliQi  with  thee,  but  what  is  fprucc  and  elegantf  there  arc 
ftor^  of  f^ch  compofures  in  the  world,  upon  which  thou  maycfl: 
^^li  furfeit  thy  curious  fancy :  me^n  time,  there  will  be  found  fome 
that  wi^  blefs  God  for  what  thou  defpifeft,  and  make  many  « 
fw6et  meal  upon  what  thou  loat^eft. 

I  will  add  no  more,  but  my  hearty  prayers  that  providence  will 
dire  A  this  treatife  to  fuch  hands  in  fuoi  feafons,  and  fo  bleis  aD4 
profper  its  defign,  that  God  may  have  glory,  thou  mayeft  have  be- 
nefit^ and  myfelf  cpmforf  in  the  fuccefs  thereof,  who  ^m. 

Thine  and  the  church's  fervant^ 

p  the  hand  of  Providence^ 

JOHN  FLAYEL. 


Fs4X..  Ivii.  a. 

/  icii//  crj  unto  God  moji  highj  unto  God  that  performeth  ail  tbittgt 

for  me. 

THE  greatnefs  of  God  is  a  glorious  and  unfcarchable'my(lery : 
"  The  Lord  mod  high  is  terrible;  he  is  a  great  King  over  all 
c«  the  earth,"  Pfal.  Ixvii.  2.  The  condefcenfion  of  the  mo^  high 
God  to  men  is  alfo  a  profound  myftery :  ^'  Though  the  Lord  be 
•»  high,  yet  hath  he  refpeft  unto  the  lowly,**  Pftl.  cxxxviii.  6. 
But  when  both  thefe  meet  together  (as  they  do  in  this  fcripture) 
they  make  up  a  matchlefs  myftery.  Here  we  find  the  moft  high 
God  performing  all  things  for  a  poor  diftrefied  creature. 
It  is  the  great  fupport  and  folace  of  the  faints  in  all  the  diftrcfies 
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<iak  befal  tfkeih  ^ere,  that  there  is  a  wife  fj^tHt  fitting  hi  all  the 
wheels  of  motion^  and  governing  the  moft  exc^trical  creatures, 
and  their  itibfl  pemicicKis  ctefigMs  to  bleSfed  and  happy  i^uesl  And 
indeed  it  were  not  worth  while  to  live  in  a  wokrld  xtia  Btt/KdU^^oioiin,' 
devoid  of  God  ihd  providence. 

How  deeply  we, are  concerned  in  this  matter  will  appear  by^thiA' 
great  inftance,  which  this  pfalm  prcfents  us  iirith. 

It  was  coroppfed  (as  the  title  notes)  by  David  j^rayer-wife,  when 
he  hid  himfelf  from  Said  in  the  cave  s  and  is  inrcribed  with  a  dotr- 
Hc  title,  *Al  tafchithy  Micbtam  of  David.  Altafchvth  refers  to  the 
fco^^  and  Michtam  to  the  dignity  of  the  fubjeft-matter. 

The  former  fignifies  dejhoy  noty  or  tet  there  be  nb  ilaughtek>|  and 
may  eTthi^  refer  to  Saul,  concerning  whom  he  gave  charge  to  bts 
ferv^ts  not  to  deftroy  him ;  or  rather,  it  hath  reference  to  God, 
to  whom,  in  this  great  exigence,  he  poured  out  his  foul  in  this  ]^- 
thetical  qaculation,  AI  tajcbith^  deftroy  not. 

The  latter  title,  Michtaniy  fignifies  a  golden  ornament,  and  fo  is 
fuited  to  the  choice  and  excellent  matter  of  the  pfJm ;  which 
much  more  deierves  iiich  a  title  than  Pythagoras'  golden  verfts^ 
did. 

Three  thmgs  are  remarkable  in  the  former  part  oF  the  pfalhii 
viz.  (i.)  His  extreme  danger.  (2.)  His  earneft  addrcfs  to  Godf 
in  that  extremity.  (3.)  The  arguments  he  pleads  ^h  God  in  that 
addrefi. 

I.  His  extreme  danger  exprefled  both  in  the  title  and  body  6f 
x)itpfiJm.  The  title  tells  us,  this p/alm  was  compofcd  by  him  when 
he  hid  himfelf  from  Saul  in  the  cavef.  This  cave  was  in  the  wil-* 
dernefs  of  Engedi,  among  the  broken  rocks  where  the  wltd  goits* 
,  inhabited,  an  obfcure  ahd  defolate  hole  ;  yet  even  thither  the  en-' 
vy  of  Saul  purfued  him,  i  Sam.  xxiv.  i,  a.  And  iidw  he  thar 
had  been  fo  long  hunted  as  a  partridge  upon  the  mountaixls,  fetins 
to  be  enclofed  in  the  net  j  for  the  place  was  begiH  with  his  ene- 
mies, and  having  in  this  place  no  out-let  another  way,  and  Saul 
himielf  entering  into  the  mouth  of  this  cave,  in  the  fides  and  creeks 

*  Al  tafeblib  fiornifics,  do  not  deftroy,  referring,  x.  Either  to  Saul,  whom  David 
kept  his  fervanu  from  destroying,  though  they  would  have  had  him  to  have  cui 
him  off.  Or,  a.  It  may  refer  to  David  himfelf,  deftroy  not  (me),  O  God,  GHrmt 
OH  the  plau.  MUhtam  fignifiefi  a  golden  ornament,  of  golden  fong,  from  or^ 
which  fignifies  choiM  gold)  unto  which  this  predous  y falxn  may  he  compared^ 
Brug. 

t  ^^^  ^l^D  ^^  f^^  ^^  pl^^^  where  he  was  hiding  himfelf  furrounded  witl| 
haul's  army,  and  that  there  feemed  to  be  no  way  of  efcape,  he  now  likewife  fleef 
to  God  for  relief,  which  he  had  alwsji  doae  forincrly  ia  tkp  like  dasgers.    1^^ 
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wh€r6of  he  and  'his  men  laj  hid|  and  law  him }  judge  to  bow  great 
an  extremity,  and  to  what  a  deiperate  ftate  things  were  now 
brought ;  well  might  he  fay,  as  it  is  verfe  4.  "  My  (oul  is  among 
<<  lioDs,  and  I  lie  even  among  them  that  are  fet  on  fire."  What 
hope  now  remained  ?  what  but  immediate  deifaru£tion  could  be 
cxpefted  ? 

2.  Yet  this  firights  him  not  out  of  his  faith  and  duty,  but  betwoct 
the  jaws  of  death  he  prays,  and  eameftly  addrefles  himfelf  to  God 
fpr  mercy,  ver.  5.  "Be  merciful  to  me,  O  God  !  be  merdful  to 
•«  me  I**  This  excellent  p/alm  was  compofed  by  him  when  there  was 
enough  to  dlfampofe  the  beft  man  in  the  world.  The  repetition 
notes  both  the  extreimity  of  the  danger,  and  the  ardency  of  the 
fupplicant.  Mercy  !  mercy  !  nothing,  but  mercy,  and  that  ex- 
erting  itfelf  in  an  ejctraordinary  way,  can  now  fave  him  from 
tiiin. 

3.  The  arguments  he  pleads  for  obtaining  mercy  in  this  difirefs, 
are  very  connderable. 

( I .)  He  pleads  his  reliance  upon  God  as  an  argument  to  move 
mercy.  <«  Be  merciful  to  me,  O  God!  be  merci&l  unto  me  I  for 
«<  my  foul  tnifteth  in  thee  ;  yea,  in  the  (hadow  of  thy  wings  will 
*«  I  make  my  refuge,  until  thefe  fad  calamities  be  overpaO,"  vcr. 
I.  This  bis  truft  and. dependence  on  God,  though  it  be  not  argu* 
mentativc  in  reipeft  of  the  dignity  of  the  a^ ;  yet  it  is  fq.in.re- 
fpeft  both  of  the  nature  of  the  ofyV^,  a  compaflionate  God,  who 
will  not  expofe  any  that  take  fhelter  under  his  wings  \  and  in  re* 
fpe£t  of  the  promife^  whereby  prote£Uon  is  aiTured  to  them  that 
fiy  to  him  for  fanfhiary }  Ifa.  xxvi.  3.  "  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in 
«  perfeft  peace,  whofe  mind  is  ftayed  on  thee,  becaufe  hetruftcth 
«  *m  thee."  Thus  he  encourages  himfelf  from  the  confidcration 
of  that  God  to  whom  he  betakes  himfelf. 

.'  (2.)  He  pleads  former  experiences  of  his  help  in  paft  difireflesj 
as  an  argument  encouraging  hppe  under  the  prefeut  ftrak^  ver.  2« 
«  I  will  cry  unto  God  moft  high,  untp  God  that  performeth  all 
V  things  for  me." 

In  which  words  I  (hall  confider  two  things^ 

1 .  The  duty  refolved  upon. 

2.  The  encouragement  to  that  refolution. 

1.  The  duty  refolved  upon  ;  I  will  cry  unto  God,  Crying  unto 
God,  is  an  expreffion  that  doth  not  only  denote  prayer,  but  iniinfe 
.and  ftrvent  prayer. 

To  cry,  is  to  pray  in  a  holy  paffion;  and  fuch  are  ufually  fpccd- 
ing  prayers,  Plal.  xviii.  6.  and  Heb.  v.  7. 

2.  The  encouragements  to  this  refolution,  and  thefe  are  two* 
fold. 

I»  ObjeAivei  taken  from  the  fovereignty  of  God. 
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^#  Subfe^vC)  taken  from  tbe  experience  he  had  of  his  pr^ 

vidence^ 

1.  The  Ibvereigntj  of  God,  /  will  cry  unto  God  mofl  high.  Up- 
on this  he  aAs  his  faith  in  extremity  of  danger*  Saul  is  high,  but 
God  the  Moft  High ;  and,  without  his  permniSon,  he  is  afiured 
Saal  cannot  touch  him.  He  had  none  to  help ;  and  if  he  had, 
he  knew  God  muft  firft  help  the  helpers,  or  they  cannot  help 
him.  He  had  no  means  of  defence  or  efcape  before  him,  but  the 
Moft 'High  is  not  limited  .^7  means.  Thb  b  a  Angular  prop  to 
feith,  P&l.  lix.  9. 

2.  The  experience  of  his /rwwt/7f<f  hitherto :  Unto  God  that  per^ 
formetb  aU  things  for  me. 

The  word  which  we  tranflnte  ^perfcrmeth^  comes  from  a  root, 
that  fignifies  both  «« to  perfedl^  and  to  deft/i  or  ceafc*."  .  For  when 
a  bufiaeis  is  performed  and  perfected*  the  agent  then  ceafes  and 
defifts  from  working :  he  puts  to  the  lad  hand  when  he  finiihes 
the  work.  To  fuch  an  happy  iflue  the  Lord  hath  brought  all  his 
doubtful  and  difficult  matters  before  ;  and  this  gives  him  encou* 
>ragement,  that  lie  will  Qill  be  gracious,  aiftl  perfoA  that  which 
concerneth  him  now,  as  he  fpeaks,  Fial.  cxxxviii.  8.  '^  The  Lord 
"  will  pcrfcft  that  which  concerneth  me.'* 

The  Septuagint  reads  it  by  rw  ivspyerfKrotrx  /iai,  who  profitdh^  pt 
knefitf^  me.  And  it  is  a  certain  truth,  that  all  the  refults  and  . 
i^des  of  providence  are  profitable  and  beneficial  to  the  faints.  But 
the  fupplement,  in  pur  tranflation,  well  receives  the  importance, 
of  the  place,  Who  performeth  all  things ,  and  involves  the  moft 
ftria  and  proper  notion  ot providence ^  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the 
performance  of  God's  gracious  purpofes  and  promifes  to  his  people. 
And  therefore,  Vatabulus  and  Muis  fupply  and  fill  up  the  room 
which  the  concifenefs  of  the  original  leaves,  with  qtut  promifit^  I 
will  cry  unto  God  moft  high,  unto  God  that  performeth  the  things 
^vhich  be  bath  promifed.  Payment  is  the  performance  of  promifes. 
Grace  nukes  the  promife,  and  providence  the  payment. 

Pifcator  fills  it  with  benignitatem  et  mifericordiamfuam^  unto  God 
that  performeth  his  kindnefs  and  mercy*  But  ftill  it  fuppofes  the 
mercy  performed,  to  be  contained  in  the  promife.  Mercy  is  fweet 
in  the  promife,  and  much~n:iore  fo  in  the  providential  performance 
of  itto  us.  ^ 

Caftalio's  fupplement  comes  nearer  to  ours,  rerum  mearum  tranfi 
oBorem^  I  wiU  cry  unto  God  moftliigh,  unto  God  the  tranJaSbr 
of  my  affairs* 

But  our  £ogli(h,  making  out  the  fenfe  by  an  univerfal  particle, 
is  moft  fully  agreeable  to  the  fcope  of  the  text :  for  it  cannot  but 

V 
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\St  a  great  edcDhragement  to  his  faith,  that  God  had  tranfa£tbd  off 
things f  or  performed  all  things  for  him ;  X\m providence^  that' never 
failbd  him  in  any  of  the  ftraits  that  ever  he  met  vith,  (add  hb  life 
was  a  fife  of  Aiany  (braits,)  he  might  well  hope  it^ould  ifdt  now 
fail  him,  though  this  were  an  extraordinary  and  matchiefi  Mi. 

•Bring  we  then  our  thoughts  a  Httle  clofer  to  this  fcr^pttirti  and 
it  will  give  us  a  fair  and  lovely  profped  of  promdence. 

In  its,  I.  Univerfalf  2.  iffeBual^  3.  Beneficial^  4.  Bncouragmg 
influences  upon  the  afiairs  and  concem^of  the  i^ts. 

1.  The  expreffion  imports  the  univtrfal  intereft  and  influence  of 
pfmhdence  in,  atid  upon  all  the  concerns  and  interefts  of  the  faints. 
It  hath  not  only  its  hand  in  this  or  that,  but  In  all  that  concenis 
them :  it  hath  its  eyes  upon  every  thing  that  relates  to  them 
throughout  their  lives,  from  firft  to  laft ;  not  otily  great  and  more 
important,  but  the  moil  minute  and  ordinary  afiairs  of  our  lives 
are  tranfaded  and  managed  by  it :  it  touches  ail  thiiigs  that  t6uch 
us,  whether  more  nearly  or  remotely. 

2.  It  difplays  the  efficacy  of  providential  influences ;  Prmndence 
doth  not  only  ufidertake,  but  [performeth]  arid  perfe£^  what  con- 
cerns:^ us  :  It  go<is  through  with  its  deflgns,  and  actetenpliflies  what 
it  begins :  no  difficulty  To  clogs  it,  no  crofs  accident  fo  falls  id  its 
way,  but  it  carries  its  deitgn  through  it  \  its  motions  are  irrefiftibk 
ahd  uncOntroulable,  he  performs  it  for  us; 

.3!  And  (which  is  fweet  to  confider)  all  its  produds  abdiflties 
are  exceeding  hetuficial  to  the  faints :  it  performs  all  things  [for 
theny] :.  It  is  true,  we  often  prejudice  its  works,  and  uhjuftTy  cen- 
fure  its  dcfigns  $  and  under  many  of  our  flraits  and  troubles,  we 
fay,  all  thefe  things  are  agaif}/i  us.  B«t,  indeed,  p^ovidtnce  neither 
doth,  noir  can  do  any  thing  that  is  really  againfl  the  true  iiiterej^ 
ahd  good  of  the  faints :  for  what  are  the  works  o( providence^  but 
tiie  execution  of  God's  decree,  and  the  fulfilling  of  his  word? 
And  there  can  be  no  more  in  providence  than  is  in  them.  Now 
there  is  nothing  but  good  to  the  faints  in  God's  purpofes  and  frt>- 
fkijes ;  and  therefore  whatever  providence  doth  in  tHeir  concern- 
ments, it  muft  be  (as  the  text  fpcaks)  the  peifortnance  of  all  things 
fur  them  k 

4.  And  if  ^o<i  how  cheering,  fupporting^  and  encouraging^  nmft 
the  confidei'ttipn  of  thefe  things  be,  in  a  day  of  diftrefs  and  trou- 
ble i  What  life  and  hope  will  it  infpire  olir  hearts  and  prayers 
withal,  when  great  preflures  lie  upon  us^  It  had  fuch  a  cheering 
influence  Upon  the  Ffalmift  at  this  time,  when  the  ilate  of  his  af- 
fairs Was,  to  the  eye  of  fenfe  and  reafon,  foHom  and  ddperate : 
there  was  now  but  a  hair's  breadth  (as  we  fay)  betwixt  him  and 
ruin^ 

A  potent,  enr^ed,  and  implacable  enemy  had  driven  him  into 
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tbrholeof  a  rock,  and  was  com^  after  him  into  that  hpl^i  79t  P0V9 
whilft  his  foul  is  among  lions^  whilil  he  lies  in  a  cranny  qf  tbc  rock, 
expe^ing  every  moment  to  be  drawn  out  to  de^th^  the  re|leAtons 
he  had  upon  the  gracious  performances  of  the  Moft  High  for  hira, 
from  the  Deginning  to  that  moment,  fuppprt  his  foulj  afid  iofpirf 
hope  and  life  into  his  prayers,  «  I  will  cry  untp  God  moft  high^ 
«  unto  God  that  performeth  ail  things  fqr  me.** 
The  amount  of  all  you  have  in  this  do£binal  conclufion. 

Doft.  ^hqt  it  is  the  duty  of  the  faints^  ef^ecially  in  times  ef  firdtSi^ 
to  refUB  upon  the  performances  of  providence  far  them  in  all  the 
flates,  and  through  allthe  Jlages  of  their  lives. 

The  church,  in  all  the  works  of  mercy,  owns  the  hand  of  God  $ 
Ifa.  xxvi.  12.  'f  Lord  thou  haft  wrought  all  our  works  in  (or  for) 
«  us."  And  ftill  it  hath  been  the  pious,  and  conftaiit  praftice  of 
the  faints  in  all  generations,  to  preferve  the  memory  of  the  more 
funous,  and  r^markahlc providences  that  have  befallen  them  in  their 
times,  as  a  precious  treafure.     <  If  thou  bp  a  Chriftian  indeed,  I 

*  know  thou  haft,  if  not  in  thy  book,  yet  certainly  in  thy  heart,  t 

*  great  many  precious  favours  upon  record  -,  the  very  remembrance 

*  and  rehearial  of  them  is  fweet.  How  much  more  fweet  was  the 
«  aOual  ciyoymcnt  ?'  Baxter^s  Saint's  Refl,  /.  768.  Thus  Mofes, 
by  divine  direction,  wrote  a  n!^emorial  of  that  victory  obtained  over 
Amalek,  as  the  fruit  and  return  of  prayer,  and  built  there  ztt  abar 
with  this  infcnptipn,  "  Jehovah-Nissi,  The  Lord  my  banner,*' 
^xod.  xvU-  1,4)  IS"  Thus  Mordecai  and  Efther  took  all  care  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  that  fignal  deliverance  from  the  plot  of 
Hamap,    by   ordaining  the  feaft  of  Furim,  as  an  *^  anniverfary 

'"  throughout  every  generation,  every  family,  every  province,  and 
**  every  city,  that  thofe  days  of  Furim  ihould  not  fail  from  among 
"  the  Jews,  nor  the  niemorial  pf  them  perifh  from  their  feed," 
Efther  ix.  28.  For  this  end  you  find  pfalms  indited,  to  bring  i$ 
remembrance^  Ffal.  Ixx.  the  title.  Parents  giving'Aiitable  names  - 
to  their  children,  that  every  time  they  looked  upon  them,  they 
might  refirefti  the  memory  of  God's  mercies,  i  Sam.  i.  ao.  The 
\&Y  places  where  eminent  providences  have  appeared,  new  named, 
upon  no  other  deiign,  but  to  perpetuate  the  memorial  of  thofe 
fweet  providences  which  fo  refreJhed  them  there :  thence  Bethel 
took  its  name.  Gen.  xxviii.  19.  And  that  well  of  water  where . 
Hagar  was  &afonably  reifrelhed  by  the  angel  in  her  diftrefs,  Beer- 
lahai-roi,  the  well  of  him  that  livdhand  looieth  on  fne^  Gen.  xvL  14. 
Vea,  the  faints  have  given,  and  God  hath  afttimed  to  himfelf,  new 
titks  upon  this  very  fcore  and  account  j  Abraham's  Jehovah- 
JiREH,  and  GidepQ's  j£HOYi«'SiiA(,l.U¥  v^e  a^gribed  to  bioi 
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upon  this  reaibn.  And  fometimes  you  find  the  Lord  ftiles  himfcl/f 
«  t>ic  God  that  brought  Abraham  from  Ur  of  the  Chaldees ;"  ^cn 
•«  th%Lord  God  that  brought  them  oat  of  Egypt  j"  then «« the  Lord 
<'  that  gathered  them  out  of  the  north  country ;"  fiill  minding 
them  of  the  gracious  proTidences  which  in:  all  thofe  places  he  had 
wrought  for  them. 

Now  therfc  is  a  twofold  reflection  upon  the  providential  tvorh  of 
God. 

1.  One  entire  and  ful1»  in  the  whole  complex  and  perfect  frame 
thereof.  •  This  bleffed  fight  is  referved  for  the  perfeft  ftate:  It 
is  in  that  mount  of  God,  where  we  (hall  f€t  both  the  tuildernefs  and 
Canaan  :  The  glorious  kingdom  into  which  we  are  to  comCy  and 
the  way  through  which  wc  were  led  into  it :  There  the  faints  (bail 
have  a  ravifhing  view  of  that  beautiful  frame ;  and  every  part  (hall 
be  diftinAly  difcernedy  as  it  had  its  particular  ufe,  and  as  it  was  con- 
neAed  with  the  other  parts ;  and  how  effectually  and  orderly  tbcy 
all  wrought  to  bring  about  that  blefled  defign  of  their  falvatioDi 
according  to  the  promife,  Rom.  viii.  28.  <<  And  we  know  that  all 
««  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God,"  fe'f. 
For  it  is  certain,  no  {hip  at  fea  keeps  more  exa£My  by  the  compafs 
which  direAs  its  courfe,  thzn  providence  doth  by  that  promife^  which 
is  its  Cymfura  and  Pole-fiar. 

2.  The  other  partial  and  imperfeft  in  the  way  to  glory,  where 
we  only  view  it  in  its  Angle  aAs,  or,  at  moftj  in  fome  branches  and 
more  obferveable  courfe  of  a^ons. 

Betwixt  thefe  two  is  the  fame  difference  as  betwixt  the  fight  of 
the  disjointed  wheels,  andfcattered  pins  of  a  watch,  and  the  fight  • 
of  the  whole  united  in  cme  frame,  and  working  in  one  orderly  mo- 
tion J  or  betwixt  an  ignorant  fpeAator*8  viewing  fome  more  6b- 
fervable  vefTel  or  joint  of  a  differed  tx>dy,  and  the  accurate  Anato- 
miff's  difcerning  the  courie  of  all  the  Veiits  and  arteries  of  the  bo- 
dy, as  he  follows  the  feveral  branches  of  them  through  the  whole, 
and  plainly  fees  the  proper  places,  figure,'  and  ufe  of  each,  with 
their  mutual  refpeft  to  one  another. 

O  how  ravifhing  and  delightful  a  fight  is  that !  to  behold,  at 
one  view,  the  whole  defign  of  providence,  and  the  proper  place 
and  ufe  of  every  fingle  aA,  which  we  could  not  underffand  in  this 
world :  For  what  Chriff  faid  to  Peter^  John  xiii.  7.  is  as  applicable 
to  fome  providences  in  which  we  are  now  concerned,  as  it  was  to 
that  particular  action  ;  «  What  I  do,  thou  knoweft  not  nowj  but 

*  When  the  records  of  eternity  ihall  be  ezpofed  to  View,  all  the  cooDfek  and 
refuks  of  the  profound  wifdom  looked  into;  how  will  it  tranfport,  when  it  fluU  be 
dlfcerned !  Lo,  thus  were  the  deflgns  laid ;  here  were  the  apt  jun6liires  and 
admirable  dependencies  of  things,  which  when  aded  upon  the  Hage  of  timeyfcem- 
<d  ii»  ycrpkxt  an4  intricate    2f»«;«'/  bhjtdiitfi,  /.  ji^ 
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«  hereafter  fhou  (halt  know  it."  All  the  dark,  intricate,  puzzling 
providences  at  which  we  were  fometimes  foftiunbledj  and  fometimes 
amazed,  which  we  could  neither  reconcile  with  the  promiftj  nor 
with  each  other,  nay,  which  we  fo  unjuftly  cenfured  and  bitterly  • 
bewailed,  as  if  they  had  fallen  out  quite  crofs  to  our  happlnefs, 
we  fhall  then  fee  to  be  unto  us,  as  the<Iifficult  paflage  through  the 
wildernefs  was  unto  Ifrael,  « the  right  way  to  a  city  of  habitation,,'* 
Pfal.cvii.  7. 

And  though  our  prefcnt  views  and  reflexions  upon  Provi- 
dence be  fo  ftiort  and  imperfeft,  in  comparifon  of  that  in  heaven ; 
yet  fuch  as  it  is,  under  aH  its  prefent  difadvantages,  it  hath  fo  much 
excellency  nnd  fweetnefs  in  it,  that  I  may  call  it  a  little  heaven,  or, 
as  Jacob  called  his  Bethel,  the  gate  of  heaven.  It  is  certainly  an  high- 
way of  walking  with  God  in  this  world  ;  and  as  fweet  communioa 
may  a  foul  enjoy  with  him  in  his  providences ^  as  in  any  of  his  ordU 
nances^.  How  often  have  the  hearts  of  its  obfervers  been  melted 
intotearsof  joy  at  the  beholding  of  its  wife  and  unexpefted  pro-  # 
duftions  ?  How  often  hath  it  convinced  them  upon  a  fober  recol- 
leftion  of  the  events  of  their  lives,  that  if  the  Lord  had  left  them  to 
their  own  counfels,  they  had  as  often  been  their  own  tormentors,  if 
not  executioners  ?  Into  what,  and  how  many  fatal  mifchicfs  had 
they  precipitated  themfclves,  if  Providence  had  been  as  (hort  fight- 
ed  as  they  ?  They  have  given  it  their  hearty  thanks  for  confidering 
their  interejl  more  than  their  importunity^  and  not  fuffering  them  to 
perifh  by  their  own  defires. 

The  benefits  of  adverting  to  the  works  of  providence  are  manifold 
and  unfpeakable  ;  as  in  its  place  we  fliall  fhew  you.  But  not  to 
entangle  the  thread  of  the  difcourfe,  I  ihall  caft  it  into  this  me- 
thod. 

Ftrjf^  I  fliall  prove,  that  the  concernments  of  the  faints  in  t\n% 
world  are  certainly  condudled  by  the  wifdom  and  care  of  (pecial 
providence. 

Secondly,  I  will  fliew  you  in  what  particular  concernments  of 
theirs  this  providential  care  is  evidently  dilcovered^ 

Tbird/yy  That  it  is  the  duty  of  ftints  to  advert  to,  and  heedfuUy 
obfervc  thefe  performances  of  providence  for  them  in  all  their  con- 
cernments. 

Fourthly y  In  what  manner  this  duty  is  to  be  performed  by 
them. 

Fifthly^  What  Angular  benefits  refult  to  them  from  fuch  obfer- 
vations. 

Vol.  IV.  Y  y 

•  Luther  was  bold  to  prefcribc  to  God,  but  at  laft  faid,  Surely  the  Lord  dcfpifcd 
tbit  an'og^oce  of  nunc,  and  faid,  I  am  God,  and  not  to  be  ruled  by  ydtu 
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And  then  apply  the  whole  in  fuch  ufes  as  offer  themfelves  from 
the  point.  ^ 

Tie  firji  general  head. 

Firjlf  I  jfhall  undertake  the  proof  and  defence  of  this  great  truth, 
TJsat  the  affairs  of  the  faints  in  this  world  are  certainly  conduced  bjtbe 
luifdom  and  careoffpecial providence. 

And  herein  I  addrefs  myfelf  with  cheerfulnefs  to  perform  (as  I 
am  able)  a  fervice  for  that  providence,  which  hath  throughout  my 
lifeperfortned  all  things  for  me,  as  the  text  fpeaks« 

There  is  a  twofold  confideration  of  providence,  according  to  its 
twofold  objedtand  manner  of  difpenfation  ;  the  one  is  general,  ez- 
eircifed.  about  all  creatures,  rational  and  irrational,  animate  and  in- 
animate ;  the  oihtvjpecial  and  peculiar.  Chrifl  hath  an  univerfal 
eiz^)ire  over  all  thhags,  Eph.  i.  22.  The  head  of  the  whole  world 
by  way  of  dominion;  but  an  head  to  the  church  by  way  oi union 
znAfpecial  influence^  John  xvii.  2.  ".The  Saviour  of  all  men,  but 
•*.  efpecially  of  them  that  bcliqve,"  i  Tim.  iv.  lo.  The  church  is 
his  fpecial  care  and  charge ;  he  rules  the  world  for  her  good,  as  an 
head  confulting  the  welfare  of  the  body. 

Heathens  generally  deny  Providence;  and  no  wonder,  fince 
they  denied  a  God :  For  the  fame  arguments  that  prove  one,  will 
pi^ove  the  other.  Ariftotle,  the  prince  of  heathen  phiUfophers^ 
could  not,  by  the  utmofl:  fearch  of  reafon,  find  out  the  world's 
orig^ial,  and  therefore  concludes,  it  was  from  eternity.  The  Epi- 
cureans did,  in  a  fort,  acknowledge  a  God,  but  yet  denied  a  pro- 
vidence, and  wholly  excluded  him  from  any  intereft  or  concern  in 
the  affairs  of  the  world,  as  being  inconfiftent  with  the  fehdty  and 
tranquillity  of  the  Divine  Being,  to  be  diverted  and  cumbered  with 
the  care  and  labour  of  government.  This  affertion  is  fo  repugnant 
to  reafon,  that  it  is  a  wonder  themfelves  blufti  not  at  its  atrfunlity: 
But  I  guefs  at  the  defign,  and  one  of  them  fpeaks  it  out  in  broad 
language.  Itaque  impofui/iis  cervicibus  nojlris  fempitemum  donnnum, 
quern  dies  et  noBes  timeremus.  ^uis  emm  non  timeat  omnia  providentemf 
et  cogiiatitcmy  et  animadvertentem^  et  omnia  adfe  pertinere  puianiem^  cu* 
riojum  etpknum  negotii  Deum  P  Veil,  apud  Cicer.  de  natura  deorum. 
They  forefaw  that  the  conceflion  of  a  providence  would  impofe  an 
eternal  yoke  upon  their  necks,  by  making  them  accountable  for  ail 
they  did  to  an  higher  tribunal ;  and  that  they  muft  neceflarily  pafe 
the  time  of  their  fojourning  here  in  fear,  whild  all  their  thoughts^ 
words,  and  ways  were  ftridly  noted  and  recorded,  in  order  to  an 
account  by  an  all-feeing  and  righteous  God :  And  therefore  labour- 
ed to  perfuade  themfelves  that  was  not^  which  they  had  no  mind 
fliould  be.    But  thefe  atheiftical  and  fooliih.  cpnceits  £di  flat  b(Jbre 
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the  undeniable  evidence  of  this  ib  great  and  clear  a  truth.  Now, 
My  buiinefs  here  is  not  fo  much  to  deal  with  profeffed  Atheifts, 
who  deny  the  exiftencc  of  God  ;  and  confequently,  deride  all  evi- 
dences brought  fromf  fcripture,  of  the  extraordinary  events  that 
fail  out  in  favour  of  that  people  that  are  called  his ;  but  rather  to 
convince  thofe  that  profeffedly  own  all  this ;  yet  never  having  tailed 
religion  by  experience,  fufpedi,  at  leaft,  that  all  thefe  things  which 
we  caWfpecial  providences  to  the  faints,  are  but  natural  events^  or 
mere  contingencies  :  and  thus,  whilft  they  profefs  to  own  a  God  and 
a  providence,  (which  profeflion  is  but  the  effeft  of  their  education) 
they  do^  in  the  mean  time,  live  like  Atheifls  :  and  both  think  and 
aft  as  if  there  were  no  fuch  things :  and  really  I  doubt  this  is  the 
afe  of  the  far  greateft  part  of  the  men  of  this  generation. 

But  if  it  were  indeed  fo,  that  the  aSairs  of  the  world  in  general, 
and  more  cfpecially  thofeof  the  faints,  were  not  condudled  by  Diviile 
providence,  but  (as  they  would  perfuade  us)  by  the  fteady  courfe  of 
natural  caufes,  befides  which,  if  at  any  time  we  obferve  any  event 
to  fall  out,  it  is  merely  cafual  and  contingent,  or  that  which  pro- 
ceeds from  (bme  hidden  and  fecret  caufe  in  nature  \  if  this  indeed 
were  fo,  let  them  that  are  tempted  to  believe  it,  rationally  fatisfy 
the  following  demands. 

Firji  Demand* 

How  comes  it  to  pafs  that  fo  many  fignal  mercies  and  deliver- 
ances have  befallen  the  people  of  God,  above  the  power,  and 
againft  the  courfe  of  natural  caufes :  to  make  way  for  which, 
there  hath  been  a  fenfible  fufpcnfion  and  ftop  put  to  the  courfe  df 
nature  ?  It  is  moft  evident,  that  no  natural  effeA  can  exceed  the 
power  of  its  natural  caufe.  Nothing  can  give  to  another  rtore 
than  it  hath  in  itfelf :  and  it  is  as  clear,  that  whatfoever  z&s  natu* 
rally,  afls  neceflarily :  fire  bums  ad  ultimum  fm  poffe^  to  the  utter- 
mod  of  its  power :  waters  overflow  and  drown  all  that  they  can  : 
lions  and  other  rapacious  and  cruel  beafts,  efpecially  when  hungry, 
tear  and  devour  their  prey  :  and  for  arbitrary  and  rational  agents, 
they  alfo  aA  according  to  the  principles  and  laws  of  theh*  natures. 
A  wicked  man,  when  his  heart  is  fully  fet  in  him,  and  his  will 
flands  in  a  full  bent  of  refolution,  will  certainly  (if  he  have  power 
in  his  hand,  and  opportunity  to  execute  his  conceived  mifchief )  give  ' 
it  vent,  and  perpetrate  the  wicked  devices  of  his  heart :  for  having 
once  conceived  mifchief,  and  travailing  in  pain  with  it  (according  to 
the  courfe  of  nature)  he  muft  bring  it  forth  ^  as  it  is  Pfal.  vii.  14. 
But  if  any  of  thefe  inanimate,  brutal,  or  rational  agents,  when  there 
is  no  natural  obftade  or  rempra^  have  their  power  fufpended,  and 
that  when  the  efleft  is  near  the  birth,  and  the  defign  at  the  very 
article  of  execution,  fo  that  though  they  would,  yet  cannot  hurt. 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


352  Divine  ConduB  ;  *  or^ 

to  what,  think  you,  is  this  to  be  affigncd  and  referred  ?.  Yet  fo  it 
hath  often  been  feen,  where  God's  intereft  hath  been  immediately 
concerned  in  the  danger  and  evil  of  the  event.  The  fea  divided  it- 
felf  in  its  own  channel>  and  made  a  wall  of  water  on  each  fide  to 
give  God's  diib-efled  Ifrael  a  fafe  paiTage,  and  that  not  in  a  calm, 
but  when  the  waves  thereof  roared*  :  as  it  is  Ifa.  li.  15.  The  fire 
when  blown  up  to  the  moft  intenfe  and  vehement  flame,  had  no 
power  to  finge  one  hair  of  God's  faithful  witneffes,  when  at  the 
fame  inflant  it  had  power  to  deftroy  their  intended  executionen  at 
a  greater  diftance,  Dan.  iii.  22.  Yea,  we  find  it  hath  fome  time 
been  fufficient  to  confume,  but  not  to  torment  the  liody  ;  as  in  that 
known  inltance  of  blefled  Bayneham,  who  told  his  enemies,  the 
flames  were  to  him  as  a  bed  of  rofes.  The  hungry  lions  put  off 
their  natural  fiercenefs,  and  became  gentle  and  harmlefs  when  Da- 
niel was  caft  among  tHem  for  a  prey.  The  like  account  the  church 
fl:ory  gives  us  of  Polycarp  and  Dionyfius  Areopagita,  whom  the  fire 
would  not  touch,  but  i^ood  after  the  manner  of  a  (hip's  fail, 
filled  with  the  wind  about  them. 

Are  thcfe  things  according  to  the-  courfe  and  law  of  nature  ?  To 
what  fecret  and  natural  caufe  can  they  be  afcribed  ?  In  like  man- 
ner, wf!  find  the  vileft  and  fierce <l  of  wicked  men  have  been  with- 
held bv  an  invifiblc  hand  of  rcftraint,  from  injuring  the  I>.ord's  peo- 
ple. By  what  fecret  caufe  in  nature  was  Jeroboam's  hand  dried 
up,  and  made  inflexible  at  the  fame  inflant  it  was  ftretchcd  out 
againd  the  man  of  God  ?  i  Kin^s  xiii.  4.  No  wild  beafts  rend  and 
devour  their  prey  more  greedily,  than  wicked  men  would  dellrof 
the  people  of  (lod  that  dwell  among  them,  were  it  not  for  this 
providential  reftraint  upon  them.  So  the  Pfalmift  exprcflcs  his 
cafe  in  the  words  following  my  text,  «  My  foul  is  among  lions,  and 
"  I  lie  among  them  that  are  fet  on  fire."  The  difcipUs  were  fcnt 
forth  as  ftieep  in*  the  midft  of  ivolvesy  Mat.  x.  16.  It  will  not 
avail,  in  this  cafe,  to ,  obje<^  thofe  miraculous  events  depend  only 
upon  fcripture-teftimony,  which  the  atkeift  is  not  concluded  by: 
For  belides  all  that  may  be  allcdged  for  the  authority  of  that  tefti- 
mony,  (which  is  reediefs  to  produce  to  men  that  own  it)  what  is 
it  lefi  that  every  eye  fees,  or  may  fee  at  this  day  }  Do  we  not  be- 
hold a  weak,  dcfencekfs  handful  of  men,  wonderfully  and  (except 
this  way)  unaccountably  preferved  from  ruin  in  the;  midft  of  po- 
tent, enraged,  and  turbulent  enemies,  that  fain  would,  but  can- 
not, deftroy  them  \  when  as  yet,  no  natural  impediment  can  be 
afligned  why  they  cannot  ? 

♦  How  hard  was  Porphyry  put  to  it,  when,  in  {lead  of  a  better,  this  pretence 
liiuft  fervcthe  turn,  that  IVlofcs,  taking  the  advantage  of  a  lower  water,  unknown 
to  the  Egyptians,  j  iflVvi  over  the  people  thereat.  As  if  Mofcs,  a  llrangcr,  were 
better  acquainted  tijcre  than  tlie  Egyptian  natives.     Aifs  and  Moa,  Vol*  \.  p.  5J« 
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And  If  this  pofe  uS)  what  fhall  we  fay,  when  we  fee  events  pro- 
duced in  the  world  for  the  good  of  God's  chofen,  by  thofe  very 
bands  and  means  which  were  intentionally  employed  for  their  ruin? 
Thefe  things  are  as  much  bcfide  the  intentions  of  their  enemies,  as 
diey  are  above  their  own  expe^ations ;  yet,  fuch  things  are  no 
nuities  in  the  world.  Was  not  the  envy  of  Jofeph*s  brethren,  the 
curfed  plot  of  Haman,  and  the  decree  procured  by  the  envy  of  the 
princes  againft  Daniel,  with  many  more  of  the  like  nature,  all 
turned,  by  a  fecret  and  ftrange  hand  of  providence,  to  their  great- 
er advancement  and  benefit  ?  Their  enemies  lifted  them  up  to  all 
that  honour  and  preferment  they  had. 

Second  Demand, 

How  is  it  (if  the  faints'  concerns  are  not  ordered  by  a  fpecial  Di- 
vine providence)  that  natural  caufes  unite  and  ajpjciate  themselves 
jar  their  relief  and  benefit^  in  fo  Jirange  a  manner  as  they  are  found 
to  do  ?  It  is  undeniably  evident,  that  there  are  marvellous  co-inci- 
dcncies  of  providence,  confederating  and  agreeing  as  it  were  to 
meet  and  unite  themfelves  to  bring  about  the  good  of  God's  cho- 
fen. There  is  a  like  face  of  things  fliewing  itfelf  in  divers  places 
at  that  time  when  any  work  for  the  good  of  the  church  is  come 
upon  the  itage  of  the  world.  As  when  the  Meiliah,  the  capital 
mercy,  came  to  the  temple,  then  Simeon  and  Anna  were' brought 
thither  by  providence,  as  witnefTes  to  it.  So  in  reformation-work, 
when  the  images  were  pulled  down  in  Holland,  one  and  the  fame 
fpirit  of  zeal  poffeffed  them  in  every  city  and  tonvn^  that  the  work 
was  done  in  a  night.  He  that  heedfully  reads  the  hifiory  of  Jo- 
feptfs  advancement  to  be  lord  of  Egypt,  may  number  in  that  ftory 
twelve  remarkable  afts  or  fteps  of  providence,  by  which  he  afcend- 
ed  to  that  honour  and  authority:  If  but  one  of  them  had  failed,  in  all 
likelihood  the  event  had  done  fo  too  ;  but  every  one  fell  in  its  or- 
der, exadHy  keeping  its  own  time  and  place.  So  in  the  church's 
deliverance  from  the  plot  of  Haman;  we  find  no  lefs  than  feven 
acts  of  providence  concurring  ftrangely  to  produce  it,  as  if  they 
.had  all  met  by  appointment  and  confent  to  break  that  fhare  for 
them  J  one  thing  fo  aptly  fuiting  with,  and  making  way  for  another, 
that  every  heedful  obferver  muft  needs  conclude,  this  cannot  be 
the  effect  of  cafualty^  but  wife  counfeU  Even  as  in  viewing  the  ac- 
curate ffaruAure  of  the  body  of  a  man,  the  figure,  pofition,  and 
mutual  refjpcas  of  the  feveral  members  and  veflels,  have  convinced 
fome  (and  is  fufficient  to  convince  all)  that  it  was  the  efieft  of  Di- 
yme  wiiilom  and  power.  In  like  manner,  if  the  admirable  adapt- 
ing of  the  means  and  inflruments  employed  for  mercy  to  the  peo- 
ple of  God  be  heedfully  confidered,  who  can  but  confefs,  that  as 
there  are  tools  of  all  forts  and  fizes  in  the  (hop  of  providence,  fo 
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tbere  n  ft  moft  ikilfiil  hand  that  oies  them ;  and  that  they  coidd 
BO  more  produce  fuch  cffefts  of  thcmfelves,  than  the  axe,  faw,  or 
chtfel  can  cut  or  carve  a  rude  log  into  a  beautiful  figare^  without 
the  hand  of  a  ikilfal  artificer. 

We  find  by  manifold  infiances  that  there  certsanly  are  ftrong 
combinations  and  predifpofitions  of  perlbns  and  things,  to  briog 
about  fome  iffue  and  defign  for  the  benefit  of  the  church,  which 
thcmfelves  never  thought  of:  They  hold  no  intelligence,  commu- 
nicate not  their  counfels  to  each  other,  yet  meet  together  And 
work  together  as  if  they  did :  Which  is,  as  if  ten  men  Ihould  all  meet 
together  at  one  place,  and  in  one  hour,  about  one  and  the  fsme 
bulinefs>  and  that  without  any  fore-appointment  betwixt  thcm- 
felves :  Can  any  queftion,  but  fuch  a  meeting  of  means  and  in- 
ftniments  is  certainly,  though  fecretly,  over-ruled  by  fbme  wife  in- 
Vifible  agent. 

Third  Demand. 

If  the  concerns  of  God's  people  be  not  governed  by  a  fpccial 
providence,  Whence  is  it^  that  the  mo^  apt  and  powerful  means ^  ffl?- 
plcyyd  to  dejiroy  them^  are  rendered  int^^^eBual ;  and  weaky  contemptible 
means  employed  for  their  defence  and  comfort y  crowned  tvith  fuccefs  ? 
This  could  never  be,  if  things  were  wholly  fwayed  by  the  courfe 
of  nature. .  If  we  judge  by  that  rule,  we  muft  conclude  the  more 
apt  and  powerful  the  means  are,  the  more  fucceisful  and  profper- 
ous  they  muft  needs  be;  and  where  they  are  incpt^  weak,  and  con- 
temptible, nothing  can  be  expe^ed  from  them.  Thus  reafon  \xH 
it  according  to  the  rules  of  nature;  but  providence  crofles  its  {lands, 
as  Jacob  did  in  bleffing  the  fons  of  Jofeph,  and  orders  quite  con- 
trary iffues  and  events.  Such  was  the  mighty  power  and  deep 
policy  ufed  by  Pharaoh  to  de(h*oy  God's  Ifrael,  that  to  the  eye  of 
reafon  it  was  as  impoffible  to  furvive  it,  as  for  crackling  thorns  to 
abide  unponfumed  amidft  devouring  flames;  by  which  embleai, 
their  miraculous  prefervation  is  expreft,  Exod.  iii.  2.  thebuOi'was 
aU  in  a  flame,  but  no  confumption  of  it.  The  heathen  Roman 
emperors,  who  made  the  world  tremble,  and  iubdued  the  nations 
under  them,  have  employed  all  their  power  and  policy  againft  the 
poor,  naked,  defencelefs  church  to  ruin  it ;  yet  could  not  accom- 
plifh  it,  Rev.  xii.  3, 4.  O  the  fcas  of  blood  that  heathen  Rome  flied 
in  the  ten  perfecutions  »  Yet  the  church  lives  !  and  when  the  dra- 
gon gave  his  power  to  the  beaft.  Rev.  xiii.  2.  i.  e.  -the  ftate  ef 
Rome  became  anti-chriftian,  O  what  flaughters  have  been  made 
by  the  beaft  in  all  his  dominions  !  fo  that  the  Holy  Ghofl:  repre- 
fents  him  as  dfunkcn  with  the  blood  of  the  faints,  Rev.  xvii.  6. 
And  yet  all  will  not  do :  The  gates,  i.  e.  the  powers  and  policies 
of  beH  cannot  prevail  againft  it.    How  maoifeft  is  the  care  and 
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power  of  providence  herein  ?  Had  half  that  power  ^en  employed 
againft  any  other  people,  it  had  certainly  fwallowed  them  up  ion. 
mediately,  or  in  the  hundredth  part  of  the  time  worn  them  out*. 
How  foon  was  the  PeHian  monarchy  fwallowed  up  by  the'  Gre- 
cian, and  that  again  by  the  Roman  ?  Dioclefian  and  Maximine, 
in  the  .height  of  their  perfccution,  found  themfelves  fo  baffled  by 
providence,  that  they  both  refigned  the  government,,  and  lived  as 
private  men.  But  in  this  wonderful  prefervation,  God  makes 
good  that  promife,  Jcr.  xxx.  1 1.  "  Though  I  make  a  full  end  of  " 
«  all  nations,  yet  will  I  not  make  a  full  end  of  thee.**  And  that 
in  Ha.  liv.  17.  *<  No  weapon  formed  againft  thecfhall  profper." 

On  the  contrary,  how  fuccefsful  have  weak  and  contemptible 
means  been  made  for  the  good  of  the  church  ?  Thus  in  the  firft 
planting  of  Chriftianity  in  the  world,  by  what  weak  contemptible 
inftruments  was  it  done  ?  Chrift  did  not  chufe  the  eloquent  orators, 
or  men  of  authority  in  the  courts  of  kings  and  emperors^  but  twelve 
poor  mechanicSy  an3  fifliermen  •,  and  thefe  not  fcnt  together  in  a 
troop,  but  fome  to  take  one  country  to  conquer  it,  and  fomc 
another:  The  moft  ridiculous  courfc  (in  appearance)  for  fuchade- 
iign  as  could  be  imagined;  and  yet  in  how  fhort  a  time  was  the 
gofpel  fpread,  and  the  churches  planted  by  them  in  the  feveral 
kingdoms  of  the  world  i  This  the  Pfdlmift  forefaw  by  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy,  when  he  faid,  "  Oat  of  the  mouth  of  babes  and  fuck- 
*'  lings  haft  thoo  ordained  ftrength,  to  ftill  the. enemy  and  the 
"  avenger,"  Pfelm  viii.  2.  At  the  found  of  rams  horns  Jericho  is 
detivered  into  the  hands  of  Ifrael  ;  See  Jofh.  vi.  20.  By  three 
hundred  men  with,  their  pitchers  and  lamps,  the  huge  hoft  of 
Midian'is  difcomfited,  Judg.  vi.  19.  The  prof efla fits,  beficgcd  in 
Beziers  in  France,  are  delivered  by  a  drunken  drummer^  who,  going 
to  his  quarters  at  midnight,  rang  the  alarm-bell  of  the  town,  not 
knowing  what  he  did  ;  and  jnil:  then  were  their  enemies  making 
the  aifault.  And  as  weak  and  improbable  means  have  been  blefled 
with  Tuccefs  to  the  church  in  general,  fo  to  the  prefervation  of  its 
particular  ,menibers  alfo.  A  fpider  by  weaving  her  web  over  the 
mouth  of  an  oven,  ihall  hide  a  fervant  of  Chrift,  Du  Moulin^  from 
his  enemies,  who  took  refuge  there  in  that  bloody  Parifian  maflacre. 
Alien  (hall  fuftain  another  many  days  at  the  fame  time,  by  lodging 
her  egg  every  day  in  the  place  where  he  had  hid  himfelf  from  the 
cut-throats.  Examples  might  be  eaiily  multiplied  in  the  cafe  ;  but 
the  truth  is  too  plnin  and  obvious  to  the  obfervation  of  all  ages,  to 
need  them.  And,  can  we  but  acknowledge  a  divine  and  fpecial 
providence  over-ruling  thefe  matters,  when  we  fee  the  moft  apt 
and  potent  means  for  the  church's  ruin  fruftrated,  and  the  moft 

*  Ads  and  Mon.  VoL  III.  p.  974. 
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filly,  and  contemptible  means  fucceeded  and  profpered  for  its  good  ? 

Fourth  Demands 

If  all  things  be  governed  by  the  courfe  of  nature,  and  force  of 
natural  caufcs,  How  then  comes  it  to  pafs^  that  men  are  turned  (like  a 
howl  by  a  rub)  out  of  the  ivay  oj  evil^  unto  which  they  tvere  driving  en 
with  full  fpeed  ?  Good  men  have  been  engaged  in  the  way  to  their 
own  ruin»  and  knew  it  not ;  but  providence  hath  met  them  in  the 
way»  and  preferved  them  by  ftrange  diverfions ;  the  meaning  of 
which  they  underfVood  not,  until  the  event  difcovered  it.  Paul 
lay  bound  at  Casfarea;  the  high  prie/l  2Xid  chief  of  the  Jews  requeft 
Feftus,  that  he  might  be  brought  bound  to  Jerufalcmj^  having  laid 
wait  in  the  way  to  kill  him :  But  Feilus  (though  ignorant  of  the 
plot)  utterly  reAifes  it,  but  chufes  rather  to  go  with  him  to  Ca^farea, 
and  judge  him  there.  By  this  rub,  their  bloody  defign  is  fruftrat- 
ed>  Adts  XXV.  3,  4. 

*  Poffidonius,  in  the  life  of  Auguftine^  tells  us,  that  the  good 
father  going  to  teach  the  people  of  a  certain  town,  took  a  guide 
with  him,  to  (hew  him  the  way  :  The  guide  miftook  the  ufiialroad, 
and  ignorantly  fell  into  a  by-pathy  by  which  means  he  eicaped  ruin 
by  the  hands  of  the  bloody  ponatifi,  who,  knowing  his  intention, 
way-laid  him,  to  kill  him  in  the  road. 

And  as  memorable  and  wonderful  are  thefe  rubs  and  diverfions 
wicked  men  have  met  with  in  the  way  of  perpetrating  the  evils  con- 
ceived and  intended  in  their  own  hearts,  f  Laban  and  Efaucome 
againft  Jacob  with  mifchievous  purpofes ;  but  no  fooner  are  they 
come  nigh  him,  but  the  (hackles  of  reftraint  are  immediately  cla^ 
upon  them  both,  fo  that  theiv  hands  cannot  perform  their  enter- 
prizes.  Balaam  runs  greedily,  for  reward,  to  curfe  Ifrael;  but 
meets  with  an  unexpedled  check  at  his  very  out-fet,  and  though 
that  ftopt  him  not,  but  he  effayed  every  way  to  do  them  mifchief, 
yet  he  ftill  finds  himfelf  fettered  by  an  efifefhial  bond  of  reftraint, 
that  he  can  noway  ihakeoff.  Num.  xxii.  25, — 38.  Saul,  the  high 
prieft's  blood-hound,  breathes  out  threatnings  againft  the  church, 
and  goes  with  a  bloody  commiftion  towards  Damafcus,  to  hale  the 
poor  flock  of  Chrift  to  the  flaughter ;  but  when  he  comes  nigh  the 
place,  he  meets  an  unexpedled  ftop  in  the  way,  by  which  the 
mifchief  is  not  only  diverted,  but  himfelf  converted  to  Chrift,  AAs 
ix.  I,  2,  3,4.  Who  can  but  fee  the  finger  of  God  in  thefe 
things ! 

Fifth  Demand. 

If  there  be  not  an  over-ruling  providence,  ordering  all  things  for 

•   Po£id,  in  vii.  jiug,  7.  (»f.  X  J, 

f  Gen.  xxii.  24. 
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the  good  of  God*8  people^  How  comes  it  to  pap ^  that  the  goodi'and 
evU  which  is  done  to  them  in  this  worlds  is  accordingly  repaid  into  the 
hof&ms  of  them  that  are  in/lrumental  therein  f 

I.  How  dear  is  it  to  every  man's  obfervation,  that  the  kindnefibs 
and  benefits  any  have  done  to  the  Lord's  people,  have  been  re- 
warded with  full  meafure  into  their  bofoms  ?  The  Egyptian  mid* 
mves  reiufed  to  obey  Pharaoh's  inhuman  command^  and  faved  the 
male-children  of  Ifrael :  for  this  the  Lord  dealt  well  wkh  them; 
and  built  them  houfes,  £xod.  i.  2 1 .  The  Shtmamite  was  hofpitable 
and  careful  for  Eliihaj  and  God  recompenfcd  it  with  the  defiraMe 
enjoyment  of  a  fon,  2  Kings  iv.  9,  17*  3  r.  Rahab  hid  the  f^iesi 
and  was  exempted  from  the  common  defbuftion  for  it,  Heb.  xi.  3  r. 
PuWius,  the  chief  man  of  the  ifland  Melita,  courteoufly  recehed 
and  lodged  Paul  after  hi^  ftiipwreck ;  the  Lord  fpcedily  repayed 
him  for  that  kindnefs,  and  healed  his  fathei',  who  lay  fick  at  that 
time  of  a  bloody  flux  and  fever,  Afts  xxviii.  7,  8. 

In  like  manner,  we  find  the  evils  done  to  God's  people  have 
been  repaid,  by  a  juft  retribution,  to  their  enemies*. 

Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptians  were^cruel  enemies  to  God's  Ifraei^ 
and  defigned  the  ruin  of  their  poor  innocent  babes }  and  God  re* 
p^d  it,  in  fmiting  all  the  firft-born  of  Egypt  in  one  night,  Exod; 
xiL  i9« 

Haman  ereAed  a  gallows,  jSfty  cubits  high,  for  good  M'ordecai  $ 
and  God  fo  ordered  it,  that  he  himfelf  and  his  ten  fons  were 
hanged  on  it ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  but  meet  that  he  ihould  eat  the 
fruit  of  that  tree  which  he  himfelf  had  planted,  Efth.' vii.  10. 

Ahithophel  plots  againfl  David,  and  gives  counfel  like  an  orachy 
how  to  procure  his  fall  5  and  that  very  counfel,  like  a  furcharged 
gun,  recoils  upon  himielf,  and  procures  his  ruin :  for,  feehrg  his 
good  counfel  rcjefted  (good  politically,  not  morally)  it  was  now 
eafy  for  him  to  guefs  at  the  ifllie,  and  fo  at  his  own  fate,  2  Sam. 
xvii.  23.  '    ' 

Charles  the  ninthy  moft  inhumanely  made  the  very  canals  of  Paris 
to  (beam  with  Proteflant  blood  ;  and  foon  after  he  died  miferablyj 
his  bk)od  fireaming  from  all  parts  of  his  body. 

Stephen  Gardiner,  that  burnt  fo  many  of  God's  dear  fervants 
to  afhes^  was  himfelf  fo  fcorched  up  by  a  terrible  inflammation,  that 
his  very  tongue  wsis  black,  and  hung  out  of  his  mouth  ;  and,  in 
dreadful  torments,  ended  his  wretched  days. 

Maxio^nus,  that  cruel  emperor,  who  fet  forth  his  proclama- 

VoL.  IVi  Z  z 

•  If  we  tAamine  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  from  the  beginning  of  it  do'wn  toour 
times,  we  fluU  meet  with  remarkable  iniUnces  of  God*8  judgmcBt  upon  iiiuien. 
A^td.NaS.TbetLp.l^t. 
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tion»  engraven  in  hraist  for  the  utter  abolifliing  of  ttie  ChrifKaii 
religion,  was  fpeedily  fmicten,  like  Herod,  with  a  dreadful  judg- 
ment ;  fwanns  of  lice  preying  upon  his  entrails^  an4  caufing  fuch 
H  ftenchi  that  hts  phyficians  could  not  endure  to  come  nigh  him, 
and,  for  refiifing  it,  were  (lain.  Hundreds  of  like  inftances  might 
eaiily  be  produced,  to  confirm  this  obfervation.  And  who  can  but 
fee  by  theie  things,  that  «  verily  there  is  a  God  that  jndgctfa  in  the 
•*  earth  P" 

Tea,  fo  exaA  have  been  the  retrihutums  of  providence  to  the 
en^nies  of  the  church,  that  not  only  the  fame  perfons,  but  the 
lame  members  that  have  been  th.tinftrumeiUs  of  tmfchief^  have  been 
made  the  fuije&i  of  wrath. 

The  fame  arm  which  Jeroboam  (hetched  out  to  finite  the  Pro- 
phet, God  fmites.  The  emperor  Aurelian,  when  he  was  ready  to 
fiiUcribe  the  ediA  for  the  periecution  of  the  Chriftians,  was  ibd- 
denly  crampt  in  his  knuckles,  that  he  could  not  write*. 

Mr  Greenhill,  in  his  ezpofition  upon  Ezek.  xL  13.  telb  his  au- 
ditory, that  there  was  one  then  prefent  in  the  congregatbn,  who 
^was  an  eyc-witnefs  of  a  woman  fcof&ng  at  another  for  purity  and 
holy  walking,  who  had  her  tongue  ftriken  immediately  with  the 
pally,  and  died  thereof  within  two  days. 

Henry  the  fecond  of  France,  in  a  great  rage  againft  a  Pnt^lafd 
munfdhr^  committed  him  to  the  hands  of  one  of  his  nobles,  to  be 
impiifoned;  and  that  with  theie  words,  that  he  would  fee  himhimt 
nvUb  his  own  eyes  :  but  mark  the  righteous  providence  of  God! 
within  a  few  days  after,  the  fame  nobleman,  with  a  lance  put  in- 
to his  hands  by  the  king,  did,  at  a  tilting  match,  run  the  faid  kiog 
into  one  of  his  eyes,  whereof  he  died. 

Tea>  providence  hath  made  the  very  place  of  finning  the  place 
of  punilhment;  1  Kings  xzi.  19.  <<  In  the  place  where  the  dogi 
«  licked  the  blood  of  Naboth,  fhall  dogs  lick  thy  blood:"  and  it 
was  exadly  folfiUed,  2  Kings  ix.  26.  Thus  Tophet  is  made  a 
burying-place  for  the  Jews,  until  there  is  no  room  to  bury ;  and 
that  was  the  place  where  they  had  offered  up  their  fons  to  Moloch, 
Jer.  vii.  31,  32.  The  ftory  of  Nightingale  b  generally  known, 
which  Mr  Fox  relates,  how  he  fell  out  of  the  pulpit,  and  brake 
his  neck,  whiiil  he  was  abufing  that  fcripture,  i  ]<Akn  L  10. 

And  thus  the  fcriptures  are  made  good  by  providence*  <<  Whofb 
'*  diggeth  a  pit  (hall  fall  therein  j  and  he  that  roUeth  a  ftone,  it 
•<  ihaii  return  upon  him,"  Prov.  xxvi.  27.  and  Mat.  viL  2.  «  With 
«  what  meafure  you  mete,  it  (ball  be  meafured  to  you  again.* 

ObjeSion.     If  any  yet  fay,  Thefe  things  may  fall  out  cafuailj .-  thai 


*  ErfA.  /.  7.  A^.  39. 
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manf  thmfands  of  the  church* s  enemies  have  died  in  peace ^  ami  iieir  end 
teen  ike  that  of  other  men. 

Solution.  We  anfwer  with  Aaguftine  \  If  no  fin  were  puniflied 
heret  no  providence  would  be  believed  %  and  if  every  fin  fliould 
be  punUbed  here,  no  judgment  would  beezpeded.  But  that  none 
may  think  thefe  events  to  be  merely  cafual  and  accidentalt  we  yet 
£uther  demand : 

Sixth  Demand. 

If  thefe  things  be  merely  cafual,  How  is  it  that  they  fquare  and 
agree  fo  exafUy  with  the  fcriptures  in  all  particulars  ? 

We  read,  Ajnos  iii.  3.  *<  Can  two  walk  together  ejccept  they  be 
"  agreed  ?"  If  two  men  travel  inT  one  road,  it  is  likely  they  are 
agreed  to  go  to  the  fame  place.  Providences  and  fcriptures  go  all 
one  way :  and  if  they  feem  at  any  time  to  go  divers  or  contrary 
ways,  be  fiu*e  they  will  meet  at  the  journey's  end :  there  is  an 
agreement  betwixt  them  fo  to  do. 

Doth  God  miraculoufly  fufpend  the  power  of  natural  caufes,  as 
in  Xhtjirji  demand  was  opened  ?  Why,  this  is  no  accidental  thing, 
but  what  harmonizeth  with  the  word ;  Ifa.  xliii.  2.  <<  When  thou 
*'  pafleft  throufih  the  waters  I  will  be  with  thee  \  and  through  the 
"  rivers,  they  £all  not  overflow  thee.  When  thou  walked  through 
*<  the  fire  thoa  (halt  not  be  burnt,  neither  ihaU  the  flame  kindle 
"  upon  the^." 

Do  natural  caufes  unite  and  afl[bdate  themfelves  for  the  good  of 
God's  people  ?  Why,  this  is  no  more  than  what  is  contained  in  the 
promifes,  and  is  but  the  fulfilling  of  that  fcripture,  i  Cor.  iii.  22. 
"  Ail  is  yours,  for  ye  are  Chrift's ;"  1.  e.  the  ufe,  benefit,  and 
fervice  of  all  the  creatures  are  for  you,  as  your  need  (hall  re* 
quire. 

Are  the  moft  apt  and  powerfiil  means  employed  for  their  ruin . 
fruftrated  ?  Who  can  but  fee  the  fcriptures  fulfilled  in,  and  ex- 
pounded by  fuch  providences  ?  See  Ifa.  xlv.  15,  16,  17.  and  idii* 
7,  8,  9, 10.  expounded  by  2Sjngs  xviii.  17,  etfeq. 

See  you  at  any  time  a  rub  of  providence  diverting  the  courie  of 
good  men  firom  falling  into  evil,  or  wicked  men  from  committing  * 
evil :  ,how  loudly  do  iuch  providences  proclaim  the  truth  and  cer- 
tainty of  the  fcriptures,  which  tell  us,  <<  That  the  way  of  man  is 
*^  not  in  himfelf,  neither  is  it  in  him  that  walks  to  dire  A  his  fteps?^ 
Jer.  X.  23.  and  that  in  Prov.  xvi.  9.  <<  A  man's  heart  devifeth  his 
««  way  5  but  the  Lord  direftcth  his  fteps." 

Do  you  (ee  adequate  retributions  made  to  thofe  than  bjure  or 
befriend  the  people  of  God  ?  Why,  when  you  fee  all  the  kindneis 
and  love  they  have  fhown  the  faints,  returned  with  an  overplus  in- 
to their  bofoms  ?  How  is  it  poi&ble  but  you  muft  fee  the  accom- 
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ptifliinent  of  thofe  fcriptures  in  fuch  providences,  Ifiu  xzxii.  8* 
2  Cor.  ix.  6.  <<  The  \iberdl  foul  devifeth  liberal  things,  and  by  li- 
«  beral  things  he  fliall  ftand.'* 

And  when  you  fee  the  evils  men  have  done,  or  intended  to  do 
to  the  Lord's  people,  recoiling  upon  themfelves;  he  is  pcrfcftly 
blind  that  fees  not  the  harmony  fuch  providences  bear  with  thefc 
fcriptures,  Piai.  cxl.  ii,  I2.  and  vii.  14,  15,  16.  andix.  16. 

O  what  cx<i£l  proportions  do  providences  and  fcriptures  hold ! 
Little  (jo  men  take  notice  of  it.  Why  did  Cyrus,  contrary  to  all 
rules  of  ftate-policy,  freely  difmifs  the  captives,  but  to  fulfil  that 
fcripture,  Il'a-  xlv.  1 3.  So  that  it  was  well  obferved  by  one,  That 
tis  God  hath  ftretched  out  the  txpanfum  or  firmament  over  the  na- 
tural, ib  he  hath  ftretched  out  his  word  over  the  rational  world. 
And  as  the  creatures  on  earth  are  influenced  by  thofe  heavenly  bo- 
dies, fo  are  all  creatures  in  the  world  influenced  by  the  word,  and 
do  infallibly  fulfil  it  when  they  defign  to  cro&  it* 

Seventh  Demand, 

If  thefe  things  be  contingent.  How  is  it  that  they  fall  out  in  fuch 
remarkable  nichs  and  jiinBures  of  time ^  which  makes  them  Jo  greatly  dh 
fervable  to  all  that  cotiftder  ihenu 

We  find  a  multitude  of  providences  fo  timed  to  a  minate, 
that  had  they  fallen  out  never  fo  little  fooncr,  or  later,  they  had 
.fir.nified  but  little  to  what  now  they  do.  Certainly  it  cannot  be  ca- 
fial  V,  but  counfel  that  fo  exaftly  rficks  the  opportunity:  contin- 
gencies keep  to  no  rules*. 

How  remarkable  to  this  purpofe  was  the  tidings  brought  to  Saul, 
that  the  PhiliOines  bad  invaded  the  land  ?  1  Sam.  xxiii.  27.  juft 
as  he  was  ready  to  grafp  the  prey.  The  angel  calls  to  Abraham, 
and  fhcws  him  another  facrifice,  juft  when  his  h^nd  was  giving 
the  fatal  ftroke  to  Ifaac,  Gen.  xxii.  i  c,  i  x .  A  well  of  water  is  dii- 
co^e^ed  to  Hagar  juft  when  fhe  had  left  the  child,  as  not  able  to 
fee  his  death,  Gen;  xxix.  16,  19.  Rabfhakeh  meets  with  a  biaft- 
Jng  providence,  hears  a  rumour  that  fruftrated  his  defign,  juft 
when  ready  to  give  the  (hock  againft  Jerufalem,  Ifa.  xxxvii.  7,  8. 
So  when  Haman's  plot  againft  the  Jews  was  ripe,  and  all  things 
ready  for  execution ;  "  on  that  night  could  not  the  king  fleep,** 
Ifther  vi.  i.  When  the  horns  are  ready  to  gore  Judah,  imme- 
diately carpenters  are  prepared  to  fray  them  away,  Zech.  i.  18, 
19,  20,  21.  How  remarkable  was  the  relief  of  RodicI,  by  a 
Jfjoaloi  fjlj  that  came  into  the  harbour,  when  they  were  ready  to 

♦  Ccminp^-Rcifs  arc  to  be  cftimatcd  from  their  immediate,  fecond,  and  panic u- 
4ar  caufes,  and  not  from  the  firfi  and  iiDiTerfal  eaufc,  in  refped  of  whma  nothing 
ia  contingent ;  but  all  things  ncoefikry  by  the  cucflkj  of  immuubility,  ooc  of 
chance.     fVcndeL  TieoL  /.  13. 
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jimflk  with  famine^  ftich  as  they  never  obferved  beforej  nor  after 
that  time.  Mr  Dod  could  not  go  to  bed  one  night,  but  had  a 
ftrong  impulfc  to  vifit,  though  unfeafonabdyj  a  neighbour  gentle- 
man ;  and  juft  as  he  came  he  meets  him  at  his  door  with  an  halter 
in  his  pocket  juft  going  to  hang  hhnftjlf.  Dr  Tate  and  his  wife,  ia 
the  IriCh  reheU'wny  flying  through  the  woods  with  a  fucking  child> 
which  was  juft  ready  to  cxpn*e ;  the  mother  going  to  reft  it  upon  i 
rock,  puts  her  hand  upon  a  bottle  of  warm  milk,  by  whkh  k  was 
preferved.  A  good  woman  (from  whofe  mouth  I  received  it) 
being  driven  to  a  great  extremity,  all  fupphes  failing,  was  exceeding- 
ly plunged  into  unbelieving  doubts  and  fears,  not  feeing  whence 
lnpplics  could  come'j  when  lo !  at  that  very  time,  by  torniag  fomc  - 
things  in  a  cheiV,  unexpe^edly  lights  upon  a  piece  of  gold,  which 
fiipplted  her  prefent  wants,  till  God  opened  another  door  of  fiipply. 
If  thefe  things  fall  out  cafually,  how  is  it  they  obferve  time  fo  very 
exaftlyf  As  that  it  is  become  proverbial  in  fcripture.  Gen.  zxii.  14. 
<<  In  the  mount  of  the  Lord  it  ihail  be  feen." 

Eighth  Demand.         , 

Za/f/|i,  Were  theftthings  cafual  and  contingent,  howcanitbe,that 
they  fliould  fall  out  fo  immediately  upon,  and  confonantly  to  tho 
prayers  of  the  faints  ?  So  that,  in  many  providences,  they  af e  able 
to  difcem  a  very  clear  anfwer  to  their  prayers,  and  are  fure  they 
have  the  petitions  they  afked  of  him,  1  John  v.  15. 

Thus  when  the  fea  divided  itfelf  juft  upon  Ifrael'scry  to  heaven^ 
£xod.  xiv.  lo.  When  fo  fignal  a  victory  is  given  to  A&,  immedi- 
ately upon  that  pathetical  cry  to  heaven,  "  Help  us,  O  Lord  our 
"  God  I  2  Chron.  xiv.  11,  I2.  When  Ahithophel  (hall  go  and 
hang  himfelf,  juft  upon  that  prayer  iof  difh'efled  David,  2  Sam. 
XV.  31.  WhenHaman  ihall  &11,  and  his  plot  be  broken,  juft  up- 
on the  faft  kept  by  Mordecai  ^nd  Efther,  Efther  iv.  i6.  Our 
own  Speed,  in  his:hiftory  of  Britain  tells  us,  that  Richard  L  be-  . 
fieged  a  caftle  wich  his  army^  they  o&red*  to  furrender,  if  he 
would  fave  their  Hves :  he  refiifes,  and  threatens  to  hang  them  all ; 
«pon  this  an  Arabalafter  charged  .his  bow  with  a  fquare  arrow^ 
making  fiHl  his  prayer  to  God  that  he  would  direct  the  (hot,  and 
deliver  the  innocent  firom  oppreflion ;  it  ftruck  the  king  himfelf^ 
whereof  he  died,  and  they  were  delivered.  Abraham's  fervant 
prayed  for  fuccefs ;  and  fee  how  it  was  anfwered.  Gen.  xxiv.  45. 
Peter  was  caft  into  prifon,  and  prayer  was  made  for  him  by  the 
church,  and  iee  the  event,  A£h  xii.  5,  6,  7,  12.  I  could  eaftly 
Idd  to  thefe  the  wonderful  examples  of  the  return  of  prayers  which 
was  obferved  vin  Luther  and  Dr  Winter  in  Ireland,  and  many 
more ;  but  I  judge  it  needlefs,  becaufe  moft  Chriftians  have  a  ftock 
of  experience  of  their  own,  and  arc  wcH  affured  that  many  of  the 
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providences  thaf  befal them  are,  and  can  be  no  odier  dian  tbere* 
turn  of  their  prayers. 

And  now  who  can  be  diflatisfied  in  this  point  that  wifelj  confi- 
der  thefe  things  ?  Mult  we  not  conclude  as  it  is  Job  xxxvL  7.  <•  He 
<«  withdraweth  not  his  eye  from  the  righteous :"  And  as  2  Chron. 
xvi.  9«  **  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to  and  fro  through  the  whole 
<*  earth,  to  fliew  himfelf  ftrong  in  the  behalf  of  them  whofe 
<<  heart  is  perfect  towards  him  f*  His  providences  proclaim  him  to 
be  a  God  hearing  prayers* 

The  ficond  general  head^ 

tlaving  proved,  That  the  concernments  of  the  faints  in  this 
world  are  certainly  con4u£ted  by  the  wifdom  and  care  of  a  fpedal 
providence  \  my  next  work  is  to  fhew  you.  In  tvbai  qfmrs  and  cen^ 
cems  of  theirs  the  providence  of  God  doth  more  ejpeciaily  e^pear  ;  or 
v/hat  are  the  moft  remarkable  performances  of  providence  for  t^m  in  this 
nvarld. 

And  here  I  am  not  led,  direAly  by  my  text,  to  fpeak  of  the  moft 
internal  and  fpiritual  performances  of  providence,  immediately  re- 
lating to  the  fouls  of  hb  people  i  though  they  all  relate  to  their 
ibuls  mediately  and  eventually }  but  of  the  more  vifible  and  exter- 
nal performances  of  providence  for  them :  And  it  is  not  to  be  fop- 
pofed  I  fhould  touch  all  thefe  neither  *,  they  are  more  than  the 
lands }  but  that  which  I  aim  at  is  to  diicourie  to  you  fbme  more 
fpedal  and  more  obfervable  performances  of  providence  for  y(M. 
And  we  fhaU  begin  at  the  beg^ning. 

The  Jlr/l  performance  of  providence* 

1.  And,  Firfl^  Let  us  confider  how  well  providence  hath  per- 
formed the  fiHl  work  that  ever  it  did  for  us  in  o^  formation  and 
proteffion  in  the  womb.  Certainly  this  is  a  very  glorious  and  admi- 
rable per£Drmance ;  it  is  what  the  Pfahnift  admires,  Pfal.  rxxxix. 
1 5.  <<  My  fubftance  was  not  hid  from  thee  when  I  vras  made  in  fe- 
**  cret,  and  curioufly  wrought  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth.** 
The  womb  is  fo  called  upon  this  account,  becauie  as  curious  aitifls, 
when  they  have  fome  choice  piece  in  hand,  perfect  it  in  private, 
and  then  bring  it  into  the  light  for  all  to  gaze  at  %  fo  it  was  here. 
And  there  are  two  things  admirable  in  this  performance  of  provi* 
dence  for  us. 

1 .  *  The  rare  flru£hire  and  excellent  compoiition  of  the  body ; 
J  am  wonderfully  made  ;  that  word  ^nnpi  is  very  full.  The  vulgar 
renders  it,  painted  as  with  a  needle^  i.  e*  richly  embroidered  with 

*  A  metaphor  from  thufc  that  work  in  curioas  needle-work.  The  ImA  b>^ 
■lade  all  things  in  nttmbcr*  weight,  and  mealurek 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


Tie  Mj/kry  of  PrmnJknu.  ^^ 

nerves  and  veins*  O  the  curious  workmanfliip  that  is  in  that  one 
part,  the  ey^!  how  hath  it  forced  fome  to  acknovrledge  a  God  up- 
on the  examination  of  it  1  Providence,  when  it  went  about  tliis 
work,  had  its  model  or  pattern  before  it,  according  to  which  it 
moulded  every  part,  as  it  is,  ver.  i6.  *<  In  thy  book  were  all  my 
«  members  written."  Haft  thou  an  integral  perfcAion  and  fiilne&of 
members?  It  is  becaufe  he  wrote  them  all  in  his  book,  or  limned  out 
thy  body,  according  to  that  exaA  model  which  he  drew  of  thee  in 
his  own  gracious  purpofe,  before  thou  hadft  a  being :  had  an  eye, 
ao  ear,  a  hand,  a  foot  been  wanting  in  the  platform,  thou  hadft 
now  been  fadly  fenfible  of  the  defeft :  this  world  had  been  but  a 
dungeon  to  thee,  without  thofe  windows :  thou  hadft  lived,  as  ma- 
ny do,  an  objeA  of  pity  to  others :  If  thou  haft  low  thoughts  of 
this  mercy,  aik  the  blind,  the  deaf,  the  lame,  and  the  dumb,  the 
value  and  worth  of  thofe  mercies,  and  they  will  tell  thee.  There 
is  a  world  of  coft  beftowed  upon  thy  very  body.  Thou  mighteft 
have  been  caft  into  another  mould,  and  created  a  worm  or  a  toad« 
I  remember  Luther*  tells  us  of  two  cardinals,  riding  in  great  pomp 
to  the  council  of  Conftance,  aud  by  the  way  they  heard  a  man  in 
the  fields  bitterly  weeping  and  wailing:  when  they  came  to  hiib^ 
they  found  him  intently  viewing  an  ugly  toad  $  and,  aiking  him 
why  he  wept  fo  bitterly  ?  he  told  them  his  heart  was  melted  with 
this  confideration,  that  God  had  not  made  him  fuch  a  loathfome 
and  deformed  creature.  Hoc  efi  quod  amarejlto,  faid  he.  Where- 
upon one  of  them  cries  out.  Well  {aid  the  father,  Surgunt  indoSi^ 
{5*  rapient  coelum,  the  unlearned  will  rife  and  take  heaven,  and  we, 
with  all  our  learning,  ihall  be  caft  into  hell.  No  part  of  the  com* 
mon  lump  was  fo  figured  and  polilhed  as  num  is.  Galenf  gave 
Epicurus  an  hundred  years  time  to  imagine  a  more  commodious 
fituation,  configuration,  or  compofition  of  any  one  member  of  a 
human  body.  And  if  all  the  angels  had  ftudied  to  this  day,  they 
could  not  have  caft  the  body  of  man  into  a  more  curious  mould. 

2.  And  yet  all  this  is  but  the  enamelling  of  the  cafe,  or  polifli- 
iag  the  caiket  wherein  the  rare  jewel  lies.  Providence  hath  not 
only  built  the  houie,  but  brought  the  inhabitant  (I  mean  the  foul) 
into,  the  poflelSon  of  it.  A  glorious  piece  it  is,  that  bears  the  very 
im9ge  of  God  upon  it,  being  all  in  all,  and  all  in  every  part«  How 
noble  are  its  ^ulties  and  affections !  How  nimble,  various,  and 

*— — .^^i— — ^^— ^^l^^^— ■—     ■  II      I       I       I  II—— — — — ^H^i— ^— .w^ 

*  laftber  i»  Seriimm  pretepU 

t  There  are  fome  members  that  are  raJJeal,  as  the  liyer,  heart,  and  brain ;  in 
thefe  are  placed  the  natural,  viul,  and  animal  fpirits ;  thefe  fpirits  are  carried  by 
the  raaty  arteries  and  nerves.  The  veins  carry  the  natural  fpirlts  from  the  liver, 
the  arteries  the  vital  fpirits  from  the  heart;  the  nerves  the  animal  fpirits  from  the 
hnhi,  Other  members  are  official,  as  the  hands  and  feet;  the  fnperior  ruU 
the  iafcriar,  and  the  iniierior  fnpport  the  fuperior.    Jm  vjfJm  h^  ihau  m^  Hnm 
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indefatigable  are  its  motions !'  How  comprehendve  b  its  capacity  I 
It  is  a  companion  for  angels,  nay,  capable  of  eipoufals  to  ChriAi 
and  eternal  communion  with  God;  It  is  the  wonder  of  earth,  and 
the  envy  of  hell. 

Suppofe  now  (and  why  (houid  you  not  fuppofe  what  yon  fo  fre- 
quently behold  in  the  world  ?)  that  providence  had  fo  permitted 
and  ordered  it,  that  thy  foul  had  entered  into  thy  body  with  one 
or  two  of  its  faculties  wounded  and  defeftive :  fuppofe  its  under- 
handing  had  been  cracked,  what  a  miferable  life  hadft  thou  lived 
in  this  world  ?  neither  capable  o( fervid  nor  comfort.  And,  truly, 
when  I  have  confidered  thofe  works  of  providence,  in  bringing  in- 
to the  world,  in  all  countries,  and  ages,  (bme  fuch  fpe£hcles 
of  pity ;  fome  deprived  of  the  ufe  of  reafon,  and  difiering  from 
beafts  in  little  more  than  fhape  and  figure ;  and  others,  though 
found  in  their  underftandings,  yet  deformed  or  defe£live  in  their 
bodies,  monftrous,  milhapen,  and  loathfome  creatures  ;- 1  can  re- 
fblve  the  defign  of  this  providence  into  nothing  befide  a  demon* 
firation  of  his  Sovereign  power  5  except  they  be  defigned  as  foils, 
tofet  off  the  beauty  of  other  rare  and  exquifite  pieces,  and  intend- 
ed to  fland  before  your .  eyes,  as  monitors  of  God*s  mercy  to  you, 
that  your  hearts  (as  oft  a3  you  beheld  them)  might  be  melted  into 
thankfiilnefs  for  fo  dif^itiguiihing  a  favour  to  you. 

Look  then  (but  not  proudly)  ijpon  thy  out-fide  and  in-frde*,  fee 
and  admire  what  providence  hath  done  for  thee,  and  how  well  it 
hath  performed  the  firft  fervice  that  ever  it  did  for  thee  in  this 
world.  And  yet,  this  was  not  all  it  did  for  thee  before  thou  faw- 
cft  this  world :  it  preferved  thee  as  well  as  formed  thee  in  the 
womb  5  elfe  thou  hadft  been  as  thofe  embryo^s  Job  fpeaks  of,  Job 
iii.  16.  •«  that  never  faw  the  light."  jibortives  go  for  nothing  in 
the  world  5  and  there  are  multitudes  of  them,  fome  that  never 
had  a  reafonable  foul  breathed  into  them ;  but  only  the  rudiments 
and  rough  draught  of  the  body  :  thefe  come  not  into  the  account 
of  men,  but  perifh  as  the  beaft  doth.  Others  that  die  in,  or  (hort- 
ly  after  jthey  come  out  of  the  womb ;  and  though  their  life  was  but 
for  a  moment,  yet  that  moment  entails  an  eternity  upon  them. 
And  had  this  been  your  cafe,  as  it  is  the  cafe  of  millions,  then 
(fuppoiing  your  falvation)  yet  had  you  been  utterly  unfcrviceaWe 
to  God  in  the  world  :  none  had  been  the  better  for  you,  nor  yoa 
the  better  for  any  in  the  world :  you  had  been  utterly  incapable 
for  all  that  good,  which,  throughout  your  life,  you  have  cither 
done  to  others,  or  received  from  others. 

And  if  we  confider  the  nature  of  that  obfcure.  life  we  Uvcd  in 
the  womb  5  how  fmall  an  accident  (had  it  been  permitted  by  pro- 
vidence) had  extinguifhed  our  life,  like  a  bird  in  the  fhcll :  we 
cannot  therefore  but  admire  the  tender  care  of  p*ovidcncc  over 
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u$,  and  fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  cxxxix.  13.  *'  Thoti  haft  co- 
«<  vered  mc  in  my  mother's  womb  'P  and  not  only  fo,  but  as  itis^ 
Pfal.  xxii.  9.  **  Thou  art  he  that  took  mc  out  of  my  mother's 
«  wpmb/^  He  prcfcrvcd  thee  there  to  the  fulnefs  of  time  \  and, 
when  that  time  was  come,  brought  thee  fafely  through  manifold 
hazards,  into  that  place  in  the  world,  which  he  from  eternity  efpied 
for  thee.  ^  Which  leads  us  to  the  fecond  performance. 

The  fecond  pifformance  ef prwidenct* 

n.  The  fecond  great  performance  of  providence,  for  the  people 
of  God,  rcfpcfts  the  place  and  time  in  which  it  ordered  their  nati- 
vity to  fall.  And,  truly,  this  is  no  fmall  copcernment  to  every 
one  of  us  J  but  of  vaft  confcquence,  cither  to  our  good  or  evil, 
though  it  be  little  minded  by  moft  men.  I  am  perfuaded,  the 
thoughts  of  few  Clu'iftiaiis  penetrate  deep  enough  into  this  pro- 
vidence; but  Aide  too  flightly  and  fuperficially  over  an  abyfs  of 
much  mercy,  rich  and  manifold  mercy,  vn^pt  up  in  thb  gracious 
performance  of  providence  for  them. 

Ah,  friends !  Can  you  think  it  an  indifferent  thing,  into  what 
part  dF  the  world  the  womb  of  nature  had  caft  you  out  ?  Is  there 
no  odds,  upon  what  (pot  of  the  creation,  or  what  age  of  the  world 
your  lot  had  fallen  ?  It  may  be,  you  have  not  ferioufly  bethought 
yourfclves  about  tins  matter.  And  becaufe  this  point  is  fb  feldoni 
touched,  I  vnll  therefore  dive  a  little  more  particularly  and  dif- 
tinftly  into  it,  and  endeavour  to  warm  your  affedlions  with  a  re- 
prefentation  of  the  many  and  rich  benefits  you  owe  to*  this  one per^ 
formance  of  providence  for  you. 

And  we  will  confider  it  under  a  double  refpcft  or  relation^  as  it 
refpefts  your  prefent  comfort  in  this  world,  and  as  it  relates  to  your 
eternal  happineis  in  the  world  to  come. 

I.  This  performance  of  providence  for  you  doth  very  much 
concern  your  prefent  comfort  in  this  world.  All  the  rooms  in  this 
great  houfe  are  not  alike  pleafant  and  commodious  for  the  inha- 
bitants of  it.  You  read,  Pfal.  Ixxiv.  20.  of  "  the  dark  "places  of 
"  the  earth  which  are  full  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty ;"  and  ma- 
ny fuch  difmal  places  arc  found  in  the  habitable  earth.  What  a 
vaft  traft  of  the  world  lies  as  a  wafte  wildemefs  ! 

Suppofe  your  mothers  had  brought  you  forth  in  America, 
among  ihtfavage  Indians^  who  herd  together,  as  brute  beafts  ;  are 
fcorched  with  heat,  and  ftarved  with  cold  ;  being  naked,  dcftitute, 
and  defencelefs.  How  poor,  miferable,  and  unprovided  of  earth- 
ly comforts  and  accommodation,  are  many  millions  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  world  ?  What  mercies  do  you  enjoy,  in  refpeft  of 
the  amenity,  fertility,  temperature,  and  civility  of  the  place  of  your 
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habitation  ?  What  is  it  but  a  garden  cnclofed  out  of  a  wildernefs? 
I  may^  without  partiality  or  yanity,  fay,  God  hath  (even  upoa 
temporal  accounts)  provided  you  with  one  of  the  healthfiilleft, 
pleafantefk,  and^  in  all  refpe^h,  the  bcft  fiimiflied  Tooni  in  all  the 
great  houfe  of  this  world.  Hear  what  our  own  *  Chronicler  faith 
of  it  V  <  It  is  the  fortunate  iiland|  the  paradife  ofpleaiure,  the  garden 
'  of  God ;  whole  valiies  are  like  Eden,  whofe  hilis  are  as  Lebaaooy 
«  whofe  fprings  are  as  Pifgah,  whofe  rivers  are  as  Jordan,  whofe 
<  wall  is  the  ocean,  and  whofe  defence  is  the  Lord  Jehovah/ 

You  are  here  provided  of  necefiary  and  comfortable  accommoda* 
tions  for  your  bodies,  that  a  great  part  of  the  workf  are  unacqasunt- 
ed  with.  It  is  not  with  the  pooreft  amongft  us,  as  it  is  faid  to  be 
Fith  the  poor  Rufiians,.  whofe  poverty  pinches  and  bites  with 
fii£h  {harp  teeth,  that  their  poor  cry  at  the  doors,  <  Give  me,  and 
^  cut  me  ;  give  me,  and  kill  me.' 

Say  not,  The  barbarous  nations  in  this  excel  you ;  that  they 
pofiefs  the  minis  of  filver  and  gold,  which,  it  may  be,  you  think 
enough  to  ialve  all  other  inconveniencies  of  life.  Alas  poor  crea- 
tures I  better  had  it  been  for  them,  if  then:  country  had  brought 
forth  briers  and  tiornsy  inftead  of  goidy  ftlver^  arid  precious  Jhms  -, 
for  this  hath  beefi  the  occaiion  of  ruining  all  their  other  comforts 
in  this  world  r  this  hath  mvited  theur  crueU  avaricious  eneoues 
among  lhem»  under  whofe  fervitude  they  ^oai^  ^^d  die  without 
mercy :  and  thoufands  of  them  have  chofcn  death,,  rather  than 
life  on  the  terms  they  enjoyed  it.  And  why  might  not  your  lot 
have  fallen  there  as  well  as  where  it  is  i  Are  not  they  made  ofthe 
fame  clay,  and  endowed  with  as  good  a  nature  as  yourfeiveis  I  0 
what  a  diftinAJon  hath  divine  mercy  made  where  nature  made 
nonef  Confider,. ungrateful  man!  thou  mightefl  have  fallen  into 
fome  of  thofe  regions,  where  a  tainted  air  frequently  cloys  the 
j[aws  of  death :  where  the  inhabitants  differ  very  little  from  the 
beafts  in  the  manner  of  their  living:  but  God  hath  provided  for 
thee,  and  given  the  pooreft  among  us  far  better  accommodations 
of  life,  than  the  greatefl  among  them  are  ordinarily  provided  with* 
O  what  hath  providence  done  for  you !  ' 

But  all  that  I  have  faid  is  very  inconfklerable  in  comparifon  with 
the  fpiritual  mercies  and  advantages  you  here  enjoy  for  your  fouls. 
O  this  is  fuchan  advantageous  cafi  of  providence  for  you  as  obliges^ 
you  to  a  thankful  acknowledgment  of  it  to  all  eternity.  For  let  us 
here  make  but  a  few  fuppofitions  in  the  cafe  before  us,  and  the 
glory  of  providence  will  ibine,  like  a.  fun-beam  full  in  your 
faces. 

( I . )  Suppofe  it  had  been  your  lot  to  have  fallen  mto  any  of  thofc 
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• 
nA  continents  poflefied  by  Pagans  and  Heathens  at  this  day,  who 
i)owdown  to  the  ftock  of  a  tree,  and  worfhip  the  hoft  of 'heaven. 
This  is  the  cafe  of  millions  and  millions  of  millions  :  For  Pagan  ido^ 
laters  (as  that  fearching  fcholar  Mr  *  Brcrewood  informs  us)  do  not 
only  fill  the  circumference  of  nme  hundred  miles  in  Europe,  but 
almoft  the  one  half  of  Africa,  more  than  the  half  of  Aiia,  and  al- 
inoft  the  whole  of  America. 

O  how  deplorable  had  thy  cafe  been  if  a  Pagan  idolatrefs  had 
brought  thee  forth,  and  idolatry  had  been  fucked  in  with  thy  mo- 
ther's milk !  Then,  in  all  probability,  thou  hadft  been  at  this  day 
worfhipping  devils,  and  pofting  with  full  ipeed  in  the  direA  road 
to  damnation  :  for  thefe  are  the  people  of  God's  wrath,  Jef.  x.  25* 
»  Pour  out  thy  fiiry  upon  the  Heathen  that  know  thee  not,  and  up- 
*'  on  the  families  that  call  not  upon  thy  name."  How  dreadful  is 
that  imprecation  againft  them  ?  Pfal.  xcviL  7.  which  takes  hold  of 
them  and  all  that  is  theirs,  «  Confounded  be  all  they  that  ferve 
'^  graven  images,  that  boa(^  themfelves  of  idols." 

(7,}  Or  fuppofe  your  lot  had  fallen  among  Mahometans,  who, 
next  to  Pagans,  fpread  over  the  greateft  trad  of  the  earth :  for 
though  Arabia  bred  that  unclean  bird,  yet  it  Was  not  that  cage 
that  could  long  contain  him  \  for  not  only  the  Arabians,  but  thd 
Perfians,  Turlu,  and  .Tartars,  do  all  bow  down  their  backs  under 
that  grand  impoftor.  This  poifon  hath  diiperfed  itfelt'through  the 
veins  of  Afia,  over  a  great  part  of  Africk,  even  the  circumference 
of  ieven  thoufand  miles,  and  ftopi  not  there,  but  hath  tainted  a 
confidcrable  part  of  Europe  alfe. 

Had* your  lot  fallen  here, -O  what  unhappy  men  and  women  had 
you  been,  notwithftanding  the  natural  amenity  and  picafantnefs  of 
your  native  foil !  Tou  had  then  adored  a  grdnd  impojfor^  and  died  in 
a  fool's  paradtfe :  inftead  of  God's  lively  oracUs^  you  had  been  (;ai 
they  now  are)  deceived  to  your  eternal  ruin  with  fuch  fond,  mad, 
and  wild  dreams,  as  whofo  condders  would  think,  xh^. authors  had 
more  need  of  manades  and  fetters  than  arguments  or  fober  anf- 
wers. 

(3.)  Or  if  neither  of  thefe  had  been  your  lot,  but  you  had  been 
emptied  by  the  womb  of  nature  into  this  little  fpot  of  the  earth 
which  is  chrifiianized  by  profef&on  5  but,  neverthelefs,  for  the  moft 
part  over-run  by  Popifh  idolatry^  and  Antichriilian  detufions ; 
what  unhappy  men  and  women  had  you  bee^,  had  you  futked  a 
Popifli  breaft  I  for  this  people  are  to  be  the  fubje^^  of  the  viais  of 
God's  wrath  to  be  poured  out  fiicceffively  upon  them,  as  you  may 
read.  Rev.  xvi.  and  the  fcriptures  in  round  and  plain  language  teft 

*  Broscwpod*!  Eo^oiiiea,  chap.  xtiL  p.  ix^,  XX9* 
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us  what  their  fete  moft  be,  2  TheiT*  ii.  i !»  il.  ^  And  £ar  thb 
<<  caufe  God  ih^II  fend  them  ftrong  delufion»  that  they  fliall  be- 
^<  lieve  a  lie,  that  they  all  might  be  damned  who  believed  not  the 
«  truth,  but  bad  pleafure  in  unrighteoufnefs." 

Nay,  you  might  have  fallen  into  the  fame  land  in  which  your 
habitation  now  is,  and  yet  have  had  no  advantage  by  it  as  to  falva* 
tion,  if  he  that  chofe  the  bounds  of  your  habitations,  had  not  alio 
gracioufly  determiiied  the  times  for  you,  A&  xvii.  26.     For, 

(4.}  Suppofe  your  lot  had  fallen  where  it  is  during  the  Pagan 
ftate  of  England,  who  for  many  hundred  years  weregrofs  and  vile 
idolaters :  Thick  darknefs  over-fpread  the  people  of  this  tjlandf  and, 
as  in  other  countriesj  the  devil  was  woxlhipped^  ;|na  his  Ifiog 
oracles  zealoufly  attended  upon. 

The  (baking  of  the  top  of  Jupiter's  oak  in  Dodona,  the  caMron 
imitten  with  .the  rod  in  the  hand  of  Jupiter's  image,  the/sMnr/and 
fountain  in  Daphne* :  thefe  were  the  ordinances  on  which  the 
poor  deluded  wretches  waited.  So,  in  this  nation  they  worfliip- 
ped  idols  alfo :  the  fun  and  moon  were  adored  for  gods,  with  ma- 
ny other  abominable  idols  which  our  abcedors  worihippedj  and 
whpfe  men>orials  ajre  not  to  this  day  qiute  obliterated  among 
vs. 

(5.)  Or  fuppofe  our  lot  had  fallen  m  thofe  later  miferable  dajs, 
in  which  queen  Mary  fent  To  many  hundreds  to  heaven  in  a  fiery 
chariot,  and  the  poor  Proteftants  ikulked  up  and  down  in  holei 
and  woods  to  preierve  them  from  Fopiih  inquifitors^  who,  like 
blood-hounds,  hunted  up  and  down  through  all  the  cities,  towns, 
and  villages  of  the  nation,  to  feek  out  the  poor  flieep  of  Cbrift  for 
a  prey. 

But  fuch  hath  the  fpecial  care  of  providence  towards  us  been, 
that  our  turn  to  be  brought  upon  the  ftage  of  this  world  was  gra- 
cibufly  referved  for  better  days ;  So  that  if  we  had  had  our  own 
option,  we  could  not  have  choien  for  ourielves  as  providence  hath. 
We  are  not  only  furniihed,  with  the  beft  rooil^in  this  great  boufe; 
but  before  we  are  put  into  it,  it  was  fwcpt  with  the  befom  of  na- 
tional reformation  from  idolatry  yea,  and  waihed  by  the  blood  of 
martyrs  from  Popifh  filthineis }  and  adorned  with  gofpeWIights 
fhining  in  as  great  lu^re  in  our  day^  as  ever  they  did  ilnce  the 
apojllts  days,  Tou  might  have  been  born  in  England  for  many 
ages,  and  not  have  found  a  Cbriftian  in  it  \  yea,  and  iince  Qfrifiio' 
nity  was  here  owned,  and  not  have  met  a  pruefiant  in  it.  O  what 
an  obligation  hath  providence  laid  you  under  by  fuch  a  mcrdfol 
performance  as  this  for  you ! 

«  Vi<icV€3rAegao*»$ritilhA2i»qttitiea 
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?•  If  you  fay.  All  this  indeed  is  true ;  hut  tviat  is  this  to  ettr-' 
nal  falvaiion  ;  do  not  multitudes  that  enjoy  thffe  privileges  eternally  pi-- 
ri/bf  netwthfianding  them  ?  Tea^  andpenjb  with  an  aggravation  of  Jin 
and  mifery  beyond  otlerfmners  ? 

Sol.  True,  they  do  fo  ;  and  it  is  of  very  fad  confidcration  that  it 
fiiould  be  fo ;  but  yet  we  cannot  deny  this  to  be  a  very  choice  and 
lingular  mercy  to  be  born  in  fuch  a  landj  and  at  fuch  a  time :  for 
let  us  confider  what  helps  for  falvation  meq  here  enjoy,  beyond 
what  they  could  enjoy,  had  their  lot  fallen  according  to  the  fore- 
mentioned  fuppofitions. 

(i.)  Here  we  enjoy  the  ordinary  means  of  falvation,  which  eUc- 
whcre  men  are  denied  and  cut  offfrom.  So  that  if  any  among  the 
Heathens  be  faved  and  brought  to  Chrill,  it  muA  be  in  fome  mira- 
culous or  extraordmary  way  :  for,  <«  How  fliall  ihcy  believe  in  him 
'^  of  whom  they  have  not  heard  ?  and  how  fhall  they  hear  without 
"  a  preacher  ?*'  Rom.  x.  14.  Alas  !  were  there  a  defire  awaket)- 
e*l  in  any  of  their  hearts  after  a  gofpel-djfcovery  of  falvation  (which 
ordinarily  is  not,  nor  can  be  rationally  fiippofed) ;  yet,  poor  crea- 
tures !  they  might  travel  from  fea  to  fca  to  hear  the  word,  and  not 
find  it !  Whereas  you  can  hardly  mi(s  the  opportunities  of  hearing 
the  gofpel :  fermons  meet  you  frequently,  fo  that  you  can  fcarccly 
ihun  or  avoid  the  ordinances  and  inflrumepts  of  your  falvation. 
And  is  this  nothing  ?  Chrift  even  forces  himfelf  upon  us. 

(2.)  Here,  in  this  age  of  the  world,  the  common  prejudices  againft 
Ckriftianity  are  removed  by  the  adva^itar^e  it  hath  of  a  public  pro* 
fei&on  among  the  people,  and  prptefUon  by  the  laws  of  the  coun- 
try. Whereas,  were  your  habitation  among  Jews,  Mahometans^ 
or  Heathen  Idolaters,  you  would  find  Chrift  and  Chriftianity  the 
common  odium  of  the  country ;  every  one  defying  and  deriding 
both  name  and  thing  :  and  fuch  yourfelves  likely  had  been  if  your 
birth  and  education  had  been  among  them.  For  you  may  obferve^ 
that  whatever  is  vctr^vBCf aicrovy  traditionally  delivered  down  firom 
father  to  fon,  every  one  is  fond  of,  and  zealous  in  its  defence. 
The  Jews,  Heathens,  and  Mahometans  are,  at  thb  day,  fo  te- 
nacious of  their  errof  s,  that  with  fpitting,  hifling,  and  clapping  of 
hands,  and  all  other  figns  of  indignation  and  abhorrence, , they  chuace 
Ti\vay  all  others  from  among  them. 

Is  it  not  then  a  fpccial  mercy  to  you  to  be  caft  into  fuch  a  coun- 
try and  age,  where  (as  a  learned  divine*  obfervcs)  the  true  religion' 
hath  the  fame  advantages  over  every  falfe  one,  as  in  other  coun- 
tries they  have  over  it  ?  Here  you  have  the  prefence  of  precious 
means,  and  the  abfence  of  foul-dcftroying  prejudices,  two  fingular 
mercies. ' 


•  Mr  Pinkc 
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(3.)  Here,  in  this  age  of  the  world,  Chriftianity  be/peaks  yoo 
as  foon  as  you  are  capable  of  any  fenfe  or  impreiBons  of  religbn  up- 
on you }  And  fo,  by  an  happy  antkipatUn^  blocks  up  the  paflkges  by 
which  a  felfc  religion  would  certainly  enter.  Here  you  fuck  in  the 
firf^  notions  and  principles  of  Cbriftianit ji  even  with  the  mother's 
milk :  And  certainly  fuch  a  prepofleffion  is  a  choice  advantage. 
^uofemel  efl  imbuta^  recens  feroahit  or  dor  em  tejla  diu.  •*  Train  up  a 
«  child  in  the  way  he  Oiould  go,  and  when  he  is  old  be  will  not 
•<  depart  from  it/'  Prov.  xxii.  6.  h 

(4)  Here  you  have,  or  may  have,  the  help  and  affiftanceof 
Chriftians  to  direft  your  way,  refolve  your  doubts,  fupporC  your 
burdens j  and  help  you  through  thofe  difficulties  that  attend  the 
new  birth.  Alas  !  If  a  poor  foul  had  any  beginnings  or  faint 
workings  and  Airrings  after  Chrill  and  true  religion  in  many  other 
countries,  the  hand  of  every  man  would  prefcritly  be  againft  him, 
and  none  would  be  found  to  relieve,  aflift,  or  encourage;  as  you 
may  fee  in  that  example  of  Caleacius;  the  neareft  relations  would, 
in  that  cale,  prove  the  greateft  enemies  ;  the  country  would  quick- 
ly hoot  at  him  as  a  monfter,  and  cry,  Away  with  the  heretic  to 
the  prifon  or  ftake. 

Whether  thefe  eventually  prove  bleffings  to  your  (buls  or  nO| 
certain  I  am,  that  in  themfelves  Ihey  are  lingular  mercies  and 
helps  to  falvation  that  are  denied  to  millions  beiides  you»  So  that 
if  Plato,  when  he  was  near  his  death,  could  blcfs  God  for  three 
things,  viz..  That  he  was  a  man,  and  not  a  bead :  Tliat  he  was 
born  in  Greece,  and  brought  up  in  the  time  of  Socrates ;  Much 
more  caufe  have  you  to  admire  providence,  that  you  arc  men,  and 
not  beai^s,  that  you  are  born  in  England,  and  brought  up  in  gof- 
pel-days  here.  This  is  a  land  the  Lord  hath  efpied  for  you,  as  the 
cxpreflion  is^  Ezek.  xx.  6.  and  concerning  it  you  have  abundant 
caufe  to  fay,  as  in  another  cafe  the  Pfalmift  doth,  Pfal.  xvi.  6. 
•<  The  lines  are  fallen  to  me  in  pleafant  places,  and  I  have  a 
««  goodly  heritage.'* 

T^he  third  perfii'mance  of  providence. 

The  next  obfer\'able  performance  of  providence  which  muftbe 
hcedfully  adverted  and  weighed,  //  the  deJtgnaUon  oftbejlock  and  fa- 
milj  out  of  which  sjoejhould  fpring  and  rife.  An3  truly  this  is  of 
ipecial  confideration,  both  as  to  our  temporal  and  eternal  good : 
For  whether  the  families  in  which  we  grow  up  were  great  or  fmall 
in  Ifracl ;  whether  our  parents  were  of  a  higher  or  lower  clafsvA 
rank  among  men,  yet  if  they  were  fuch  as  feared  God,  and 
wrought  rli^hteoufnefs,  if  they  took  any  care  to  educate  you  righ- 
teoufly,  and  trained  you  up  «  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord,"  you  are  bound  to  reckon  it  among  your  chief  mercies, 
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that  yon  fprung  from  the  loins  of  foch  p^ents :  For  from  tfab 
fpring  a  double  dream  of  mercy  rifes  to  you. 

(i.)  Temporal  and  eternal  mercies  to  your  outward  man.  Yoa 
cannot  but  know,  that  as  godlinefs  entails  a  bleifingy  fo  wickcdnefi 
and  unrighteoufnefs  a  curfe  upon  pofterity.  An  inftance  of  the 
former  you  have  in  Gen,  xvii.  j8,  20.  On  the  contrary,  you  have 
the  threatening,  Z^ch.  v.  4.  and  both  together,  Prov.  iii«  33. 
<<  The  curfe  of  the  Lord  is  in  the  houfe  of  the  wicked,  but  he 
«  bleffeth  the  habitation  of  the  juft.''  True  it  is,  that  both  thcfe 
imply  the  children's  treading  in  the  fteps  of  their  parents^  accord- 
ing to  Ezek.  xviii.  But  how  frequently  is  it  feen,  that  wicked 
men  breed  their  children  vainly  and  wickedly  ;  fo  that  it  is  faid  of 
Abijam,  i  Kings  xv.  j.  "  He  walked  in  all  the  fins  of  his  father, 
<<  which  he  had  done  before  him }''  and  fo  the  curfe  is  entailed 
from  generation  to  generation.  To  efcape  this  curfe  is  a  choice 
providence. 

(2.)  But  efpecially  take  notice  what  a  ftream  of  Jpirituai  hleffing^ 
and  mercies  flows  from  this  providence  to  the  inner  man.  O  it  is 
no  common  mercy  to  defcend  from  pious  parents  !  Some  of  us  do 
not  only  owe  our  natural  life  to  them  as  inftruments  of  our  beings^ 
but  our  fpiritual  and  eternal  life  alfo*  It  was  no  fmall  mercy  to 
Timothy  to  be  defcended  from  fuch  progenitors,  2  Tim.  i.  5.  nor 
to  Augufline  that  he  had  fuch  a  mother  as  Monica,  who  planted 
in  his  mind  the  precepts  of  life  with  her  words,  watered  them  witl^ 
her  tears,  and  nourifhed  them  with  her  example.  We  will  a  little 
more  particularly  infpe£t  this  mercy  \  and  in  fo  doings  we  fliall 
find  manifold  nciercies  contained  m  it. 

(i.)  What  a  mercy  was  it  to  us  to  have  parents  that  prayed  fo^ 
ns  before  they  had  us,  as  well  as  in  our  infancy  when  we  could  not 
pray  for  ourfclves  ?  Thus  did  Abraham,  Gen.  xv,  2.  and  Hannah, 
I  Sam.  K  10, 1 1,  and  fome  here  likely  are  the  fruits  and  returns  of 
their  parenf/  prayers.  This  was  that  holy  courfe  they  continued 
all  their  days  for  you,  carrying  all  your  concerns,  efpecially  your 
eternal  ones,  before  the  Lord  with  their  own  ;  and  pouring  out 
their- fouls  to  God  fo  aftj!;<n:ionately  ibr  you,  when  their  eye-ftrings 
and  heart-firings  were  breaking.  O  put  a  value  upon  fuch  mer- 
cies, for  they  arc  precious  !  It  is  a  greater  mercy  to  defcend  from 
praying  parents  than  from  the  loins  of  nobles.  See  Job's  piouf 
pradice.  Job  i.  5. 

(2.)  What  a  fpecial  mercy  was  it  to  us  to  have  the  excrefcenctes 
of  corruption  nipt  in  the  bud  by  their  pious  andcarefol  difciplinef 
We  now  underftand  what  a  critical  and  dangeirous  feafon  youth  is, 
the  wonderful  proclivity  of  that  age  to  every  thing  that  is  evil : 
Why  clfe  are  they  called  youthful  friends  ?  2  Tim.  ii.  22.  Whea 
David  afketh',  <<  Wherewith  HuU  a  young  man  cleanfe  hk  way  V' 
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It  is  plainly  enough  implied  in  the  very  qucftion,  that  the  tray  nf 
takes  lieth  through  the  pollutions  of  the  world  in  his  youth,  Pul 
qux.  9.  When  you  find  a  David  praying  that  God  would  «  not 
«*  remember  the  fins  of  his  yomh,  Pfal.  xxv.  7.  and  a  Job  bitterly 
oomplainingy  that  God  *^  made  him  to  poflefs  the  fins  of  his  youth,*' 
Job  xiii.  26.  Sure  you  cannot  but  reflet  with  a  ven'  thankful  heart 
upon  thofe  happy  means  by  which  the  corruption  of  your  nature  W2S 
happily  prevented  or  reftraincd  in  your  youth. 

(3.)  And  how  great  a  mercy  was  it,  that  we  had  parents,  who 
carefully  inftillcd  the  good  knowledge  of  God  into  our  fouls  in  our 
tender  years  ?  How  careful  was  Abraham  of  this  duty.  Gen.  xviii. 
19.  And  David  ?  i  Chron<  xxviii.  9.  We  have  ibme  of  us  bad 
parents,  who  might  fay  to  us,  as  the  apofile^  GaU  iv.  19.  "My 
<<  little  children,  of  whom  I  travail  again  in  birth  till  Chrift  be 
«  f8rmed  in  you."  As  they  longed  for  us  before  they  had  us,  and 
rejoiced  in  us  when  they  had  us ;  fo  they  could  not  endure  to 
think,  that  when  they  could  have  us  no  more,  the  devil  (hould' 
As  they  thought  no  pains,  care,  or  coft  too  much  for  our  bodies 
to  feed  them,  clo^th  and  heal  them;  fo  did  they  think  no 
prayers,  counfels,  or  tears,  too  much  for  our  ibuls,  that  they  might 
be  &ved.  They  knew  a  parting  time  would  come  betwixt  them 
and  qs,  and  did  ftrive  to  make  it  as  eafy  and  comfortable  to  theffl 
as  they  could,  by  leaving  us  in  Chrift,  and  within  the  blefiedbond 
c»f  his  covenant. 

They  were  not  glad  that  we  had  health,  and  indiflTerent  whether 
we  had  grace. 

They  as.fenfibly  felt  the  miferies  of  our  fouls,  as  of  our  bodies; 
and  nothing  was  more  defirable  to  them,  than  that  they  might 
fay  in  the  great  day,  «<  Xiord,  here  am  I,  and  the  children  which 
«  thou  ba<^  given  me." 

(4.)  And  was  it  not  a  fpecial  favour  to  us,  to  have  parents  that 
went  before  us  as  a  pattern  of  holinefs,  and  beat  the  path  to  heaven 
for  us  by  their  examples  ?  Who  could  fay  to  us,  as  Plul.  iv.  9. 
««  What  things  ye  have  heard  and  fccn  in  me,  that  do ;"  and  as 
1  Cor.  xi.  I.  "Be  ye  followers  of  us,  as  we  are  of  Chrift."  The 
parent f  lifels  the  child^s  copy.  O  it  is  no  common  mercy,  to  have 
a  fair  copy  fet  before  us,  efpccially  in  the  moulding  age  !  We  fa^ 
what  they  did,  as  well  as  heard  what  they  faid.  It  was  Abraham's 
commendation,  that  he  confmanded  his  children,  and  his  houfhold 
after  htm^  to  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord.  And  fuch  mercies  fomc 
of  us  have  had  alto. 

Ah  my  friends  I  let  me  beg  you,  that  yau  will  fet  fpecial  remarks 
upon  this  providence,  which  io  gracioufly  wrought  for  youi  And 
that  your  hearts  may  be  more  thoroughly  warmed  in  the  icnfc  of 
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It,  compare  your  condition  with  others,  and  ferionfly  bethink 
yourfclvcs, 

(i.)  How  many  children  there  be  amongft  us,  that  are  drawn 
headlong  to  hell  by  their  cruel  and  ungodly  parents,  who  teach 
them  to  curfe  and  fwearasfoon  as  they  can  fpeak?  Many  families 
there  are,  wherein  little  other  language  is  heard,  but  what  is  the 
dialecl  of  hell.  «  Theie,  like  the  old  logs  and  fmall  fpray,  are  pre- 
paring for  the  fire  of  hell,  where  they  muft  bum  together.  Of 
fuch  children,  that  fcripture,  Pfalm  xiix.  19.  will  one  day  be 
Tcrificd,  except  they  repent,  «<  They  (hall  go  to  the  generation  of 
«  their  fathers,  where  they  Ihall  not  fee  light." 

(2.)  And  how  many  families  are  there,  though  not  fo  profane, 
who  yet  breed  up  their  children  v»nly  and  fenfually,  as  Job  xxi* 
n,  isfcy  take  no  care  what  become  of  their  fouls,  fo  they  can 
provide  for  their  bodies  ?  If  they  can  but  teach  them  to  carry  their 
bodies,  no  matter  if  the  devil  aA  their  fouls  :  If  they  can  but  leave 
them  lands  or  moneys,  they  think  they  have  very  folly  difcharged 
their  duties.  O  what  will  the  language  be  wherewith  fuch  parents 
and  children  (hall  greet  each  other  at  the  judgment-feat,  and  in 
hellfcrever! 

(3.)  And  how  many  be  there,  wlio  are  mort  fiber^  and  yet  hate 
the  leaft  appearances  of  godlinefs  in  their  children  f  Who  inftead 
of  cherifliing,  do  all  they  can  to  break  bruifed  reeds,  and  quench 
fmoaking  flax,  to  ftifle  and  ftrangle  the  fird  appearances  and  offers 
they  make  towards  Chrift  ?  Who  had.  rather  accompany  them  to 
their  graves,  than  to  Chrift,  doing  all  that  in  them  lies,  Herod 
like,  to  kill  Chrift  in  the  cradle?  Ah  firs  I  ye  little  know,  what  a 
mercy  ye  do,  or  have  enjoyed  in  godly  parents,  and  what  a  good 
lot  providence  caft  for  you  in  this  concernment  of  your  bodies  and 
fouls ! 

OhfeSlion.  If  any  (hall  fay.  This  is  not  their  cafe ;  they  had  little  help 
heaven-ward  from  their  parents  »•  To  fuch  I  fliall  only  reply  three 
things. 

Solution.  (I.)  If  you  had  little  furtherance,  yet  own  it  as  a  fpecial 
providence,  that  you  had  no  hinderance  j  or,  if  you  had  oppofition, 

(2.)  Admire  the  grace  of  God,  in  plucking  you  out,  by  a 
wonderful  di(Vingui(hing  hand  of  mercy  from  among  them,  and 
keeping  alive  the  languifhing  fparks  of  grace  amidil  the  floods  of 
oppoOtion. 

(3.)  And  learn  from  hence ;  If  God  give  you  a  pofterity  of  your 
own,  tobe  fo  much  the  more  ftrift  and  careful  of  relational  duties, 
hy  how  much  you  have  fenfibly  felt  the  want  of  it  in  yourfelvcs. 

But  feeing  fuch  a  train  of  bleffings,  both  as  to  this  life,  and  that 
Vol.  IV.  3  B 
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to  come,  fbllovs  upon  ap  holy  education  of  children ;  I  will  not  dif- 
mifs  the  point  till  I  have  difcharged  my  duty,  in  exhorting  parenti 
Mid  children  to  their  duties. 

And  fir^t  for  you  that  arc  parents^  or  to  whom  the  education  of 
children  is  committed;  I  befeech'you  to  mind,  hov  concemiog  ada- 
tf  lies  on  you  :  And  chat  I  may  effe£tually  preis  it,  confider, 

(i.)  How  near  the  relation  is  betwixt  you  and  your  childreD^ 
and  therefore  how  much  you  are  concerned  in  their  happineis  or 
inifery«  Confider  but  the  fcripture  account  of  the  deamefs  offach 
relations,  exprefied,  (i.)  By  longings  for  them,  as  Gen.  xt.  2. 
Gen.  XXX.  i.  And,  (2.)  By  our  joy  when  we  have  them,  as 
Cbrift  exprefies  it,  John  xvi.  21.  (3.)  The  high  value  fet  on 
them.  Gen.  xlii.  38.  (4.)  The  fympathy  with  them  in  all  their 
troubles,  Mark  ix.  22.  And  (5-)  By  our  forrow  at  parting,  Gen. 
xxxvii.  35.  Now  (hall  all  this  be  to  no  purpofe  ?  For  to  what 
porpofe  do  we  defire  them  before  we  have  them,  rejoice  in  them 
when  we  have  them,  value  them  (o  highly^  fympathize  with 
tiiem  fo  tendefly,  grieve  for  their  death  {o  exceffively  ;  if  in  the 
mean  time  no  care  be  taken  what  (hall  become  of  them  to 
eternity  ? 

(2.)  flow  God  hath  charged  you  with  their  fouls  as  well  as  bo- 
dies :  And  this  appears  by  two  forts  of  precepts,  (i.)  Precepts 
dircidly  laid  upon  you,  Deut.  vi.  6,  7.  and  £ph.  vi.  4.  (2.)  By 
precepts  laid  on  them  to  obey  you,  £ph.  vi.  i.  which  plainly  im- 
plies your  duty,  as  well  as  exprefles  theirs. 

(5.)  What  ihall  comfort  yoii  at  the  parting  time,  if  they  die, 
through  your  negled,  in  a  chriftlefs  condition  ?  O  !  this  is  the 
cutting  coniideration,  my  child  b  in  hell^  and  I  did  nothing  to  pre- 
sent it;  I  helped  him  thither  I  Duty  difcharged,  is  the  only  root 
of  comfort  in  that  day. 

(4.)  If  you  negle^  to  inftruQ  them  in  the  way  of /Wiw^,  will 
die  devil  negle^  to  indruft  them  in  the  way  of  tvUieJnefi  f  No ; 
jf  you  will  not  teach  them  to  pray^  he  will  to  curfe^  fwear^  and  Ifi 
If  ground  be  uncultivated,  weeds  will  fpring. 

(5.)  If  the  feafon  of  their  youth  be  neglefted,  how  little  proba- 
bility is  there  of  any  good  fruit  afterwards  ?  That  is  the  moulding 
age,  f'roy.  xxii.  6.  How  few  are  converted  in  old  age  ?  A  twig 
IS  brought  to,  any  form,  but  grown  limbs  will  not  bow. 

(6.)  You  are  inftrumental  caufes  of  all  their  fpiritual  mifery; 
and  that)  i.  Y^^  generation^  2.  Imitation:  they  lie  fpiritually  dead 
of  the  plague  which  you  brought  home  among  them,  Pfal.  11  5. 
<<  Behold,  I  was  ihapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  fin  did  my  modicr 
<<  conceive  (or  warm)  me." 
(7.)  There  is  none  in  the  world  fo  likely  as  you^  to  be  inftni- 
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ments  of  their  eternal  good.  Tou  have  peculiar  advantages,  that 
none  other  hath:  As,  (i.)  The  intereft  you  have  in  their  affeo 
tioas«  (2.)  Your  opportunities  to  inftil  the  knowledge  of  Chrift 
into  them»  Being  daily  with  thenii  Deut.  vi.  7.  (3.)  Your  know- 
ledge of  their  tempers.  If  therefore  you  ncgle£t,  who  fliall  help 
them? 

(8.)  The  coniideration  of  the  great  day,  (hould  move  your  bow* 
els  of  pity  for  them.  O  remember  that  text,  Rev.  xx.  12.  &c. 
«  I  faw  the  dead  fmall  and  great  ftand  before  God."  What  a  (ad 
thing  will  it  be,  to  fee  your  dear  children  at  Chrift's  left  hand !  O 
friends  !  do  your  utmoft  to  prevent  this  mifery  !  <<  Knowing  thft 
"  terrors  of  the  Lord,  we  perfuade  men."     ' 

2.  And  you  children^  efpecially  you  that  fprang  from  religioua 
parents^  I  befeech  you  obey  their  counfels ;  and  tread  in  the  ftepe 
of  their  pious  examples.  To  prefs  this,  I  offer  thefe  coniider* 
ations : 

(I.)  Your  difobedience  to  them,  is  a  reliftipg  of  God's  autho* 
rity,  Eph  vi,  i.  «  Children  obey  your  parents  in  the  Lord:" 
There  is  the  command.  Your  rebellion  therefore  runs  higher 
than  you  think.  It  is  not  man,  but  God  that  you  difobey ;  and 
for  your  difobedience  God  will  punilh  you.  It  may  be,  their  ten- 
deraefs  will  not  fuffer  them,  or  you  are  grown  beyond  their  cor- 
re^on :  All  they  can  do  is  to  complain  to  God  j  and  if  fo,  he  will 
handle  you  more  feverely  than  they  could  do. 

(2.)  Your  fin  is  greater  than  the  fin  of  young  heathens  and  i«- 
fidels ;  and  fo  will  your  account  be  alfo.  O  better  (if  a  wicked 
child)  that  thou  hadft  been  the  off-fpring  of  favage  Indians, 
nay,  of  beafls,  than  of  fuch  parents !  So  many  counfels  difobey- 
eJ,  hopes  and  prayers  frufbrated,  will  turn  to  fad  aggravations.     . 

(3.)  It  is  ufual  with  God,  to  retaliate  men's  difobedience  to  their 
parents  in  kind :  Commonly  our  own  children  (hall  pay  us  home 
for  it.  I  have  read  in  a  grave  Author  of  a  wicked  wretch  that 
dragged  his  father  along  the  houfe :  The  father  begged  him  not 
to  draw  him  beyond  fuch  a  place  \  for^  faid  he,  <  I  dragged  my 
*  father  no  farther.'     O  the  fad,  but  juft  retributions  of  God  I 

And  for  you,  in  whole  hearts  grace  hath  been  planted  by  the 
blefllng  of  education,  I  befeech  you  to  admire  God's  goodnefs  to 
yon  in  this  providence.  O  what  an  happy  lot  hath  God  cafl  for 
you  !  How  few  children  are  partakers  of  your  mercies  ! 

See  that  you  honour  fuch  parents  \  the  tie  is  double  upon  you  fo 
to  do.  Be  you  the  joy  of  their  hearts,  and  comfort  of  their  lives, 
if  living :  If  not,  yet  flill  remember  the  mercy  while  you  live,  and ' 
tread  in  their  pious  paths  \  that  you  and  they  may  both  rejoice 
together  in  the  great  dayj  and  blefs  God  for  each  other  to  all 
eternity. 


Digitized  by  vjOOQ IC 


V 


37<J  Divine  ConduB  ;  or. 

The  fourth  performance  of  providence. 

TV,  The  next  remarkable  performance  of  providence  for  the  people 
ef  God  which  I  will  injlance^  Jball  be  with  refpeB  to  its  ordering  the 
occa/ions.  inftruments  and  means  of  their  converfion. 

In  nothing  doth  providence  fliinc  forth  more  glorioufly  in  this 
world  than  it  doth  in  this  performance  for  the  people  of  God. 
How  curioufly  foever  its  hand  had  moulded  your  bodiesi  how  ten- 
derly ibtrver  it  had  preferved  them,  and  how  bountifully  foever  it 
had  provided  for  them ;  if  it  had  not  alfo  ordered  fome  means  or 
other  for  your  converfion^  all  the  former  favours  and  benefits  it 
had  done  for  you,  Rad  fignilied  little.  This,  O  this  is  the  moft 
c!iccellent  benefit  you  ever  received  from  its  hand.  You  arc  more 
beholden  to  it  for  this,  than  for  all  your  other  mercies.  And  in 
opening  this  performance  of  providence,  I  cannot  but  think  your 
hearts  muft  be  deeply  affefted.  This  is  a  fubjeft  Vhich  every  gra- 
cious heart  loves  to  fteep  its  thoughts  in.  It  is  certainly  the  fwect- 
cit  hilhiry  that  ever  they  repeated  :  they  love  to  think  and  talk  of 
it.  The  places  where,  and  inftruments  by  whom  this  work  was 
wrought,  are  exceedingly  endeared  to  them  for  the  word*s  fake : 
yea,  endeared  to  that  degree,  that,  for  many  years  after,  their 
hearts  have  melted,  when  they  have  but  pafied  ocdafionally  by 
thofe  places,  or  but  feen  the  faces  of  thofe  perfons  that  were  ufed 
as  inftruments  in  the  hand  of  providence  for  their  good.  As  do 
doubt,  but  *Jacob's  Bethel  was  ever  after  that  night  fwect  to  his 
thoughts  ;  fo  other  faints  have  had  their  Bethers  as  well  as  he.  0 
blefled  places,  times,  and  inftruments  !  O,  the  deep,  the  fweet 
imprcffions,  never  to  be  razed  out  of  the  memory  or  heart,  that 
this  providence  hath  made  upon  thofe  on  whom  it  wrought 
this  blefled  efte^t  at  years  of  diicretion,  and  in  a  more  fenfible 
way! 

But  left  any  poor  foul  fhould  be  difcouraged  under  the  difplay 
of  this  providence,  becaufe  he  cannot  remember  the  time,  place, 
inftruments,  and  manner  wherein,  and  by  which  convcrfion-work 
was  wrought  j  I  \\\\\  therefore  premife  this  neceffary  diftinAion, 
to  prevent  injury  to  fome,  whilft  I  defign  benefit  to  others. 

Converfion,'as  to  the  fubjeils  of  it,  may  be  confidered  two  ways; 
cither  as  it  is  more  fenfibly  wrought  in  perfons  of  riper  years,  who 
in  their  youthful  days  were  more  profane  and  vile ;  or  upon  per- 
fons in  their  tender  years,  into  whofe  hearts  grace  was  more  in- 
fenfibly  and  indifcernably  inftilled,  by  (lod's  bleffing  upon  pious 
education.  In  the  former  fort,  the  diftinft  afts  of  the  Spirit,  as 
illuminating ,  convincing^  humbling^  drawing  them  to    Chrift,  and 

♦  Gen,  xlvii.  3. 
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fcaling  them,  arc  more  evident  and  difcemable;  in  the  latter,  more 
obfcure  and  confufed :  they  can  remember,  that  God  gave  them 
an  efteem  and  liking  of  godly  perfons,  care  pi  duty,  and  confci- 
ence  of  fin :  but  as  to  the  time,  place,  inftruments,  and  manner 
of  the  work,  they  can  give  but  a  flender  account  of  them :  how- 
ever, if  the  work  be  favingly  wrought  in  them,  there  is  no  reafon 
they  fhould  be  troubled,  becaufe  the  circumftances  of  it  are  not  fo 
evident  to  them  as  they  are  to  others.  Let  the  fubftance  and 
reality  of  the  work  appear,  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  a£9id  your<» 
felves  becaufe  of  the  inevidence  of  fuch  cirdimftances. 

But  yet  where  the  circumftances  as  well  as  fubftance  are  clear  to 
a  man ;  when  we  can  call  to  remembrance  ^he  time  when,  the 
place  where,  the  inflrument  by  whom  the  work  was  wrought,  it 
muft  needs  be  exceeding  fweet ;  and  they  cannot  but  yield  a  freili 
delight  to  the  foul  every  time  they  are  reflected  upon. 

There  are  many  of  the  following  occaQons,  which,  it  may  be, 
we  took  ioT  JlragterSf  when  they  firft  befcl  us  :  but  they  proved 
fiotasy  fent  out  from  the  main  body  of  providence,  which  they 
make  way  for. 

Now  there  be  divers  things  in  thofe  providences,  that  are  ver- 
fant  about  this  work,  which  are  exceeding  fweet  and  taking :  As» 
namely, 

I.  The  wonderfuljlrangenefj  and  unaccountablenefsof  this  work 
of  providence,  in  casing  us  into  the  way,  and  ordering  the  occa- 
fions,  yea,  the  minuteft  circumftances  about  this  work.  This  you 
find  in  Afts  viii.  26,  27,  28,  29,  30,  &c.  The  Eunuch,  at  that  ve- 
ry inftant  when  he  was  reading  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  hath  an  inter- 
preter, one  among  a  thoufand,  that  joins  his  chariot,  juft  as  his 
mind  was  by  a  fit  occafion  prepared  to  receive  the  firft  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift.- 

And  how  ftrange  was  that  change  (how  far  focvcr  it  went)  upon 
Naaman  the  Syrian !  recorded,  2  Kings  v.  i,  2,  3,  4.  that  the 
Syrians  in  their  incurfions  fhould  bring  away  this  girl,  (likely  her 
beauty  was  the  inducement)  and  ihe  muft  be  prefented  to 
Naaman's  wife,  and  relate  to  her  the  power  of  God  that  accom- 
panied the  Prophet ;  though  you  find  in  that  particular  cafe  there 
had  never  been  an  inftance  given  before ;  Luke  iv.  27.  Doubtleis 
the  whole  of  this  affair  was  guided  by  the  fignal  dire£lion  of  pro- 
vidence. 

So  for  the  converfion  of  the  Samaritans  it  is  obferved,  John  iv* 
4-  Chrift  muft  needs  go  that  way,  i.  e.  it  lay  juft  in  the  road  be- 
twixt Judea  and  Galilee ;  and  that  at  the  fixth  hour,  i.  e.  high 
noon,  he  refts  himfelf  upon  Jacob's  well,  ftill  feeming  to  have  no 
other  defign  but  his  own  refreOiment  by  fitting  and  drinking 
there.    But  O  what  a  train  of  blefi«d  providences  follow  this, 
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which  feemed  but  an  accidental  thing  [  firft  the  woman  of  Saou* 
)ria>  and  then  many  more  in  that  city  are  brought  to  beKeveia 
Chrifl,  as  you  find  verfes  29  and  41, 

It  is  noted  by  *  Melchior  Adams,  in  the  life  of  Junius,  how  ¥^ 
ry  an  atheift  he  was  grown  in  his  younger  years  \  but  in  order  to  his 
converfion  to  God,  firft  a  wonderful  prefervation  of  his  life  in  a 
tomult  in  Lyons  in  France  muft  make  way,  which  fiorces  from  him 
the  acknowledgment  of  a  Deity.  Then  his  father  fends  for  him 
borne,  and  with  much  gentlenefs  perfuades  him  to  read  the  fcrip- 
tures  :  he  lights  upon  the  firft  of  John,  and  with  it  he  fenfibly  &cls 
a  divine  fupernatural  majefty  and  power  feizing  his  foul,  which 
brought  him  over  by  a  complete  converfioo  to  Jefus  Chrift.  TbuS| 
as  the  woman  of  Tekoa  told  David,  ^\  Doth  God  devife  means  to 
*<  bring  back  his  baniOied." 

Lavater  tells  us,  that  many  Spanifb  foldiers  going  into  the  wars 
of  Germany,  were  there  converted  to  Chrift  by  falling  into  the 
cities  and  towns  inhalnted  by  godly  minifters  and  pious  Chrit 
tians. 

Mr  Robert  Bolton,  though  an  excellent  fcholar,  yet  in  his 
younger  years  was  a  very  irreligious  pcrfon,  and  jeerer  of  holy 
men  ;  but  being  caft  into  the  company  of  godly  Mr  Peacock,  was 
by  him  brought  to  repentance,  and  proved  a  famous  inftrumeot  in 
the  church  of  Chrift. 

A  fcrap  of  paper,  accidentally  coming  to  view,  hath  been  ufedas 
am  occafion  of  converfionf .  This  was  the  cafe  of  a  minifter  in 
Wales,  who  had  two  livings,  but  took  little  care  of  either.  He 
being  at  a  fair,  bought  fomething  at  a  pedlar's  ftanding,  and  rent 
qS*  a  leaf  of  Mr  Perkin's  catechifm  to  wr^  it  in,  and  reading  a 
line  or  two  in  it,  God  fet  it  home  fo  as  it  did  the  work. 

The  marriage  of  a  godly  man  into  a  carnal  family  hath  been  or- 
dered by  providence  for  the  converfion  and  falvation  of  many 
therein.  Thus  we  read  in  the  life  of  that  renowned  EngliOi  wor- 
thy Mr  John  Bruen,  that  in  his  fecond  match  it  was  agreed  that 
he  fhould  have  one  year's  diet  in  his  mother^n-law's  houfe.  Da- 
ring his  abode  there  that  year  (faith  Mr  Clark),,  the  Lord  was 
pleafed,  by  his  means/  graciouily  to  work  upon  her  ibul,  as  aifo 
upon  his  wife's  fifter  and  half-fifter,  their  brothers,  Mr  William 
and  Mr  Thomas  Fox,  with  one  or  two  of  the  fcrvants  in  that  &• 
mily. 

The  reading  of  a  good  book  hath  been  the  means  of  bringing 
others  to  Chrift.  And  thus  we  find  many  of  the  German  divines 
converted  by  reading  Luther's  books :  yea,  and  what  is  more 

*  Mclch.  Adam's  Vitx  Thcol.  part  2.  p.  194* 
f  See  Firmiat  Real  ChrUUao,  p.  1^9. 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


The  My/lery  of  Pr^mdekce.  yj^ 

ftnngey  *  Mr  Slridan  in  his  commentary  tells  us,  that  Vcrgcrius, 
though  he  were  prefent  an  eye  and  ear^witnefs  to  that  doleful  cafe 
of  Spira,  which  one  would  think  (hould  move  a  ftone,yet  ftill 
continued  fo  firm  to  the  Pope's  intercft,  that  wheij  he  fell  in  fome 
fafpicion  among  the  cardinals,  he  refolved  to  purge  himfelf  by 
writing  a  book  againfl  the  German  apojlates  :  but  whilft  he  read 
the  Proteftant  books,  out  of  no  other  defign  but  to  confute  them  ^ 
whilft  he  is  weighing  the  arguments,  is  himfelf  convinced  and 
brought  to  Chrifl.  He  finding  himfelf  thus  overcome  by  the 
truth,  imparts  his  conviction  to  his  brother^  a  zealous  papifl  alfo* 
This  brother  deplores  the  mifcry  of  his  cafe,  and  feeks  to  reclainl 
him.  But  Vergerius  entreating  him  to  weigh  well  the  Proteftant 
arguments,  he  alfo  yields  ;  and  fo  both  immediately  betook  them- 
felves  to  preach  juftification  by  the  free  grace  of  God  through  the 
blood  of  Chrift. 

Tea,  not  only  the  reading  of  a  book,  or  hearing  a  miniftcr,  but, 
(which  is  moft  remarkable)  the  very  miftake  or  forgctfulnefs  of  a 
minifter,  hath  been  improved  by  providence  for  this  end  and  pur- 
pole,  f  Auguftine  once  preaching  to  his  congregation,  forgot  the 
argument  which  he  firft  propofed,  and  fell  upon  the  errors  of  the 
Mankhees,  befide  his  firft  intention  ;  by  which  diicourfe  he  con- 
verted one  Futnus  his  auditor,  who  fell  down  at  his  feet  weeping, 
and  confeffing  he  had  lived  a  Manichee  many  years.  Another  I 
knew,  who,  going  to  preach,  took  up  another  Bible  than  that  he 
defigned,  in  which,  not  only  miffing  his  notes^  but  the  chapter  alfo 
in  which  his  text  lay,  was  put  to  fome  lofs  thereby:  but,  after  a  (hort 
paufe,  he  refolved  to  fpeak  to  any  other  fcripture  that  might  be  pro- 
fcnted  tohiQi,and  accordingly  he  read  that  text,  2  Pet.  iii.  9.  «« The 
"  Lord  is  not  flack  concerning  his  promife,"  &c.  And  though  he 
had  nothing  prepared,  yet  the  Lord  helped  him  to  fpeak  both  me- 
thodically and  pertinently  from  it :  by  which  difcourfe  a  gracious 
change  was  wrought  upon  one  in  the  congregation,  who  hath  fince 
given  good  evidence  of  a  found  converfion,  and  acknowledged  this 
fermon  to  be  the  firft  and  only  means  thereof. 

The  accompanying  of  oth^s  in  a  neighbourly  civil  vifit  hath 
been  over-ruled  to  the  fame  end.  Thus  many  of  the  Jews  accom- 
panied  Mary  unto  Bethany  defigning  only  to  manifeft  their  civil 
refpeftj  but  there  they  met  Chrift,  faw  the  things  which  he  did, 
and  believed  on  him,  John  xi.  45. 

Mr  Firmin,  in  his  Real  Chri/fian,  p.  97,  98.  tells  us  of  one  who 
had  lived  many  years  in  a  town  where  Chrift  had  been  as  clearly 
and  as  long  preached  as  in  any  town  in  England :  this  man,  when 


•  Sleidan's  Comment,  p.  479. 

t  Poij^onius  io  vita  Auguilml,  cap.  15, 
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he  was  about  feventy-iix  years  of  age,  vent  to  tifit  a  ficlc  neigli« 
bouf :  *  A  Chriftian  friend  of  mine  (faith  mine  author)  came  to 
«  fee  him  alfo,  and  finding  this  6ld  man  there,  whom  he  judged  to 

•  be  one  that  lived  upon  his  own  ftock,  civility,  good  works,  &c* 

<  he  purpofely  fell  into  that  difcourfe,  to  fhew  how  many  perfons 
«  lived  upon  their  duties,  but  never  came  to  Chrift.  The  old  man 
«  fitting  by  the  bed-fide,  heard  him,  and  God  was  pleafed  to  con- 

<  vince  him  that  he  was  fuch  a  perfon,  who  had  lived  upon  himfclf 

•  without  Chrift  to  that  day  5  and  would  fay  afterwards,  Had  I 
.<  died  before  threefcore  and  fixteen,  I  had  periihed,  for  I  knew  not 
«  Chrift.' 

The  committing  of  a  godly  man  to  prifon  hath  been  the  method 
of  providence  to  fave  the  foul  of  a  poor  keeper.  So  Paul,  Afts  xvi. 
27.  was  made  a  prifoner  to  make  his  keeper  a  f^tnxn^i  Jrttnm. 
The  like  fuccefs  had  Dr  Barns  in  queen  Mary'sL  days,  who  after- 
wards celebrated  the  Lor£s  /upper  in  prifon  with  his  converted 
keeper. 

The  fcattering  of  mintjiers  and  Chrijlians  by  perfecntion  from 
dties  and  tcnuns^  into  the  ignorant  and  barbarous  parts  of  the  coun- 
try,  hath  been  the  way  of  providence  to  find  out  and  bring  home 
fome  loft  iheep  that  were  found  there  to  Jefu^s  Chrift,  Afts  viii.  1, 
4.  The  like  fignal  event  hath  fince  followed  upon  the  like  fcat- 
tering of  godly  minifters,  whereof,  there  arc  many  pregnant  in- 
ftances  this  day. 

Afervant  running  away  from  his  mafter  (likely  upon  no  other 
defign  but  to  live  an  idle  life) ;  yet  falling  into  fuch  places  and 
companies  as  providence  ordered  (in  a  defign  to  him  unknown) 
hath  thereby  been  brought  to  be  the  fervant  of  Chrift.  This  was 
the  very  cafe  of  Onefimus,  who  ran  away  from  his  mafter  Phile- 
mon to  Rome ;  where,  by  a  ftrange  providence,  (poffibly  a  mere 
curiofity  to  fee  the  prifoners),  he  there  falls  into  Paul's  hands, 
who  begat  him  to  Chrift  in  his  bonds,  Philem.  ver.  10,  1 1, 12,  I3> 
14,  ij,  16. 

Going  to  hear  a  fermon  in  jeft  hath  proved  fome  men's  conver- 
fion  in  eameft.  The  above-named  Mr  Firmin,  in  the  foredted 
book,  tells  us, of  a  notorious  drunkard^  whom  the  drunkards  call- 
ed yi/A^r,  that  one  day  would  needs  go  to  hear  what  Wilfon  faid, 
out  of  no  other  defign  it  feems  but  to  Icoflf  at  that  holy  man ;  bat 
in  the  prayer  before  fermon,  his  heart  began  to^thaw ;  and  when  he 
read  his  text,  which  was  John  v.  14.  "Sin  no  more^  left  a  worfc 
thing  come  unto  thee  j''  he  could  not  contain  :  and  in  that  fermon 
the  Lord  changed  his  heart,  though  fo  bitter  an  enemy,  that  the 
minifter  on  lefture-days  was  afraid  to  go  to  church  before  bis  (hop- 
door.  «  Lo,  thefe  are  parts  of  his  ways  j  but  how  fmall  a  por- 
•*  tion  is  known  of  him  ?" 
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Thie  dft>pping  <>f  fbmc  grave  and  weighty  ^ord  attddentaltyi  in 
the  prefence  of  vain  carnal  perfons,  the  death  of  an  hufband,  wife^ 
or  child>  a  fit  of  ficknefs,  with  a  thoufand  other  fuch  like  occa.- 
fioos,  have  been  thus  improved  by  providence  to  the  converfion  of 
fouls. 

And  no  left  remarkable  and  wonderful  are  the  deiigns  of  provi« 
dence  in  ordering  the  removes^  and  governing  the  motions  of  minis- 
ters from  place  to  place  in  order  unto  the  converiion  of  fouls. 
Thus  oftentimes  it  carries  them  to  places  where  they  intended  not 
to  go ;.  God  having  (unknown  to  them)  fome  ele£l  veilels  there^ 
who  muft  be  called  by  the  goipel. 

Thus  Paul  and  Timothy  (a  fweet  and  lovely  pair)  when  they 
were  travelling  through  Phrygia  and  Galatia»  were  forbid  to  preach 
the  w(H-d  in  Afia,  to  which  probably  their  minds  inclined,  K&s 
xvi.  6.  And  when  they  aflayed  to  go  into  Bithynia,  the  Spirit 
fuffered  them  not,  ver.  7.  But  a  man  of  Macedonia,  (i.  e.  an  an* 
gel)  in  the  fhape  or  habit  of  a  man  of  that  country,  appeared  to 
raul  in  a  vifion,  and  prayed  himj  faying,  <<  Come  over  into  Mace- 
<<  donia,  and  help  us,'^  ver.  9.  and  there  did  God  open  the  heart 
of  Lydla« 

I  knew  a  pious  minifter,  now  with  God,  who  falling  in  hb  fhi^ 
dy  upon  a  very  rouzing  fubjeft,  intended  for  his  own  congregation^ 
was  ftrongly  moved  when  he  had  finiflied  it,  to  go  to  a  rude,  vile,^ 
profane  people  about  five  miles  off,  and  firft  preach  it  to  them. 
After  many  wreftlings  with  himfelf,  not  being  willing  to  quench 
any  motion  that  might  be  fuppofed  to  come  from  the  Spirit  of 
God,  he  obeyed,  and  went  to  this  people,  who  had  then  no  mi- 
nifter of  their  own,  and  few  durft  come  among  them.  And  there 
did  the  Lord,'beyond  all  expectation,  open  a  door,  and  feveral  pro- 
£me  ones  received  Chrifi  in  that  place,  and  engaged  this  minifter  to 
a  weekly  ledure  among  them,  in  which  many  fouls  were  won  to 
God. 

The  fame  holy  man,  at  another  time,  being  upon  a  journey, 
paffed  by  a  company  of  vain  peribns,  who  were  wreiUing  upon  a 
green  near  the  road  :  and  juft  as  he  came  againft  the  place,  one 
of  them  had  thrown  his  antagonift,  and  ftood  triumphing  in  his 
ftrength  and  activity.  This  good  man  rode  up  to  them,  and  turn- 
ing his  fpeech  to  this  perfon ;  told  him,  Friend,  I  fee  you  are  a 
firong  man ;  but  let  not  the  ftrong  man  glory  in'  his  ftrength :  yOu 
muft  know,  that  you  are  not  to  wreftle  withr  fie(h  and  blood,  but 
with  principalities  and  powers,  and  fpiritual  wickedneftes  :  how  fad 
will  it  be,  that  Satan  fhould  at  laft  trip  up  the  heels  of  your  hope^ 
and  give  you  an  eternal  overthrow  I  and  after  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour's  ferious  diicourfe  upon  this  fubjed,  he  left  them  and  went 

Vol.  IV.  3  C 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


OR  hit  jounief.  Bat  this  diCcomk  made  fmh  ao  iaiprefflon,  that 
the  perfon  had  no  reft,  till  he  opened  his  tFouUe  to  a  godly  ni^ 
nifter,  trho,  wifeiy  following  the  work  upon  his  fonly  f^w  at  laft 
the  bldfe^  iflue  thereof  in  tfie  gracioos  change  of  the  perfoiiy 
whereof  he  afterwards  gave  the  minifter  a  joyful  account.  O  ho«r 
Qhiearchable  are  the  methods  of  proyideace  tr>  this  matter ! 

Nay,  what  is  yet  nx>re  woBderM,  the  providence  of  God  hath 
fbmetimes  ordered  the  very  malice  of  Satan)  and  wickedneTs  of 
meny  as  an  occafion  of  eternal  good  to  rheir  fonlis.  A  very  ne* 
morabte  example  whereof^  I  (halt  here  gi'v^  the  reader,  feithfally 
relating  what  not  many  years  paft,  feUi  opt  in  my  own  ohfenraCioii 
in  this  place,  to  the  aftcHiifhment  of  many  fpeAators. 

In  the  year  1(^73,  there  came  into  this  port  a  ftiip  of  Pbo]>  in 
&er  return  from  Virginia ;  in  which  fhvp  was  one  of  thac  fttCi  a 
hifty  young  man  of  twenty-three  years  of  age,  who- was  fiirgeon  in  the 
Ihip.  This  perlbn,  m  the  Toy^e,  fell  into^  a  deep  m^landioly, 
whicl^  the  devil  great4y  improved  to  ierve  his  owft  dcfign  ht  tbe 
ruin  of  this  poor  man  :  however,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  t&  re({raio 
hint  from  any  attempts  upon^  his-  own  life,  until  he  arrived  here. 
But  ihortly  after  his  arrival,  upon  the  Lord's  day,  early  in  the 
morning  (being  in  bed  with  his  brother)  he  took  a  knife,  prepared 
fer  that  purpofe,  ai^d  cut  his  own  throat,  aiKi  withatleaped  out  (tf 
the  bed ;  and  though  the  wound  was  deep  and'  large,  yet  thinkiiig 
it  might  not  fdott  enough  difpatch  his  wretched  life^  defperaiely 
thnift  it  into  his  ftomach,  and  (b  lay  wallbwing  in  his  own  btoo^, 
till  his  brother  awakening,  noade  a  ery  fer  help.  Hereupon  a/iiy- 
^cian  and  z  fiirgeon  coming:  in,,  found  the  wound  la  his  throat  mor* 
tal ;  and  all  they  could  do  at  prefent,  was  only  to  ftitch  it  and  ap- 
ply a  plaifter,  with  a  defign  rather  to  enable  him  to  (peak  fer  a  little 
while,  than  with  any  expeAation  of  cure  i  kt  before  that,  he 
br^thed  through  the  wound,  and  his  voice  was^  inarticulate. 

In  this  condition  I  found  him  that  morning ;  and  apprehending 
him  to  be  within  a  few  minutes  of  eternity,  I  laboured  to  work  up- 
on his  heart  the  fenfe  of  his  condition^  tellhig  hiai)  I  had  but 
Httle  time  to  do  any  thing  for  him,  and«  therefore  deiired  him  to 
let  me  know,  what  his  own  apprehenfions  of  his  prefent  condition 
tvere  ?  He  told  me  he  hoped  in  God  for  eteraa!'  Kfc.  I  replicdy 
that  I  feared  his  hopes  were  ungrounded^  Sar  that  the  Icriptore 
tells  us,  <«No  murderer  hath  eternal  life  abiding  in  him  f^  bat  this 
was  felf-murder,  the  grofleft  of  all  murdiers.  And  in(ifting  apon 
the  aggravation  and*  heinoufnefs  of  the  feA,  I  perceived  his  vain 
confidence  began  to  fall,  and  feme  meltings  of  heart  appeared  in 
him.  He  then  began  to  lament  with  many  tears  hb  fin  and  o^ery, 
and  aiked  me,  if  there  might  yet  be  hope  for  one  that  had  deffaxTy- 
od  himfelf9  and  fhed  his  own  blood?    I  replied^  the  fin  indeed  is 
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greati  but  n6t  \inpardonable ;  and  if  the  Lord  gave  him  repentance 
unto  Bfe,  and  faith  to  apply  Jefus  Chrift,  it  (hbuld  certainly  be  par- 
doned to  him.  And  finding  him  unacquainted  with  theie  thingSj 
I  opened  to  him  the  nature  and  neceffity  of  fiahh  and  repentance  \ 
which  he  greedily  fucked  ki>  and  with  great  vehemency  cried  to 
God,  that  he  wbuld  work  tl^eiti  upon  hii  foul,  and  intreated  me 
aUb  to  pray  with  him  and  for  himi  that  it  might  be  £>.  I  prayed 
with  him,  and  the  Lord  thawed  his  heart  exceedingly  in  that  duty; 
loth  he  was  to  part  with  me )  but  the  duties  of  the  day  neceffita« 
ting  me  to  leave  him,  I  briefly  fummed  up  what  was  moft  neceflary 
m  my  parting  counfel  to  him,  and  took  my  leave^  never  ezpefting 
to  fee  him  more  in  this  world.  But  beyond  my  own,  and  all  men's 
expediacions,  he  continued  all  that  day,  and  panted  moft  ardently 
^er  Jefus  Chrift :  no  dilcourfes  pleafed  him  but  Chri/l  znd/aitb  g 
and  in  this  firame  |  found  him  in  the  evening.  He  rejoiced  greatly 
to  fee  me  again,  and  intreated  me  to  continue  my  difcourfes  upon 
thefe  fubje& }  and  after  all  he  X<M  me.  Sir,  the  Lord  hath  given 
me  repentance  for  this  fin  \  yea,  and  for  every  other  fin.  I  fee  the 
evil  of  fin  now,  ib  as  I  never  faw  it  before.  Oh !  I  loath  myfelf  1 
I  am  a  vile  creature  in  my  own  eyes  !  I  do  alio  believe,  Lord  help 
mj  unbelief!  I  am  heartily  willing  to  take  Chrift  upon  his  own 
terms,  (me  thing  only  troubles  me,  I  doubt  this  bloody  fin  will  not 
be  pardoned.  Will  Jefus  Chrift  (faid  he)  apply  his  blood  to  mCf 
that  have  fhed  my  own  blood  ?  I  told  him,  Chrift  ihed  his  blood 
even  for  them  that  with  wicked  hands  had  (bed  the  blood  of  Chrift; 
and  that  was  a  fin  of  deeper  guilt  than  his.  Weil,  (faith  ^e)  I 
will  caft  myfelf  upon  Chrift;  let  him  do  by  me  what  he  will.  And 
fo  I  parted  with  him  that  night. 

Meat  morning  the  wounds  were  to  be  opened ;  and  then  the 
opinion  of  th&furgeons  was,  he  would  immediately  expire. 

Accordingly,  at  his  defire,  I  came  that  morning,  and  found 
him  in  a  moft  ferious  frame.  I  prayed  with  him,  and  then  the 
wound  in  his  ftomach  was  opened }  but  by  this  time  the  ventricle 
itielf  was  fwoUen  out  of  the  orifice  of  the  wound,  and  lay  like 
a  livid  dilcoloured  tripe  upon  the  body,  and  was  alfo  cut  through^ 
fo  that  all  concluded,  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  live;  however, 
tl^ey  ftitched  the  wound  in  the  ftomach,  enlarged  the  orifice  and 
fomented  it,  and  wxought  it  again  into  his  body,  and  fo  ftitching 
up  the  ikin,  left  him  to  the  difpofe  of  providence. 

But  fo  it  was,  that  both  the  deep  wound  in  his  throat,  and  this 
in  hb  fix}mach  healed :  and  the  more  dangerous  wound  fin  had 
made  upon  \&foul^  was,  I  truft,  effeflually  healed  alfo.  I  fpent 
many  hours  with  him  in  that  ficknefs  %  and  after  his  return  home» 
received  this  account  from  Mr  Samuel  Hardy,  a  minifter  in  that 
town :  part  whereof  I  ihall  tranlcribe. 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


3S4  Divine  Con4u8  /  tr^ 

Dear  S1E9 

*^1  was  much  troubled  at  the  fad  providence  in  your  towni  but  did 
**  much  rejoice,  that  he  fell  into  fuch  hands  for  his  body  and  find. 
*<  Tou  have  taken  much  paii^s  with  hiin»  and  I  hope  to  good  par- 
*<  pofe.  I  think,  if  ever  a  great  and  thorough  work  were  done 
^^*fucb  a  way,  it  is  now ;  and  if  never  the  like,  I  am  perfiiaded, 
«  now  it  is.  Never  grow  weary  of  fuch  good  works.  One  fuch 
^*  inftance  is  (methinks)  enough  to  n^ake  you  to  abound  in  the  work 
f  <  of  the  Lord  all  your  <Uys,"  ^c. 

O  how  unfearchable  are  the  ways  of  providence,  in  leading  men 
to  Chrift !  Let  none  be  encouraged  by  this  to  fin,  that  grace  may 
abound.  Thefe  are  rare  and  iingular  inftances  <^  the  mercy  of  God, 
and  fuch  as  no  prefumptuous  iinner  can  expe£t  to  find.  It  is  only 
recited  here,  to  the  honour  of  providence,  which  works  for  the 
recovery  of  (inners  in  ways  that  we  underftand  not.  O  what  a  fetch 
hath  providence  beyond  our  undcrftapdipgs ! 

2.  And  as  it  orders  very  ftrange  occafions  to  awaken  and  rouze 
our  fouls  at  firft ;  fo  it  works  no  lefs  wonderfully  in  carrying  on  the 
work  to  perfection  i  and  this  it  doth  two  ways : 

( I .)  By  quickening  and  reviving  dying  convictions  and  tronblei 
f6r  fin.  Souls  after  their  firft  awakening,  are  apt  to  lofe  the  fcnfe 
and  impreiGon  of  their  firft  troubles  for  fin  ^  but  providence  is 
vigilant  to  prevent  it ;  and  doth  efieChially  prevent  it  fometimes, 
by  directing  the  minifter  to  fome  difcourie  or  pailage,  that  (hall 
fall  as  pat,  as  if  the  cafe  of  fuch  a  perfon  had  been  ftudied  by  him, 
and  defignedly  fpoken  to.  How  often  have  I  found  thisnn  the 
cafes  of  many  fouls,  who  have  profcfied  they  have  ftood  amazed, 
to  hear  the  veiy  thoughts  of  their  hearts  difcovered  by  the  preach- 
er,  who  knew  nothing  of  them  i  Sometimes  by  du*e£ting  them  to 
fome  proper  rouling  fcripture,  that  ftiits  their  prefent  cafe :  and 
fometimes  by  fuffering  them  to  fell  into  fpmc  new  fin,  which  fliall 
awaken  all  their  former  troubles  again,  and  put  a  new  efiicacyand 
aClivity  into  the  confcience.  The  world  is  full  of  inftances  in  all  thefe 
cafes;  and  becaufe  moft  Chriftians  have  experience  of  theie  things 
in  themfelves,  it  will  be  ncedlefs  to  recite  them  here.  .  Search  but 
few  years  hack,  and  you  may  remember,  that  according  to  this-ac- 
count  (at  leaft  in  fome  particulars)  providence  ordered  the  matter 
with  you.  Have  you  not  found  fome  rod  or  other  prepared  by  pro- 
vidence, to  rouze  you  out  of  your  fecurity  ?  Why  this  is  fo  com- 
mon a  thing  with  Chriftians,  that  they  many  times  prefage  an  af- 
fliction coming  from  the  frames  they  find  their  own  hearts  in. 

(2.)  It  gives  alfo  great  afiiftance  to  the  work  of  the  Spirit  npon 
the  foul,  by  ordering,  fupporting,  relieving^  and  cheeking  means 
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to  prop  up  and  comfort  the  foul)  when  it  is  OTerhurdened,  and 
ready  to  fink  in  the  deeps  of  troubles.  I  remember  Mr  Bolton  givet 
us  one  biftance,  which  fits  both  thefe  cafes^  the  reviving  ofcofi^ 
viSfhtu,  and  feafonablt  fupports  in  the  deeps  of  troubles :  and  it  is  of  a 
peribn,  that,  by  convi^ions,  had  been  fetcht  off  from  his  wicked 
companions,  and  entered  into  a  reformed  courfe  of  life ;  but  after 
this,  through  the  enticement  of  his  old  companions,  the  fubtlety 
of  Satan,  and  corruption  of  his  own  heart,  did  again  relapfe  into 
the  ways  of  fin.  Then  was  providentially  brought  to  his  view 
that  fcripture,  Prov.  i.  24*  25,  26,  &c.  this  renewed  his  trouUe^ 
yea,  aggravated  it  to  a  greater  height  than  ever ;  infbmuch,  that 
he  (iodd  (carcely  think  (as  it  ieems  by  the  relation)  his  fin  could 
be  pardoned.  But  in  this  plunge,  that  text,  Luke  zvii.  4.  wai 
prefehted  to  him,  which  fweetly  fettled  him  in  a  fure  and  glorious 
peace. 

Nor  can  we  here  forget  that  miraculous  work  of  providence  in  a 
time  of  great  extremity,  which  was  wrought  for  that  good  gentle- 
woman Mrs  Honeywood  (and  is  fomewhere  mentioned  by  the 
(ame  author)  $  who  under  a  deep  and  fad  defertion,  refufed  and  put 
off  all  comfort,  feeming  to  defpair' utterly  of  the  grace  and  mercy 
of  God.  A  worthy  minider  being  one  day  with  her,  and  reafon- 
ing  againft  her  defperate  conclufions,  (he  took  a  Venice^glafs  from 
the  table,  and  faid,  ^'Sir,  I  am  as  fure  to  be  damned  as  this  glafi 
<<  is  to  be  broken  ;*'  and  therewith  threw  it  forcibly  to  the  ground: 
but,  to  the  aftonifliment  of  both,  the  glafs  remained  whole  and 
found ;  which  the  mmifier  taking  up  with  admiration,  rebuked 
her  prefumption,  and  fhewed  her  what  a  wonder  providence  had 
wrought  for  her  fatisfaftion  ;  and  it  greatly  altered  the  temper  of 
her  mind.  O  how  unfearchable  are  his  ways !  and  his  paths  paft 
finding  out  I  Lo,  thefe  are  part  of  his  ways ;  but  how  fmall  a  por- 
tion do  we  know  of  him  ? 

And  now,  fuffcr  me  to  expoftulate  a  little  with  thy  foul.  Read- 
er, haft  thou  been  duly  fenfible  of  thy  obligation  to  providence  for 
this  ineftimable  favour  i  O  what  hath  it  done  for  thee  !  There 
are  divers  kinds  of  mercies  conveyed  to  men  by  the  hand  of  provi- 
dence ;  but  none  like  this  :  in  all  the  treafury  of  its  benefits  none 
is  found  like  this.  Did  it  caft  thee  into  the  way  of  converfion,  and 
order  the  means  and  occafions  of  it  for  thee  when  thou  little 
thoughteft  of  any  fuch  thing  ?  How  dear  and  fweet  (hould  the  re- 
membrance of  it  be  to  thy  foul !  Methinks  it  (hould  aftonifli  and 
mek  you  every  time  you  refleft  upon  it.  Such  mercies  Ihould  ne- 
ver grow  ftale,  or  look  like  common  things  to  you:  for  do  but  fe- 
rioully  confider  the  following  particulars  : 

(i.)  How  furprifmg  the  mercy  was  which  it  performed  for  you 
in  that  day.    Providence  had  a  defign  upon  you  for  your  eternal 
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good,  which  youuaderftood  not :  the  time  of  mtinry  was  ndw  fiillj 
o0fae ;  the  decree  was  bow  ready  to  bring  forth  chat  mercy  with 
whkh  k  had  gone  big  from  eternity,  and  its  gracious  deiign 
aiiift  be  execut^  by  the  hand  of  providence,  fo  far  as  concerned 
the  exbemal  means  and  inftniments:  and  how  aptly  did  it  caufe  all 
things  to  fall  in  with  that,  defign,  though  you  knew  not  the  mean- 
ing oSr  il:  i  took  over  aU  the  befbre«mentioned  exan^les,  and  you 
ftaU  fee  the  blefled  work  of  converfion  begun  upon  thofe  iooh, 
when  they  minded  it  no  more  than  Saul  did  a  kingdom  that  mom- 
IM  be  went  out  to  £eek  )x\%  father's  ajjesj  i  Sam.  ix.  3,  2o.  Pro- 
Tidence  might  truly  have  faid  to  you  in  that  day,  as  (%rift  faid  to 
Peter,  John  xm.  7.  «  What  I  do  thou  knoweft  not  now,  but  bere- 
«  after  thou  (halt  know  it,  God's  thoughu  are  not  as  our 
^  thoughts  \  but  as  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth,  ib  are 
*<  his  thoughts  higher  than  ours,  and  his  ways  than  our  ways.** 
Little  did  Zacheus  think  when  he  climbed  up  into  the  Jjcamgre 
tree  to  fee  Chrlft  as  he  pafTed  that  way,  what  a  defign  of  mercy 
Chrift  had  upon  him,  who  took  thence  the  occafion  ot  becoming 
both  bis  guefi  and  Savbur,  Luke  xix.  5,  6,  7,  8.  And  as  little 
did  fome  of  you  think  what  the  aim  of  providence  was  when  yott 
went  (fome  out  of  cuftom,  others  out  of  curioiity,  if  not  worfe  ends) 
to  hear  fuch  a  fermon.  O  how  ftupendous  are  the  ways  of 
God! 

2.  What  a  diftinguifliing  and  feaibnable  mercy  was  ufliered  in 
by  providence  in  that  day !  It  brought  you  to  the  means  of  falva- 
tbn  in  a  good  hour.  At  that  very  point  of  time  when  the  angd 
troubled  the  waters  you  were  brought  to  xhtpod^  to  allude  to  that, 
John  V.  4.  Now  the  accepted  day  was  come,  the  Spirit  was  in  the 
ordinance  or  providence  that  converted  you,  and  you  were  fet  in 
the  way  of  it.  It  may  be  you  had  heard  many  hundred  fermoos 
before,  but  nothing  would  (lick  till  now,  becaufe  the  hour  was  not 
come.  The  Lord  did,  as  it  were,  call  in  the  word  for  fuch  a  man, 
iuch  a  women  *,  and  providence  faid,  Lord,  here  he  is,  I  have 
brought  him  before  thee.  There  were  many  others  nnder  that  fer- 
mon that  received  no  fuch  mercy.  You  yourfelves  had  heard  ma- 
ny before,  but  not  to  advantage;  as  it  is  faid,  Luke  iv.  27.  << There 
«  were  many  lepers  in  Ifrael  in  the  days  of  EHzeus  \  but  to  none 
«  of  them  was  the  prophet  fent,  favc  unto  Naaman  the  Syrian.'' 
So  there  were  many  poor  unconverted  ibuls  befides  you  under  the 
word  that  day,  and  it  may  be  to  none  of  them  was  falvation  fent 
that  day  but  to  you.  O  blefTed  providence  I  that  fet  you  in  the 
way  of  m<:rcy  at  that  time ! 

What  a  weighty  and  important  mercy  was  providentially  dired* 
ed  to  your  fouk  that  day.  There  are  mercies  of  all  iizes  and  kinds 
in  the  hands  of  providence,  to  difpenfe  to  the  fons  of  men :  itskft 
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hand  k  full  of  blefiing  as  well  as  its  right :  it  hsth  health  and 
riches^  honoiurs  and  plcafures,  as  wdl  as  Chrift  and  falvation  to 
diipenfe.  The  world  is  fiill  rf  its  Ufi  hand  favours  ;  bnt  the  Mcf- 
fings  of  its  right  hand  are  invaluably  precious^  and  few  there  be  that 
receive  them;  it  do^h  thoufands  of  kind  offices  for  men;  but 
among  them  all,  this  is  the  chiefeft,  to  lead  and  dire6:  them  to 
Chrift.     For  confider, 

( I.)  Of  all  mercies^  this  comes  through  moft  and  greateft  difficul- 
ties, Eph.  i.  19,  2o* 

(2.)  This  is  a  fpiritual  mercy,  excelling  in  dignity  of  nature  afl 
others  more  than  gold  excels  the  dirt  under  your  feet,  Rev.  lii.  iD*. 
One  filch  gift  is  worth  thouiands  of  other  mercies. 

(3.)  This  mercy  immediately  flowing  out  of  the  fountain  of 
God's  eleOing  lave^  a  mercy  never  dropt  into  any  but  an  <;le&  veffei^ 
I  Thefi^  i.  4,  5. 

(4.)  This  ifr  a  mercy  that  infallibly  fecures  falvation  :  for  as  we 
may  argue  fromconverfion  to  eledion,  looking  back;  fo  from  con- 
vo&m  to  falvation,  looking  forward,  Heb.  vi.  g. 

(5.)  Laftly^  This  is  an  eternal  mercy,  that  which  will  ftick  f^ 
you  when  fiither,  mother,  wife,  children,  eilate,  honour,  heakh, 
and  fifb  iball  fail  thee,  John.  iv.  14. 

O  therefore,  fet  a  fpecial  mark  upon  that  providence  that  fet  yoQ 
in  the  way  of  this  mercy !  it  hath  performed  that  for  thee  which 
all  the  minifters  on  earth,  and  angelis  in  heaven  cpuld  never  have 
performed.  This  is  a  mercy  that  puts  weight  and  value  into  the 
fmalleil  circumftance  that  relates  to  it. 

The  Jifih  performance  of  providence* 

V.  Tims  yotr  hear  how  inftrumental  providence  hath  been  in  or- 
dering the  means,  and  occafioiis  of  the  greateft  mercies  for  your 
fouls.  Let  us  now  take  into  confideration  another  excellent  per- 
formaoce  of  providence  re^dting  the  good  of  your  bodies  and 
fouls  too,  ia  refpeft  of  that  employment  and  calling  it  ordered  IbF 
you  in  this  wojrld  ;  bxr  it  hath  not  only  an  eye  upon  your  well-being 
in  the  V)orld  to  come^  but  upon  your  well-being  in  this  world  alfo  ; 
and  that  very  much  depends  upon  the  ftation  and  vocation  to  which 
it  calls  yon. 

Now  liie  providence  of  God  with  reipeft  to  our  dvil  callings  may 
be  di^ayed  very  takins^y  in  the  following  psrrticulars. 

I.  Ib  directing  you  to  a  calling  in  your  youth,  and  fiot  fuflfering 
you  to  Uve  an  idle,  ufeleis,  and  finful  life,  as  many  do  who  are  but 
hurdeas  to  the  eartb,^^^x  confumere  natty  the  wens  of  the  body  po- 
litic ;  ferving  only  to  disfigure  and  drain  it,  to  eat  what  others 
earn.  Sin  brought  in  fweat,  Gen.  iii^  19.  but  now,  not  to  fweac 
Hicrofedk  ftOi  a  Theff.  iii.  ia«    He  that  lives  idly  cannot  live  bo^ 
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ne/lly^  as  is  plainly  enough  intimated,  i  TheC  iv^.  it,  I2,  ^ 
when  God  puts  men  into  a  lawful  calling,  wlierein  the  labours 
of  their  hands  or  heads  is  fufficient  for  them,  it  is  a  very  valuable 
mercy :  for  thereby  they  «  eat  their  own  bread,'*  2  Theff  iii.  12. 
Many  a  fad  temptation  is  happily  prevented  }  and  they  are  ordmari- 
^  ly  furnilhed  by  it  for  works  of  mercy  to  others ;  and  furely  it  is 
more  blefled  to  give  than  receive. 

2.  In  ordering  you  to  fuch  callings  and  employments  in  the  world 
as  are  not  only  lawful  in  thenlfelves,  but  mod  fuitable  to  you. 
There  be  many  perfons  employed  in  finfol  trades  and  arts,  merely 
to  furniih  other  men's  lulls  :  they  do  not  only  iin  in  their  employ^ 
ments,  but  their  very  employmfcnts  arc  iinful :  they  trade  for  hell, 
^md  are  faflors  for  the  devil.  Demetrius  and  the  craftsmen  at  £- 
phefus  got  their  eftates  by  making  Qirines  for  Diana,  A^  xix.  24, 
25.  (i.  e.  little  cafes  or  boxes  with  folding  leaves,  within  which  th« 
image  of  that  idol  fat  enfhrined).  Theife  were  carried  about  by 
the  people  in  proceilion,  |n  honour  of  their  idoL  And  at  this 
day  how  many  wicked  arts  and  employments  are  therein  vented 
(and  multitudes  of  perfons  maintained  by  them)  merely  to  gra- 
tify the  pride  and  wantonnefs  of  a  debauched  age  7 

Now  to  have  an  honed,  lawful  employment,  wherem  you  do 
not  dUhonour  God  in  benefiting  yourfelves,  is  no  fmall  mercy. 

But  if  it  be  not  only  lawful  in  itfelf,  but  fuited  to  your  ge« 
nius  and  ftrength,  here  is  a  double  mercy  in  it*  Some  poor 
creatures  are  engaged  in  callings  that  eat  up  thsir  time  and 
firength,  and  make  their  lives  very  uncomfortable  to  them: 
they  have  not  only  fpending  and  wading  employments  in  the 
world,  but  fuch  as  allow  little  or  no  time  for  their  general  call- 
ing ;  and  yet  all  this  doth  but  keep  them  and  theirs  alive.  0 
therefore,  if  God  have  fitted  you  with  an  honeft  em]4oyment, 
wherein  you  have  lefs  toil  than  others,  and  more  time  for  heaven- 
ly exercifes,  afcribe  this  benefit  to  the  ipecial  care  of  providence  for 
you  I 

3.  In  fettling  you  in  fuch  an  employment  and  calling  in  the  world, 
as  poffibly  neither  yourfelves  nor  parents  could  ever  exped  yoa 
fhould  ever  arrive  to  ;  there  are  among  us  fuch  perfons  as,  on  this 
account,  are  fignally  obliged  to  divine  providence :  God  hath  put 
them  into  fuch  a  way  as  neither  they  nor  their  parents  ever  pro- 
jefted.  For,  look  as  the  Flower-de-luce  in  the  compafs  turns  now 
this  way,  then  that  way,  and  never  ceafes  moving  till  it  fettle  to  the 
Northhpoint ;  jud  fo  it  is  in  our  fettlcments  in  this  world.  A  child 
is  now  defigncd  for  this,  then  for  that,  but  at  lad  fettles  in  that 
way  of  employment  which  providence  defigned  him  to.  How 
drangely  are  things  wheeled  about  by  providence  !  Not  what  we 
or  our  parents,  but  what  God  defigned  ihall  take  place.  Amos 
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was  very  meanly  employed  at  firft,  but  God  defigned  faifli  for  a 
more  honourable  and  comfortable  callingi  Amos  vii.  Vl»  ^5*  ^^ 
vid  followed  the  ewes,  and  likely  never  raifed  his  thoughts  to 
higher  things  in  the  days  of  hb  youth ;  but  God  made  him  the 
royal  fliepherd  of  a  better  flock,  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  70,  71.  Peter  and 
Andrew  were  employed  as  filhermen,  but  Chrift  calls  them  from 
that  to  an  higher,  calling,  Mat.  iv«  18,  19.  to  be  filbers  of  men. 
Parens,  when  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  was,  by  the  inftigation  of 
his  ftep-mother,  placed  with  an  apothecary;  but  providence  lb 
wrought  that  he  was  taken  off  from  that,  and  fitted  for  the  minifl 
try;  wherein  he  became  a  fruitful  and  eminent  inftrument  to  the 
church.  James  Andreas  was,  by  reafon  of  his  father's  inability  to 
keep  him  at  fchool,  defigned  fiir  a  carpenter,  but  was  afterwards^ 
by  the  perfuafion  of  his  friends,  and  afliftanceof  the  church-ftock^ 
fent  to  Stutgard,  and  thence  to  the  univerfity,  and  fo  arrived  to  a 
very  eminent  ftation  of  fervicc  to  the  church.  A  maftcr-builder, 
OecolampadhiSj  was  by  his  fether  defigned  for  a  merchant^  but  his 
mother,  by  eamcft  entreaties,  prevailed  to  keep  him  at  fchool : 
and  this  man  was  a  bleffed  infbrument  in  the  reformation  of  reli- 
gion. I  might  eafily  cite  multitudes  of  fuch  inftances,  but  a  tafte 
may  fuffice. 

4.  In  fecuring  your  eftates  from  ruin.  Job.  1*  lo.  <'  Haft  thou 
^  not  made  an  hedge  about  him,  and  all  that  he  hath  ?"  This  is 
the  enclofnre  of  providence  which  (ecures  to  us  what  by  its  favour 
we  acquire  in  the  way  of  honeft  induftry. 

5.  In  making  your  calling  fufHcient  for  you.  It  was  the  prayer 
of  Mofes  for  the  tribe  of  Judah,  Deut.  xxxiiL  7.  <'  Let  his  hand 
*'  be  fufficient  for  him  :''  and  it  Is  no  fmall  mercy  if  yours  be  ib  to 
you.  Some  there  be  that  have  work,  but  not  toength  to  go 
through  with  it ;  others  have  ftrength,  but  no  employment  for  it. 
Some  have  hands,  and  work  for  them  ;  but  it  is  not  fufficient  for 
them  and  theirs.  If  God  blefs  your  labours,  fo  as  to  give  you  and 
yours  necefTary  fupports  and  (Comforts  in  the  world  by  it,  it  is 
a  choice  providence,  and  with  all  thankfiilnefs  to  be  acknow- 
ibdged. 

OhjtB.  I.  If  any  that  fear  God  ihould  complain,  That  although 
ihej  have  a  callings  yet  H  is  a  hard  laborious  one,  which  takes  up  too 
much  ^  their  time,  which  thej  would  gladly  employ  in  other ^  and  better 
vjork,    I  anfwer, 

Sdut.  { I.)  It  is  like  the  wifdom  of  providence  forefaw  this  to  be 
the  mofl  fuitable  and  proper  employment  for  you :  And  if  you  had 
more  cale  and  refl:,  you  might  have  more  temptations  than  now  you 
have:  The  fh-ength  and  time  which  arc  now  taken  up  in  your  daily 
labours  wherein  yon  fervc  God,  might  otberways  have  been 

Vol- IV.  3D 
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/pent  upon  fuch   lufts  wherein  you  might  have  ferved  the  de- 
vil. 

(2.)  Hereby  it  may  be  your  health  is  the  better  prcfervcd,  and 
natural  rehrelhments  made  the  fweeter  to  yon,  Ecclef.  v.  12. 
'*  The  fleep  pf  a  labouring  maq  is  fwcet  to  him,  whether  he  eat 
<<  little  or  much :  But  the  abuqcjance  of  the  rich  will  not  fuffer 
««  him  to  fleep." 

(j*)  And  as  to  the  fervice  of  Gpd  s  if  your  hearts  be  fpiritual, 
you  may  enjoy  much  communion  with  God  in  your  very  employ- 
ments, and  ^ou  have  fome  intervals  and  refpites  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Have  you  not  more  fpare  hours  than  vou  empby  to  that 
pd?^ 

Objeft»  2,  But  all  rny  labours  ivlll  fcarcely  fuffice  to  procure  me  and 
mine  the  necejfarifis  af  lije,  1  am  keptjhort  and  low  to  what  others  argj 
and  this  is  a  fad  afflEiiotK 

Sol,  Though  the  wifdom  of  prpvidence  liath  ordered  you  a  loit- 
er and  poorer  condition  than  others,  yet  (i.)Coniider  how  many 
there  be  that  are  lower  than  you  in  the  world :  You  have  but  lit- 
tle pf  the  world,  yet  others  have  lefs.  Read  the  defcription  of  thofe 
perfons.  Job  xxx.  4,  &c.  (2.)  If  God  had  given  you  but  afmall 
portion  of  the  world  ;  yet  if  you  be  godly,  he  hath  promifed  never 
to  forfake  you,  Heb.  xiii.  5.  (3.)  Providence  hath  ordered  that 
'  condition  for  you  which  is  really  bcft  for  yotir  eternal  good.  If 
you  had  more  of  the  world  than  you  have,  your  heads  and  hearts 
might  not  be  able  to  manage  it  to  your  advantage.  A  fmali  hat 
muft  have  but  a  narrow  fail.  You  have  not  wanted  bdtberto  the 
neceffaries  of  life,  and  arc  commanded,  "  having  food  and  rai- 
««  ment  (though  none  of  the  fineft)  to  be  therewith  content.  A 
«  little  that  a  righteops  man  hath,  is  better  than  the  riches  of 
«*  many  wicked,"  Pfalm  xxxvii,  16.  better  in  the  (^cquifiim, 
fweeter  in  the  fruition,  and  more  comfortable  in  the  account. 

Well  then,  if  providence  hath  fo  difpofed  of  you  all,  that  you  on 
eat  your  own  bread,  and  fo  advantageoufly  directed  fome  of  you  to 
employments  that  aSbrd  not  only  neceflaries  for  yourfelves  aod  fa- 
milies, but  an  over-plus  for  works  of  mercy  to  others,  and  all  this 
brought  about  for  you  in  a  way  you  did  not  projeA  |  let  Gpd  be 
owned  and  honoured  in  this  providence.  Will  you  not  thenceforth 
call  him,  «  My  father,  the  guide -of  my  youth  ?"  as  it  is  Jer.  iii. 
4.  Surely  it  was  the  Lord  that  guided  you  to  fettle^  as  you  did  in 
'  thofe  days  of  your  youth  :  You  reap  at  this  day,  and  may  to  your 
laft  day,  the  fruits  of  thofe  early  providences  in  your  youth. 

Npw  fee  that  you  walk  anfwerable  to  the  obligations  of  provi- 
dence in  this  particular;  and  fee  to  it,  in  the  tear  of  God,  that 
you  abufe  not  any  of  thofe  things  to  bis  djfbonour  which  it  luth 
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wrought  lor  y9ur  comfort.    To  prevent  which  I,  will  Kcf e  drop  a 
few  needful  cautions,  and  fhut  up  this  particular. 

1  Cafits0n,  Be  not  flothful  and  idle  in  your  vooaiions.  It  is  faid 
Auguftus  built  an  Apragapolis,  a  city  void  of  bufinefi :  but  I  am 
fnrc  God  never  ereftcd  any  city,  towni  or  family  to  that  end.  The 
command  to  Adam^  Gen.  iii.  19.  no  doubt  reaches  all  liij  pofleri- 
ty;  and  gofpel<6mmands  back  and  (econd  it  upon  ChritlianSi 
Rom.  xiL  1 1,  and  2  TheflT.  iv.  1 1.  If  you  be  ncg1ig<;nt,  you  cannot 
be  innocent.     And  yet» 

2  Caution.  Be  not  (b  intent  upon  yolir  particular  callings,  as  to 
make  them  interfere  with  your  general  calling.  Beware  you  lofe 
not  your  God  in  the  croud  and  hurry  of  earthly  buQnefs  ;  mind 
tliat  foiemn  warning,  i  Tim.  vi.  9  "  But  they  tliat  will  be  ricH 
<<  fall  into  temptation  and  a  fnare,  and  into  many  foolifli  and  hurt- 
"  fill  lufts,  which  drown  men  in  deftrudKon  and  perdition."  The 
inhabitants  of  CEnock,  a  dry  ifland  near  Athens,  bei^owed  much 
iabDur  to  draw  in  a  ri^er,  to  water  it  and  make  it  fruitful ;  buf 
when  the  fluices  were  opened,  the  waters  flowed  fo  abundantly 
that  it  overflowed  the  ifland,  and  drowned  the  inhabitants.  The 
appiioation  is  obvious.  It  was  an  excellent  faying  of  Seneca,  Rebus 
mn  me  trado^fed  ccmmodo  ;  I  do  not  give,  but  lend  myfelf  to  bud- 
nefs. 

3  Caution.  Remember  always  th^  fuccefs  of  your  callings  and 
earthly  employments  is  by  Divine  bleflings,  not  human  diligence 
abne,  Deut.  viii.  1 8.  "  Thou  flialt  remember  the  Lord  thy  God  5  for 
"  it  is  he  that  gave  thee  power  to  get  wealth  "  The  devil  himfelf 
was  fo  far  orthodox  as  to  acknowledge  it,  Job  i.  10.  «  Hatt  not 
"  thou  made  an  hedge  about  him  and  his  houfc,  and  about  all  that 
"  he  hath  on  every  fide  ?  Thou  haft  blelled  the  work  of  his 
**  hands,"  &c.  Recommend  therefore  your  afiair^  to  God  by 
prayer,  according  to  Pfalm  xxxvii.  4,  5.  <«  Delight  thyfclf  alfo  iit 
*<  the  Lord,  and  he  (hall  give  thee  the  deflres  of  thine  heart. 
<<  Cofnmit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord  :  truft  alfo  in  him,  and  he  fhall 
"  bring  it  to  pafs."  And  touch  not  with  that,  which  you  cannot 
recommend  to  God  by  prayer  for  a  blefllng. 

4  Cauthn.  Be  well  fatisfied  in  that  ftation  and  employment  in 
which  providence  hath  placed  you,  and  do  not  fo  mucii  as  x\Qx 
yourfelvesin  another,  i  Cor.  viii  20.  ««  Let  every  man  abide  in  tne 
«•  fame  calling  wherein  he  was  called."  Providence  is  wifer  than 
you,  and  you  may  be  confident,  hath  fuited  all  things  better  to 
your  eternal  good  than  you  could  do,  had  you  been  left  to  yoiir  own 
option. 

Tlje  ftxth  performatice  of  Providence^ 

VI.  Thus  you  fee  the  care  providence  hath  had  over  you  in  your 
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jouth>  in  tdptQ.  to  that  civil  employment  to  which  it  guided  yoo  ik 
thofe  days.  We  will,  in  the  next  place,  confider  it  as  wrgmk^ 
and  the  orderer  of  our  relations  for  us.  That  providence  hath  a  fpe- 
dal  hand  in  tUs  matter,  is  evident  both  fitnn  fcripture  aflertions, 
and  the  acknowledgments  of  holy  men,  who  m  that  great  concern- 
mem  of  their  lives,  have  ftiU  owned  and  acknowledged  thedirefi- 
ing  hand  of  providence.  Take  an  inftance  of  both.  The  fcrip- 
ture plainly  aflerts  the  dominion  of  providence  over  this  afiahr  in 
Prov.  xiz.  14.  <*  A  prudent  wife  is  from  the  Lord.'*  And  Pro?, 
xviii.  22.  *<  Whofo  findeth  a  wife  findeth  a  good  thing,  and  ob- 
^<  taineth  favour  of  the  Lord."  So  for  children,  fee  FfaL  czxvii. 
3*  <<  Lo,  children  are  an  heritage  of  the  Lord  \  and  the  fruit  of 
*«  the  womb  is  his  reward.** 

And  it  hath  ever  been  the  practice  of  holy  men  to  feek  the 
Lord  for  dire^on  and  counfel  when  they  have  been  upon  the 
change  of  their  condition.  No  doubt  but  Abraham's  encourage- 
ment in  that  cafe  was  the  fruit  of  prayer.  Gen.  zx]v«  7.  His  pi- 
ous fervanf  alfo,  who  was  employed  in  that  afiair,  did  both  eainefilj 
feek  counfel  of  God,  Gen.  xxiv.  12.  and  thankfully  acknowledge 
his  gracious  providence  in  guiding  it,  ver.  26,  27. 

The  fame  we  may  obierve  in  children,  the  fruit  of  marriage,  i 
Sam.  i.  2  .  Luke  i.  13,  14.  Now  the  providence  of  God  may  be 
divers  ways  difplayed  for  the  engaging  of  our  hearts  in  love  to  the 
God  of  otu:  mercies. 

(i.)  There  is  very  much  of  providence  feen  in  appointing  the 
parties  each  for  other.  In  this,  the  Lord  goes  oftentimes  beyond 
our  thoughts  and  projections  %  yea,  and  oftentimes  croflTes  men^s 
deiires  and  defigns  to  their  great  advantage.  Not  what  they  fancy, 
but  what  his  Infinite  Wsfdom  judges  beft  and  moft  beneficial  for 
them,  takes  place.  Hence  it  is  that  probabilities  are  fb  often  dafh- 
ed  ;  and  things  remote,  and  utterly  improbable,  are  brought  about 
in  very  ftrange  and  unaccountable  methods  of  providence. 

(2.)  There  is  much  of  providence  feen  in  the  harmony  and 
agreeablenefs  of  tempers  and  difpofitions ;  fixim  whence  a  very 
great  part  of  the  tranquillity  and  comforts  of  our  lives  refuk :  Or 
at  leaft,  though  natural  tempers  and  educations  did  not  fo  much 
harmonize  before,  yet  they  did  fo  after  they  came  under  the  or- 
dinance of  God :  Gen.  ii.  24.  <«  They  two  fhall  be  one  flcfli  f 
not  one  only  in  refpeA  of  God's  inftitution,  but  one  in  reipe^of 
love  and  afiedion,  that  thofe  who  fo  lately  were  mere  fhangers  to 
each  other,  are  now  endeared  to  a  degree  beyond  the  neareft  re- 
lations in  blood,  as  above,  *<  For  this  caufe  fhall  a  man  leave  fa- 
**  ther  and  mother,  and  fhall  cleave  to  his  wife,  and  they  two  fhall 
*•  be  one  flefh." 

(3.)  But  efpedally,  providence  is  remarkable  in  making  one  in* 
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Arumenul  to  the  eternal  good  of  the  other,  i  Cor.  viL  i6.  «  How 
^  knoweft  thou,  O  wife,  but  thou  mayeft  fave  thy  hufband  ?  Or 
**  how  knoweft  thou,  O  man,  whether  thou  (halt  fave  thy  wife?'* 
Hence  is  that  grave  exhortation  to  the  wives  of  unbelieving  hus- 
bands, I  Pet.  iii.  I.  <<  To  win  them  by  their  convcrfation,  which 
<<  ihould  be  to  them  inftead  of  an  ordinance." 

Or  if  both  be  gracious,  then  what  fingular  afliftance  and  mutual 
help  b  hereby  gained  to  the  furtherance  of  their  eternal  good  ? 
whilft  they  live  together  «  as  heirs  of  the  grace  of  life,''  i  Pet. 
iiu  7*  O  blefled  providence  !  that  direAed  fuch  into  fo  intimate 
relation  on  earth,  who  (hall  inherit  together  the  common  falvatkn 
in  heaven  I 

(4.)  How  much  of  providence  is  feen  in  children,  ^e  fruit  of 
marriage  i  To  have  any  pofterity  in  the  earth,  and  not  be  left  al- 
together as  a  dry  tree.  To  have  comfort  and  joy  in  them,  is  a 
fpedal  providence,  impcnrting  a  fpecial  mercy  to  us.  To  have  the 
breaches  made  upon  our  families  repaired,  is  a  providence  to  be 
owned  with  a  thankful  heart.  When  God  (hall  fay  to  a  man,  as 
he  fpeaks  in  another  cafe  to  the  church,  Usu  xliz.  20.  «  The  chil- 
«<  dren  which  thou  fhalt  have  after  thou  haft  loft  the  other,  ihall 
<<  fay  again  in  thine  ears.  The  place  b  too  ibsut  for  me,"  &c. 

And  thefe  providences  will  appear  more  affe£tii^y  fweet  and 
lovely  to  you,  if  you  but  compare  its  allotments  to  you,  ^th  what 
it  hath  allotted  to  many  others  in  the  world.  For  do  but  look 
abroad,  and  you  Ihail  find, 

(i.)  Multitudes  unequally  yoked,  to  the  Jmbittering  of  thdr 
lives,  whofe  relations  are  clogs  and  hinderances,  both  in  temporals 
and  fpirituals.  Yea,  we  find  an  account  in  fcripture  of  gracious  > 
perlbns,  a  great  part  of  whofe  comfort  in  this  world  hath  been 
fplit  upon  this  rock.  Abigail  was  a  difcreet  and  virtuous  woman, 
but  very  unfuitably  matched  to  a  churlifli  Nabal;  See  i  Sam.  xxv. 
25.  What  a  temptation,  to  the  negleA  of  a  known  duty,  pre* 
vailed  upon  the  renowned  Mofes,  by  the  means  of  Zipporah  his 
wife  ?  Exod.  iv.  24,  25.  David  had  his  fco£Bng  Michal,  2  Sam* 
vi.  20.  And  patient  Job  no  fmall  addition  to  all  his  other  afliic- 
tions,  from  the  wife  of  his  bofom,  who  fhould  have  been  a  iupport 
to  him  in  the  day  of  his  troubk,  Job  xix.  17. 

No  doubt,  but  God  fanftifies  fuch  rods  to  his  people's  good. 
If  Socrates  knew  how  to  improvehis  affliction  in  his  Zantippe,  to 
the  increafe  of  lus  patience,  much  more  will  they  who  converie 
with  God  under  all  providences,  whether  fweet  pr  bitter.  Never* 
thelefs  this  muft  be  acknowledged  to  be  a  fad  ffa-oke  upon  any 
perfon,  and  fuch  as  maims  them  upon  the  working  hand,  by  un- 
fitting them  for  duty,  i  Pet.  iii.  7.  and  cuts  off  much  of  the  com« 
fort  of  life  alfo. 
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(2.)  How  many  are  there  who  never  enjoy  the  coriifortaUe  fruits 
of  inarriftge»  but  are  denied  the  fight,  at  leaft  the  enjoyment  of 
children  ?  Jer.  xxii.  30.  <<  Thus  faith  the  Lord^  write  this  man 
*♦  childlcfs,**  Sccp  Or  if  they  have  children,  yet  cannot  enjoy 
tbem,  Hof.  ix.  12.  "  Though  they  bring  up  children,  yet  will  I 
<<  bereave  them,  that  there  ihall  not  be  a  man  left ;"  n^ho  only  bear 
for  the  grave,  and  have  their  expectations  raifed  for  a  greater  af« 
flidion  to  themfelves. 

(3.)  And  it  ts  no  rare  or  umifual  thing  to  fee  children  and  near 
reIatiot»,  the  greateA  infh-umtnts  of  affli£lion  to  their  parents  ' 
and  friends :  So  that  after  all  their  other  forrows  and  troubles  in 
the  world,  neareft  relations  bring  up  the  rear  of  forrows,  (as  *one 
ipeaks)  and  prove  greater  griefs  than  any  other.  O  how  many 
parents  have  complained,  with  the  tree  in  the  fable,  that  their  ve- 
ry hearts  have  been  torn  afunder  with  thofe  wedges  that  were  cut 
out  of  their  own  bodies  I  What  a  grief  was  Eiau  to  Ifaac  and  Re* 
bekah  ?  Gen.  xxvi.  34,  35.  What  a  fcourge  were  Abfalom  and 
Amnon  to  David  ? 

Well  then,  if  God  have  iet  the  folitary  in  families ,  as  it  is,  FfaL 
Ixviij.  ($.  built  an  houfe  for  the  defolate,  given  you  comfortable  re- 
lations, which  are  fprings  of  daily  comfort  said  refrefhment  to  you, 
you  are,  upon  many  accounts,  engaged  to  walk  anfwerably  to  tbefe 
gracious  providences.  And  that  you  may  underfVand  wherein  that 
decc^m  and  agreeable  comportment  with,  thefe  providences  con- 
fiiV,  take  up  the  fenfe  of  your  duty  in  thefe  brief  hints. 

(!.)  Afcribc  to  God  the  glory  of  all  thofe  providential  worb 
which  yield  you  comfort.  You  fee  a  wife,  direAing,  govemiog 
Providence,  which  hath  difpofed  and  ordered  all  things  beyond 
your  own  projeftions  and  deiigns.  <<  The  way  of  man  is  not  in 
<^  himfelf ;  nor  is  it  in  him  that  walketh  to  direA  his  own  f^eps,** 
Jer.  X.  23.  Not  what  you  projected,  but  what  an  higher  Cotinfel 
than  yoors  determined,  is  cometopafs.  Good  Jacob,  when  God 
had  ftiade  him  the  father  of  a  family,  admired  God  in  the  mercyi 
Gen.  xxxii.  10.  «  With  my  flaff  (faid  he)  I  pafTcd  over  this  Jor- 
f«  dan,  and  now  I  am  become  two  bands.**  And  how  doth  this 
mercy  humble  and  melt  him?  « I  am  not  worthy  of  the  leail  of  all 
<<  the  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth  which  thou  hail  fhewcd  onto 
«f  thy  ferVant." 

(2.)  Be  exa<St  in  difcharging  the  duties  of  thofe  relations  which 
fe  gvfcious  a  providence  hath  led  you  into.  Abufe  not  the  efieds 
of  fb  much  n>ercy  and  love  to  vou :  The  Lord  expeAs  praife, 
wherever  you  have  comfort.     This  aggravated  David's  fin,  that 

•  Mr  T.  C.  in  his  Ifagoge. 
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he  {hould  dare  to  abufc  fo  great  love  and  mercy,  as  God  had  (hewn 
him  in  his  family  relations,  2  Sam.  xii.  7>  S,  9. 
'  (3.)  Improve  relations,  to  the  end  providence  defigned  them : 
Walk  together  as  co-heirs  of  the  grace  of  life :  Study  to  be  mu- 
tual blelSngs  to  each  other  :  So  walk  in  your  relations,  that  the 
parting  day  may  be  fweet.  Death  will  ihortly  break  up  the  fa^ 
mily ;  and  then  ^nothing  but  the  fenfe  of  duty  difcharged,  or  the 
Beglefts  pardoned,  will  give  comfort* 

Thefeventh  performance  of  Provtdence. 

Vn.  You  have  heard  how  well  providence  hath  performed  its 
part  for  you,  in  planting  you  into  families,  who  once  were  folitary* 
Now  let  us  in  the  next  place  view  another  gracious  performances  df 
providence  foi*  us,  in  making  prwtfton  from  time  to  time  for  us  and 
our  families,  I  the  rather  p\it  thefe  providences  together  in  this 
place,  becaufe  I  find  the  Scripture  doth  fo,  PfaL  cvii.  41.  "Ha 
**  fetteth  the  poor  on  high  from  affliction,  and  maketh  him  fami- 
««  lies  like  a  Hock/' 

Too  know  the  promifes  God  hath  made  to  his  people,  PfaU 
xxxiv.  10.  « The  young  lions  ftiall  lack,  and  fuflfer  hunger;  but  . 
'<  they  that  ieek  the  Lord,  fhall  not  want  any  good  thing."  And 
have  you  not  alfo  feen  the  conftant  performance  of  it  ?  Cannot  you 
give  the  fame  anfwer,  if  the  fame  quefVion  were  propounded  to  you^ 
that  thedifciples  did,  Luke  xxii.  35*  "  Since  I  fent  you  forth,  lacked 
"  ye  any  thing  ?  And  they  faid,  Nothing/*  Can  ye  not,  with 
Jacob,  call  him,  "  the  God  that  fed  you  all  your  life"  long  ?  Gen. 
xlviii.  15.  Surely  "  he  hath  given  bread  to  them  that  fear  him, 
"  and  been  ever  mindful  of  his  covenant,"  Pfal.  cxi.  5. 

To  difplay  ^his  providence,  we  will  coniider  it  in  the  following 
particulars. 

{ I .)  The  qffiduiiy  atid  conftancy  of  the  care  of  Providence  for  the 
faints.  Lam,  iii.  23.  "His  mercies  are  new  every  morning.''  It 
is  not  the  fupply  of  one  or  two  preffing  needs,  but  all  your  wants^ 
as  they  grow  from  day  to  day  through  all  your  days,  Gen  xhriii.  15. 
«  The  God  that  fed  me  all  my  life  long."  The  care  of  Providence 
runs  parallel  with  the  line  of  life  :  See  Ifa.  xlvi.  3,  4.  <<  Hearken 
'*  unto  me,  O  houfe  of  Jacob,  and  all  the  remnant  of  the  houfe 
*'  of  Ifrael,  which  are  born  by  me  fi*om  the  belly,  which  arc  carried 
**  firom  the  womb,  and  even  to  your  old  age,  I  am  he,  and  even 
**  to  hoary  \i^\T$  will  I  carry  you ;  I  have  made,  and  I  will  bear, 
«*  even  I  will  carry  and  will  deliver  you.'*  So  that  as  God  bid 
Ifrael,  Micah  vi.  5.  «  To  remember  from  Shittim  unto  Gilgal, 
<<  that  they  might  know  the  faithfulnefs  of  the  Lord  ;"  fo  would  I 
perfuade  thee,  reader,  to  record  the  ways  of  Providence,  from  firft 
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to  laft,  throughout  thy  whole  courfe  to  this  day,  that  thou  mayeft 
fee  what  a  God  he  hath  been  to  thee. 

(2.)  The  feafonablenefs,  and  opportunenefs  of  its  provifions  for 
them:  For  fo  runs  the  promife,  Ifa.  xli.  17.  "  When  the  poor 

♦ «  and  needy  feek  water,  and  there  is  none,  and  their  tongue  faileth 
«  forthirft,  I,  the  Lord,  will  hear  them;  I,  the  Godoflfrael, 
^  wiD  not  forfake  them :"  And  fo  hath  the  performance  of  it  been. 
And  this  hath  been  made  good  to  diftrefled  faints,  fometimcs  Id  a 
more,  ordinary  way^  God  fecretly  bleffing  a  little,  and  making  it 
fufficient  for  us  and  ours.  Job  tells  of  «  the  fecret  of  God  upon 
«  his  tabernacle,''  Jobxxix.  4.  (i.  e.  his  fecret  bleffing  is  in  their 
tabernacles) ;  by  reafon  whereof,  it  is  that  they  fubfift ;  but  it  is 
in  an  bnaccountable  way  that  they  do  fo.  And  fometimes  in  an 
extraordinary  way  it  breaks  forth  for  their  fupply  :  So  you  find  in 
I  Kliogs  xvii.  9,  10,  II,  12,  13,  14.  The  crufe  and  barrel  fail 
not. 

Mr  Samuel  Clark  *,  in  the  life  of  that  painful  and  humble 
fervant  of  Chrift,  Mr  John  Fox,  records  a  memorable  inftancc  of 
Providence  ;  and  it  is  this  :  That  towards  the  end  of  King  Henry 
the  eighth's  reign,  he  went  to  London,  where  he  quickly  fpcnt  that 
little  his  friends  had  given  him,  or  he  had  acquired  by  his  own 
diligence,  and  began  to  be  in  great  want.  As  one  day  he  fat  in 
Paul's  church,  fpent  with  long  failing,  his  countenance  thin,  and 
his  eyes  hollow,  after  the  ghaftly  manner  of  dying  men,  every  one 
ihunning  a  fpedacle  of  fo  much  horror ;  there  came  one  to  him, 
whom  he  had  never  feen  before,  and  thruft  an  untold  fum  of  money 
into  his  hand,  bidding  him  be  of  good  cheer,  and  accept  that  fmall 
gift  in  good  part  from  his  countryman  j  and  that  he  fliould  make 
much  of  himfelf,  for  that  within  a  few  days,  new  hopes  were  at 
hand,  and  a  more  certain  condition  of  livelihood.  Three  days 
after,  the  dutches  of  Richmond  fent  for  him  to  liv6  in  her  houfc, 
and  be  tutor  to  the  Earl  of  Surry's  children,  then  under  her  care. 
Mr  Ifaac  Ambrofe,  a  worthy  divine,  whofe  labours  have  made 

"him  acceptable  to  his  generation,  in  his  epiftle  to  the  carl  of  Bed- 
ford, prefixed  to  his  Lafi  Things,  gives  a  pregnant  inftance  in  his 
own  cafe.     His  words  are  thefe ;  <  For  mine  own  part  (faith  he) 

*  however  the  Lord  hath  feen  caufe  to  give  me  but  a  poor  pittance 

*  of  outward  things,  for  which  I  blefs  his  name ;  yet  in  the  income 
<  thereof,  I  have  many  times  obferved  fo  much  of  his  peculiar  pro- 

*  vidence,  that  thercl^  they  have  been  very  much' fwcctencd,  and 

*  my  heart  hath  been  raifed  to  admire  his  grace.     When  of  late 

*  under  an  hard  difpenfation  (which  I  judge  not  meet  to  mention) 

*  wherein  I  fuffered  confcientioufly,  all  ftreams  of  wonted  fuppBcs 

*  Clark's  livo,  voL  i.  p.  34a. 
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*  being  ftopt,  the  waters  of  relief  for  myfclf  and  family  did  run 

<  low  :  I  went  to  bed  with  fome*  daggerings  and  doubtings  of  the 
'  fountain's  letting  out  itfelf  for  our  refrefliing ;  but  ere  I  did 

<  awake  in  the  morningi  a  letter  was  brought  to  my  bed-fide» 

*  which  was  figned  by  a  choice  friend^  Mr  Anthony  Aih,  which 

*  reported  ibme  unexpefted  breaking  out  of  God's  goodneis  for 

*  my  comfort.     Thefe  are  fomc  of  his  lines. Your  God,  who 

*  hath  given  you  a  heart  thankfully  to  record  your  experiences  of 

<  his  goodnefs,  doth  renew  experiences  for  your  encouragement. 

*  Now  I  (hall  report  one,  which  will  raife  your  fpirit  toward  the 
'  God  of  your  mercies.'     Whereupon  he  fweetly  concludes,  *  One 

*  morfel  of  God's  provifion,  efpccially  when  it  comes  in  unexpeft- 

*  cd,  and  upon  prayer,  when  wants  are  moft,  will  be  more  fwcct 

*  to  fpiritual  relifli  than  all  former  enjoyments  were.' 

(3.)  The  wifdom  of  providence  is  our  provifion.  And  this  is  dis- 
covered in  two  things:  (i.)  In  proportioning  the  quantity,  not  fa- 
tisfying  our  extravagant  wl/hes^  but  anfwering  our  real  needsy  con- 
fulting  our  wants ^  not  our  ivantonnefs^  Phil.  iv.  19.  *<  My  God 
<*  ihall  fupply  all  our  wants ;"  and  this  hath  exactly  fuited  the 
wlihes  of  the  bed  and  wifeft  men,  who  defired  no  more  at  his 
hands.  So  Jacob,  Gen.  xxviii.  20.  and  Agur,  Prov.  xxx.  8,  9. 
Wife  providence  considers  our  conditions  zs  pilgrims  znd  Jlrangers^ 
and  fo  allots  the  viaticum^  the  provifion  that  is  needful  for  our  paf- 
fage  home.  It  knows  the  mifchievous  influence  of  fulnefs  and  re- 
dundancy upon  mofi;  men,  though  fanftified  ;  and  how  apt  it  is  to 
make  them  remifs  and  forgetful  of  God,  Deut,  vi.  12.  That  their 
hearts,  like  the  moon^  fuffer  an  eclipfe  when  it  b  at  the  fiiU ;  and  fo 
fuits  and  orders  all  to  their  be{^  advantage.  (2.)  Its  wifdom  is 
much  difcovered  in  the  manner  of  difpenfing  our  portion  to  us :  It 
many  times  fuffers  our  wants  to  pinch  hard,  and  many  fears  to 
arifc  out  of  defign  to  magnify  the  care  and  love  of  God  in  the  fup- 
ply, Deut.  viii.  3.  Providence  lb  orders  the  cafe,  that  faith  and 
prayer  coming  betwixt  our  wants  and  fuppbcs,  the  goodnefs  of 
God  may  be  the  more  magnified  in  your  eyes  thereby. 

And  now,  let  me  beg  you  to  confider  the  good  hand  of  provi- 
dence, that  hath  provided  for,  and  fuitably  fupplied  you  and  yours 
all  your  days,  and  never  failed  you  hitherto  5  and  labour  to,  walk 
fuitably  to  your  experiences  of  fuch  mercies.  In  order  whereunto 
let  me  prefs  a  few  luitable  cautions  upon  you. 

I.  Beware  that  you  forget  not  the  care  and  kindnefs  of  provi- 
dence which  your  eyes  have  feen  in  fo  many  fruits  and  experiences 
thereof..  It  was  God's  charge  againft  Ifrael,  Pfal.  cvi.  13.  "  That 
"  they  foon  forgot  his  wondrous  works."     A  bad  heart  and  a  flip- 

VoL.  IV.  No.  35.    .  3  E 
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pcry  memory  deprive  men  of  the  comfort  of  many  mercies,  and  de« 
fraud  God  of  the  glory  due  for  them. 

2.  Do  not  dl(hiift  Providence  in  future  exigendes  :  Thus  they 
did,  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  20.  «  Behold,  he  fmotc  the  rock  that  the  waters 
<*  guihed  out,  and  the  ilreams  overflowed :  Can  he  give  bread  ai- 
«•  lo  I  Can  he  provide  flelh  for  his  people  ?  «  How  unreafonable 
and  abfurd  are  thefe  queries  of  unbelief,  efpecially  after  their 
eyes  had  feen  the  power  of  God  in  fiich  extraordinary  tf- 
fcftsf 

3.  Do  not  murmur  and  regret  under  new  ftraits :  This  is  a  file 
temper ;  and  yet  how  incident  to  us  when  wants  prcfs  hard  npwi 
us*  Ah  !  did  we  but  rightly  undeHland  what  the  demerit  of  fin 
IS,  we  would  rather  admire  the  bounty  of  God,  than  comphin  of 
the  ftrait-handednefs  of  providence.  And  if  we  did  bat  confider 
that  there  lies  upon  God  no  obligation  of  juflice  or  gratitude  to  re- 
ward any  of  our  duties,  it  would  cure  our  murmurs,  Gen.  xxxii. 
20.  * 

4.  Do  not  (hew  the  leaft  difcontent  at  the  lot  and  portion  pro- 
vidence carves  out  to  you  :  O  that  you  would  be  well  {Jcafcd 
and  fatisfied  with  all  its  appointments !  fay,  as  Pfalm  xvi.  6* 
«<  The  lines  are  fallen  unto  me  in  pleaiant  places ;  yea,  I  have 
•♦  a  goodly  heritage."  Surely  that  is  beft  for  you  which  provi- 
dence hath  appointed,  and  one  day  you  yourfelves  will  judge  it  fo 
to  be. 

5.  Do  not  negleft  prayer  when  fkaits  befal  you.  Yon  fee  it  is 
Providence  difpenfes  all,  you  live  upon  it ;  therefore  apply  yoor- 
ftlves  to  God  in  the  times  of  need.  This  Is  evidently  included  in 
the  promife,  Ifa.  xli.  17.  as  well  as  exprefled  in  the  command^ 
Phil.  iv.  6.  «  Remember  God,  and  he  will  not  forget  you.** 

6.  Do  riot  diftraft  your  hearts  with  finfol  cares.  Mat.  vi.  251  '^^ 
Confider  the  fowls  of  the' air ^  (faith  Chrift)  not  the  fowls  at  the 
door,  that  are  daily  fed  by  hand  ;  but  thofe  of  the  air,  that  kaow 
not  where  to  have  the  next  meal ;  and  yet  God  provides  for  them. 
RemeiTiber  your  relation  to  Chrift,  and  his  engagements  by  pro- 
mife to  you,  and  by  thefe  things,  work  your  hearts  to  fatisfiiAio& 
and  content  with  all  the  allotments  of  providence. 

The  eight  performance  of  Pr^vldetice. 

VIII.  The  next  great  advantage  and  mercy  the  faints  receive 
from  the  hand  of  providence,  is,  in  their prefervation  from  tbejharts 
and  temptations  ofjin^  bj  its  preventing  care  over  them.  That  provi- 
dence wards  off  many  a  dreadful  ftroke  of  temptation>  and  puts  by 
many  a  mortal  thrull  which  Satan  makes  at  our  fouls,  is  a  truth  as 
manifeft  as  the  light  that  fhineth.  This  is  included  in  that  promife^ 
•I  Cor.  X.  13.  God  will  "with  the  temptation  msdce  a  way  to  cfcape, 
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«  diat  re  may  be  able  to  bear  it."  Providence  gives  an  out-let  for 
the  fours  efcape,  when  it  is  fhut  up  into  the  dangerous  ftratts  of 
temptation.  There  are  two  eminent  ways  whereby  the  force  and 
efficacy  of  temptation  is  broken  in  believers  :  One  is  by  the  opera- 
tion of  internal  grace,  Gal.  v.  1 7.  <«  The  Spirit  ludeth  againft  the 
«  fleih>"  fo  that  ye  cannot  do  the  things  that  ye  would ;  i.  e. 
Sanctification  gives  fin  a  mifcarrying  womb  after  it  hath  conceived 
in  the  fouL  The  other  way,  is  by  the  external  working  of  Pro- 
vidence :  and  of  this  I  am  hett  engaged  to  fpeak. 

The  providence  of  God  is  the  great  obex  and  hinderance  to  a 
world  of  fin,  which  elfq  would  break  forth  like  an  overflowing 
flood  firom  our  corrupt  natures :  It  prevents  abundance  of  fin, 
which  elfe  wicked  men  would  commit,  Gen.  xix.  1 1.  The  So- 
domites were  greedily  purfuing  their  lufts;  God  providentially 
hinders  it,  by  fmiting  them  blind.  Jeroboam  intends  ^o  fmite 
x\itpn^bet:  Providence  interpofed,  and  withered  his  arm,  i  Kings 
xiii.  4.  Thus  you  fee,  when  wicked  men  have  contrived,  and  arc 
ready  to  execute  their  wickedneis,  providence  claps  on  its  mana- 
cles, <<  That  their  hands  cailnot  perform  their  enterprizes,  as  it  is, 
Jobv.  12. 

And  fo  much  comiptioa  there  remains  on  good  men,  that  they 
would  certainly  plunge  themfelves  under  much  more  guilt  than 
they  do,  if  providence  did  not  take  greater  care  of  them  than  they 
do  of  themfelves :  For  though  they  make  confcience  of  keeping 
themielves,  and  daily  watch  their  hearts  and  ways>  yet  fuch  is  the 
decekfolneis  of  fin,  that  if  providence  did  not  lay  blocks  in  their 
way,  it  would  (more  frequently  than  it  doth)  entangle  and  defile 
them.     And  this  it  doth  divers  ways  : 

(i.)  Sometimes  by  ftirring  up  others  to  interpofe  with  feafonable 
counfels,  which  eflFedhially  difluade  them  from  profecuting  an  evil 
defign.  Thus  Abigail  meets  David  in  the  nick  of  time,  and  diC- 
faades  him  from  his  evil  purpofe,   i  Sam.  xxv.  34. 

And  I  find  it  recorded  (as  on  another  account  was  noted  before) 
of  that  holy  man,  Mr  Dod,  that  being  late  at  night  in  his  ftudy, 
he  was  ftrongiy  moved  (though  at  an  unfeaibnable  hour)  to  vifit  a 
gentleman  of  his  acquaintance  }  and  not  Isnowing  what  might  be 
the  defign  of  providence  therein,  he  obeyed  and  went.  When 
he  came  to  the  houfe,  after  a  few  knocks  at  the  door,  the  gentle- 
man  himfelf  came  to  him,  and  aiked  him  whether  he  had  any 
bufinefs  with  him  ?  Mr  Dod  anfwered,Nd  ;  but  that  he  could  not' 
be  quiet  till  he  had  feen  him^  O  fir,  (replied  the  gentleman)  you 
arefent  of  God  at  this  hour,  for  juftnow  (and  with  that  takes  the 
halter  out  of  his  pocket)  I  was  going  to  defiroy  myfelf.  And  thus 
was  the  mifchief  prevented. 

(2.)  Sometimes  by  hindering  the  means  and  inftruments^  where- 
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by  the  evil  itfelf  is  prevented.  Thus,  when  good  Jehofliaphat  had 
joined  himfelf  with  that  wicked  king,  Ahaziah,  to  build  (hips  at 
Ezion-Gabar,  to  go  to  Tarfhifh,  God  prevents  the  defign,  bj 
breaking  the  (hips  with  a  ftorm,  as  you  read,  2  Chron.  xx.  35, 

3^y  37- 

We  find  alfo  in  the  life  of  Mr  Bolton,  written  by  Mr  Bagfhaw, 

that  whilft  he  was  in  Oxford,  he  had  familiar  acquaintance  with 
Mr  Anderton,  a  good  fcholar/  but  a  ftrong  Papift,  who  knowing 
Mr  Bolton's  good  parts,  and  perceiving  that  he  was  in  fome  out- 
ward wants,  took  this  advantage,  and  ufed  many  arguments  to 
perfuade  him  to  be  reconciled  to  the  church  of  Rome,  and  to  go 
over  with  him  to  the  Engliih/eminary ;  aiTuring  him  he  (hould  be 
fumiflied  with  all  neceiTaries,  and  have  gold  enough.  Mr 
Bolton  being  at  that  time  poor  in  mind  and  purfe,  accepted  the 
motion ;  and  a  day^  and  place  were  appointed  in  Lancafhire,  where 
they  fliould  meet  and  take  ibipping  and  be  gone:  But  Mr  Anderton 
came  not,  and  fo  he  efcaped  the  fnare. 

(3.)  Sometimes  by  laying  lorae  ftrong  affliftions*  on  the  body, 
to  prevent  a  worfe  evil.  And  this  is  the  meaning  of  Hof.  ii.  6. 
•«  I  will  hedge  up  her  way  with  thorns,"  Thus  Bafil  was  a  l(Higttmc 
exercifed  with  a  violent  head-ach,  which  (as  he  obferved)  was  ufed 
by  providence  to  prevent  luft.  Paul  had  a  thorn  in  his  fiefli,  a 
mefiTdnger  of  Satan  fent  to  buflTet  him  :  And  this  afflidion,  what- 
ever it  was,  was  ordained  to  prevent  pride  in  him,  2  Cor.  xiii.  7. 

(4.)  Sometimes  fin  is  prevented  in  the  faints,  by  the  better  in- 
formation of  thdir  minds  at  the  facred  oracies  of  God  !  Thus  when 
finful  motions  began  to  rife  in  David's  mind,  from  tly  profperity  of 
the  wicked,  and  his  own  afflicted  ft:ate,  and  grew  to  that  height, 
that  he  began  to  think,  all  he  had  done  in  the  way  of  religion 
'  was  little  better  than  loft  labour  •,  he  is  let  right  again,  and  the 
temptation  difiolved,  by  going  into  the  funfiuary^  where  God 
fliewed  him  how  to  take  new  meafurqs  orperfbns  and  things;  to 
judge  of  them  by  their  ends  and  ifiues,  not  their  preftnt  appear- 
ances, Pfal.  Ixxiii.  12,  13,  17. 

(5.)  And  foroctimes  the  providence  of  God  prevents  the  fins  of 
his  people,  by  removing  them  out  of  the  way.  of  temptation  by 
death.  In  which  fenfe  we  may  underftand  the  text,  Ifa.  Ivii.  i. 
"  The  righteous  is  taken  away  from  the  evil  to  come,"  the  evil  of 
Jin  as  well  as  fuff wrings.  When  the  Lord  fees  his  people  low- 
fpirited,    and  not  able  to  grapple  with  ftrong  trials  and  temp- 

•  Some  afFI!<5lions  arc  T*w«p*a»,  punifhments;  Others  arc  xouiiai>%  chaftifo 
nicnts  ;  and  thrfc  arc  both  ^ojuu«p»aj,  trials  of  grace,  and  srpo^y\axI*««i>  P'^ 
fcrvativcs  from  fin.  '  < 
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tationsi  which  are  drawing  on,,  it  is,  with  refpedt  to  them^  a  pro- 
vidence to  be  difbanded  by  deaths  and  fet  out  of  harm'^  way. 

Now  confider  and  admire  the  providence  of  God,  O  yc  faints ! 
who  hath  had  more  care  of  your  fouls,  than  ever  ye  had  of  them! 
Had  not  the  providence  of  God  thus  wrought  for  you,  in  a  way  of 
prevention,  it  may  be  you  had  this  day  been  fo  many  Magor- 
miifabibs.  How  was  the  heart  of  David  melted  under  that  pre- 
venting providence,  foremen tioned,  in  i  Sam.  xxv.  34.  He  blefies 
the  Lord,  the  infb-ument,  and  that  counfel  by  which  his  foul  was 
preferved  from  iin.  Do  but  ferioufly  bethink  yourfelves  of  a  few 
particulars  about  this  cafe.     As, 

(i.)  How  your  corrupt  natures  have  often  impetuouQy  hurried 
you  on  towards  fin,  fo  that  ail  the  inherent  grace  you  hid,  could 
not  withiland  its  force,  if  providence  had  not  prevented  it  in 
feme  fuch  method  as  you  have  heard,  James  i.  1 4.  "  Every  man 
<<  is  tempted  when  he  is  drawn  away  of  his  own  lufts,  and  en- 
*'  riced.'*  You  found  yourfelves  but  feathers  in  the  wind  of  temp- 
tation. 

(2.)  How  near  you  have  been  brought  to  the  brink  of  fin,  and 
yet  faved  my- a  merciful  hand  of  Providence  !  may  you  not  fay  with 
him  in  Prov.  v.  14.  "I  was  almoft  in  the  midft  of  all  evil  :*'  Or, 
as  Pfalm  Ixxiiil  2.  <•  My  feet  were  almo,(l  gone,  my  (Vieps  had  well 
"  nigh  flipt  ?**  O  merciful  Providence  !  that  fleps  in  fo  oppor- 
tunely to  your  relief! 

(3.)  How  many  have  been  fufFered  to  fall  by  the  hand  of  temp- 
tations to  the  re.proach  of  religion,  and  wounding  of  their  own  con- 
fcience  to  that  degree,  that  they  have  never  recovered  their  former 
peace  again,  but  lived  in  the  world  devoid  of  comfort  to  their  dy- 
ing day  ? 

(4.)  How  woful  your  cafe  had  been  if  the  Lord  had  not  merci- 
fully faved  you  finom  many  thoufand  temptations  that  have  allaulted 
you  ?  I  tell  you,  you  cannot  eftimate  the  mercies  you*  pofleis  by 
means  of  fuch  providences.  Are  your  names  fweet,  and  your  con- 
fciences  peaceful,  two  mercies  as  dear  to  you  as  your  two  eyes  ? 
Why  furely,  you  owe  them,  if  not  wholly,  yet  in  great  meafiire, 
to  the  aids  and  afiiftances  Providence  hath  given  you  all  along  the 
way  you  have  paiTed  through  the  dangerous  tempting  world  to  this 
day. 

Walk  therefore  fuitably  to  this  obligation  of  Providence  alfo : 
And  lee, 

(i.)  That  you  thankfully  own  it.  Don't  impute  your  eC- 
capes  from  fin  to  accidents,  or  to  your  own  watchfulnefs  or  wif- 
dom. 

(2.)  See  that  you  tempt  not  providence,  on  the  other  hand,  by 
2in  irregular  reliance  upon  its  care  over  you>  without  taking  all  due 
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care  of  yoarfelves.  "  Keep  yourfelvcs  in  the  lore  of  God."  Jude 
21.  <<  Keep  your  hearts  with  all  diligence/'  Prov.  iv.  23.  Though 
providence  keep  you^  yet  it  is  in  the  way  of  your  duty. 

'  'The  mnth perfirmanee  of  Providence » 

Thus  you  fee  what  care  providence  hath  had  over  your  fouls  /« 
freventing  thefpirilual  dangers  and  n^feries  that  elfe  would  have  befall 
ien  you  in  the  way  of  temptations  :  In  the  next  place  I  will  (hew  you, 
that  it  hath  been  no  lefs  careful  for  your  bodies^  and  with  how  great 
Underncfs  it  hath  carried  them  in  its  arms  through  innumerable  boards 
and  dangers  alfo*.  He  is  called  <<  the  keeper  of  Ifrael,  that  ne- 
«  vcr  flumbereth  nor  fleepeth,**  Pfal.  cxxi.  4*  "  The  prcfcr?cr 
«  of  men/*  Job  vii.  20.  To  difplay  the  glory  of  his  providence 
before  you,  let  us  take  into  coniideration  the  perils  into  which  the 
beft  of  men  fometimes  fall>  and  the  ways  and  means  by  which  pro* 
iitdence  preferves  them  in  thofe  dangers. 

There  are  manifold  hazards  into  which  we  are  often  caft  in  this 
world.  The  apoftle  Paul  gives  us  a  general  account  of  his  dan-* 
gers>  in  2  Cor.  xi.  26.  And  how  great  a  wonder  is  it  that  our 
lives  have  not  been  extinguilhed  in  fome  of  thoie  dangers  we  have 
been  in  ?  For, 

(i.)  Have  not  fome  of  us  fallen,  and  that  olten  into  very  dan- 
gerous ilckncfles  and  difcafcs,  in  wi^ich  we  have  approached  to  the 
very  brink  of  the  grave  ?  and  have,  or  might  have  faid  with  Heze- 
kiahj  Ifa.  xxxviii.io.  ^<  I  faid  in  the  cutting  off*  c^  t  u  ••;  .0 
«<  of  my  days  I  fliall  go  to  the  gates  of  the        ^  ^  J 

**  grave  :  I  am  deprived  of  the  rcildue  of  my  ^*  '  * 
«  years.**  Have  we  not  often  had  the  fentence  of  death  in  our- 
felves  ?  And  our  bodies  at  that  time  been  like  a  leaky  fhip  in  a 
ftorm  (as  one  f  aptly  refembles  it)  that  hath  taken  in  water  oo 
every  fide,  till  it  was  ready  to  fink  ?  yet  hath  God  preferved,  ca- 
reened, and  launflicd  us  out  again  as  well  as  ever.  O  what  a 
wonder  is  it  that  fuch  a  crazy  X  b<>dy  Aould  be  priifcrved  for  fo  ma- 
ny years,  and  furvive  fo  many  dangers !  furely,  it  is  not  o)ore  admi- 
rable to  fee  a  Venice-glafs  pafs  from  hand  to  hand,  in  a  continual  ufe 
for  forty  or  fifty  years^  and  ilill  to  remain  whole,  notwithftanding 

•  ProTidcntial  preventions  of  bodily  dangers,  Pfal.  xvii.  8.  Tb^tt  ketp^  me  at 
t^e  Mpple^fibine  eye — The  eye  hath  five  tunics  to  guard  it  againft  danger,  (f.)  A- 
rauea  tuHico^Vikc  a  fpider*s  web.  (2.)  Rctif<irmis^\\)Lt  a  net.  (3.)  Uve»t  like  a 
Wry.  (4.)  Cornea,  like  an  horn.  (5.)  Adnata  tutiica^  the  coTcr,  or  lid  of  the  eye; 
Here  ts  guard  upon  guard,  refcmbliDg  the  various  ways'  providence  hath  tofecure 
■A  from  ruin. 

f  Mr  Thomas  Goodwin,  in  his  aggravation  of  fin  againft  mercy,  p.  3a 
\  The  eye  is  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  body,  yet  phyficians  reckon  no  lefs  than 
thirty  difcafcs  incident  to  it.     The  iewtoma^  glaucoma^  UppitMdo^  xertfbtMmiaf  fitut 
Miajh^  efi^ora ;  aad  in  fiiort  thirty  of  thcfe  kinds  of  dileafcb 
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many  knocks  and  falls  it  hath  had.  If  you  enjoy  health,  or  reco- 
ver out  of  fickneflesi  it  is  becaufe  he  puts  none  ofthofe  dlfeafes  upm 
thee^  or  becaufe  he  is  the  Lord  thyphyfi^'iany  Ezod.  xv.  26. 

(2.)  And  how  many  deadly  dangers  hath  his  hand  refcae^  (bme 
of  you  from  in  thofc  years  of  confufion  and  public  calamity,  when 
the  fword  was  bathed  in  blood,  and  made  horrid  flaughter,  when 
it  may  be,  your  lives  were  often  given  you  for  a  prey  ?  This  Da- 
vid put  a  fpecial^'remark  upon,  Pfal.  civ.  7.  «  O  God  the  Lord,  the 
^  ftrength  of  itiy  falvation ;  thou  haft  covered  my  head  in  the  day 
"ofbattle.'* 

Beza  being  in  France  in  the  firft  civil  njnar^  and  there  toflcd  up 
and  down  for  twenty-two  months,  recorded  fix  hundred  deliver- 
ances from  dangers  in  that  fpace,  for  which  he  folemnly  gave  God 
thai^  in  his  laft  teftament.  If  the  fword  deftroyed  you  not,  it 
was  becaufe  God  did  not  giv^  it  a  commifiion  fo  to  do. 

(3.)  Many  of  you  have  teen  wonders  of  falvation  tipon  the  deeps 
where  the  hand  of  God  hath  been  fignally  ftretched  forth  for 
your  refi:ue  and  deliverance.  This  is  elegantly  exprcfled  in  PfaL 
cvii.  23,  24, 25,  26,  27.  (which  I  have  elfewhere  opened  at  large*) 
concerning  which  you  may  fay,  in  a  proper  fenfe  what  the  Pfalmift 
doik  metaphorically^  Pfal.  cxxiv.  i,  4.  "  If  it  had  not  been  the 
"  Lord  who  was  on  our  iide,  then  the  waters  had  overwhelmed 
"  us,  the  ftreams  had  gone  over  our  foul."  To  fee  men  that  have 
fpCBt  fo  many  years  upon  the  feas  (where  your  lives  have  conti- 
nually hung  in  fufpence  before  you)  attain  to  your  years  when  yoa 
could  neither  be  reckoned  among  the  living  nor  the  dead  (as  lea- 
men  arc  not :)  O  what  caufe  have  you  to  adore  your  great  Pre- 
ferycr !  Many  thoufands  of  your  companions  are  gone  down,  and 
you  yet  here  to  praife  the  Lord  among  the  living.  You  have  bor- 
dered nearer  to  eternity  all  your  days  than  others,  and  often  been 
in  eminent  perils  upon/  the  feas ;  forely  fuch,  and  fo  many 
falvations,  call  aloud  upon  you  ft)r  moft  thankful  acknowledg- 
ments. 

(4.)  To  conclude  ;  how  innumerable  hazards  and  accidents  (the 
leaft  of  which  have  ctit  off  others)  hath  God  carried  us  all  through! 
I  think  I  may  fafely  fay,  your  privative  and  pofitive  mercies  of  this 
kind  are  more  in  number  than  the  hairs  of  your  heads.  Many 
thoufands  of  tbefe  dangers  we  never  faw,  nor  were  made  particu- 
larly fenfible  of;  but  though  we  iaw  them  not,  our  God  did,  and 
brought  us  out  of  danger  before  he  brought  us  into  fear.  Some 
have  been  evident  to  us,  and  thofe  fo  remarkable^  that  we  cannot 
think  or  fpeak  of  them  to  this  day,  but  our  fouls  are  frefhly  zSeBi^ 
ed  with  thofo  mercies* 

*  See  my  Seamen^s  Companioo. 
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It  IS  recorded  of  our  famous  *  Jewel,  that  about  the  beginning  of 
^  Queen  Mar/s  reign,  the  inquifition  taking  hold  of  him  in  Oxford, 
be  fled  to  London  by  night  \  but  providentially  lofing  the  road  he 
eicaped  the  inquifitors  who  purfued  him :  However  he  fell  that 
night  into  another  imminent  hazard  of  life ;  for,  wandering  up 
and  down  in  the  fnow,  he  fainted,  and  lay  ftarving  in  the  way, 
panting  and  labouring  for  life,  at  which  time  Mr  Latimer's  fervaDt 
found  and  (aved  him. 

It  were  eafy  to  multiply  examples  in  this  kind,  hidories  abonnd- 
ing  with  them  ;  but  I  think  there  are  few  of  us,  liut  arc  fiirnifhcd 
out  of  our  own  experience  abundantly  \  fo  that  I  iball  rather  chuic 
to  prefs  home  the  fenfe  of  thefe  providences  upon  you  in  order  to 
a  fuitable  return  to  the  God  of  your  mercies  for  them  than  add 
more  inftances  of  this  kind.  To  this  purpofe  Ideiire  you  ferioufly 
to  weigh  the  following  particulars  : 

(i.)  Coniider  what  you  owe  to  providence  for  your  proteflioo, 
by  which  your  life  hath  been  proted^ed  unto  this  day,  with  the 
ufefulnefs  and  comfort  thereof.  Look  abroad  in  the  world,  and 
you  may  daily  fee  fome  in  every  place,  who  are  objefts  of  pity,  be- 
reaved by  fad  accidents  of  all  the  comforts  of  life,  whjlft,  in  the 
mean  time,  providence  hath  tenderly  preferred  youf ,  "  keepiog 
<«  all  your  bones,  fo  that  none  of  them  arc  broken,'*  Pfal.  xxxiv; 
20.  Is  the  elegant  and  comely  ftrucElure  of  thy  body  not  fpoiled,  thy 
members  not  diftorted,  and  made  fo  many  feats  of  tormmt,  the  ufe* 
fulnefs  of  any  part  not  deftroyed  ?  Why,  this  is  becaufe  providence 
never  quitted  his  hold  of  thee  fince  thou  earned  out  of  the  womb, 
but,  with  a  watchful  eye,  and  tender  land,  hath  guarded  thee  in 
every  place,  and  kept  thee  as  its  charge. 

(i.)  Confider  how  every  member,  which  hath  been  fo  tendeiJy 
kept,  hath  nevertbelefs  been  an  indrument  of  fin  againft  the  Lord: 
And  that  not  only  in  the  days  of  your  unregeneracy,  wBen  "  ye 
«  yielded  your  members  as  inftruments  of  unrighteoufnefs  unto 
«  iin,"  (as  the  apoftle*  fpeaks  in  Rom.  vi.  13)  but  ever  ii nee  you 
gave  them  up  in  covenant  unto  the  Lord,  as  dedicated  inftruments 
to  his  fervice:  And  yet  how  tender  hath  providence  been  over 
them !  You  have  often  provoked  him  to  afflicc  you  in  every  part, 
and  lay  penal  evil  upon  every  member  that  hath  been  inftrumental 

,  •  Clark's  Lives,  p.  a6a, 

f  The  learned  Allied  fets  hlmfclf  to  enumerate  the  manifold  hazards  throttgb 
which  the  life  of  man  is  carried  on  by  the  hand  of  providence,  in  Tbe^L  Catcdtt. 
jp.  191,  19a,  &c.  and  pioufly  CQ.nciudc8  in  tliefe  words.  Laftly,  that  thou  an 
wonderfully  delivered  from  numberlcfs  evils  which  continually  threaten  thee  from 
every  creature.  In  all  thefe,  1  fay,  which  we  know  oftimcs  fall  out,  and  which 
are  of  fuch  kind,  as  we  may  lay  our  account  to  meet  with,  we  gught  to  acknow- 
ledge and  afcribe  to  the  providence  of  God  folely. 
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m  moral  evil;   but  oh,  how  great  have  his  compaffions  been 
to\rards  yoa,  and  his  patience  admirable  ! 

(3.)  Confidcr  what  is  the  aim  of  providence  in  all  the  tender 
care  it  hath  manifeftcd  for  you  ?  Why  doth  it  proteft  yon  fo  afli- 
duouay,  and  fuffer  no  evil  to  bcfal  you  ?  Is  it  not  that  you  (bouid 
employ  your  bodies  for  God,  and  cheerfully  apply  yourfelves  to 
that  fcrvice  he  hath  called  you  to  ?  Doubtlefs,  this  is  the  end  and 
level  of  thefe  mercies  ;  for  elfe  to  what  purpofe  arc  they  afforded 
you  ?  Your  bodies  are  a  part  of  Chrift's  purchafe,  as  well  as  your 
fouls,  I. Cor.  vi.  19.  They  are  committed  to  the  charge  and 
latelage  of  angels,  Heb.  i.  14,  who  have  performed  many  fcrviccs 
for  them.  They  are  dedicated  by  yourfelves  to  the  Lord,  and 
that  upon  the  higheft  account,  Rom.  xii.  1.  They  have  abeady 
been  the  fubjefts  of  manifold  mercies  in  this  world,  Pfal.  xxxv. 
10.  and  fliall  partake  of  Angular  glory  and  happinefs  in  the  world 
to  come,  Phil.  iii.  21.  And  (hall  they  not  be  employed,  yea, 
cheerfully  worn  out  in  his  fervicc?  How  reafooable  is  it  they 
fhould  be  fo  ?  Why  are  they  fo  tenderly  prefftrved  by  God,  if 
they  muft  not  be  ufed  for  God  ? 

The  tenth  performance  of  Providence, 

X.  You  have  heard  of  many  great  things  performed  for  you  by 
Divine  Providence,  in  the  former  particulars;  but  there" is  an 
eminent  favour  it  beftows  on  the  faints,  which  hath  not 'yet  been 
confidered,  and  indeed  is  too  little  minded  by  us,  and  that  is. 
The  aid  and  ajfijiance  it  gives  the  people  of  God  in  the  great  work  of 
twrtification  f 

Mortification  of  our  iinfol  affections  and  paffions,  b  the  one  half 
of  our  fanftification,  Rom.  vi.  11.  <<  Dead  indeed  unto  fin,  but 
"  alive  unto  God." 

It  is  the  great  evidence  of  our  interefl  in  Chrift  :  See  Gal.  v.  24* 
Rom.  vi.  5,  6,  7,  8,  9. 

It  is  our  fafety  in  the  hour  of  temptation.  The  corruptions  in 
the  world  are  through  luft,  2  Pet.  i.  4. 

Our  inilrumental  fitnefs  for  fervice  depends  much  upon  it,  % 
Tim.  ii.  21.  John  xv.  2.  How  great  a  fervice  to  our  fouls  there- 
fore muft  that  be,  by  which  this  blefled  work  is  carried  on  upon 
them  ? 

Now  there  are  two  means  or  inftruments  employed  in  this  wort 
The  S//W/,  who  effedb  it  internally^  Rom.  viii.  13.  and  providence 
which  affifts  it  externally.  The  Spirit  indeed  is  the  principal  agent, 
upon  whofe  operation  the  fuccefs  of  this  work  depends  ;  and  all 
the  providences  in  the  world  can  never  effeft  it  without  him.  But 
thefe  are  fecondary  and  fubordinate  means,  which,  by  the  bleffing 
Vol.  IV.  3F 
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of  the  SjMitt  ppon  them,'  have  a  great  ftroke  ih  the  work.  How 
they  are  fo  ferviceable  to  this,  end  and  purpofei  I  fliall  open  in  the 
fellowing  account. 

(i.)  More  eenerallj.  The  moft  wife  God  orders  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  providence  in  a  blefled  fubordination  to  the  irofk  of  his 
Spirit.  There  is  a  fweet  harmony  betwixt  them  in  their  diAin^l 
worldngs.  They  all  meet  in  that  one  blefled  iflue  which  God  hath, 
by  the  counfel  of  his  will,  dire£^ed  them  to,  Eph.  i«  1 1 .  Rom.  viii. 
28.  Hence  k  is,  that  the  Spirit  is  faid  to  be  in,  and  to  order  the  mo- 
tions of  the  wheels  of  providence,  £zek.  i.  ao.  and  fo  they  move 
together  by  confent.  Now,  one  great  part  of  the  Spirit's  iDteroal 
work  being  to  deftroy  fin  in  the  people  of  God  ;  fee  how  conform- 
able to  his  deiSgn,  external  providences  are  fteered  and  ordered  in 
the  following  particulars. 

(i.)  There  is,  in  all  the  regenerate,  a  fhong  propen&m  and 
inclination  to  fin,  and  in  chat  lies  a  principal  part  of  the  power  of 
fin.  Of  this  Paul  fadly  complains,  Rom.  vit.  23.  ^f  Bat  I  fee 
<«  another  law  in  my  members,  warring  agaioft  the  law  of  my 
«  mind,  and  bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fin,  which 
<«  is  in  my  members."  And  every  believer  daily  finds  it  to  his 
grief.  O  it  is  hard  to  forbear  thofe  things  that  grieve  God.  God 
hath  made  a  hedge  about  us,  and  fenced  os  againft  fin  by  bis  lavsj 
but  there  is  a  pronenefs  in  nature  to  break  over  the  hedge,  and 
that  agaioft  the  very  relu6tatioQs  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  us-  Now, 
fee  m  this  cafe,  the  concurrence  and  affiftanceiof  providence  for 
the  prevention  of  fin ;  look,  as  the  Spirit  internally  refifts  thofe 
finful  inclinations,  fo  providence  externally  lays  bars  and  blocks  in 
our  way  to  hinder  and  prevent  fin.  And  this  is  the  meaning  of 
thofe  places  lately  cited,  Hof.  ii.  6.  and  2  Cor.  xii.  7.  fo  Job  xxxi. 
17,  18,  19.  There  is  many  a  bodily  difiemper  infiidcd  on  this 
very  fcore,  to  be  a  clog  to  prevent  fin :  O  bear  them  patiently  upon 
this  confideration.  Bafil  was  forely  grieved  wkh  an  inveterate 
head-acb,  he  earneflly  prays  it  might  be  removed :  But  no  fooner 
was  he  freed  of  this  clog,  but  he  felt  the  inordinate  motions  of 
hift }  which  made  him  pray  for  his  head'-ach  again  %  fo  it  might  be 
with  many  of  us,  if  our  clogs  were  cut  off. 

A  quefiion  may  be  moved  here.  Whether  it  he  the  gemtu  and 
property  of  a  gracious  fpirity  to  forbear  Jin  becaufe  of  the  rod  ofcfjU^^ 
They  have  furely  higher  motives  and  nobler  principles  dian  thcfe. 
This  is  the  temper  of  a  carnal  and  flavifli  fpirit. 

Indeed  it  is  fo,  when  thi^  is  the  fole  or  principal  reftramtfrom 
fin :  when  a  man  abhors  not  fin,  becaufe  of  the  intrinfic  fihh,  but 
only  becaufe  of  the  troublefome  confeqnents  and  efie£h.  But  this 
is  vaftly  different  from  the  cafe  %i  the  faints,  under  fandified  ai- 
fllAioils  ?    For  as  they  have  higher  motives  and  nobler  principles, 
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fo  thcf  have  lower  and  more  fenfible  ones  too ;  and  thefe  are»  in 
their  kind  and  place>  very  ufeful  to  them.  (^.)  Befides,  you  muft 
know,  that  afflictions  work  in  another  way  upon  gracious  hearts 
to  reftrain  them  from  fin,  or  warn  them  againft  (in»  than  they  do 
upon  others.  .It  is  not  fo  nmch  the  fmart  of  the  rod  which  they 
feel|  as  the.  tokens  of  God's  difpleafure,  which  affright  and  fcare 
them,  Job  x.  1 7.  "  Thou  renewed  thy  witneiles  againft  me,"  &c, 
and  this  is  that  which  principally  tS^jS^  them.  See  ffaL  vi.  i« 
<<  0  Lord,  rebuke  me  not  in  thine  anger,  neither  chaften  me  ia 
"  thy  hot  difpleafure:"  and  Jer.  x.  2i\,  «  O  Lord,  correct  me, 
«  but  with  thy  judgment,  not  in  thine  anger,  .left  thou  bring  me 
<*  to  nothing  -/'  and  furely  this  is  no  low  and  common  argu^ 
ment. 

(a.)  Notwithftanding  this  double  fenfe  of  God's  command,  and 
preventive  afflidlions,  yet  fin  is  too  hard  for  the  beft  of  men  :  their 
corruptions  carry  them  through  all  to  fin.  And  when  it  is  fo, 
not  only  doth  the  Spirit  work  internally,  but  providence  alfo  works 
externally,  in  order  to  their  redudion.  The  ways  of  fin  are  not 
only  made  bitter  unto  them,  by  the  remorfe  of  confcience,  but  l)y 
thofe  afflictive  rods  upon  the  outward  man,  with  which  God  alfo 
follows  it ;  and  in  both  thefe  refpedls,  I  find  that  place  expounded^ 
Eccl.  X.  8.  «  Whofo  breaketh  an  hedge,  a  ferpent  (hall  bite  him." 
If,  as  fome  expound  it,  the  hedge  be  the  law  of  God,  then  the 
ferpent  is  the  remorfe  of  confcience,  and  the  ibarp  teeth  of  afflic- 
tion, which  be  (hall  quickly  feel,  if  he  be  one  that  belongs  to 
God. 

The  defign  and  aim  of  thefe  afflictive  providences,  is  to  purge 
and  cleanfe  them  fi-om  th^t  pollution  into  which  temptatioiis  have 
plunged  them,  Ifa.  xxvii.  9.  *<  By  this  ihall  the  iniquity  of  Jacob 
''  be  purged,  and  this  is  all  the  fruit  to  take  away  his  fin."  To 
the  £ime  purpofe  is  that  place,  Pfal.  cxix.  67.  <<  Before  I  was  af- 
«  flifted  I  went  aftray,  but  now  have  I  kept  thy  word."  Thefe 
afiliCtions  have  the  fame  ufe  and  end  to  our  fouls,  that  firofty  wea- 
ther hath  upon  thofe  clothes  that  are  laid  a  bleaching:  they  alter 
the  hae,  and  make  them  whiter,  Dan.  xi.  35.  <<  And  fome  of  the  un- 
<<  derftanding  fhall  fail,  to  try  them,  and  to  purge,  and  to  mak^ 
«  them  white." 

And  here  it  may  be  queried.  Upon  what  account  affliStions  are /aid 
to  purge  away  the  iniquities  of  the  faints.  Is  it  not  unwarrantable,  and 
very  dijbmourable  to  Chrifl  to  attribute  that  to  aJfli5lion  which  is  to  the 
peculiar  honour  of  his  blood  F 

It  js  confcffed,  that  tlie  blood  of  Chnft  is  the  only  lavatory,  or 
fountain  opened  for  fin,  and  that  no  afflictions,  how  many,  or 
ftrong,  or  continual  foever  they«be,  can  ia  themfclves  purge  away 
the  pollution  of  fin,  as  we  fee  'm  wicked  men,  who  are  sffli£ked» 
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and  a£9iAedy  and  again  affliAed;  and  yet,  neverthelefs,  finful: 
and  the  torments  of  heU,  how  extremei  univerfal,  and  continual  fo- 
ever  they  are,  yet  fball  never  fetch  out  the  ftain  of  one  iin. 

But  yet|  this  hinders  not,  but  that  a  fanAified  afflidlion  may,  in 
the  efiicacy  and  virtue  of  Chrift's  blood,  produce  fuch  bkfied  cf- 
fefts  upon  the  foul.  Though  a  cro/Sf  without  a  C3irift,  never  did 
any  man  good,  yet  thoufands  have  been  beholden  to  the  rr^,  as  it 
hath  wrought  in  the  virtue  of  his  death  for  their  good.  And  this 
is  the  cafe  of  thofe  fouls  that  this  difcourfe  is  concerned  about. 

(3.)  We  find  the  beft  hearts,  if  God  beftow  any  comfortable  en- 
joyment upon  them,  too  apt  to  be  over-heated  in  their  afiefiions 
towards  it,  and  to  be  too  much  taken  up  with  thefe  outward  com- 
forts. This  alfo  (heweth  the  great  power  and  ftrength  of  corrup- 
tion in  the  people  of  God,  and  muft  by  fome  means  or  other  be 
mortified  in  them.  ^ 

This  was  the 'cafe  of  Hezekiah  5  his  heart  was  too  much  afieft- 
ed  with  his  treafures,  fo  that  he  could  not  hide  a  vain-glonous 
temper,  as  you  find  Ifa.  xxxix.  a.  and  fo  good  David,  Pfal.  xxx.  7. 
he  thought  his  mountain,  (i.  e.  his  kingdom,  and  the  fplendor  and 
glory  of  his  prefent  (late)  had  ftood  fo  faft  that  it  fliould  never  be 
moved. 

How  did  the  fame  good  man  let  out  his  heart  and  afieftions 
upon  his  beautifiil  fon  Abfalom  ;  as  appears  by  the  doleful  lamen- 
tatiofn  he  made  at  his  death,  prizing  him  above  his  own  life,  which 
was  a  thoufand  times  more  worth  than  he. 

So  Jonah,  when  God  raifed  up  a  gourd  for  him  to  (helter  him 
from  the  fun,  how  exceffively  was  he  taken  with  it,  and  was  ez« 
ceedingly  glad  of  it  ? 

But  will  God  fuflfer  things  to  lie  thus  ?  Shall  the  creature  pur- 
loin, and  draw  away  our  affections  from  him  ?  No,  thfs  is  our  cor- 
ruption, and  God  will  purge  it  i  and  to  this  end  he  fends  fiwrth 
providence  to  fmite  tliofe  creatures  on  which  our  affeAions  arc  ci- 
ther inordinately,  or  exceflively  let  out,  or  clfe  to  turn  them  into 
rotls,  and  fmite  us  by  them. 

Is  Hezekiah  too  much  puffed  up  with  his  full  exchequer  ?  Why, 
thofe  very  Babylonians  to  whom  he  boal^d  of  it,  fliall  empty  it, 
and  make  a  prey  of  it;  Ifa.  xxxix.  6. 

Is  David  hugging  himfelf  in  a  fond  conceit  of  the  ftability  of  his 
earthly  fplendor  ?  Lo,  h6w  foon  God  beclouds  all,  Pfal.  Ax.  7. 
Is  Abfalom  doated  on, .  and  crept  too  far  into  his  good  father^s 
heart !  This  fliall  be  the  fon  of  his  forrow  that  Ihall  feck  after  his 
father's  life. 

Is  Jonah  fo  tranfported  with  his  gourd  ?  God  will  prepared  worm 
to  fmite  it,  Jonah  iv.  6,  7. . 

How  many  hufbands,  wives,  and  children  bath  providence  finit- 
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ten  upon  this  very  account  ?  It  might  have  fparcd  them  longer  if 
they  had  been  loved  more  regulcirly  and  moderately.  This  hath 
blailed  many  an  edate  and  hopeful  project ',  and  it  is  a  merciful 
dirpenfation  for  our  good. 

(4.)  The  ftrcngth  of  our  unmortified  corruption  (hews  itfelf  in 
our  pride»  and  the  fwelling  vanity  of  our  hearts,  when  we  have  a 
name  and  efteem  among  men.  When  we  are  applauded  and  ho- 
nourcdi  when  we  are  admired  for  any  gift  or  excellency  that  is  in 
us,  this  draws  forth  the  pride  of  the  heart,  and  fliews  the  vanity 
that  is  in  it.  So  you  read,  Prov.  xxvii.  21.  "As  the  fining-pot  for 
«  filver,  and  the  furnace  for  gold,  fo  Ts  a  man  to  his  praife  5"  i.  c. 
As  the  furnace  will  difcovcr  what  drofs  is  in  the  metal  when  it  is 
melted,  fo  will  praife  and  commendations  difcover  what  pride  is  in 
the  heart  of  him  that  receives  them.  This  made  a  good  man  fay. 
He  that  praifes  me  woundt  me.  And,  which  is  more  ftrange,  this 
corraption  may  be  felt  in  the  heart,  even  when  the  laft  breath  is 
readyto  expire.  It  was  the  faying  of  one  of  the  German  divines, 
when  thofe  about  him  recounted  for  h^s  encouragement  the  many 
ferviccs  he  had  done  for  God,  Auferte  ignem  (faith  he)  adhuc  enim 
paleas  habeo ; — take  away  the  fire /for  there  is  fiill  the  chaff  of  pride  in 
me.  To  crucify  this  corruption,  providence  takes  off  the  bridle  of 
rcftraint  from  ungodly  men,  and  fomctimes  permits  them  to  tra- 
duce the  names  of  God's  fervants,  as  Shimei  did  David's.  Yea, 
they  (hall  fall  into  difefteem  among  their  friends,  as  Paul  did 
among  the  Corinthians  ;  and  all  this  to  keep  down  the  fwelKng  of 
their  fpirits  at  the  fenfe  of  thofe  excrVencies  that  are  in  them. 
The  defign  of  thefe  providences  being  nothing  elfe  but  to  hide  pride 
from  man:  Yea,  it  deferves  a  fpecial  remark,  that  when  fome  good 
have  been  engaged  in  a  public  and  eminent  work,  and  have  there- 
in, it  may  be,  too  much  fought  their  own  applaufe,  God  had  with- 
held fuch  ufual  affiftance  at  Tuch  times  from  them,  and  caufed  them 
to  feulter  fo  in  their  work,  that  they  have  come  off  with  fliame  and 
pity  at  fuch  times,  how  ready  and  prefential  if>ever  they  have  been 
at  other  times.  It  were  eafy  to  give  divers  remarkable  examples 
to  confirm  this  obfervation,  but  I  pafs  on. 

{5.)  The  corruption  of  the  heart  fhews  itfcif  in  raifing  up  great 
cxpeftations  to  ourfelves  from  the  creature,  and  projecting  abun- 
dance of  felicity  and  contentment  from  fome  promifing  and  hope- 
ful enjoyments  we  have  in  the  world.  This  we  find  to  have  been 
the  cafe  of  holy  Job  in  the  days  of  his  profperity,  Job  xxviii.  19. 
"  Then  I  faid,  I  (hall  die  in  my  neft,  1  (hall  multi{>ly  my  days  as 
"  the  fand.'*  But  how  foon  were  all  thefe  expectations  dafhed  by 
a  gloomy  providence  that  benighted  him  in  the  ftoort-tide  of  his 
profperity;  and  all  this  for  his  good,  to  take  off  his  heart  more 
fully  from  creature  expeAations.     We  often  find  the  beft  men  to 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


4JO  DiiAte  C9ndu3s  'cr,    ^ 

over-reckon  tben^fclves  in  worldly  things  and  over-a£l  their  confi- 
dences about  them  ^  they  that  have  great  and  well-groonded  ex- 
pe£lations  from  heaveN,  may  have  too  great  and  ungrounded  expec- 
tations from  the  ear  lb  ;  but  when  it  is  fo,  it  is  very  ufiial  for  pro- 
vidence to  undermine  their  earthly  hopes,  and  convince  them  by 
experience  how  vain  they  are.  Thus  Haggai  ii.  9.  the  people's 
hearts  were  intently  fet  upon  profperous  providences,  full  harvcfts, 
and  great  encreafe  !  wliilft,  in  the  mean  time,  no  regard  was  had 
to  the  worfhip  of  God,  and  the  things  of  his  houfe  s  therefore  pro- 
vidence blafts  their  hopes,  and  brings  them  to  little. 

(6,)  Corruption  difcovers  itfelf  in  dependence  upon  creature- 
comforts  and  feniible  props.  Oh !  how  apt  are  the  beft  men  to 
lean  upon  thofe  things,  and  ftay  themfelveS  upon  them  !  Thus  did 
Ifrael  fVay  themfelves  upon  Egypt,  as  a  feeble  man  would  lean  up- 
on his  ftaffi  but  God  fuFered  it  both  to  fail  them  and  wound  them, 
£zek  xxix.  6,  7,  8.  So  for  iingle  perfons,  how  apt  are  they  to  de- 
pend upon  their  fenfible  fupports  ?  Thus  we  lean  on  our  rehtions, 
and  the  inward  thoughts  of  our  hearts  are,  that  they  fliall  be  to  us 
fo  many  fprings  of  comfort  to  refrefh  us  throughout  our  lives ; 
but  God  will  ihew  us,  by  his  providence,  our  miftake  and  error  in 
thefe  things  :  Thus  an  hufband  is  fmitten  to  draw  the  foul  of  a 
wife  nearer  to  God  in  dependence  upon  him,  i  Tim,  v.  5.  fo  lor 
children  we  are  apt  to  fay  of  this  or  that  child  as  L^mecb  did  of 
Noah,  Gen.  "v.  29.  «  This  fame  jihall  comfort  us ;"  but  the  wind 
pa^es  over  thefe  flowers,  and  they  are  withered,  to  teach  us  that 
our  happinefs  is  not  bound  up  in  thefe  enjoyments.  So  for  our 
eftates,  when  the  world  fmiles  upon  us,  and  we  have  got  a  warm 
neil,  how  do  we  prophefy  of  reft  and  peace  in  thofe  acquiiitions^ 
minding^  with  good  Baruch,  great  things  for  purfelvcs ;  but  provi- 
dence, by  a  particular,  or  general  calamity,  overturns  our  projeAs,ai 
Jcr.  xlv..  4,^5.  and  ail  this  to  reduce  our  hearts  from  the  creature  to 
God,  pur  only  reft. 

(7.)  Corruption  difcovers  its  ftrength  in  good  men  by  their  ad- 
herence to  things  below,  and  lothnefs  to  go  hence.  This  often  pro- 
ceeds from  the  engaging  enjoyments  and  pleafant  fruitions  we  have 
here  below.  Providence  mortifies  this  inclination  in  the  faints, 
(i.)  By  killing  thofe  enfnaring  comforts  before-hand,  making  all, 
or  moft  of  our  pleafant  things  to  die  before  us.  {2.)  By  imbitter- 
ing  this  world  IQ  us  by  the  troubles  of  it.  (3.)  By  making  life  un- 
defirable  through  the  pains  and  infirmities  we  feel  in  the  body, 
and  fo  looiing  our  root,  in  order  to  our  more  eafy  fall  by  the  fatal 
ftroke.   X 

And  thus  I  have  iinifhed  the  fecond  general  head  ;  but  before 
I  pafs  from  this,  I  cannot  but  make  a  paufe,  and  deiire  you  with  me 
to  ft  and  in  an  holy  amazement^  and  wonder  at  the  dealing  of  God 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


The  M^nj  of  Pmndince.  4Ii 

with  fuch  poor  worms  as  we  are  !  Stirely  God  deab  (amtKarty  with 
men  I  his  coodefcenlions  to  his  own  clay  are  aftoniihing  !  All  that 

1  (hall  note  at  prefent  about  it  (hall  be  under  thefe  three  heads, 
wherein  I  find  the  matter  of  my  prefenc  meditations  fummed  up  by 
the  Pfalmifty  Pfal.cxliv.  3.  «  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  takeft 
<<  knowledge  of  him  ?  Or  the  fon  of  man  that  thou  makeft  account 
"  of  him  ?'*    And  in  this  fcripture  you  have  repreiented, 

1.  The  immenfe  and  tranfcendent  greatne(s  of  God,  who  is  in- 
finitely  above  us  and  all  our  thoughts.  Job  xi.  7,  8, 9.  <<  Canft 
«  thou  by  fearehing  find  out  God  i  Canft  thou  find  out  the  Al- 
<*  mighty  to  perfection  ?  It  is  as  high  as  heaven  ;  what  canft  thoo 
"  do  i  deeper  than  hell,  what  canft  thou  know  ?  Tha  meafiire 
"  thereof  is  longer  than  the  earth,  and  broader  than  the  fea."^ 

2  CluY>n.  ii.  6,  **  The  heaven,  and  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  con- 
**  tain  him.'*  *  Exod.  xv.  11.  "  He  is  glorious  in  holinefs,  fearful 
"  in  praifes,  doing  wonders."  When  the  fcripture  fpeaks  of  him 
comparatively,  fee  how  it  expreifes  his  gveatnefs,  Ifa.  xl.  15,  16,  17* 
"  fiehdld  the  nations  are  as  the  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  are  counted 
^  as  the  fmall  duft  of  the  balance :  Behold  he  taketh  up  the  iflcs 
"  as  a  very  little  thing.  And  Lebanon  is  not  fofficient  to  bum, 
•*  nor  the  beafts  thereof  for  a  burnt-oflfering.  All  nations  before 
'<  him  areas  nothing,  and  they  are  accounted  to  him  lefs  than  no- 
''  thing,  and  vanity.'*  When  the  hoiieft  men  have  addrefled 
tbemielves  to  him,  fee  with  what  humility  and  deep  adoration  they 
have  fpoken  of  him,  and  to  him!  Ifa.  vi.  5.  «  Wo  is  me,  for  I 
*^  am  undone,  becaufe  I  am  a  man  of  unclean  lips,  and  I  dwell  in 
"  the  midft  of  a  people  of  unclean  lips-,  for  mine  eyes  have  fcen 
"  the  King,  the  Lord  of  hofts.'*  Nay,  what  rcfpefts  the  very 
angels  of  heaven  have  of  that  glorious  majefty,  you  may  fee,  vcr.  2, 
3.  *<  Each  one  had  fix  wings,  with  twain  he  covered  his  face,  and 
**  with  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  and  with  twain  he  did  fly.  And 
^  one  cried  unto  another,  and  faid,  holy,  holy,  holy,  is  the  Lord 
*•  of  hofts :  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory." 

2.  The  bafenefs,  vilenefs,  and  utter  unworthinefs  of  man,  yea, 
the  hoiieft  and  beft  of  men  before  God.  Pfal.  xxxix.  5.  «•  Verily, 
*•  every  man  at  his  beft  eftate  is  altogether  vanity."  Every  man^ 
take  where  you  will,  and  every  man  in  his  beft  ejlate^  or  ftanding  in 
his  frefhoft  glory,  is  not  only  vanity^  but  altogether  vanity.  Cjj/  A- 
dam,  eol  Hebel ;  every  man  is  every  vanity.  For  do  but  confider 
the  beft  of  men  in  their  eMtracHtm^  in  their  con/lttuticn,  and  in  their 
outward  c9neUtiM. 

(i.)  In  thei^  extraAion,  Eph.  ii.  3.  <<By  nature  children  of 
**  wrath,  even  as  others."  The  blood  that  runs  in  our  veins,  is 
as  much  tamted  as  theirs  in  bell. 

(2j)  Confider  them  in  their  conftitution  and  natural  temper,  and 
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k  is  ho  better,  yea,  in  many  a  worfe  temper  than  b  reprobates* 
And  though  grace  depofe  iin  in  them  from  the  throne,  yet  O  what 
oSenfive  and  God-provoking  corruptions  daily  break  out  in  the 
bed  hearts ! 

(3.)  Conlider  them  In  their  outward  conditioni  and  they  arc  in- 
ferior (for  the  moft  part)  to  others,  i  Cor.  i.  26,  27,  a8,  &'c 
and  Mat.  xi.  25*  «M  thank  thee,  O  Father  (faith  Chrift)  that 
«  thou  hail  hid  theie  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,,  and  hail 
.<<  revealed  them  unto  babes.'* 

And  now  let  us  confider  and  admire,  that  ever  this  great  and 
blefled  God,  iliould  be  fo  n)uch  concerned  as  you  have  heard  he 
is  in /all  his  providences,  about  fuch  vile,  defpicable  worms  ak 
we  are  \  he  needs  us  not,  but  is  perfe£tly  bleflTed  and  happy  in 
himfeif  without  us.  We  can  add  nothing  to  him,  Job  xxii.  2. 
*<  Can  a  man  be  profitable  to  God  ?"  No  *,  the  holicR  of  men  add 
nothing  to  him ;  yet  fee  how  great  account  he  makes  of  us.    For, 

1.  Doth  not  his  eternal,  electing  love  befpeak  the  dear  account 
he  made  of  us,  £ph.  i.  4,  5.'  How  aticient,  how  free,  and  how 
aflonilhing  is  this  a^  of  grace  !  This  is  that  dedgn  which  all  pro- 
vidences are  in  puriuit  of,  and  will  not  red  till  they  have  executed. 

2.  Doth  not  the  gift  of  bis  only  Son  out  of  his  bofom  befpeak 
this  truth,  that  God  makes  great  account  of  this  vile  thing,  man? 
Never  was  man  fo  magnified  before.  If  David  could  fay,  Pfal* 
viii.  3.  "  When  I  coniider  the  heavens,  the  work  of  thy  bands, 
<•  the  moon  and  (lars  which  thou  hail  ordained,  Lord,  what  is 
*<  man  ?''  How  much  more  may  we  fay  ?  When  we  confider  thy 
Son,  that  lay  in  thy  bofom,  his  infinite  excellency,  and  unlbeak- 
able  dearnefs  to  thee;  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  fuch  a  Chrift 
fhould  be  delivered  to  death  for  him  !  for  himy  and  not  for  fallea 
angibi  Heb.  ii.  19.  for  him  when  in  a  (late  of  enmity  with  God ! 
Rom.  V.  8. 

3.  Doth  not  the  afliduity  of  his  providential  care  for  us,  fpeak 
his  edeem  of  us  ?  Ifa.  xxxvii.  i.  "  Left  any  hurt  it,  I  will  keep  it 
«  night  and  day."  «  He  withdraweth  not  his  eyes  from  the  righ- 
«  teous,'*  Job  xxxvi.  7.  no,  not  a  moment  all  their  days;  fordid 
he  {Oy  a  thoufand  miichiefs  in  that  moment  would  rufli  in  upon 
them,  and  ruin  them. 

4.  Doth  not  the  tenderpefs  of  this  providence  fpeak  his  eftcem 
of  us  ?  Ifa.  Ixvi.  13.  <<  As  one  whom  his  mother  comforteth,  io 
•*  will  I  comfort  you."  He  comforts  his  (viz.  by  refirefhing  pro- 
vidences) as  an  indulgent  mother  her  tender  child.  So  Ifa.  xxxi* 
5.  "  As  birds  flying,"  viz.  to  their  ncfts,  when  their  youQg  arc  in 
danger,  "  fo  he  defends  his."  No  rofy«>  no  tendernefs  in  the  crea- 
ture can  (hadow  forth  the  tender  bowels  of  the  Creator. 

5.  Doth  xjot  the  variety  of  the  fruits  of  his  providence  fpeak  it  ? 
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Lam.  ill.  23.  "  Our  mercies  arc  new  every  morning.**  Sec  PfiJ. 
xl.  5.  It  b  a  fountain  from  which  do  ftream  forth  fpiritual  and 
temporal,  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  public  and  perfbnal  mer<* 
cicS|  mercies  without  number. 

6.  Doth  not  the  miniftration  of  angels  in  the  providential  king- 
dom fpeak  it  ?  Heb.  i.  ult.  <<  Arc  they  not  all  miniftering  fpirits 
«  fent  forth/*  &c* 

7*  Doth  not  the  providence^  which  this  day*  calls  us  to  celebrate 
the  memory  of,  befpeak  the  great  account  God  hath  for  his  pea* 
pie  ?  O,  if  not  fo,  why  had  we  not  been  given  up  as  a  prey  to 
their  teeth  ?  See  Pfal.  cxxiv.  If  the  Lord  had  not  been  on  our 
fide,  then  wicked  men,  there  compared  to  fire,  water,  wild  beafts^ 
had  devoured  us.  O  blefled  be  God  for  that  teeming  providence 
that  hath  already  brought  forth  more  than  feventy  years  liberty^ 
and  peace  to  the  church  of  God.  I  (hall  move,  in  behalf  of  this 
providence,  that  you  would  do  by  it,  as  the  Jews  by  their  Purim^ 
Efth.  ix.  27,  2B.  and  the  rather,  becaufe  we  feem  now  to  be  as 
near  danger  by  the  fame  enemy,  as  ever  fince  that  time  :  And  if 
fuch  a  mercy  as  this  be  forgotten,  God  may  fay,  as  Judg.  x.  13* 
'*  I  will  deliver  you  no  more." 

The  third  general  head. 

Having  proved  the  concernments  of  the  people  of  God  to  be 
conduAed  by  the  care  of  fpecial  providence,  and  given  inftances  in 
the  laft  ten  named  heads,  what  influence  providence  hath  upoii 
thofe  interefls  and  concerns  of  theirs  among  the  reft;  we  come, 
in  the  next  phce^  to  prove  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  people  of  God, 
to  refleA  upon  thefe  performances  of  providence  for  them  at  all 
times  ;  but  efpecially  in  times  of  ftraits  and  troubles. 

This  I  will  «;vidence  to  be  your  unqueftionable 'duty,  by  thefol^ 
lowing  particulars : 

I.  This  is  our  duty,  becau(e  God  hath  exprefly  commanded  it, 
and  called  his  people  to  make  the  moft  ferious  rtfle£Uons,  and 
animadverfions  upon  his  works,  whether  of  mercy  or  judgment. 
So  when  that  dreadfiilleft  of  all  ji/dgmehts  was  executed  upon  his 
profe^ng  people  for  their  apoftafy  from  God,  and  God  had  re^ 
moved  the  fymbols  of  his  prcfcnce  from  among  them,  the  reft  are 
bid  to  go,  (i.  e.)  by  their  meditations,  (to  fend  at  lead  their 
thoughts)  to  Shiloh,  and  "  fee  what  Goid  did  to  it,"  Jer.  vii.  la. 
So  for  mercies,  God  calls  us  to  confider  and  review  them ;  Mie. 
vi.  5.  «  Remember,  O  my  people,  from  Shittim  unto  Gilgal, 
"  that  ye  may  know  the  faithfulncfs  of  the  Lord  :"  q.  d.  If  yoU 
rcfle£l  not  upon  that  iignal  providence,  my  faithiulneis  will  be  co- 

VoL.  IV.  3  G 
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vcred,  and  your  unfaithFulnefs  difcovcrcd.  So  for  God's  works  of 
providence  about  the  creatures,  we  arc  called  to  confidcr  them, 
tliat  we  may  prop  up  our  faith  by  thofe  confideration  for  our  owa 
fupplies,  Mat.  vi.  28.  condder  the  fowls  and  lilies. 

2.  It  is  plain,  that  this  is  our  duty,  becaufe  the  negleft  of  it  is 
cvery-whferc  in  fcripturc  condemned  as  a  fin.  To  be  of  a  hcedkfs, 
unobfervant  temper  is  very  difpleafiiig  to  God ;  and  fo  much  ap- 
peal by  that  fcripture,  Ifa.  xxvi.  1 1.  «'  Lord,  when  thy  hand  is 
««  lifted  up,  they  will  not  fee  "  Nay,  it  is  a  fin  which  God  threa- 
tens and  denounces  woe  againft  in  his  word,  PfaL  xxviii.  4,  5.  and 
Ifa.  V.  12, 13.  Yea,  God  not  only  threatens,  but  fmites  men  with 
vifible  judgments  for  this  fin.  Job  xxxiv.  26,  27. 

And  for  this  end  and  purpofe  it  is,  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  hath 
sfiixed  thofe  notes  of  attention  to  the  narratives  of  the  worb  of 
providence  in  fcripture,  all  which  do  invite  and  call  men  to  a  dae 
and  clear  obfervation  of  them.  So  in  that  great  and  celebrated 
work  of  providence,  in  delivering  Jfrael  out  of  Egyptian  bondage, 
you  find  a  note  of  attention  twice  affixed  to  it,  Exod.  iii'  2,  9.  So 
when  that  daring  enemy  Rabfhakeh,  (that  put  Hezekiah  andall  the 
people  into  fuch  conftemation)  was  defeated  by  providence,  there 
is  a  note  of  attention  prefixed  to  that  providence  ;  2  Kings  xix.  7. 
««  Behold,  I  will  fend  z  blaft  upon  him,"  &c.  So  when  God  glo- 
rifies his  wifiiom  and  power,  in  delivering  his  people  from  their 
enemies,  and  enfnaring  them  in  the  works  of  their  own  hands,  a 
double  note  of  attention  is  afiixed  to  that  double  work  of  provi- 
dence, Pfal.  ix.  16.  Htggaion^  Selah.  So  at  the  opening  of  cvcrr 
feal  which  contains  a  remarkable  feries  or  branch  of  providence, 
how  particularly  is  attention  commanded  to  every  one  of  them ; 
Rev.  vi.  I,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7.  <^  Come  and  fee,  come  and  fee.**  AU 
thefe  are  very  ufelefs  and  fuperfluous  additions  in  fcripture,  if  no 
fuch  duty  lies  upon  us.     See  Pfal.  Ixvi.  5, 

4.  Without  due  obfervation  of  the  work  of  providence,  no 
praife  can  be  rendered  to  God  for  any  of  them;  praife  and  thankf- 
giving  for  mercies  depend  upon  this  aft  of  obfervation  of  them, 
and  cannot  be  performed  without  it.  Pfal.  cvii.  is  fpent  in  nar- 
ratives of  God's  providential  care  of  men  ;  to  his  people  in  ftraits, 
ver.  4,  5,  6.  to  prifoners  in  their  bonds,  ver.  10,  11,  12.  to 
znen  that  lie  languifhing  in  beds  of  ficknefs,  ver.  17,  18,  19.  to 
feamen  upon  the  ftormy  ocean,  ver.  23,  Sec.  to  men  in  times  of 
famine,  ver.  33.  to  40.  yea,  his  providence  is  difplayed  in  all  thofe 
changes  that  fall  out  in  the  world,  debafing  the  high,  and  exalt- 
ing the  low,  ver.  40,  41.  and  at  every  paragraph  men  are  ftill  called 
upon  to  praife  God  for  each  of  thefe  providences :  But  ver.  43. 
ihews  you  what  a  neceflary  ingredient  to  that  duty  obfervation  is : 
<<  Whofo  is  wifej  and  will  obferve  thofe  things :  even  they  ihalt 
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•»  underftand  the  loving«kindnefs  of  the  Lord.'*  So  that  of  nc- 
ceilitv  God  muft  be  defrauded  of  his  praife  if  this  duty  be  neg- 
Icftcd-   ' 

5.  Without  this,  wc  lofc  the  ufefulncfs  and  benefit  of  all  the 
works  of  God  for  us  or  others,  which  would  be  an  unfpeakablc 
lofs  indeed  to  us.  This  is  the  food  our  faith  lives  upon  in  days  of 
diftrefs.  Pfal.  budv.  14.  '<  Thou  brakeft  the  heads  of  the  Levi- 
<<  athan  in  pieces,  and  gaveft  him  to  be  meat  to  the  people  inhs^ 
•«  biting  in  the  wildemcfs  ;"  i.  c.  food  to  their  faith.  From  pro- 
vidences paft,  faints  ufed  to  argue  to  frefli  and  new  ones  to  come. 
So  David,  i  Sam.  xvii.  37%  "  The  Lord  that  delivered  me  out  of 
<<  the  paw  of  the  lion,  and  out  of  the  paw  of  the  bear,  he  will  de- 
«  liver  me  out  of  the  hand  of  this  Philiftine."  So  Paul,  2  Cor. 
i.  10.  <<  Who  hath  delivered,  and  in  whom  alfo  we  truft,  that  he 
"  will  yet  deliven"  If  thefe  be  forgotten,  or  not  confidcrcd,  the 
hands  of  faith  hang  down.  See  Mat.  xvi.  9.  «  How  is  it  that  ye 
«  do  not  remember,  neither  confider  ?"  This  is  a  topic  from 
which  the  faints  have  ufed  to  draw  their  arguments  in  prayer  for 
new  mercies.  As  Mofes,  Numb.  xiv.  19.  when  he  prays  for  con- 
tinued, or  new  pardons  for  the  people,  he  argues  from  what  was 
paft ;  <<  As  thou  haft  forgiven  them  from  Egypt  until  now/'  So 
the  church,  Ifa.  li.  9,  10.  argues  for  new  providences,  upon  the 
fame  ground  Mofes  pleaded  for  new  pardons. 

6.  It  is  a  vile  flighting  of  God,  not  to  obferve  what  of  himfelf 
he  manifefts  in  his  providences.  For  in  all  providences,  efpecially 
in  feme,  he  comes  nigh  to  us.  He  dothfo  in  his  judgments,  MaL 
iii.  5.  <«  I  will  come  nigh  to  you  in  judgment."  He  comes  nigh 
in  mercies  alfo,  Pfal.  cxlv.  18.  "  The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  them 
«  that  call  upon  him,'*  isfc.  yeaj  he  is  faid  to  vilit  us  by  his  pro- 
vidence, when  he  correSs,  Hof.  ix.  7.  and  when  he  faves  and 
delivers,  Pfal.  cvi.  4.  Thefe  vifitations  of  God  preferve  our  fpi- 
rits,  Job  X.  12.  and  it  is  a  wonderful  condefcenfion  in  the  great 
God  to  vifit  us  fo  often,  Job  vii.  18.  <«  Every  morning,  and  ^^zrf 
<<  moment."  But  not  to  take  notice  of  it,  is  a  vile  and  brutiih 
contempt  of  God,  Ifa.  i.  3.  Zeph.  iii.  a.  You  would  not  do  fo 
by  a  roan  for  whom  you  have  any  refpeft.  It  is  the  character  of 
the  wicked  not  to  regard  God's  favours,  Ifa.  xxvi.  10.  or  frowns^ 
Jer.  V.  3. 

7.  In  a  word,  men  can  never  order  their  addrefles  to  God  ^ini 
prayer,  fuitable  to  their  conditions,  without  due  obfervation  of 
his  providences :  your  prayers  are  to  be  fuitable  to  your  conditions : 
fometimes  we  are  called  to  praife,  fometimes  to  humiliation.  In 
the  way  of  his  judgments  you  are  to  wait  for  him,  Ifa.  xxvi.  8.  to 
prepare  to  meet  him,  Zeph.  ii.  i,  2.  Amos  iv.  la.  Now  your 
boiinels  is  to  turn  away  bis  aoger^  which  you  fee  approacMng } 
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and  ibmetiines  you  are  called  to  praife  him  for  mercies  reodtedy 
Ifa.  xii.  Is  7,*  but  then  you  muft  firft  obferve  them. 

Thus  you  find  the  matter  of  David's  pfalms  ftill  varied^  accord* 
iJdg  to  the  providences  that  befel  him  \  but  an  iBobfervami  heed- 
leis  fpirit,  can  never  do  it.  And  thus  you  have  the  grounds  of 
the  duty  briefly  reprefented.    We  pais  on  to     - 

Thejhurth  general  head. 

Let  us  next  (according  to  our  method  propofed)  proceed  to 
fliew  in  what  manner  we  are  to  refle^  upon  the  perfornymcu  tf 
^prwidince  for  us.  And  certainly  it  is  not  every  flight  and  tranih 
ent  glsM^cei  nor  every  coidi  hiftorical,  unafic£Ung  rehearfsilj  or 
recognition  of  bis  providences  towards  youj  that  will  pais  with 
God  for  a  diicharge  of  this  gre^t  duty.  No,  it  is  anoth^  n^nper 
of  bufinefs  than  the  moft  of  men  uederft^d  it  to  be.  O  that  wt 
were  but  acquainted  with  this  heavenly,  fpiritual  exercile  f  how 
fweet  would  it  make  our  lives  I  how  light  would  ii  make  oitr  bur- 
dens !  Ah  iirs !  you  live  eftr^nged  from  the  pl^afure  of  die 
Chriftian  life,  while  you  live  in  the  igporance  or  negleft  of  this 
duty.  Now,  tp  lead  you  up  to  this  heavenly,  fwect,  and  profitable 
e3(9rcife»  I  will  ^g  yoi^r  sittentioa  tp  the  following  diredlions. 

^  '     The  Firft  Direaion. 

Lai$fdr  io  get  aifidl  an4  tboro^gh  rec^nitiom  of  the  frcwdtma  ^ 
Go4  ahui  ydUf  fromfirfi  to  Iqfti  ty  yon  ars  able.  Q-  QU  your  hearts 
\9ith  th^  thoughts  of  him  and  his  ways.  If  a  fingle  a£k  of  proH- 
dence  b^  fo  raviiliing  apd  tranfporting,  what  would  many  fiich  be, 
if  they  were  prefented  together  to  the  view  of  the  foul?  If  oacf 
fiiar  be  fo  beautiful  to  behold)  what  is  a  coniklfai^n  i  Let  year 
reSeAions,  therefore,  upon  the  a^  and  workiAgs  of  providiaico 
for  you,  be  full,  eKtenfively  and  intetfively. 

( 1 .)  Let  them  be  as  extenfively  full,  as  may  be  \  fearch  backward 
ipto  all  the  performances  of  providence,  throughoat  yoqr  lives* 
$0  did  Afaph,  ip  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  ii,  I2.  « J  will  remember  the 
«  works  of  the  Lord :  Surely  I  will  remember  thy  wonden  ot 
^  old :  I  will  meditate  of  all  thy  works,  and  talk  of  thy  doii^*' 
lie  laboured  to  recover  and  revive  the  ancient  providences  of  God's 
mercies  many  years  paft,  and  fuck  a  firefh  fweetnefs  out  of  ihem, 
&y  new  reviews  of  tliem.  Ah  firs,  lei  me  tell  you,  there  is  not 
fuch  a  pleafani  hiftory  for  yoi;  to  read  i9  all  the  worlds  as  the  hii^ 
lory  of  your  own  lives,  if  you  would  but  fit  down  and  record  to 
yourfelves  from  the  beginning  hitherto,  what  God  hath  hfMtn  to 
you,  and  done  for  you :  what  fignal  manifeftations  and  outbeeak-f 
lugs  of  his  mercy,  faithfulnefs,  and  love,  there  have  been  in  all 
^  xoodttions  you  have  pafiTed  through:  If  your  hearts  do  nol 
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melt  before  you  have  gone  half  thrpugh  that  hiftory^  they  are  har4 

hearts  indeed.     M'^  rather^  the  guide  of  my  youth, 

(2.)  Let  them  be  as  intenftvely  full  as  may  be }  let  not  your 
thoughts  fwim  like  feathers  upon  the  furface  of  the  waters,  but 
fiak  uke  lead  to  the  bottom.  <<  The  works  of  the  Lord  are  great^ 
"  ibught  out  of  them  that  have  pleafure  thereiQ^"  Pfal.  cxi.  a« 
Not  that  I  think  it  feafible  to  found  the  depth  of  providence  by 
our  ihort  line.  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  19.  <*  Thy  way  is  in  the  fea,  and  thy 
<<  path  in  the  great  waters>  and  thy  footdeps  are  not  known  \^ 
but  it  is  our  duty  to  dive  as  far  as  we  can,  and  to  admire  the  dept^ 
when  we  cannot  touch  the  bottom.  It  is  in  viewbg  providencesi 
as  it  was  with  Elijah's  fervant  when  he  looked  out  for  rain,  i  i^ngs 
sviiL  44.  he  went  out  once,  and  viewed  the  heavens,  and  (aw  no* 
thing :  but  the  prophet  bids  him  go  again  and  again,  and  look  upOQ  - 
the  £ice  of  heaven  fcven  times  ;  and  when  he  had  done  fo,  What 
now,  faith  the  prophet  ?  O  now,  faith  he,  1  fee  a  clQud  rifing  like  a 
man^s  hand,  and  then«  keeping  his  eye  upon  it  Intent,  he  fees  the 
whole  ^e  of  heaven  covered  with  clouds.  So  you  may  look  upoA 
ibme  providences  once  and  again,  and  fee  little  or  nothing  in  them  1 
but  ]QokJeven  times^  u  e.  meditate  often  upon  them,  and  you  Qxw 
fee  their  increaAng  gI<H*y  like  that  increaiing  cloud. 

There  are  divers  things  to  be  diftinftly  pondered  and  valued  ia 
one  ^gle  providence  before  you  can  judge  the  amount  and  worth 
of  it }  as,  (i.)  T)\tfeafonabUnefj(  of  mercy  may  give  it  a  very  great 
value.  When  it  fhall  be  timed  fo  opportunely,  and  fall  out  fb 
feafonably  as  may  make  it  a  thoufand-fold  more  confiderable  to 
jott  than  the  fame  mercy  would  have  been  at  another  time.  Thus 
when  our  wants  are  fuffered  to  grow  to  an  extremity,  and  all  vU 
iihk  hopes  fail,  then  to  have  relief  given,  wonderfully  enhances 
the  price  of  fuch  a  mercy,  Ifa.  xli.  17,  18.  (2.)  The  peculiar  care 
and  kindneis  of  providence  to  us  is  a  confideration  which  exceed- 
ingly heightens  the  mercy  in  itfelf,  and  endears  it  to  us.  So,  when 
in  general  calamities  ttpon  the  world,  we  are  exempted  by  the  fa- 
vour of  providence,  covered  under  its  wings,  when  God  Iball  call 
to  us  in  evil  days,  «  Come,  my  people,  enter  thou  into  thy  cham- 
*<  ber,"  as  it  is  in  Ifa.  xxvi.  19,  20.  when  fuch  promifes  (ball  be 
fulfilled  to  us  in  times  of  want  and  famine,  as  Pfal.  xxiii.  18, 19* 
when  otheis  are  abandoned  and  expofed  to  mifery,  who  have  every 
way  as  much,  it  may  be  much  more  vifible  fecurity  agaiuft  it ;  and 
yet  they  delivered  up,  and  we  faved :  O  how  endearing  are  fuch 
providences  !  Pfal.  xci.  7,  8. 

(3.)  The  introduclivenefs  of  a  providence,  is  of  fpecial  regard  and 
confideration,  and  by  no  means  to  be  negieded  by  us.  There  are 
leading  providences,  which,  how  flight  and  trivial  they  may  feem 
iu  themfclvesj,  yet^  in  this  refpe^t,  juftly  challenge  the  firft  rank 
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among  providential  favours  to  us  ;  becaufe  they  uQier  in  a  multi- 
tude of  other  mercies,  and  draw  a  blefled  train  of  happy  confe- 
quences  after  them.  Such  a  providence  was  that  of  Jefifb's  fend- 
ing David  with  providons  to  his  brethren  that  lay  encamped  in 
the  army,  i  Sam.  xvii.  17.  And  thus  every  Chriftian  may  fur- 
nifti  himfelf  out  of  his  own  flock  of  experience,  if  he  will  but  re- 
flect, and  confider  the  place  where  he  is,  the  relations  that  he  batb, 
and  the  way  by  which  he  was  led  into  them. 

(4.)  The  infiruments  employed  by  providence  for  you,  arc  of  a 
ipecial  confideration ;  and  the  finger  of  God  is  clearly  feen  by  as 
when  we  purfue  that  meditation.     For, 

Sometimes  great  mercies  fhall  be  conveyed  to  us  by  very  im- 
probable means,  and  more  probable  ones  laid  aiide.  A  granger 
ihall  be  ftirred  up  to  do  that  for  you,  which  your  near  relations  in 
nature  had  no  power  or  will  to  do  for  you. '  Jonathan,  a  mere 
ftranger  to  David,  clave  clofer  to  him,  and  was  more  friendly 
and  ufeful  to  him,  than  his  own  brethren,  who  defpifed  and 
flighted  him.  Minifters  have  found  more  kindnefs  and  refpeft 
from  Grangers  than  their  own  people  that  are  more  obliged  to 
them.  Mark  vi.  4.  «  A  prophet  (faith  Chrift)  is  not  without  ho- 
«  nour,  fave  in  his  own  country,  among  his  own  kin,  and  in  his 
"  own  houfe." 

Sometimes  by  the  hands  of  enemiesy  as  well  as  (Grangers.  Rev. 
xii.  i6»  "  The  earth  helped  the  woman."  God  hath  bowed  the 
hearts  of  many  wicked  men,  to  flicw  great  kindnefs  to  his  pcopk, 
Afts  xxviii.  2. 

Sometimes  God  makes  ufe  of  inftrument^  for  good  to  his  peo- 
ple, who  defigned  nothing  but  evil  and  mifchief  to  them.  Thus 
Jofeph's  brethren  were  inftru mental  to  his  advancement  in  that 
very  thing  wherein  they  defigned  his  r»/«.  Gen.  1.  20. 

(5.)  'fhe  defign  and  fcope  of  providence  muft  not  efcapc  our 
thorough  confideration  what  the  aim  and  level  of  providence  is. 
And  truly  this,  of  all  others,  is  the  moft  warming  and  melting  con- 
fideration. You  have  the  general  account  of  the  aim  of  all  pro- 
vidences, in  Rom.  viii.  28.  "  And  we  know  that  all  things  work 
«•  together  for  go6d  to  them  that  love  God."  A  thoufand  friend- 
ly hands  are  at  work  for  them  to  promote  and  bring  about  their 
happinefs.  O  this  is  enough  to  fweeten  the  bitternds  of  provi- 
dence to  us,  that  we  know  it  fball  turn  to  our  falvation,  Phil. 
i.  19. 

(6.)  The  reJfeB  and  relation  providence  bears  to  our  prajers,  is 
of  lingular  confideration,  and  a  moft  taking  and  fweet  meditation. 
Prayer  honours  providence,  and  providence  honoors  prayer. 
Great  notice  is  taken  of  this  in  fcripture,  Gen.  xxiv.  45.  Dan. 
}X.  20.  A£b  xii,  12.     You  have  had  the  very  petitions  you  ^Mo{ 
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him.  Providences  have  borne  the  very  fignatures  of  your  prayers 
upon  them.     O  how  affe£tingly  fweet  are  fuch  mercies  ? 

The  Second  DireBion, 

In  all  your  obfervatton  of  providence  have  fpecial  refpeSl  to  that 
"word  of  God  which  is  fulfilled  and  made  good  to  you  thereby. 

This  is  a  clear  truth,  that  all  providences  have  relation  to  the 
written  word.  Thus  Solomon  in  his  prayer  acknowledges,  that  the. 
promifes  and  providences  of  God  went  along  ftep  by  ftep  with  his 
father  David  all  his  days  i  and  that  his  hand  (put  there  for  his  pro* 
vidence)  had  fulfilled  whatever  his  mouth  had  fpoken,  i  Kings 
viii.  24.  So  Jofhua,  in  like  manner,  acknowledges,  that  <<  not 
«'  one  thing  had  failed  of  all  the  good  things  which  the  Lord  had 
"  fpoken,''  Jofli.  xxiii.  14.  He  had  carehilly  obferved  what  re- 
lation the  tuorks  of  God  had  to  his  word.  He  compared  them  to- 
gether, and  found  an  exaft  harmony.  And  fo  may  you  too,  if 
you  will  compare  them  as  he  did. 

This  I  fliall  the  more  infift  upon,  'bccaufe  it  is  by  fomc  interpret 
iers  fuppofed  to  be  the  very  fcope  of  the  text.  For  (as  was  noted 
m  the  explication)  they  fupply  and  fill  the  fenfe  with  qua  promifit, 
the  things  which  he  hath  promifed ;  and  fo  read  the  text  thus,  / 
wili  cry  unto  God  mofi  high,  to  God  who  per/'ormeth  the  things  that  he 
hath  promifed  for  me. 

Now,  though  I  fee  no  reafon  to  limit  the  fenfe  fo  narrowly,  yet 
it  cannot  be  denied,  but  this  is  a  fpecial  part  of  its  intendment. 
Let  us,  therefore,  in  all  our  reviews  of  providence,  confider,  what 
word  of  God,  whether  it  be  of  threatening,  caution,  counfel,^or  pro- 
mife,  is  at  any  time  made  good  to  us  by  his  providences.  And 
hereby  a  twofold  excellent  advantage  will  refult  to  us. 

(i.)  This  will  greatly  confirm  to  us  the  truth  of  the  fcripture, 
when  we  fliall  fee  its  truths  fo  manifeft  in  the  events.  Certainly 
hzd  fcripture  no  other  fcal  or  atteftation,  this  alone  would  be  an  un- 
anfwerable  argument  of  its  divinity.  When  men  fliall  find,  in  all 
ages,  the  work  of  God  wrought  fo  exaftly  according  to  this  model, 
that  we  may  fay,  As  we  have  read  or  heard,  fo  have  we  feen.  O 
how  great  a  confirmation  is  here  before  our  eyes  ! 

(2.)  This  will  abundantly  direft  and  indru^  us  in  our  prefent  du- 
ties under  all  providences.  We  fliall  know  hereby  what  we  have 
to  do,  and  how  to  carry  ourfelves  under  all  changes  of  conditions. 
You  can  learn  the  voice  and  errand  of  the  rod  only  from  the  word, 
Pfal.  xciv.  12.  The  word  interprets  the  works  of  God.  Provi- 
dences in  themfelves  are  not  a  perfeft  guide.  They  often  puzzle 
and  entangle  our  thoughts ;  but  bring  them  to  the  word,  and 
your  duty  will  be  quickly  manifefted,  as  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  16,  17.  , 
<'  Until  I  went  into  the  fanituary,  then  I  underftood  their  end  :** 
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And,  not  only  their  tnd^  but  his  own  dutj^  to  be  qniet  in  an  af- 
filled  condition,  and  not  ehvy  their  profperity. 

Well  then,  bring  thofe  providences  you  have  pad  through,  or 
are  now  under,  to  the  word  \  and  you  will  find  yourfelves  furnJunJ- 
ed  with  a  marvellous  light  j  and  fee  the  verification  of  the  fcrlptures 
in  them.  I  (hall  therefore  here  appeal  to  your  confciences  whc- 
^  thcr  you  have  not  found  thefe  events  of  providence  falliDg  out  a- 
greeaole  in  all  rcfpe^b  with  the  word. 

X.  The  Word  tells  you,  that  it  is  your  wifdom  and  intercft  to 
keep  clofe  to  its  rules,  and  the  duties  it  prcfcribes,  that  the  way  of 
holfaiefs  and  obedience  is  the  wifeft  way,  Deut.  4,  5,  6.  «  This  is 
«  your  wifdom.'* 

Now  let  the  events  of  providence  fpcafc,  Whether  this  be  true  or 
not.  Certainly  it  will  appear  to  be  fo  whether  mt  rcfpeft  our^ 
fent  corHfirt,  or  future  happinefs^  both  which  we  may  fee  daily  expo- 
fed  by '  departure  from  duty,  and  fecured  by  keeping  ciofe  to  it. 
Let  the  queftion  be  afked  of  the  drunhardy  adulterer^  or  profane 
fweetrer,  when  by  fid  they  have  ruined  body,  foul,  eftatc,  and 
name,  whether  it  be  their  wifdom  to  walk  in  thofe  forbidden 
path*  after  their  own  lufts  i  Whether  they  had  not  better  cotifult- 
cd  their  own  intereft  and  comfort  iti  keeping  within  the  bounds 
and  limits  of  God's  commands  ?  And  they  cannot  but  cbnfefs,  that 
this  their  wov  is  their  folly.  «  What  fruit  rfaith  the  apoftle)  had  ye 
««  in  thofe  tnings,  whereof  you  are.  now  amamed  ?  For  the  end  of 
««  thofe  things  is  death,"  Rom.  vi.  21.  Doth  not  the  providence 
of  God  verify  upon  them  thofe  threatenings  that  are  written  in  the 
experience  of  all  ages?  Prov.  xxiii.  29,  30.  Prov.  xxiii.  21. 
iProv.  V.  9.  Job  xxxi.  12.  Prov.  v.  10.  All  which  woes  and  mi- 
fcriesthey  efcape  that  walk  in  God's  ftatutcs.  Look  upon  all  the 
ruined  efiates  and  bodies  you  may  every  where  fee,  and  behold 
the  truth  of  the  fcriptures  evidently  made  good  in  thofe  fad  provi- 
dences. 

2.  The  word  tells  you,  that  your  departure  from  the  way  of 
Integrity  and  fimplicity,  to  make  ufe  of  finful  policies,  fhall  neref 
pro6t  you,  I  Sam.  xii.  21.  Prov.iii.  5. 

Let  the  events  of  providence  fpeak  to  this  alfo :  aik  your  own 
experience,  and  you  mall  have  a  full  confirmation  of  this  truth. 
t)id  you  ever  leave  the  way  of  fimplicity  and  integrity,  and  ufe 
finful  fliifts  to  bring  about  your  own  defigns,  and  profper  in  that 
Way  ?  Cel-tr/mly  God  hath  curfed  all  the  Ways  of  fin  j  and  who- 
ever finds  them  to  thrive  with  them,  his  people  fhall  not.  If- 
rael  would  not  rely  upon  the  Lord,  but  trufl  in  the  (hadow  of 
Egypt,  and  what  advantage  had  they  by  this  finful  policy  ?  Sec 
Ifa.  XXX.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5.  David  ufed  a  great  deal  of  finful  policy  to 
cover  his  wicked  fedlj  but  did  it  profper!    See  2  Satb.  xii.  12. 
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It  is  an  excellent  note  of  Livy,  Confilta  calMa^  prima  fpecie  Uta  / 
traBatu  dura^  eventu  tr'ijl'ia.  Sinful  policies,  in  their  firft  appear^ 
anccs,  are  pleafant  and  promifing,  in  their  management  difficult, 
in  their  event  fad.  Some  by  finful  ways  have  gotten  wealth  ;  but 
that  fcripture  hath  been  verified  in  their  experience,  Prov.  x.  2. 
"  Treafures  of  wickednefs  profit  nothing:**  Either  God  hath 
blown  upon  it  by  a  fecrfet  curie,  that  it  hath  done  them  no  good^ 
or  given  them  fuch  difquietnefs  in  their  confciences,  that  they  have 
been  forced  to  vomit  it  up,  ere  they  could  find  peace,  Job  xi.  13, 
14,  15. 

That  which  David  gave  in  charge  to  Solomon,  hath  been  found 
experimentally  true  by  thoufands,  i  Chron.  xxii.  12,  13.  That 
the  true  way  to  profperity,  is  to  keep  clofe  to  the  rule  of  the  wordi 
And  that  the  true  reafon  why  men  cannot  profpcr,  is  their  for- 
faking  that  rule,  2  Chrt)n.  xxiv.  20. 

It  is  true,  if  God  haye  a  purpofe  to  deftroy  a  man,  he  may  for 
a  time  fiiffcr  him  to  fucceed  and  profper  in  his  fin  for  his  greater 
hardening.  Job  xii.  6.  But  it  is  not  fo  with  thofe  whom  the  Lord 
lores,  their  finful  fhifts  Ihall  never  thrive  with  them. 

3.  The  word  prohibits  your  truft  and  confidence  in  the  crea- 
ture, even  in  the  greateft  and  moft  powerhil  among  creatures, 
jPfal.  cxlvi.  3.  It  tells  us  that  it  is  better  to  truft  in  the  Lord  thaa 
in  them,  Pfal.  cxviii.  8.  It  forbids  our  confidence  in  thofe  crea- 
tures that  are  moft  nearly  allied  and  related  in  the  bonds  of  na* 
ture  to  us,  Micah  vii.  5.  It  curfeth  the  man  that  gives  that  re- 
liance to  the  creature,  which  is  due  to  God,  Jer.  xvii.  5. 

Confult  the  events  of  providence  in  this  cafe,  and  fee  whether 
the  word  be  not  verified  therein*?  Did  you  ever  le:jn  upon  an; 
Egyptian  reed,  and  did  it  not  break  under  you,  and  pierce  as  well 
as  deceive  you.^  O  how  often  hath  this  been  evident  in  our  expe- 
rience !  whatfpever  we  have  over-loved,  idolized,  and  leaned  up-* 
on,  God  hath  fi'om  time  to  time  broken  it,  and  made  us  to  fee 
the  vanity  of  it ;  fo  that  we  find,  the  readieft  courfe  to  be  rid  of 
our  comforts,  is  to  fet  oim  hearts  inordinately  or  immoderately  up- 
on them :  for  our  God  is  a  jealous  God,  and  will  not  part  with  his 
glory  to  another.  The  world  is  full  of  examples  of  perfons  de- 
prived of  their  comforts,  huflDands,*^  wives,  chil.lren,  eftates,  &c. 
upon  this  account,  and  by  this  means:  If  Jonah  be  overjoyed  in 
his  gourd,  a  worm  is  prefently  prepared  to  fmire  it.  Hence  it  is 
that  fo  many  graves  are  opened  for  the  burying  of  our  idols  out 
of  our  fight.  If  David  fay,  My  mountain  pall  J}and Jirong^  I  pall  not 
^?  moved:  the  next  news  he  fhall  hear,  is  of  darkncfs  and  trouble," 
Pfal  XXX.  vi.  6,  7.   O  how  true  and  faithful  do  we  find  thefc  lay- 

VoL.  I\^  3  H 
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ings  of  God  to  be !  Who  cannot  but  put  to  his  feal,  and  faji  Thj 
words  are  truth  ? 

4.  The  word  aiTures  us,  that  fin  is  the  caufc  and  inlet  of  a£Bic- 
tion  and  forrow,  and  that  therife  is  an  infeparable  connexion  be- 
twixt them, Numb,  xxxii.  23.  "Be  fure  your  fin  will  find  you  out," 
that  is,  the  fad  effects  and  affli£lions  that  follow  it  (hall  find  you 
out :  So  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  30,  31,  32.  "  If  bis  fons  forfake  my  kw, 
^  I  will  vifit  their  iniquities  with  rods.** 

Enquire  now  at  the  month  of  providence,  whether  this  be  in- 
deed (b,  according  to  the  reports  of  the  word.  Afk  but  your  own 
experiences,  and  you  fhallfind,  thatjuilfo  providence  hath  order- 
ed it  all  along  your  way.  When  did  you  grow  into  a  fecurc,  vain, 
carnal  frame,  but  you  found  fome  rouzing,  ftartling  providence 
fent  to  awaken  you  ?  When  did  you  wound  your  confciences  with 
guilt,  and  God  did  not  wound  you  for  it,  in  (bme  other  of  your 
beloved  enjoyments  ?  Nay,  fo  ordinary  is  this  with  God,  that  from 
the  obfervations  of  their  own  frames  and  ways,  many  Chriftians 
have  foreboded  and  prefaged  troubles  at  hand. 

I  do  not  fay  that  God  never  affliAs  his  people^  but  for  their 
fin ;  for  he  may  do  it  for  their  trial,  i  Pet.  iv.  12.  Nor  do  I  fay, 
that  God  follows  every  fin  with  a  rod  ;  for  who  then  fhould  fland 
before  him  i  Pfal.  cxxx.  3 .  But  this  I  fay,  that  it  is  God's  ufual 
way,  to  vilit  the  fins  of  his  people  with  rods  of  affliction,  and  this 
is  in  mercy  to  their  fouls.  Upon  this  account  it  was,  that  the  rod 
of  God  was  upon  David,  in  a  long  fucceffion  of  troubles  upon  his 
kingdom  and  family,  after  that  great  prevarication  of  his,  2  Sam. 
xii.  10.  And  if  we  would  carefully  fearch  out  the  feeds  and  prin- 
ciples of  thofe  miferies  under  which  we  or  ours  do  groan,  ve 
fhould  find  them  to  be  our  own  turnings  afide  from  the  Lord,  ac- 
cording to  that,  Jer.  ii  19.  Jer.  iv.  18.  Have  not  all  thefe  cau- 
tions and  threatenings  of  the  word  been  exaAly  fulfilled  bj  provi- 
dence in  your  own  experience  ?  Who  can  but  fee  the  infallible 
truth  qf  God  in  all  that  he  hath  threatened  I  And  no  lefs  evident 
is  the  truth  of  the  promifes  to  all  that  will  obferve  how  providence 
makes  them  good  every  day  to  us.     For  confider, 

5.  How  great  fecurity  God  hath  given  to  his  people  in  the  pro- 
mifes, that  no  man  (ball  lofe  any  thing,  by  felf-denial,  for  his 
fake.  He  hath  told  us,  Mark  x.  29,  30.  "  Verily,  I  fay  unto 
««  you,  there  is  no  man  that  hath  left  houie,  or  brethren,  or 
«*  fifters,  or  father,  or  mother,  or  wife,  or  children,  or  lands  for 
<<  my  fake,  and  the  gofpel's,  but  he  fhall  receive  an  hundred  fold 
«<  in  this  time,  houfes,  and  brethren,  and  fiflers,  and  noothers, 
«  and  children,  and  lands,  with  perfecutions,  and  in  the  world  to 
«  come  eternal  life." 

Though  that  vile  apoftate,  Julian,  derided  this  promife,  yet 
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thoufands  and  t^n  thoufands  have  experienced  it^  and  do  at  this 
day  ftand  ready  to  fet  their  feal  to  it.  God  hath  made  it  good  to 
his  people,  not  only  in  fpirituals ;  mward  joy  and  peace ;  but 
even  in  temporals  alio  :  inftead  of  natural  relations,  who  took  care 
for  them  before,  hundreds  of  Chrlftans  (hall  (land  ready  to  af&ft 
and  help  them  :  fo  that  though  they  6ave  left  all  for  Chrift,  yet* 
they  may  fay  with  the  apoftle,  2  Cor.  vi.  io,  "  hi  having  no- 
"  thing,  and  yet  pofleffing  all  things/'  O  the  admirable  care  and 
tendernefs  of  providence  over  thofe  that,  for  confcience  fake,  have 
left  all,  and  caft  themfelves  upon  its  immediate  care !  Are  there 
not  at  this  day  to  be  found  many  fo  provided  for,  even  to  the  envy 
of  their  enemies,  and  their  own  admiration  ?  Who  fees  not  the 
faithfulneis  of  God  in  the  promifes,  that'hatb  but  an  heart  to  truSt 
God  in  them ! 

6.  The  word  of  promife  aflures  us,  that  whatever  wants  and 
ftraits  the  faints  fall  into,  their  God  <<  will  never  leave  them,  nor 
"  forfake  them,  Heb.  xiii^  5,  That  he  will  be  with  them  in  trou- 
ble, Pfal.  xci.  15. 

Confult  the  various  providences  of  your  life  to  this  point,  and  I 
doubt  not  but  you  will  find  the  truth  of  thefe  promifes  as  often 
confirmed  as  you  have  been  in  trouble*.  Afk  your  own  hearts^ 
where  or  when  was  it  that  your  God  foribok  you,  and  left  you  to 
fink  and  perilh  under  your  burdens  ?  I  doubt  not  but  moft  of 
you  have  been  at  one  time  or  other  plunged  in  difficulties,  dif- 
ficulties out  of  which  you  could  fee  no  way  of  efcape  by  the  eye  of 
reafon  \  yea,  fuch  as,  it  may  be,  daggered  your  faith  in  the  pro- 
mife, as  David's  was,  i  Sam.  xxvii.  1.  when  he  iaid,  «I  fliall 
"  one  day  perifh  by  the  hand  of  Saul.  All  men  are  liars,"  (even 
Samuel  himfelf)  and  yet  notwithftanding  all,  we  fee  him  emerge 
out  of  that  fea  of  trouble,  and  the  promifes  made  good  in  every 
tittle  to  him.  The  like,  doubtlefs,  you  may  obferve  in  your  own 
cafes ;  alk  your  own  (buls  the  quel^ion,  and  they  will  fatbfy  it : 
Did  God  abandon  and  caft  you  oflf  in  the  day  of  your  ftraits  ? 
Certainly  you  muft  bely  your  own  experience,  if  you  fhould  Yay 
fo.  It  is  true,  there  have  been  fome  plunges  and  difficulties  you 
have  met  with,  wherein  {\,)  You  could  fee  no  way  of  efcape,  but 
concluded  you  muft  perifh  in  them.  (2.)  Difficulties  that  have 
daggered  your  faith  in  the  promifes,  and  made  you  doubt  whether 
the  Fountain  of  all-fufficiency  would  let  out  itfelf  for  your  relief. 
(3.)  Yea,  fuch  difficulties  as  have  provoked  you  to  murmuring 
and  impatience,  and  thereby  provoked  the  Lord  to  forfake  you  in 

*  In  ihorty  all  good  things^  in  ewtrj  condition  of  life,  are  alTordcd  ns  by  God/ 
it  will  \ifi  our  duty  and  intereft  to  fupport  ourfeWes  in  times  of  diilreft  with  thjB 
coniideration  of  his  proTidence.    AffietL  Tbeol,  Cattcbft,  /•  I9)« 
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yoor  ftraits  \  bat  yet  you  fee  he  did  not.  He  hath  ekheri  (i.) 
Strengthened  your  back  to  bear,  or,  (2.)  Lightened  your  burden^ 
or,  (3.)  Opened  an  unexpeded  door  of  cfcape,  according  to  that 
promift,  I  Cor.  x.  13.  fb  that  the  evil  which  you  feared,  came 
not  upon  you. 

7.  You  read,  that  the  word  of  God  is  the  only  fup^iort  and  re- 
lief to  a  gracious  foul  in  the  dark  day  of  affliftion,  Pfal.  cxix.  50, 
92.  2  Sam.  xxiii.  5.  That  for  this  very  purpose  it  was  written,Rom. 
XV.  4.  No  rules  of  moral  prudence,  no  fenfual  remedies  can  per- 
form that  for  us,  which  the  word  can  do. 

And  is  not  this  a  fealed  truth,  attefted  by  a  thoufand  undeni- 
able experiences  ?  Hence  have  the  faints  fetched  their  cordials, 
when  fainting  under  the  rod.  One  word  of  God  can  do  more  than 
ten  thoufand  words  of  men,  to  relieve  a  diftrefled  (bul.  If  pro- 
vidence have  at  any  time  dire£tedyou  to  fuch  promifcs,  as  either 
affiire  you  that  the  Lord  will  be  with  yon  in  trouble,  Pfal  xci.  15. 
or  that  encourage  you  from  inward  peace,  to  bear  cheerfully  out- 
ward burdens,  John  xvi.  33.  or  fatisfy  you  of  God's  tenderaefs 
and  moderation  in  his  dealings  v.ith  you,  Ifa.  xxvii.  8.  or  that- you 
fliall  reap  bkflcd  fruits  from  them,  Rom.  viii.  28.  or  that  clear  up 
your  intereft  in  God  ;  and  his  love  under  your  affliAions,  1  Sam. 
vii.  14.  O  what  fenfible  eafc  and  relief  enfues  I  How  li^t  is  your 
burden,  compared  with  what  it  was  before  ! 

8.  The  word  tells  us,  that  there  is  no  fuch  way  to  improve  oar 
eftates  as  to  lay  them  out  with  a  cheerful  liberality  for  Cfod;  and 
that  our  with-holding  our  hands  when  God  and  duty  calls  to  dif- 
tributc,  will  rot  he.  fof  our  advantage.  See  Prov.  xi.  25,  Ifa.  xxxn. 
8.  Prov.  xix.  1 7.  Prov.  xi.  24. 

Confult  providence  now,  and  you  fliall  find  it  in  all  refpcfts  ac- 
cord'r^  to  the  report  of  the  word.  O  how  true  is  the  fcripturc- 
tefi  iniony  herein  !  There  are  many  thoufand  witnefles  now  living, 
that  can  fct  their  fcals  to  both  parts  of  this  propofition,  what  men 
fave  (as  they  count  faving)  with  one  hand,  providence  icattcrs  by 
another  hand:  And  what  they  feat  ter  abroad  with  a  liberal  hand, 
and  fingle  eye  for  (iod,  is  furely  repaid  to  them,  or  theirs  :  Never 
did  any  man  lofli  by  drftributing  foi'  God.  He  that  lends  to  the 
poor^  JcpftcrLitur  Domino,  as  fomc  ex^joundthat  text,  puts  his  money 
to  intereft  to  the  Lord.  Some  have  obferved  how  prc\ndeacc 
hath  doubled  all  they  have  laid  cut  for  God  in  ways  unexpected 
to  them. 

9.  The  word  afllires  us,  that  the  beft  expedient  for  a  man  to 
fettle  hh  own  intereft  in  the  confcicnccs  and  afitditnis  of  men,  is 
to  direft  his  ways  fo  as  to  pleafe  the  Lord,  Prov«  xvi.  7.  and 
doth  not  providence  confirm  it  ^  This  the  three  Jews  found  by 
experience,  Dan.  iii.  28,  29.  and  fo  did  Daniel,  chap.  vL  20,  21, 
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21.  this  kept  up  John's  reputation  In  the  confcience  of  Herod^ 
Mark  vi.  20.  So  it  fell  out  when  Conflantius  made  that  explon^ 
tory  decree  i  thofe  that  were  confcientious  were  preferred,  and 
thofe  that  changed  their  religion  expelled.  Never  did  any  man 
lole  at  laft  by  his  fidelity. 

10.  The  written  word  tells  us,  that  the  beft  expedient  to  in- 
ward peace  and  tranquillity  of  mind  under  puzzliiig  and  diftra6ling 
troubles,  is  to  commit  ourfeives  and  our  cafe  to  the  Lord  ;  fo  you 
read,  Pfalm  xxxvii.  5,  6,  7.  and  Prov.  xvi.  3. 

And  as  you  have  read  in  the  word,  fo  you  have  found  k  in  your 
owa  experience.  O  what  a  burden  is  off  your  ihoulders  when  yea 
have  refigncd  the  cafe  to  Ood  !  Then  doth  providence  iflvie  your 
affairs  comfortably  for  you :  The  difficulty  b  foon  over  when  the 
heart  is  brought  to  this. 

Thus  you  fee  how  fcriptures  are  fulfilled  by  providence  in  thcfe 
few  inilances  I  have  given  of  it.  Compare  them  in  all  other  cafes 
and  you  (hall  find  the  fame ;  for  all  the  lines  of  providence  lead 
from  the  fcripture,  and  return  thither  again,  and  do  moft  vifiUd 
begin  and  end  there. 

The  Fourth  Dire8ion. 

In  all  your  reviewT  and  obfervations  of  providence^  hefure  that  you 
eje  God  as  ihe  author  and  orderer  of  them  all^  Prov.  iii.  6. 

1.  In  all  the  comfortable  providences  of  your  lives  eye  God  as 
the  Author^  or  donor  of  them  ;  remember  he  is  the  Father  ofmer'- 
n'w,  that  begets  every  mercy  for  you.  2  Cor.  i.  3.  "  The  God  of 
**  all  comfort,**  without  whofe  order  no  mercy  or  comfort  can 
come  to  yoi^r  hands.  And  think  it  not  enough  tlius  to  acknow- 
ledge him  in  a  general  way,  but  when  you  receive  mercies,  take 
fpecial  notice  of  the  following  particulars. 

(i.)  Eye  the  care  of  God  for  you  ;  i  Pet.  v.  7^  •*  He  careth  for 
"  you.  Your  Father  knows  you  have  need  of  thefe  things," 
Matth.  vi.  32.  .  It  is  but  to  acquaint  him  what  you  want,  and 
your  wants  are  fupplied,  Pliil.  iv.  6.  /*tj  ju,f^tjut»aT«,  torture  not 
yourfelves  about  it ;  you  have  a  Father  that  cares  for  you. 

(2.)  Eye  the  wifdom  of  God  in  the  way  of  difpehfing  his  mer- 
cies to  you,  \iQ7i  fultahly  they  are  ordered  to  your  condition,  and 
how  feafonably.  When  one  comfort  is  cut  off,  and  removed, 
another  is  raifed  up  in  its  room.  Thus  Ifaac  was  comforted  in 
Rcbekah  after  his  mother* s  death,  Gen.  xxiv.  67. 

(3.)  Eye  the  free  grace  of  God  in  them,  yea,  fee  riches  of  grace 
in  every  bequeft  of  comfort  to  fo  vile  and  unworthy  creatures  as 
you  are;  lee  yourfelves  over-topped  by  the  leali  of  all  your 
mercies.  Gen.  xxxii.  10.  «  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  leaft,"  faid 
Jacob. 
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(4«)  Efic  the  condcfceniion  of  God  to  your  rcquefts  for  thofe 
merciesi  Pfalm  xxxiv.  6.  This  is  the  fweetcft  bit  in  any  enjoy- 
ment  in  which  a  man  can  fentibly  relifb  the  return  and  anfwer  of 
his  prayers^  and  greatly  enflames  the  foul's  love  to  God,  Pfalm 
cxvi.  I. 

(5.)  Eye  the  defign  and  end  of  God  in  all  your  comforts; 
know  that  it  is  not  fent  to  fatisfy  the  cravings  of  your  fecfual  ap- 
petite, but  to  quicken  and  enable  you  for  a  more  cheerful  dif- 
charge  of  your  duty^Deut.  xxviii.  47. 

(6.)  Eye  the  way  and  method  in  which  your  mercies  arc  con- 
veyed to  you  ;  they  all  flow  to  you  through  the  blood  of  Chrift 
and  covenant  of  grace,  i  Cor.  iii.  22,23.  Mercies  derive  their 
fweetnefs  from  the  channel  through  which  they  run  to  us. 

(7.)  Eye  the  diAinguifbing  goodnefs  of  God  in  aU  the  com- 
fortable enjoyments  of  your  lives.  How  many  thoufands,  better 
'than  you,  are  denied  thofe  comforts  ?  See  Heb*  xi,  37. 

(8.)  Eye  them  all  as  comforts  .appointed  to  refrefh  you  in  your 
way  to  far  better  and  greater  mercies  than  themfelves  The  beft 
mercies  are  fiill  rerer\'ed  till  laft,  and  all  thefe  are  introduAive  of 
better. 

2.  In  all  the  fad  and  affli£live  providences  that  beial  you,  eye 
God  as  the  author  and  orderer  of  them  alfo.  So  he  reprcfents 
himfclf  to  us,  Jer.  xviii.  1 1 .  «  Behold,  I  create  evil,  and  dcvife  a 
*«  device  againft  you."  And  Amos  iii.  6  "  Is  there  evil  in  the 
<<  city,  and  the  Lord  hath  not  done  it  ?"     More  particularly, 

i«  Set  before  you  tht  favereig/ity  of  God,  eye  him  as  a  being  in- 
finitely fuperior  to  you,  at  whcfe  pleafure  you,  and  all  you  have  iS) 
Pfal.  ex  v.  3.  which  is  the  moil  conclufive  reafon  and  argument 
of  fubmiflion,  Pfalm  xlvi.  10.  For  if  we  and  ail  we  have  pro- 
ceeded from  his  will,  how  equal  is  it  that  we  be  refigned  up  to 
it  ?  It  is  not  many  years  ago  fince  we  were  not,  and  when  it 
pleafed  him  to  bring  us  upon  the  flage  of  a£lion,  we  had  no  liberty 
of  indenting  with  him  on  what  terms  we  could  come  into  the 
world ;  or  refufe  to  be,  except  we  might  have  our  being  on  fuch 
terms  as'  we  dcfired.  His  fovereigpiiy  is  glOrioufly  difplayed  in  his 
eternal  decrees,  and  temporal  providences.  He  might  have  put  you 
into  what  rank  of  creatures  he  pleafed ;  he  might  have  made  you 
the  moft  dcfpicable  creatures,  worms,  or  toads :  Or,  if  men,  iht 
moft  vile,  abjeft,  and  miferable  among  men  :  And^hcn  you  had 
run  through  all  the  miferies  of  this  life,  have  damned  you  to  eter* 
nity,  made  you  miferable  for  ever,  and  all  this  without  any  wrong 
to  you.  And  fhall  not  this  quiet  us  under  the  common  afflictions 
of  this  life  ? 

2.  Set  the  grace  and  goodnefs  of  God  before  you  in  all  affliflive 
providences  5  O  fee  him  paCiiig  by  you  in  the  cloudy  and  dark  day. 
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proclaiming  bis  name,  tht  Lord^  the  Lord  merciful  and  gracious. 
There  are  two  forts  of  mercies  that  are  feldom  ecUpfed  by  the  dark- 
e{l  affliction  that  befals  the  faints  in  their  temporal  concemsj  viz. 
/paring  mercy  in  this  world,  and  faving  mercy  in  that  to  come.  It  is 
not  fo  bad  now  as  it  might,  and  we  deferred  it  (hould  be,  and  it 
will  be  better  hereafter.  This  the  church  obferved,  and  reafoned 
herfelf  quiet  from  it,  Lam.  iii.  22.  Hath  he  taken  fome  ?  He 
might  have  taken  all.  Are  we  affli£led  ?  It  is  a  mercy  we  arc 
notdeftroyed.  O !  if  we  confider  what  temporal  mercies  are  yet 
fpared,  and  what  fpiritual  mercies  are  beftowed,  and  yet  continued 
to  us,  we  (ball  find  caufe  to  admire  mercy  rather  than  complain  of 
fcvcrity. 

3.  Eye  the  wifdom  of  God  in  all  your  affli<5lions,  behold  it  in 
the  choice  of  the  kind  of  yoiu-  affliction,  this,  and  not  another  :  The 
timey  now  and  not  at  another  feafon  :  The  degrecy  in  this  mcafure 
only,  and  not  in  a  greater :  The  fupports  afforded  you  under  it, 
not  left  altogether  helplefs :  The  tjjtie  to  which  it  is  over-ruled,  it 
is  to  your  good,  not  ruin.  Look  upon  all  thefe,  and  then  aik  thy 
heart  that  queftion  God  alked  Jonah,  "  Doft  thou  well  to  be  an- 
"  gnr  ?"  Surely,  when  you  conii  Jer  all,  what  need  you  have  had 
of  thefe  rods,  that  your  corruptions  will  require  all  thb,  it  may  be 
much  more  to  mortify  them  ;  that  without  the  perifbing  of  thefe 
things,  you  might  have  periihed  for  ever ;  you  will  fee  great  rea- 
fonto  be  quiet  and  well  fatisfied  under  the  hand  of  God. 

4*  Set  the  faithfulnefs  of  the  Lord  before  you  under  the  faddeft 
providences.  So  did  David,  Pfalmcxir.  75.  this  is  according  to 
his  covenant-faithfulnefs,  Pfalm  Ixxxix.  32.  Hence  it  is,  that  the 
Lord  will  not  with-hold  a  rod  when  need  requires  it,  i  Pet.  i.  (J. 
nor  will  he  forfake  his  people  under  the  rod  when  he  inflids  it, 
2  Cor,  iv.  9. 

O  what  quietnefs  will  this  breed  !  I  fee  my  God  will  not  lofe  my 
heart  if  a  rod  can  prevent  itj  he  had  rather  hear  me  groan  here 
than  howl  hereafter  ;  his  love  is  judicious,  not  fond;,  he  confults 
my  good  rather  than  my  eafe, 

5.  Eye  the  alUfufficiency  of  God  in  the  day  of  affliftion ;  fee 
enough  in  him  ftill  whatever  be  gone.  Here  is  the  fountain  ftill 
as  full  as  ever,  though  this  or  that  pipe  be  cut  off,  which  was  wont 
to  convey  fome  what  of  it  to  me.  O  Chriftians,  cannot  you  make* 
up  any  lofe  this  way  ?  Cannot  you  fee  more  in  God  than  in  any, 
or  all  the  creature-comforts  you  have  loft  ?  With  what  eyes,  then, 
do  you  look  upon  God  ? 

(S.  Lajilyy  eye  the  immutability  of  God  j  look  on  him  as  the  rock 
of  ^es,  James  i.  17.  «  The  Father  of  lights,  with  whom  is  np  va- 
"  riablenefs,  nor  fhadow  of  turning."  Eye  Jefus  Chrift  as 
«  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever.**    O  how  quietly 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


4^8  Divine  ConduBi  or^ 

will  you  then  behave  yourfelves  under  tlic  changes  of  providence  ? 
It  may  be  two  or  three  days  have  made  a  fed  change  m  your  con- 
dition :  The  death  of  a  dear  relation  hath  turned  all  things  upfide- 
down,  that  pkce  is  empty  where  lately  they  were,  as  it  is,  Job  vii. 
lo.  ««  His  place  (hall  know  him  no  more  :"  Well,  but  God  is  what 
he  was,  and  where  he  was  :  Time  fhall  make  no  change  upon 
him,  as  it  is  in  Ifa.  xl.  5,  7,  8.  "  The  grafs  withereth,  the  flower 
««  fadcth  ;  but  the  word  of  the  Lord  abideth  for  ever.**  O  Ik>w 
compofing  are  thofe  views  of  God  to  our  fpirits  under  dark  provi- 
dence's.. 

The  Fifth  Direaion.  ' 

Laftly,  Work  up  your  hearts  to  thefe  frames^  andexercife  thofe  afeC' 
Hons  which  the  feveral providences  of  God  that  are  verfant  about  you  I'all 
JoTj  Ecdef.  vii.  14.  Suit  yourfelves  to  anfwer  the  defign  and  end 
of  God  in  all  providences.  As  there  are  various  affections  planted 
in  your  fouls,  fo  are  there  feveral  graces  planted  in  thofe  affcdblons, 
and  feveral  providences  appointed  to  draw  forth,  and  excrcife  thcfe 
graces. 

I.  When  the  providences  of  God  are  fad  and  affliftivc,  either 
upon  the  church  in  general,  or  your  families  and  perfons  in  particu- 
lar ;  then  it  is  feafonahle  for  you  to  exercife  gcdly  fir  row  and  humlitj  if 
fpirtt :  For  in  that  day,  and  by  thofe  providences,  God  doth  call  to 
it,  Ifa.  xxii.  12.  Micah  vi.  9.  Now  fenfitive  pleafure  and  natural 
joy  is  oufof  feafon,  Ezek.  xxi.  10.  "  Should  we  then  make  mirth?'' 
If  there  be  either,  (i.)  A  filial  fpirit  in  us,  we  cannot  be  light  and 
vain,  when  our  Father  is  angry  ;  or,  (2.)  If  any  real  fenfeof  the 
evil  of  fin  which  provokes  God's  anger,  we  mud  be  heavy-hearted 
when  God  is  fmiting  for  it  5  or,  (3.)  If  any  fenfe  and  compafl^on  for 
themiferies  that  fin  brings  upon  the  world,  it  will  make  us  to  fay 
with  David,  Pfalm  cxix.  158.  ««  I  beheld  the  tranfgrciTors,  and 
«*  was  grieved."  It  is  fad  to  confider  the  miferics  that  they  pull 
down  upon  them/elves  in  this  world  and  that  to  come  (4.)  If  there 
be  any  care  in  us  to  prevent  utter  ruin,  and  flop  God  in  the  way  of 
his  anger,  we  know  this  is  the  means  to  do  it,  Amos  iv.  1 2. 

Hoiv  fad  afid  difnnd  Joever  the  face  of  Provldtfue  be^  yet  flill  tnaln- 
tain  fpiritual  joy  and  comfort  in  God  under  alL  **  Though  there  be 
«  no  herd  in  the  ftall,"  (faid  Habakkuk,.chap.  iii.  17.)  yet  I  will 
•^  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation." 

There  are  two  forts  of  comforts,  natural  and  fenfitive^  divkt 
TiTi^  fpiritual.  There  is  a  time  when  it  becomes  Chriftians  to  ex- 
ercifc  both  ;  fo  Efther  ix.  22.  And  there  is  a  time  when  the  for- 
mer is  to  be  fufpended  and  laid  by,  Pfal.  cxxxvii.  2.  But  there  is 
no  feafon  wherein  fpiritual  joy  and  comfort  in  God  is  unfcafona- 
ble,  as  appears  by  thofe  fcripturcs,  i  TheflT.  v.   16.  Phil.  ir.  4* 
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This  fpiritnal  joy  or  comfcH-t  is  nothing  clfc  but  the  cheerfulnefs  of 
our  heart  in  Gody  an4  the  fenfe  of  our  intereft  in  hinii  and  in  his 
promifes.  And  it  is  fufe,  that  no  providence  can  render  this  un- 
feafonable  to  a  Chriftian.  Let  us  fuppofe  the  moft  affliAed  and 
calamitous  (late  a  Chriftian  can  be  mcident  to>  yet, 

(i.)  Why  ihould  fad  providences  make  him  lay  by  his  com- 
forts in  God  ?  While  tbo(e  are  but  for  a  moment,  but  thefe 
eternal.     2  Cor.  iv.  1 7. 

(a.)  Why  (bould  we  lay  by  our  joy  in  God,  upon  the  accoutit  of 
fad  providences  vithout,  when  at  the  very  worll  and  loweft  ebb, 
the  faints  have  infinitely  more  caufe  to  rejoice,  than  to  be  caft 
down  ?  there  is  more  in  one  of  their  mercies  to  comfort  them 
than  in  all  their  troubles  to  dejeA  them.  All  your  loiTes  are  but 
as  the  lofs  of  z  farthing  to  a  prince,  Rom.  viii.  1 8. 

(3.)  Why  fbould  they  be  fad,  as  long  as  their  God  is  with  them 
in  all  their  troubles?  as  Chrift  faid,  Matth.  ix.  15.  «  Can  the 
'<  children  of  the  bride-chamber  be  fad,  whilft  the  bridegroom  is 
<<  with  them  ?"  So  fay  I,  Can  the  foul  be  fad  whilft  God  is  with 
it?  Oh  metbinks,  that  one  promife,  Pfalm  xci.  15.  <<  I  will  be 
<<  with  him  in  trouble,"  fhould  bear  you  up  under  all  burdens. 
Let  them  be  caft  down,  that  have  no  God  in  trouble  to  turn  to. 

(4.)  Why  (hould  they  be  fad  as  long  as  no  outward  difpenfation 
of  providence,  (be  it  never  fo  fad)  can  be  interpreted  as  a  mark  or 
fign  of  God's  hatred  or  enmity,  Eccl.  ix.  a,  3.  **  There  is  one  event 
'<  to  the  righteous  and  the  wicked."  Indeed,  if  it  were  a  fignifi- 
cation  of  the  Lord's  wrath  againft  a  man,  it  would  juftify  our  de« 
jeftion ;  but  this  cannot  be  fo :  His  heart  is  full  of  love,  whilft  the 
face  of  providence  is  full  of  frowns. 

(5.)  Why  ihould  we  be  caft  down  under  fad  providence,  whilft 
wc  have  fo  great  fecurity,  that  even  by  the  hand  of  thefe  provi- 
dences God  will  do  us  good,  and  all  d&efe  things  ihall  '<  turn  to 
**  our  falvation  ?"  Rom.  viii.  28,  By  thefe  God  is  but  killing  your 
lufts,  weaning  your  hearts  fipom  a  vain  world,  preventing  temp- 
tations, and  exciting  defires  after  heaven ;  this  is  all  the  hurt  they 
ihall  do,  and  ihall  that  fadden  us  ? 

(6.)  Why  fhould  we  lay  by  our  joy  in  God  when  the  change  of 
our  condition  is  fo  nigh  ?  it  is  but  a  little  while,  and  borrows  (hall 
flee  away  :  You  fhall  never  fuffer  more  ;  **  God  will  wipe  away  all 
•*  tears,"  Rev.  vii.  17.  Well  then,  you  fee  there  is  no  reafon, 
upon  the  account  of  providence,  to  give  up  your  joy  and  comfort 
in  God.  But  if  you  will  maintain  it  under  all  providences,  then 
be  careful, 

(i.)  To  clear  up  your  intereft  in,  and  title  to  God.     Faith  may 

VoL.IV,  3  I 
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be  feparatecl  from  comfort,  but  aiTurance  cannot. 

(2.)  Mortify  your  inordinate  affc6lions  to  earthly  things.  This 
makes  providences  that  deprive  and  crofs  us  fo  heavy.  Mortify 
your  opinion  and  affedlion,  and  you  fenfibly  lighten  your  affiftion. 
It  is  a  ftrong  aiTedtion  that  makes  flrong  affliction. 

(3.)  Dwell  much  upoin  the  meditation  of  the  Lord's  near  ap- 
proach;  and  then  all  thefe  things  will  feem  but  trifles  to  you. 
««  Let  your  moderation  be  known  unto  all  men,  the  Lord  is  at 
«  hand." 

3.  Exercife  heavenly'tnindednefsyandheep  your  hearts  upon  things  iter' 
naly  under  all  the  providences  'with  nvhich  the  Lord  exercifes  you  in  this 
vvorld.  Gen.  vi.  9.     Noah  walked  with  God,  yet  met  with  as  fskl 
providences  in  bis  day  as  any  man  that  ever  lived  fince  his  time. 
But  alas  !  we  find  moft  providences,  rather  ^o/x,  thzn^eps  in  our 
walk  with  God.     If  we  be  under  comfortable  providences,  how 
fenfual,  wanton,  and  worldly  do  our  hearts  grow  !  and  if  fiid  pro- 
vidences befal  us,  how  indolent  or  diftraftcd  are  we !  and  this 
conies  to  pafs  partly  through  the  narroivnefs^  but  moftly  through 
the  deceitfulnefs  of  our  fpirits.     Our  hearts  are  narrow,  and  know 
not  how  to  manage  two  bufinefles  of  fuch  difierent  natures,  as 
earthly  and  heavenly  matters  are  with^yut  detriment  to  one.  PeB^ts, 
noflra  duos  euros  nm  admittant.     But  certainly  fuch  a  /rame  of  fpi- 
rit  is  attainable  that  will  enable  us  to  keep  on  in  an  even  and  ftcady 
courfe  with  God  whatever  befal  us.     Others  have  attained  it,  and 
why  not  we  ?   Profperous  providences  are  for  the  moft  part  a 
dangerous  ftate  to  the  foul.     The  moon  never  fufiers  an  cclipfe 
but  at  full ;  yet  Jehofliaphat's  grace  fuffered  no  eclipfe  from  the 
fulnefs  of  his    outward  condition,   who  *^  had  riches  in  abui>- 
«  dance,  and  his  heart  was  lifted  up  in  the  way  of  God's  com- 
"  mandments,"  2  Chron.  xvii.  s*^^*     David's  life  was  as  fall  of 
cares,  turmoils,  and  incumbrances,  as  moft  men  we  read  of  5  yet 
how  fpiritual  the  temper  of  his  heart  was,  that  excellent  Bod  «/ 
Pfolmsy  (which  was  the  moft  compofed  amidft  thofe  diftraftions) 
will  acquaint  us.     The  apoftles  wer^  caft  into  as  great  neceffities, 
and  fufered  as  hard  things  as  ever  men  did  ;  yet  how  raifed  and 
heavenly  their  fpirits  were  amidft  all,  who  fees  not  1  And  certain- 
ly, if  it  were  not  poflible  to  maintain  heaven ly-mindednefe  in  fuch 
;i  Ikte  aiul  pofture  of  affairs,  God  would  never  exercife  any  of  his 
people  with  fuch  providences  :  He  would  never  give  you  fo  much 
of  the  world  to  lofc  your  hearts  in  the  love  of  it,  or  fo  little  to  dif- 
tra£t  you  with  the  cares  of  it.     If  therefore  we  were  more  deeply 
fan^ified,  and  the  tendencies  of  our  hearts  heaven-ward,  more  ar- 
dent and  vigorous :  If  we  were  more  mortified  to  earthly  things ; 
and  cov.ld  but  keep  our  due  diftance  from  them ;  our  outward 
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conditions  would  not  at  this  rate  draw  forth  and  exercifc  our  in- 
ward corruptions,  nor  would  we  hazard  the  lofs  of  fo  fweet  an 
enjoyment  as  our  fellowQiip^  with  God  is,  for  the  fake  of  any  con- 
cernment our  bodies  have  on  earth, 

4.  Uttder  all  providences  maintain  a  contented  heart  with  tvhat  the 
Lord  allots  you,  be  it  more  or  lefs  of  the  things  of  this  world.  This  grace 
niuft  run  parallel  with  all  providences.  "  Learn  how  to  be  full 
"  and  how  to  fufFcr  want,  and  in  every  ftate  to  be  content,"  Phil, 
iv.  12. 

In  this  duty  all  men  are  concerned  at  all  times,  and  in  every 
ftate,  not  only  the  people  of  God,  but  even  the  unregenerate  alfo. 
I  will  therefore  addrefs  fome  confiderations  proper  to  both.  And 
firft  to  the  unregenerate,  to  ftop  their  mouths  from  repining  and 
charging  God  fooliihly  when  providence  crofles  them.  Let  them 
ferioufly  confider  thefe  four  things.   • 

(i.)  That  hell  and  eternal  damnation  are  the  portion  of  their, 
cup  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  law  and  gofpel  threatenings. 
Whatfoever  therefore  is  (hort  of  this  is  to  be  admired  as  the  fruit 
of  God's  ftupendous  patience  and  forbearance  towards  them.  Ah 
poor  fouls,  know  you  not  that  you  are  men  and  women  condemn- 
ed to  wrath  by  the  plain  fentence  of  the  law  ?  Mark  xvi.  16,  John 
ili.  36.  2  ThdT.  i.  6,  7.  And  if  fo,  fure  th^re  are  other  matters  to 
exercife  your  thoughts,  dcfires,  fears,  and  cares  about,  than  thefe. 
Alas !  If  you  cannot  bear  a  frown  of  providence,  a  light  crofi  in 
thefe  things,  how  will  you  bear  e^^irlafting  burnings  !  a  man 
that  is  to  lofe  his  head  to-morrow,  is  not  very  folicitous  what  bed 
he  lies  on,  or  how  his  table  is  furniihed  the  night  before. 

(2.)  Confider,  though  you  be  condemned  perfons,  and  have  no 
promife  to  entitle  you  to  any  mercy  ;  yet  there  are  very  many  mer- 
cies in  your  poUeilion  at  this  day.  Be  your  condition  as  affliflive 
as  it  will,  is  life  nothing/  efpecially  considering  whither  you  niuft 
fink  when  that  thread  is  cut.  Are  the  neceflary  fupports  of  life  no- 
thing ?  Doth  not  providence  minifter  to  you  thefe  things,  though 
you  daily  difoblige  it,  and  provoke  God  to  fend  you  to  your  own 
place  ?  But  above  all,  is  the  gofpel  and  precious  means  of  falva- 
tion  nothing,  by  which  you  yet  are  in  a  capacity  of  efcaping  the 
damnation  of  hell  ?  O  what  would  the  damned  fay,  if  they  were 
but  put  into  your  condition  once  more  ?  What  1  and  yet  fret  againft 
God,  becaiife  every  thing  elfe  fuits  not  your  dcfires  ? 

(3.)  Confider,  that  if  ever  you  be  refcued  out  of  that  miferable 
condition  you  arc  in,  fuch  crofs  providences  as  thefe  you  complain 
of,  are  the  moft  probable  means  to  do  it.  Alas !  proljperity  and 
fuccefs  is  not  the  way  to  fave,  but  deftroy  you,  Prov.  i.  32.  You 
muft  be  bound  in  fetters,  and  holden  in  cords  of  affliftion,  if  ever 
your  car  be  opened  to  inftruftion,  Job  xxxvi.  8,  9, 10.     Woe  to 
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yoU|  if  you  go  on  finoothly  in  the  way  in  which  you  are,  and  meet 
with  no  croifes.  ' 

(4.)  Laftlyt  Coniidcr)  all  your  troubles  under  which  you  com- 
plain, are  pulled  down  upon  your  heads  by  your  own  fins.  Yoa 
turn  God's  mercies  into  fin,  and  then  firet  againft  God,  becaufc 
he  turns  your  fins  into  lorrow.  Tour  w^ys  and  doings  procure 
thefe  things  to  you.  Lay  your  hand  therefore  upon'  your  mouth, 
and  fay,  «  Why  doth  a  living  man  complain,  a  man  for  the 
<<  puniihment  of  his  fin,"  Lam.  in.  39.  But  I  muft  turn  to  the 
Lord's  people,  who  have  leaft  pretences  of  all  men  to  be  diiTatif- 
fied  with  any  of  God's  providences,  and  yet  are  but  too  frequendy 
found  in  that  temper*  And  to  them  I  (hall  offer  the  followicg 
confiderations, 

(2.)  Confidir  your  fpiritual  nurciss  and  privUsges  with  which  the 
Lord  J  ejus  hath  invefted  you^  and  repine  at  your  hi  efprmndena  jf 
wi/  can.  One  of  thefe  mercies  alone,  hath  enough  in  it  to  fWeet- 
en  all  your  troubles  in  this  world*  When  the  apoftle  confidered 
them,  his  heart  was  overwhelmed  with  aftonithment ;  fo  that  he 
could  not  forbear,  in  the  midft  of  all  his  outward  troubles,  to  ay 
out,  "  Blcffed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  pur  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
<<  who  hath  abounded  to  us  in  all  fpiritual  bleffings,"  &c  £ph.  i* 
•  3*  Oh,  who  that  fees  fuch  an  inheritance  fettled  upon  him  in 
Chrift,  can  ever  open  his  mouth  more  to  repine  at  bis  lot  of 
providence! 

(2.)  Conjider  your  Jins^  aitd  that  will  make  you  contented  with  ywr 
lot.  Yea,  confider  two  things  in  fin.  (i.)  What  it  deferves  from 
God,  and,  (2.)  What  it  requires  to  mortify  and  purge  it  b  yoo. 
It  deferves  from  God  eternal  ruin;  the  merit  of  hell  is  in  the  leaft 
vain  thought  i  every  fin  forfeits  all  the  mercies  you  have,  and  if 
fo,  rather  Nvonder  your  mercies  ace  fo  many,  than  that  you  have 
no  more.  Befides,  you  cannot  doubt,  but  your  corruptions  re- 
quire all  the  crofies,  wants,  and  troubles  that  are  upon  you,  and, 
it  may  be,  a  great  deal  more  to  mortify  and  fubdue  them.  Do  not 
you  find,  after  all  the  rods  that  have  been  upon  you,  a  proud  heart 
ftill,  a  vain  and  earthly  heart  ftill  ?  O  how  many  bitter  potions 
are  but  neceflary  to  purge  out  this  tough,  malignant  humour ! 

(3.)  Confider  Ixtw  near  you  are  to  the  change  of  your  condition.  Have 
but  a  little  patience,  and  all  will  be  as  well  with  you  as  your  hearts 
can  defii'e.  It  is  no  finall  comfort  to  the  faints,  that  this  world 
is  the  worft  place  that  ever  they  fball  be  in :  things  will  be  better 
every  day  with  them.  If  the  traveller  have  fpent  all  his  money* 
yet  it  doth  not  much  trouble  him  if  he  fca?ow  himfelf  within  a  few 
miles  of  his  own  home.  If  there  be  no  qftdlcs  in  the  houfe,  we 
do  not  much  matter  it,  if  we  are  fure  it  is  alraoft  break  of  day  1 
for  then  there  will  be  no  ufe  for  them.  Thjs.is  your  cafe,  **  Your 
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<«  felvaiioRis  nearer  than  yhcn  you  believed,"  Rom.  xiii.  iz. 

I  have  done  with  the  dire£kive  part  of  this  difcourfe ;  but  before 
I  pais  to  the  fifth  head,  I  judge  it  neceHary  to  leave  a  few  cautions 
to  prevent  the  abule  of  providence,  and  your  mifcarriages  in  yoor 
behaviottr  towards  it.    And 

Fii^  Cauiton. 

If  providence  delay  the  performance  of  any  mercy  to  jou,  that  you  have 
bng  waited  and  prayed  for ;  yet  fee  that  you  defpond  notj  nor  grow 
weary  of  waiting  upon  God  for  that  reafon.  It  pleafes  the  Lord  often- 
times to  try  and  exercife  his  people  this  way,  and  make  them  cry, 
«  How  long.  Lord,  how  long?"  Pfal.  xiii.  i,  2. 

Thefe  delays,  both  upon  fpiritual  and  temporal  accounts,  are 
frequent ;  and  when  they  behil  us,  we  are  too  apt  to  interpret 
them  as  denials,  and  fall  into  a  finful  dcfpondency  of  mind,  though 
there  be  no  caufe  at  all  for  it,  Pfal.  xxxi.  12.  Lam.  iii.  8,  44.  It 
is  not  always  that  the  returns  of  prayer  are  difpatched  to  us  in  the 
fame  hour  they  are  aiked  of  God  \  yet  fometimes  it  falls  out  To, 
Ifa.  Ixv.  24*  Dan.  ix.  23.  But  though  the  Lord  means  to  perform 
to  us  the  mercies  we  defire,  yet  he  will  ordinarily  exercife  our  pa^ 
tience  to  wait  for  them  \  and  that  for  thefe  reafons, 

(i.)  Becaofe  our  time  is  not  the  proper  feaibn  for  us  to  receive 
our  mercies  in.  Now  the  feafon  of  mercy  is  a  very  great  circum- 
flance  that  adds  much  to  the  value  of  it.  Cod  judges  not  as  we 
do,  we  are  all  in  hafle,  and  will  have  it  now.  Numb.  xxii.  13. 
"  But  he  is  a  God  of  judgment,  and  bleiTed  are  they  that  wait  for 
«<  hhn,"  Ifa.  XXX.  18. 

(2.)  Afiliftive  providences  have  not  accomplifhcd  that  deflgh 
upon  our  hearts  they  were  fent  for,  when  we  are  fo  eameft  and 
impatient  for  a  change  of  them  ^  and  till  then,  the  rod  muft  not 
be  taken  off^  Ifa.  x.  12. 

(3.)  The  more  prayers  and  fearchings  of  heart  come  between 
our  wants  and  fuppUes,  our  affliflions  and  reliefs,  the  fweeter  are 
our  reliefs  and  fupplies  thereby  made  to  us.  Ifa.  xxv.  9.  <<  Thh 
"  is  pur  Godi  we  have  waited  for  him,  and  he  will  fave  us:  this 
«  is  the  Lord,  we  have  waited  for  himi  we  will  rejoice  and  be 
«  glad  in  his  falvatlon."  This  recompenfes  the  delay,  and  pays 
us  for  all  the  expences  of  our  patience. 

But  though  there  be  fuch  weighty  reafons  for  t.he  flop  and  de- 
lay of  refreihing,  comfortable  providences ;  yet  we  cannot  bear  it, 
our  hands  hang  down,  and  we  ftiint :  Pfal.  Ixix.  3.  <<  I  am  weary 
«  of  my  crying,  my  throat  is  dry,  mine  eyes  fail  while  I  wait  for 
<<  my  God."  For,  fllas  I  we  judge  by  fenfe  and  appearance,  and 
confider  not  that  God's  heart  may  be  towards  us,  whilft  the  hand 
of  his  providence  feenos  to  be  againft  us.     If  things  continue  at 
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one  ratie  with  us,  we  think  our  prayers  are  lofl",  and  our  hopes 
pcrifhcd  from  the  Lord ;  much  more  when  things  grow  worfe  and 
worfe,  and  our  darkncfs  and  trouble  increafe,  as  ufualljr  they  do 
juft  before  the  break  of  day  and  change  of  our  condition,  then  wc 
concluded,  God  is  angry  with  our  prayers :  See  Gideon*s  reply, 
Judges  vi.  13.  This  even  daggered  a  Mofes*  faith,  Exod.  v.  22, 
23,  O  what  groundlefs  jealoufies  and  fufpicions  of  God  are  found 
at  fuch  times  in  the  hearts  of  his  own  children !  Job  ix.  16,  17. 
Pfal-  Ixxvii.  7,  8,  9. 

But  this  is  our  great  evil,  and  to  prevent  it  in  future  trials  I  will  ^ 
offer  a  few  proper  confiderations  in  the  cafe. 

1.  The  delay  of  your  mercies  is  really  for  your  advantage.  You 
read,  Ifa.  xxx.  18.  ««The  Lord  waits  that  he  may  be  gracious." 
What  is  that  ?  Why,  it  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  time  of  his  prepa- 
ration of  mercies  for  you,  and  your  hearts  for  mercy,  that  (o  yc 
may  have  it  with  the  greateft  advantage  of  comfort.  The  foolifli 
child  would  pluck  the  apple  whilft  it  is  green,  but  when  it  is  ripe, 
it  drops  of  its  own  accord,  and  is  more  pleafant  and  wholefome. 

2.  It  is  a  greater  mercy  to  have  an  heart  willing  to  refer  all  to 
God,  and  be  at  his  difpofe,  than  to  enjoy  prefently  the  mercy  we 
are  moft  eager  and  impatient  for ;  in  that  God  pleafes  you,  in  this 
you  pleafe  God.  A  mercy  may  be  given  you  as  the  fruit  of  com- 
mon providence,  but  fuch  a  temper  of  heart  is  the  firuit  of  fpccial 
grace  :  fo  much  Is  the  glorifying  of  God  is  better  than  the  content 
and  pleafure  of  the  creature,  fo  much  is  fuch  a  frame  better  than 
fuch  a  fruition. 

3.  Expefted  mercies  are  never  nearer,  than  when  the  hearts  and 
hopes  of  God*s,  people  are  lowed.  Thus  in  their  deliverance  out 
of  Egypt  and  Babylon,  Ezek.  xxxvii.  ii.*fo  we  have  found  it  in 
our  own  perfonal  concerns :  "  At  evening-time  it  fhall  be  light," 
Zech.  xiv.  7.  when  we  look  for.increafing  darknefs,  light  arifes. 

4.  Our  unfit nefs  for  mercies  is  the  reafon  why  they  are  delayed 
fo  long.  We  put  the  blocks  in  the  way  of  mercy,  and  then  repine 
that  tlicy  make  no  more  hafte  to  us  :  Ifa.  lix.  i,  2.  <«  The  Lord's 
"  hand  is  not  (hortened,  but  our  iniquities  have  feparated  betwixt 
••  him  and  us." 

5.  Confider,  the  mercies  you  wait  for  are  the  fruits  of  pure 
grace ;  you  dcferve  them  not,  nor  can  claim  them  upon  any  title 
of  defert,  and  therefore  have  reafon  to  wait  for  them  in  a  patient 
and  thankful  frame. 

6-  Confider  how  many  millions  of  men,  as  good  as  you  by  na- 
ture,^  are  cut  off^fi-om  all  hope  and  expe6btion  of  mercy  for  ever, 
and  there  remains  to  them  nothing  but  tl^ fearful  expeBatm  cf 
nvroth.  This  might  have  been  your  cafe,  and  therefore  be  not  of 
an  impatient  fpirit  under  the  expectations  of  mercy. 
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Second  Caution^ 

Pry  not  too  curloujly  into  the  fecrets  of  providence^  nor  ftfffer  your 
Jballovf  reafon  arrogantly  to  judge  and  cenfure  its  deftgns. 

There  are  hard  texts  in  the  works,  as  well  as  in  tlie  word  of 
God.  It  becomes  us  modeftly  and  humbly  to  reverence*,  but  not 
to  dogmatize  4oo  boldly  and  podtively  upon  them :  a  man  may 
cafily  get  a  ftrain  by  over-reaching.  When  I  thought  to  know  this^ 
(faith  Aiaph)  it  was  too  ivonderful for  me.  I  thought  to  know  this, 
there  was  the  arrogant  attempt  of  reafon,  there  he  pryed  Into  the 
arcana  of  providence ;  but  it  was  too  wonderful  for  me,  it.  was 
labor  inutilis,  as  Calvin  expounds  it.  He  pryed  fo  far  into  that 
puzzling  myftery  of  the  ajfi^ions  of  the  righteous,  TLtxdprofperity 
of  the  wicked,  till  it  begat  envy  towards  them,  and  defpondency 
in  himfelf,  Ffal.  Ixxiii.  3,  13.  And  this  was  all  he  got  by  fum-* 
moning  providence  to  the  bar  of  reafon.  Holy  Job  was  guilty  of 
this  evil,  and  was  ingenuoufly  afhamed  of  it,  Jobxlii.  3. 

I  know  there  is  nothing  in  the  word,  or  in  the  works  of  God 
that  is  repugnant  to  found  reafon  ;  but  there  are  fome  things  in 
both,  which  are  oppofite  to  carnal  reafon,  as  well  as  above  right 
reafon  :  and  therefore  our  reafon  never  Ihews  itfelf  more  unreafon- 
able,  than  in  fummoning  thofe  things  to  its  bar,  ^hich  tranfcends 
its  fphere  and  capacity.  Manifold  arc  the  mifchicfs  which  enfiie 
upon  this  practice. 

1.  By  this  we  are  drawn  into  an  unworthy  fufpiclon  and  dif- 
trufl  of  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  in  the  promifes.  Sarah  laughed 
at  the  tidings  of  the  fon  of  promife,  becaufe  reafon  contradift- 
ed  and  told  her  it  was  naturally  irapoffible.  Gen.  xviii.  13,  14. 

2.  Hence  come  defpbndency  of  mind,  and  faintnefs  of  heart 
under  afiliftive  providences  5  reafon  can  difcem  no  good  fruits  in 
them,  nor  deliverance  from  them,  and  fo  our  hands  hang  down 
in  a  finful  difcouragement,  faying,  all  thcfc  things  are  againft  us, 
I  Sam.  xxvii.  i. 

3.  Hence  flow  temptations  to  deliver  ourfelves  by  inJIreft 
and  finful  mediutnr^  Ifa.  xx'x.  15,  16.  when  our  own  reafon  fills  us 
with  a  diflrufl  of  providence  it  naturally  prompts  us'  to  finful 
fhifts,  and  there  leaves  us  entangled  in  the  ihares  of  our  own 
making. 

Beware,  therefore,  you  lean  not  too  much  to  your  own  rea- 

*  Here  the  fcripture  has  fct  hounds  to  our  cariofityi  which  no  man  can,  of 
ought  to  tracfgrefs ;  neither  i^  it  for  man  to  call  God  to  account  (or  judge  of 
God).  Hence  it  is  that  God's  judgments  arc  called  unlix^Mroi',  unfearchablci 
that  the  human  mind  may  not  weary-  and  toil  itfcIf  in  vain,  and  not  without  the 
^reatell  danger,  in  fcarchii:g  out  Gcd.     Cameron  s  Frtzlc&,  p.  zxa. 
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fba  and  underftan41ng ;  nothing  is  more  plaudble,  nothing  vaax 
dangerous.  In  other  matters'  it  is  appointed  the  arbiter  and  judge, 
we  make  it  fo  here,  and  therefore  we  are  (b  diffident  and  di(faraftfiil» 
notwithftanding  the  hXkSt  fecurity  of  the  promi(es  whilft  our  rea* 
fon  ftands  by  uniatisfied. 

The  Fifth  Head. 

HaTing  given  direftions  for  the  due  management  of  tliis  great  and 
important  duty,  what  remains,  but  that  we  now  fet  our  he^ts 
to  it,  and  make  it  theconftant  work  of  every  day  throughout  ow 
lives  ?  O  what  peace,  wh;ui  pleafure,  what  ftatxlity,  what  holy 
courage  and  confidence  woukl  refuk  from  fuch  an  obfervation  of 
providence  has  hath  been  direftedto!  But  alas!  we  may  fay,  with 
reference  to  the  voices  of  Divine  Providence,  as  it  is  in  Job  xxxiii. 
14.  <<  God  fpcaketh  once,  yea  twice,  yet  man  perceivethit  not." 
Many  a  time  providence  hath  fpoken  inftruBhn  in  duty,  coirviBiort 
for  iniquity,  encouragement  under  defpondency,  but  we  regard  it  not. 
How  greatly  are  we  all  wanting  to  our  duty  and  comfort  by  this 
negleft  !  it  would  be  but  needful,  therefore,  to  fprcad  before  you 
the  lovelinefs  and  excellency  of  walking  with  God  in  a  due  and 
daily  obfervation  of  his  providenceS|  that  our  fouls  may  be  fiilly  en- 
gaged to  it. 

Firji  Motive. 

And  firft,  let  me  ofier  this  as  a  moving  argument  to  all  graci- 
ous  fouls.  That  by  this  means  you  maintain  fiveet  and  frijibk  csm- 
munion  with  God  from  day  to  day.  And  what  is  there  dedrable 
in  this  world  in  comparifon  therewith !  <*  Thou,  Lord,  haft  made 
««  me  glad  through  thy  works ;  I  will  triumph  in  the  worfa  of 
<«  thy  hands,"  Pfal.  xcii.  4.  Your  hearts  may  be  as  fwcetly  and 
fenfibly  refreflied  by  the  works  of  God's  hands,  as  by  the  words  of 
his  mouth.  Pfal.  civ.  per  totttm^  is  fpent  in  the  coniideration  of  the 
works  of  providence,  which  fo  filled  the  Pfalmift's  heart,  that,  by 
way  of  ejaculation,  heexpreffes  the  eflfeft  of  it,vcr.  34.  <«  My  me- 
<«  ditation  of  him  (hall  be  fweet." 

Communion  with  God,  properly  and  ftriftly  taken,  conflfls  in 
two  things, viz.  God's  manifeftation  of  himfclf  to  the  foul,  and  the 
foul's  anfwcrable  returns  to  God.  This  is  that  xo»r6»w»,  yJ/^fx;^/^ 
we  have  here  with  God.  Now  God  manifcfts  himlelf  to  his^//-r 
by  providences^  as  well  as  ordinances ;  neither  is  there  any  grace  in 
afantfified^tf/,  hid  from  xhe,  gracicois  influences  of  hU  provid^fttial 
manifeftations^  Sometimes  the  Lord  manifefts  his  difpleafure  and 
^tiger  again  ft  the  fins  of  his  people,  in  correAing  and  rebuking  pro- 
"vidcnces  •,  his  rods  have  a  chiding  voice,  Mic-  vi.  9.  *«  Hear  the 
«  rod,  and  who  hath  appointed  it.'*     This  difcovery  ot  God's  an- 
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ger  Idiidly  meks  and  thaws  a  gracioiis  f(ml»  and  piXKiucet  a  dovAie 
fweet  effo£l  upon  it,  namely,  repentance  for  fins  paft,  and  dae  cas- 
don  againft  future  fins,  (i.)  It  thaws  and  melts  the  heart  for  fias 
committed.  Thus  David's  heart  was  melted  for  his  fin,  when  the 
hand  of  God  was  heavy  upon  him  in  afflidtionj  Pfat  xxxii.  4»  5. 
Thus  the  capHve  churchy  upon  whom  fell  the  faddeft  and  moft  6aC- 
mai  providence  that  ever  befel  any  of  God's  people  in  any  age  of 
the  world ;  fee  how  their  hearts  are  broken  for  fin  under  this  fe- 
vere  rebuke.  Lam.  ii.  17,  18,  19.  And  then,  (2.)  For  caution 
againfl:  fin  for  the  time  to  come  ;  it  is  plain,  that  the  rebukes  of 
providence  leave  that  effeA  alfo  upon  gracious  hearts,  Ezra  ix.  139 
14.  Pfal.  Ixxxv.  iB. 

Sometimes  he  cheers  and  comforts  the  hearts  of  his  people  with 
fmiling  and  reviving  providences,  both  public  and  perfonal ;  there 
are  times  of  fifting  up  as  well  as  cafting  down  by  the  hand  of  pro- 
vidence. The  fcene  changes,  the  afpedts  of  providence  are  very 
cheerful  and  encouragmg  \  their  winter  feems  to  be  over :  they  put' 
off  their  garments  of  mourning,  and  then,  ah  what  fweet  returns 
are  made  to  heaven  by  gracious  fouls  !  Doth  God  lift  them  up  by 
profperity  ?  They  will  alfo  lift  up  their  God  by  praifes.  See  Pfal. 
xviii.  titie^  and  verie  i,  2,  3.  So  Mofes,  and  the  people  with  him, 
Exod,  XV.  when  God  had  delivered  them  from  Pharaoh,  how  do 
they  exalt  him  in  a  fong  of  thankfgiving,  which,  for  the  elegance 
and  fpirituality  of  it,  is  made  an  emblem  of  the  doxologies  given  to 
God  in  glory  by  the  faints  I  Rev,  xv.  3. 

Upon  the  whole,  whatever  effb£h  our  communion  with  God  in 
any  of  his  ordinances,  doth  ufe  to  produce  upon  our  hearts,  the 
fame  we  may  obferve  to  follow  our  converfing  with  him  in  bis  pro- 
vidences.    For, 

I.  It  is  ufually  found  in  the  experience  of  all  the  faints,  that  in 
what  ordinance  or  duty  foever  they  have  any  fenfible  communion 
with  God,  it  naturally  produces  in  their  fpirits  a  deep  abafcment  and 
humiliation  from  the  fenfe  of  divine  condefcenfions  to  fuch  vile, 
poor  woitns  as  we  are.  Thus  Abraham,  Gen.  xviii.  27.  <*  I  am 
«*  but  duft  and  aflies."  The  fame  effedV  follows  our  <;onverfe  with 
Cod  in  his  providences.  Thus  when  God  had,  in  the  way  of  his 
providence,  profpered  Jacob,  how  doth  he  hy  himfelf  at  the  feet 
of  God  as  a  man  overwhelmed  with  the  fenfe  of  mercy !  See  Gen. 
xxxii.  9,  lo.  «  And  Jacob  faid,  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  leaft  of  all 
'<  thy  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth  which  thou  haft  ihewed  thy 
"  fervant :  for  with  my  ftaff  I  pafled  over  this  Jordan,  and  now  i 
*^  am  become  two  bands.'*  Thus  alfo  it  was  with  David,  2  Sam. 
vS.  1 8.  ••  Who  am  I,  and  what  is  my  father's  houfe,  that  thou  haft 
♦*  brought  me  hitherto  !"     And  I  doubt  not  but  fomc  of  you  have 

Vol-  IVi     '  3  K 
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feoiid  the  likeframe  of  Iicart  upon  you,  that  thefe  holy  men  here 
ezprefied.  Can  you  not  remember  wh^en  God  lifted  you  up  bf 
providence,  hov  you  caft  down  yourfelves  before  him,  and  have 
been  vikr  in  your  own  eyes  than  ever  ?  Why  thus  do  all  gracious 
hearts !  What  am  I,  that  the  Lord  (hould  do  thus  and  thus  for 
me  I  O  that  ever  fo  great  and  holy  a  God  ihould  be  thusconcem- 
ed  ior  fo  vile  aad  finful  a  worm  ! 

2*  Doth  communion  with  God  in  ordinances  melt  the  heart  in- 

•  to  love  to  God?  Canti  ii.  3,  4,  5»     Why,  fo  doth  the  obfcr\'ation 

of  hfs  providences  alfo.     Never  did  any  man  ctmverfe  with  Goii 

,  worts  ^providence  aright,  but  found  his  heart  at  fometimes  mcircd 

into  love  to  the  God  of  his  mercies,  Pfal.  xviii.  i.  compared  widi 

the  title.     When  God  had  delivered  him  from  the  hand  of  Saul, 

and  all  his  enemies,  he  faid,  **  I  will  love  thee,  O  Lord,  ror 

.«  ftrength."     Every  man  Awfj  tbemercies  of  God,  but  a  faint 

loves  the  God  of  his  mercies.     The  mercies  of  God,  as  they  are 

the  fuel  of  a  wicked  man's  lufts,  fo  they  are  fuel  to  maintain  a 

good  man's  iove  to  God  :  not  that  their  love  to  God  is  grounded 

upon  thefe  external  benefits;  not  thine,  but  thee,  O  Lord,  is  the 

motto  of  a  gracious  foul ;  but  yet  thefe  things  ferve  to  blow  up  the 

,  flame  of  love  to  God  in  their  hearts,  and  they  find  it  (b. 

3.  Doth  communion  with  God  fet  the  keeneft  edge  upon  the  foul 
againft  fin  ?  You  fee  it  doth,  and  you  have  a  pregnant  infbnce  of 
it  in  Mofes,  when  he  had  been  with  God  in  the  mount  for  forty 
days,  and  had  there  enjoyed  conmiunion  with  him ;  when  he  came 
down,  and  faw  the  calf  the  people  had  made.  See  what  an  holy 
paroxyfm  of  zeal  and  anger  it  caft  his  foul  into,  Exod.  xxxii.  19, 
20.  why,  the  fame  efieA  you  may  difcem  to  follow  the  faint's  cod- 
verfc  with  God  in  his  providences.  What  was  that  which  pierced 
the  heart  of  David  with  fuch  a  deep .  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  his  fin, 
which  was  fo  abundantly  manifefled  in  Pfalm  li.  throughout? 
Why,  if  you  look  into  the  title,  you  fhall  find  it  was  the  dk&  of 
what  Nathan  had  laid  before  him  :  and  if  you  confult  2  Sam.iii. 
.7,  8,  9,  10.  you  fhall  find  it  was  the  goodnefs  of  God  manifefted 
to  him,  in  the  fevcral  endearing  providences  of  his  life,  which  in 
this  he  had  fo  evilly  requited  the  Lord  for,  that  broke  bis  heart  to 
^pieces  in  the  fenfe  of  it :  And  I  doubt  not  but  fbme  of  us  have 
fometimes  found  the  like  efiedls  by  comparing  God's  ways  and  our 
own  together. 

4.  Doth  communion  with  the  Lord  enlarge  the  heart  for  obe- 
dience and  fcrvice  ?  Surely  it  is  as  oil  to  thq  wheels  that  makes 
them  run  on  freely  and  nimbly  their  courfe.  Thus,  when  Ifaiah 
had  obtained  a  fptrcial  mahifeftation  of  God^  and  the  Lord  afked, 
"  Whom  fhall  I  fend  ?"  He  prcfents  a  ready  foul  for  the  employ- 
..  ment ;  Ifa.  vi.  ?.  «  Here  am  I  Lord,  fend  me."     Why,  the  very 
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fame  cfftSt  follows  faoAifi^. providences,  as  you  may  fee  in  Jejio^ 
(aphat,  2  Chron*  xvii.  5,  6.  and  in  David,  Pfal.  cxvi.  12.  O 
when  a  foul  confiders  what  God  bath  done  for  him,  he  cannot 
chufe  but  faVf  What  (hall  1  return  ?  How  fhall  I  anfwer  thefe  en- 
gagements ? 

And  thus  you  fee  what  fweet  communion  a  foul  may. have  with 
God  in  the  way  of  his  providences.  O  that  you  would  thus  walk 
with  him !  how  much  of  heaven  might  be  found  on  earth  this 
way  !  and  certainly  it  will  never  repent  the  Lord  hei^ath  done  you 
good,  when  his  mercies  produce  luch  eSeQs  upon  your  hearts : 
He  will  fay  of  eveiy  favour  thus  improved,  it  wa$  welL  beftowed, 
and  hc.vili  irjoice  over  you  to  do  you  good  for  ever.  , 

Second  Meeive* 

A  great  part  of  thjs  pleafure  and  delight  of  the  Chrtj^iati  life  is 
made  out  of  tiff  obfervations  of  providence.  It  is  faid,  rfal.  cxi,.  2. 
<<  The  works  of  the  Lord  are  great,  fought  out  of  all  them  thai:* 
"  have  pleafure  therein  :'*  i.  e.  The  ftudy  of  providence  is  fo  fweet 
and  pleafant  that  it  invites  and  allures  the  foul  to  {earch  and  dive 
iato  it.  How  pleafant  is  it  to  a  well-tempered  foul  to  behold  and 
obferve, 

I.  ThfC  fweet  harmony  and  confent  of  Divine  attributes  in  the 
ifTues  of  providence !  They  may  feem  fometimes  to  jar  and  clafh 
to  part  with  each  other,  and  go  contrary  ways;  but  they  only  feem 
fo  to  do,  for  in  the  winding  up,  they  always  meet,  and  egabrace 
each  other.  Pfal.  Ixxxv.  10.  «  Mercy  and  truth  have  met  to- 
<<  gether ;  righteouihefs  and  peace  have  kjfled  each  other.''  It  is 
fpoken  with  an  immediate  reference  to  that  fignal  providence  of 
Ifrael's  deliverance  out  of  the  Babylonifh.  captivity,  and  the  fweet 
eSb&  thereof)  wherein  the  truth  and  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  the 
promifes,  did|  as  it  were,  kifs  and  embrace  the  mercy  and  peace 
that  were  contained  in  the  performance  of  them,  after  they  had 
Teemed  for  feventy  years  to  be  at  a  great  diftance  from  each  other: 
For  it  is  an  allufion  to  the  ufual  demonfirations  of  joy  and  glad- 
nefs,  that  two  dear  friends  are  wont  to  give  and  receive,  after  a 
long  abfence  and  feparation  from  each  other;  they  no  fooner  meet, 
but  they  fmile,  embrace,  and  kifs  each  other :  Even  thus  it  is  here. 
The  word  wjna  may  be  (and  by  fome  b)  rendered,  have  met  us*, 
and  that  aUb  is  true ;  for  whenever  thefe  blefled  promifes  and 
performances  meet,  and  kifs  each  other,  they  are  alfo  joyfully  em- 
braced and  kifled  by  believing  fouls.  There  is,  I  doubt  not,  a 
mediate  reference  of  this  fcripture  to  the  Mefliah  alfo,  and  our  re- 
demption by  him.    In  him  it  is  that  thefe  Divine  attributes,  which 

*  Occurrunt  tfh'u^  Syriac. 
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Mbre  feemed  to  clalh  and  cotitrad!^  cme  another  in  the  bafinels 
of  our  falvation^  have  a  fweet  agreement  and  accompUflxncnt : 
Tmth  and  righteoufncfs  do  in  him  meet  with  mercy  and  peace,  in 
a  blefled  agreement.  What  a  lovely  flght  is  this !  and  how  jrfca- 
fant  to  behold  !  O,  if,  with  Habakkuk,  chap,  ii-  ver.  3.  we  wodd 
but  ftand  upon  our  watch-tower,  to  take  due  obfervations  of  pro- 
vidence, what  rare  profpefts  might  we  have  f  Luther  underftands 
it  of  the  word  of  God,  q.  d.  I  will  look  into  the  word,  andobfcrve 
there  how  God  accompUfheth  all  things,  and  brings  them  to  pafs, 
and  how  his  works  are  the  fulfilling  of  his  word.  Qthcrs  (as  Cal- 
vin) underftand  it  of  man*!;  own  retired  thoughts  and  meditations, 
wherein  a  man  carefully  obfervcs  what  purpofes  and'drfigns  God 
bath  upon  the  world  in  general,  or  upon  himfelf  in  particular,  and 
how  the  truth  and  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  the  word,  work  tfaem- 
fdves  through  all  dimculties  and  impediments,  and  meet  in  the 
liiercy,  peace,  and  happinefs  of  the  faints  at  laft.  Bvcry  believer 
(take  it  in  which  fenfe  you  will)  hath  his  watch^onver^  as  wcH  as 
Habakkuk.  And  give  me  leave  to  fay,  it  is  an  angeKcal  emphj- 
nunt  to  ftand  upon  it,  and  behold  the  confent  of  God*$  attributes, 
the  accomplifhment  of  his  ends,  and  our  own  happinefs  io  the 
works  of  providence.  For  this  is  the  very  joy  of  the  angels  and 
faints  in  heaven,  to  fee  God's  ends  wrought  out,  and  hk  attri- 
butes glorified  in  the  mercy  and  peace  of  the  church,  Rev.  xiv.  i, 
2,  3,  and  8. 

2.  And  as  it  is  a  pleafant  fight  to  fee  the  harmony  of  God's  at- 
tributes, fo  it  is  exceeding  pleafant  to  behold  the  refurreftion  of 
our  own  prayers  and  hopes  as  from  the  dead.  Why,  this  you 
may  often  fee,  if  you  will  duly  obfcrve  the  works  of  God's  provi- 
dence towards  you.  We  hope  and  pray  for  fuch  and  fuch  mercies 
to  the  church,  or  to  ourfelves ;  but  God  delays  the  accoropilfc- 
mcnt  of  our  hopes,  fufpends  the  anfwer  of  our  payers,  and  fcems 
to  fpeak  to  us,  as  Hab.  ii.  3.  «  For  the  vifion  is  yet  for  an  ap- 
*«  pointed  time,  but  at  the  end  it  (hall  fpeak  and  not  lie  :  Though 
"  It  tarry,  wait  for  it,  becaufe  it'  will  furclycome,  it  will  not 
"  tarry."  But  we  have  no  patience  to  wait  the  time  of  the  pro- 
mife,  our  hopes  languifli  and  die  in  the  interim }  and  we  fay  with 
the  defpondcnt  church.  Lam.  lii,  18.  "  Our  hope  is  perifhed  from 
«*  the  Lord  •,"  but,  oh,  how  fwcfet  and  comfortable  is  it  to  fee  thefe 
prayers  fulfilled,  after  we  have  given  up  all  expe^tion  of  them! 
May  we  not  fay  of  them,  as  the  fcripture  fpeaks  of  the  rcftoration 
of  the  Jews,  it  ia^ven  life  from  the  dead.  This  was  David's  cafe> 
Pfal.  xxxii.  22.  He  gave  up  his  hopes  and  prayers  for  loft,  yet 
he  lived  to  fee  the  comfortable  and  uncxpeftcd  returns  of  them. 
And  this  was  the  cafe  of  Job,  chap,  vi.  11.  he  had  given  up  allex- 
pedlatlon  of  better  days,  and  yet  this  man  lived  to  fee  arcfurrcflion 
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of  all  his  loft'coinftirw  with  advaqtage.  Think  how  that  change 
and  unexpected  turti  of  providence  affcftcd  his  fonl.  It  is  wjth 
our  hopes  and  prajrerj  as  with  our  alms,  "  Caft  thy  bread  upon  the 
«  waters,  for  thou  flialt  find  it  after  many  days,"  Eccl.  xi.  i.  Or 
as  It  was  with  Jacob,  who  had  given  over  all  hopes  of  ever  feeing 
his  beloved  Joieph  again  \  but  wben  a  flrange  and  utiexpeded  pro- 
vidence had  reftored  that  bopelefs  mercy  to  him  ^gain,  O  bow  ra* 
vlfliing  and  tranfporting  was  it !  Gen.  xlvi.  1*9,  30. 

3»  What  a  tranfportmg  pleafure  is  it,  to  behold  great  bleffings 
and  advantages  to  us  wrought  by  providence,  out  of  thofe  very 
things  that  feemed  to  threaten  our  Hirn  and  tnifery  ?  And  yet  l^ 
due  obferving  the  ways  of  providence,  you  jnay,  to  your  fingular 
comfort,  find  It  fo.  Little  did  Jofeph  think  his  trnnfportation  in- 
to Egypt  had  been  in  order  to  his  advancement  there  j  yet  he 
lived  with  joy  to  fee  it,  and  with  a  thankful  heart  to  ac;knowledge 
it,  Gen.  xlv.  5.  Wait  and  obferve,  and  you  fliall  affuredly  find 
that  promife,  Rom.  viii.  28.  working  out  its  way  through  all  pro- 
vidences. How  many  times  have  you' been  made  to  iay,  as  David, 
Pfai.  cxix.  71.  "It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflifted."  O 
what  a  difitrcnce  have  wfe  feen  betwixt  our  afilidtipn^  at  bur  ^rft 
meeting  with  them,  and  our  partmg*  from  them  ?  We  have  cn» 
tertained  them  with  fighs  and  tears,  but  parted  from  them  with 
joy,  blefiing  God  for  them,  ai  the  happy  inftruments  of  our  good. 
Thus  otir  fears  and  forrows  are  turned  into*  praifes,  and  ibng^  of 
thankigiving. 

4.  What  unfpeakable  comfort  is  it  for  a  poor  foul,  that  fees  no- 
thing but  fin  and  vilcncfs  in  itfelf,  at  the  fame  time  to  fee  what  an 
high  eftecm  and  value  the  great  God  hath  for  him  '     This  majr  be 
dilcerned  by  a  due  attendance  to  providence,  for  there  a  man  fees 
goodnefs  and  mercy  following  him  through  all  his  days,  as  'it  is, 
Pfal.  xxiii.  6.     Other  men  profecute  good  and  it  flicg  from  them, , 
and  they  can  never  overtake  it  -,  but  goodnefs  and  mercy  follow  \ 
the  people  of  God,  and  they  cannot  avoid  or  efcape  it :  It  gives  1 
them  chafe  day  by  day,  and  finds  them  out,  even  when  they   • 
fometimes  by  fin  put  themfelves  out  of  the  way  of  it.     In  all  the 
providences  that  befal  them,  goodnefs  and  mercy  purfues  them. 
O  with  what  a  melting  heart  do  they  fometimes  refieA  upon  thefe 
things  !     jind  will  not  the  goodtufs  of  God  be  difcottraged from  follow^ 
ing  me,  notwthftandlng  all  my  vile  affronts  and  abufes  of  it  informer 
mercies  F     Lord^  tvhat  am  1  that  mercy  Jbould  thus  purfue  me^  when 
vengeance  and  wrath  purfue  others  as  good  by  nature  as  1  am?    It  cer- 
tainly argues  the  great  efteem  God  hath  of  a  man,  when  he  thus 
follows  him  with  fanAified  providences  (whether  they  be  comforts 
or  crofies)  for  his  good.     And  fo  much  is  plain,  from  Job  vii.  18. 
/*  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  Ihouldft  vifit  him  every  morning, 
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f«  and  try  him  every  moment  r  Ccrtaii^y,  God's  people  arc  hb 
treafure,  and  by  this  it  appears  that  they  are  fo,  that  he  withdraws 
not  his  eye  from  them.  Job  xxxvi.  7.  I  fey  not,  that  God's  favour 
an^  refpeft  tg  a  man,  may  be  concluded  fingly  from  his  provi- 
dences ;  bi^t  fanftified  providences  may  very  much  clear  it  jto  us : 
A^d  whep  it  doth  fo,  it  cannot  but  be  matter  of  exceeding  great 

5*  To  conclude ;  what  is  there  in  all  this  world,  that  can  give 
a  foul  fuch  joy  and  comfort,  as  to  find  himfelf  by  every  thing  fet 
on.  and  furthered  in  his  way  to  heaven  ?  And  yet  this  may  be 
discerned  by  an  heedful  attendance ,  to  the  effefb  and  ifliies  of 
providence. 

How  crofs  foever  the  winds  and  tides  of  providence  at  any  time 
fecm  to  us,  yet  .nothing  is  more  certain,  than  that  they  all  con- 
fpire  to  haflen  fan^tified  fouls  to  God,  and  £t  them  lor  glory. 

St  Paul  knew,  that  both  bis  bonds,  and  the  affliAions  added  to 
them,  fbould  turn  to,  or  (as  the  word  uvofiwrtreu  imports)  finally 
ifTue  in  his  falyation,  Phil.  i.  19.  Not  that  in  themfelves  they 
ferft  to  any  f^ich  purpoft  v  but  as  they  are  over-nilcd  arid  deter- 
mined to  fucb  an  end,  though  prayer^  and  thefupply  of  the  Spirit  of 
Jefus  Chrjft,  When  prayer,  the  external,  and  the  Spirit,  the  in- 
tcnrial  mean  are  joined  with  them,  then  afHi£iions  themfelves  he- 
come  excellent  means  to  promote  falvation.  And  have  wc  not 
with  joy  obferved,  how  thofe  very  things,  that  fenfe  and  reafon 
tell  us  are  oppofite  to  our  happinefs,  have  been  the  mod  blciTed 
indruments  to  promote  it!  How  hath  God  buffed  croffcs  to 
mortify  corruption,  wants  to  kill  our  wantonnefs,  difappointments 
to  wean  us  from  the  world  !  O  we  little  think  how  comfortable 
thofe  things  will  be  in  the  review,  which  are  fo  burdenfome  to  pre- 
fent  fcnfe. 

•  .  Third  Motive. 

In  the  next  place,  I  befeech  you  to  confider,  Jf^hat  an  effeclual 
mean  the  due  ohfervation  of  providence  will  be  to  over^power  andjupprefs 
the  natural  atheifm  that  is  in  your  hearts. 

There  is  a  natural  feed  of  atheifm  in  the  bcfl  hearts,  and  this  is 
very  much  nouriihed  by  paffing  a  rafli  and  falfe  judgment  upon  the 
works  of  providence.  When  wc/ee  wicked  ones  profper  in  the 
world,  and  godly  men  cruihed  and  deflroyed  in  the  way  of  rightc- 
oufnefs  and  integrity ;  it  may  tempt  us  to  think  there  b  no  ad- 
vantage by  religion,  and  all  our  felf<lenial  and  holinefs  to  be  little 
better  than  loft  labour.  Thus  flood  the  cafe  with  good  Afaph, 
Pfalm  Ixxiii.  12,  13.  "Behold,  thefe  are  the  ungodly  that  profper 
**  in  the  v^orld ;  they  increafe  in  rjchcs."  And  what  doth  the 
fleth  infer  from  thence  ?  Why,  no  Icfs  than  the  unprofitablcnefs 
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of  the  ways  of  holinefs ;  <<  verily,  I  hare  deanfed  my  heart  in  vais^ 
"  and  waihed  my  hands  in  innocency/*  This  irreligious  infe- 
rence carnal  reafon  was  ready  to,  draw  from  the  difpenfalions  of 
outward  profperity  to  wicked  men;  but  now,  if  we  would  heed- 
fully  obferve,  either  the  iignal  retributions  of  providence  to  mafty 
of  them  in  this  worlds  or  to  all  of  them  in  the  worU  to  comej  O 
what  a  full  confirmation  is  this  to  our  faith  ?  Pfalm  ix.  16.  <<  The 
«  Lord  is  known  by  the  judgments  that  he  executeth.'*  The  fif- 
ty-eighth Pfalm  contains  the  cbaraAers  of  the  moft  prodigious  fia«- 
ners,  whofe  wickednefs  is  aggravated, 

By  the  deliberation  with  which  it  is  committed,  ven  2. 

By  their  habit  and  cuftom  in  it,  ver.  3. 

By  their  incorrigiblenefs  and  perfiftance  in  it,  ver.  4,  5-   ' 
And  the  providence  of  God  is  there  invited  to  dedroy  their  pow- 
er^ ver.  6.  and  that  either  by  a  gradual  and  fenfible  confump- 

tion  of  them,  ver.  7,  8.  or. 

By  a  fiidden  and  unexpected  ftroke,  ver.  9. 

And  what  fhall  the  effefts  of  fuch  providences  be  to  the  righte- 
ous? Why,  it  fhall  be  matter  of  joy,  ver.  10.  And  great  confir- 
mation to  their  faith  in  God,  ver.  11."  Verily  there  is  a  God  that 
jadgeth  in  the  earth." 

And,  on  the  contrary,  how  convincingly  clear  are  thofe  pro- 
vidences that  demonftrate  the  being,  wifdom,  power,  love,  and 
faithfuinefs  of  God  in  the  fupporting,  prefcrving,  and  delivering  of 
the  righteous  in  all  their  dangers,  fears,  and  difficulties  ?  In  thefe 
things  the  Lord  (hews  himielf  to  his  people,  Pfalm  xciv.  i.  Yea, 
he  (hews  himfelf  to  fpiriftual  eyes  in  his  providences  as  clearly  as 
the  iiin  manifefts  himfelf  by  his  own  beams  of  light,  Hab.  iii.  3, 4. 
"  His  brightnefs  was  as  the  light,  and  he  had  horns  coming  out  of 
«f  his  hands,  and  there  was  the  hiding  of  his  power."  It  is  fpo- 
ken  of  the  Lord's  going  forth  for  his  people  in  their  deliverance 
firom  their  enemies :  And  then  he  had  horns,  or  rays,  and  beams  of 
power  and  mercy  coming  out  of  his  hands.  By  his  hands  arc 
meant  his  providential  adminiftrations  and  difpenfations,  and  the 
horns  that  came  out  of  them  are  nothing  elfe  but  the  glorious  dif- 
play  of  his  attributes  in  thofe  providences.  How  did  God  make 
hixnfeif  known  to  his  people  in  that  fignal  deliverance  of  them  out 
of  Egypt  i  See  Exod.  vi.  3.  then  he  was  known  to  them  by  his 
name  Jehovah,  in  giving  being  by  his  providences  to  the  mercies 
promifed. 

Thus  when  Clriji  (hall  give  his  people  the  laft  and  greateft  de- 
liverance from  Antkhrifty  he  (hall  £hew  himfelf  to  his  people  in  a 
vefture  dipt  in  blood,  and  his  name  (hall  be  called,  "  The  word  of 
"  God,"  Rev.  xix.  13.  His  name  was  the  word  of  God  before; 
but  then  he  was  the  word  revealing  and  difcovering  the  promifes 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


444  Divine  Co^kluB ;  or^ 

and  trudis  of  God;  now  accompltfiting  and  fblfiUing  them. 
ThsX  his  name  b  near,  his  wondorful  works  declare,  Ffalm 
Ixxv.    X. 

But  more  particularlf  ,let  us  bring  it  home  to  our  own  experience* 
It  ma7  be,  wc^find  ourfelves  fometimcs  afiaidted  with  atheifiical 
thoughts  :  We  are  tempted  to  think  God  has  Icfi:  aH  things  below 
to  the  courfe  and  fway  of  niture  }  that  our  prayers  reach  him  not, 
88  it  is  Lam.  iii.  44.  that  he  regairds  not  what  evik  faefai  vs.  Bat 
tell  me,  iaintSi  have  you  not  enough  at  hand  to  fiop  the  moothsof 
all  fuch  temptations  ?  O  do  but  refleA  upon  your  dwn  ezperieaces» 
and  folenmly  aik  your  own  hearts, 

I.  Have  you  never  ieen  the  ali^fuffictent  God  in  the  provifions 
he  hath  made  for  you  and  yours  throughoot  all  the  way  that  you 
have  gone  ?  Who  was  it  that  f^pplied  to  you  whatever  was  needfiil 
in  ail  your  ftriuts  ?  Was  it  not  the  Lord  ?  ^  Jt  is  he  that  hath  given 
««  bread  to  them  that  fear  him,  and  hath  been  ever  mindful  oiF  his 
"  covenant,"  Pfal.  cxi.  $•  O  do  but  confidcr  the  conftancy,fca- 
fonabfeneis,  and  at  -fomettmes  the  eitraordinarinefs  of  thefe  pro- 
vifions, and  how  they  have  been  given  in  upon  prayer,  and  fknt 
your  eyes  if  you  can,  againft  the  convincing  evidence  of  that  great 
truth,  Job  xxxvi.  7.  "  He  withdraweth  not  his  eye  bom  the 
«  righteous. 

(2^)  Have  you  not  plainly  difcemcd  the  care  of  God  in  your 
prefervations  frofn  fb  many  and  great  dangers  as  you  have  eicaped 
and  been  carried  through  hkherto  ?  How  is  it  that  you  have  over- 
lived £0  many  mortal  dangers,  ficknefies,  accidents,  defigns  of  ene- 
mies to  ruin  you  ?  It  is,  I  prefume,  beyond  quefiion  with  you,  that 
the  very  finger  of  God  hath  been  in  theie  things,  and  that  it  is  by 
his  care  alone  you  have  been  prcfcrved.  When  God  had  fo  fig- 
nally  deCvered  David  from  a  dangerous  difeafe,  and  the  plots  of 
enemies  again(l  him,  <<  By  this  (faith  he)  I  know  thou  £ivoiueft  me, 
«  becaufe  mine  enemy  doth  not  triumph  over  me,"  Pfalm  xK.ii- 
he  gathered  from  thofe  gracious  prote^ons  the  care  God  had  oVcV 
him. 

(3.)  Have  you  not  plainly  difccrncd  the  hand  of  God  in  there- 
turns  and  accompliihments  of  your  prayers  i  Nothing  can  be  mott 
evident  than  this  to  men  of  obfcrvation,  Pfalm  xxxiv.  4,  5,  6.  "  I 
<<  fought  the  Lord,  and  he  heard  me,  and  delivered  me  from  all 
"  my  fears.  They  looked  unto  him  and  were  lightened,  and  their 
*«  faces  were  not  alhamed.  This  poor  man  cried,  and  the  I^>rd 
«<  heard  him,  and  favcd  him  out  of  all  hb  troubles."  Parallel  to 
this,  runs  the  experience  of  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  of  Chrif- 
tians  this  day  5  they  know  they  have  the  petitions  they  afked  of 
him*  The  mercy  carries  the  very  imprefs  and  fVamp  of  the  duty 
upon  it.    So  that  we  can  fay,  This  is  the  mercyi  the  very  mercy  I 
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have  To  often  (ought  God  about.     O  how  fatisfylng  and  convinciDg 
are  thefc  things. 

(4.)  Have  you  not  evidently  difcemed  the  Lord's  hand  in  the 
guiding  and  direiling  of  your  paths  to  your  unforefeen  advantage  ? 
Things  that  you  never  projeftcd  for  yourfelvcs,  have  been  brought 
abtjut  beyond  all  your  thoughts.  Many  fuch  things  are  with  God; 
and  which  of  all  the  faints  hath  not  found  that  wordj  Jer.  x.  ^3* 
verified  by  clc;ar  and  undeniable  experience  ?  «« The  way  of  njaa 
"  is  not  in  himfelf."  I  prefumc,  if  you  will  but  look  over  the 
mercies  you  poflefs  this  day,  you  will  find  three  to  one,  it  may  be 
ten  to  one,  thus  wrought  by  the  Lord  for  you*  And  how  fatis- 
fying  beyond  all  arguments  in  the  world  arc  thefc  experiences^  . 
That  there  is  a  God  to  whom  his  people  are  exceeding  dear,  a 
God  that  pfrformeth  all  things  for  them! 

(5.)  Is  it  not  fully  conviflive,  that  there  is  a  God  who  t^ke^ 
care  of  you,  in  as  much  as  you  have  found  in  all  the  temptations 
and  difficulties  of  your  lives  his  promifes  ftiU  fulfiltcd«  and  faith- 
fully performed  in  all  thofe  conditions  ?  I  appeal  to  yourfelvesi 
if  you  have  not  feen  that  promife  made  good,  Pfal.  xci.  15.  "I 
"  will  be  with  him  in  trouble  j**  and  that,  i  Cor.  x.  13.  "  God 
"  is  faithful,  who  will  not  fuSer  you  to  be  tempted  above  what 
*<  you  are  able  \  but  will  with  the  temptation  alfo  make  a  way  to 
«  cfirape,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  bear  it.**  Have  not  thefc  been 
as  clearly  made  out  by  providence  before  your  eyes,  as  the  fun  at 
noon-day  ?  What  room  then  13  left  for  atheiftical  fuggcftions  in 
your  breads  ? 

Fourth  Motive. 

The  recording  and  recognizing  of  the  performances  of  providence^ 
'Will  be  a  ftngular  fupport  to  faith  in  future  exigencies'*.  This  excel- 
lent ufc  of  it  lies  full  in  the  very  eye  of  the  text.  There  never 
befcl  David  in  all  his  troubles,  a  greater  ftrait  and  diftrefs  than 
this ;  and  doubtlefs  his  faith  had  daggered,  had  not  the  conCder- 
ations  of  former  providences  come  in  to  its  relief.  From  this  topic 
faith  argues,  and  that  very  ftrongly  and  conclulively.  So  did  Da- 
vid's faith  in  many  exigencies.  When  he  was  to  encounter  the 
champion  of  the  Philiftines,  it  was  from  former  providences  that  he 
encouraged  himfelf,  i  Sam.  xvii.  37.  And  the  apoftle  Paul  im- 
proves his  experiences  to  the  fame  purpofe,  2  Cor.  i.  9,  10.  Inr 
deed  the  whole  fcripture  is  full  of  it.     What  Chriftian  underftands 

Vol.  IV.  3L 

*  We  AoQld  ponder  daigently  thi0«^  thiMt  arcjpaA  at  ^eU  m  prciiept,  tiut  we 
may  be  prepared  and  reaudy  for  futoxe  tria]|.  faith  ufc*  to  argue  from  the  pail  ta 
the  pre^nt ;  and  from  both,  to  the  future.     Aljlei. 
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not  the  exceeding  ufofulnefs  of  thofe  experiences  he  hath  had  to 
relieve  and  enliven  ?  But  I  fhall  not  fatisfy  myfelf  with  the  com- 
mon affertion,  than  which  nothing  is  more  trite  in  the  lips  of  pro 
feflbrs  ;  but  will  labour  to  (hew  you,  wherein  the  greiit  ufefiilnefs 
of  our  recorded  experiences,  for  encouraging  faith  labouring  ander 
difficulties^  cbnfifts.  To  this  purpofe,  I  (hall  defire  the  reader  to 
ponder  ferioufly  theft  following  particulars. 

1.  How  much  advantage  thofe  things  have  upon  cor  fouls, 
which  we  have  already  felt  and  tafted,  beyond  thofe  which  wc 
never  relilhcd  by  any  former  experience  ?  What  is  experience^ 
buf  the  bringing  down  of  the  bbjcih  of  faith  to  the  dijudication 
and  teft  of  fpiritual  ienfe  ?  Now,  when  any  thing  hath  been  once 
rafted,  felt,  and  judged  by  former  experience,  it  is  much  more 
eafily  believed  and  received  when  it  occurs  again.  It  is  much 
eaCer  for  faith  to  travel  in  a  path  that  is  well  known  to  it,  having 
formerly  trode  it,  than  to  beat  Out  a  new  one  which  it  never  trode, 
norcanleedne  ftep  before  it.  Hence  it  is,  though  there  be  a  difficulty 
in  all  tife  a£ls  of  fiuth,  yet  fcarce  in  any  like  the  firft  adventure  it 
makes  upon  Chrift  ;  and  the  reafon  lies  here,  becaufe  in  i^tfi^ 
fequeni  a^  it  hath  all  its  former  experiences  to  aid  and  encourage 
it ;  but  in  ih^jirjl  adventure  it  hath  none  at  all  of  its  own,  it  takes 
a  path'which  it  never  knew  before. . 

To  tfuft  God  without  any  trial  or  experience,  is  z  more  nobk 
aft  of  faith  j  but  to  traft  him  after  we  have  often  tried  lum,  is 
known  to  be  more  eafy.  O  it  is  no  fmatt  advantage  to  a  fouli  in 
a  new  plunge  of  di(h-efs,  to  be  able  to  fay.  This  is  not  the  6rii 
time  I  have  been  in  thefe  deeps,  and  yet  emerged  out  of  them. 
Hence  it  was  that  Chriijb  (fti^red  up  his  dilciples*  memories  with 
what  providence  Kad  formerly  wrought  for  them  in  a  day  of  ftraits, 
Mat.  xvi.  8,  9,  ID,  II.  "  O  ye  of  little  faith,  why  reafon  yf 
**  among  yourfelves,  becaufe  ye  have  brought  no  bread;  Do  ye 
««  not  yet  underftand,  neither  remember  ?"  q.  d.  Were  ye  never 
under  any  ftrait  for  bread  before  now  ?  Is  this  the  firft  difficulty 
that  ever  your  faith  combated  with  i  No ;  you  have  feh  ftraits, 
-and  experienced  the  power  and  care  of  God  In  fupplying  them, 
before  now;  and  therefore  I  cannot  but  call  you  men  of  iktie  faith; 
for  a  very  ordinary  and  ftnall  meafure  of  faith,  aiEfted  with  fo 
n^uch  experience  as  you  have  had,  would  enable  you  to  tmft  God. 
There  is  as  much  difference  betwixt  believing  before,  and  after  ex- 
perience, as  there  is  betwixt  fwimming  with  bladders,  and  our 
firft  venture  into  the  deep  waters  without  them. 
-  What  a  (ingular  encouragement  to  faith  do  former  experiences 
yield  it,  by  anfwering  all  the  pleas  and  obfeftions  of  unbelkf  drawn 
from  the  objeft  of  faith  ?*'  Now  there  be  two  things  that  unbelirf 
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»  ■  * 

fhnnbles  at  in  God  :  one  is  his  power^^the^othejr  Jiis  wiUingnefs  to 

(i.)  Unl;>elief  ob^efts  the  irapofEbility  of  relief  in  deep  ^ftreffes, 
Pfal.  IxxviiL  19.  "  Can  God  fumifli/a  table  ini  the  wi^dernefs  ? 
<<  Can  be  give  bread  alfo  ?  Cao  he  provide  flefh  for  his  people  ?" 

0  vile  and  unworthy  thoughts  of  God  f  proceeding  from  our  mea- 
furiug  the  ifsnaienfe  and  boundlcfs  powpr  of  God,  by  our'dwn  line 
andmeafure:  becaiife  we  fee  not  which  way  relief .  ihoiild  coms^ 
we  conclude,  none  is  to  be  expeded.  But  all  thefe  reafonings  of 
unbelief  are  vanquiifaed  by  a  ferious  refledlion  upon  our  own  ex-» 
periences:  God  hatl>  helped,  therefore  he  can,  Ifa.  Ii3(.  i.  <«Hi$ 
<<  hand  is  not  fliortened  -^  i«  e,  he  hadi  as  much  power, and  abilir 
ty  as'  formerly. 

(2.)  Unbelief  objcfls  againft  the  will  of  God,  and  queftions, 
whether  he  will  npw  be  gracious,  though  he  hath  formerly  been 
fo.  But  after  fo  many  experiences  of  his  readinei^  to  help,  what 
room  for  doubting  remains  ?  Thus  Paul  reafoned  from  the  ex- 
perience of  what  he  had  done,  to  what  he  could  do,  2  Cor.  i  10. 
and  fo  did  David,  i  Sam.  xvii.  36.  Indeed,  if  a  man  b^d  n^ver 
experienced  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  him,  it  were  not  fo  heinous  a 
fin  to  queftion  lus  willingneis  to  do  him  good  ?  But  what  place  is 
left  after  fuch  frequent  trials  ? 

2.  It  gives  great  encouragement  to  faith,  as  it  anfwers  the  ob- 
je£hons  of  unbelief  drawn  from  the  fubje^t.  Now  thefe  6bje6tion8 
are  of  two  forts  alfo. 

(i.)  Such  as  are  drawn*  from  our  great  unworthinefs.  How 
(fakh  unbelief)  can  fo  finful  and  vile  a  creature  expcA  that  evtx 
God  (hould  do  this  or  that  for  me  ?  It  is  true,  we  ^nd  he  did 
great  things  for  Abraham,  Ifaac,  Jacob,  Mofes,  &c.  but  tbefd 
were  men  of  eminent  holinefs,  men  that  obeyed  God,  ^nd  denied 
themfelves  for  him,  and  lived  more  in  a  day  to  his  glory,  than  ever 

1  did  all  my  days. 

Well,  but  what  fignifies  all  this  to  a  foul,  that,  under  all  its 
fenfible  vilenefs  and  unworthinefs,  hath  tailed  the  goodne(s  of 
God  as  well  as  they?  As  unworthy  as  I  am,  God  hath  been  !good 
tome  notwithftandingi  his  mercy  appeared  firft  to  me,  when  I 
was  worie  than  I  am  now,  both  in  condition  and*  difpofition  ;  and 
therefore"!  will  ilill  expert  the  continuance  of  his  goodnefs  to  me, 
though  I  dcferve  it  not.  <«  If  when  we  were  enemies  we  were  re- 
*^  conciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son^how  much  more,  being 
«'  reconciled,  (hall  we  be  faved  by  his  life  ?"  Rom  v.  10. 

(2  }  Such  as  are  drawn  from  the  extremity  of  our  prefent  con- 
dition. If  troubles  or  dangers  grow  to  an  height,  and  we  fee  no- 
thing but  ruin  and  ;nifery,  in  the  eye  of  reafon,  before  us  \  now 
unbelief  becomes  importunate  and  troublefome  to  the  foul :  now. 
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wlicrc  «*thy  prtytrs,  thy  hop^,  yea,  where  is  now  thy  God  ? 

But  aU  this  is  cafiiy  put  by  and  avoided,  by  confulting  oar  ex- 
periences m  former  cafes.  This  is  not  the  firft'titne  I  have  been 
in  thefe  feraits,  nor  the  firft  time  1  have  had  the  fame  doiilits  ahd 
dcfpondincies  ;  and  yet,  God  hath  carried  me  through  all,  PfaL 
Ixxvii.  7,  8,  9,  &c.  This  is  it  that  fuffers  not  a  Chriftian  to  unravel 
all  his  hopes  jn  an  hour  of  temptation.  O  how  ufcfiil  arc  thefc 
things  to  the  people  of  God  ? 

.    Fifth  Motive. 

The  recognition  cfktmer  prtmdentet  tDtU  minifitr  to  ^ur  fouls  con- 
tinual matter  of  pratfe  and  thanifgivingj  ivlrich  is  the  very  employment 
pfthe  angels  in  heaven^  and  the fweeteft  part  of  our  lives  on  eartf}. 

Sec  Pfal.  Ixi.  7,  8.  If  God  will  prepare  mercy  and  truth  for 
David,  he  will  prepare  praifes  for  his  God,  and  that  daily.  So 
Pfal.  kxi.  6.  •«  By  thee  have  I  been  holden  up  from  the  t?^omb, 
«  thou  art  he  that  took  me  out  of  my  mother's  bowels-,  (there, 
«^  mercies  from  the  beginning  are  recognized.)  My  praife  (hall  be 
<«  continually  of  thee  f  (there,  the  natural  refuh  of  thofe  recog- 
nitions is  exprcffcd.) 

There  be  five  things  belonging  to  the  prmfe  of  God,  and  all  of 
them  have  relation  to  his  providences  exercifed  about  us. 

I.  A  careful  dbfervation  of  the  mercies  we  receive  from  him, 
Ifa.  xli   17,  18,  19,  20.     This  is  fundamental  to  all  prajfe:  God 
cannot  be  glorified  for  the  mercies  we  never  noted. 
•    2.  A  faithful  remembrance  of  the  favours  received,  Pfal.  cHi,  2. 
<*  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits.** 

Hence  the  Lord  brands  the  ingratitude  of  his  people,  PfaL  cvi. 
13.  *«  They  foon  forgat  his  works.* 

3.  A  due  appreciation  and  valuation  of  every  providence  that 
idoth  us  good,  I  Sam.  xii.  24.  That  providence  that  fed  them  in 
the  wildernefi  with  manna,  was  the  moft  remarkable  providence 

.  to  them  5  but  they  hot  valuing  it  at  its  worth,  God  had  not  that 
praife  for  it  which  he  expelled,  Numb.  xi.  6* 

4.  The  excitatioTi  of  all  the  faculties  and  powers  of  the  foul  in 
the  ackno«(^ledgment  of  thefe  mercies  to  us.     Thus  David,  Pfal 
ciii.  I.  **  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  toy  foul,  and  all  that  b  within  me  blefs 
«*  his  holy  tiame.**    ST)al-praife  is  the  very  foul  of  praife :  this  is 
the  very  fat  attd  marrow  of  that  thank-o£Fering. 

5.  A  fuitable  retribution  for  the  mercies  received.  This  David 
was  careful  about,  Pfal.  c^cvi.  i.  And  the  Lord  taxes  good  Hcze- 
kiah  for  the  negleA  of  it,  2  Chron.  xxxii.  24,  25.  This  coniifts 
in  a  foil  and  hearty  fellgnation  of  alt  to  him,  that  we  have  re- 
ceived  by  provideuce  frotii  him,  and  in  our  willingneis  aQudiBy  to 
part  wkh  all  for  him  when  he  (hall  remand  it. 
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Thus  ^u  fee  how  all  the  ingredients  to'praife»  have  refpeft  to 
providence  But  more  particularly  I  will  Ihew  youj  that  as  all  the 
ingredients  of  praife  have  refpeA  to  providence^  io  all  the  motives 
and  arguments  obliging  and  engaging  fouls  to  praife  are  found 
therdn  alio.  To.  this  end  confider  how  the  mercy  and  goodnefi 
of  God  is  exhibited  by  providence  to  excite  our  thankfulneis« 

t.  That  the  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  God  is  let  out  upon  his  peo- 
ple in  his  providences  about  them ;  and  this  is  the  very  root  oi 
praife.  It  is  not  fo  much  the  pofieifion  that  providence  gives  us  of 
fuch  or  fuch  comforts  as  the  goodnefs  and  kindnefs  of  God  in  the 
diipenfing  of  them,  that  engages  a  gracious  foul  to  praifei  P&L 
Ixiii.  3.  <<  Becaufe  thy  loving-kindne^  is  better  than  life»  my  Upt 
^  (hall  praife  thee/'  To  give,  maintain,  and  preferve  our  life  are 
choice  a<Sts  of  ()rovidence  :  but  to  do  all  this  in  a  way  of  grace  and 
loving-kiodnefs,  this  is  ixc  better  than  the  gifts  themfelves  \  life  is 
but  the  ibadow  of  death  without  it :  this  is  the  mercy  that  crowns 
all  other  mercies,  Pfal.  ciii.4.  It  is  this  a  fandi£ed  foul  defires 
God  would  msmiieft  in  every  providence  about  him,  Pfal.  xvii,  7. 
and  what  is  our  praiiing  of  Gocl  clfe  but  our  ihewing  forth  that 
loving»kindne{s  which  he  Iheweth  forth  in  his  providences  ?  Pfad. 
xdi.  J,  2. 

2.  As  the  loving-kindnefs  of  God  manifefted  in  providences  is  a 
motive  to  praife  ;  fo  the  free  and  undeferved  favours  of  God,  di& 
penfed  by  the  hand  of  providence,  oblige  the  foul  to  praife.  This' 
was  the  confideration  thjit  melted  David's  heart  into  a  thankful 
praiiing  frame,  even  the  confideration  of  the  free  and  undeferved 
favours  caft  in  upon  him  by  providence,  2  Sam.  vii*  18.  <*  What 
<'  am  I  ?  O  Lord  God :  And  what  b  my  father's  houfe,  that  thou 
"  ha(l  brought  me  hitherto  ?''  i.  e.  railed  me  by  providence  from 
a  mean  condition  to  all  this  dignity ;  <<  From  following  the  ewes  to 
*<  feed  Jacob  his  people,"  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  70,  71.  O  this  it  is  that 
engages  thankfulnefs !  Gen.  xxxii.  10. 

3.  As  the  freenefs  of  mercies,  difpenfed  by  providence,  engageth 
praife ',  fo  the  multitudes  of  mercies  heaped  this  way  upon  us 
Ihongly  oblige  the  foul  to  thankfulnefs.  Thus  David  comes  be- 
fore  the  Lord  etcompailed  with  a  multitude  of  mercies  to  praife 
hica,  Pfal.  V.  7.  We  have  our  loads  of  mercies,  and  that  every 
day,  Pfal.  Ixvii.  19.  O  what  a  rich  heap  will  the  mercies  of  one 
day  make,  being  laid  together  ! 

4.  As  the  multitudes  of  mercies  difpenfed  by  providence  oblige 
to  praife  (  fo  the  tenderneis  of  God's  mercy  manifel^ed  in  his 
providence,  leaves  the  foul  under  a  ftrong  obligation  to  thankful- 
jiefk.  We  fee  what  tender  refentments  the  Lord  hath  of  all  our 
waiAsi  flraits,  and  burdens,  Pfal.  ciii.  13.  "  Like  as  a  father  pi- 
<<  tieth  his  children,  fb  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear  Jiim."    He 
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TS  fiill  of  bowels,  as  that  word  woXwrXao^rof  in  James  v.  f  i.  figni- 
fics.  Tea,  there  are  not  only  bowels  of  coaipailion  in  our  God, 
but  the  tcndcrnefs  of  bowels  like  thofe  of  a  mother  to  her  fucking 
diild,  Ifa.  xlix.  15.  He  feeU  all  our  pains. as  if  the  apple  of  his 
ejt  were  touched,  Zech.  ii.  8.  and  all  this  is  difcovered  to  his  peo- 
ple in  thp  way  of  his  providences  with  them,  Pfal.  cxi.  i,  2,  3}  4> 
O  who  of  all  the  children  of  God  liath  not  often  found  this  in  his 
providences  ?  And  who  can  fee  it,  and  not  be  filled  with  thankfal- 
Hefs  ?  All  thefe  arc  fo  many  bands  clapt  by  providence  upon  the 
jfoul  to  oblige  it  to  9  life  of  praiie.  Hence  it  is  that  the  prayers  of 
ihe  faints  arc  fo  full  of  thankfgivings  upon  thefe  accounts:  it  is 
£weet  to  recount  them  to  the  Lord  in  prayer ;  to  lie  at  his  feet  in 
an  holy  aftaniflimeut.  at  his  gracious  condefceadons  to  poor 
worms* 

Sixth  Mother 

'  The  due  ohfervation  of  providence  will  endear  Jefus  Chrift  every  iaj 
nure  and  more  tp  yottr  fouls,  Chrift'  is  the  channel  of  grace  and 
mercy  ;  through  him  are  all  the  decurfus  et  rtcurjus  gratiarmn^  all 
the  ftrcams  of  mercy  that  flow  from  God  fo  us,  and  all  the  re- 
turns of  praife  from  us  to  God,  i  Cor.  iii.  21,  22.  All  things  are 
^ors  upon  no  other  title  but  our  being  his. 

Now  there  be  fix  things  in  providence  that  are  exceedingly  en- 
dearing of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  to  his  people  :  And  thefe  arc  the 
moft  fweet  and  delicious  parts  of  all  our  enjoyments. 

I.  The  purchafe  of  all  thofe  mercies  which  providence  conveys 
to  us,  U  by  his  own  blood  :  for  not  only  fpiritual  and  eternal  mer- 
cies, but  even  all  otfr  temporal  ones,  are  the  acquiiition  of  his  blood*. 
Look,  as  fin  forfeited  all,  fo  Chrift  reftored  all  thefe  mercies  to  us 
again  by  his  death.  Sin  had  fo  Ihut  up  the  womb  of  mercy,  that 
had  not  Chrift  made  an  atonement  by  his  death,  it  could  never  have 
brought  forth  one  mercy  to  all  eternity  for  us.  It  is  nvith  him  that 
G^  freely  gives  us  all  things^  Rom.  viii.  32.  **  Heaven  itfelf,  awl 
"  all  things  needful  to  bfing  us  thither,  among  which  is  prmcipal- 
^'  ly  included  the  tutelage  and  aid  of  Divine  Providcncef  i*  fo 
that  whatever  good  we  receive  from  the  hand  of  providence,  we 
muft  put  It  upon  the  fcore  of  Chrift's  blood ;  and  when  we  re- 
ceive it,  we  muft  fay,  it  is  the  price  of  bk>od :  it  is  a  mercy  rifing 
up  out  of  the  death  of  Chrift  :  it  coft  him  dear,  though  it  come  to 
me  freely  \  it  is  fweet  in  the  poffeffony  but  coftly  in  the  acquiftion : 
now  this  is  a  moft  endearing  confideration  :  did  Chrift  die  that 
thefe  mercies  might  live  ?  Did  he  pay  his  invaluable  blood  to  pur- 

^  That  ie,  their  covenant  title  wnto  them,  and  the  fantflified  ufe  of  them.  B^tv* 
-^  Poll  Synoplls  in  loc 
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chafe  thcfe  comforts  that  I  poflefs  ?  O  what  tranfcendent,  match- 
left  love  was  the  love  of  Chrift !  You  have  known  parents  that 
have  laid  out  all  their  ftock  of  money  to  purchafe  cftates  for  their 
children ;  but  when  did  you  hear  of  any  that  fpent  the  whole  ftock 
and  treafure  of  their  blood  to  make  a  purchafe  for  them  ?  If  the 
life  of  Chrift  had  not  been  fo  affli6b've  and  fad  to  him^^^ours  could 
net  have  been  fo  fwcet  and  comfortable  to  us  :  it  is  through  his 
poverty  we  are  enriched,  2  Cor.  viii.  y.  Thefe  fweet  mercies  that 
are  bom  of  providence  every  day  are  the  fruits  of  the  travail  of  bis 
fouL 

2.  The  fanftificatlon  of  all  is  by  our  union  with  drift  :  it  is  by 
virtue  of  our  union  with  his  perfon,  that  we  enjoy  the  faniUfied 
gifts  and  bleflings  of  providence.  All  thefe  are  mercies  additional 
to  that  great  mercy,  CHRIST,  Matth.  vi.  33.  They  are  given 
with  him,  as  in  Rom.  viii.  32.  This  is  the  tenure  by  which  we 
hold  them,  i  Cor.  iii.  21,  22,  23.  Look,  what  we  loft  in  Adam» 
is  reftored  again  with  advantage  in  Chrift :  immediately  upon  the 
fall,  that  curfe,  Gen.  iii.  1 7.  feized  upon  all  the  miferable  pofterity 
of  Adam,  and  upon  all  their  comforts,  outward  as  well  as  inward  ; 
and  this  ftill  lies  heavy  upon  them  :  all  that  providence  doth  for 
them  that  are  chriftlefe,  is  but  to  feed  fo  many  poor  condemned 
wretches,  till  the  fentence  they  are  under  be  executed  upon  them : 
it  is  indeed  bountiful  and  open-handed  to  many  of  them,  and  fills 
them  with  earthly  comforts  3  but  not  one  fpecial  fan6tified  mercy 
is  to  be  found  among  all  their  enjoyments :  thefe  gifts  of  provi- 
dence do  but  deceive,  defile,  and  deftroy  them  through  their  own 
corruptions,  and  for  want  of  union  with  Chrift,  Prov.  i.  32.  *'Thc 
«  profpcrity  of  fools  fhall  deftroy  them.** ' 

But  when  a  man  is  once  in  Chrift,  then  all  providences  arc  fanc- 
tified  and  fweet.  Tit.  i.  15.  "  Uuto  the  pure  all  things  are  pure. 
««  A  little  that  a  righteous  man  hath  is  better  than  the  treafures  of 
«*  many  wicked."  Pfal.  xxxvii.  16.  Now  Chrift  becomes  an  head 
of  injluence  as  well  as  of  domimon ,-  and  in  all  things  he  confults  the 
good  of  his  own  members,  Eph.  i.  22. 

3.  The  difpenfation  of  all  our  comforts  and  mercies  is  by  his  di- 
rection and  appointment.  It  is  true  the  angels  are  employed  in  the 
kingdom  of  providence,  they  move  the  wheels,  i.  c.  are  inftrumen- 
tal  in  all  the  revolutions  of  this  lower  world  ;  but  ftill  they  receive 
dire^ons  and  orders  from  Clirift,  as  you  may  fee  in  that  admirable 
(cheme  of  providence,  Ezek.  i.  25,  26,  &c.  Now  %vhat  an  endear- 
ing meditation  is  this  !  Whatever  creature  be  inftrumental  for 
any  good  to  you,  it  is  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  that  gave  the  orders 
and  commands  to  that  creature  to  do  it  5  and  without  it  they  could 
have  done  nothing  for  you :  it  is  your  Head  in  heaven  that  con- 
fults your  peace  and  comfort  on  earth*     Thefe  be  the  fruits  of  his 
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care  for  you.  So  in  the  preventions  an  J  rcftralnts  of  evil ;  it  Is  \\c 
that  bridles  in  the  wrath  of  devils  and  men,  he  holds  the  reins  in 
his  own  hands,  Rev  ii.  lo.  It  was  the  care  of  Chrift  over  his  pDor 
.Ihecp  at  Damafcus  that  flopt  the  ragin j  adverCiry  who  was  upoa 
the  way  defigning  to  dcftroy  them,  AiSls  ix. 

4.  The  continuation  of  all  yoiir  mercies  and  comforts,  outwjrJ 
as  well  as  inward,  is  the  fruit  of  his  interceflion  in  heaven  for  you. 
For  look,  as  the  offering  up  of  the  Lamb  of  God  a  facrificc  for  fm, 
opened  the  door  of  mercy  at  firii ;  fo  his  appearing  before  God  as 
a  lamb  that  had  been  flain,  ftill  keeps  that  door  of  mercy  open,Rev. 
V.  6.  Hcb.  ix.  24.  By  this  his  interceffion,  our  peace  and  com- 
forts are  prolonged  to  us,  Zech.  i.  12,  13.  Every  lin  we  commit 
would  put  an  end  to  the  mercies  we  poflefs,  were  it  not  for  that  cau- 
tion which  is  put  in  for  us  by.  it,  i  John  ii,  1,2;  "  If  any  man 
«  fin,  wc  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jefus  ChxA  the 
««  righteous ;  and  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  tins,**  &c.  This 
flops  all  pleas,  and  procures  new  pardons  for  new  fins.  Hence  it  is 
he  faves  to  the  utiermofi^  to  the  laft  completing  aft,  Hcb.  vii.  25. 
New  fins  do  not  irritate  our  former  pardons,  nor  cut  off  our  privi- 
kges  fettled  upon  us  in  Chrift. 

5.  The  returns  and  anfwers  of  all  your  prayers  and  cries  to  hea- 
ven for  the  removing  of  your  affliftions,  or  fupply  of  yourwants,  arc 
all  procured  and  obtained  for  you  by  Jefus  Chrift.  He  is  the 
mafter  of  your  requefts ;  and  were  it  not  that  God  had  refpeft  to 
him,  he  would  never  regard  your  cries  to  him,  nor  return  an  an- 
fwcr  of  peace  to  you,  how  great  foevcr  your  diftrcffcs  fliould  be, 
Rev.  viii,  3,4.  it  is  his  name  that  gives  your  prayers  their  accep- 
tance, John  XV.  16.  Becaufe  the  Father  can  deny  him  ijothiog, 
therefore  your  prayers  are  not  denied.  Doth  God  condefcend  to 
hear  you  in  the  day  of  trouble  ?  Doth  he  convince  you  by  your 
own  experience,  that  your  prayers  havc/Mi;^r  wiVZ>  G«/,  anddoprt* 
voti  T  O  fee  how  much  you  owe  to  your  dear  Iiord  Jefus  Cfarifiii 
for  this  high  and  glorious  privilege  ! 

6.  The  covenant  of  grace,  in  which  all  your  comfortable  enjoy- 
ments are  comprized,  and  by  which  they  are  fecured,  fan^ti6ed, 
and  fweetened  to  you,  is  made  in  Ghrift,  and  ratified  by  him  be- 
twixt God  and  you.  Your  mercies  are  all  comprized  in  this  cove- 
nant, even  your  daily  bread,  Pfal.  cxi.  5.  as  well  as  your  juftifica- 
tiop,  apd  other  fpiritual  mercies. 

It  is  your  covenant  intercft  that  fecures  to  you  whatever  it 
comprizes,  Ifa.  Iv.  3.  Hence  they  are  called  the  furc  mercies  of 
Pavid. 

Nay,  this  Is  it  that  fanflifies  them,  and  gives  them  the  nature 
of  fpecial  and  peculiar  mercies.  One  fuch  mercy  is  worth  a  thou- 
fand  common  mercies.     And  being  fanOified  and  fpecial  mercies, 
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tbejr  muft  needs  be  exceeding  fweet  befond  all  other  noeides.  On 
thefe  accounts  it  was,  that  David  fo  rejoiced  in  his  covenant- 
intereily  though  laden  with  many  affli^ons,  2  Sam.  xxnL  5.  ' 

But  now  all  this  hangs  intirely  upon  Chrift.  The  New  Tcfta- 
ment  is  in  his  blood,  i  Cor.  xi.  25.  And  whatever  mercies  you 
reap  from  that  covenant,  you  muft  thank  the  Lord  Jeiiis  Chrift 
for  them.  Put  all  this  together,  and  then  think  how  fuch  con- 
fidcrations  will  endear  Chrift  to  your  fonh  ! 

Seventh  Motive. 

The  due  ohfervation  of  providence  hath  a  marvellous  efficacy  to  melt 
the  hearty  and  make  it  thaw  and  relent  ingenuoufly  before  the  Lord:     • 

How  can  a  fanAified  heart  do  lefs  than  melt  into  tears,  whilft 

it  either  oonfiders  the  dealings  of  God  from  time  to  time  with  it ; 

•  or  compares  the  mercies  received,  with  the  fins  committed ;  or 

the  different  adminiftrations   of  providence  towards   itfelf  and 

others. 

Let  a  man  but  fet  hinifelf  to  think  deliberately  and  dofely  of 
the  ways  of  providence  towards  him,  let  him  but  follow  the  traft 
of  providence,  as  it  hath  led  him  all  along  the  way  that  he  liatk 
gone ;  and  if  there  be  any  principle  of  gracious  tendcrnefs  m  hinr^ 
he  Ihall  meet  with  variety  of  occailons  to  excite  and  draw  it  fixtb. 
Reader,  go  back  with  thy  feridis  thoughts,  (i*)  'I'o  ^^^  beginning 
of  the  ways  of  God  with  thee,  the  mercies  that  broke  out  early  m 
thy  youth,  even  the  firft-bom  mercies  from  the  womb  of  provi- 
dence ;  and  thou  wih:  f^y,  What  need  I  go  farther  \  Here  b 
enough,  not  only  to  move,  but  overwhelm  my  heart,  <<  May  I  not 
^  from  tWs  thnc,  cry  unto  thee,  my  Father,  thou  art  the  guide 
"  of  my  youth,"  Jcr.  lii.  4.  What  a  critical  time  is  the  time  of 
youth?  It  is  the  moulding  age  *,  and,  ordinarily,  according  to tbc 
courfe  of  thofe  leading  providences,  after-providences  do  fteer  their 
courfe.  What  levity,  rafhrteft,  Jgnorance,  and  ftrong  propenfions  to 
fin  and  ruin  accompanied  thar  age  ?  How  many,  being  then  left  to 
the  fway  of  their  own  luft^,  run  themfelves  into  thofe  fins  and  mi- 
feries,  which  they  never  recover  themfelves  from  to  their  dying 
day  ?  Thefe,  like  the  errors  of  the  firft  concoction,  arc  ra^y 
rectified  afterwards.  Did  not  the  Lord  guide  thee  by  his  pro^l*- 
dencci  when  but  a  child  ?  Did  he  then  preterve  thee  ivom  thofe 
follies  and  mifcarriages,  which  blaft  the  very  blofibm,  and  nip  the 
bud,  fo  that  no  good  fruit  is  to  be  expelled  afterwards  ?  Did  he 
then  caft  thee  into  fuch  famlHes,  or  among  fuch  company  and  ac- 
quaintance, as  moulded  and  formed  thy  fpirit  to  a  better  temper  ? 
Did  he  then  dircjft  thee  into  that  way  of  employment,  wherein 
thou  haft  feen  fo  large  a  train  of  happy  coAfequences  ever  fince  £dI^ 

Vol.  IV.  3  M 
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lowing  thee  ?  And  wilt  thou  not  from  henceforth  fay,  '<  My  Fa« 
<*  thcr,  my  Father,  thou  art  the  guide  of  my  youth  ?" 

Or.  (2.)  Let  us  but  bring  our  thoughts  clofe  to  the  proTideiJces 
of  after-times,  and  conilder  how  the  ^veral  changes  and  removes 
of  our  lives  have  been  ordered  for  us :  things  we  never  forefaw 
nor  defigned  (but  much  better  for  us,  than  what* we  did  defign) 
have  been  all  along  ordered  for  us.  <<  The  way  of  man  b  not  m 
<«  himfelf/'  "  God's  thoughts  have  not  been  our  thoughts,  nor 
«<  his  ways  our  ways."  Among  the  eminent  mercies  of  thy  life, 
reader,  how  many  of  them  have  been  mere  furprizals  to  thcc  ? 
Thy  own  projeAs  have  been  thruft  airde,  to  make  way  for  better 
things  defigned  by  providence  for  thee. 

Nay,  {3.)  Do  but  obferve  ihcfffrings  and  autumns  of  providence, 
in  what  order  they  h^ve  flouriihed  and  faded  with  thee,  and  thou 
VfWt  find  thyfc If  over-powered  with  the  fenfe  of  Divine  wifdom  and 
goodneis :  when  neceifllty  required,  fuch  a  friend  was  ilirred  up  to 
help  thee,  fuch  a  place  opened  to  receive  thee,  fuch  a  relation 
raifed  up  or  continued  to  refirefli  thee :  and  no  fooner  did  pro- 
vidence deprive  thee  of  sLny  of  them,  but  either  thy  need  of  them 
ceafed,  or  fome  other  way  i$  opened  to  thee.  Othe  depth  of  God's 
wifdom  and  goodnefs !  O  the  matchlefs  tendenie(s  of  God  to  his 
people! 

4.  Compare  the  dealings  of  providence  with  you  and  othen  \ 
yea,  with  others  that  fprang  up  with  you  in  the  fame  generation, 
it  may  be,  in  the  fame  families,  and  from  the  fame  parents,  it 
may  be  in  families  greater  and  more  flourifliing  in  the  world  than 
yours,  and  fee  the  difierence,  upon  many  great  accounts,  it  hath 
made  betwixt  you  and  them.  I  knew  a  Chriftian,  who,  after  ma- 
Oy  years  feparation,  was  vifited  by  his  own  brother,  the  Very  fight 
of  whom,  wrought  upon  him,  much  as  the  fight  of  Benjamin  did 
upon  Jofeph,  fo  that  he  could  not  refrain  to  fall  upon  his  neck, 
and  weep  for  joy  \  but  after  a  few  hours  fpent  together,  finding 
the  fpirit  ofYm  brother,  not  only  eftranged  from  all  that  is  ipiritual 
and  ferious,  but  alfo  very  vain  and  profaiie,  he  haftened  to  his  cham- 
ber, (hut  the  door  upon  him,  threw  himfelf  down  at  the  (act  of 
God,  and  with  Bowing  eyes,  and  a  melting  heart,  admired  the 
dtftinguifhing  grace  of  God,  faying,  was  not  I&u  Jacob's  brother, 
O  grace, -grace,  aftonifhing grace  I 

5.  Compare  the  carriage  of  providence  towards  you,  with  yocr 
own  carriage  towards  the  Lord :  and  it  muft  needs  mek  your 
hearts  to  find  fo  much  mercy  beftowed,  where  fo  much  fin  hath 
been  committed.  What  place  did  you  ever  live  in,  where  you 
cannot  remember  great  provocations  committed,  and  manifold 
mercies,  notwithftanding  that,  received  ?  O  with  how  many  nct^ 
wtbfiandiffgs  and  nevertheleffes  hath  the  Lord  done  yofu  ^ood  in 
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ttcry  place  i  What  relation  hath  not  been  abufcd  by  fin  5  and  yet 
both  raifed  up  and  continued  by  providence  for  your  comfort? 
In  every  place  God  hath  left  the  marks  of  his  goodnefs»  and  you 
the  remembrance  of  your  finfulnefs :  give  yourielves  but  leave  to 
think  of  thefe  things ;  and  it  is  ftrange  if  your  heart  relent  not  at 
the  remembrance  of  them. 

6.  Or  laftly;  Do  but  compare  your  own  dangers  with  your 
fears,  and  both  with  the  ftrange  outlets  and  doors  of  efcape  pro* 
vidence  hath  opened,  and  it  cannot  do  lefs  than  over-po^er  ^ou 
with  a  full  fenfe  of  Divine  care  and  goodnefs. 

There  have  been  dark  clouds  fecn  to  rife  over  you,  judgment 
even  at  your  door,  fometimes  threatening  your  life,  fometimes  youc 
liberty,  fometimes  your  eftate,  and  fometimes  your  deareft  rela- 
tions, in  whom,  it  may  be,  your  life  was  bound  up ;  remember  in 
that  day,  what  faintnefs  of  fpirit  feized  you,  what  charges  of  guilt 
ftirring  up  fears  of  the  iiiue  within  you  :  you  turned  to  the  Lord 
in  that  diftrefs,  and  hjth  he  not  made  a  way  to  efcape,  and  deliver- 
ed you  from  all  your  fears  ?  Pfal.  xxxiv.  4. 

O I  is  your  life  fuch  a  continued  throng,  fuch  a  di{^raded  hurry^ 
that  there  is  no  room  to  be  found  with  Chriftians  to  fit  alone  and 
think  on  theie  things,  and  preis  thefe  marvellous  difcoveries  of 
God  in  his  providences,  upon  their  own  hearts  ?  Surely,  might 
thefe  things  but  lie  upon  our  hearts,  talk  with  our  thoughts  by 
day,  and  lodge  with  us  at  night,  they  would  even  force  their 
paflage  down  to  our  very  reiiis. 

Eight  Motive. 

Due  ohfervation  of  prvwdence  nvill  both  beget  and  fecure  inward 
tranqmllity  in  your  minds^  amidfi  the  viciffitudes  and  revolutions  of 
things^  in  this  unjtable^  vain  world. 

Pfal.  iv.  8.  "  I  will  both  lay  me  down  in  peace,  and  fleep,  for 
*'  the  Lord  only  makech  me  to  dwell  in  fafety  "  He  refolvcs  the 
finful  fears  of  events  (hall  not  rob  him  of  his  inward  quiet,  nor 
torture  his  thoughts  with  anxious  prefages  :  He  will  commit  all  his 
concerns  into  that  faithful,  fatherly  hand,  that  had  hitherto 
wrought  all  things  for  him,  and  he  means  not  to  lofe  the  comfort 
of  one  night's  reft,  nor  bring  the  evil  of  to-mon'ow  upon  the  day, 
but  knowing  in  whofe  hand  he  was,  wifely  enjoys  the  fweet  felicity 
of  a  refigned  will. 

Now  this  tranquillity  of  our  minds,  is  as  much  begotten  and  pre- 
fervedy  by  a  due  confideration  of  providencCi  as  by  any  thing 
whatfoever.  Hence  it  was,  that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  when  he 
would  cure  the  difciples'  anxious  and  diftra£hng  folicitudes  about  a 
iivchhood,  bids  them  confider  the  care  providence  bath  over  the 
birds  of  the  air,  and  the  lilies  of  the  field^  how  it  feeds  the  one, 
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and  clothes  the  olhet^  without  any  anxiou)  care  of  theirs  %  tnd 
would  have  them  well  confider  thofe  providences,  and  reafcn  them- 
felves  into  a  calm  and  fweet  compofure  of  fpmx.  firom  thofe  oonfi- 
derations.  Mat.  vi,  27,  28,  29,  30^  ji. 

Two  thin^  deftroy  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  our  lives,  our 
bewailing  paft  dif appointments  or  fearing  future  cmes^  But  would  wc 
once  learn  previfion  and  provifion  to  be  Divine  prerogatives,  and 
take  notice  Imw  often  providence  baffles  thofe  that  pretend  to  them, 
caniing^the  gpod  tj>ey  forefaw  (according  to  their  conjefhiresj  co- 
ming to  their  hand,  yet  to  balk  them  and  flee  from  them ;  and  the 
evil  they  thought  chetaifeWes  fuiHciently  fecured  from,  to  invade 
them.  I  fay,  Vould  we  confider  hotr  providence  daily  baffles  tbcfe 
preteniions  of  men,  and  aflerts  its  own  dominion,  it  wouk!  greatly 
conduce  to  the  tranquillity  of  our  lives. 

This  is  a  great  truth,  that  there  is  no  face  of  adverfity  k  fomu*- 
dabk,  but,  being  viewed  from  thi$  ftation,  would  become  amicable. 
JhJow  there  be  feveral  things  in.  the  confideration  of  providence 
that  naturally  and  kindly  con^ppfe  the  mind  of  a  Cbriftian  to  peace, 
apd  bring  it  to  a  fw^et  reft,  whiift  events  hang  in  a  doubtful 
fufpenfe.  ^  .        ... 

.1.  As,  Fkfl^  The  fupretnacy  of  provklence,  and  its  nncomro<- 
lable  power  in  working.  This  is  often  Teen  in  the  good  that  it 
'  brings  us  in  a  vray  that  is  above  the  thoughts  and  cares  of  our 
minds,  or  labours  of  our  hands.  \^  I  had  not  thought  (faid  Jacob) 
<«  to  have  feeii  thy  face ;  and  lo,  God  hath  fljcwed  me  thy  feed 
«  aHo,^  Gen.  xlviii,  i  r.  There  is  a  frequent  co-incidency  of  pro- 
vidences in  a  way  of  furprifal,  which  from  no  appearance,  or  the 
remoteft  tendency  of  outwsfrd  caufes  could  be  forefeen,  but  rather 
falls  vifibly  crofs  to  the  prefent  fchenie  and  pofture  of  our  afiairs. 
Nothing  tends  to  convince  us  of  the  vanity  and  Iblly  of  our  own  fo- 
licit udes  and  projcftions,  more  than  this  doth. 

2.  The  profound  wifdom  of  providence,  in  ^1  that  it  prrform- 
cth  for  the  people  of  God.     The  wheels  are  full  of  eyes*,  £zek.  i. 
18.  i.  e.  there  is  an  intelligent  and  wife  Spirit  that  fits  upon^  and 
^governs  the  atTairs  of  this  world.  ^ 

This  wifdom  /hines  put  tq  u$  in  the  unexpected,  yea,  contrary 
events  of  thiuos  II9W  pftca  have  wie  been  courting  fome  beauti- 
ful appearance  that  invited  our  feuf«»,  and  with  trembling  (faunned 
the  formidable  face  of  other  things,  when  notwithiianding,  tlic  if- 
iUcs  of  providence  have  Convinced  us,  that  our  danger  lay  in  w^at 
wc  courted,  and  our  good  in  what  we  fo  Audioully  declined  ? 
This  alfo  is  a  ftvcet  principle  of  peace,  and  quiet  to  the  Chriftian's 

y  Nm  edeo  i^aia  vcivimtur  rflto.— Tho  i»hech  of  prQvidcnc«  revolve  not  by  a 

biind  fatality. 
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nundj  that  be  knows  not,  but  his  good  may  be  imported  in  what 
feemed  to  threaten  his  ruia.  Many  were  the  didreiTes  and  ftraits 
of  liracl  in  the  wilderneis,  but  all  was  <*  to  humble  thftoi,  that  he 
*<  might  do  them  good  in  the  latter  end/'  Deut.  viii.  i6.  Sad  and 
difmai  was  the  face  of  that  providence  that  ,ient  tliem  out  of  their 
own  land  into  the  land  of  the  Chaldeans  \  y^t  even  this  was.  a  pro- 
jeft  to  do  them  good,  Jer.  xxiv.  5.  How  okcn  have  we  reira£tcd 
our  raQi  and  headlong  cenfures  of  things  upon  experience  of  this 
^;^th!  and  boen  taught  to  bleis  our  affli^ons  and  difappotnt- 
ments  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Many  a  time  have  we  kiiled 
tht>{e  troubles  at  parting  which  we  met  with  trembling.  And  what 
can  promote  peace  under  doubtful  providences,  more  eSe£tuaU]r 
than  this  ? 

3.  The  experiences  we  have  had  throughout  our  Uvea,  of  the 
failhfuloels  and  conflancy  of  providence,  arc  of  excellent  ufe  to 
al)ay  and  quiet  our  hearts  in  any  trouble  that  befals  us.  "  Hither- 
"  to  God  hath  helped,"  1  Sam.  vii.  12.  We  never  found  him 
wanting  to  us  in  any  cafe  hitlierto :  This  is  not  the  firft  i^rait  we 
have  been  in  \  the  £rft  time  that  our  hearts  and  hopes  have  been 
low.  Surely  he  is  the  fame  God  no^  as  heretofore,  his  hand  is  not 
Ihortcned,  neither  doth  his  faithhiloefs  fail.  O  recount  in  bow 
great  extremities  former  experience  hath  taught  you  not  to  defpairf 

4.  The  conjefturcs  Chriftians  may  make  of  the  way  of  provi* 
vidence  towards  them,  from  what  it's  former  methods  have  been 
towards  them,  are  exceeding  quieting  and  comfortable.  It.is  ufual 
with  Chriftians  to  compare  times  with  times^  and.  togvefs  at  the  i£- 
fue  of  one  providence  by  another.  The  faints  do  know  what 
courfe  providence  uiiially  holds,  and  accordingly,  with  great  pro<- 
bability,  collect  what  they  may  expe£t  from  what,  in  like  cafe$» 
they  have  formerly  obferved.  ChrilUan,  examine  thine  own 
heart,  and  its  former  obfervations,  and  thou  wilt  find,  as  Ffalm 
Ixxxix.  30,  31,32.  that  it  is  ufuaily  the  way  of  God,  to  prepare 
fome  fmart  rods  to  correft  thee,  when  either  thy  heart  hath  fe- 
cretly  revolted  from  God,  and  is  grown  vain,  carelefs,  and  fenfual) 
or  when  thy  fleps  have  declined,  and  thou  haft  turned  afide  to  the 
commiflion  of  iniquity.  And  then  when  thofe  rods  have  been 
fan^tified  to  humble,  reduce,  and  purge  thy  heart,  it  is  ufually  ob- 
ferved, that  thofe  fad  providences  are  then  upon  the  change,  and 
then  the  Lord  changes  the  voice  of  his  providence  towards  thee, 
J^r.  iii.  12,  13.  «  Go  and  proclaim  thefe  words  towards  the  north, 
«<  and  fay.  Return  thou  backfliding  Ifrael,  faith  the  Lord,  and  I 
<*  will  not  caufe  mine  anger  to  fall  upon  you,  for  I  am  mercifi^, 
<<  faith  the  Lord,  and  1  will  not  keep  anger  for  ever.  Only  ac«» 
««  knowledge  thine  iniquity,".  &c. 

If  therefore  I  fitod  the  blefled  efie£ts  of  the  rod  upon  me,  that  it 
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hath  done  its  work  to  break  the  hard  heart,  and  puU  down  the 
proud  heart,  and  awaken  the  drowfy  heart,  and  quicken  the  floth- 
fiil,  negligent,  lazy  heart  j  now,  with  great  probability  I  may  con- 
jefturc,  a  more  dMnfortable  afpcft  of  providence  will  quickly  ap- 
pear, the  refreftiing  and  reviving  time  is  nigh. 

5.  It  is  ufual  with  Chriftians  to  argue  themfclvcs  into  firefti  re- 
viving hopes,  when  thc'ftate  of  things  is  moft  forlorn,  by  com- 
paring the  providences  of  God  one  with  another. 

1.  b  is 'a  mighty  compofing  meditation  when  we  compare  tke 
providences  of  God  towards  the  inanimate  and  irrational  creatures, 
with  his  providences  towards  us.  Doth  he  take  care  for  the  very 
fowls  of  the  air,  for  whom  no  man  provides,  as  well  as  thofeat  the 
door  which  we  daily  feed  ?  Doth  he  fo  clothe  the  very  grafe  of 
the  field  i  Hear  the  young  ravens  when  they  cry  for  meat  ?  And 
can  it  be  fuppofed  he  (hould  forget  his  own  people  that  are  of  much 
more  value  than  thefe  ? 

2.  Or  if  we  compare  the  bounty  and  care  that  providence  hath 
exprefled  to  the  enemies  of  God,  how  it  feeds,  and  clothes,  and 
prote£ls  them,  even  whilft  they  are  fighting  againft  him  with  his 
own  mercies,  it  cannot  but  quiet  and  fatisfy  us,  that  furely  he 
will  not  be  wanting  to  that  people,  upon  whom  he  hath  fet  his 
love,  to  whom  he  hath  given  his  Son,  and  for  whom  he  hath  de- 
iigned  heaven  itfelf. 

3.  Or  laftly.  It  muft  needs  quiet  us  when  we  confider  what  the 
Lord  did  for  us  in  the  way  oi  his  providence,  when  we  ourfclves 
were  in  the  Rate  of  nature  and  enmity  againft  God.  Did  he  not 
then  look  after  us  when  we  knew  him  not  ?  Provided  for  us, 
wh^Q  we  owned  him  not  in  any  of  his  mercies  ?  Beftowed  thou- 
fands  of  mercies  upon  iis  when  we  had  no  title  to  Chrift  or  any  one 
promife  ?  Avd  will  he  now  do  lefs  for  us  fince  we  are  reconciled 
and  become  his  children  ? 

Surely  fuch  coniiderations  as  thefe  cannot  but  fill  the  foul  with 
peace,  and  preferve  the  tranquillity  of  it  under  the  moft  diftraAing 
providences. 

Xtnih  Motive, 

Due  obfervations  of  the  ways  of  God  in  his  providences  towards  us 
have  an  excellent  ufefulnefs  and  aptitude  to  advance  and  improve  holinefs 
in  our  hearts  and  lives.     For, 

I.  The  holinefs  of  God  is  manifefted  to  us  in  alt  his  works  of 
providence,  Pfal.  cxlv.  17.  "  The  Lord  is  righteous  in  all  his  vrays, 
«'  and  holy  in  all  his  works."  The  inftruments  ufcd  by  provi- 
dence may  be  very  finful  and  wicked,  they  may  aim  at  bafe  ends, 
and  make  ufe  cf  wicked  mediums  to  attain  them  \  but  it  is  certaia 
Gc^d's  defigns  are  moft  pure^  and  all  his  workings  are  foiitoo. 
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Though  he  permits,  limits,  orders,  and  over-rules .  many  unholy 
perfoas  and  actions  ^  y^t  in  all  he  works  like  himfelf ;  and  his  ho- 
lineis  is  no  more  defiled  and  ftaided  by  their  impurity,  than  the 
fun-beams  are  by  the  noifome  exhalations  of  a  dung-hill,  Deut* 
xxxii.  4.  <<  He  is  the  rock,  his  work  is  peried ;  for  all  his  ways  are 
^<  judgment,  a  God  of  truth,  and  without  iniquity  :  Juft  and  right 
<<  is  he."  So  that  in  all  his  providences  he  fets  before  us  a  per- 
fect pattern  of  holinefs,  that  we  might  be  holy  in  all  our  ways,  u 
our  Father  is  in  all  his  ways.     But  this  is  not  all. 

2.  His  providences,  if  duly  obferved,  promote  holinefs  by  ftop» 
ping  up  our  way  to  fin.  O  if  men  would  but  note  the  defigns  of 
God  in  his  preventive  providences,  how  ufcful  would  it  be  to  keep 
them  upright  and  holy  in  their  ways !  For  why  is  it  that  the  Lord 
£0  often  hedges  up  our  way  with  thorns,  as  it  is,  Hof.  ii.  6,  but  that 
we  fhould  not  find  our  paths  co  fin  ?  Why  doth  he  clog  us  but  to 
prevent  our  ftraytng  from  him?  2  Cor.  xii.  7.  «  Left  I  Ihould  be 
**  exalted  above  meafure,  there  was  given  me  a  thorn  in  the  fiefli^ 
<<  amefienger  of  SatantobuSet  me."  .O  it  is  good  to  attend  to 
thefe  works  of  God,  and  ftudy  the  meaning  of  them  !  Sometimes 
providence  crofieth  a  hopehil,  thriving  projeA  to  advance  our  es- 
tate, and  fruftrates  all  our  labours  and  cares  \  why  is  this?  but  to 
hide  pride  from  man.  Shouldft  thou  profper  in  the  world,  that 
prbfperity  might  he  thy  fnare,  and  make  thee  a  proud,  fenfual^ 
vain  foul ',  the  Lord  Jefus  fees  this,  and  therefore  withdraws  the 
food  and  fuel  from  thy  corruptions. 

It  may  be  thou  haft  a  crazy,  difeafed,  weak  body ;  thou  labour- 
eft  often  under  infirmities :  In  this  the  wifdom  and  care  of  God 
over  thy  foul  is  manifeftedj  for  wert  thou  not  fo  clogged,  how  pro- 
bable  is  it  that  much  more  guilt  might  be.contraAed  ?  Tour  po- 
verty doth  but  clog  your  pride  ;  reproaches  clog  your  ambition  ; 
i^ant  prevents  wantonnefs  ;  ficknefs  of  body  conduces  to  the  pre- 
vention of  many  inward  gripes  of  confcience  and  groans  under 
guilt. 

3.  The  providences  of  God  maybe  obferved  to  conduce  to  our 
hohnefs ;  not  only  preventing  fin  that  we  may  not  fall  into  it ; 
but  alfo  purging  our  fins  when  we  are  fallen  into  them*,  Ifa.  xxvii. 
9«  "  By  this  therefore  (hall  the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged  ;  and 
«  this  is  all  the  fruit  to  take  away  his  fin.''  So  Dan.  xi.  33,  34, 
35.  they  are  of  the  fame  ufe  that  fire  and  water  are  for  purging 
and  cleanfing ;  not  thaf  they  can  purge  us  from  fin  in  their  own 
virtue  and  power,  for  if  fo,  thofe  that  have  moft  afflictions  would 


•  God  would  not  fulTer  mftrumente  to  nib  fo  hard,  if  it  were  not  to  fetch  out 
tlie^tfig^lut  is  ingrained  m  our  m^wres:  He  lovet  fmniy  fo  weU,  he  had  rather  lee 
9  hdt  tlmn  aj^  in  hit  ebUttt  gannent.     Gmrmtts  CbnpUn  Armmr^part  2,p,  a^Z. 
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bave  ffioft  grace  alio  :  but  It  is  in  the  Tirtue  of  ClirJft's  Mood,  and 
God*&  blcfling  upon  affli^bre  prdTidences  that  they  {Mirgc  us  from 
fin.  '  A  crofs  without  a  Chrifi  never  did  any  man  good.  Now  in 
God's  afiiiaive  providences  for  fin  there  are  many  things  that  tend 
to  the  purging  of  it.  -  For» 

•  I.  Such  rebukes  of  providence  difcover  the  difpleafure  of  God 
againd  us  :  the  Lord  frowns  upon  us  in  thofe  providences.  Oiir 
Fathe*"  Is  angry,  and  thcfe  are  the  tokens  of  it ;  and  nothing  works 
more  to  the  melting  of  a  gracious  heart  than  this.  Muft  not 
the  heart  of  a  child  melt  and  break  whilft  the  Father  b  angry  ?  0 
this  is  more  bitter  to  our  fpirita  than  all  the  fmart  and  anguifh  of 
the  afili^on  can  be  to  our  flefli.  Sec  Pfal.  xxxviii.  i,  2,  3.  «*  0 
'*  Lord  rebuke  me  not  in  thy  wrath ;  neither  chaften  me  in  thy  bot 
w  difpleafure  5  for  thine  arrows  ftick  foft  in  me ;  and  thine  hand 
•*  prefleth  me  fore.  There  is  no  found nefa  in  my  flefh  becaufe  of 
««  thine  anger :  Neither  is  there  any  reft  in  my  bones  becaufe  of 
*•  my  fin.** 

2.  By  thefe  rebukes  for  fin,  the  evil  of  fin  is  difcavered  more 
fenfibly  to  us,  and  we  are  made  to  fee  more  clearly  the  evil  of  it  in 
thcfe  glal&s  of  aflSiflion  which  providence  at  fuch  times  fets  before 
ns,  than  formerly  we  ever  faw.  Jer.  ii.  19.  «  Thine  own  wickcd- 
"  nefe  (hall  correct  thee;  and  thy  backfliding  ftfall  reprove  thee; 
#*  know  therefore  and  fee,  that  it  is  an  evil  thing  and  bktcr,  that 
««  thou  haft  forfaken  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  that  my  fear  is  not 
*«  in  thee,  faith  the  Lord  God  of  hofts/'  O  the  gall  and  worm- 
wood that  we  taftc  in  it,  under  God's  rebukes  for  it ! 
'  3.  Pl-ovidence  blafts  and  fruftrates.all  finful  projefts  to  the  peo- 
ple of  God  :  whoever  thrives  in  them,  they  Qiall  not.  Ha.  xxx.  i, 
^>  3>  4j  5'  And  this  alfo  convinces  them  of  the  folly  that  is  in  fiu, 
and  makes  them  cleave  to  the  way  of  fimplicity  and  integrity. 

4.  Hdincfs  is  promoted  in  the  foul  by  cautioning  and  warning 
the  foul  againft  fin  for  time  to  come.  Job  xxxiv.  31.**!  have  borne 
«'  chaftifemenls,  I  will  not  oflfend  any  more."  O  happy  provi- 
dences, how  fmart  foever,  that  make  the  foul  for  ever  afraid  of 
fin !  Surely  fuch  rods  are  well  beftowcd.  This  gives  God  his 
end :  and  it  ever  we  fornowed  after  a  godly  fort,  in  the  day  of 
your  troubles  it  will  work  this  carefulnefi,  2  Cor.  vii.  11.  <*  Biy 
«  hold,  this  felf  fame  thing  that  ye  forrowed  after  a  godly  fcrt, 
'*  what  carefulnefs  it  wrought  in  you  ?"  &c.  O,  if  ever  a  man 
have  been  under  a  fanftified  rod,  which  hath  fticwcd  him  the  evil 
of  fin,  .and  kindly  humbled  him  for  it ;  and  a  temptation  ihonM 
again  (blicit  him  to  the  fame  evil ;  why  thinks  he,  what  a  madnefs 
is  it  for  me  to  buy  repentkice  at  fo  dear  a  rate  ?  Have  I  not  fmart- 
ed  enough  already  i  You  may  as  well  afic  me,  whether  I  fkall  nis 
again  mtothe  iSre,  after<>I  have  been  already  fcorched  m  it  ? 
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.  ^,  To  conclude ;  providences  do  greatly  improve  and  promote 
holineis  by  drawing  the  foul  into  the  prefence  of  (iod>  and  giving 
it  the  oppo^unity  and  occafion  of  miich  communion  with  him. 
Comfortable  providences  will  do  this ;  they  will  melt  a  man's  heart 
in  love  to  the  Ood  of  his  mercies,  and  fo  pain  his  bowels  that  hQ 
fliall  not  be  quiet  till  he  have  found  a  place  to  pour  out  his  foui 
in  thankhtlnefs  to  the  Lord^  2  Sam.  vii..  i8. 

Affliftivc  providences  will  drive  uS  to  the  fedt  of  God,  and  there 
make  us  to  judge  and  condemn  ourfclves.  And  all  this  hath  an 
excellent  ufe  to  defbroy  (ui»  and  promote  holinefs  in  the  fouL 

Tenih  Motive, 

Laftly,  The  confideraiUn  and  Jludy  of  providence  will  be  offtngular 
life  tons  in  a  dying  hour,  ' 

Hereby  we  treafure  up  that  which  will  fingularly  fweeten  our 
death  to  us,  and  greatly  ailift  our  faith  in  the  lail  ^counter.  You  . 
find  when  Jacob  died,  what  f  efleilions  he  had  up  >n  the  dealings  of 
God  with  him  in  the  various  providences  of  hb  life :  See  Gen» 
xlviii.  3»  7,  1 5f  1 6.  In  like  manner,  you  find  JoQiua  recording  the 
providences,  of  God,  when  at  the  brink  of  the  grave:  they  were 
the  fubjed  of  his  dying  difcourfe,  Jofliua  zxiv.  And  I  cannot 
but  think  it  a  fweet  dofe  to  the  life  of  any  Chri(lian  :  It  muft  needs 
fweeten  a  death-bed  to  recount  there  the  feveral  remarkable  paf- 
fages  of  God's  care  and  love  to  os  from  our  beginning  to  that  day: 
to  refleA  upon  the  mercies  that  went  along  with  us  all  the  way, 
when  we  are  come  to  the  end  of  it.  O  Chriftiaifs,  treafure  up 
thefe  in  fiances  for  fuch  a  time  as  that  is,  that  you  may  go  out  of 
the  world  bleffing  God  for  all  the  goodnejs  of  truth  he  hath  perform- 
ed to  yon  all  your  life  long.  Now  the  medications  of  thefe  things 
muft  needs  be  of  great  ufe  in  that  day,  if  you  confider  the  follow- 
ing particulars. 

I  *  The  time  of  death  is  the  time  when  fouls  are  ufually  mod 
violently  aflaulted  by  Satan  with  horrid  temptations  and  black 
fuggeilions.  We  may  fay  of  that  figuratively,  as  it  is  faid  of  the  na- 
tural ferpent,  nunquam  nifi  moriensy  producitnr  in  kngum ;  he  never 
exerts  his  utmoft  rage  till  the  laft  encounter  :  and  then  his  great 
deiign  b  to  perfuade  the  faints  that  God  loves  them  not,  hath  no 
care  nor.regard  for  them  nor  their  cries;  though  tfiey  pray  for  eafe 
and  cry  for  fparing  mercy,  they  fee  none  comes.  He  handles 
them  with  as  much  roughnefs  and  feverity  as  other  men  ;  yea,  ma- 
ny of  tne  vileft  and  moft  diflblute  wretches  endure  lefs  torments, 
and  are  more  jjciitly  handled  than  they.  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  4.  *<  There 
^<  are  no  bancb  in  their  death|"  when  as  tfaou  snuft.go  lihrough 
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«  a  loBg  lane  of  fickne6  to  the  gravC)  and  endure  manydeatbin 
one. 

But  what  credit  can  thefe  plaufible  tales  of  Satan  obtauo  with  a 
Chrifttan  who  hath  been  treafuring  up,  all  his  life  long»  the  at' 
imrials  of  God's  tender  regard  both  to  his  wants  and  prayers,  and 
that  hath  carefully  remarked  the  evident  returns  of  his  pnycis 
and  gracious  condefcenfiom  of  Giod  to  him»  from  his  beginning  to 
that  moment  ?  In  thb  cafe,  his  fiuth  is  mightily  afiifted  by  thoo- 
fiuids  of  experiences,  which  back  and  encourage  it,  and  wiU  not 
fufFer  the  foul  to  give  up  fo  eafily  a  truth  which  he  hath  fo  often 
fenfibly  felt  and  tafted,  I  am  fiire,  faith  he,  God  hath  had  a 
tender,  fiitherly  care  of  me  ever  fince  I  became  his ;  he  never  fail- 
ed me  yet  in  any  Cohncr  ftrait }  and  I  cannot  believe  he  will  do  fo 
now.  '  I  know  his  love  is  like  himfelf,  unchangeable,  John  ziii. 
I. "  Having  loved  his  own  which  were  in  the  worU,  hie  loved  thnn 
<<  unto  the  end :  for  this  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever,  he 
«  will  be  our  guide  even  unto  death,'^  PfaL  xlviii.  14.  Did  he  knre 
me  in  my  youth,  and  will  he  caft  me  off  in  my  decrepit  age  ? 
«  O  God,  (faith  the  Pfalmift)  thou  haft  taught  me  from  my  youth, 
"  and  hitherto  have  I  declared  thy  wondrous  work^ ;  now  alfo 
<<  when  I  am  old  and  grey-headed,  O  God,  fbrfake  me  not,**  Fial; 
ixxi.  17,  1 8. 

2.  At  death  the  faints  are  engaged  in  the  laft,  and  one  of  the 
moft  eminent  works  of  feith,  even  the  committing  of  themfelves  in- 
to  the  haqds  of  God,  when  we  are  launching  forth  into  thatvaft 
eternity,  and  entering  into  that  new  ftate  which  will  make  fo  great 
a  change  upon  us  in  a  moment.  In  this  Chrift  fets  us  ^  pattern, 
Luke  xxiii.  46.  *<  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  n^y  fpirit ; 
and  having  (aid  thus,  he  gave  up  the  ghoft."  So  Stephqa  at  his 
death,  <<  Lord  Jefus,  receive  my  fpurit,  and  immediately  Ui 
«  aflecp,**  Afts  vii.  59. 

There  be  two  fignal  and  remarkaUe  ads  of  faith»  both  exceed- 
ingly difficult,  viz.  its  firft  a£l,  and  its  laft.  The  firft  is  a  great 
venture  that  it  makes  of  itfelf  upon  Chrift ;  and  the  laft  is  a  great 
venture  too,  to  caft  itfdf  into  the  ocean  of  eternity  upon  the  cte^ 
dit  of  a  promife.  But  yet  I  know  the  firft  adventure  of  the  foul 
upon  Chrift,  is  much  more  difficult  than  the  laft  adventure  upon 
death;  and  that  which  makes  it  fo  b,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  ma- 
nifold recorded  experiences  that  the  foul  hath  been  gathering  op 
from  the  day  of  its  efpbufals  to  Chrift  unto  its  dying  day,  which  is 
(in  a  fenfe)  its  manriage-day.  Oh !  with  what  encouragemeot 
may  a  foul  throw  himfelf  into  the  arms  of  that  God  with  whom  he 
hath  fb  long  converfed  and  walked  in  this  world }  whofe  vifitt 
have  been  fweet  and  frequent,  with  whom  the  foul  hath  contraA- 
ed  fo  intimate  acquaintance  in  this  world  i  whoa  he  hath  corn- 
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mitted  all  hb  afiairs  to  formerly-^  and  ftiil  found  him  a  faithful 
God,  and  now  hath  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  he  fhall  find  hitn  fo  itl 
his  lift  diftrefs  and  exigence  alio ! 

3.  At  death  the  people  of  God  tt^civc  the  laft  mercies  that  evcc 
they  (hall  receive  in  this  world  by  the  hand  of  providencei  and  are 
immediately  to  make  up  their  accounts  with  God  for  all  the  mer- 
cies that  ever  they  received  from  his  hand.  What  can  be  mote 
fuitable  therefore  to  a  dying  peHon  than  to  recount  with  himfelf 
the  mercies  of  \A  whole  lifei  the  manifold  receits  of  favour  for 
which  he  is  to  reckon  with  God  (peedily  (  and  how  ih<rU  rhis  be 
done  without  a  due  and  ferious  obfervation  and  recording  bf  them 
now  ?  I  know  there  are  thoufands  of  mercies  forgotten  bv  the  belt 
of  Chriftians :  a  memory  of  brafs  cannot  contain  them :  and  I 
know  alfo  that  Jefos  Chrift  muft  make  up  the  account  for  us,  or 
it  will  never  pafi  with  God  )  yet  it  is  our  duty  to  keep  the  accounts 
df  our  merciesi  and  how  they  have  been  improved  by  us,  for  we 
are  fie  wards,  and  then  we  are  to  give  an  account  of  our  (levv- 
ardfhip. 

4.  At  death  we  owe  an  account  alio  to  men,  and  ftand  obliged 
(if  there  be  opportunity  for  it)  to  make  known  to  them  that  furvive 
us  what  we  have  feen  and  found  of  Ciod  in  this  world,  that  we  may 
leave  a  teftimony  for  God  with  men,  and  bring  up  a  good  report 
upon  his  ways.  Thus  dying  Jacob,  when  Jofeph  was  come  to  take 
his  laft  farewel  of  him  in  this  world,  fbengthened  himfelf,  and  fat 
upon  the  bed,  and  related  to  him  the  eminent  appearances  of  God 
to  him,  and  the  places  where.  Gen.  xlviii  a,  3.  as  alfo  an  account 
of  his  afflictions,  ver.  7.  So  Jofhua,  in  his  laft  fpeech  to  the  peo- 
ple, makes  it  his  bufineis  to  vindicate  and  clear  the  truth  of  the 
promiies,  by  recounting  to  them  how  the  providence  of  God  had 
fulfilled  the  fame  to  a  tittle  in  his  day.  Jofh.  xxiii.  14.  <<  And  be- 
<<  hold  (faid  he)  this  day  I  am  going  the  way  of  all  the  earth,  and 
w  ye  know  in  all  your  hearts,  and  m  all  your  fouls,  that  not  one 
<'  thing  hath  failed  of  all  the  good  things  which  the  Lord  your 
«  God  fpake  concemmg  yon ;  all  are  come  to  pais  unto  you,  and 
**  not  one  thing  hath  failed  thereof.** 

And  certainly  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  world  to  under- 
ftand  the  judgments,  and  hear  of  the  experiences  of  dying  men. 
They,  of  all  men,  are  prefumed  to  be  moft  wife  and  moft  ierious: 
befides,  this  is  the  laft  opportunity  that  ever  we  fhall  have  in  this 
world  to  fpeak  for  God.  •  O  then  what  a  fweet  thins  would  it  be 
to  clofe  up  our  lives  with  an  honourable  account  of  the  ways  of 
God !  to  go  out  of  the  world  bleffing  him  for  all  the  mercies  and 
truth  which  he  hath  here  performed  to  us  I  bow  would  this  encou- 
rage weak  Chriftians,  and  convince  the  atheiftical  world,  that  verily 
there  b  a  reality,  and  an  exccSency  in  the  ways  and  people  of  God ! 
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5*  At  death  we  begin  the  Angelical  lift  of  praufe  and  thankfgiv* 
}ng.  'We  then  enter  upon  that  everbfting  fweet  employment; 
and  as  I  doubt  not  but  the  providences  in  which  we  were  concern* 
ed  in  this  world  will  be  a  part  of  that  fong  which  we  fhall  iing  in 
heaven,  fo  certainly  it  will  become  us  to  tune  our  hearts  and 
tongues  for  it  whilft  we  are  here,  and  efpecially  when  we  arc  rea- 
dy to  enter  upon  that  blelTed  ftate.  O  therefore  let  it  be  your 
daily  meditation  and  lludy  wiiat  God  hath  been  to  you,  and  done 
for  you  from  the  bednning  of  his  way  hitherto. 

And  thus  I  have  fpread  before  you  fome  encouragements  to  this 
blefled  work.  0  that  you  would  be  perfuaded.to  this  lovely  and 
every  way  beneficial  pra£Uce  !  this  I  dare  prefyme  to  lay,  that  who- 
ever finds  a^carefiil  and  a  thankful  heart  to  record  and  treafureap 
the  daily  experiences  of  God's  mercy  to  him,  (hall  never  want  new 
mercies  to  record  to  his  dying-day.  It  was  faid  of  Claudiao,  that 
he  wanted  matter  fuitable  to  the  excellency  of  his  parts ;  but  wheic 
is  the  head  or  heart  that  is  fuitable  to  this  matter  ?  «<  Who  can 
*»  utter  the  mighty  adh  of  the  Lord  ?  Who  can  (hew  forth  all  his 
«  praife  ?*'  Pial.  cvi.  2, 

Thus  I  have,  through  the  aid  of  providence,  difpatched  the  main 
defign  I  aimed  at  in  the  choice  uf  this  fuBjedl.  All  that  remains 
will  now  be  fpeedily  finifhed  in  fome  few  corollaries  to  be  briefly 
poted  upon  the  whole,  and  three  or  four  pradtical  cafes  to  be  fiated. 
You  have  heard  how  providence  perfonmib  all  things  for  jcu, 
]liearn  hence, 

flrfi  Corollary. 

That  God  is  therefore  to  be  owned  by  you  in  all  that  hefalsym  in  ihu 
^iforldy  whether  it  be  in  a  way  offuccefs  and  comfort ^  or  cf  trouble  and 
afftitlion.  O  it  is  your  duty  to  obferve  his  hand  and  difpofal :  when 
God  gives  you  comforts,  it  is  your  great  evil  not  to  obferve  his  hand 
in  them.  Hence  was  the  charge againft  Ifrael,  Hofca  ii.  8.  "She 
<<  did  not  know  that  I  gave  her  com,  and  wine,  and  oil,  and  mul* 
<<  tiplied  her  filver  and  gold,"  i.  e.  ihe  did  not  adually  and  affec- 
tionately confider  my  care  over  her,  and  goodnefs  to  her  in  thcfc 
mercies.  And  fo  for  affli^ons,  it  is  a  great  wickednefs,  when 
God's  hand  is  lifted  up  not  to  fee  it,  Ifa.  xxvi.  1 1 .  «*  The  ox  knows 
«<  its  owner,  and  the  afs  his  mafter's  crib,"  Ifa.  i.  3.  The  mod 
dull  and  fiupid  creatures  know  their  benefactors.  O  look  to  the 
hand  of  (;od  in  all,  and  know,  that  neither  your  comforts 
nor  afiSi^tions  do  ;irife  out  of  the  duft,  or  fpring  up  out  of  the 
ground! 

Second  Corollary, 

.  If  God  perform  all  things  for  you,  how  great  is  bis  coniefw^ 
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t9j  and  care  over  his  pe^U  ?  What  is  man  (faith  Job^  chap.  vii.  17, 
18.}  ^^^1/  thou  Jbouldft  magnify  hiniy  and  Jet  thine  heart  upon  himf 
and  that  thoufbould/i  viftt  him  tvery  mornings  and  try  him  every  mo^ 
ment  ?  Such  is  his  tender  care  over  you,  that  he  withdraws  not  his 
eye  from  you.  See  Jobxxxvl.  7.  Left  any  hurt  you,  he  bimfelf 
will  guard  and  keep  you  day  and  night,  Ifa.  xxvii.  3.  Should  he 
withdraw  his  eye  or  hand  one  moment  from  you,  that  moment* 
would  be  your  ruin.  X^n  thoufand  evils  watch  but  for  fuch  an  op- 
portunity to  rufh  in  upon  you,  and  deftroy  you  and  all  your  com- 
forts. You  are  too  dear  to  him  to  be  trufted  in  any  hand  but  his 
own.     Deut.  xxxiii.  3.  <<  All  his  faints  are  in  thy  hand*" 

Third  Corollary* 

Learn  hence  how  you  arc  obliged  to  perform  all  duties  and  fcrvices  for 
Gody  who  performeth  all  things  for  you.  It  was  the  wifh  of  a  good 
.  man,  Optarem  id  me  ejfe  Deo^  quod  eft  mihi  manus  mea  ; — O  that  I  ^ 
could  be  to  God  what  my  hand  is  to  me,  viz.  a  ferviceable,  ufefiil 
inftrument.  Shall  God  do  all  things  for  you,  and  will  you  do  no^ 
thing  for  God  ?  Is  providence  every  moment  at  work  for  you,  and 
wQl  you  be  idle  ?  To  what  purpofe  then  is  all  that  God  hath  done 
for  you  ?  Is  it  not  the  aim  and  deiign  of  all  to  make  you  a  fruitful 
people  ?  If  God  plant,  and  fence,  and  water  you  by  providence, 
fure  he  looks  you'lbould  bring  forth  fruit,  Ifa.  v.  i,  2,  3,  4.  O 
that  in  return  for  all  the  benefits  of  providence,  you  would  fay  to 
God,  as  grateful  Elifha  faid  to  the  Shunamite,  Behold,  thou  haft 
been  careful  for  u?  with  all  this  care,  what  is  to  be  done  for  thee  ? 
1  Kings  iv.  13.  and  with  David,  Pfalm.  cxvi.  12.  "  What  (hall  I 
««  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  towards  me  ?"  He  is 
ever  doing  you  good  ;  be  you  always  abounding  in  his  work.  His 
providence  ftands  by  you  in  you^  greateft  diftrefles  and  dangers ; 
do  not  you  flinch  from  God,  when  his  fervice  and  your  duty  is 
compa0ed  about  with  difficulties.  O  be  active  for  that  God,  who 
is  afting  every  moment  for  you. 

Fourth  Corollary. 

Doth  God  perform  all  things  for  his  people  ?  Do  not  difiru/l  him  then^ 
4U  often  as  new  or  great  difficulties  artfe.  Why  (hould  you  think  he 
that  hath  done  fo  many  things  for  you,  will  now  do  no  more  ? 
Surely,  the  Lord's  hand  is  not  fhortened  that  it  cannot  fave^  nor 
bis  ear  heavy  that  it  cannot  hear;  if  any  thing  put  a  ftop  to  his  mer* 
cy,  it  b  your  iniquities,  your  diftruft  and  infidelityb  Ifa.  lix.  i. 
<<  How  long  will  it  be  ere  you  believe  him  i"  If  a  thoufand  and 
ten  thoufand  of  trials  and  experiences  of  his  tender  care,  Eiithful- 
Befs,  and  love,  will  cure  this  diftemper  in  you,  you  have  them  at 
h^iid  to  do  it.    If  the  fre<juent  confutations  of  this  your  diftruftj 
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hy  the  uoexpeded  breakings  out  of  mercy  for  yott  under  like  dif- 
couragedients,  will  cure  it,  look  back,  and  you  may  fee  them. 
Certainly  you  have  been  often  forced  by  providence  with  fliame 
and  repentance  to  retraA  your  ra(h  cenfures  of  his  care  ;  and  jA 
will  you  fall  into  the  fame  diftemper  again  i  Oh  !  that  you  would 
-once  learn  this  great  truth,  That  no  man  ever  wanted  that  mercy, . 
which  he  wanted  not  an  heart  to  truft  and  wait  quietly  upon  God 
for.  Tou  never  yet  fought  God  in  vain,  etcept  when  you  fought 
him  vainly* 

Fifth  Corollary. 

Doth  God  perform  all  things  for  you  ?  Then  feek  God  for  all 
by  prayer,  and  never  undertake  any  defign  without  him* :  cer- 
tainly, if  he  do  not  perform  it  for  you,  you  can  never  have  what 
you  deiire  and  labour  for :  and  though  he  have  defigned  to  per- 
form  this  or  that  mercy  for  you,  yet,  for  thefe  things  he  will  be  en- 
quired of  that  he  may  do  it  for  you,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  37.  I  reck- 
on that  buiinefs  as  good  as  done,  that  mercy  as  good  as  if  it 
were  in^hand,  that  trouble  as  good  as  over,  for  the  doing,  enjoy- 
ing, or  removing  whereof  we  have  engaged  God  by  prayer.  It  is 
our  folly  to  engage  thi»  inilrument,  or  that  for  us  to  attempt  this 
way  and  that  way  to  compafs  our  defign,  and  all  the  while  forget 
him,  upon  whofe  pleafure  all  inftruments  and  means  entirely  de- 
pend. That  which  begins  not  with  prayer  feldom  winds  up  with 
comfort*  "  The  way  of  man  is  not  in  himfelf  j"  if  it  were,  pray- 
er might  then  be  reckoned  loft  labour.  O  let  him  that  performs 
all,  be  owned  and  acknowledged  in  all  I 

Sixtb  Corollary, 

Laflly,  If  Goi  performs  all  things  for  its,  then  it  is  our  great 
interefl  and  concernment  in  all  things  td  fltidy  to  pleafe  him  upon 
nvhom  we  depend  for  all  things. 

It  is  a  grave  and  weighty  obfervationof  Chryfoflomef ;  Nothing 
(faith  he)  ihould  be  grievous  and  bitter  to  a  Chrifiian,  but  to  {»ro-. 
voke  the  difpUalnre  ot  God.  Avoid  that,  afid  no  affliAion  or 
trouble  whatever  can  cafl  down  fuch  a  prudent  foul  i  but  even  as 
a  fpark  is  eafily  extinguished  in  the  fea,  fo  will  the  favour  of  God 
extinguifh  all  thofe  troubles.  It  is  with  fuch  a  foul  (faith  he)  as 
it  was  with  the  heavens  j  we  think  the  heavens  fofier  when  they 

*  We  are  not  to  aik  counfel  of,  and  put  up  prayers  to  God  for  this  end,  that  hia 
decrees  mav,  by  this  means,  be  changed,  or  the  courfe  of  providence  ftopped ;  but 
that,  by  obeying  God's  law,  and  obferTing  the  ufnal  courfe  of  providence,  our 
wn  confcienccf.  may  be  compofed,  and  filled  with  joyful  hope. 

t  Chryfoft.  Horn,  in  2  Cor.  vii. 
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are  ovoMTpread  with  clouds,  and  the  fun  fufFers  when  it  is  ecljp(ed; 
but  there  is  no  fuch  thing,  they  fufiPer  not  when  thej  feem  to  (of- 
fer. Traf9quilkts  Deus  tranquiUat  omnia*  Every  thing  is  well,  and 
ihall  be  well,  when  all  is  well  betwixt  us  and  God.  The  great 
confblation  of  the  faints  lies  in  this,  that  all  that  concerns  them  ia 
.Ml  the  hands  of  their  bxher,  Pene  defperajfem  mji  Chriftus  effet  ca^ 
put  ecclefut.  I  had  utterly  defpaired  (^th  Luther)  had  not  Chrift 
been  head  of  the  church.  When  he  that  performs  all  things  is  our 
God,  even  our  God  that  delights  in  our  profperity,  that  rejoices  over 
us  to  do  us  good,  what  ample  fecurity  is  there  ia  the  greateft  con- 
fiifions  and  dangers  ?  When  one  told  Borromeus  that  there  were 
ibme  that  hid  wait  for  his  life,  his  anfwer  was,  An  Deus  ejl  in  mun^ 
do  pro  nihilo  ?  What !  is  God  in  the  world  for  nothing  ?  And  as  no* 
'  ^ie'was  the  reply  of  Silentiarius  in  a  Tike  cafe,  5i  Deus  mei  coram 
non  habeat,  quid  vivo  ?  If  God  take  no  care  of  me,  how  do  I  liv^ 
how  have  I  fubfifted  hitherto  ?  Though  it  feems  a  romance  to  nu^ 
ny  ((aith  a  late  grave  author*)  yet  we  mud  either  quit  the  fcripture, 
or  give  credit  to  this,  that  the  moft  infallible  rules  for  one  to  raiie 
his  fortune,  and  enfure  a  deftiny  that  can  controul  the  ftars,  are 
given  forth  there  (viz.  in  the  fcriptures)  where  that  evidently  is 
found.  Sapiens  dominabttur  aftrts,  (sf  quomodo  unufquifque  faber  po* 
teft  effe  fort$ma  fu£\,  A  good  man  may  even  be  his  own  carver*. 
O  that  we  would  but.  fleer  our  courfe  according  to  thofe  rare  poli- 
tics of  the  Bible,  thofe  divine  maxims  of  wifdom.  Fear  nothing 
but  fin.  Study  nothing  fo  much  as  how  to  pleafe  God.  Warp 
not  from  your  integrity  under  any  temptation.  Truft  God  in  the 
w^  of  your  duty.  Thefe  are  fure  rules  to  fecure  yourfelves  and 
your  intcreft,  in  all  the  viciffitudes  of  this  life. 

My  laft  work  will  be  to  ftate  three  or  four  pra^cal  cafes  a- 
bout  this  fubjefl:,  and  fo  I  ihall  (hut  up  this  difcourfe  of  provi-* 
dence. 

Firjl  Cafe. 

Hosv  may  a  ChriJIian  difcover  the  will  of  God,  and  his  ovtn  duijf 
under  dark  and  doubtful  providences  ? 

In  order  to  the  clearing  of  this  cafe  we  are  to  confider  what  is 
meant  by  the  will  pf  God ;  what  by  thofe  doubtful  providences 
that  make  the  difcovery  of  his  will  difficult,  and  what  rules  are  to 
be  obferved  for  the  clearing  up  of  God*s  will  to  ourfelves,  under 
ftrch  difficult  and  puzzling  providences. 

As  to  the  will  of  God,  it  falls  under  a  twofold  confideration, 

■i  !■  I.I.I.  < 

•  Author  of  the  Fulfilling  of  Scripture,  part.  %.  p.  aa^. 
f  The  fcriptures  ihew  how  a  trsly  wife  m^tfi  may  govern  the  ftars,  aad  be  tbA 
srdiiteA  of  lus  own  fortune. 
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to  wit,  of  hh/ecrei  and  revealed  will.  This  diftinAiOn  is  found  hi 
that  fcrfpture,  Deut.  xxix.  29.  <*  The  fccret  things  beiongninto 
•«  the  Lord  our  God,  but  thofe  things  which  arc  revealed  belong 
^  unto  US}"  &c.  The  firft  is  the  rule  6i  his  own  actons ;  the  lat- 
ter of  ours  :  and  this  only  is  concerned  in  the  qusre. 

This  revealed  will  of  God  is  cither  manife(i:cd  to  us  in  ht^  w(fri^ 
or  in  his  ^vorks.  The  former  is  his  commanding  will,  the  latter  hi^ 
effiEi'tng  or  permitting  will,  the  one  verfant  ^bout  good,  the  other 
about  evil.  , 

In  thefe  ways  God  manifefts  his  will  to  men,  but  yet  with  great 
variety  and  difference,  both  as  to  the  things  revealed,  the  peiibn^ 
to  whom  he  reveals  them,  and  the  degrees  of  cleameis  in  wbidt 
they  are  revealed. 

1.  As  to  the  things  revealed,  there  is  great  difference :  fer  the 
great  and  necefTary  duties  of  religion  are  revealed  to  ns  in  the 
word,  with  great  perfpicuity  and  evidence ;  about  thefe  there  can 
be  no  hefitation ;  but  things  of  a  lower  nature,  and  lefler  concem^ 
are  left  more  obfcure. 

2.  As  to  the  perfons  to  whom  God  reveab  his  will,  there  is 
great  difference  \  fome  are  ftrong  men,  others  babes,  i  Cor.  iii. 
1.  Some  have  fenfes  exercifed,  others  are  of  weak  and  dull  un- 
derffanding,  and  we  know  every  thing  is  received  according  to  the 
ability,  and  meafure,  of  the  perfon  receiving  it.  Hence  it  is,  that 
cme  man's  way  is  very  plain  before  him,  he  knows  what  he  oi:^;ht 
to  do }  the  other  is  ever  and  anon  at  a  lofs,  bivions  and  uncertson 
what  to  do. 

3.  The  manner  of  God's  revealing  hb  will  to  men  isalfb  very 
different.  Some  have  had  fpecial,  peribnal,  and  peculiar  difoo- 
veries  of  it  made  to  them.  So  had  Samuel  about  the  choice  of 
the  perfon  whom  he  (hould  anoint  king,  i  Sam*  ix.  15.  And 
lb  had  David,  i  Sam.  xxiii.  2,  4,  9,  10,  11,  I2,  where  yoa 
find  upon  his  enquiry  of  God  (likely  by  the  Urim  and  Thummim) 
God  told  him  what  was  his  duty,  as  to  that  expedition,  and  what 
would  be  the  event  of  it. 

£ut  now,  all  are  tied  up  to  the  ordinary  landing  rule  of  t&e 
written  word,  and  mufl  not  expeA  any  fuch  extraordinary  reve- 
lations from  God.  The  way  we  now  have  to  know  the  wiU  of 
God  concerning  us  in  difficult  cafes,  is  to  fearch  and  ffudy  the 
icriptures,  and  where  we  find  no  particular  rule  to  guide  as  in 
this,  or  that  particular  cafe,  there  we  are  to  apply  general  rale$9 
and  govern  ourfclves  according  to  the  analogy,  and  pn^x)ition 
they  bear  towards  each  other. 

But  now  it  ofcen  &lls  out,  that,  in  fuch  doubtful  cafes,  we  are 
entangled  in  our  own  thoughts,  and  put  to  a  lois  what  courfe  to 
take.     We  pray  with  David,  that  God  would  make  his'way plam 
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before  us,  t^falm  v.  8.  Afraid  we  are  of  difpleaiing  God>  and  yet 
doobtiiil  we  may  do  fo;  whether  we  refolve  this  way,  or  that. 
And  this  comes  to  pais  not  only  through  the  difficulty  of  the  cafe, 
but  from  our  own  ignorance  and  inadvertency :  and  very  frequent- 
ly from  thofe  providences  that  lie  before  us,  wherein  God  feems  to 
hint  his  mind  to  us  this  way  or  that,  and  whether  we  may  fafely 
guide  ourfelves  by  thofe  intimations  of  providence,  is  doubtful 
to  us. 

That  God  doth  give  men  fecret  hints  and  intimations  of  his  will 
by  his  providence,  cannot  be  doubted ; ,  but  yet  providences  in 
themfelves,  are  no  ftable  rule  of  duty,  nor  fuffident  difcovery  of 
the  will  of  God.  We  may  fay  of  them,  as  it  is.  Job  xxiii.  8,  p. 
«  Behold,  I  go  forward,  but  he  is  not  there  i  and  backward,  but 
«<  I  cannot  perceive  him :  on  the  left  hand  where  he  doth  work, 
«<  but  I  cannot  behold  him :  he  hideth  himfelf  on  the  right  hand, 
"  that  I  cannot  fee  bim.'^ 

If  providence  ^in  itfelf  be  allowed  to  be  a  fuffident  difcovery  of 
God^s  will  to  us,  then  we  (ball  be  forced  oftentimes  to  juftify  and 
condemn  the  fame  caufe  or  perfon,  forafmuch  as  there  is  one  event 
havens  to  all  $  and  as  it  falls  out  to  the  good,  fo  to  the  wicked, 
£cd.  ix.  2.  Befide,  if  providence  ^lone  were  the  rule  to  judge 
any  a£tion  or  defign  by,  then  a  wicked  undertaking  would  ceafe 
to  be  fo,  if  it  fhould  fucceed  well:  but  fin  is  fin  flill,  and  duty  is 
dtity  itill,  whatever  the  events  and  iiTues  of  rither  be* 

3*  The  fafeft  way  therefore  to  make  ufe  of  providence,  in  fuch 
cafes,  is  to  confider  them  as  they  follow  the  commands  or  promifes 
of  the  word,  and  not  fingly  and  feparately  in  themfelves.  If  you 
fearch  the  fcriptures  with  an  indifferent  and  unbiafled  fpirit,  in  a 
doubtful  cafe,  pray  for  counfel  and  diredion  from  the  Lord,  attend 
to  the  diAates  of  confcitoce  :  when  you  have  done  all,  and  fhall 
find  the  providences  of  God  falling  out  agreeably  to  the  diAates 
of  your  own  confcience,  and  the  ht(t  light  you  can  find  in  the  word, 
you  may,  in  fuch  cafes,  make  ufe  of  it  as  an  encouragement  to 
you,  in  the  way  of  your  duty :  but  the  moil  fignal  demonftrations 
of  providence  are  not  to  be  accepted  againft  a  Scripture-rule  \  no 
fmiles  or  fuccefles  of  providence  may,  in  this  cafe,  encourage  us  to 
pit)ceed ;  and,  on  the  other  fide,  no  frowns  or  difcouragements  of 
providence  fhould  difliearten  us  in  the  way  of  our  duty,  how  many 
foever  we  Ihould  encounter  therein.  Holy  Job  could  not  find  the 
meanii^  of  God  in  his  works,  yet  would  he  not  <«  go  back  from  the 
<«  commandment  of  his  lips,"  Job  xziii..  9.  The  like  refolution 
yon  find  in  David,  to  proceed  in  his  duty,  and  cleave  to  the  word, 
how  many  ftumbling^biocks  foever  providence  fiiould  permit  to  be 
laid  in  his  way*    «<  I  am  become  (faith  be)  lik&  a  bottle  in  the 

V0L.IV.  3  O 
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««  fmokc,  (not  only  blackt,  but  withered  up  by  troubles)  yet  do  I 
•^  not  forget  thy  ftatutes,'*  PfaL  cxix.  83.  and  again,  vcr.  87. 
<'  They  had  almoft  confumed  me  upon  earth  :  but  I  foriook  not 
«*  thy  precepts.'* 

Paul,  by  the  direftion  of  the  Spirit,  was  engaged  to  go  to  Je- 
rufalem,  Afls  xx.  22.  After  a  clear  revelation  of  the  mind  of 
God  to  him  in  that  matter,  how  many  difficult  and  difcouraging 
providences  befel  him  in  his  way  ?  The  dijciples  of  Tyre  faid  to 
him  hy  the  Spirit,  (though  in  that  they  followed  their  own  fpirits) 
<<  that  he  ihould  not  go  to  Jerufalem,"  A£ls  xxi.  4. 

Then  at  Cadarea  tie  met  Agabus,  a  prophet,  who  told  him  what 
fliould  befal  him  when  he  came  thither,  chap.  xxi.  10,  11.  AIL 
this  will  not  diifuade  him.  And  after  all  this,  how  paffionate]y 
do  the  brethren  befe^ch  him  to  decline  that  journey  /  ver  12,  13. 
yet  knowing  bis  rule,  and  refolving  to  be  £uthful  to  it,  he  puts 
by  all,  and  proceeds  on  in  his  journey. 

Well  then,  providence,  in  concurrence  with  the  word}  may 
give  fome  encouragement  to  us  in  our  way ;  but  no  teftimony  ol 
providence  is  to  be  accepted  againft  the  w(»*d.  If  fcripture  and 
confcience  tell  you,  fuch  a  way  is  iinful,  you  may  not  venture  up- 
on it,  how  many  opportunities  and  encouragements  fbever  peon' 
dence  may  fuffer  to  offer  themfelves  to  you,  for  they  are  only  per- 
mitted for  your  trial,  not  your  encouragement:  .  Take  this  there- 
fore for  a  fure  rule,  That  no  providence  can  legitimate  or  juffify 
any  moral  evil.  Nor  will  it  be  a  plea  before  God  for  any  man  to 
fay,  the  providence  of  God  gave  me  encouragement  to  do  it» 
though  the  word  gave  me  none.  If,  therefore,  in  doubtful  cafes, 
you  would  diicover  God's  will,  govern  yourfelves  in  -your  fearch 
after  it  by  thefe  rules. 

1.  Get  the  true  fear  of  God  upon  your  hearts;  be  really  afraid 
of  offending  him  ;  God  will  not  hide  his  mind  from  fuch  a  foul, 
Pfal.  XXV.  14.  <<  The  fecret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear 
<'  him,  and  he  will  (hew  them  his  covenant.** 

2.  Study  the  nvord  more,  and  the  concerns  and  interefis  of  the 
world  lefs^  The  word  is  a  light  to  your  feet,  PfaL  cxix*  loj.  !•  e. 
it  hath  a  difcovering  and  dire£Hve  ufefulnefs  as  to  all  the  duties  to 
be  done  and  dangers  to  be  avoided  :  It  is  the  great  oracle  a^t  which 
you  are  to  enquire.  Treafure  up  its  rules  in  your  hearts,  and  you 
will  walk  fafcly,  Pfal.  cxix.  11.  «  Thy  word  have  I  hid  in  my 
^  heart,  that  I  might  not  fin  againft  thee." 

3.  Reduce  what  you  know  into  prance,  and  you  (hall  know 
what  is  your  duty  to  prai^ife,  John  vii.  17.  "If  any  man  do  his- 
*<  will,  he  (hall  know  of  the  doftrine."  Pfal.  cxi.  10.  «  A  good 
"  underftandjng  have  all  they  that  do  his  commandments.*' 

4.  Pray  for  illumination  and  dure^on  in  the  way  that  you 
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fhould  go;  beg  the  Lord  to  guide  you  in  ftraits,  and  that  he  would 
iiot  fuffir  you  to  fall  into  (in.  This  was  the  holy  pra(ttice  of 
Ezra,  cnap.  viii.  21.  "  Then  I  proclaimed  a  faft  there  at  the  river 
*<  Ahava,  that  we  might  afflift  ourfelves  before  our  God,  to  feek 
^*  of  him  a  right  way  for  us>  and  for  our  little  ones,  and  for  all 
**  our  fubftance," 

5  And  this  being  done,  follow  providence  fo  far  as  it  agrees 
with  the  word,  and  no  farther.  There  is  no  ufe  to  be  made  of 
providence  againft  the  Word,  but  in  fubferviency  to  it.  And  there 
arc  two  excellent  ufes  of  providence  in  fubferviency  to  the  word^ 
(i.)  Providences,  as  they  follow  promifes  and  prayer,  are  evi- 
dences of  God's  faithfulnefs  in  their  acccomplilhment.  When  Da- 
vid languilhed  under  a  difeafe,  and  his  enemies  began  to  triumph 
in  the  hopes  of  his  downfal,  he  prays,  Pfal.  xU.  10.  That  God 
would  be  merciful  to  him,  and  raife  him  up ,  and  by  that,  he  faith 
*«  He  knew  the  Lord  favoured  him,  becaufe  his  enemy  did  not 
M  triumph  over  him,"  ver.  1 1 .  This  providence  he  looked  upon 
as  a  token  for  good,  as  elfewhere  he  calls  it^  Pfal.  Ixxxvi.  17. 
And,  (2.)  Providences  give  us  loud  calls  to  thofe  duties  which  the 
command  lays  upon  iis,  and  tells  us  when  we  are  aAually  and  pr&- 
fently  under  the  obligation  of  the  commands,  as  to  the  performance 
of  them.  Thus,  when  fad  providences  befal  the  church  or  our- 
felves, they  call  us  to  humiliation,  and  let  us  know  that  then  the 
command  to  humble  ourfelves  at  the  feet  of  God  is  in  force  upon 
us,  Micah  vi.  9.  "  The  Lord's  voice  crieth  to  the  city,  and  the 
"  man  of  wifdom  (hall  fee  thy  name;  hear  the  rod,  and  who  hath 
"  appointed  it."'  The  rod  hath  a  voice ;  and  what  doth  it  fpeak? 
Why,  now  is  the  time  to  humble  yourfelves  under  the  mighty 
hand  of  God  :  This  is  the  day  of  trouble  in  which  God  hath  bid 
you  to  call  upon  him.  And,  contrariwt/e,  when  comfortable  pro- 
vidences refrefh  us,  it  now  informs  us  this  is  the  time  to  rejoice  in 
God  according  to  the  rule,  Eccl.  vii.  14.  "  In  the  day  of  prof- ^ 
««  perity  be  joyful."  The'fe  precepts  bind  always^  but  not  to  j/-  , 
ivayj^.  It  is  our  duty  therefore,  and  our  wifdom  to  diftinguifh 
feafons,  and  know  the  proper  duties  of  every  feafon  :  and  provi- 
dence is  an  index  that  points  them  out  to  us.  Thus  of  the  firft 
cafe. 

Second  Cafe* 

How  may  a  Chrtftian  hefupported  in  waiting  upon  God,  whilftprO' 
vidence  delays  the  performance  of  the  mercies  to  him  for  which  he  hath 
long  prayed  and  waited? 

•  Pract^ta  affirmatha  obligaiii  fimfn'^  $um  ad/tmptr.  Affim&ativ^  prcccpti  alwsTfS 
bind,  but  always  in  proper  drcumiUncea. 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


4^^  Dtvine  Condu3,  or. 

Two  things  are  fuppofed  in  this  cafe. 
I.  That  providence  ipay  linger  and  delay  the  performance  of  thofe 

mercies  to  us  tliat  we  have  lonff  waited  and  prayed  for. 
IL  That  during  that  delay  and  fufpenfion,  oiir  hearts  and  hopes 

may  be  very  low,  and  ready  to  fail* 

t.  Providence  may  long  delay  the  performance  of  thofe  merdei 
we  have  prayed  and  waited  upon  God  for* 

For  the  right  underftanding  of  this,  know  th^  there  b  a  two* 
fold  term  or  ieafon  fixed  for  the  performance  of  mercy  to  us.  One 
foy  the  Lord  our  God,  in  whofe  hand  times  and  feafons  are,  Afh 
i.  7*'  Another  by  ourfelves,  who  raife  up  our  own  expedations  of 
mercies  fometimes  merely  through  the  eagernefs  of  our  defires  af- 
ter them«  and  fometimes  upon  uncertain,  conjeAural  grounds  and 
appearances  of  encouragement  that  lie  before  us. 

Now,  nothing  can  be  more  precife,  certain,  and  pun£hial,  than 
is  the  performance  of  mercy  at  the  time  and  feafon  which  God  badi 
appointed,  how  long  focver  it  be,  or  how  many  obfVades  (bever  lie 
in  the  way  of  it.  There  was  a  time  prefixed  by  God  himfelf  for 
the  performance  of  that  promife  of  IfraeFs  deliverance  out  of  E- 
gypt :  and  it  is  faid,  Exod.  xii.  41.  '<  At  the  end  of  the  four  hnn- 
•«  dred  and  thirty  years,  even  the  felf  fame  day,  it  came  to  pafs, 
«  that  all  tht  hoft  of  the  Lord  wept  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt." 
Compare  this  with  Acls  vii.  17.  and  there  you  have  the  ground 
and  reafon  why  their  deliverance  was  not,  nor  could  be  delayed  one 
day  longer,  beca^ife/^^  time  oftbeprvmifew^  now  come.  Proroifcs, 
like  a  pregnant  woman^  mufi:  accomplifh  their  appointed  months, 
and  when  they  have  fo  done,  providence  will  midwife  the  mercies 
they  go  big  withal  into  the  world|  4nd  pot  one  of  them  fliall  mif- 

carry- 

But  for  the  feafons  which  are  of  our  own  fixing  and  appointment  2S 
God  is  not  tied  to  them,  fb  his  providences  are  not  governed  bf 
them :  And  hence  are  our  difappointmtnts*  <<  We  looked  for 
"  peace,  but  no  good  c^me;  for  a  tim^  of  health,  and  bcbcU 
«<  trouble,"  Jer.  viii.  15.  And  hereupon  is  it  that  wc  fret  at  the 
delays  of  providence,  and  fufpe^l  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  in  their 
performance.  «  But  his  thoughts  are  not  our  thoughts,"  Ifa.  Iv. 
8.  *^  The  Lord  is  not  flack  concembg  his  promife,  as  men  count 
(<  flacl^nefs,"  2  Pet,  iii.  9.  It  is  ilacknefs  if  you  reckon  by  our 
own  rule  and  meafure  \  but  it  is  not  fo  if  you  reckon  and  count  it 
by  God's.  The  Lord  doth  not  compute  and  reckon  his  feafons  of 
working  by  our  flrWmrfiV.  You  have  both  thefe  rules  comparcdi 
and  the  ground  of  our  miftake  detected  in  that  fcripture.  Flab,  ii- 
3.  "  The  \irion  is  yet  for  an  appointed  time,  but  at  the  end  it  fhall 
*<  (peak,  and  not  lie :  Though  it  tarry,  wait  for  it,  becanfe  it  will 
•«  nirely  ccme,  it  will  not  tarry." 
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God  appoints  the  time :  When  that  appobted  time  is  come  the 
expeAed  mercies  will  not  fail :  But  in  the  mean  timei  <<  thouffh  it 
"  tany,  (faith  the  prophet)  wait  for  it,  fiw  it  will  not  tarry."  Tar- 
ry, and  not  tarry,  how  (hall  this  be  reconciled  ?  The  meaning  ]S» 
it  may  tarry  much  beyond  your  expeAation,  but  i!iot  a  moment  be- 
yond God^s  appointment. 

2.  During  this  deUy  of  providence,  the  hearts  and  hopes  of  the 
people  of  God  may  be  very  low,  and  much  diicouraged.  Thia  is 
too  plain  from  what  the  fcriptures  have  recorded  of  others,  and 
every  one  of  us  may  find  in  our  own  experiences.  We  have  an 
inftance  of  this  in  Ifa.  xlix.  13,  14.  in  the  13  vcr.  you  have  God'a 
faithful  promiie,  that  he  <<  will  comfort  his  people,  and  have  mer» 
*<  cy  upon  his  afiiiAed."  Enough^  one  would  think,  to  rsufe  and 
cooofort  their  hearts.  But  the  mercy  promifed  was  long  in  coming  | 
they  waited  from  year  to  year,  and  flill  the  burthen  prefied  thenif 
and  was  not  removed.  And  therefore,  ver.  14.  <<  Zion  fsud.  The 
*<  Lord  hath  forfaken  me,  and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten  me :"  q.  d. 
It  is  in  vain  to  look  for  fucU  a  mercy,  God  bath  no  regard  to  us, 
we  are  out  of  his  heart  and  mind,  he  neither  cares  for  us,  nor 
minds  what  becomes  of  us. 

So  it  was  with  David,  after  God  had  made  him  fucha  promiie» 
and  in  the  time  thereof  fo  faithfully  performed  it,  that  never  was 
mercy  better  fecured  toany  man  *,  for  they  are  called,  <<the  furemer- 
«*  cies  of  David,'*  Ifa.  Iv.  3  yet  jprovidence  delayed  the  accom- 
pliOiment  of  them  fo  long,  and  fiifiered  fuch  difficulties  to  inter- 
vene,that  henotonlydefpairs  to  fee  the  aiccomplUhmentof  thefn,but 
even  concludes  God  had  forgotten  them  too,  Pfalm  xiii.  i  •  '<  How 
«  long  wilt  thou  forget  me,  O  Lord,  for  ever  ?"  And  what  he 
fpeaks  here,  by  way  of  queftion,  he  elfewhere  turns  into  a  pofitive 
conclufion,  Pfalm  xvi,  11.  «  All  men  are  liars:  I  (hall  one 
«  day  periih  by  the  hand  of  Saul."  And  the  caufes  of  thefe  dei^ 
pondencies  and  finkings  of  heart,  are  partly  from  ourielves,  and 
partlv  from  Satan.  If  we  duly  examiue  our  own  hearts  about  it» 
we  inall  find  that  thefe  finkings  of  heart  are, 

1.  The  immediate  elSeAs  of  unbelief.  We  do  not  depend  and 
rely  upon  the  word  with  that  fuU  truft  and  confidence  that  are  due 
to  the  infallible  word  of  a  fiiithfiil  and  unchangeable  God.  You 
may  fee  the  nt>und  of  this  faintneis  in  that  (cripture,  Pfalm  xxvii* 
13.  <<  I  had^nted  unlefs  1  had  believed."  Faith  is  the  only  cor- 
dial thsft  relieves  the  heart  againft  thefe  funtings  and  defponden- 
cies ;  where  this  is  wanting,  or  is  weak,  no  wonder  our  hearts  fink 
7X  this  rate,  when  difcouragements  are  before  us. 

2.  Our  judging  and  meafurlng  tlungs  by  the  rules  of  fenfe  \  this 
is  a  great  caufe  of  our  difcouragements.  We  conclude,  according 
to  the  appearances  of  things  will  be  their  ifiTues.    If  Abraham 
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had  done  fd  in  that  great  trial  of  his  faith,  he  had  certainly  loft 
his  footing  ^  <*  but  againft  hope/'  i.  e.  againft  natural  probability, 
*«  he  believed  in  hope,  giving  glory  to  God,"  Rom*  iv.  i8.  If 
*  Paul  had  done  fo,  he  had  fainted  under  his  trials,  2  Cor.  iv.  i6, 
18.  "  We  faint  not,  (Oiith  he)  whilft  we  look  not  at  the  things 
«  that  are  feen  :**  q.  d.  That  which  keeps  up  our  fpirits  in  our  k>ok- 
ing  off  ftom  things  prefent  and  vifible,  and  meafuriqg  all  by  anc^ 
ther  rule,  viz.  The  power  and  fidelity  of  God  fiimly  engaged  in 
the  promifes. 

3.  In  all  theie  things  Satan  manages  a  defign  upon  us.  Hence 
he  takes  occafion  to  fuggeft  hard  thoughts  of  God,  and  to  beat  off 
t>ttr  foub  from  all  confidence  in  him,  and  expeAations  from  him* 
He  is  the  great  make-bate  betwixt  God  and  the  faints.  He  re- 
(ports  the  difficulties  and  fears  that  are  in  our  ways  with^  advan- 
tage, and  labours  to  weaken  our  hands  and  difcourage  oar  hearts 
fn  waiting  upon  God.  And  thefe  fuggeflions  gain  the  more  qne^ 
^itwith  us  becaufe  they  are  confirmed  and  attefted  by  fenfe  and 
feeKilg. 

Bat  here  is  a  delperate  defign  carrying  on  under  very  plaufibte 
pretences  againft  our  fouls.  It  concerns  us  to  be  watchfiil  nowj 
^d  maintain  our  faith  and  hope  in  God.  How  blefled  b  he  that 
can  ^fign  all  to  God,  and  quietly  wait  for  his  falvation.  To  af^ 
fifl  the  foul  in  this  difficulty,  I  (hall  offer  fome  fiuther  help,  be- 
fide  what  hath  been  formally  given  under  xhtjirfl  tatUion^  in  the 
following  confiderations. 

Firfi  Confideratum* 

Though  providence  do  not  yet  perform  the  mercies  you  Wait  for» 
yet  you  have  no  ground  to  entertain  hard  thoughts  of  God  ;  for  it 
b  poffible  God  never  ga^ve  you  any  ground  for  your  expeAation  of 
thefe  things  from  him.  It  may  bie  you  have  no  promife  to  bottom 
your  hope  upon  ;  and  if  fo,  why  fhall  God  be  f ufpeftcd  and  difho- 
Y^oured  by  you  in  a  cafe  wherein  his  truth  ^nAfaithJuinefs  were  never 
engaged  to  you?  If  we  are  crofled  in  our  outward  concernments, 
and  fee  our  expeftations  of  profperity  dafhed  ;  if  we  fee  fuch  or 
fhch  an  outward  comfort  removed,  from  which  we  promifed  our- 
fcRes  much  \  why  muft  God  be  accufed  for  this  ?  Thefe  things  you 
promifed  yourfelves ;  but  where  did  God  promife  you  profperity 
and  the  continuartce  of  thofe  comfortable  things  to  you  ?  Proda^ 
his  promife,  and  fhew  wherein  he  hath  broken  it.  It  is  not  enough 
for  you  to  fay,  there  are  general  promifes  in  the  fcripturc,  that 
««  God  will  with-hold  no  good  thing,"  and  thefe  are  good  things 
which  providence  with-holds  from  you  \  for  that  promife,  Pfal. 
xlviii.  II.  hath  its  limitations,  it  is  exprefly  limited  to  fuch  as 
nvalh  uprightly  /  and  it  concerns  yoa  to  examine  whether  you  have 
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done  fo  befbre  you  quarrel  with  providence  for  non-performance, 
of  it.  Ah !  friend,  fearch  thbe  own  hearty  reflet  upon  thine 
own  ways  \  (eeft  thou  not  (b  many  flaws  in  thine  integrity,  fo 
many  turnings  afide  from  God,  both  in  heart  and  life^  that  may 
juftify  God  not  only  in  withholding  what  thou  looked  for,  but 
in  removing  all  that  thou  enjoyed  ?  And  befides  this  limitation  as 
to  the  objeSff  it  is  limited  (as  all  other  promifes  relating  to  exter- 
nals are)  in  the  matters  or  things  promifed  by  the  wifdom  and  will 
of  Godj  which  is  the  only  rule  by  which  they  are  meafured  Out  to 
men  in  this  worlds  i,  e.  fuch  mercies,  in  fuch  proportions  as  he  fees 
needful  and  mod  conduclble  to  your  good  \  and  thefe  given  out  ia 
fuch  times  and  feafons  as  are  of  his  own  appointment,  not  yours. 

God  never  came  under  an  abfolute^  unlimited  tie  for  outward 
comforts  to  any  of  us  ;  and  if  we  be  difappointed,  we  t^n  blame 
none  but  ourfelves.  Who  bid  us  expe£t  red,  eafe,  delight,  and 
things  of  this  kind  in  this  world  ?  He  hath  never  told  us  we  (hail 
be  rich,  healthy,  and  at  eafe  in  our  habitation^  ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, he  hath  often  told  us,  we  muft  tx^Q.  troubles  in  the  worlds 
John  xvi,  33.  And  that  <'  through  many  mbulations  we  muft 
<<  enter  into  his  kingdom,"  A^  xiv.  22.  All  that  he  (lands 
bounds  to  us  by  promife  for,  is  to  he  with  us  in  trouble^  Pfalm-zd. 
15.  to  fupply  our  real  and  abfolute  needs,  Ifa.  xli.  17.  "When 
«  the  poor  and  needy  feek  water,  and  there  is  none,  and  their 
«  tongue  faileth  for  third,  I  the  Lord  will  hear  them,  I  the  God 
«  of  Ifrael  will  not  forfake  them ;"  and  to  fanftify  all  thefe  pro- 
vidences to  our  good  at  lad,  Rom.  viii«  28.  "  All  tiungs  (hall  work 
"  together  for  good  to  them  that  love  God."  And,  as  to  all  theje 
things^  not  one  tittle  ever  did^  or  (hall  fail. 

Second  Con/ideration, 

But  if  you  fay  you  have  long  waited  upon  God  for  fpiritual  mer- 
cies to  your  fouls  according  to  the  promife,  and  dill  thofe  mercies 
are  deferred,  and  your  eyes  fail  whild  you  look  for  them  5  I  would 
defire  you  ferioufly  to  confider  of  what  kind  thofe  fpiritual  mercies  • 
are,  for  which  you  have  fo  long  waited  upon  God.  Spiritual 
mercies  are  of  two  forts :  fuch  as  belong  to  the  ejfence^  the  very 
being  of  the  new  creature,  without  jvhicii  it  mud  fail ;  or  its 
iveU-beirtg^  and  the  comfort  of  the"  inner  man  5  without  which  you 
cannot  live  fo  cheerfully  as  you  would  :  the  mercies  of  the  former 
kind  are  abfolutely  neceffary,  and  therefore  pat  into  abfolute  pro- 
mifes, as  you  fee,  Jer.  xxxii.  40.  «  And  I  will  make  an  everlading 
"  covenant  with  them,  that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them  to 
**  do  them  good,  but  I  wrill  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts  that  they 
•*  (hall  not  depart  from  m;.''  But  for  the  red  they  are  difpenfcd 
to  tb  in  fuch  meafures,  and  at  fach  feafons  as  the  Lord  fee^  fit 
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and  many  of  his  own  people  live  for  a  long  time  without  thcttt^ 
the  donation  and  continuation  of  the  Spirit  to  quicken,  fanftify,  and 
unite  us  with  Chrift,  is  neceflaiy;  but  his  joys  and  comforts  not  fo« 
A  diild  of  fight  may  walk  in  darhnefs^  Ifa.  1.  lo.  He  lives  by 
faithj  and  not  by  feeling* 

Third  Confideration, 

Tou  complain,  providence  delays  to  perform  to  you  the  mercies 
3^u  have  prayed  and  waited  for }  but  have  you  right  ends  in  your 
defires  after  thefe  mercies  ?  It  may  be  that  is  the  cafe,  you  aik  and 
svceive  not,  James  iv.  3.  The  want  of  a  good  mm  is  the  rea(bn 
why  we  want  gooAfuccefs  in  our  prayers.  It  may  be  we  pray  for 
profperity,  and  our  end  is  to  pleafe  the  flefli ;  we  look  no  higher 
than  the  pleafure  and  accommodation  of  the  flefli  i  we  beg  and 
wait  for  deliverance  from  fuch  a  trouble  and  afilifiion,  not  that 
we  might  be  the  more  expedite,  and  prepared  for  obedience,  but 
freed  of  what  is  grievous  to  us,  and  defiroys  our  pleafure  in  the 
world. 

Certainly  if  it  be  fo,  you  have  more  need  to  judge  and  condemn 
yourfelves  than  to  cenfure  and  fufpe£l  the  care  of  God. 

Fourth  Con/ideratien, 

You  wait  for  good,  and  it  comes  not ;  but  is  your  will  brought 
to  a  due  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God  about  it  ?  Certainly  God  will 
have  you  come  to  this  before  you  enjoy  your  defires.  Enjoyment 
of  your  defires  is  thetUng  that  will  pleafe  you,  but  refignatlon  of 
your  wills  is  that  which  is  pleafing  to  God :  if  your  hearts  cannot 
come  to  this,  mercies  cannot  come  to  you.  Da^id  was  made  to 
wait  long  for  the  mercy  promifed  him,  yea,  and  to  be  content 
without  it,  before  he  enjoyed  it,  Pfal.  cxxxi.  2.  He  was  bronglit 
to  bt  as  a  nveaned  childy  and  fo  muft  you. 

Fijih  Confideration* 

Tour  betters  have  waited  long  upon  God  for  mercy,  and  why 
fliould  not  you  ?  David  waited  till  his  eyes  failed,  Pfal.  Izix.  3. 
The  church  «  w^ted  for  him  in  the  way  of  his  judgments,"  Ifa. 
zxvi.  8..  Are  you  better  than  all  the  faints  that  are  gone  before 
you  ?  Is  God  more  obliged  to  you  than  to  all  his  people  ?  They 
have  quietly  waited,  and  why  fliould  not  you  ? 

Sixth  Ctmfideratum* 

Will  you  lofe  any  thing  by  patient  waiting  upon  God  for  mer- 
cies ?  Certainly,  not  at  all ;  yea,  it  will  turn  to  a  double  advantw:  to 
you  to  continue  in  a  quiet  fubmiifive  waiting  pofture  upon  God* 
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For,  (I.) Though  you  do  not  yet  enjoy  the  good  you  wait  for, yet 
ail  thb  ivhile  you  are  eicercifing  your  grace ;  and  it  is  more  excel- 
lent to  aft  grace  than  to  enjoy  comfort.  All  thifi  while  the  Lord 
is  training  you  up  in  the  exercifc  of  faith  aiid  patience,  and  bend- 
ing your  wills  in  fubmiffion  to  himfelf ;  and  what  do  you  Ipfe  by 
that  ?  Yea,  and  (2.)  Whenever  the  dclired  mercy  comes,  it  wiu 
be  fo  much  the  fweeter  to  you  :  for  look  how  much  faith  and  pray- 
er have  been  employed  to  produce  it,  how  many  wreftlings  you 
have  had  with  God  for  it,  fo  many  mof  e  degrees  of  fweetnefs  you 
will  find  in  it  when  it  comes.  O  therefore  faint  not,  how  long 
foevcr  God  delay  you. 

Seventh  ConftderatUH. 

Are  not  thofe  mercies  you  expeft  from  God  worth  the  waiting 
for?  If  not,  it  is  your  folly  to  be  troubled  for  the  want  of  them 
if  they  be,  why  do  not  you  continue  waiting  ?  is  it  not  all  that  God 
expefts  from  you,  for  the  mercies  he  beflows  upon  you,  that  you 
wait  upoa  him  for  them  ?  You  know  you  have  not  deferved  the 
leaft  of  them  at  his  hands.  You  expeft  them  not  as  a  recompence^ 
but  %  free  favour^  and  if  fo,  then  certainly  the  leaft  you  can  do  is, 
to  wait  upon  his  pleafure  for  theHn. 

Eighth  Confideration* 

Coniider  how  many  promifes  arc  made  iri  the  word  to  waiting 
fouls.  One  fcripture  calls  them  «  blefled  that  wait  for  him,^  lia. 
XXX.  18.  Another  tells  us,  <«  none  that  wait  for  him  ^all  be 
<<  afhamed,"  Pfstl.  xxv.  3.  (i.  e.)  they  (hall  not  be  finally  difap- 
pointed,  but  a^t  laft  be  partakers  of  their  hopes.  A  third  fcripture 
tells  us,  *^  they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord,  fhall  renew  their 
"  ftrcngth,"  Ifa.  xl.  31.  a  promife  you  had  need  make  much  ufe 
of  in-  (iich  a  fainting  time,  with  many  more  of  like  nature  \  and 
iball  we  faint  at  this  rate  in  the  midft  of  fo  many  cordials  as  are 
prq>ared  to  revive  us  in  thcfe  promifes  ? 

Ninth  Confideraiion. 

How  long  hath  God  waited  upon  you  when  yoo  will  comply  with 
his  commands,  come  up  to  your  engagements  and  promifes  i  You 
have  made  God  wait  long  for  your  reformation  and  obedience  \ 
and  therefore  have  no  realbn  to  think  it  much,  if  Ciod  make  you 
wait  long  for  your  confolation.  We  have  our  hon^longs,  and  hath 
not  God  his  ?  We  cry,  Pfal.  vi.  3.  «  But  thou,  O  Lord,  how  long  ? 
"  Pfal.  xiii.  1,  2.  How  long  wilt  thou  forget  me,  O  Lord,  for 
**  ever  ?  How  long  wilt  thou  hide  thy  face  from  me  ?  How  long 
«<  ihall  I  take  counfel  in  my  foul,  having  forrow  in  my  heart  daily  r 
«  How  long  fhall  mine  enemy  be  exalted  over  mc  V*  But  furelr 
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wc  fhould  not  think  thcfe  things  long,  when  wc  confidcr,  how 
leng  the  Lord  hath  exercifed  his  patience  about  us.  Wc  have 
made  him  fay,  How  long,  how  long  ?  Our  unbelief  hath  made 
him  cry,  <«  How  long  will  it  be  ere  they  believe  me  ?**  Nam.  xi?. 
II.  Our  corrupt  hearts  have  made  him  cry,  «*  How  long  flwitt 
<«  vain  thoughts  lodge  within  thee  ?'*  Jer.  iv.  14.  Our  impure 
natures  and  ways  have  made  him  cry,  "  How  long  wiU  it  be  ere 
»^  they  attain  to  innocency  ?"  Hof.  vili.  5.  If  God  wait  upon  you 
with  fo  much  .patience  for  your  duties,  well  may  you  wait  upon 
Wm  for  his  rnercies. 

^entb  Ci>tifdettKti9n. 

T  Th'w  impatience  and  infidelity  of  yours,  citprefied  m  yoff 
weanfiefe  to  wait  iny  longer,  as  k  is  «  great  evil  in  it(elf,  &  very 
probaWy  it  is  that  evil  which  obftrufls  the  way  of  yiwir  cxpefted 
xhercies :  you  might  have  your  mercies  fboner,  if  your  (pints  were 
Quieter  and  more  fubmfffive.     And  thus  of  the  fecond  cafe. 

.      Tifc.  "LUrd  Cafe, 

How  may  a  Chirflian  difcern  when  a  promidef{ce  is  fin&ffied,  md 
comes  from  the  love  of  God  to  him  ? 

There  are  two  forts,  or  kinds  of  providences  verfant  about  men 
in  this  world,  the  iflues  and  events  of  which  are  vaftly  diSerefit, 
yea,  contrary  to  each  other. 

I.  To  foine,  all  providences  are  over-ruled  and  ordered  for 
good,  according  to  that  bleflcd  promife,  Rom.  viii.  a8.  Nor  on- 
ly things  that  are  good  in  themfelves,  as  ordinances,  graces,  duties, 
and  mercies  4  but  things  that  are  evil  in  themfelves,  as  tempta- 
tions, affliAlons,  and  even  their  fins  and  corruptions  ihali  tarn, 
in  the  iflue,  to  their  advantage  and  benefit.  For  though  fin  befo 
intrinjicidly  and  formally  evil  in  its  own  nature,  that  in  itfelf  it  be 
not  capable  of  fanftification  ;  yet  out  of  this  worft  of  evils  God 
can  work  good  to  his  people ;  and  though  he  never  make  fin  the 
viflrument  of  good,  yet  his  providence  may  make  it  the  occafion 
of  good  to  his  people ;  fo  that  fpiritual  benefits  may,  by  the  wife 
over*ruling  of  providence,  be  occafioned  to  the  people  of  God 
by  it. 

And  io  for  afHi£Hofis  of  all  kinds,  the  greateft  and  Ibreft  of 
them ;  they  do  work,  by  the  influence  of  providence,  a  great  deal 
of  good  to  the  £uDts,  and  that  not  only  as  the  occafions,  but  as  the 
inftrvments  and  means  of  it,  Ua.  xxvii.  {>.  *<  By  this  fhall  the  ini- 
^  quity  of  Jacob  be  purg^,^  i.  e.  by  the  in&rumentalttyof  this 
ianaified  affliftion. 

2.  To  others  nothing  is  fanfijfied,  either  as  an  inftrament  or 
occafioa  of  any  Ijpiritual  good ;  but  as  the  worfi  things  are  order- 
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ed  to  the  benefit  of  the  faints^  fo  the  t)eft  things  wicked  men  enjc^ 
do  them  no  good.  Their  prayers  are  turned  into  (in,  P(aL  cix.  7, 
The  ordinances  arc  the  favour  of  death,.  2  Cor.  ii.  16.  The  grace 
of  God  turned  into  wantonnefs,  Jude  4.  Chrifl  himfelf  a  rock  of 
oiFence,  i'  Pet.  ii,  8.  Their  table  a  fnarc,  Pial.  Ixix.  2a.  Their 
profperity  their  ruin,  Frov.  i,  32.  As  pcrfons  arc,  fo  things  work 
for  good  or  evil,  Tit.  1.  15.  «  To  the  pure  all  things  are  pure,  but 
**  to  them  that  are  defiled,  and  unbelieving,  is  nothing  pure.**    , 

Seeing  therefore  the  events  of  providence  fall  out  fo  oppofite  to 
each  other  upon  the.  godly  and  ungodly;  everything  further? 
ing.the  .eternal  good  of  the  one,  and  the  ruin  of  the  other  j 
it  cannot;  but  be  acknowledged  a  mod  important  cafe,  ia  which 
every  foul  is  deeply  concerned,*  whether  the  providences,  under 
which  he  is,  be  fan^ified  to  him  or  not  ? 

For  the  clearing  of  which,  I  fhall  premife  two  neceiTary  confix 
derations,  and  then  fubj(Mn  the  rules  which  will  be  ufeful  for  thf 
determination  of  the  queflion. 

And  fir  ft.  Let  it  be  confidered,  that  we  cannot  know  from  the 
matter  of  the  things  before  us,  whether  they  be  fan£lified  or  un- 
fan£tified  to  us  ;  for  fo  confidered,  "  All  things  come  alike  to  all; 
<<  and  no  man  knoweth  either  love  or  hatred,  by  all  the  things 
«  that  are  before  him,"  Eccl.  ix.  i,  2.  We  cannot  undterftand 
the  mind  and  heart  of  God,  by  the  things  he  difpenfeth  with  his 
hand.  If  profperous  providences  befal  us,  we  cannot  fay,  Herein 
is  a  fure  fign  that  God  loves  me*,  for  who  have  more  of  thofe  pr^ 
vidences  than  the  people  of  his  wrath  ?  Pfal.  kxiii.  7.  "  They  have 
«  more  than  their  heart  can  wiQi.''  Sure,  that  muft  be  a  weak 
evidence  for  heaven,  which  accompanies  fo  great  a  part  of  the 
world  to  hell.  By  thefe  things  we  may  teftiiy  our  love  to  God; 
but  from  ten  thouiand  fuch  enjoyments  we  cannot  get  any  folid 
afiiirance  of  his  love  to  us. 

And  from  thefe  adverfe,  afflictive  providences  we  cannot  know 
his  hatred.  If  afflictions,  great  affliAions,  many  afflictions,  long 
continued  afflictions  fliould  fet  a  brand,  or  fix  a  character  of  God's 
hatred  upon  the  perfons  on  whom  they  fall|  where  then  (ball  we 
find  God's  people  in  the  world?  We  mu(l  then  feek  out  the  proud» 
vain,  lenfuaf  wantons  of  the  world,  who  ipend  their  days  in  plea- 
fure,  and  fay  thefe  are  the  men  whom  God  loves. 

Outward  things  are  promifcuoufly  difpenfed,  and  no  man's  ipi- 
ritual  eftate  is  difcernable  by  the  view  of  his  temporal.  When  God 
draws  the  fword^  it  may  <<  cut  off  the  righteous  as  well  as  the 
«  wicked,^  Ezek.xxi.  3. 

2.  Though  the  providences  of  God,  materially  confidered,  af- 
ford no  evidences  of  God's  love  to  us,  yet  the  matimr  in  which 
they  befal  us,  and  theeSeCls  and  fruits  they  produce  ui  us,  dodif- 
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tinguiflLtbem  very  manifeftly ;  and  by  them  we  may  dilccm  whcAcr 
they  be  fanftified  providences,  and  fruits  of  the  love  of  God,  or  not. 
But  yet  thefe  efFefts  and  fruits  of  providences,  by  which  we  difcem 
their  nature,  do  not  always  prefently  appear  \  but  time  muft  be 
allowed  for  the  foul's  exercife  under  them»  As  it  is,  Heb.  xii.  ii- 
**  Now  no  affliftion  for  tlie  prefent  feemeth  joyous,  but  grievous: 
*«  nevertheleis,  afterwards  it  yieldeth  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righ- 
**  teoufneft  unto  th^m  which  are  exercifed  thereby." 

The  benefit  of  a  providence  is  difcerned  as  that  of  a  medicine  is  j 
for  the  prefent  it  gripfes,  and  makt  s  the  ftom^chfick  and  loathing ; 
but  afterwards  we*  find  the  bf  ne6t  pf  it  in  our  recovery  of  health  and 
cheerfulncfs.  Now  the  providences  of  God  being  fomc  of  them 
comfortable,  and  others  fad  and  grievous  to  nature,  and  the  way 
to  difcern  the  fanftificatibn  and  blefling  of  them,  being  by  the 
manner  in  which  they  come,  and  their  operations  upon  our  fpirits-, 
I  fhall  confider  the  cafe  as  it  refpe^s  both  forts  of  providences,  and 
£bew  you  what  effeAs  of  our  troubles  or  comforts  will  fpeak  them 
to  be  fanftified  and  bleflied  to  us. 

AntI  firft  for  fad  and  affliftivc  providences,  ki  what  kind  or  de- 
gree foever  they  befal  us,  we  may  warrant  ably  conclude  they  are 
bleflings  to  us,  and  come  from  the  love  of  God,  when 

1,  They  come  in  a  proper  feafon,  when  we  have  need  of  them, 
either  to  prevent  fome  fin  we  are  falling  into,  or  recover  us  out  of 
a  remifs,  fupine,  and  carelefs  fran^e  of  fpirit  into  which  wc  arc 
fallen,  i  Pet.  i.  6.  "  If  need  be,  ye  are  in  heaVincfs.'*  Certainly, 
it  is  a  good  fign  that  God  defigns  your  good  by  thofe  troubles 
which  are  fo  fitted  and  wifely  ordered  to  fuit  the  opportunity.  If 
you  fee  the  hufbandpan  lopping  a  tree  in  the  proper  feafon,  it 
argues  he  aims  at  the  fruitfulnefs  and  flouriihing  of  it  \  but  to  do 
the  fame  thing  at  midfummer,  fpeaks  no  regard  to  it,  yca^  his  de- 
fign  to  defbroy  it. 

2.  When  they  are  fitted  both  for  quality  and  degree  to  work 
properly  upon  our  predominant  corruptions,  then  tJiey  look  like 
fanftified  ftrokes.  The  wifdom  of  God  is  much  feen  in  the  choice 
of  his  rods.  It  is  not  any  kind  of  trouble  that  will  work  upon,  and 
purge  every  fin  5  bijt  when  G  od  fends  fuch  affliftions,  as  like  phyfic, 
are  appropriated  to  the  difeafe  the  foul  labours  under  ;  this  fpeaks 
Divine  care  and  love.  Thus  we  may  obferve,  it  is  ufual  with  God 
to  fmite  us  in  thofe  very  comforts  which  (lole  away  too  much  of  the 
love  and  delight  of  our  fouls  from  God:  to  crofi  us  in  thofe  thinss 
from  which  we  raifed  up  too  great  expeftations  of  comfort.  Thdc 
providences  fpeak  the  jealoufy  of  God  over  us,  and  his  care  to 
prevent  far  worfe  evils  by  thefe  fad,  but  needful  fbokcs.  And  fb 
for  the  degrees  of  our  trcr.bles,  fanftified  ftrokes  are  ordjUfirily  fit- 
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tisd  by  the  wifdom  of  God  to  the  ftrength  and  aUlity  of  oor  iiir 
herent  grace,  Ifa.  xxvii.  8.  <Mn  meafure  when  it  (hooteth  forth 
«  thou  «rilt  debate  with  it :  he  ftaycth  his  rough  wind  in  the  day  of 
*^  the  eaft  wind."  It  is  an  allufion  to  a  phyiician,  who  exadUy  weighs 
and  meafures  all  the  ingredient  which  he  mingles  in  a  potion  for 
his  fick  patient  *,  that  it  may  be  proportionate  to  his  (Irength  and 
BO  more  }  and  fo  much  the  next  words  intimatei  <«  by  t,his  there- 
**  fore  ihall  the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged.** 

3.  It  is  a  good  fign  our  troubles  are  fanftified  to  us,  when  they 
turn  our  hearts  againit  fioi  and  not  againft  God.  There  be  few 
great  affliftions  which  befal  men,  but  they  make  them  quarrelTome 
and  difcontented.  Wicked  men  quarrel  with  God,  and  are  filled 
with  difcontent  againft  him.  So  the  fcripture  defcribes  them,  Rev. 
^Lvii.  9.  «  They  were  fcorched  with  great  heat,  and  blafphemed 
««  the  name  of  God,  which  hath  power  over  thefe  plagues."  But 
godly  men,  to  whom  afflictions  are  fandtified,  they  juftify  God^ 
and  fall  out  with  Cn,  they  condemn  themfelves,  and  give  glory 
to  God,  Dan.  ix.  7.  <<  O  Lord,  righteoufnefs  belongeth  unto 
<<  thee,  but  unto  us  confufion  of  faces,"  &c.  And  Lam.  iii.  39^ 
**  Wherefore  doth  a  living  man  complain,  a  man  for  the  puniih- 
^  mentof  his  ilns  !"  Happy  ^fillAions  which  make  the  foul  £ill 
out  and  quarrel  only  with  fin. 

4.  It  is  a  fure  iign  afflidling  providences  are  fanClified  when 
they  purge  the  heart  from  fin,  and  leave  both  heart  and  life  more 
pure,  heavenly,  mortified,  and  humble  than  they  found  theou 
Sanftified  affliftions  are  cleanfcrs,  they  pull  down  the  pride,  refine 
the  earthlineis,  and  purge  out  the  vanity  of  the  fpirit.  So  you 
ready  Dan.  xi.  3$.  it  purifies  and  makes  their  fouls  white :  hence 
it  is  compared  to  a  furnace,  which  feparates  the  drofs  from  the 
pure  metal,  Ifa.  xlviii.  10.  "  Behold  I  have  refined  thee,  but  not 
"  withfilver:  I  have  chofen  thee  in  the  furnace  of  affliction."  But 
for  wicked  men,  let  them  be  never  fo  long  in  the  furnace,  they 
lofe  no  drofs,  Ezek.  xxiv.  6.  How  many  Chriftians  can  bear  wit- 
nefstothis  truth!  After  fome  (harp  affliction  hath  been  upon  them^ 
how  is  the  earthlinefs  of  their  hearts  purged  !  They  fee  no  beau- 
ty, tafte  no  more  relifh  in  the  world  than  in  the  white  of  an  egg. 
Oh  how  ferious,  humble,  and  heavenly  are  they,  till  the  impref- 
fions  made  upon  th^n)  by  afflictions  be  worn  off,  and  their  deceit- 
ful  lufts  have  again  entangled  them  !  And  this  is  the  reafon  why 
we  are  fo  often  under  the  difcipline  of  the  rod.  Let  a  Chriftian 
(faith  a  late  writer)  be  but  two  or  three  years  without  an  affliction, 
and  he  is  almoft  good  for  nothing :  he  cannot  pray,  nor  meditat^, 
nor  difcourfe  '2&  he  was  wont  to  do  :  but  when  a  new'^  affliction 
comes,  now  he  can  find  his  tongue,  and  comes  to  his  knees  again, 
gad  lives  at  another  rate. 
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5.  It  k  a  good  fign  afflifting  providences  are  (anAified  to  11^ 
^hett  #e  draw  near  to  God  under  them>  and  ti^n  to  him  tbatfmuUs 
m.  A  wicked  man  under  affliction  «  revolts  more  and  more,'*' 
Ifa*  i.  5*  *^  turns  not  to  him  that  fmites  him,"  Ifa.  ix.  i  j.  bntgrow^ 
worfe  than  before ;  formality  is  turned  into  ftopidity  and  indo- 
ictice* 

*  But  if  God  afflidt  his  own  people  with  a  ia&£lified  rod,  k  awai*i 
kens  them  to  a  more  earneft  feeking  of  God ;  it  makes  them  pray 
more  frequently,  fpiritually,  and  fervently  than  ever.  When 
Paul  was  buffetted  by  Satan,  he  <<  befought  the  Lord  thrkC)** 
2  Cor.  xii.  8. 

6.  We  may  conclude  our  afHiAions  to  be  fanCltfied,  and  toctunc 
from  the  love  of  God  to  us  when  they  do  not  alienate  our  hearts 
frt>ro  God,  but  enflame  our  love  to  him.  This  is  a  fiire  rale, 
whatever  endiiin  theincreafe  of  our  lo^  to  God,  proceeds  from  the 
kive  of  God  to  us.  A  wicked  man  find^  his  heart  riiing  agatnft 
God  when  he  fmites  him  j  but  a  gracious  heart  cleaves  the  cloler 
to  him :  he  can  love,  as  well  is  juftify  an  affliAing  God.  **  All 
<<  this  is  come  upon  us  1  yet  have  we  not  forgotten  thee,  neither 
*•  have  we  dealt  fiilfely  in  thy  covenant :  our  heart  is  not  turned 
M  back,  neither  have  om*  fteps  declined  from  thy  vray :  thoagh 
«<  thou  haft  fore  broken  us  in  the  place  of  dragons,  and  coivcfed 
^  us  with  the  ftiadow  of  death,"  Pfal.  xliv.  17, 18,  19.  Here  fou 
have  a  true  account  of  the  temper  and  frame  of  a  gracious  ibul  a»* 
der  the  greateft  afiii^ons.  To  be  broim  in  the  place  of  dragons ^ 
and  covered  nvith  thejbadwo  of  deaths  imports  the  moft  difmal  ftate 
of  affliction  :  Yet  even  then  a  gracious  heart  turns  not  back,  i.  e. 
doth  not  for  all  this  abate  one  dram  of  love  to  God  :  God  is  a9 
good  and  dear  to  him  In  afflictions  as  ever. 

7.  Laftly^  We  may  call  our  affliC^ons  fandified,  when  itvitu 
teachings  accompany  them  to  our  fouls,  Pfal.  xciv.  la.  "  Blcfiedis 
«  the  man  whom  thou  chaftenefi,0  Lord,  and  teacheft  him  out  of 
««  thy  law."  Sanftified  affliftions  are  eye^falves,  they  teach  us  fen- 
fibly  and  efieClually,  when  the  Spirit  accompanies  them,  the  evil 
of  fin,  the  vanity  of  the  creature,  the  neceffity  of  fccuriog  things 
that  cannot  be  fhaken.  Never  doth  a  Chriftian  take  a  truer  oiea- 
fure  both  of  his  corruptions  and  graces  than  under  the  rod*  Now 
a  man  fees  that  filthlnefs  that  hath  been  long  contra^ing  in  proi^ 
perity,  what  intereft  the  creature  hath  in  the  heart,  how  little  lahh 
patience,  refignation,  and  felf-denial  we  can  find  when  God  calls 
us  to  the  exercife  of  them.  O  it  is  a  bMTed  fign  that  troable  is 
fandified,  which  makes  a  man  tiius  turn  in  upon  his  own  hearty 
fearch  it,  and  humble  himfelf  before  the  Lord  for  the  evib 
of  it! 

2.  In  the  next  place,  let  us  take  into  confideratton  thoie  otlser 
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providences  which  arc  conrfortablc  and  pleafant.  Sometinies  thcjr 
finile  upon  us  in  fuccedes,  profperitfy  and  the  gratification  o£  the 
deiires  of  oor  hearts.  Here  the  queftion  will  be,  how  the  fandi* 
ficatton  of thefe  providences  may  be  difcovered  to  us?  for  relbki- 
tion  to  this  matter,  I  (hall,  for  clcamcfs  fake,  lay  down  two  ibrCs  of 
rules ;  one  negative,  the  other  pofitive. 

Firfl  Negative^ 

I.  It  is  a  &gn  that  comfort  is  not  fanftified  tp  us,  which  comes 
not  ordinarily  in  the  way  of  prayer.  «<  The  wicked  boafteth  of  his 
*'  heart's  defire,  and  blefleth  the  covetous  whom  the  Lord  abhor- 
**  reth.  The  wicked  through  the  pride  of  his  countenance  will 
«<  not  fcek  after  God;  God  is  not  in  all  his  thoughts,''  PfaL  x.  3, 
4.  Here  joxx  fee  providence  may  give  men  their  bearfs  defire^  and 
yet  they  never  once  open  their  d^res  to  God  in  prayer  about  it. 
But  then  thofe  gifts  of  providence  are  only  fiich  as  are  beftowed  on 
the  worft  *of  men,  and  are  not  the  fruits  of  love. 

a.  Whatever  fuccefs,  profpcrity,  or  comfort  men  acquire  by 
finhil  me^umSi  and  indireft  courfes,  are  not  fanAified  mercies  to 
them.  This  is  not  the  method  m  which  thofe  mercies  are  beftow- 
ed. «  Better  is  a  little  with  righteoufnefe  than  great  revenues 
«<  without  right,"  Prov.  xvi.  8.  Better  upon  this  account  that  it 
comes  in  God's  way,  and  with  his  bleffing,  which  never  follows  the 
way  of  fin.  God  hath  curfed  the  ways  of  fin,  and  no  bleffing  can 
follow  them. 

3,  Whatever  profperity  or  fucceis  makes  men  forget  God^  and 
caft  off  the  care  of  duty,  is  not  fan£Hfied  to  them.  It  is  unfandi- 
fied  profpcrity  which  lulls  men  afleep  into  a  deep  obKvion  of  God^ 
Deut.  xxxii.  1 3,,  1 4, 1 5 , 1 8 .  **  He  made  him  ride  on  the  high  places 
«  of  the  earth,  that  he  might  eat  the  incrcafe  of  the  fields ;  and  he 
<<  made  him  to  fuck  honey  out  of  the  rock,  and  oil  out  of  the  flin- 
«  ty  rock,  butter  out  of  kine,  and  milk  of  flieep,  fet  of  iambs, 
'*  and  rams  of  the  breed  of  BaOian,  and  goats,  with  the  fat  of 
<c  kidneys  of  wheat,  and  thou  didft  drink  the  pure  blood  of  the 
«  grape,  fint  Je&urun  waxed  fat  and  kicked :  thou  art  waxen 
«  fat,  thou  art  grown  thick,  thou  art  covered  with  fatneTs  j  then 
"  he  fbrfook  God  which  made  him,  and  lightly  efteemed  the  rock 
«  of  his  falvation.  Of  the  rock  that  begat  thee  thou  art  unmind- 
«  ful,  and  haft  forgotten  CTOd  that  formed  thee."    Rare  fumani 

fatunbus  ara.     Rarely  grateful  are  the. rich. 

4.  When  profpO'ity  is  abufed  to  fenfuality,  and  merely  ierves  as 
fbel  to  maintain  flefbly  lul^s,  it  is  not  fan£Hfied.  See  Job  xxi. 
II,  12,  13.  "  They  fend  forth  their  little  ones  like  a  flock,  and 
"  their  children  dance.  They  take  the  timbrel  and  harp,  and  re-» 
<<  joice  at  the  found  of  the  ofgan.    They  fpend  their  days  in 
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•*  wealth*  aftd  in  a  moment  go  down  to  the  grave." 

5.  It  is  a  fign  that  profperity  is  not  fanftified  to  men,  when  it 
fwells  the  heart  with  pride  and  felf-concettednefs,  Dan.  iv.  29,  30. 
*«  At  the  end  of  twelve  months  he  walked  in  the  palace  of  the 
<<  kingdom  of  Babylon.  The  king  fpake,  and  faiJ,  Is  not  this 
<<  great  Babylon  that  I  have  built  for  the  honfe  of  my  kingdom^  by 
<<  the  might  of  my  power^  and  for  the  honour  of  my  majef- 
«  ty  ?" 

6.  That  fuccefs  is  hot  fanAified  to  men  which  takes  them  oflT 
£rom  their  duty,  and  makes  them  wholly  negligent^  or  very  much 
indifpofed  to  it,  Jer.  ii.  31.  **  O  generation,  fee  the  word  of  the 
<<  Lord  ;  have  I  been  a  wildernefs  unto  Ifrael?  A  land,  of  dark- 
<«  ncfs  ?  Wherefore  fay  my  people,  We  are  lords,  wc  will  come 
*<  no  more  unto  thee  ?'* 

7.  Nor  can  wc  think  that  profperity  (an£tified,  which  wholly 
fwallows  up  the  fouls  of  men  in  their  own  enjoy mentSj  and  makes 
them  regardlefs  of  public  miferies  or  fins,  Amos  vi.  4,  5,-^.  "They 
<*  lie  upon  beds  of  ivory^  and  flretch  themfelves  upon  their  couch- 
«  es,  and  eat  the  lambs  out  of  the  flock,  and  the  calves  out  of  the 
<f  midA  of  the  ftall.  They  chant  to  the  iound  of  the  viols,  and 
«  invent  to  themfelves  inftruments  of  muiic  like  David.  They 
<«  drink  wine  in  bowls,  and  anoint  themfelves  with  the  chieiT 
«  ointments^  but  they  are  not  grieved  for  the  afflictions  of  Jo- 
«  feph-" 

But  then  pofitivdy, 

1.  Thofe  mercies  and  comforts  are  undoubtedly  fandified  to 
men,  which  humble  their  iouls  kindly  before  God  in  the  fenfe  of 
their  own  vilenefs  and  unworthinefs  of  them,  Gen.  xxxii.  lo. 
<(  And  Jacob  faid,  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  leaft  of  aO  thy  mercies,*^ 
&c. 

2.  SanAified  mercies  are  commonly  turned  into  cautions  againft 
fin,  Ezra  ix.  13.  they  are  fo  many  bands  of  rellraint  upon  the 
foul  tliat  hath  them  to  make  them  fhun  fin. 

3.  They  will  engage  a  man*a  heart  in  love  to  the  God  of  his 
mercies,  Pfal.  xviii.  i.  compared  with  the  title. 

4.  They  never  fatisfy  a  man  as  his  portion,  nor  will  the  foul  ac- 
cept all  the  profperity  in  the  world  upon  that  fcore»  Heb.  xi.  16. 
•'  Eileeming  the  reproach  of  Chriil  greater  riches  than  the  trea- 
««  fures  in  Egypt :  For  he  had  refpcft  unto  the  recompence  of  the 
«  reward." 

5.  Nor  do  they  make  men  regardlefs  of  public  fins  or  miferiesj 
Neh.  ii.  1,2,  3.  compared  with  A£h  vii.  23. 

6.  It  is  a  fure  fign  that  mercies  are  fanAified  when  they  make 
the  foul  more  expedite  and  enlarged  for  God  in  duty,  2  Chron. 
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*xvii.  li  6.  «<  Therefore  the  Lord  eftabUflied  the  kingdom  in  his 
«<  hand)  afid  all  Judah  brought  to  Jehofhaphat  prefents,  and  be 
<'  had  riches  and  honour  in  abundance.  And  his  heart  was  lifted 
•<  np  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord,^  &c* 

7.  To  conclude,  That  which  b  obtained  by  prayer,  and 'returned 
to  God  again  in  due  praife,  carries  its  own  teftimonials  with  it,  that 
it  came  from  the  love  of  God^  and  is  a  fan^tified  mercy  to  the 
Ibul.     And  lo  much  pf  thb  third  cafe. 

The  Fourth  Cafe. 

How  may  we  attain  unto  an  evennefs  andfteaiinefs  (f  fpirit  under' 
the  changes  and  contrary  ofpeBs  of  providence  upon  us  ? 
Three  things  are  fuppoied  in  this  caie. 

t.  That  providence  hath  various  and  contrary  afpefls  upon  the 
people  of  God. 

2.  That  it  is  a  common  thing  with  them  to  eicperiencc  great 
difbrders  of  fpirit  under  thofe  changes  of  providence. ' 

3*  Thatthefedirorders  may  be  (at  lesS^  in  a  great  meafure)  pre- 
ventedi  by  the  due  ufe  and  appUcation  cHF  thofe  rules  and 
helps  that  God  hath  given  us  in  fuch  cafes. 

t.  That  providence  hath  various,  yea,  contrary  afpeAs  upon 
the  people  of  God,  is  a  cafe  (b  plain,  that  it  needs  no  more  than 
the  mentioning,  to  let  it  into  all  our  underftandings.  Which' 
of  all  the  people  of  God  have  not  felt  this  truth  ?  Providence 
nogs  the  changes  all  the  world  over.  <<  He  increa(eth  the  na- 
«  tions,  and  deftroyeth  them;  he  enlan^h  the.  nations,  and 
<<  ftraiteneth  them  again,"  Job  xii.  23.  The  lame  it  doth  with 
perfons,  Pfal.  oii.  lo.  <<  Thou  hafl  lifted  me  up,  and  caft  me 
^<  down.**  See  what  a  fad  alteration  providence  made  upon  the 
chorch.  Lam.  i.  i,  la.  <<  How  doth  the  city  fit  folitary,  that  was 
<<  full  of  people  I  How  is  (he  become  as  a  widow  !  She  that  was 
^  great  among  the  nations,  and  princefs  among  the  provincesy 
«<  how  is  (be  become  tributary  I  Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that 
«<  pais  by  ?  Behold  and  fee,  if  there  be  any  forrow  like  unto  my 
<<  forrow,  which  is  ^one  unto  me,  wherewith  the  Lord  hath  af- 
<*  Aided  ftie  in  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger  T'  And  how  great  an 
inftance  was  Job  of  this  truth,  Job  xxix.  per  tot.  and  xxx.  compa- 
red ?  How  many  thoufands  have  complained  with  Naomi,  whofe 
condition  hath  been  fo  ftrongly  altered,  that  others  have  faid  as 
the  people  of  Bethlehem  did  of  her,  h  this  Naomi  ?  Ruth  i.  19, 
ao,  21. 

2.  ThHc  viciffitudes  of  providence  commonly  caufc  great  dis- 
orders of  fpirit  in  the  beft  men.  Look,  as  intenfe  heat  and  cold  try 
the  ftrength  and  foundnds  of  the  cohftitution  of  our  bodies,  fo  the 
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alterations  made  by  providence  upon  our  conditions,  try  the  ftrength 
of  our  graces ;  and  too  often  difcover  the  weakneis  and  comip- 
tion  of  holy  men.  Hezekiah  was  a  good  man ;  btityet  his  weak- 
se(s  and  corruption  was  bewrayed  hy  the  alterations  providence 
made  upon  his  conditions.  When  ficknefs  and  pains  fummoncd 
bim  to  the  gravcj  what  bitter  complaints  and  defpondencies 
are  recorded  in  Ifa.  xxxviii.  per  td.  and  when  providence  lifted 
him  up  again  into  a  profperous  condition,  what  6ftentat!on  and 
vain-glory  did  he  difcover  2.  t&»  xKxix.  2.  David  had  more 
tb;in  a^  common  ftock  of  jnherent  grace,  yet  not  enough  to 
keep  him  in  an  actual  temper  of  fpirit  under  great  alterations! 
Pfal.  .XXX.  6,  7.  ^<  In  my.  profpcrity  I  faid  I  ifaall  never  be 
«  -mov^d  'fXhou  hiddeft  rhy  face  and  I  was  troubled.**  h  is  not 
every  man  can  fay  with  Paul,  "  I  know  both  how  to  be  abafedysnd 
'  ^  I  know  how  to  abound;  every  where^  andia  all  things  I  am  in- 
**  ftru£^ed  both  fo  be  full«  and  to  be  hungry^  both  taabound  and 
<<  to  filler  need,"  l^hil.  iy«  1%.  He  i&  truly  rich  in  grace  whofe 
riches  or  poverty  neit^r  hinders  the  a&ing,  nor  impoverilbeth 
the  ftock  of  his  graces.  . 

3.  Tlio^g^  ^^  ^A  ''^^'^  ^  fiibjeA  to  fucb  dKbrders  of  heart 
undertbechapges  of  providence;  yet  thcfe  diforden  raav,  in  a 
gr^t  meafure^  be  prevented  by  the  due  application  of  inch  rules 
and  helps  as  God  hath  given  vs  in  fuch  cafes. 

Now,  thefe  be/ps  are  fuited  to  a  threefold  o/peB  of  providence 
upon  us;  via. 

I.  Comfortable.     2.  Calamitous.     3.  Doubtful. 

To  all  which  I  ihall  fpeak  particularly  and  briefly. 

How  may  we  attain  to  an  evennefe  and  fteadinefs  of  he«rt  m- 
der  the  comfortable  afjpeds  of  providence  upon  us  ? 

Under  providences  of  this  kind  the  great  danger  is,  left  At 
heart  be  lifted  up  with  pride  and  vanity,  and  fall  into  a  drowfyand 
remifs  temper :  To  prevent  this,  we  had  need  to  urge  humbling  Mid 
awakening  conftderations  upon  our  hearts ;  fuiti  are  tkefe  that  fol- 
low. 

Firfi  Conjideratitm.    . 

Thefe  gifts  of  providence  are  common  to  the  worft  of  men,  and 
are  no  fpedal  diftinguifliing  fruits  of  God's  love.  The  vileft  of 
men  have  been  filled  even  to  fatiety  with  thefe' things.  Pfal. 
Ixxiii.  7.  "  Their  eyes  ftand  out  with  fatnefs ;  they  have  more 
"  than  heart  could  wilh.'* 

Second  Confideration. 

Think  how  unftable  and  changeable  all  thefe  things  arc.  What 
you  glory  in  to-day  may  be  none  of  yours  to*monrow,  Prov.  zxiii. 
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5.  <<  Riches  make  themfelves  wings,  and  flee  away  as  an  eagle  to* 
**  wards  heaven.'*  As  the  wings  of  a  fowl  grow  out  of  the  fub. 
ftanceof  the  body^  fo  Checaufe  of  the  c]:eature':>  tl'anfitofinets  is  in 
itfelf :  it  is  fubjedted  to  vanity^  and  that  vanity,  like  wings^  carries 
it  away :  they  are  hut/adingjiowerSf  James  i.  10. 

3v5W  Gortfideration* 

The  change  of  providences  is  nerernearerto  the  people  of  God^ 
than  when  their  hearts  are  lifted  up^  or  growii  iircare  by  profperir 
ty.  Doth  Hezekiah  glory  in  his  treafures .^  The  next  news  he 
hears  is  of  an  impoverilhing  providence  at  handt  If^*  xxiix.  2^  j, 
4i  5»  <^>  7*  Others  may  be  left  to  pcrifli  in  unfan^tified  profperi- 
tji  but  you  ihallnot. 

Fourth  C^nfideration^ 

This  is  a  great  difcovcry  of  the  carnality  and  corruption  that  is 
in  thy  heart :  It  argues  an  heart  little  fet  tipon  God,  little  mortifi- 
ed td  the  world,  little  acquainted  with  the  vanity  and  enfnaring 
nature  of  thcfe  things,  Oydu  know  not  what  hearts  you  have  tiU 
iuch  providences  try  them  !  And  is  not  fuch  a  difcovery  matter  of 
deep  humiliation  ? 

Fijih  Confideration, 

Was  It  not 'better  with  yon  in  a  low  condition  than  it  is  now  ? 
RefleA  and  compare  ftate  with  (late,  and  time  with  time.  How  is 
the  frame  of  your  hearts  altered  with  the  alteration  of  your  condi- 
tion ?  So  God  complains  of  Ifrael,  Hof.  xiii  5,  6.  "  I  did  know 
«  thee  in  the'wildernefs,  the  land  of  drought  \  according  to  their  ' 
«  pafture,  fo  were  they  filled ;  they  were  filled,  and  their  heart 
«  was  exalted,  therefore  have  they  forgotten  me,  faith  the  Lord  i* 
q.  d.  You  and  I  were  better  acquainted  formerly,  when  you  were 
in  a  low  condition  \  profperity  hath  eftranged  you,  and  altered  th^  . 
cafe.  How  fad  is  it,  that  Gold's  mercies  (faould  be  the  occafion  of 
our  eftrangement  from  him  ? 

^eJHon  2. 

Upon  the  other  fide,  it  is  worth  confidmng  how  our  hearts  may 
beeftablifhedJmd  ke(5t  {{tz^yunder  calamitous  and adver/eprovidencef. 

Here  we  are  in  equal  danger  of  the  other  extreme,  viz.  def- 
pondency,  and  finking  uncfer  the  frowns  and  ftrokes  of  crofs  pro- 
vidences. Now  to  fupport  and  eftabKfli  the  heart  in  this  cafe,  take 
three  helps. 

Firfi  Conftderation. 

Firft^  Confider  that  affliftive  providences  are  of  great  ufc  to  the 
people  of  God ;  they  cannot  live  without  them.  The  earth  doth 
not  more  need  chaftening  frofts  and  mellowing  fnows,  than  our 
hearts  do  nipping  providences.     Let  the  bcft  Chriftian  be  but  ft 
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IcTT  years  without  theiHi  ^d  he  will  be  fenfible  of  the  want  of 
them ;  he  will  find  a  fad  remiffion  and  declining  upon  all  his 
jgraccs. 

Second  ConfiJeration^ 

.  No  ftroke  or  calamity  upon  the  people  of  God|  txafiparati  them 
from  Chrift.  Rom*  vUl.  35.  <^  Who  (hall  ieparate  us  from  the 
«<  love  of  Chrift  ?  Shall  tribulation?''  There  was  a  time  when 
Job  could  call  nothing  in  this  world  but  trouble  his  own :  he  cooU 
not  fay,  my  eftat«,  my  honour,  my  health,  my  children }  for  all 
thefe  were  gone  \  yet  then  he  could  fay,  my  Redeemer^  Job  xiz. 
2;.  Well  then,  there  is  no  caufe  to  fink  whilft  intereft  in  Chxift 
remains  fure  to  us. 

Third  Confideraiion. 
All  your  calamities  will  have  an  end  Ihortly.  The  longeft  day 
of  the  faint's  troubles  has  an  end ;  and  xhtxx^  no  more  trouUcs  fear 
ever.  The  troubles  of  the  wicked  will  be  to  eternity  \  but  you 
ihall  «  fuffer  but  a  while,"  i  Pet.  v.  13.  If  a  tboufand  trou-^ 
'  bles  be  appointed  for  you,  they  will  come  to  one  at  laft,  and  after 
that,  no  more  :  yea,  and  though  our  troubles  «  be  but  ior  a  mo- 
<<  ment,  yet  they  work  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
«  weight  of  glory."  Let  that  fupport  your  hearts  under  all  your 
fuflFcrings. 

^eftion  2- 

Lq/lfyt  Let  us  confider  what  may  be  ufeful  to  fupport  and  qdet 
our  hearts  under  doukfuJ  providences,  when  our  dear  concernments 
hang  in  a  doubtful  fufpenfe  before  us^  and  we  know  not  which  way 
the  providence  of  God  will  caft  and  determine  them. 

Now  the  bed  hearts  are  apt  to  grow  folicitous  and  penfive,  dS£^ 
tra&ed  with  thoughtfulnefi  about  the  event  and  ifTue.  To  relieve 
and  fettle  us  in  this  cafe,  the  following  coniiderattons  are  very 
ufeful. 

Fir/l  ConfideratioH. 

Fir/t, '  Let  us  confider  the  vanity  and  inutility  of  fuch  a  Iblici- 
tude,  Mat.  vi.  27.  "  Which  of  you  (faith  our  Lord)  by  taking 
«<  thought  can  add  one  cubit  ?**  We  may  break  our  peace,  and 
wafte  our  fpirits,  but  not  alter  the  cafe.  We  cannpt  torn  God 
out  of  his  way.  Job  xxiii.  13.  He  is  in  one  mind.  We  may,  by 
flruggling  againft  God,  increafe,  but  not  avoid  or  lighten  our 
troubles. 

Second  Confideration. 

How  often  do  we  afflid  and  torment  ourfelves  by  our  own  un- 
quiet thoughts,  when  there  is  .no  teal  caufe  or  ground  for  fb  do- 
ing ?  Ifa,  U.  13. — «  apd  haft  feared  continually  cvety  day,  becaufe 
<(  of  the  fury  of  the  oppreflbr,  as  if  he  were  ready  to  deftroy,  and 
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«  where  is  the  fury  of  the  opprcflbr?"  O  what  abundance  of  dis- 
quiet and  trouble  might  we  preventj  by  waiting  quietly  till  wc  fee 
the  i£ues  of  providence,  and  not  bringing,  as  we  do,  the  evils  of 
the  morrow  upon  the  day  ! 

Third  Confideration. 
How  great  ground  of  quietnefs  is  it  that  the  whole  diljpole  and 
management  of  all  our  affairs  and  concerns  is  in  the  haiul  of  our 
own  God  and  Father !  No  creature  can  touch  us  without  hit 
commiffion,  or  permiffion.  «  I  know  (faith  Chrift)  thou  couldft 
^  have  no  power  againft  me,  except  it  were  given  thee  from 
<<  above,"  John  xix.  11.  Neither  men  nor  devils  can  a^  any 
thing  without  God's  leave  \  and  be  fure  he  will  fign  no  order  to 
your  prejudice. 

Fourth  Confideratkn. 

How  great  fat'isfa^tion  muft  it  be  to  all  that  believe  the  Divine 
authority  of  the  fcripture,  that  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  (lands  en- 
gaged for  every  line  and  fyllable  found  therein  ?  And  how  many 
bleHed  lines  in  the  Bible  may  we  mark,  that  refpefl  even  our  out- 
ward Concerns,  and  the  happy  iflbe  of  them  all  i  Upon  theie  two 
grounds,  viz.  That  our  outward  concerns,  with  their  fteady  d»- 
reAion  to  a  blelled  end,  is  found  in  the  word ;  and  this  word  being 
of  Divine  authority,  the  faithfulnefs  and  honour  of  God  ftands 
good  for  every  tittle  that  is  found  there.  I  fay,  thcfe  are  grounds 
'  of  fuch  {lability,  that  our  minds  may  repofe  with  greateft  fecurity 
and  confidence  upon  them,  even  in  the  cloucjieft  day  of  trouble. 
Not  only  your  eternal  falvation,  but  your  temporal  interefb  are 
there  fecured.  Be  quieted  therefore  in  the  Confidence  of  a  blef- 
fed  ifliie* 

Fijih  Conftderation, 

How  great  and  fure  an  expedient  have  the  faints  ever  found  it 
to  their  own  peace,  to  commit  all  doubtful  iiTues  of  providence 
to  the  Lord,  and  devolve  ail  their  cares  upoii  him,  Prov.  xvi.  3* 
<<  Commit  thv  works  unto  the  Lord,  and  thy  thoughts  (hall  be 
«<  eftablilhed.''  By  works^  he  means  any  doubtful,  intricate,  per- 
plexing bufineis^  about  which  our  thoughts  are  racked  and  tortured. 
Roll  all  thele  upon  the  Lord  by  faith  \  leave  them  with  him,  and 
the  prefenc  immediate  benefit  you  ihall  have  by  it  (befides  the  com- 
fort in  the  laft  ifTue)  fliall  be  tranquillity  and  peace  in  your  thoughts. 
And  who  is  there  of  any  {landing  or  experience  in  religion  that 
hath  not  fotmd  it  fo. 

The  Fifth  Cafe. 

Ho^  may  a  Chrifiian  work  his  heart  into  a  reftgned  frame  unU 
the  will  of  Gods  when  fad  providences  approach  him,  and  pre/age  great 
froMes  and  affliSlions  coming  on  tovHurds  him  f 
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For  |h«  right  ftating  and  refolving  of  this  iixiportant  cafe,  it  will 
be  needful  to  Ihew,  ( i .}  What  is  not  included  and  intended  in 
the  queftion.  (2.)  V/hat  it  doth  fuppofe  and  include  in  it.  And 
hfllji  What  helps  and  dire^ioiis  are  neteilary  for  the  due  per* 
forinance  of  this  great  and  difficult  duty. 

Firft,  Negatively. 
As  to  the  firft ;  It  muft  be  premifed  that  the  queftion  doth  not 
litppofe  the  heart  or  will  of  a  Chrtl^iaa  to  be  at  his  own  command 
and  difpoie  in  this  matter :  we  cannot  reiign  it,  and  fubjefi  it  to 
the  will  of  God  whenever  we  defire  fo  to  do :  the  duty  ihdeed  ii 
ovrs,  but  the  power  by  which  alone  we  perform  it  is  Oo4's :  we 
aA  as  we  are  aded  by  the  Spirit.  It  i^  with  our  hearts^  as  widi 
meteors  hanging  in  the  air  by  the  influence  of  the  fun;  while  that 
continues^  they  abide  above ;  but  when  it  fails,  they  £ill  to  the 
earth :  we  can  do  this,  and  ail  things  elfe,  be  they  never  fb  dif- 
ficult, «  Through  Chrift  that  ftrengthcns  us,*'  Phil.  iv.  13.  But 
«  without  hiin  we  can  do  nothing,"  John  xv,  5,  He  doth  sot 
lay,  without  me  ye  can  do  but  little,  or  without  me  ye  can  do  no- 
thing but  with  great  difficulty,  or  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing 
perfe^ly ;  but  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing  at  atL  And  every 
Chriftian  hath  a  witnefs  in  his  own  breaft  to  acteft  this  truth :  For 
there  are  cafes  frequently  occurring  in  the  methods  of  providence, 
in  which,  notwithilanding  all  their  prayers  and  defires,  all  their 
reafpnings  and  ftrivbgs,  they  cannot  quiet  their  hearts  fully  in  the 
difpofe  and  will  of  God;  but,  on  the  contary,  do  find  all  their 
endeavours  in  this  matter,  to  be  but  as  the  rolling  of  a  returning 
lione  againft  the  hill.  Till  God  fay  to  the  heart,  be  ftill,  and  to 
the  will,  give  up,  nothing  can  be  done. 

Secondly,  Affirmatively. 

Next,  let  ns  confider  what  this  cafe  doth  fuppofe,  and  include 
in  it,  and  we  (hall  find, 

1.  That  it  fuppofeth  the  Jjeople  of  God  to  have  a  forefightof 
troubles  and  diftrcfTes  approaching  and  drawing  near  to  them.  I 
confefs  it  is  not  always  fo,  for  many  of  our  afflidlions,  as  well  as 
comforts,  come  by  way  of  furprizals  upon  us.  But  oftentimes  wc 
have  fore-warnings  of  troubles,  both  public  and  perfonal,  before 
we  feel  them.  As  the  weather  may  be  difccmed  by  the  face  of  the 
iky,  when  we  fee  a  morning- fky  red  and  lowring,  this  is  a  natural 
fign  of  a  foul  and  rainy  day,  Mat.  xvi.  3.  And  there  arc  as  cer- 
tain figns  of  the  times,  whereby  we  may  difcern  wJien  trouble  is 
near,  even  at  the  door.  And  thefe  fore-warnings  arc  given  by  the 
Lord  to  awaken  us  to  our  duties,  by  which  they  may  either  be  pre- 
vented, Zeph.  ii.  I,  2.  or  fandkified  and  fweetened  to  us  ^hen  they 
come.  Thcfe  ilgns  and  notices  of  approaching  troubles  are  gather- 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


The  Myhrj  tfPrwiience.  491 

<d,  partly  from  the  obfervation  and  collation  of-parallellcriptitfe* 
cafes  and  examples  ;  God  generally  holding  one  tenor  and  fteadj 
courfe  in  the  admini(lration  of  his  providences  in  all  ages,  i  Cor« 
X.  6.  Partly  from  the  refleftions  Chriftians  make  upon  the  iramef 
and  tempers  of  their  own  hearts,  which  greatly  need  awakenings 
humbling,  and  purging  providences.  For  let  a  Chriftian  be  bitf 
a  few  years  or  months  withont  a  rod,  and  how  fonnal,  earthly* 
dead,  and  vaip  will  his  heart  grow?  And  fuch  a  temper  prefagci 
affliAion  to  them  that  are  beloved  of  the  Lord,  as  really  as  the 
giving  or  fweating  of  the  ftones  doth  rain.  Lailly,  The  ordering 
and  difpofing  of  the  next  caufes,  into  a  pofture  and  preparation  for 
our  trouble,  plainly  premonKheth  us  that  trouble  is  at  the  door* 
Thus,  when  the  fymptoms  of  iicknefs  begin  to  appear  upon  our 
own  bodies,  the  wife  of  our  bofom,  or  our  children,  that  are  ai 
our  own  fouls,  providence  herein  a  walcens  our  expeiEbtions  of  death 
and  doleful  feparatbns.  So  when  enemies  combine  together,  and 
plot  the  mtn  of  our  liberties,  eftates,  or  lives,  and  God  feemetk 
to  ioofe  the  bridle  of  reftraint  upon  their  necks,  now  we  cantMSC 
bat  be  al^raed  with  the  near  approach  of  troui^es,  efpecially  when 
at  the  (ame  time  our  confciences  fhall  refleA  upon  the  abnfi:  and 
noB-improf  ement  of  thefe.our  threatened  comforts. 

2.  The  cafe  before  us  fuppofeth,  that  thefe  premonitions  and 
fore-nmners  of  affliction,  do  ufually  very  much  dtftnrb  the  order» 
and  break  the  peace  of  our  fouls ;  they  put  the  mind  under  gp*eiC 
difoompofure,  the  thoughts  under  much  diftra£lion,  and  the  a£- 
fedions  into  tumults  and  rebellion. 

Ah,  how  unwilling  are  we  to  furrender  to  the  Lord  the  loan 
which  he  lent  us  !  To  be  difquieted  by  troubles  when  at  eafo  in 
onr  enjoyments  I  How  unwelcome  are  the  mefTengers  of  affiiftioa 
to  the  beft  of  men  I  We  are  ready  to  fay  to  them,  as  the  widour 
to  Elijah,  "  What  have  I  to  Ao  with  thee,  O  man  (O  mefienger} 
'<  of  God;  art  thou  come  unto  me,  to  call  my  fin  to  remembrancet 
<«  and  to  flay  my  fon  ?"  i  Kings  xvii.  18.  And^this  anfeth  part- 
ly from  the  remains  of  comiptbn  in  the  beft  fouls  ;  for  though 
every  fanftified  perlbn  is  come  by  his  own  confent  into  the  king- 
dom, and  under  the  government  and  fceptre  of  Chrift,  and  every 
thought  of  his  heart  dejure^  and  of  right,  mud  be  fubjeAed  to 
hinl,  2  Cor.  x.  5.  jttdefaBoj  theconqueft  and  power  of  grace  is 
btit  incomplete  and  in  part,  and  natural  corruption,  like  Jeroboam 
vrith  his  vain  men,  Hfeth  up  agalnft  it,  and  caufeth  many  mutinies 
in  the  foul,  whtlfl  grace,  like  young  Abijah,  is  weak-handed  and 
cannot  refill  them.  And  partly  from  the  advantage  Satan  makes 
npon  the  feafon  to  irritate  and  affiil:  our  corruptions.  He  knows 
that  which  is  already  in  motion  is  the  more  ea(iiy  moved.  In  this 
cQfxfefien  and  hurry  of  thoughts  he  undifcernedly  fhuffles  in  his 
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temptations.  Sometimes  aggravating  the  evils  which  we  (tutf  willi 
all  the  finking  and  overwhelming  circumftanccs  imaginable ;  fome* 
times  divining  and  fore*cafling  fuch  events  and  evils»  as  (haply) 
never  fall  out.  Sometimes  repining  at  the  difpofes  of  God  as  more 
levere  to  us  than  to  others  ;  and  fometimes  rcile£ltng,  with  very 
unbelieving  and  unworthy  thoughts,  upon  the  promifes  of  God, 
and  his  fiuthfulnefs  in  them;  by  all  which  the  affliAton  is  made  to 
fink  deep  into  the  foul  before  it  a£luall7  comes.  The  thoughts  are 
fo  diforderedy  that  duty  cannot  be  duly  performed)  and  the  foul  is 
really  weakened  and  difabled  to  bear  its  trial  when  it  comes  in* 
deed.  Juft  as  if  a  man  fliould  be  kept  waking  and  reftleis  all  the 
night  with  the  thoughts  of  his  hard  joumeyi  which  he  muft  cravd 
to»morrow,  and  fo,  when  to-morrow  is  come^  he  faints  lor  wait 
of  reft)  mid-way  on  his  journey. 

3.  It  is  herefuppofed  to  be  the  Chridian's  great  duty,  under  the 
apprehenfions  of  approaching  troubles,  to  refign  his  will  to  God'si 
and  quietly  commit  the  events  and  ifTues  of  all  to  him)  whatever 
th<y  may  prove.  Thus  did  David,  in  the  like  cafe  and  circura- 
ftanceS)  2  Sam.  xv.  25,  26,  <<  And  the  king  faid  unto  Zadok, 
«  carry  back  the  ark  of  God  into  the  dty.  If  I  (hall  find  favour 
«  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  he  will  bring  me  back  again,  and  (hew 
«<  me  both  it  and  hb  habitatioa :  But  if  he  ihall  thus  fay)  I  have  no 
*'  delight  in  theC)  behold  here  ami)  let  him  do  to  me  as  feemeth 
•«  good  to  him." 

O  lovely  and  truly  Chriftian  temper  !  q.  d.  Go  Zadok,  return 
with  the  ark  to  its  placC)  though  I  have  not  ihcJymMf  yet  I  hope  I 
ihall  have  the  real  prefence  of  God  with  ftie  in  this  fad  journey : 
How  he  will  difpofe  the  events  of  this  fad  and  doubthil  providence 
I  know  not :  Either  I  fiiall  return  again  4o  Jerufalem)  or  I  {ball 
not :  If  I  dO)  then  I  ihall  fee  it  agaiU)  and  enjoy  the  Lord  m  his 
ordinances  there.  If  I  do  not,  then  I  (hall  go  to  that  place  where 
there  is  no  need  or  ufe  of  thofe  things.  And  either  way  it  will  be 
well  for  me.  I  am  content  to  refer  all  to  the  Divine  pleafure^  and 
commit  the  ifiue)  be  it  whatever  it  will  be)  to  the  Lord. 

And  til)  our  hearts  come  to  the  like  refolve,  we  can  have  do 
peace  within.  "  Commit  thy  works  unto  the  Lord,  and  thy 
«  thoughts  (hall  be  e0abli(hed,"  Prov.  x  vi.  3.  By  works  he  means 
not  only  every  enterprize  and  bufine(s  we  undertake^  but  every 
puz2ling)  intricate,  and  doubtful  event  wtfear.  Thefc  being  once 
committed  by  an  aft  of  faith,  and  our  wills  refigned  unto  h^  bc- 
fidesthe  comfort  we  (hall  have  in  the  iflue,  we  (hall  have  the  pe- 
fent  advantage  of  ,a  well-compofed  and  peaceful  fpirit. 

But  this  refignation  is  the  difiBculty ;  no  doubt  of  peace,  could 
we  once  bring  our  hearts  to  that.     And  therefore, 

4.  I  ihall  here  fubjoin  fuch  helps  and  direftions  as  nuiy^  through 
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God^s  Ud&ng  in  the  faithful  ufe  of  them^  ai&ft  and  &cUitate  tlus 
great  and  difficult  work. 

Firjl  Help. 

And  firft.  Labour  to  work  into  your  hearts  a  deep  and  fixed  fenfe  of 
the  infinite  wifdom  of  God,  and  your  oun  folly  and  ignorance.  This 
will  make  refignation  cafy  to  you :  Whatfocver  the  Lord  doth  is 
by  counfely  Eph.  i.  1 1 .  His  underftanding  is  infinite^  Pfalm  cxlvii. 
5.  His  thoughts  are  very  deep,  Pfalm  xcii.  5.  But  as  for  man, 
yea,  the  wifeft  among  men^  how  little  doth  his  uoderflanding  pe- 
netrate the  works  and  dcfigns  of  providence  ?  And  how  oft  are  we 
forced  to  retraft  our  rafli  opinions,  and  confcfs  our  miftakes,  ac- 
knowledging that  if  providence  had  not  fecn  with  better  eyes  than 
ours,  and  looked  farther  than  we  did,  we  had  precipitated  our- 
felves  into  a  thoufand  mifchiefs,  which  by  its  wifdom  and  care  we 
have  efcaped  !  It  is  well  for  us  that  t\^<tfeven  eyes  of  providence  are 
ever  awake,  and  looking  out  for  our  good.  Now  if  one  creature 
can,  and  ought  to  be  guided  and  governed  by  another  that  is  more 
wife  and  Ikilful  than  himfelf,  as  the  client  by  his  learned  counfel,  the 
patient  by  his  ikilful  phyfician,  much  more  fbould  every  creature 
give  up  his  weak  reafon  and  fhallow  underftanding  to  the  infinite 
wifdom  of  the  omnifqient  God. 

It  is  nothing  but  our  pride  and  arrogance  over-ruling  our  under- 
flandings,  that  makes  refignation  fo  hard^.  Carnal  reafon  feems 
to  itfelf  a  wife  difputant  about  the  concerns  of  the  fleOi,  but  how 
often  hath  providence  baffled  it  ?  The  more  humility,  the  more 
refignation. 

How  few  of  your  mercies  and  comforts  have  been  forefeen  by  us? 
Our  own  projects  have  come  to  nothing,  and  that  which  we  ne- 
ver thought  on,  or  contrived,  hath  taken  place  \  not  our  choice  of 
the  ground,  or  Ikill  in  weighing  and  delivering  the  howl,  but  fome 
unfbrefeen  providence,  like  a  rub  in  the  green,  was  that  which 
made  the  caft. 

Second  Help. 

Deeply  confider  the  finfulnefs  and  vanity  of  torturing  your  own 
thoughts  about  the  ijfuer  of  doubtful  providences. 

I.  There  is  much  fin  in  fo  doing;  for  all  our  anxious  and 
fblicitous  emotipns,  what  arc  they  other  than  the  immediate  iifiics 
and  fruits  of  jwide  and  unbelief  ?  There  is  not  a  greater  difcovery 
of  pride  in,  the  world  than  in  the  contetts  of  our  wills  with  the 
will  of  God.  It  is  a  prefumptuous  invading  of  God's  prerogative 
to  diftate  to  his  providence,  and  prefcribe  to  his  wifdom. 

Vol.  IV.  3R 


*  O  what  a  wife  logician  docs  human  arrogance  fcem  to  itfelf;  efpecially  wh^ 
it  as  afrud  to  k^c  «Py  of  iti  delighto  !    Tirt* 
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2.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  vanity  in  it :  all  the  thooghtfclndi 
in  the  world  will  not  make  one  hair  white  or  black  :  all  our  dif- 
contcnts  will  not  prevail  with  God  to  call  back  (or  as  the  word  may 
be  rendered)  make  void  his  word,  Ifa.  xxxi.  2.  He  is  in  one 
min^,  Job  xxiii.  15.  The  thoughts  of  his  mind  arc  from  cvcr- 
laftiag,  Pfalm  xxxiu.  1 1. 

Third  H^ip. 
Set  before  you  thofe  choice  fcrtpture-patterm  offubmiffion  to  the  LffrSi 
twf//,  in  as  deep^  yea^  much  deeper  points  offelf^enial  than  this  hefre 
you,  and  Jbame  yowrfelves  out  of  this  quarrelling  temper  tvith  proW" 
dence. 

You  know  what  a  clofc  trial  that  providence  was  to  Abraham 
that  called  him  from  his  native  country  and  father's  houfe,  to  go 
he  knew  not  whither ;  and  yet  it  is  faid  in  Ifa.  xli.  2.  He  came  to 
God's  foot,  as  readily  obeying  his  call  as  a  fervant  when  his  mat 
ter  knocks  for  him  with  his  foot. 

Paul's  voyage  to  Jerufalem  had  a  difmal  afpe£k  upon  himfelf ; 
he  could  expeft  nothing  but  bonds  and  prifons,  as  he  teHs  os,  A^ 
XX.  23.  and  a  great  trial  it  was  to  the  faints,  who^  could  not  tell 
hot*^^  to  give  lip  fuch  a  minifter,  yet  he  refigns  up  his  will  to  God's, 
Afts  XX.  22.  and  fo  do  they,  Afts  xxi.  14.  *«  The  will  of  the  Lord 
«<  be  done." 

But  far  beyond  thefe,  and  all  other  patterns,  what  an  example 
hath  our  dear  Lord  Jefus  fet  before  us  in  the  deepeft  point  of  felt 
denial  that  ever  was  in  the  world.  When  the  Father  gave  the 
cup  of  fufierings  into  his  hand  in  the  garden,  Mark  xiv.  36.  a  cup 
of  wrath,  the  wrath  of  the  great  and  terrible  God,  and  that  with- 
out mixture  ;  the  very  tafVe  whereof  put  nature  into  an  agony  and 
aftonifhment,  a  fore  amazement,  a  bloody  fweat,  and  forced  from 
him  that  vehement  and  fad  cry,  "  Father,  if  it  be  poffiUe  let  this 
"  cup  pafs  ;"  yet  ftill  with  fubmifHon, «« neverthelefs,  not  my  willf 
*<  but  thine  be  done."  O  bleffed  pattern  of  obedience  and  rc6g- 
nadon  to  the  pleafrire  of  God  !  What  is  your  cafe  to  thb  ? 

Fourth  Help. 
Study  thefingular  benefits  and  advantages  of  a  vnU  reigned  ap,  aitJ 
melted  into  the  will  of  God. 

I.  Such  a  fpirit  hath  a  continual  fabbatb  within  itfelf :  the 
thoughts  are  eftablifhed,  Prov.  xvi*  3.  And  truly,  till  a  man 
come  to  this,  he  doth  but  too  much  refemble  the  devil,  who  b  a 
reftleis  fpirit  feeking  reft;  but  finding  none* 

It  was  an  excellent  expreffion  of  Luther  to  one  that  was  much 

perplexed  in  his  fpirit  about  the  doubtfol  events  of  fome  aflSiirs  of 

his  that  were  then  depend ing»  Dominus  tua  omnia  faciat,  et  tu  niiil 

facias,  fed  fisfaibatum  Cbri/ii:  I  c  The  Lord  ihall  do  all  ibr 
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thee,  aod  thou  fhalt  do  nothing,  but  be  the  Sabbath  of  Chrift.  It 
is  by  this  me^ns  that  the  Lord  gives  bis  beloved Jteep^  Pfal.  cxxvii. 
2.  He  means  not  the  fleep  of  the  body,  but  of  the  fpu4t.  FiJeUs 
(faith  one  upon  that  place)  etfi  vitam  agant  laboriofam^  compels  ta^ 
meMj  et  tranqmllis  anitms  infidetJUentiofe  continent,  acji  dormireni: 
i.  e*  Though  believers  live  in  the  midftof  many  troubles  here^yet 
with  quiet  and  compofed  minds  they  keep  themfelves  in  the  fi- 
lence  of  faith,  as  though  they  were  aQeep. 

2,  Befides,  it  fits  a  man's  fpirit  for  communion  with  God  in  all 
his  afflictions,  and  this  alleviates  and  fweetens  them  beyond  ioj 
thing  in  the  world. 

3.  And  furely  a  man  is  never  nearer  the  mercy  he  defires,  or 
the  deliverance  he  expedb  (as  one  truly  obferves)  than  when  his 
foul  is  brought  into  a  fubmifiive  temper.  David  was  never  nearer 
the  kingdom  than  when  he  became  as  a  weaned  child. 

Fifth  Help. 

Laftly,  Think  how  repugnant  an  unfubmiffive  temper  is^  both  to  your 
frajers  and  profe/fions. 

You  pray  that  the  will  of  God  may  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in 
heaven ;  and  yet  when  it  feems  to  crofs  your  wills  or  intereib^ 
you  ftruggle  and  fret  againft  it.  You  profeis  to  have  oocnmitted 
your  fouls  to  his  keeping,  and  to  leave  your  eternal  concerns  in 
his  hands  \  and  yet  cannot  commit  thines  infinitely  lefi  valuable 
unto  him.     How  contradictory  are  thcie  things  i 

Your  profeffion,  as  Chriftians,  fpeaks  you  to  be  led  by  the  S{ririt, 
but  thb  praAice  fpeaks  you  to  follow  the  perverfe  counlels  of  your 
own  fpirits.  O  then,  regret  no  more,  difpute  no  more,  but  lie 
down  meekly  at  your  Father's  feet,  and  fay  in  all  cafes,  and  at  all 
times.  The  wil  rfthe  Lord  be  done. 

And  thus  I  have,  through  the  aid  of  providence,  .performed  what 
I  defigned  to  fpeak  from  this  fcripture.  I  acknowledge,  my  pes- 
fbrmances  have  been  accompanied  with  much  weaknefs,  yet  have 
endeavoured  to  fpeak  of  providence  thethings  thatarerigfat.  Bieiled 
be  the  Lord  whohath  thus  faraffifted  and  protected mein  this  work. 

How  providence  will  difpofeof  my  life,  liberty,and  labours  for  the 
time  to  come,  I  Jknow  not ;  but  I  cheerfully  commit  all  to  him  who 
hath  performed  all  things  for  me. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

IN  Gonfideration  of  the  great  and  manifold  advantages  refulting 
firom  an  humble  and  heedful  obfervation  of  providence,  I  can- 
not but  judge  it  the  concernment  of  Chriftians  that  have  time  and 
ability  for  (uch  a  work,  to  keep  written  memorials,  or  journals  of 
providences  by  them  for  their  own  and  others  ufe  and  benefit.  For 
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want  of  collefting  and  communicating  fuch  obfcrvationsy  not  onlf 
Ourfclves,  but  the  church  of  God  is  damnified  and  irnpovcriflicd. 
Some  fay,  the  art  o(  medicine  was  thus  acquired  and  pcrfc^: 
when  any  one  had  met  with  fome  vTiVt  ph^jftcal  herb^  and  acddcntal- 
ly  difcovercd  the  virtues  of  it,  he  would  poft  it  up  in  fbme  public 
place ;  and  fo  the  phjifician  attained  his  Ikill  by  a  collcffion  of  thofc 
pofted  experiments  and  receipts. 

I  am  not  for  pofting  up  all  that  a  Chriftian  knows  or  meets  widi 
in  his  experience,  for  (as  I  have  faid  before)  Non  eft  reli^o^  vihi  ofth 
ftia  patent.  Religion  doth  not  lay  all  open ;  but  yet  there  is  a  pru- 
dent, humble,  and  feafonable  communication  of  our  experiences 
and  obfervations  of  providence,  which  is  exceeding  beneficial  both 
to  ourfelves  and  our  brethren. 

If  Chridians  in  reading  the  fcripturcs  would  judicioufly  collcft 
and  record  the  providences  they  meet  with  there,  and  (if  dcf- 
titute  .of  other  helps)  but  add  thofethat  have  fallen  out  in  their 
own  time  and  experience ;  O  what  a  precious  treafure  would  thefc 
make  !  How  would  it  antidote  their  fouls  againft  the  fpreading 
atheifm  of  thefe  days,  and  fatisfy  them  beyond  what  many  other 
*  arguments  can  do,  that  The  Lord  he  is  God,  the  Lord  he  it  God. 

Whiift  this  work  was  under  my  hand,  I  was  both  delighted  and 
affifted  by  a  pious  and  ufeful  ejay  of  an  unknown  author*,  who 
hath  to  very  good  purpofe  ilnprovcd  many  fcripcural  parages  of 
providence,  which  fecm  to  lie  out  of  the  road  of  common  obfia*- 
vation  :  fome  paflages .  I  have  noted  out  of  it,  which  have  been 
fwcct  to  me.  And  oh,  that  Chriftians .  would  every  where  fct 
themfelves  to  fuch  worit !  Providence  carries  our  lives,  liberties, 
and  concernments  in  its  hand  every  moment.  Your  Iwread  is  in  its 
cup-board,  your  money  in  its  ptirfe,  your  fafety  in  its  enfolding 
arms  :  and  fure  it  is  the  leafl:  part  of  what  you  owe,  to  record  the 
favours  you  receive  at  l\is  hands.     More  particularly, 

I-  Truft  not  your  flippery  memories  with  fuch  a  multitude  of 
remarkable  paflages  of  providence  as  you  have  met,  and  (hall  meet 
with  in  your  way  to  heaven.  It  is  true,  Things  that  greatly  affcft 
ns,  are  not  eafily  forgotten  by  us  ;  and  yet^  how  ordinary  is  ir  for 
new  impreffions  to  raze  out  former  ones  ?  It  was  a  faying  of  that 
worthy  man,  Dr  Harris,  <  My  memory  (faid  he)  never  failed  mc 
^  in  all  my  life  ;  for,  indeed,  I  durft  never  truft  it.*  Written  me- 
morials fecure  us  againft  that  hazard  j  and  befides,  make  then 
ufeful  to  others  when  we  are  gone.  So  that  you  carry  not  away 
all  your  treafure  to  heaven  with  you,  but  leave  thefe  choice  legacies 
to  your  furviving  friends.  Certainly  it  were  not  fo  great  a  lofs,  to 
lofe  your  filver,  your  goo^s  and  chatties,  as  it  is  to  loft  yora*  ex- 

*  Mr  T.  C.  in  his  Ifagogc 
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pariences  which  God  hath,  this  way,  given  you  in  this  world. 
'  2.  Take  heed  of  clafping  up  thofe  rich  treafures  in  a  book,  and 
thinking  it  enough  to  have  noted  them  there ;  but  have  frequent 
recourfe  to  them,  as  oft  as  new  wants,  fears,  or  difficulties  ariie  and 
ailault  you.  Now,  it  is  feafonable  to  confider  and  refleA,  Was  I 
never  {o  diftrefTed  before  ?  Is  this  the  firft  plunge  that  ever  befet 
mc?  *<  Let  me  confider  the  days  of  old,  the  years  of  ancient 
««  times,**  as  Afaph  did,  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  5. 

3.  Laftly,  beware  of  flighting  former  ftraits  and  dangers  in 
comparifon  with  prefent  ones.  That  which  is  next  us,  always  ap- 
pears greatefl  to  us  :  and  as  time  removes  us  farther  and  farther 
firom  our  former  mercies  or  dangers,  fo  they  leflen  in  our  eyes, 
jufl  as  the  land  from  which  they  fail  doth  to  Teamen.  Know  that 
your  dangers  have  been  as  great,  and  your  fears  no  Jefs  formerly 
than  now.  Make  it  as  much  your  bufinefs  to  preferve  the  fenfe 
and  value,  as  the  memory  of  former  providences,  and  the  fruit 
will  be  fweet  to  you. 

V<5^  VtfS  «.tf%  t^»  Vc9i  »^^  Vtf>v  «tfS  v^^  t^^  »^  «^>  »^^  «0»  v^»  «*^  »^^  «^>  v^»  «^^  «^>  t^»  «^^  »^»  *^»  1^, 

A  faithful  and  fuccinft  Narrative  of  fomc  late  and 
wonderful  Sea-Deliverances. 


THE  PREFACE. 


IT  is  a  certain  truth,  that  religion  doth  not  cxpofc  all  to  public 
view ;  and  as  true»  that  it  doth  not  impropriate  and  conceal 
all  within  the  limits  of' a  man's  private  breaft.  To  expofe  all  would 
be  pharifaical,  and  to  conceal  all  would  be  highly  injurious  and 
uncharitable }  by  the  former  a  man  wrongs  hin^elf,  and  by  the 
latter  many  others. 

Some  works  of  providence  have  a  defignation  for  general  ufe 
and  public  good  in  the  very  nature  of  them*,  fuch  I  apprehend 
thefe  to  be,  which  are  contained  in  the  following  narratives. 

It  is  faid,  the  art  of  phyfic  was  advanced  and  perfeAed  in  this 
manner.  In  the  ruder  and  more  ignorant  ages  of  the  world,  whea 
a  perfoi>»  either  by  deiign  or  accident,  had  difcovered  the  virtue 
of  any  herb  or  mineral,  the  experiment  was  pofted  up  in  fome 
public  place  for  all  to  read,  and  take  notice  of  it ;  till  at  lail,  out 
of  the  multitude  of  theie  pofted  experiments,  an  orderly  fyftem 
was  framed,  wherein  every  thing  was  reduced  to  its  proper  place 
and  ufe. 

I  am  convinced,  that  if  an  orderly  coUcfHon  were  made  of  the 
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ipore  remarkable  and  eminent  a£ts  of  Divme  providence^  it  would  be 
an  excellent  cotnpendiwn  or  fj^ftetn  of  fpiritual  phyfic  to  purge  ancl 
care  this  atbeiftical  generation,  wherein  the  very  being  of  a  God 
and  providence  are  denied  by  fome,  and  left  difputable  and  uncer- 
tain by  others. 

The  fame  fenfe  and  afie£Uon  is  not  to  be  expected  in  thofe  that 
read,  as  in  thofe  that  have  been  the  fub^ed  of  thefe  aftonifliing 
works  of  God  \  nor  is  it  to  be  iuppofed  the  fame  deep  and  lively 
fenie  of  the  goodnefs  of  God  will  be  found  in  their  own  hearts«  in 
reading  their  own  ftory,  as  they  found  in  the  day  of  their  deBvcr- 
ance :  even  mercies  of  the  higheft  rank  fuffer  abatements  by  timei 
through  the  corruption  of  nature  \  but  would  the  reader  put  him- 
ielf  into  the  cafe  of  the  concerned,  and  they  who  are  periboall; 
concerned  in  it,  would  view  it  with  fucb  an  afieftion  axid  ienfe  as 
becomes  fuch  awfiil  and  glorious  works  of  God)  what  good 
cffeAs  and  impreflions  might  then  be  expelled  from  this  littk 
manual  ? 

All  that  I  fhall  farther  add  b,  That  as  there  is  not  one  drcimi- 
ftance  added,  or  Aretched  beyond  its  due  proportion  to  engage 
any  man's  affection,  fo  I  perfuade  myfelf,  the  true  aim  and4e%Q 
of  the  concerned  b  to  rear  it  up  as  a  ftone  of  remembrance^  in  grar 
titude  to  their  great  deliverer,  and  to  affift  fo  pious  a  deiign,  b  the 
onfy  aim  of 

Thy  Friend  and  Servant, 

JOHN  FLAVEL. 


Jhe  Brfi  NARRATIVE. 

ON  the  6th  of  May,  1679,  ^  '^'P  of  Dartmouth,  called  the* 
Thomas  and  Ann,  Jofeph  Curtis,  of  the  fame  town,  bdag 
mafter,  loaden  with  fait,  wine,  and  brandy,  from  Boumeufe,  in 
France,  for  Newfoundland,  and  being  about  24  leagues  off  that 
coaft,  in  latitude  47  degrees,  40  minutes,  having  for  many  days 
ieen  abundance  of  floating  iflands  of  ice  at  fome  diftance :  thb 
morning,  fays  the  rclater,  we  difcerned  a  great  many  lumps  of  ice, 
of  various  fizcs,  fcattered  up  and  down  upon  the  fea ;  the  wind 
being  at  N.  W.  the  weather  clear,  and  hoping  to  fee  land  before 
night,  we  ftood  in  to  the  weftward,  now  and  then  bearing  up  to 
avoid  thofe  little  floating  iflands  which  came  in  our  way.  But 
aboiit  noon  we  found  ounelves  befet  on  every  fide  with  tboofands 
of  thefe  dangertjus  enemies,  threatening  deflruftion  to  us  from 
every  quarter  \  and  at  the  fame  time,  tlie  wind  fell  csdm,  (ezcejit 
now  and  then  a  little  breeze)  and  fo  continued  till  almoft  night 
We  now  began  to  apprehend  more  than  ordinary  danger,  well 
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luiowUig  how  fatal  one  blow  might  prove,  and  how  improbable  it 
was  to  efcape  many,  the  danger  being  equal  on  every  fide,  who* 
ther  we  ftood  feaward  or  ihoreward  i  had  we  been  thus  tiw 
vironed  with  fixed  ixKks,  our  hazard  had  been  great,  hut  tliele 
did  float  as  well  as  we,  and  the  calm  fo  dipt  and  pinioned  oar 
wings,  that  we  could  not  fly  any  way  from  them ;  fo  that  nownitii 
feemed  inevitable;  the  wind  feemed  to  be  commiflioned  to  brixig 
us  into  the  midft  of  danger,  and  there  to  leave  us. 

Indeed,  towards  evening,  it  began  to  fpring  op  at  north,  but^ 
alas !  too  late  to  do  us  any  fervice ;  move  we  could,  but  no  wqf 
firom  danger  of  imminent  deftruAion. 

In  this  ftrait  we  confuted  what  courfe  to  fteer.  Debates  muft 
have  quick  difpatch,  when  danger  is  at  hand.  Our  cafe  and  rc- 
foirt  was  much  like  that  of  the  lepers^  at  the  fiege  of  Samaria;  if 
we  linger  here  we  peiiih,  if  we  make  fail  and  try  to  extricate  our* 
ielves  out  of  the  innumerable  difficulties  we  can  but  perifh :  and 
therefore  upon  advice,  and  with  general  confent,  we  ftood  (bore- 
ward  under  a  fmall  fat],  viz.  our  two  coafts  About  ten  at  night,  a 
great  fog  began  to  encompafs  us,  which  increafed,  in  a  little  time,  to 
th^  degree,  that  we  could  not  fee  the  length  of  our  ihip  before  us, 
and  the  wind  fi*efhed  up,  and  began  to  blow  a  brifk  gale:  thus,  all 
things  (eemed  to  confpire  our  deftruAion ;  the  fog  hood-winked 
our  eyes,  that  we  could  not  difcem  the  approach  of  our  enemies, 
and  the  wind  put  them  into  a  more  quick  and  violent  motion,  fo 
that  now  we  were  in  continual  expectation  of  a  blow,  which  we 
could  neither  difcem  nor  prevent. 

All  that  could  be  done  was  done,  for  immediately  we  hauled 
up  our  forefail,  and  drove  under  our  mainfail  and  mizen,  our  fore- 
fail  being  in  the  brails,  lying  a  back,  hoping  that  by  retarding  our 
motion,  and  looking  out  with  all  poffible  vigilance  and  care,  we 
mjght  fliun  the  danger.  And,  indeed,*  our  men  needed  no  cau« 
tions,  or  quickeniogs  to  their  watch ;  the  great  and  imminent  dan-f . 
get  of  life,  was  motive  enough  to  every  man  to  do  his  utmoft  that 
way. 

Thus  we  continued  every  man  in  hb  proper  poft  about  an  hour^s 
time,  when  we  efpied  one  of  thofc  iflands  juft  at  head,  and  fo 
near  that  we  knew  not  how  to  efcape  it,  unleis  by  backing  our 
mainiail,  which  was  done  immediately ;  but  notwithftanding,  we 
s«ceived  a  terrible  blow  upon  the  weather-bow,  juft  upon  the  de- 
scent of  the  fea,  and  fo  it  drove  away  along  the  fide  of  the  fhip. 

Hereupon  the  carpenter,  and  fome  others,  going  down  to  fee 
whether  we  had  received  any  damage  by  this  blow,  (whilft  others 
plied  the  pump,  which  would  not  fuck)  prefently  they  came  up 
writh  diftra^d  cries,  and  the  fentence  of  death  in  their  looks,  as 
iBinell  as  lips,  faymg»  They  found  the  caik  fwimming  about  the 
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hold,  upon  the  fait  j  whereupon  we  all  perceived  the  wound  to 
be  mortal  and  incurable,  and  our  cafe  upon  the  matter  defperate ; 
for  we  were  encoctipaflcd  with  thoufands  of  the  like ;  and  what 
expedation  could  remain  of  fafety  in  our  boat,  when  one  touch  of 
one  lumb  had  deftroyed  fo  ftrong  and  flout  a  (hip  under  us  ?  It 
was  very  improbable  fo  fmall  a  fconce  fliould  hold  out,  when  our 
main  fort  was  furrendered  upon  the  firH:  attack.  The  night  was 
dark,  and  the  fea  boifterous,  our  fhip  (inking  under  us,  and  our 
hopes  of  fafety  with  it ;  yet  as  men  in  extremity  of  danger,  we 
greedily  catched  at  the  next  means  of  fafety,  or  rather  of  prolong- 
ing life  a  few  hours ;  and  therefore  all  hands  to  work  for  life ;  we 
firft  hoifted  out  oiir  fmall  boat,  which  was  a  Norway  yawle,  with 
a  half  ftrake  built  upon  her,  of  which  indeed  we  made  little  ac« 
count,  but  our  eyes  were,  under  God,  «upon  our  great  boat,  yet 
not  kaowii^  of  what  ufe  the  fmall  boat  might  be  to  us  in  ib  great 
an  extremity,  two  men  ftept  into  her,  to  veer  her  under  the  quar- 
ter, whim  the  reft  were  all  bufied  in  hoifting  out  the  long-boat; 
which  was  done  with  all  expedition  imaginable. 

But  in  this  confiifed  hafte,  it  fo  fell  out  that  either  the  boat  re- 
ceived fome  injury,  or  the  men  forgot  to  put  in  the  fcuttle ;  for 
no  fooner  was  £he  clear  of  the  tackles,  and  the  men  got  into  her, 
(which  it  was  ea(y  to  do,  the  (hip  (inking  (6  faft,  that  her  fide  was 
almoft  even  with  the  boat),  but  prefently  (he  began  to  fill  with 
water,  and  we  found  ourfelves  going  down  as  fail  as  the  (hip  by 
whofe  fide  we  lay. 

The  mate,  in  the  mean  time,  fearing  the  fkip  would  be  gone, 
before  the  long-boat  was  clear,  ftept  into  the  yawle,  wUch  as  yet 
lay  under  the  (hip's  quarter,  with  the  two  men  before-menticmed 
in  her,  and  providentially  took  with  him  a  fmall  remnant  of  bran- 
dy, being  about  five  pints,  and  fo  put  pff  in  hafte  from  the  fhip, 
wherein  were  five  men,  who  utterly  defpairing  of  fafety  amoqgus, 
chofe  rather  to  go  down  with  the  (hip. 

When  we  were  thus  (inking  in  the  long-boat,  the  yawle  was 
fallen  from  us  at  leaft  half  a  cable's  length  ;  we  were  thirteen  of 
us  gotten  into  the  long-boat,  and  finding  ourfelves.  almoft  gone, 
we  paffionately  cried  to  the  three  men  in  the  yawle,  for  the  Lord's 
fake  to  haften  to  us,  and  fave  us.    . 

They  had  only  two  oars  with  them,  and,  poor  hearts^  they  made 
all  hafte  to  us,  though  they  could  not  but  know  how  much  they 
increafed  their  own  dangers  by  mingling  them  with  our  extremi- 
ties *,  if  indeed,  either  theh-s  or  ours  may  be  faid  to  be  capable  of 
an  increafe. 

It  pleafed  God,  our  long-boat  continued  above  water,  till  the 
bow  of  the  yawle  touched  her  ftern ;  iipon  which  all  that  fat  afore 
in  the  head,  of  the  long-boat,  running  with  sdl  hafte  to  get  bold  of 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


Wonderful  Sea-^Deliverancesm  50 1 

the  yawie,  the  long-boat  immediately  funk  away  after  an  end,  under 
the  yawle,  and  carried  down  three  of  our  c6mpany  with  her ;  the 
other  ten,  fome  of  them  leapt  into  the  boat,  others  hung  by  the 
fide,  of  which  number  I  was  one,  with  about  fix  more  in  the  fame 
condition  with  me,  which  by  the  friendly  hands  of  our  companionate 
companions  were  plucked  into  the  boat;  though,  alas!  neither 
they  nor  we  could  reckon  ourfelves  to  have  gained  any  more  ad^ 
vantage  hereby,  than  a  few  hours  to  prepare  ourfelves  for  eternity^ 
which  yet  was  a  mercy  above  what  was  granted  to  our  poor  com* 
panions  that  went  down  by  our  fide  in  a  moment. 

In  this  firft  fcene  of  providence,  many  wonders  of  mercy  ap- 
peared to  us,  and  for  us ;  fuch  was, 

1.  The  inclining  of  the  hearts  of  our  three  men  in  the  yawle  to 
adventure  to  us  in  fuch  a  defperate  ftate  as  we  were.  Had  they 
had  time  to  exercife  their  reafon,  they  would  never  have  come 
near  us,  though  their  dearefl  relations  had  been  among  us;  for 
the  principle  of  fclf-prefervation,  will  make  every  man  carve  firft 
for  himf<^lf.  No  man  ordinarily  loving  another  to  that  degree,  as 
to  die  with  him  for  company,  if  he  have  any  means,  though  never, 
fo  fmall,  to  efcape  prefent  ruin.  But  certainly  providence  confult- 
ed  our  good,  by  denying  them  time  to  confult  their  own  reafon  in 
this  cafe. 

2.  It  was  alfo  mercy  to  us,  that  our  three  companions  periflied 
when  they  did,  for  had  thsy  lived  but  a  minute  longer,  in  all  pro« 
babillty  we  had  perifiied  all  together  in  that  minute  ;  for  fhe  could 
receive  no  more  than  flie  aid  receive  ;  and  had  the  reft  leapt  in, 
or  hung  by  the  fide,  as  we  did,  we  muft  have  been  forced  to  an 
aiSl  of  cruelty  in  turning  fome  over,  or  inevitably  have  fuuk  toge- 
ther^ for  the  boat  was  as  deep  with  the  thirteen  that  were  in  her 
as  ever  (he  could  fwim ;  but  the  hand  of  God  put  them  off,  who 
were  fupernumcraries,  and  our  hand  was  not  upon  them. 

3.  Thofe  three  that  perilhed  in  the  longboat,  were  the  moft 
ninable  and  a£^ive  in  the  whole  company,  ai^I  in  fuch  an  extremi- 
ty, the  moft  likely  of  all  to  have  faved  themfelves ;  yet  thefc  pe- 
rifhed,  when  thefeebleft  and  moft  unaftive  were  preferved.  "Let 
«  not  the  ftrong  man  therefore  glory  in  his  ftrcngth,"  nor  the  moft 
weak  and  feeble  defpair  of  help  from  God  in  extremity.  **  lie 
«  taketh  not  pleafure  in  the  legs  of  a  man,"  Pfal.  cxlvii.  lo.  «  The 
f«  race,  is  not  to  the  fwift,**  Eccl.  ix,  11. 

4.  It  is  little  lefs  than  a  miracle  of  providence,  that  fo  fmall  a 
boat*  had  not  overfet,  when  about  feven  of  us  hanged  by  her 
fide,  with  our  bodies  in  the  water,  in  a  tumbling  fea,  and  in  the 
night  too,  when  we  could  not  fee  what  was  fit  to  be  done  for  our 
prefervation ;  furely  it  was  the  hand  of  God  that  fteadied  and  pr^ 
ferved  the  boat  and  us  in  that  danger* 
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5.  ITpon  Ae  #h6le,  we  cannot  but  judge  God  had  a  dcfign  up- 
dn  us  to  glorify  hb  mercy,  and  make  his  power  and  providence 
laiown,  in  ciafting  away  both  oiit*  fliip  and  long-boat  together,  (the 
tftoft  apt  and  probable  meiins  of  ourpreH^rvation)  and  ^ving  as  by 
fo  contemptible  atid  improbable  a  mean  as  our  little  yawTe  was. 
Little  thing  in  the  hrfnd,  and  under  the  bleffitig  of  a  great  God, 
jpWkhrcfe  fefiefts  proportronable  to  the  greatcft  and  moft  potent  in- 
ftrtrments  ;  the  fame  God  who  prepared  a  great  fifli  to  fave  Jonah, 
ean  make  a  little  fifh  as  effectual  to  that  end  as  a  whale,  if  he 
pleafe  fo  to  order  it*.  As  I  remember  I  have  read  of  a  (hip  that 
hU  (pnmg  a  leak  :  Some  pious  paflengers  pray,  Whild  othiers  ply 
the  pump,  and  all  to  little  purpofe,  till  at  laft,  on  a  fudden,  they 
dfj  the  waters  within  to  be  at  a  iland,  and  then  take  heart  afrefh, 
aha  ply  the  pump  with  good  fiiccefs.  They  get  imo  their  harbour, 
abd  fhip  put  ii^to  the  dock,  and  upon  fearch  there  Is  found  a  cer- 
tain hole,  with  a  fi(h  Ritklhg  faft  hi  it,  eiCaAly  commenfurate  to  the 
hole.  God  Ihews  hiinfetf  grfeat  ift  the  fmalleft  Inftruments  of  pre- 
fcrvation !  Our  cafe  ftemed  fo  defperkte,  even  when  we  were  in 
pofliffion  of  our  long-boat,  that  five  of  our  company,  thtti  dcA 
pairing  of  fafety,  chofe  rather  to  peri(h  in  and  with  the  Ihip; 
three  more  (as  before  was  noted)  of  oiir  ableft  fearaen  went  down 
with  the  long-boat,  and  thirteen  poor  forlorn  perfons  now  left  al- 
^o¥k  even  with  the  fea,  in  a  poor  fmall  boat,  deditutc  of  compafs 
fo  guide  us,  or  provifion  to  fuftain  us,  in  a  dark  night,  in  extremi- 
ty of  cold,  and  among  innumerable  mountains  of  ice  furrounding 
ns  which  occafioned  it. 

In  this  miferable  cafe  we  put  our  boat's  head  to  windward  as 
much  as  We  could,  with  our  two  fmall  oars,  being  all  we  had,  not 
expecting  to  live  one  hour  by  reafon  of  the  raging  of  the  fea,  in- 
^enfed  liy  a  ftrong  wind,  every  furge  threatening  to  fwallow  us  up; 
this  was  all  the  comfort  which  remained  to  us,  that  we  had  a  little 
tlme^iven  us  to  beg  bicrcy,  before  we  went  after  our  eight  compa- 
niohs  to  Whom  that  favour  was  denied. 

This  opportunity  we  endeavoured  to  improve  to  that  end ;  hot 
abs !  how  confufedly,  by  reafon  of  the  frequent  frefh  alarms  that 
tv&Y  fba  gave  us,  and  the  neccfEty  of  often  confnltations  about 
what  was  neceflary  to  be  done  ;  fbme  muft  be  at  work  to  caft  out 
water  which  brake  ih  continually  upon  us,  and  yet  wc  had  little 
opportunity  pr  room  for  that  work  of  neceffity,  being  wedged  in  fa 
6ft  that  none  could  move  out  of  the  place  in  which  he  was  fixed, 
being  like  fo  many  ftatucs  almoO^  immoveable.  Tet  this  was  a  fig- 
nal  mercy,  that  though  we  took  a  great  deal  of  water  all  this  n^ht, 
yet  no  fea  brake  full  home  upon  us  to  fill  us  at  once. 
-» -    -"    ' 

*  Mr  Crane's  Ftofyt6t  of  Providences,  p.  aid. 
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Thus  we  contmued  all  the  firft  night  driviag  and  kccfuag  our 
boat's  head  to  the  wmdward,  which  was  then  at  north,  as  well  as 
we.could  gueis  by  the  run  of  the  iea»  for  the  night  was  very  darkj 
not  a  ftar  to  be  feen*  nor  a  coinpais  to  guide  us ;  the  want  of  which 
we  much  lamented.  Every  man's  heart  was  filled  with  fear  and 
forrow,  and  thus  we  pafled  the  Tuefday  night,  admiring  the  pow^ 
er  and  goodneis  of  God,  when  we  faw  the  dawning  of  the  nest 
morning. 

Wednefday  the  7th  of  May. 

In  the  morning  as  foon  as  it  was  light,  the  wind  blowing  itiU 
very  hard,  and  a  great  fea, .  we  began  to  look  far  about  us,  and 
faw  abundance  of  floating  iflands  of  ice  round  about  us,  and  find* 
ing  the  Tea  fo  tempeftuous  and  lofty,  we  would  fain  have  ihelber«r 
ed  oudelves,  if  poffible,  under  fome  of  thoie  mountains,  but  they 
afforded  us  no  fuccour,  though  we  tried  ouny  \  for  that  to  lee- 
waf  ds  of  them,  there  was  a  cockling  fea  as  in  a  race,  (o  that  wo 
there  (hipt  more  water  than,  before,  and  tb(^  cold  was  unfufieiw 
able  i  fo  that  we  were  forced  to  tie  againft  the  fea  tugging  at  the 
gar,  and  cafting  up  our  cries  to  heaven*  for  help, '  Thus  we  iat  all 
wet  and  frozen,  ihivering  and  gnalhing  our  teeth  one  upon  ano* 
ther ;  feldom  or  never  coukl  the  ocean  (hew  a  company  of  more 
miferable  and  forlorn  wretches,  than  it  had  at  that  time  upon  its 
back. 

Now  it  was  that  we  began  tUs  morning  to  examine  our  ftore» 
and  the  total  amount  was  but  the  fore-mentioned  five  pmts  of 
brandy,  and  fix  biflcet  cakes  among  us  all,  and  the  cakes  al}  fopt 
like  toaft  in  fait  water.  This  we  looked  upon  as  the  poor  widow 
upon  her  handful  of  meal,  and  cruife  of  oil,  which  ihe  was  making 
her  laft  meal  upon  before  Qiedied,  i  King?  xvii.  12. 

However,  we  were  refolved  to  be  good  huibands  upon  a  fiaall 
ftock,  frugality  being  moft  efiechially  learnt  in  the  (chpol  of  necef^ 
£ty.  Tb^  morning  every  one  had  a  morfel  of  wet  bread,  which 
had  it  not  been  foaked  before  m  fait  water,  there  was  enough  in 
every  one's  eye  to  have  done  it }  and  after  this  meal,  which  was 
ended  in  a  minute,  we  began  to  think  how  to  proportion  our 
brandy^  for  we  durft  truft  the  firkin  to  no  man's  mouth  or 
modefty.  It  was  in  a  proper  fei^fe,  oar  aaua  vita ;  we  had  no 
dram  cup  to  divide  it,  but  fearching  our  pockets,  one  of  oi^r  com- 
pany found  the  bowl  of  a  tobacco^-^Mpe,  which,  though  it  were  nei<^ 
ther  a  very  large,  comelyi  or  cleanly  cup,  yet  we  were  glad  of  it, 
It  ierved  us  as  a  meafurc  to  divide  it  equally  amongft  us;  and  af- 
ter this  cordial,  when  thirft  increaled,  ^lerj  one  took  a  lutnp  of 
ice,  (of  which  we  had  enough  every  where  ^t  hand)  and  diilblved 
it  in  our  mouths,  or  rather  our  mouths  in  it,  for  we  were  even 
j;iw«£illen,  and  ftarved  with  the  extreme  coldj  againft  which  we 
had  no  other  but  this  cold  comfort. 
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About  noon  the  wind  began  to  lie,  and  towards  night  it  fell  calm, 
the  (ea  pretty  quiet  and  fmooth,  but  no  fight  of  the  fun,  the  fky  ail 
clofe,  and  fo  continued  all  the  night  by  reafon  of  whidi  we  amid 
not  have  the  lead  benefit  or  direAion  from  the  moon  or  ftars ; 
and  therefore  only  rowed  to  and  again,  fometimes  one  way,  and 
fometimes  another,  rather  to  keep  ourfelves  in  exercife  than  in 
hope  to  gain  any  port. 

Now  we  began  exceedingly  to  bewail  the  want  of  a  compafs, 
without  which  (the  weather  fo  continuing)  our  labour  was  in 
vain  \  and  now  to  ihew  to  what  degree  hunger,  fear,  and  cold,  had 
ftupified  and  benumbed  not  the  limbs  only,  but  brains ;  a  poor 
feaman  hearing  the  lamentations  that  were  made  for  want  of  a 
compafs,  very  ferioufly  directing  his  fpeech  to  the  mafter,  faid. 
Why,  fir,  cannot  you  make  a  compafs  i  The  mafter  replied,  where- 
with ihall  I  make  one  ?  Why,  quoth  he,  with  a  piece  of  chalk  up- 
on a  board.  Yes,  replied  the  mafter,  fuch  a  one  may  be  made ; 
but  how  Ihall  we  make  it  work  i  Nay,  quoth  he,  that  I  cannot 
tell. 

Had  fuch  an  occafion  of  mirth  offered  in  a  feafbn  when  oar  fan- 
cies had  been  in  a  condition  to  fport  thcmfelves  with  it,  it  might 
have  been  an  innocent  and  plcafant  entertainment  to  them,  &it 
now  it  had  little  more  power  to  refrefh  them  than  the  lumps  of 
ice  had  to  warm  and  refrelh  our  ftomachs :  Our  fancies  were  out 
of  tune  to  be  pleafant  with  any  thing ;  nothing  but  the  fight  of  (hore 
could  make  us  fmtle,  but  that  was  out  of  fight,  and  almoft  out  of 
hope,  and  in  this  deplorable  ftate  we  fpent  the  following  night, 
which,  indeed  proved  calm,  but  exceeding  dark,  fo  that  we  could 
make  little  or  no  progrefs. 

7i6j/r^^the  8thof  Afny. 
Having  fuftained  the  burthens  of  cold,  hunger,  and  fear,  one 
night  more,  by  the  fupporting  and  "prefcrving  power  of  God,  we 
had  this  morning  a  little  refrefiiment  by  the  moft  welcome  fight  of 
the  fun,  a  little  after  his  rifing,  which  though  our  religion  fortiad  us 
to  adore,  as  the  heathens  do,  yet  it  taught  us  to  blefs  C^od  far  the 
guiding  ufefulnefs  of  it  to  us  in  fuch  a  bewildered  ftate  as  it  looked 
that  morning  upon  us  in  :  And  as  an  additional  providence  to  the 
former,  the  wind  fprang  up  at  N.  £.  and  we  rowed  away  due  weft, 
as  we  judged,  in  fome  hopes  that  we  might  that  day  fee,  if  not  get 
the  land  \  but  the  fight  of  the  fun  was  foon  cut  off  from  us  by  a 
clofe  and  lowering  iky,  which  threatened  more  danger  and  diflrcfs; 
however  we  had  the  benefit  of  information  firom  the  fight  we  had 
of  it,  to  guide  our  courfe,  which  was  a  great  mercy.  Upcm  this 
little  encouragement,  we  put  to  it  with  all  our  might,  and  made 
what  way  pofiible  we  could,  keeping  the  wind  on  our  ftarboard- 
quarter,  hoping  that  it  ftiU  ftood  upon  the  fame  point  it  did  when 
we  faw  the  fun. 
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But  all  this  while  we  had  no  fight  either  of  fliip  or  land,  and 
towards  night  we  had  much  wind  nnd  rain,  and  the  fea  began  to 
make  great,  fo  that  our  flattering  hopes  began. to  vani^>  our 
ftrength  almoft  quite  fpent,  a  difmai  night  at  hand,  which  then  wc 
feared  would  be  our  laft  night  in  this  world.  We  had  rowed, 
by  eitlmation,  about  eight  or  nine  leagues,  and  pafTcd  by  feveral 
iflands  of  ice,  and  at  laft  met  with  a  great  ifland,  whofe  magnitude 
above  water  was  far  greater  than  any  cathedral  we  had  ever  fcen  ; 
and  night  being  at  hand,  we  refolved  to  ihelter  ourfeives  under  it 
that  night  from  the  rage  and  fury  of  the  feas,  which  were  very  great; 
and,  indeed,  it  pleafed  God  to  make  it  fomewhat  ilfeful  to  us  up- 
on that  account. 

O  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God !  to  make  a  greater  ifland  our 
fliclter  in  a  boat,  when  one  far  iefs  had  been  the  occafion  of  our 
danger  and  mifery  in  the  fliip.  In  this  cold  harbour  we  floated 
that  night,  anight  for  ever  to  be  remembered  by  us.  I  think  ne- 
ver poor  creatures  encountered  more  miferies  together  m  one  night; 
the  feas  raged,  the  rain  poured  down  inceflantiy,  the  cold  was  fo 
extreme,  that  we  fat  all  the  night  gnafliing  our  teeth,  our  ftrength 
fpent  with  famine  and  continual  labour,  a  bit  of  ice  diflx>lved  in 
our  mouths  was  all  we  had  to  allay  our  thirft ;  ever  and  anon  a 
great  piece  of  the  ifland  would  fall  off  into  (he  fea  with  a  mofl 
dreadful  noife,  which  frequently  caufed  us  to  put  farther  oflT,  and 
then  we  were  ready  to  be  devoured  by  the  fea,  fo  that  we  durft 
neither  come  near,  nor  ftand  far  oflF.  In  a  word,  death  and  ruin 
were  before  us,  which  way  foevcr  we  looked ;  if  we  came  too 
near,  the  falls  of  thole  rocks  of  ice  threatened  our  death,  and  be- 
fide,  the  cold  was  infufferable :  if  we  flood  far  off,  the  fta  threa- 
tened to  fwallow  us  up  every  minute,  and  that  middle  diftance  wc 
kept  from  both,  feemed  only  to  lengthen  our  miferable  lives  a  few  . 
hours,  to  die,  as  It  were,  by  inch-meal. 

O  how  little  do  others,  nay,  how  little  have  we  ourfelves  been 
fenfible  of  thofe  comfortable  providences  which  provide  fire,  food^ 
warm  houfes,*and  beds  to  reft  in  !  Never  does  the  value  of  thofe 
common  mercies  appear  as  it  does  in  fuch  extremities.  The  ac- 
commodation of  a  beggar  in  a  bam,  was  a  princely  entertainment 
to  what  we  found,  and  yet  there  was  much  mercy  mingled  with 
all  thefe  judgments ;  our  breath  was  yet  in  our  noftrils,  and  there 
was  yet  ferthcr  fpace  to  repent  and  prepare.  God  alfo  wonder- 
fully fupported  nature,  that  it  utterly  failed  not  under  thefe  over- 
whelming calamities;  though  we  were  all  ready  to  perifh,  none  yet 
adually  perifbed;  we  yet  continued  our  full  number,  though  foon 
after  it  was  leffened,  as  will  appear  hereafter.  This  doleful,  com- 
foi^lefs  night  we  alfo  pafled,  by  the  care  of  God  over  us,  a  night 
of  ihort  fare,  but  long  hours. 
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Friday 9^  the  9th  day. 

And  now  the  Friday  morning  was  come,  which  was  to  long  and 
eanieftty  defired,  and  to  make  it  th^  more  welcome,  it  proved 
pretty  fair,  the  weather  fomewhat  clear,  and  the  wind  jfrefh  in  the 
caftern-board ;  yea,  we  had  alfo  a  fight  of  the  fun  again,  which, 
though  it  werp  far  lefs  than  that  of  a  (hore,  yet  it  defervedly  had 
its  v^Aie  with  us ;  then  we  rowed  away  weft  as  due  as  we  could 
judge,  and  fed  ourfelves  ftiil  with  a  little  hope,  though  we  had  no- 
thing elfe  left  to  feed  upon. 

fiut,  after  noon,  a  very  clofe  fky  and  thick  weather  again,  and 
shout  that  time  we  met  with  abundance'of  rock-weed,  or  oar-weed, 
which  we  took  up  and  fed  upon  This  was  but  an  unfavory  pck- 
led  ialkid,  but  hunger  ma^e  it  fweet ;  it  verified  that  obTervatioa 
experimentally, 

In  time  t^  famine  coarfejlfare  contents, 
The  barking  Jiomachjirains  no  compliments. 

But  towards  night,  we  were  much  more  refrcihed  and  cheered 
with  the  fight  of  land,  as  we  all  fuppofed.  So  it  reprefented  itfelf 
to  our  view  about  half-an-hour,  at  which  we  were  all  tranfported 
with  joy;  it  put  freih  fpirits  into  our  tired  bodies,  and  evenr  man's 
countenance  fcemed  to  be  enlightened  by  it.  When  the  Italians, 
after  a  long  and  tirefome  voyage,  got  the  firll  fight  of  their  own 
country,  the  Poet  defcribes  the  tranfports  and  extafies  of  joy  into 
which  that  fight,  caft  them  \  for  with  loud  and  united  voices  they 
cried  out,  Italy !  Italy !  like  men  in  a  rapture, 

Italiam,  ItaHam^  Uto  clamore  vocabant. 

But  certainly  we  had  much  more  reafon  to  rejoice  than  they, 
had  the  ground  of  our  joy  been  as  certain  as  the  matter  of  it  was 
fweet;  for  they  were  fafein  their  (hips,  but  we  Ihip-wrecked  and 
deftitute  of  all  comfort ;  they  were  returned  from  a  good  voyag<, 
we  had  loft  our  goods  and  voyage  too,  and  our  lives  were  often 
loftinourownapprehenfions;  they  were  come  nigh  their  homes 
and  friends,  we  had  no  hopes  ever  to  fee  them  again.  And,  in- 
deed, the  greater  bur  extremities  were,  the  more  we  fivfeited  our- 
lelves  upon  the  comfort  of  fuch  a  fight,  it  being  as  natiural  to  the 
Ibul  fo  to  do,  when  it  hath  been  long  exercifed  with  fears  and  for- 
fows,  as  it  is  to  the  bodv,  when  it  has  been  long  falling  and  dar- 
ned, to  furfeit  upon  food  when  it  comes  firft  to  it. 

But  this  o^r  ezcefilve  joy  was  foon  rebated  and  allayed  \  for 
making  with  all  the  ipeed  we  could  towards  it,  like  men  putting 
forth  the  laft  effort  and  ftruggle  of  nature  for  life ;  after  a  ifhile 
we  began  to  doubt  whether  it  were  land  or  not ;  and  furely,  that 
fiital  lump  of  ice  that  funk  our  (hip,  did  not  give  a  more  dreadful 
knock  to  our  vefTcl,  than  this  did  to  our  minds ;  it  even  Qiattered 
our  hearts,  with  our  vain  hopes,  to  pieces ;  and  then  the  ebb  of 
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onr  fears  atid  forrows  was  as  low,  as  the  tide  of  our  gttnmdlefi  pf 
was  high ;  for  we  plainly  difcemedi  after  hilf-an-hour,  that  thofe 
pleafant  hilb  and  indented  (horei  which  we  beheld  with  ibch  ]cjf 
were  nothing  elfe  but  iflands  of  ice,  which  gave  a  colder  damp  of 
defpair  and  lorrow  to  our  hearts,  than  it  had  done,  or  coirid  do  to 
onr  benumbed  limbs,  which  by  this  time  were  much  mortified^ 
and  almoft  wholly  ufelefs ;  and  yet  as  a  fiuther  addition  to  our 
fear  and  forrow,  (if  yet  they  might  be  reckoned  capable  of  any  ad- 
dition) the  (ky  again  began  to  lower,  and  look  fiiU  of  foul  aad 
ftormy  weather. 

And  now  every  man's  heart  deiponded,  and  all  hope  feemed 
utterly  to  perifli  from  us.  We  were  reduced  to  that  extremity  by 
cold,  famine,  and  conftant  toil  and  fear  fo  many  days  and  nightt 
without  reft  or  refrefhment,  (no  man  being  able  to  move  from  the 
place  in  which  he  firft  fat  down)  that  we  concluded  a  little  more 
time  would  have  made  us  as  fo  many  dead  ftatites  fixed  m  our 

J  laces,  or  as  fo  many  carcafes  dried  up  in  the  fands  of  which  the 
Egyptians  make  their  mummy  f  only  with  this  difference,  they  are 
fo  dried  and  parched  with  heat,  but  we  with  cold. 

We  were  now  come  nigh  to  our  miftaken  land,  and  feeing  bad 
weather  appearing  again,  and  night  drawing  otit  we  thou^t  to 
flieher  ourfelves  again  under  this  ifland,  as  we  had  formerly  under 
others  j  but  found  it  impoffible  fo  to  do,  becaufe  of  the  (hoals  of 
ice  that  lay  off  at  a  diftance  from  it,  which  forbad  our  approach 
any  nearer.  And  truly  it  was  a  food  providence  which  fo  order- 
ed it  for  us ;  for  could  we  have  found  flielter  near  it,  in  all  iifce- 
lihood  there  we  had  abode  all  that  night,  and  even  yielded  our- 
felves, as  by  confent,  into  the  hands  of  defpair  and  death ;  where- 
as, finding  no  place  there,  it  put  us  upon  this  final  refolution» 
That  we  would  once  more  put  to  it  with  that  poor  ftock  of  ftrcngth 
v^hich  was  left,  and  tug  hard  for  it  that  night,  not  knowing  what 
God  might  do  for  us  the  next  day ;  it  was  yet  poflible  we  might 
fee  the  Ihore,  but  if  we  utterly  defponded,  and  ceafed  from  dri- 
ving, there  was  no  hope. 

And  now,  with  renewed  cries  to  God,  our  eyes  to  heaven,  and 
hands  to  the  oar,  we  once  n^ore  made  an  efiay  for  our  deliver- 
ance. It  feemed  to  give  fome  footing  to  our  feeble  hopes,  that 
God  hkd  already  wrought  fo  many  wonders  of  mercy  in  onr  pre- 
fervation  fo  long,  and  made  us  yet  to  overlive  fo  many  fentences 
of  death  as  we  had  pafied  (and  not  without  reafon)  upon  oun- 
felves.  Befide,  we  knew  that  man's  eittremity  is  God's  oppor- 
tunity,' and  9re  knew  not  but  the  next  day  might  give  us  a  real  and 
true  profpeft  of  a  Ihore,  as  this  had  given  us  a  felfe  and  imaginary 
one. 

In  this  hope  we  fet  to  k^  trufting  God  for  ftrength  aad  fafety ; 
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and  in  a  world  of  danger,  fear,  and  weaknefs,  we  endured  one 
fad  and  (brrowful  night  more,  concluding  that  the  next  day  mnft 
either  give  us  frefh  hop<;s  of  life,  or  end  our  mifcrable  days  by  a 
double  death,  famine  and  drowning. 

It  pleafed  God,  in  his  merciful  providence,  to  order  the  wea- 
ther thb  night  better  for  us  than  our  fears  \  it  proved  indifferent 
calm,  and  now  and  then  we  had  a  view  of  the  moon,  which  was 
of  fome  ufe  and  comfort  to  us  \  and  thus  we  weathered  out  the 
Friday  night  alio,  and  though  all  were  as  dying,  yet  not  one  dead 
man  among  us.    "" 

SaturJafy  the  loth  of  May, 
The  morning  opening  upon  us,  was  entertained  with  fome  hope; 
we  Iool:ed  out  yar,  but  what  we  expected  was  ft  ill  out  of  fight ; 
but  about  nine  or  ten  o'clock  we  faw  the  land  to  our  great  joy  and 
comfort,  and  grew  ftill  more  and  more  confident,  that  we  were 
not  again  deceived,  and  that  now  our  over-eager  defires  did  not 
again  impofe  upon  our  underftandings  and  judgments.  This  fight 
was  to  us  life  from  the  dead.  No  circumftances  could  make  any 
temporal  mercy  fweeter,  than  our  long  and.fad  condition  made  this 
to  us,  and  therefore  with  hearts  overwhelmed  with  joy,  and 
mouths  filled  with  praife,  we  blefied  and  magnified  our  great  De^ 
liverer ;  and  that  which  further  ftrengthened  our  hope  was,  that 
the  weather  proved  indifierent  fair,  and  the  wind  northerly.  And 
as  we  rowed  in  with  the  land,  to  our  farther  joy  we  efpied  two 
ihips,  coming  away  before  the  wind  from  the  northwards.  Here- 
upon we  went  away  diredlly  for  their  forefoot,  and  about  noon 
fpake  with  the  headmoft,  which  was  a  French  (hip,  belong* 
ing  to  Crofique,  one  Peter  Leborrow,  matter. 

This  Peter  proved  a  benign  and  courteous  man  to  us.  I  am 
fure  he  let  us  out  of  a  kind  of  hell  into  an  heaven  upon  earth,  when 
he  received  us  into  his  fhip,  and  did  more,  for  us  than  ever  St 
Peter  will  or  can  do  for  them  that  divefi  not  PaDl,  but  Chrift 
himfelf  of  his  mediatorial  honour  and  authority  to  clothe  Peter 
with  it.  This  good  Samaritan  finding  us  neither  among  the  liv- 
ing nor  the  dead,  but  betwixt  both,  had  compafiion  on  us,  and 
with  the  help  of  his  men,  rather  dragged  than  handed  us  into  the 
ibip.  I  knew  the  genius  of  that  nation,  and  had  the  iamguage^ 
but  had  not  power  to  compliment  him,  or  make  any  long  narrative 
of  our  troubles  to  him.  He  gave  us  bread  and  wine,  and  fuch 
other  things  as  he  had,  treating  us  with  much  humanity,  and 
eompafSonatingour  fad  condition.  And  now  wc  tafted  the  fweet- 
nefs  of  thefe  good  creatures  in  a  degree  peculiar  to  men  in  our  cir- 
cumftances}  a  fweetnefs  which  is  unknown  to  them  that,  like 
Dives,  fare  dclicioufly  every  day. 
We  tarried  on  board  about  an  houTi  and  found  ourfehes  with* 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


Wonderful  Sea^Deliverattcet,  ^0$ 

in  two  leagues  off  the  fhore,  and  conferring  together  what  part  of 
the' land  it  was^  both  he  and  we  concluded  it  to  be  Renoufe  \  and 
finding  the  Frenchmen  bound  for  Placentia,  sltid  the  weather  calm^ 
we  being  a  little  refrelhed,  blefled  God,  and  thanked  the  inafler 
for  h]5  great  civility ;  we  went  again  into  our  boat,  hopitig  in  two 
hours  to  be  at  Renoufe  among  the  Englilh  planters^  and  (b  we 
took  our  leave  of  Mr  Peter,  with  more  joy  for  the  deliverance 
from  dangers  pa(V,  than  in  conllderation  of  what  might  be  yet  to 
come ;  for  reckoning  ourielves  near  Renoufe,  an  £ngli(h  planta- 
tion, we  concluded  our  ftraits  and  wants  were  as  good  as  over,  and 
that  two  or  thred  hours  time  would  bring  tis  to  reft,  and  a  full  fup^ 
ply  of  all  our  wants  \  but  the  kind  and  cOnfidering  mafter^  (nd 
doubt  dire£led  and  guided  by  an  highex"  counfel)  gave  us  at  parting 
a  Icore  of  large  cakes,  a  dry  fifh,  a  fathom  of  lighted  match,  pipes^ 
tobacco,  and  about  a  gallon  of  wine  and  brandy  together  in  ouif 
fmall  calk,  before  ezhaufted ;  and  when  we  were  in  our  little  boat, 
taking  notice  that  we  had  but  two  oars,  he  threw  us  out  one  oar 
more,  to  help  us  the  fooner  a(hore. 

This  provifion,  the  effect  of  the  mafter's  cafe  and  kindnels,  or 
rather  of  God's  gracious  providence  Inclining  his  thoughts  to  it,  wad 
our  prefervation  at  lafl ;  and  without  it,  we  mufthate  allperiOied; 
for  our  hope  and  comfort  was  again  built  upon  a  falfe  hypothefis  t 
we  put  away  from  the  ihip,  and  ftood  in  for  Renoufe  as  faft  as  we 
could  row,  and  about  three  of  the  clock  we  got  afhore  ^  but  to 
our  amazement  we  found  it  was  a  defolate  place,  about  a  league  to 
the  weft  ward  of  Cape'Razo,  with  a  cove,  called  Cripple  Cove,  as 
if  it  had  been  fo  denominated,  a  po/teriori,  for  I  think  it  never 
received  inch  a  company  of  cripples  fince  it  firft  received  that 
name. 

We  now  were  afliorc,  which  was  the  mercy  we  fo  much,  and 
fo  long  defired,  but  found  ouffelves  in  as  bad  Cafe  upon  the  mat- 
ter, as  when  we  were  at  fca.  Here  was  a  barren  cove,  deftitutc 
of  all  relief  and  comfort,  far  from  any  inhabitants  or  fifliery ;  not 
a  tree  or  bulh  to  flielter  us,  only  we  picked  up  fome  few  loofe 
flicks  to  make  us  a  fire,  and  had  a  frefh-water  river  near  us,  and 
being  unable  to  fetch  any  other  place,  we  were  neceffitated  to 
lodge  there  that  night ;  and  now  we  fa w  what  a  good  providence 
it  was,  that  the  kind  mafter  had  furniflied  us  with  a  little  bread 
and  wine,  but  efpecially  ^ith  a  lighted  match  to  kindle  a  Are,  for 
we  were  all  well  nigh  ftarvcd  and  crippled  ;  ^e  therefore  prcfent- 
ly  fcraped  together  fome  withered  grafs,  and  with  fwinging  the 
fnalch  in  it,  made  it  flame,  and  fearching  about  the  cove,  and  got 
lb  much  wood  as'  made  us  an  indifferent  good  fire  ;  which  being 
done,  our  firft  work  was  to  get  off  our  fhoes  and  ftockings  td 

Vol.  IV.  3T 
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wMh  t]>em,  ^d  fee  in  what  cafe  our&et.and  legs  were:  and  this 
proved  a  more  difScuh  talk  than  we  ima^^ed,  for  they  were  all 
prodigioufly  fwoln,  and  fome  of  them  burnt  fadly  with  the  cold  ^ 
fo  that  w'^  ftood,  and  went  rather  like  men  upon  ftilts,  than  their 
9wn  feet ;  but  there  was  a  neceiSty  to  put  our  benumbed  ftomps 
^o  it  to  kindle  a  fire ;  which  done  we  lay  round  about  it  in  the  ice 
^nd  fnow,  of  wtilch  the  cove  was  fiiH^  and  wanned  and  dried  oar« 
felves  (as  well  as  the  pbce  and  weather  would  admit)  by  the  fii^ 
and  there  we  broiled  our  fi0i»  and  ihared  that  roaft^meatj  (a 
daxiity  we  had  been  long  ftrangers  to)  among  us,  and  it  was  a  g^eat 
fcfireflimen^  to  our  tired^  wafted  bodies.  It  was  well  for  ua  we  had 
|b  mqch  time  to  do  thefe  things  before  night,  for  towards  n%ht  it 
came  in  foil  of  rain  and  ftorm  again»  and  much  wind  at  eaft,.  and 
a,  great  fea  fell  Into  the  cove^  as  if  it  had  refolved  to  recover  and 
^alh  back  thofe  prifbnerathat  were  newly  efcaped  from  it. 

Here  was  a  new  diftrcfs  befallen  iis»  and  not  lefs  hazardoos  to 
Cfe  ^han  any  of  the  former  \  we  were  (hut  up  in  a  cove  fironi 
.  whence  there  was  no  efcape  l^  land»  the  cli£  being  inaccdlahlc, 
9nd  our  ftreagth  quite  ipcnt  \  no  putting  out  for  any  plaatatioa 
f>7  fea,  for  a  ftormy  night  was  in  handt  and  to  lie  there  was 
thought  would  be  very  dangerous.  It  being  extremely  cokti  foil  of 
ice  and  fo^w  \  the  rain  pouring  down  fonoufly,  quickly,  pot  oot 
gur  fire,  no  &elter  at  all  from  the  fory  of  the  weather  ;  and  to 
Ge  but  a  few  hours  expofed  to  it,  would  quickly  quite  ftarve  foch 
as  were  three  parts  ftarved  before. 

Here  was  our  ifarait,  and  thb  esitremity  put  us  upon  this  fiuftt 
(which  was  the  beft  our  circumftances  admitted)  we  put  our  united 
ftrength  together,  (which  God  knows  was  but  little)  and  hauled 
up  our  boat  above  high-water  mark,  and  overturned  her,  and  fo 
crept,  as  many  of  us  as  could,  under  her  for  (helter,  and  there 
lodged  that  night :  a  fad  lodging,  and  a  dreadful  night  it  pcovec^ 
but  ftill  we  comforted  ourfelves  with  this,  that  the  next  morning 
we  fhould  he  among  our  friends^  where  we  (hould  be  better  aocom- 
piodated,  and  tivAfoodyphyficy  TOiifurgcons  to  preierye  our  lives  and 
}imbs.  In  this  hope  we  weathered  out  the  Saturday  night  with  a 
woi^ld  of  difficulty- 

Lord^s  day%  the  I  ith  f3§Maj» 

The  morning  fo  eagerly  defired  came,  but  alas,  what  we  hoped 
for  was  as  bx  off  as  ever,  for  it  began  with  a  flrong  eafterly  windy 
which  rolled  in  a  gceat  fea  into  the  cove.  Our  fire  was  oat»  and 
we  were  upon  the  matter  blocked  up  in  this  difmal  hole  by  aboxi- 
dance  of  ice  driven  in  upon  us.  So  that  death  feemed  clofe^  to 
belea^er  us  in  this  hold  to  which  we  had  betaken  onrfolves  i  and 
indeed  there  needs  no  great  afiauk  to  conquer  thofe  who  Ycsc'  al- 
90ft  dead  before* 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


This  was  Mr  fad  condition  that  day.  A  SabhMi  it  was,  but 
viKthOttt  reft  to  <is ;  yet  we  wanted  not  the  teaching  and  convinc- 
ing Tdice  of  God  in  his  dreadfiil  providences,  had  onr  hearts  iMeeit 
in  a  fit  capacity  to  improve  it.  We  now  faw  how  near  we  were 
hroi^ffat  to  fafety,  and  even  tliere  like  to  perifli.  When  wc 
thought  all  danger  over,  then,  even  then,  our  greateft  danger  be* 
fel  ns«  To  abide  in  this  ftarved  condition  mudi  longer  we  could 
not,  and  to  get  ont  was  impoffible,  till  God  (houid  allay  the  ftonn^ 
and  change  she  wind.  Patience  and  hope  moft  be  onr  fiippoits, 
and  we  thought  our  hopes '  were  encouraged  by  the  ttany  won* 
ders  whkh  God  had  wrought  in  our  prefervation  hitherto.  '  Wo 
therefore  waited  that  day  fer  an  opportunity  of  efoape,  but  ther^ 
was  none.  Cripple  Cove  muft  he  our  difmal  lodging  one  nigM 
more  at  leaft,  if  not  our  grave  alio.  Towards  night  indeed  tlie 
wind  began  to  veer  to  the  N.  W.  but  there  was  no  putting  out, 
the  iea  was  fo  lofty,  and  the  olace  blocked  tip  with  fi>  much  ice? 
This  ahnoft  put  us  into  utter  dcfjpair,  concluding,  that  fo  loi^  con« 
tiaoance  in  exoxmity  of  cold,  which  had  fb  Aroln  our  legs  And' 
feet,  and  burnt  fomeof  them  already,  would  have  perfeAly  nior«* 
tifiied  ^hem  all  in  one  night  more  ;  and  that  if  at  laft  God  brought 
us  out  of  thb  dreadful  place,  yet  none  but  cripples,  fliould  cored 
out  of  Cripple  Cove  at  laft  j  but  God  had  fiuit  us  up  under  this 
neceffity,  and  there  veas  no  cfcape  till  his  pi^ovidential  hand' 
flionld  open  the  door  of  a  moft  defired  opportunity.  It  pleafed; 
God  to  fupport  us  under  the  feverities  and  miferies  of  that  night 
alfo,  and  lengthen  our  lives  unto 

Monday  the  I2th  of  May. 

As  ibon  as  the  morning  caane,  wc  looked  on  with  eager  defires^ 
to  find,  or  force  our  way  thence,  if  it  were  poffible.  The  wind> 
was.  this  morning  firefli  off  the  ihore,  but  (till  a  great  feacame  int»' 
the  cove,  and  abundance  of  ice  had  Mocked  it  up.  But  our  ne- 
ceffities  were  fo  preffing  and  urgent  upon  us,  that  we  muft  (like 
foldiers  in  a  befieged  garrMbn,  wh<^  provifion  is  fpent)  fally  out 
and  fiMxe  our  paSage  through  all  dangers,  or  perifh  there  with' 
hunger  and  cold.  But  fo  great  was  the  fea,  that  it  was  concluded 
our  boat  could  not  poffibly  live  in  it,  if  we  all  ventured  again  in 
her ;  and  therefore  by  confent  eight  of  us  reiblved  to  venture  out^ 
s|nd  the  other  five  were  cotitem  to  tarry,  feeing  it  could  not  be 
otherwife,  untH  we  fent  help  from  the  firft  phce  we  could  get  tO' 
fetch  them  oC 

Now  vre  fimnd  the  benefit  of  our  third  oar,  for  no  iboner  were 
we  pot  out,  but  we  feund  the  fea  fo  great,  and  fuch  a  multitude  of 
ice,  that  we'even  wifhed  ourfelves  back^th  our  miferable  compa*' 
nionsa^am  in  the  cove.  However,  we  put  hard  to  it^  and  by  the 
good  providence  of  Godf  at  laft  difintangled  ourfelves  out  4f 
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the  ice,,  but  wkh  a  world  of  diflkuity  and  danger. 

No  fooner  was  that  done  but  we  lafaoured  hard  to  get  a  gpod  difi 
tancc  oflffrom  the  fliore,  and  fo  rowed  away  to  the  north.  About 
nine  of  the  clock  little  wind,  but  within  an  hour  a  gale  (prang  up  at 
north^eaft,  juft  in  our  teeth,  at  which  time  being  got  a  little  to  the 
northward  of  damp  Cove,  and  ib  faint,  that  we  could  not  poflUily 
make  any  more  way  forwards,  we  were  forced  ^thou^  with  moft 
unwilling  and  heavy  hearts)  to  bear  up  and  put  in  tho-e. 

We  were  troubled  for  ourfelves,  and  the  difappolntment  of  our 
poor  companions,  at  leaft  the  long  delay  of  their  ezpaAatioos  of 
relief,  increafed  our  trouble.  Poor  hearts !  they  looked  for  a 
dove  vnih  an  olive*branch ;  but  bow  what  would  they  condudet 
but  that  like  the  raven  fent  out  by  Noah,  they  fliould  fee  no 
more  of  us. 

However,  it  pleafed  God  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  the  wind 
ceafed,  immediatdy  we  put  out  of  Glamp  Cove,  and  nmrcd 
along  though  faint  and  feeble  as  we  could  live,  and  about  an  hour, 
in  the  night,  we  all  came  alive  to  Renoufe,  biejfed  be  the  Lord^  where 
fome  crawled,  and  others  were  helped  up  to  the  hbufeof  Mr  Kirk, 
Efquire,  who  with  much  compaffion  and  humanity  rcfreflied  us  with 
fiich  things  as  the  place  afibvded. 

..Immediately  we  acquainted  him  with,  the  peri(hing  ftate  of  our 
five  i!ompanions  left  in  Cripple  Cove,  begging  him  paifionately  to 
get  a  boat,  men,  and  necefiary  provifions  forthwith,  anddifpatch 
to  them  ;-  which  he  promifed  to  endeavour ;  and  accordingly  next 
morning  they  were  to  go  to  them  ^o  fetch  them  off:  but  there 
being  a  boat  bound  that  night  ^o  Trepailc,  we  fent  them  twenty 
bifcuits,  a  flacket  of  beer,  and  a  bottle  of  rum,  which  was  deliver- 
ed them  timely  the  i\ext  day^  But  to  our  great  trouble  it  fo  fell 
out,  that  partly  for  want  of  men  acquainted  with  the  cove,  and 
partly  by  the  omiffion  of  the  mafters  of  (hips  that  fiOied  there,  the 
boat  defigned  to  fetch  them -off  proceeded  not  the  next  day,  and 
foul  weather  hmdered  them  the  following  day.  So  that  it  was 
Thurfday  the  15th  of  May  before  the  boat  departed.  Upon  the 
arrival  of  the  boat,  they  found  one  dead,  whom  they  there  buried, 
and  carried  away  the  remaining  four  for  Trepaffe,  the  wind  not 
ferving  to  bring  them  tp  Renoufo. 

Being  come  thither,  the*  Admiral,  Capt.  Berry,  of  Barnftaple, 
'called  the  harbour  together,  not  fo  much  to  behold  a  prodigy 
(though  fcarce  a  greater  had  ever  been  feen  there)  but  to  ccntri* 
bute  to  their  relief  and  cure  if  it  were  pofilble,  by  encouraging  the 
furgeons  that  were  to  be  prefentlyemplpyed  about  them..  There 
were  two  or  three  upon  the  place,  who  did  their  uttermoft  to  pre* 
forve  their  lives  and  limbs,  but  found  tivee  of  them  fo  mortified, 
that  they  were  forced j>refently  to  difmembcr  two  of  thtn\>  cut^ 
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ting  off  both  legs  from  one,  and  one  leg  from  another,  the  third 
refuiing  to  be  difmembered,  died,  and  likewifc  thofe  that  fuffered 
it,  in  four  or  five  days;  one  only  ofthofe  four  recovered, 
.  ThoTe  that  went  in  the  boat  to  Renoufe  were  all  in  a  miferable 
-cafe  alfo.  One  of  them  died  in  three  weeks  time,  his  feet  and 
hands  beii^  perifhed  With  the  cold,  and  the  reft  of  us  in  a  fad  con* 
ditbn  $  one  1^  four  toes,  the  reft  had  their  legs  as  black  as  « 
Qoal,  but  by  the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  fpeedy  ufe  of  what  means 
could  be  had,  their  lives  were  preferred  to  declare  the  wondefs  of 
God  among  men.  So  that  of  twenty-one  perfons  that  were  firft 
in  the  (hip,  five  went  down  with  the  fhip,  tliree  perifhed  in  the 
long-boat,  one  in  the  cove,  and  three  more  at  Trepafie,  and  one  at 
Renoufe.  So  that  eight  only  of  the  twenty-one  furvived,  of  which 
number  the  unworthy  relater  b  one  ;  and  O  !  that  our  lives  may 
be  dedicated  entirely  to  his  praifci  who  hath  fo  gracioufly,  yea,  fo 
miriculoufly  delivered  them  out  of  the  jaws'of  death  1 

«i^  ve>i  *^»  v^^  •^^  c^^  v^^  v^,  v^»  v,»>  vtf,  v^,  t^S  v©^  «-^^  "^^  v^»  «^»  «^^ '^i  *<^  v^n  »^»  «^»  •^l  «^* 

The  Second  NARRATIVE. 

MASTER  Thomas  Reed,  yet  living  to  atteft  the  truth  of  this 
narrative f  (an  abftra^  whereof  I  procured  from  his  neareft 
relations  froni  RatcliflF,  himielf,  at  that  time,  being  at  fea)  was 
ibme  years  fince  in  Carolina  Bay,  in  Newfoundland,  to  load  fifli, 
with  which  he  defigned  to  go  for  the  Straits.  The  Ihip  according- 
ly being  loaded,  he  took  up  his  powder,  and  made  what  room  he 
could  in  his  bread^room  to  ftow  away  what  filh  he  could :  and  this 
being  done,  the  powder  was  put  down  again,  and  all  things  being 
put  in  order,  they  went  to  fupper,  and  fo  to  their  cabbins. 

At  fupper-time,  the  mafter  had  no  difpofition  at  all  to  eat,  he 
therefore  retires  htmfelf  into  his  cabbin,  to  take  hb  reft,  but  could 
not  fleep.  Whereupon  he  called  in  the  boy  to  bring  a  light,  which 
no  fooner  canie,  but  he  perceived  fmoak  to  come  out  of  the  ceiling, 
which  gave  him  an  apprehenfion  of  danger,  and  taking  more  no* 
tjce  of  it,  hcvhafted  out  of  his  cabbin,  and  cried  out,  Fire,  fire  I 

The  mate  being  by,  feared  it  might  be  in  the  gun*room,  and 
would  have  gone  down  immediate^  to  examine  it ;  but  before  he 
could  ftir  a  foot  farther,  the  fhip  blew  up. 

The  terrible  blow  was  given  juft  behind  the  mafter's  back, 
which  rent  and  carried  away  all  the  clothes  from  his  back-parts, 
and  blew  him  up  upon  the  main-yard,  where  it  laid  him  in  a 
trance,  but  fb  equally  and  exa£Uy  poized  that  he  fell  not^  the 
mate  fell  alfo  upon  his  back,  and  lay  u{)on  him  :  but  the  mafter 
recovering  at  laft  fome  fenfe,  and  feeling  an  heayy  weight  upon  his 
bicky  be  began  to  ftruggle  to  take  bold  of  the  fbrouds,  which 
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timed  over  the  mate^  who  fell  into  the  fea^  and  was  lee*  W* 
more. 

The  (hip  funk  iinme<)iatel7,  and  that  with  fach  a  noife  in  thft* 
water>  tliat  he  was  forced  to  climb  as  faft,  and  as  high  as  he  could^ 
and  fo  hang  till  a  boat  irom  another  fhip  came  and  faved  hiou* 
Thus  one  among  many  was  miraculoufly  plucked  Out  of  the  j^ws 
of  death,  and  he  fo  bruiied  and  wtak  with  the  blo#»  that  it  was 
long  before  he  recovered  ;  yet  at  laft  hb  lamene&  was  cored^  and 
he  rfcttimed}  to  the  wonder  of  ail  men. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

I.  TN  this  relation,  there  is  a  concurrence  of  rsn^e  and  wonderful 
•  j|[  circumftances;  As,  (i.)  The  indifpofcdncfs  of  the  mafter 
that  evening  both  to  meat  and  fleep,  though  he  knew  no  reaiba  to 
Under  him  from  the  one  or  other.  Here  feeras  to  be  a  plain  pre- 
fage  of  approaching  danger,  whllft  as  vet  there  was  not  the  ieaft' 
fuQ>iciou$  circumdance  in  light.  This^  fome  afcribe  to  a  certain 
nnufual  era/is  of  the  body,  others  to  an  overpoife  of  complexion^ 
which  is  much  the  fame :  for  mj  own  part,  I  am  fatisfied  that  fuch 
pre(ages  as  this,  (the  like  whereunto  hath'  been  obierved  in  divers 
others  before  their  death,  or  fome  imminent  danger}  is  from  tbe^ 
infplratlon  of  feme  fpirit,  in  a  fupematural  way. 

Bodinus  teils  us  of  a  good  man  of  his  time  and  acqtkaintanoepC 
who  had  many  remarkable  and  flrange  premonitions  given  Iridi  of 
approaching  danger ;  and  that  one  time  being  in  very  gicat  dan- 
ger, and  newly  gone  to  bed,  he  was  unqniet,  and  couid  by  no 
means  reft,  but  was  forced  to  rife  again,  and  fpend  the  night  in 
watching  and  prayer.  The  day  following  he  efeaped  the  haunds  of 
his  perfecutors  in  a  «ronderful  manner  \  which  being  done,  in  his 
next  ileep  he  Teemed  to  hear  a  voice,  faying,  Now  dng,  ^uiJhUt 
in  UMuU  Akiffimi  t  ^  He  that  dwelleth  in  the  fecret  places  of  the 
<«  Mbft«High,  fliall  abide  under  the  fltadow  of  the  Aimighty."* 

a.  The  providence  of  God  was  aUb  wonderful  in  nicking  the 
very  minute,  wherein  he  was  to  be  preferved,  which  had  it  been 
flipt,  there' had  been  -no  efeape  from  deftnu^on  :  for  had  he  ftaid 
a  minute  longer  in  the  cabbin,  he  had  been  fliattered  to  pieces, 
and  had  he  come  out  fooner,  h^  and  the  mate  had  certainly  gone 
down  into  the  gun-room,  and  both  had  periflied  there.  O  how  • 
many  fubftantiai  documentt  and  inftruAions  may  that  tme  dr- 
cuikiftance  of  time  afford  to  the  vrife  and  ferious  obfervers  of  pio* 
vkience  I 

3.  It  was  little  lefs  than  a  miracle  of  providence,  that  the  fiuaei 
i)low  which  fliattered  a  (lout  4hip  in  picccfe,  blew  <sthert  away  to 
dcftru^tinn  in  a  moment,   had  its  commiffion  from  heaven  onJy  10 
blow  off  the  clothes  from  his  back^  and  place  him  in  a  pecibA^ 
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oqutpoizc  upon  the  jrard  of  the  (hip,  where  he  w^s  fettled  as  thr 
earth  itfelf  b,  Ponderlbus  libratafuis  ,•  evenly  baboced  or  poized 
with  it9  own  weight ;  the  leaft  ftroggle  of  a  man  derived  of  feafe 
as  he  was,  had  been  his  ruin. 

I  do  heartily  wiih  a  life  made  (o  remarkable  b)r  the  wonders  of 
proTidence,  may  be  no  leis  remarkabl^e  for  eminent  and  fefioiv 
godUnefs,  and  that  his  life  may  be  devoted  to  Godj  whkh  hath 
been  (b  miraculoufly  preferved  by  him. 


ANTIPHARMACUM  SALUBERRIMUM/Qr,  A 
ferious  and  feafonabie  Cav£at  to  all  the  bAlNTS 
in.  this  Hour  of  remptation» 


THE  PREFACE. 
Readeh, 

A  S  God  hath  ftretched  out  the  expanfumt  at  firmament  of 
jf\^  heaven,  over  the  natural  worlds  (6  hath  he  ftretched  oat 
£u  word  over  the  ratioqal  worlds  and  as  in  that  he  hath  placed  the 
fiars  and  luminaries  to  enlighten  the  earthy  and  to  be  for  iigns  apd 
fssifoDs^  Gen.  i..  14.  fo  hath  he  placed  aconftellation  of  fcriptures 
in  this  alfoy  by  which  they  that  are  ikilful  in  the  word  of  righteooi^ 
Dcfi  may  difcem  very  much  the  defigns  and  ifiTues  oi  theib  rolling 
and  amazing  providences  that  are  over  our  heads. 

And  douDtkisy  ^  nothing  more  fettles  and  fupports  the  hearts  ^of 
faints  under  terrible  and  tempe/faions  providences,  than  to  view 
them  in  their  reference. aod  relation  to  the  world :  for  of  theie  w^ 
may  fav,  as  David  doth|  PfaL  cxlviii.  &>  of  the  ftormy  winds,  that 
they  fulfil  his  word,  and  are  the  undouiKed  accompliQ&ments  of  itf 
predictions  and  prophecies. 

Now  to  thofe  that  heedfuUy  obferve  the  Scripture-pr(^hecieS| 
relating  to  the  ruin  and  deftruAion  of  antichrift,  it  cannot  but  ap» 
pear  that  their  accampliihment  is  nigh,  and  that  glorious  defign 
cpme  even  to  the  birth.  *  But  then^  as  the  darkeft  part  of  the 
lught  is  that  which  immediately  precedes  the  dawning  of  the  day^ 
fo  before,  the  vial  of  the  lord's  indignation  be  poured  out  upon  thp 
throne  of  the  beaft,  it  will  be  a  time  of  trouble  to  the  faints^  fuch 

*  All  right  and  Uws  ihaU  periib  and  be  confooaded;  there  ihall  be  no  iaklifv^ 
kids  in  men  ;  no  peace,  nor  fname,  neither  fafiety  nor  order ;  and  of  thu  confufioa 
this  ihall  be  the  caufe,  that  the  Roman,  name,  hf  whick  tb«  world  it  now  viM» 
JUf  be  talen  away  &Qia  the  earths  -^ 
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8S  never  was  fincc  man  was  upon  the  earth,  Dan.  xii.  i.  *Rev.  xt 
7,3.  The  witneflcs  of  Jcfus  muft  fifft  be  flain,  and  their  dead 
bodies  for  a  time  lie  in  the  ftreets  of  the  great  city :  And  as  the 
natnralifts  obierve,  that  a  bead  never  bites  more  furioufly  and  dead«* 
ly,  than  when  dying,  even  fo  it  is  with  this  beaft  alfo  which  hatb 
irbn  teethi  and  is  terrible  above  all  that  were  before  it,  Dan.  vii. 
7.  And  when  the  ftrong  God  arifeth  to  jadge  Babylon,  fiie  flxall 
be  found  quite  drunk  with  the  blood  of  the  faints  and  martyrs  of 
Jefus,  Rev.  xvii.  6,  So  that  we,  whofe  lots  are  fallen  into  fuch  a 
day  as  this,  wherein  the  fierceft  rage  of  the  laft  und  moft  fu- 
rious of  all  the  beafts,  is  falling  in  a  dreadful  ftorm  upon  all  the  re- 
formed churches  of  Chrift,  had  need  of  a  more  than  ordinary  de- 
gree of  faith  and  patience,  to  eftabliQi  us  in  the  truth,  and  enable 
us  to  bear  a  glorious  teftimony  for  the  Lord  Jefus. 

If  any  man's  heart  now  (hall  fail  him,  and  to  avoid  the  fury  of 
antichrift,  (hall  bafely  betray  the  truth,  and  fbrfake  the  camp  of 
Chriii,  and  receive  the  mark  of  the  bead,  though  not  in  his  fore- 
head, yet  in  his  hand,  by  a  politic  and  fecret  compliance  with  his 
worfhip,  that  man  is  adjudged,  by  the  dreadful  fentence  of  the 
gp&at  God,  to  drink  the  cup  of  his  pure  and  unmixed  wrath  and 
indignation.  Rev.  xiv.  10.  even  fuch  as  the  devils  and  damned 
drink  :  For  we  may  fay  of  that  wrath,  which  is  ordinarily  poured 
out  upon  finners  in  this  life,  as  they  fay  of  darknels,  Non  dantur 
pwne  tenebra ;  there  is  no  pure  or  perfeA  darknefs  here;  (b 
neither  is  there  any  pure  unmixed  wrath  here,  it  hath  in  this  Bfe 
an  allay  of  fparing  mercy  in  it ;  but  this  is  pure. 

To  prevent  this  fad  iffuc,  and  prcfervc  thee  from  this  tcrribk 
wrath  of  the  Lamb,  are  the  following  counfek  and  cautions  dciign- 
ed  and  intended  :  And  Oh  !  that  they  might  be  blefled  to  eftablifh 
the  Aiding  feet  of  tempted  faints ;  for  I  cannot  without  trembling 
obferve,  how  many  forward  profeffbrs  begin  to  give  ground  already 
and  h\\  into  a  compliance  with  antichriflian  abominations ;  furely 
this  is  the  worfl  time  that  ever  they  could  have  chofen  for  it,  now 
that  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  the  heart  of  Chrift  againft  her,  and 
the  year  of  his  redeemed  even  come  ;  his  righteoufnefs  fo  nigh  at 
hand,  and  his  falvation  ready  to  be  revealed. 

I  (hall  detain  thee  no  longer,  but  intreat  thee  to  weigh  thefe 
things,  brought  to  thy  hand  by  providence,  and  with  the  (pint  of 
love,  to  cover  the  weakncfles  of  the  author,  who  is  (cnfible  of  his 
own  infirmities,  and  continual  need  of  divine  afllAance,  to  enable 

*  It  is  obfervable,  that  Rome,  in  this  prophecy,  bears  the  name  of  Egypt  and 
Babylon,  in  rcfpcA  of  the  mifery  and  bondage  exercifed  upon  God*ft  people  by  it; 
by  which  alfo  is  not  obfcnrely  hinted,  the  time  and  manner  of  their  deliverance 
Irom  it.  For  both  from  the  one  and  the  other,  were  the  Jews  delivered,  when  r^ 
duced  to  the  greaceft  extremity,  £zod.  vi.  9.  and  Ezek.  zxzvii.  <i,  ii. 
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liim  to  ftand)  atnl  to  i^at,  end.  fomefily  begs  a  remembrance  m  tiy 
fraftrs^  woben  ibj-^heart  u  mf/i  *  warmed^  enlarged^  and  raijed  in 
communUn  vnth  tiy  GuL 

I.  FareweL 


Antipharmacum  Saluberrimoaa^  &ie« 

WlEN  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  great  Shepherd  o^  the 
flbeep,  beheld  tlie  multitude,  hthz^-^'jccmpaffton  on  thejn, 
becauie  they  fainted  f,  and  were  as  flicep .  having  na  flicpherd, 
Matth.  IX.  3V^  '  '      .  ,  .'  \       .  .     /    * 

After  the  pattern  of  thofe  tender  bowels  ^t  Chrifl:',  ttie 'chief 
ihej^erd,  do  th)?  bowels  of  compai&on  Infufed  bv  him  into  his 
mioifters^tbe  updcr-fliepherds,  work  and  move  tdwardls  the  fiocl^, 
In  like  ca^es  and  exigencies.  God  is  ijy^.rrirorfC^arth  thaj'^gr^t 
apdftlc)  how  greatly  1  long  after  you  all*!f.  t/»}  or  after  the  manner 

of thp bowels ^je/us'CA'r^Ji^i  i. 8.'  ]?  '^^  ''  / '  '  ''^  .:;;;;'' 

Aivjt  trul];;»  coniic^enng  the  deep  iiiftreitesV  and  lahgiiKhihg  con^ 
ditioDSi  to  yhicK  n^any  thOufartds  of  the '^fd's  flock  arc  at  this 
day  eicppfad',  how  niany  among  rou  are  Wandering  froin  mountain 
to  Wl^,if?)flng  pafturi,  but  firidmg  none  j  atld'Tilb^  tijbfe  troops  bf 
Tema,!  Job.vi.  J 9.  re.tuW  a(hamcd/and'di(appoihtea^^ 
places  where  you  wer^  wont  to  be  refre(he3,  enlarged,  quickened-: 
A^id  twwyQur  pretended  Ihcpherds  havQ  taken  to  th^fclves  the  J 
inftnunents  of  a  foolilh' flicpherd,  ruling  you  wit'h  for^e  and 
rigouTi  Ezck.  xxxlv.4.  «  not  fparing  the  flock/*  it  makes"  Ihy 
heart  melt  within  me,  and  my  compafHons  for  you  flow  togeth^« 

And  further,  apprehending  what  a  deep  and  deQ>erate  defign 
i^our  adverfary  the  devil  bath  upon  you,  in  this  hour  of  temptation, 
to  o;¥crthrQw  your  faith,  quench  your  love,  and  undermine,  the 
very  foundation  of  your  profeflionj  and  what  Angular  and  extra- 
ordinary advantages  he  hath  now  upon  you,  engaging  yoti  fingly 
and  apart ;  your  faithful  teachers  being  remove^  Into  corners, 
your  focietics  broken,  dangers  threatening  oti  every  fide,  carnal 
neighbours  and  relations,  by  perTuaiions,  examples,  and  dahgefous 

Vol.  IV.  3U        ;  ^  .^  ' 

*  puhe  etrnmcrcium^  fed  brrvi  momentum^  eumtatu/uerit^  memento' met.     Betilf 

*  His  bowels  yearned,  ctf-YXfto^nO*).  Bowels  are  a  mAaphol',  to  flgnfly 
motberiy  and  tender  mercies,  Luke  i.  78.  -v   • 

'f  ExXeAv/AtMi  XMi  Eppi/iA/uic>oc,  quite  Tpent,  thtd,  and  &Ucb  dowm 

%  [A]putforl«y«r.].  •.-.»,  .^...    . 
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iftfimialiom,  di^ng^  about  a«d  looicnfiig  your  ropty  asd  fevpnc- 
fariqg  for  four  uttot  fiibverfiooy  bytlK  acxt  g^  oltempftatipM: 
I  thought  it  high  time  to  come  into  your  affiftafioeaad  neKe^vridi 
a^vword  of  couufel  and  fupport,  though  I  venture  for  you,  as  C^vid's 
worthies  did,  to  bring  him  the  waters  of  the  well  of  Bethkhem 
through  the  hoft  of  the  Philiftines. 

And  n)aK,I  bi|f  .gfyififi^  die  peace  of  laine  4|rn  4X)Dfcience,  by 
discharging  faithfully  a  duty  to  which  it  impells  me,  and  have  the 
Ueffing  of  feme  poor  foul  ready  to  perifh  ,coip^  upon  ipt^  1 4iall 
li^lft  r^g^  ttif  p^ns  or  h?za^  pf  .this  oit^rprjze  for  jispu/  ^ 

'I^  pi^.  defigo  of.th^  few  fheek,  is  to  countermfe^  ifae 
^ClP^^e^iy  f^ybur'ipuls  in  his  prefentgraQd  deQgps  agsdnft  you^eirfier 
*ui  pobt  of  dafoility,'  by  uniettling  you  \  or  of  duty,  by  affii^tinig 
:^yp)i ; .  Qi;  o{4comCoc^  by  diCbour^glog j^q. 

To  prevent  t^q  (ifcceis  of -Uie  temptei*,  in  all^  or  either  of  tlic&s 
I  f^all  offer  you  piy  beft  ^ft^nce  under  chefe  eiji;tit  elDfuing  beads 
\qi  ad\^ce  and  cou^fel ;  be(eechih2  you,  by  iXi  thip  dear.regard  yoo 
^ve  to  tl^9  dr^j(urai^  jlpmus  name'  of  God;  which  is  called  npim 
you,  £ph.  iv.  i/CoL  i;  lo^  ii,  ^T^.ii.  ij^' cm*  to  yobrpwn 
jpredpus  ^d  imo^ortal.  fouls,  whole  et^al  tiappineft  i$  not  a  }htlc 
v^2^.d  in  tfaeie  thingp..^|i^i£)i,  3C.  3^*  641.  vi.  0.  qrto  the  com- 
Tortjwd  encpufagem  blTjour  fufferini;  and  afiliaed  Qiliiifteifi  and 
ibrethern  ,abroa<^^  great  j)art  of  w1h>(^  Ipiyj^  ^^^  ^  '^  ]^^ 
meixyl  i  T^eijt .  ui.  8[1.  Qol  Ii.  5.  and  is.  ^  ii  w^Ft,  boynd'iip  in 
]K)ur  ft^bilit^ii.  that  you  wiU  heedfully  obfei^Vind^mbrace^hclead- 
'mo|utions^afc$:oi^jQ&  to  the  weight  aiul  evId^QcetKat'are  ihflxem^and 
Set  not  any  seChlyinteref^  in  the  world  ca^  ydu  ^g^ft'tbe  cym- 
^TiAions  tha^may,  Uerebjr,  be  left  uporiyoOr  doiilciences*, 

^d  the  ^A  advice  to  counfel  is  this ;    f 

'  COUNSEL  I. 

:  Cleave  Jafi  to  Chftfi^  and  the  profeffign  yo^  hmx  Jormerfj  ptade  ef 
piip^^  Huhat  iiJpeEi  foever  the  titnes  have  t^on  you^ 
..  PAloi  xhv.  18,  1 9), 20,  21.  '<  Our  heart  is  not  turned  back, 
,<f  neith^  have  our  fteps  declined  from  thy  way,  thoudi  thou  haft 
^'^  fprc  broken  us  in  the  place  of  dragons^  and  covered  us  whh  the 
><  ii^Tidoy  of  death.  If' we  hav^  forgotten  the  name  of  the  Lont, 
.*'  Of^ilrgtched  out' our  hands  to  a  ftrange.god:  Ihali  not  fSod 
«<  foarch^this  out?  for  he  kooweth  tht  fecrets  of  the  heMt.** 
Hence  thofe  new  converts,  who  were  turned  to  the  Lord  in  a 
time  of  great.temptation  and  perfecution,  were  fo  eamefHy  pcr- 
i^^adf 4«  A(h  ».  zy.  <<  That  with  piir^fe  pf  heart  they  would 
<(<  cleave  unto  the  Lord ;''  1.  e.  as  diey  hs^d  made  a  good  cbokc» 
fo  now  to  ftick  to  tjieir  chcike,  and  not  rqmit  of  i t>  wha^  |wer  idler- 
ward  they  ikonld  meet  with.  O  take  heed,  left  aficr.yoa  liiive 
Med  up  your  hand  to  God,  you  ihguld  lift  up  your  h^  ag^nft 
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hinw    Thoni^  the  *  liypgcrke-  urill  -aot  pray  ^lw;if^  j0i.  f  .the 
upright  foul  abhors  ta  ftneb  firooa  his  duty^  let  c^ac  e»  hiiA  what 
will.    U  18  now  aufvnm  wkb.Qia»y  flouriibifig  pBtfeflbrti  but  if 
tbott  bea^trse  plaat^  1^  the rivep4k(e,i  thy  l^fliaU  nol  initheri 
Pfakiv  i.    You  loc^  for  happmft  i^  Jong  »»  Godt  k  'm  htaPeap  aad* 
be  fure  God  loek^far  hoUoefg  as  loag  aa  you  beoa^earch.    What  • 
duty  k  more  impoftunataly  urgedi  ufXA  you  by  tvtry  polt  of  the 
gofpel>  tJMU  ftabittty?  The  precapdve  part  ptFamptDnly  re^ire^ 
it.    See  Rev.  ii.  lo.  H^b»  iv.:i4*  Rcnr.  iij*  iii.  thefe  be  cora* 
mands  flowing  from   fovereignty;  clothed  wkhthe  higheft  dii«* 
thority.    The  minatory  part  urges  us;  See  Heb^^  %,  j9.  Mit. 
x^  2ir  Rev.r  »i  8.  and  thefe  dveadfhl  threats  are  difehnf;ed- 
aganift  the  fpul^  and  levelled  at  the  very  breaft  of  the  apoi^tter 

The  ptonuflbry  part  marvelioufly  encouragss  it^  a  ftreet  voice 

feexns  to  coinu  down  froi^  heaven  in  thefe  pmoiifes,  fiqriag,  GM 

/oBlSf  ioUfafif.  if^verjou  bopeUpfff^s  tie  ghrythai  is^  hire^  hoUf^^ 

Oai»  vi.  9^«]Hat«  x»  aa«  Rev.  iij.  i2|  2i.  .Rev.  ui.  7.  '    r 

Now^  left,  all  this  ihould  leave  but  a  floating  and  inefib£bnl: 
oonviAion  uponyou,^e  me  leave  tafolloir it  alittle  iatther^  aud> 
endeavour  to  work  ii  in  by  a  few  warming  coafideratiosks  upos 
your  hearts 

I.  Cooiider,  God  hath  hanged  the  whole  weigUof  ettaial  &ap«. 
{ttneb  upon  this  wire  \  fo  that  the  deepcft»  dearefti  and  everhdk 
ting  intereft  of  thy  foul  is  bound  up  in  thy  peii!(verance>  Rom.  & 
7.  GaL*^.  9.  Heb.  iii.  14.  and  if  £>»  merhkiks-this  Ihould  makC' 
thee  cUng  £sift»  defpiie  dangers^  &ce  the  ftor«»  and  make  a  ftand' 
for  Chrift,  let  come  on  thee  what  wilh;  For»  coufider  foid,  what 
comparifon  betwixt  a  moment's  fu&btegt  atid  this etemalglory  f 
Rom.  viii.  iSb  .a  Cor,  iv.  16, 17,  t&.  Oh  that^vaft  eternity  I  that 
amazing  word  !  which  noae  but  he  that  was  from  eternity^  and  is 
to  eternity,  comprehenfively  undevftands  :  When  a  foul  &  fwal** 
lowed  up  in  itj  yea^  or  when  ft  fits  in  a  dying,  hour  trenibiittg 
upon  the  brink  of  it}  how  are  its  a^preheniioni  of  prefent  things 
altered  I 

1^  Confider  how  conftant  and  faithful  Jefu^-Chrift  was  to  thee». 
vriien  he  conflided  in  the  days  of  his  flefiiy  with  fufieringS}  dsA* 
gers,  and  didiculties  inBnitely  beyond  thine  ;  and  what  a  motive 
that  ihould  be  to  perfuade  thee  to  a  bold  and  eonftant  owiung  of 
him  in  this  day  of  thy  trial  ?  i  Tim^  vi.  I2|  13^  14.  «  Fight  the 
<<  good  fight  of  faithi  lay  hold  on  eternal  life,  wbereunto  thov 
«<  art  aUb  called,  and  haft  profefied  a  good  jwdeffion  before  1 


•   Job  TLTiL  10. 

f  Dan  vL  la  Excepting  cowardice,  or  flinching  from  God's  casfc,  yon  may 
fttppaTe  any  thing  o£  me  wEo  tare  korne  ibe  faiWed  and  oiitn|pe  af  the  whok 
world    Lutbtr, 
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«f  oy .  wkflcflfes.  I  give  fKcc  chiu^c  m  the  fight  of  God,  who 
<«  quicfeenefh  ^It  ^hihgs,  and  before  Jefus  Chriftj  who  befbfre  Pon- 
<t  tius  Pilate  "iAtrikSSA  a  good  confdilon,  that  thoa  keep  this 
'♦  co#»n4ndmerit  whhout  fpor."  He  flinched  not  when  the  ter- 
ronrof  death  ahd'hdl  befet  him  roiittd  :  He  was  faithful  to  the 
t«aft -committed  to'him,  tiH  death  beat  the  laft  breath  oat  of  his 
breaft.  If  thon  now  ftart  from  him,  may  not  he  fky  to  thee  as 
that  Roman  ibldier  faid*  toihis  g^eneralf  who  refiifed  his  petition  af- 
ter tbe  war  was  elided,  « Well  (faith  he)  I  did  not  fcpre  you  fo  at 
<- Aci»rftie  of  Aftfum/ 

."^'INetcr  hnagint  to  be  owned  sittd  acknowledged  by  him  in  that 
gjbcirtdfey,  if  thou  defert  his  cauie  and  ihtercft  now,  Mat.  x.  33. 
M'fie  that  is  afliamed  of  meb^^fo/remen^  of  ^im  ^ill  I  be  afba* 
««  mcd,*'  wheft  I  come  in  my  Fathei<*s  gtofy,  and  mine  owtt  glory, 
a^  the  ^lory  of  «he  holy  angels.  Oh,  firs,'  cfrie  of  ^rib-  days  the 
Ifbrd  will  break  out  of  heaven  with  a  *  (hout,  accompanied  with 
f  myriads  of  angels,  and  ten'tbotifiu^ds  of  his  faints,  tkofe  glif- 
ttriog  courtiers  of  heaven,  %  the  heavens  and  earth  ifa-  a  dreadfbl  ^ 
donflagratiob  round  about  hini  $  $  the  ^ves  fl^ll  open,  the  ki 
and.the(»aDlh^ve  up  their  dead-:  ||  Thixifhak  fee  him  afoend  the 
awful  feat  of  judgment,  f  his  faithful  ones  fitting  on  the  bench  as 
afiefibrsvrith  him  5  ^I'^Ilfl^fh  gathered  before  hiBi,.**  even  mul- 
titndes,  'multitudes  in  that  valley  of  decifion  ;  and  then  to  be  pub- 
lidy  dHbwned  by  him  in  the  faee  of  that  gi^t  afl^mbly,  and  pio* 
daiiBricdia  traitoi^  and  delinquent  'to'  hkn  that  feared  A  not  to  deny 
Ifimv^nd  betray  his  truths  into  his  enemies  hhnds,  becaufe  of  the 
fiN)4»slof  ^  poor  worm^that  (hall  die,  and  be  made  as  grafs: 
O  wh'a^  confiifioii  and  elieHa(flng  fhame  fhall  cover  thee  I  TUs, 
this  is  the  portion  df  allfuch  ii>om  the  hand  of  the  Lord  \  2  Tim. 
iL  1 2.  (<  ff  we  deny  him,  he  ^Ifo  #111  deny  us." 

if.  'Cbrifider,  e'er  thou  let  go  thy  profeffion,  how  remarkably 
^e  rightieous  hand  of  heaven  hath  met  whh,  and  paid  hoo^  the 
apoftates,  evei^  in  this  life ;  which  neverth^efs,  is  but  as  a  few 
drops  upon  them  before  the  cloud  difiblve,  and  the  whole  ftonn 
£iHs  'y  tnit  as  the  parboiling  of  them,  before  they  be  roafted  in  the 
eternal  fiames.  See  what  is  become  of  Judas,  Mat.  xxvii.  3, 4,  5- 
compared  with  A^s  i.  iB.  Poor  Spira,  though  I  determioe  not 
of  his  final  ftate,  yet  what  a  living  monument  of  wrath  was  he 
whilft  he  lived ;  I  ftei  (faith  he)  « the  very  tormcots  of  hell  m 
^  my  foul.*  Lucian  and  Jxiliai),  two  fcoffing  apoftates,  the  one 
torn  to  pieces  by  dogs  ;  the  other,  when  mortally  wounded  by  a 
dart,  flings  up  his  blood  towards  heaven  in  «  way  of  revenge, 
—  ■'■■■■■  .^■■— —  ■     '  ■ '  1 1     — —  • 

•'  I  Thcff.  iv.  16.  t  J"dc  14.      .         }  a  Pet.  iii.  xo,  $  John  v.  »8. 

'  )f  Matth.  uv.*  31.  1  1  Cor.  yu  ».         4  Mat.  txy.  3a.     '    •  •  Joel  iii.  14* 
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and  trier,  *  Thott  haft  overcome tne,  O  Galilean/ 

5.  Suppofe  thou  efcape  fuch  a  ftroke,  yet  never  expeA  %  toA^'- 
fertable  hour  in  this  world  a^y  more,  unlefi  the  Lord  give  tlSe^ 
unfeigned  repentance  to  life,  which,  in  iuch  cafes,  is  but  feldom : 
Thou  mayel^  have  as  much  eomfbrt  m  thy  enjoyments  here,  for 
which  thou  haft  fold  Chrift,  as  Judas  had-  in  his  thirty  pieces,  or  i 
Spira  in  his  wife  and  children ;  Mark  vtti.  35.  *<  Whofoevar  will 
<'  fave  his  fife,  (hall  lofe  it,"  (i.  e.}  at  lead  its  coflUTort. 
COUNSEL  IL 

Touch  ndt  wth  idolatry  and  fuperJUtion  ;  under  what  nime  &  no^  * 
thnfoever  it  he  prefented  to  you. 

I  John  y.  21. .«  Little  children,  keep  yourfelves  from  idoh." ' 
Here  you  had  need  be  exceeding  cautelous,  and  •  circumfpeft,  (t .) 
Becaufe  it  is  a  creeping  thing  which  works  in  itfc!f  by  plaufible  ^- ' 
tences  and  infinuations,  2  Pet.  ii.  i.  £ph.  iv.  14.  €01.11.23.  In 
vrtiich  Tt£pt&  {m^ery']  is  written  in  the  whore's  forehead,  Rev. 
xvii;  5.  JFor  as  Dr  tJfher  well  obfcrves,  «The  Roman  apoftafy 
«  ftole  into  the  church  difguifcd,  and  by  degrees.*  It  is  a  myftery 
of  iniqteitf'  (iaith  the  apoiile)  and  a  working  myftery,  2  TheC  ii, 
7.  IniquitdJ,  fid  myOica,  pietatis^  et  jidelitatis  nomine  paUiata  ;  u  e. 
iniquity,  but  a  myiHcal  iniquity,  becaufe  palliated  and  ctoaked  un- 
der the  name  and  pretence  of  piety  and  fidelity.  Idolatrous  prac- 
tices have  a  (hew  of  wifdom,  Col.  ii.  23.  (i.  e.  faith  f  Davenant  on 
the  place)  <  They  are  more  raodeft  than  to  pretend  an  immediate  re- 
<  velatioD  of  the  Spirit :"  Yet  left  their  placets  and  inventions  flbobld 
want  a  pretext  of  Divine  wiWom,  they  are  wont  to  fay,  that  their 
doArines  and  traditions  are  hot  indeed  copfigned  to  writing  by  the 
apoftles,  but  delivered  by  lively  voice,  according  to  that,  H^e  fpeak 
ntfifdom  among  them  that  are  perfect :  And  by  the  name  of  this  wit 
dom,  every  one  calls  his  own  fiftions.  Saith  Irenxus,  lib.  3. 
cap.  3,  'Thus  fometimes  under  the  pretext  of  wifdom,  order,  de- 
•  cency,  apoftolical  traditions,  antiquity,  the  power  of  the  church, 
f  8cc.  it  fteals  upon  men  %  infeniibly,  dpecially  being  fo  advan- 
f  taged  by  the  pronencfs  of  corrupt  nature  to  it.'  To  this  purpofe 
it  is  obfervable,  that  Babylon,  the  mother  of  harlots,  is  faid.  Rev. 
xvii*  4.  to  give  the  wine  of  her  fornication  in  a  golden  cup.  Wine 
in  itfclf  is  temptingly  pleafant^  but  more  fo  when  j>refented  in  a  gol« 
dea  cup;   the  brims  ||  whereof  arc  fogarcd  and  fweetened  to  make 

•  ^i  eavei  n*  decifiiaiur,  vir  cavet;  cum  enhn  covet  ^  ei  emm  eavijfe  rat  us  g/f,  fafe  is 
e4tttt9r  fafftut  eft.  When  a  man  watches  againft  being  deceived,  he  does  it  with  hti« 
man  infirmities,  when  he  even  adually  watches  and  apprehends  he  hath  done  it  to 
purpofe,  jet  fuch  an  one  is  often  enfnared. 

-f-    Davenant  in  iof. 

t  It  gradually  began  to  be  had  in  efteem  by  long  ufe,  and  Hh  tacit  approbation 
of  the  learned,  increaling  in  eiteem  infeniibly* 

g  ydati  ^uerh  abfyntbia  tetra  mcdcMcsy  cum  dare  emmUwr  frmi  was  /MwXf  attwm  t 
CQa$infrunt  dulci  mtUhfJlavejtte  lifuore.     i.vcr.  {.  834* 
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it  the  more  gratefiil.  Therefore,  Uttk  childreoi  I  iiiea«  ycm  finw 
pl^  l^laiii^.  xrodalotis  fouls,  apt  to  be  taken  with  fine  glittering 
,  thjo^y  look  to  yourfelve^ ;  (a.)  Becaufe  nothing  more  provokes 
and  infl^unes  the  firey  wrath  of  the  Lord,  who  is  a  jealous  God» 
than  this  doth;  it  makes  his  anger  come  up  in  his  face,  as  that  ex.- 
pDrifioB- iSpEssek.  xxxviii.  i8.  and  kindles  confuming  wrath».£zek.« 
xliiL  Tbc  9y  ^-  Upon  this  account  the  blefled  God  complains^  after 
the  manner  of  men,  as  if  Us  heart  were  broken,  £zek.  vi.  9.  **1 
«  am  [broken]  with  their  whoriih  heart,  and  with  their  [eyes] 
**  ^which  go  a  whoring  after  their  idok."  If  it  be  bat  an  unduifte 
glance  upon  an  idol,  it  goes  to  the  veqr  heart  of  God :  When  he 
feeti^  his  peqple  yielding  to  the  temptations  of  it,,  he  ihrieks,  as  it 
wese;,  and  cries  out.  Oh  /  do  not  this  abominaUe  thing  that  I  baU  : 
OhI  if  there  iie  in  you  the  hearts  of  cbiklren>  do  not  that 
wUch  deth,  as  it  were,  break  the  heart  of  your  father. 

^fejt.  But  what  mean  you  t^  idolatry  and  foperftitioa?  We 
hope  there  are  no  fuch  things  praftifed  among  us)  Pagans  and 
Papifts  may  be'  guiUy  of  it  ? 

Sok  Give  qie  leave  here  to  open  tbefe  things  unio  yoii»  and 
then,  perhaps,  you  may  fee  them  nearer  to  you,  than  yon  are 
aware  of}  and  that  this  caution  is  a  word  in  feafon. 

Idola$9j  thei),  according  to  the  true  and  generally  reodved  de^ 
finkiMt  of  it,  is  *  a  religious  worihip,  given  either  to  that  which 
is  not  the  true  God,  or  to  the  tme  God  himielf,  but  otherwife 
thaa  be  bath  prefcribed  in  his  word..  From  hence  we  plainly  (ee 
that  worihip  may  be  idolatrous  two  ways ;  (i*)  In  refpedt  of  the 
object:  if  it  have  any  thing  befides  the  true  God  for  itsobjef)^  it  k 
grafs  idolatry;  fucb  as  the  firft  commandment  condemns.-  Pagaa 
idolatry,  which  the  light  pf  the  gofpel  hath  long  iince  profligated 
and  expelled  out  of  tbefe  parts  of  the  world.  Or,  (a.)  In  refpe£fe 
of  the  manner,  when  we  worflaip  the  true  God,  hut  in  a  way  and 
manner  which  he  hath  not  prefcribed  in  his  word,  but  is  invented 
and  devifed  by  ourfeives ;  and  this  is  condemned  as  idolatry  in  the 
fisrendf  commandment ;  Thou  Jhalt  not  {mahi  to  tbjfflf^  i.  e.  oat 
of  thine  own  brain,  or  of  thine  own  head,  any  \jgraven  image i^ 
imdeo  which  title  all  human  jnvention^,  corrupting  the  pure  and 
iimple  worihip  of  God>..are  prohibited .  as  tddatrous  2  for  images^ 
»    "1*     ■    ■  ■    ■  I  ■    I      I    I. , 

^  CvHiu  r^gl^  fui  txbibtnn'  rtf,  f»st  nm  ef  vents  Jhmt :  Fel  etimmr  iff  vert  Dm^ 
fed  aCket  juam  ipfe  prafcripjit  in  verba  fuo,     RaVanclos. 

f  Ef  autem  idciolatna,  cum  vd  Jingiiir  effe  Dens,  et  coSl$ir  pro  Deoqutd  nam  ^^  «w/ 
cum  vervi  Diut  colitur  hitter  qttam'vuft  coti,     Paraius  com.  in  Rom.  L  a'j. 

\  In  this  comxnazid  the  qucflxon  is  anfwered,  which  hatb  fo  dUbnicted  the  chnixii 
in  all  ages,  fi.  Who  fliall  prefcribe  the  form  of  God's  worihip,  mall  angels  ?  fhaU 
B1en^  IhaU  the  chbrch?  (hall  councils?  The  anfwcr  is,  that  when  we  !»▼« 
chofen  Jeuovah  for  oar  God,  and  rejcAed  all  falfe  gods,  according  to  hia  firft. 
law,  kit  ou#  Blinds  ihoiiid  invent  him  any  fertice,  he  hath  here  prefcribed  Uw»^ 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


Antipbarmacum  SabAernntiim.  523 

are  her^  by  a  fyoeocfochef  put  for  all  fkUeirajrsof  worfliippuigG#d» 
as  the  beft  expofitore  cell  us*.  This  ioventiiig  or  makiDg  to*  $imx^ 
iebresy  is  that  which  makes  it  idolalry^  Amos  v.  26.  N<imb«  xv« 
39.  Hence  the  molten  calf  became  an  idol  to  the  lOracUtes,*  Hoc 
becanfe  it  was  the  ot^e£t  of  their  worAq^;  for  it  is  jiaiiiy  k  wis  Je* 
hovabf  the  true  God^  they  intended. to.  worOiip  b)r  k;  appeais 
from  Exod.  xkxjL  4,  $•  «To-!noiroi»  isafeaft  to  theLont*"  Aai, 
as  Dr  WiUet  obferves,  it  had  been  inipoffible»  that  ib  good^  onli 
at  AaroDi  would  have  yielded  to  thorn,  if  they.ihad  inleaded.^ 
wovAiip.it  as  a  <god  :  But  yet  k  ibeingjiivay  or  manner  of  mpv- 
Ikipping  the  Cme  God,  which  Iras  of  their  own  devlfingi  it  b^cooie 
idolatry.  And  this  worfliip  of  God,  in  ways  of  onr  own  inreotBily 
.bocomes  idciatrous  upon  a  dooUe  ground  £  (i«)  Asit.k  walUwoa- 
fliip ;  i.  e.  fuch  worfliip  as  hath  no  other  groond'or  wan-ant  but 
the  willof  manf.  Col.  li.  23..  and.  fo  dethrones  God,  by  fetdbg 
lip  tlie  wjtl  of  thexTcature  above  his,  and  beftowiog  the  peculiar 
boBOttr,  and  iacommuRica)}le  fovereignty  and  glory  of  tihe  UeffEd 
God  upon  the  creatnrcs)  for  the  afafolutt  ibvcretgnfy  of  God, 
which  is  has  glory,  i  ^Hm.  vL  15..  k  maatfefied  in  two  ditngs.  e£< 
paciaHy ;  in  £k  decrees,  Rocn.  is.  ao.  and  in  his  laws,  Ifa^  xiciuH. 
'ftO.  James  iv.  itt.  The  Lord  k  onr  King,  and  Lawgiver;!  and 
tiaeve  is  one  Lawgiver.  Now,  by  preicriUng  any  thii^  by  onr 
■o«rn  authority  in  the  worihip  of  God,  the  commands  of  God  an( 
inade  void.  Mat.  xv;  6.  his  royal  law  k  flighted^  the'  thxeae  of 
God  invaded  by  the  creatares,  who  will  he  a  lawgiver  too,  which 
-can^o  more,  be  bornc^  than  the  heavens  can  hear  two  fiins.;  and 
God-  is  hereby  forgotten,  as  Hof.  viii.  14.  « Kraeirhath forgoMn 
«<  his  Maker,  and  builded  temples.;''  Le.  by  building  ^mplu\ 
iirfaen  God  had  appointed  but  one  temple.  Thk  is,  as  MebnAoa 
observes.  Cum  Deo  cn^arsj  alliud  in/HtuenJo :  To  ftrive  wkh  God, 
by  inftituting  fomething  of  our  own.  And  ChryfoAome  notes, 
Horn.  ii.  ki  Horn.  That  it  ij  a  greaUt^  Jin^  in  G^d^s  nmrfiip^  U'do 
Htfiat  fjifejbou&l  not,  than  to  omit  what  wiAmldt  FoTy  (faith  be)  Jkj 
4ie  QM  Mffijbetu  the  dkffictdty  of  the  law  #  put  by  the  other,  we  charge 
tie  4a%D  and  lawgiver  with  foUy;  make  ourjehes  wi/er  than  God.:  in 
$be  eme  wejhew  our  we^^knefs,  in  not  doing  the  will  of  God  ;  hat  in  the 

}amicXU  Ur  his  oira  moft  divine  and  fpiritoal  fervice.     Hollands  foMrfuld  f.ati  •/ 

*  ^ne.  Aa^  MeduUa,  i^.  %,  p.  334.    H*Uaiid  on  the  fecond  command.  WiUot, 

I  (it  is  true)  thatf  God  loyen  indeed  a  wtlUng  'woHhipper,  that  is,  one  Who 
cheerfally  and  wiUingiy  does  whatever  Ood  has  commanded  him  to  do ;  bvt  It  U 
aa  true  ^w  the  other  hand,  that  he  hates  will-wodhip»  that  is,  thofe  fcrvicc^  tjiat 
are  performed  to  him  for  immediate  wodhipi  when  as  they  t»  ere  not  prefcribed 
and  comm  anded  by  him  ^or  that  end ;  becauie  this,  as  it  is  exprefled,  Pfa).  cvL  39. 
**  ia  to.  go  a  whoring  with  their  own  invention!.**    DavaoMt  m  ihe^Uut, 
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Mier,  our  iffiptsde^ct  to  cmtrol  the  mfdom  of  God.  Afid  it  b^  a^ 
IjaAantius  phrafes  it,  lib.  3.  cap.  13*  Summam  arrogantiam^  JU  vin* 
.dkare  quod  bumafta  conditio  mn  rec'tpit :  The  higbeft  arrogance,  to 
challenge  that,  to  our&lves,  which  the  condition  of  a  creatore  is 
-not  capable  o£  Andtpon  this  account  ii  is,  that  the  indignatioo 
and  wrath  of  Ood  Iiooke  fo  dreadfully  aqg^ft  fach  ufurpers,  as  in 
the' fad  ftoiy  of  Nadab  and  Abiho,  you  fee^  bccau£e  God  is  a  jealous 
Gody  ftnd  jealoufy  is  the  rage  of  a  maki*  Zelotes  ejl^  mkns  habere 
amjortium  in  .nmandof  can  end&fe  no  rival.  This  God  lodes 
•  upon  as  the  greateft  and^  moft  daring  wickedaeft  that  a  creature 
-can  lightly  commit,  Ho£  ix»  15.  All  their  wickednefi  is  in  Gilgal; 
,{^'79  .pro  fumnm\  i«e.  the  height  bf  their  widcednds  is  there,  be- 
•caufe  there  they  worfhipped  him  according  to  thbir  own  devices } 
which  viras  fuch  an  affront  to  the  wifdom  and  fbvereignty  of  God, 
that  he  could  by  no  means  bear  it..  This  is  called,  a  fettii^  our 
threflipld  be^es  the  Lord's  threfhold^  £zek«  xliii*  &.  and  tbe 
nearer  this  comes  to  him,  tbe  more  it  provokes  him. .  Thpiefbce  it 
■  b  iaid  in  the  fame  text,.  <<  There  was  a  wall  betwixt  me  and  them}'' 
L  e.  eitherflt  caufed  a  wall  of  feparation  betwixt  me  and  .theni»'  as 
k  is  generally  cxpotmded ;  or.  elle  it  ndte^,  how  God  is  provofcedt 
:bf  bringing  their  own  inventions  fi>  near  him  :  For  in  theHehroir 
it  is,  ^<  Tia^re  was  but  a  waU;  betwixt  me  and  them."  And  beooe 
it  is  evident,  that  do^iin^l,  f)ftidx>lical  .ceremonies,  I  mean  ioch 
^tes  and  ceremonies  as  are  brought  into  the  worQnp  of  God^  with 
a  spiritual  figiiification,  merely  upon  the  authority,  of .  man,  ade 
idolatrous  mixtures  and  additions,  and  fuch  by  which  the  liOrdis 
dreadfully  provoked.  It  is.  true,  men  pretend  ordec  and  deceacj, 
and  the  power  of  the  church, in  fu^  cafes:  bdt,  as  learned  Angiitis 
.weU.notes%  '^Thofe  things  which  pertain  to  order  and  decenqr, 
•<  are  not  {o  left  to  the  will  of  man,  that  they  may,  under  that 
«<  name,  obtrude  wliat  they  pleafe  upon  the  churches.''  All  the 
liberty  that  fcripture,  1  C&r.  xv.  46.  gives  us,  is  but  this,  to  otv 
ierve  and  perform  thofe  things  which  God  hath  inftituted«  in  an 
orderly  and  comely  manner;  and  not  to  innovate  new  things,  what* 
and  as  many  as  we  pleafe.  And  then,  (2.)  It  becomes  idolatrous 
upon  this  ground  alfo,  becaufe  this  daring  impudence  of  men,  ia 
wor(hipping  God  in  their  own  way,  argues  grpfs  and  carnal  notions 
and  conceptions  of  God.  When  we  devife  a  carnal,  pompous  way 
of  worfliip  for  him,  it  is  an  argument  we  have  fet  up  an  idol  god 
firft  in  our  imaginations,  one  like  ourfelves,  and  utterly  unlike 
the  true  Gpd  \  who  is  a  moft  fimple,  pure,  fpiritual  Being ; 
and,  as  fuch,  will  be  worfhipped,  John  iv.  24.     But  by  devifiDg 

^  lUm  igUur  qua  pertinent  adordtntm  Uf  decor em^  non  ita  reti»matMter  bemikam  mriiiri§^ 
ftt  piJfiiU  quod  iffi*  lilei,  'ful  Ub'mcmine  leetefiit  Uirudere,     Mcdiula.  p.  345. 
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fuch  a  fleflily  way  of  worfliip,  I  fay  it  is  manifeft,  we  have  fancied 
to  ourfelves  another  god,  altogether  different  from  that  God  re- 
vealed to  us  in  the  word.  Hence  it  was  that  Jofliua  told  the  peo- 
ple, JoQi.  xxiv.  19,  «<  Ye  cannot  ferve  the  Lord,  for  he  is  a  jea- 
«*  lous  God,  and  will  not  forgive  your  fins."  q.  d.  You  cannot 
ferve  the  true  God,  till  you  have  gotten  right  apprehenfions  of 
him :  You  fancy  to  yourfelves  a  God  made  up  of  all  mercy,  as  if 
he  had  no  juflice  nor  righteoufnels  to  call  you  to  an  account  for 
your  fins ;  and  fo  do  but  woHhip  an  idol,  formed  in  your  own 
imagination,  infiead  of  the  true  God.  And  if  the  thing  be  duly 
weighed,  it  will  appear  as  well  idolatry  to  fubmit  to,  and  acknow- 
ledge the  fovereign*  authority  of  a  creature,  in  appointing  laws 
for  worfhip,  or  falling  down  before  an  imaginary  god,  or  idol, 
formed  in  our  own  phantafy,  as  to  bow  to,  and  woriliip  a  graven 
image,  or  the  ftock  of  a  tree. 

Now,  hence  you  may  come  to  fee  at  once,  both  the  nature  of 
this  fecond  fort  of  idolatry,  and  alfo  the  rife  and  original  of  it ; 
'which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  proud  and  carnal  heart  of  man,  which 
not  willing  to  contain  itfelf  within  the  limits  of  the  word,  wherein 
a  plain,  iimple,  and  fpiritual  way  of  worihip  is  ruled  out,  invents 
to  itfelf  new  rites,  ceremonies,  and  ways  of  worfliipping  God, 
more  fuitable  and  pleaiing  to  the  flefh.  And  hence  it  is,  that  ido- 
latry Is  in  fcripture  reckoned  a  work  of  the  fle(h,  Gal.  v.  20.  be- 
cause man  naturally  having  a  proud  heart,  and  a  working  imagi- 
nation, which  depending  upon  fenfe,  and  not  elevated  and  recti- 
fied by  faith,  firft  forms  to  itfelf  carnal  conceptions  and  notions 
of  God  ;  and  then  devifeth  a  way  of  worihip  fuitable  to 
thofe  notions  of  him.  So  that  as  one  well  obferves ;  \  «<  This  is 
"  ,the  fountain  and  principle  of  all  error,  that  men  think  that 
«  thofe  which  pleafe  them,  mull  needs  pleafe  God  j  and  what  dif- 
<<  pleafeth  them,  mud  alfo  difpleale  him."  So  that  this  brat, 
idolatry^  is  begotten  betwixt  a  proud,  carnal  heart  and  the  de- 
vil ;  who,  iince  he  cannot  draw  men  to  the  former  fort  of  idolatry, 
endeavours  all  he  can  to  entangle  and  defile  them  with  this,  and 
that  partly  out  of  malice  to  God,  knowing  what  a  dear  thing  his 
worihip  is  to  him,  and  partly  out  of  a  defign  of  ruining  fuch  as  he 
can  entice  to  it :  For  he  knows  their  forrows  fliaU  be  multiplied. 

Vol.  IV.  No.  37.  3  X  , 

•  Hence  (even  by  Ood*s  own  interpretation  of  the  cafe)  we  implicit'}-  make 
any  one  a  god  to  us,  and  give  hin»  the  homage  due  to  a  Deity,  -when  we  fubjc^ 
onrfeives  to  hb  authority  and  inftitutions  in  the  matter  of  religious  worihip.  Amf, 

■f   Erreris  hoc  efi  principlum  quod  qua  nobis  fUtcenty  Deo  ttiam  placerc  futatnut  :  et  qtuB 
nobis  Mfpliceitt  Dto  clhm  difplicent  putamus,  ' 
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I^fal  XVI,  4»  and  God  feldom  lets  it  efcapc  without  fomc  rcmark- 
aW6  ftroke. 
■  Upon  thc'.whole  then,  you  plainly  fee,  worftip  may  be  right  as 
to  Its  objeft,  and  yet  idolatrous  in  refpeft  of  Ibe  manner  ;  becaufc 
tjie  afiaming  of  a  defpotical  power  in  this  cscfe,  is  not  only  a  flight- 
ing of  that  w/*of  B«a-»x*Jtoy,  that  royal  law,  biit  as  high  a  piece  of 
treafbn  againft  Jefus  Chrift,  as  can  lightly  be  committed  by  a  crca- 
tiirc.  I  will  (hiit  up  this  with  two  worthy  and  full  teftimonies  to 
the  truth  of  the  point  in  hand.  The  firft  is  Mclanfton*  in  ix  Cm. 
JU  ceremon*  humanis.  His  words  are  thefe,  and  they  arc  grave  and 
weighty. 

Accedit  et  hoc^  quod  epifcopt  arrogant  fhi  potejlatem  cmdendt  tra* 
dttiones^  quam  tamsn  mn  concedk  eis  evahgelittnty  fajVr.  non  eft  ieve 
crimen  Untare  Deunty  eft*  enim  non  itifirmitate  iabi^  fed  contemptu  Dei^ 
propoftto  tpfius  verboy  quaji  cum  eo  certate;  aPtud  inftiturhdOf  not 
^iXowxiw,  et  alius fapientia  nojhram  anteferre,    *  The  bifhops  arrogate 

•  to  themfelves  a  power  of  making  traditions,  which  the  gofpel 

•  hath  not  given  them.     It  is  no  fmall  crime  to  tempt  God,  for 

<  this  is  not  to  Aide  by  infirmity,  but  by  contempt  of  God,  his 

•  word  being  fct  before  them,  as  it  were,  to  contend  with  it,  by 

<  inftituting  another  thing,  and  overcome  it.  This  is  to  prefer  our 
•"wifdbni  tohis.' 

'  And  a  little  after  (having  given  fome  infiances  of  it)  he  proceeds 
thus: 

Tales  fuerunt  etfuntfontes  ailtus  idolorum.  Hac/unt  arcana  mala, 
qua politica  fapientia  non  poteft  judicare^  fed  nos  inecclefia^  ea  ccnjiderare 
debemus;  ut  monitiy  fuhjiciamus  nos  verbo  Dei^  nee  noftris  optnlmhus 
regi,.velimuf.  •  «  Such  have  been,  and  are  the  fountain  of  the  wor- 
<*fh!p  of  idols,    Thefe  are  fccret  evils,  which  political  wrfdom 

•  ■  cannot  judge.  But  we  in  the  church  ought  to  confider  thefe 
<-  things,  that  being  warned,  we  may  fubmit  oorfelvcs  to  the  word 
*"  of  God,  and  not  be  willing  to  be  ruled  by  our  own  opinions,'  &c. 

'  To  this  I  (hall  add  the  moft  worthy  teftimony  of  the  right  ho- 
nourable Lord  Brookf . 

•  A  biihop's  wearing  a  furplice,  cope,  mitre,  ufing  the  crofi, 

•  bowing  to  the  altar,  &c.  (although  they  may  be  errors)  yet  all, 

•  or  one  of  thefe  make  him  not  a  Pope,  or  popeHng,  or  properly 

<  antichriftian ;  but  receiving-  thefe  from  the  Pope's  di{|at<3^  <Io- 
f  ing  them  becaufe  he  commands,  acknowledging  him  in  command- 
«  iiig  them,  prcffingthem  on  others  with  fuch  a  defpotical  power, 
c  mokes  a  true  Pope,  a  real  Anticbrift !  Nor  may  our  bilhops 
(  evad^  by  this,  which  I  eafily  fee  wiU  be  anfwered,  that  tbotigh 


*  J*BiL   Mehn.  in  he  com.  p,  6^1,  63  a. 

t  i-ord  brook's  Trcatifc  of  Epifcopacy,  p.  to^  6x. 
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*  m^ctd  they  CJCH  a^  command  thefr  things^  yet  they  neither  do 
«  them  from  the  Pope's  commancj,  nor  command  them  in  th(r 

*  Pope's  power.* 

«  Though  I  flibuld  grant  thfs,  'which  yet  many  wife  men  will 

*  not  grant  (for  our  biftjops'  jRrft  povvcr  came  from  the  Pope  ;  and 

*  of  late  alio  we  have  found  letters,  advice,  commands,  diftate/ 

*  from  the  Pope  to  fome  of  our  bifliops,  and  that  in  matters  of 

*  greiateft  confcq-uence,  both  for  the  church  and  ftatc:)  But  grant 

*  all  tills  they  lay,  yet  thry  may  be  Antichriftian,  and  fo  fucK 

*  ^in  re)  as  the  Pope  is  \  though  not  literally  Romanifts,  except  ' 

*  they  'U6  or  command  in  the  power  of  Rome.    This  I  ft  all  be 

<  bold  to  affirm  and  maintain,  till  I  fee  better  reafon,  that  he 

*  (whoever  he  be)  that  comrpands  the  lead  tittle  of  doftrinc  or  diC- 

*  cipUnc,  merely  ex  hnperto  voluntatis y  in  his  own  power  and  au- 

*  thority,  without  licence  or  warrant  from  fcripture,  or  right  rea* 

<  Ton,  (where  the  fcripture  hath  been  filent)  though  the  thing  he 

*  (p  commandeth,  Qiould  happen  to  be  good  in  hfelf,  yet  he,  in 

<  his  fo  comms^nding,  is  not  only  tyrannical,  but  antichriflian, 

<  properly  antichriftian,  encroaching  on  the  royal  office  of  Clirifl:  \ 

<  which  is  truly  high^treafon  again?!:  God,  and  mod  properly  an- 

<  tichridianifm/ 

By  all  which,  you  fee  where  the  idolatry  of  wordiip  lies*.  The 
mditutiDg  of  any,  though  the  fmalleft  part  of  worihip,  in  and  by 
pur  own  authority,  without  fcripture-warrant,  makes  it  idolatrous, 
a;5  well  as  if  we  worfliipped  an  idol.  And  hence  it  is,  that  God 
^ives  his  people  the  fame  call  from  this  latter  fort  of  Romilh  Idola* 
try  J  See  Rev.  xviii.  4.  as  hp  doth  from  the  more  grofs  pagan  idcK 
latry,  2  Cor,  vi.  17.  So  that  if  that  worfliip  you  perform  to  God^ 
be  corrupted  by  a  mixture  of  mere  human,  do<^nal,  fymbolical 
rites  and  ceremonips,  which  God  hath  not  appointed  in  his  worihip 
by  the  word ;  thpugh  your  worihip  be  right  for  the  objeft,  yet  it 
is  idolatrous  in,  tbe  manner.  Here  you  h;\d  need  to  be  advifed, 
and  careful,  for  you  are  upon  a  ticklifh  point.* 

And  for  fuperititlon,  that  is  nothing  elfe,  but  an  excefs  in  religiori^ 
For  the  better  uhderilanding  whereof,  confider  three  things     / 

1.  That  .all,  and  eyery  part  of  God's  mftltuted  worihip,  de- 
pends entirely  upon  his  own  fovereign  will  and  pleafure  :  So  tlia^  . 
po  fsxffx  can  appoint  any  part  of  it,  but  God  alone,  forafmuch  -as 
110  man  knows  what  will  be  acceptable  to  God,  but  God 
himfelf  ^  that  which  is  highly  elleemed  among  men,  Is  an  aborrtiria- 
tion  to  God :  Beiides,  none  can  give  efficacy  to  *a  creaturd,  aj5 
bread,  wins,  water,  or  raife  them  up  to  fuch  high  fupernatural 
ends  and  ufes,  but  God. 

2.  The  will  of  God,  which  is  the  foundation  and  irule  of  his 
worfhip,  is  only  revealed  to  us  in  the  fcriptures ;  whence  it  is 
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ipanifeft,  that  in  wor(hip,  ^11  xnen  are  bound  to  keep  clofe  to  the 
word  ;  and  befides  the  reafon  that  is  in  the  thing  itfclf,  the  com- 
mand is  cxprcfs,  Exod.  xxiii.  13.  Deut.  iv.  2.  Gal  vi*  10.  [ti» 
xavo«  lovTw]  according  to  this  canon,  or  rule  :  This  is  true  canonical 
4)bcdicncc.  So  Rom.  xii.  7.  [xoy»it»i  x«Tp;/a]  is  properly  word- 
fervice  ;  (i.  e.)  fuch  as  the  word  prefcribcs. 

3 .  Hence  then  you  may  fee  the  door  at  which  fupcrftition  enters, 
even  ad  Jiiion  of  new  and  uncommanded  things.  When  we  invent 
new  rites  and  ceremonies,  and  bring  them  into  the  worfliip  of  God, 
with  a  fpiritual  fignification  and  ufe,  this  is  fupcrftition  ;  being 
(fuprajlatutum)  fomething  above  and  beyond  what  God  appoints 
and  requires.  And  as  all  the  water  in  the  Tyber,  cannot  waih 
the  Papifts,  from  the  filth  of  their  idolatry  and  fupcrftition,  in 
their  w//},  aUnrs^furplice^  crofsy  fs'r.  So  neither  can  any  thing 
befides  the  blood  of  Jefus,  ckanfe  us  from  the  fame,  if  we  do  like 
them. 

"  Having  thus  opened  the  nature  of  idolatry  and  fupcrftition  to 
you,  I  (liall  reinforce  that  apoftolical  caution  upon  you  j  "Little 
"  children,  keep  yourfelves  from  idols  ;"  I  bcfeech  you,  get  fenfcs 
exercifed,  Heb.  v.  14.  and  fuffer  not  yourfelves  to  be  abufed  by 
an  eafy  credulity :  «f  The  fimple  believpth  every  word,*'  Prov.  xiv. 
15."  There  is  no  idolatry  or  fupcrftition  in  Rome  fo  grofs,  but  is 
gloHed  oyer  with  plaufible  pretences,  and  many  fubtile  *  diftinfhons 
invented  to  defend  it.  But  take  not  you  dny  thing  upon  truft  in 
God'5  worfiiip  J  be  like  thofe  well-bred  Ber?eans,  Afts  xvii,  11. 
examine  the  grounds  of  yoiir  practice.  It  was  a  good  faying  of  Sir 
I'homas  More,  *  I  will  pin  my  faith  (faifh  he)  upon  no  mail's 
^  fleeye,  becaufe  I  know  not  whither  he  will  carry  it/  See  that 
you  be  provided  with  an  anfwer,  if  God  ihould  fpeak  to  you, 
when  you  are  at  your  Jivine  ferviciy  as  he  did  to  Elijah,  i  IGngs 
xix.  9.  when  he  was  hid  in  the  civc  at  Horeb,  «  What  doft  thou 
«herej  Elijah  ?"  Or  as  to  the  Jews,  Ifa.  i.  l^.  "Who  hath  re- 
"  quired  this  at  your  hands  ?"  See  that  you  be  able  by  the  word,  to 
juftify  your  practice  :  And  as  you  love  your  fouls,  defile  them  not 
with  idolatry  or  fuperftition.     And  the  rather, 

Arg,  I.  Becaufe,  fhould  you  be  found  in  a  falfc  way  of  worihipf 
you  betray  a  fpecial  truft  committed  to  you  by  the  Lord. 

Chriftians,  unto  you  hath  the  Lord  committed  his  precious 
gofpcj-truths  and  appointments,  as  precious  treafure  to  defend  and 
keep  for  him.  Rev.  iii.  io.  Jude  3.  Phil.  i.  7,  17.  and  one  fpecial 
means  of  its  prefervation,  is  by  witnefling  againft  all  thofe  errors 
and  innovations,  that  corrupt  and  endanger  it :  O  iee  that  none 
of  Curill's  jewels  be  embezzled,  if  you  can  help  it.     You  yoar- 

•   AJditia  corrutnpcnsf  efcomffrfafu,     AdJUio  accidentalium,  et  effenttalium. 
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felres  have  committed  a  traft  to  Jefus  Chrifl,  2  Tim*  i.  11.  and 
ezpeft  he  (hould  be  faithful  in  what  you  have  committed  to  him  ; 
and  he  expe&  the  fame  from  you.  O  confider  what  precious 
things  the  pure  inftitutions  of  Chrift  are  :  All  the  good  in  this 
world  cannot  compeniate  the  lo(s  of  one  of  them.  <<  Let  heaven 
<<  ru(h  (faid  *  Luther)  rather  than  one  crumb  of  truth  fhould 
<'  perifli."  O.what  hard  things  have  the  faints  in  all  generations 
fufiferedy  to  preferve  and  tranfmit  it  to  us  :  And  (hall  we  now  be- 
tray it  ?  Would  not  the  generations  to  come  curfe  us,  and  abhor 
our  remembrance  ?  And  thep  to  fpeak  nothing  of  any  folemn 
bond'or  engagement  under  n^hich  you  have  put  your  fouk  to  the 
contrary. 
'  Arg,  2.  Shall  we  not  hereby  oppofe  and  crofs  the  great  defign 
which  God  is  carrying  on  in  the  world,  by  his  prefent  providences  ? 
O  it  will  be  fad  to  be  found  oppofing  God's  defign.  Now  what 
15  that  but,  by  f  Ihaking  heaven  and  earthy  to  remove  the  things 
that  are  Imad/}  viz.  by  man  invented  in  his  worIhip>  Heb.  xii.  27. 
To  pluck  up  by  the  rootsi  every  plant ;  (i.  e.  )  ceremony  and 
tradition  not  of  his  planting,  Matth.  xv.  13.  Are  not  all  theie 
things  appointed  to  perdition  ?  Col.  ii.  22.  and  dareft  thou  then 
by  thy  prefencc,  or  pleading  for  them,  go  about  to  fupport  and 
eftabltih  them,  and  fo  firive  againft  God  !  O  confider  it  ferioufly. 
Arg.  3.  Is  it  not  dangerous  to  be  found  amongft  idolaters  ?  Doth 
not  judgment  fometimes  fweep  away  the  whole  community  and 
neighbourhood  of  fuch  finners  ?  Read  i  Sam.  vi.  19,  20.  i  Chron* 
XV.  13.  And  hath  not  God  given  thee  timely  warning  of  the 
danger  before  it  come  ?  Rev.  xviii.  4.  And  is  it  not  more  than 
ordinary  dangerous,  to  be  found  among  them  now,  when  God  is 
preparing  his  troops  to  invade  Babylon  \  I  mean  ready  to  pour 
forth  the  vials  of  his  wrath  upon  her  ? 

Arg*  4*  And  may  not  your  example  have  a  mifchievous  influence 
upon  others  i  May  it  not  harden  finners  in  their  ways  ?  And  even 
compel  and  draw  away  the  weak  Chriilian  ?  GaL  ii.  13,  14.  and 
(o  draw  the  guilt  of  their  fins  upon  thine  own  foul  ?  And  what  a 
dreadful  thing  is  that:  *  :(a£lors  and  confenters  are  alike  guilty  and 
<  puniihable:'  O  you  have  too  much  perfonal  guilt  of  your  own; 
add  not  the  guilt  of  others  fins  to  it :  Nay,  by  this  means  thou 
mayeft  be  finning  in  another,  when  thou  lieft  in  the  dufl. 

*  Rm^tmUum  poiius  yuam  una  miea  veritatu  per  tat.     Ludi. 

f  B7  fuch  a  ihaking  he  prepared  the  way  for  Chrift's  (irft  comiog,  and  in  like 
manner  he  will  prepare  die  way  for  his  fecond  appearance.  Great  have  been  the 
changes  he  has  made  in  the  world  before  this,  but  there  is  Itill  to  come  a  much 
greater.     Grotius, 

I  AcefJfariuM  fc^ltur  maturoM  pr'mdpaiitm  jt^entit  it  eotifcHiUntet^  pari  pmurn 
pUStuntur. 
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LafBj^  Confidet  bow  careftil  Go^  harh  svlw»rs  been  lo  ke^  b)» 
people  oS'at  the  greateft  dKlance  from  idobtiy.  Cooaipqre  (belc 
fcriptttrcs,  a  Kings  xvii.  15.  iizste.  xliv.  20,  Numb.  wuui.  38,  * 
I  'rhefl*.  V.  22.  H«^b.  iv.  i.  O  let  thefe  argnments  bs  impartuH^ 
weigliedj  RQd  let  not  any  low  fleflily  iatereft  be  fct  op  to  oppo& 
llecm:" 

COUNSEL   HI. 
*  iBnvare  of fuch  pnfms  m  art  JaElors  and  agents  far  an^hrlfi^  and 
hetp  off  from  Juch  a  mintftry^  the  tendency  and  fcope  tf  nxAick^  is  t0 
intice  and dratv  you  to  idolatry ^  Matth.  vii.  15.  and  x.  17-  PhM.  liL 
i.  Col.  ii.  8. 

There  is  a  *  generation  of  men  now  abroad,  ikilful  to  dcArof 
fculs,  who  would  make  mercbandife  of  yoBs  and  by  good  words 
and  iarr  (peecbes,  deceive  the  hearts  of  the  iimple  [cautxxi]  fucb  » 
mean  well,  but  want  prudence  to  difcem  luch  as  mean  ilL  Thcle 
are  of  two  forts;  the  gener^K^y  of  them  are,  by  the  righteous  hand 
rfOod,  -given  over  to  fnch  dtilblutenefs  bad  debauchery,  that  their 
fcUy  and  madrtcfs  is  made  manifeft  to  aU  men,  2  Tkn.  in.  .9.  And 
«f hers  that  have  gifts  and  parts,  how  few  arc  there  of  them,  but 
^tnpioy  themin  defending  abominable  fuperAtpons,  and  pcrfuading 
their  congregations  to  fubmit  to  them*:  »So  that  you  have  yowr 
choice,  whetheryou  will  drink  potfon,  mixed  with  water,  or  in* 
'  lirfcd  into  brrik  apd  generous*  wine,  ^hkh  will  give  it  a  Jpccdier 
accefs  to  the  fpirits.  Thefe  arc  -f  wells  without  water,  d^eiving 
the  hope  of  weary  and  thirHy  fouls:  Clouds  they  are  without  rain, 
that  fend  not  forth  one  gracious  fliower  to  refrclh  the  inheritaocc 
of  the  Lord  :  The  beftof  them  is  a  brier,  and  the  moft  upright  of 
them  lliarper  than  a  thorn-hedge,  Micah  vii.  4. 

1  bdlrcve  there  be  many  among  you  that  arc  (harp  fet,  and  by 
fhis  time  have  ielt  the  mifery  of  a  fpiritual  famjne.  It  is  bread 
you  come  for,  but  your  Father  hath  (hut  up  houfej  and  is  gone 
for  a  time,  the  glory  is  departed  \  they  are  become  wcUs  without 
water j ' breafls  without  milk:  Is  there  not  a  vanity  in  thefe,  as 
well' as  in  the  creatures,  when  God  is  withdrawn  from  thpn? 
We  inay  fny  concerning  them,  as  Ifaac  did  to  his* father.  Gen. 
xxii.  7.  "  Behold  the  fire  niid  tlK"wood,  but  ^ixre^is  the  faori- 
fice  ?"  Here  you  may  fee  the  ikin  and  (hadow  of  an  ordinance,  but 
where  is  the  power  ?  Where  is  tlic  Kfe,  qukfcenittg,  and  foaU 
refirefliment)  that  was  wont  to  ac^ompai^  them  i     Ah.  jioor  £ugr 

•  It  is  not  my  dcCgn  to  afperfc  sny  godly  pcffon,  that  by  Ac  prcTalcacy  of 
temptation  may  jo:n  v^ith  them  ;  The  Lord,  I  hope,  will  recover  fuch  quC  of  the 
fnarc  :  But  I  fpeak  6f  the  body  and  generality  of  thrth. 

f  They  load  and  maLe  no  fmall  noife  about  fcripttire,  but  undcrftand  U  not; 
yea,  thef  ptrvert  it,  th^y  open,  ^sit  Wtrc,  fountains' of  leamicj^  wfao,  howetcr, 
arc  dcfliiuic  ui  the  T/hciciome  \/aters  of  found  dondlriiu^ 
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land!  what  haft  thpo  loft!  what  a  mmiftiy  haft  thou  finneA 
away !  Waft  thou  not  renowned  amoifg  the  nations  for,  the  power 
and  parity  of  ordinances  ?  Were  not  thy  minifters  as  flkeep  oom^ 
ing  up  from  the  wathing,  whereof  every  one  bare  twins*  and 
none  was  barren  among  them  ?  How  was  the  Lord  Jcfus  liftei 
tip  in  thy  miniftry,  that  all  might  fee  the  ncccffity,  beauty,  and 
excellency  of  him  !  and  did  not  the  pangs  of  the  ncw-birrh  fr^ 
quently  come  upon  fouls  in  thine  afltmblies?  But  ala^ .  tliofe 
days  are  orer,  they  are  gone,  tliey  arc  gone ;  ah  vt^o  is  U3,  that 
we  muft  fty,  fo  it  'was  /  Well  then,  what  ^\\\  you  do  i»  th« 
cafe  ?  Win  you  feek  the  living  among  the  dead  ?  Wijl  ybu  fade 
empty  breafts,  whence  you  can  draw  nothing  but  wind  or  bleod  ? 
O  no,  but  rather  fay,  as  Cant,  i.  7.  "  Tell  me,  O  thou  whom 
«  my  foiri  loveth,  where  thou  feedeft,  where  thou  makeft  tlif 
««  flock  to  reft  at  noon,  for  why  flioulJ  I  be  as  one  that  turoetk 
«  aiide  by  the  flocks  of  thy  companions  V*  Thefe  companions  of 
Chrift,  muft  be  none  of  yours. 

Arg.  I.  Becaufe  it  is  the  maniFeft  drift  and  defign  of  their  im* 
niftty,  to  un^each  and  beguile  you  of  thofe  precious  gofpel-truth» 
i^ich  you  have  formerly  received  and  learned :  this  fomc  of  them 
have  not  (hunned  to  declare  in  the  fade  of  their  congregations  j 
and  nothing  is  more  apparent,  than  that  it  is  the  defign  they  ail 
manage.  I  appeal  to  your  own  obfcfvations,  what  is  moffc  cora^ 
mon  with  them,  than  to  tell  you,  you  have  been  mifguidcd  bj 
your  teachers  thefe  twenty  years,  and  now  muft  return  to  the 
good  old  way,  which  thehitelves  are  utterly  unacquainted  with  ? 

Now  what  do  you,  by  attendance  on  fuch  a  miniftry,-  but  run 
your  fouls  upon  a  temptation  to  unfettlement  and  apoftary,aRd  dig 
a  grave  (as  I  may  fay)  to  bury  all  the  precious  truths  you. have 
learnt  under  your  former  faithful  minifters  ?  who  may  figh  over 
you,  and  fay  as  Peter  Martyr  did,  when  he  was  in  Oxford,  at  the 
coming  in  of  Queen  Mary. '  He  heard  a  college-bell  Mng  to  mafs, 
and  lookmg  out  at  his  ftudy-window,  faw  the  fcholars  flocking  a* 
face  to  it ;  being  ftruck  to  the  heart  with  this  fight,  he  brake  out 
into  this  exprcffion,  Hac  una  notula  (ftid  he)  omnent  meam  do^ri* 
nam  everttt  H  e,)  This  bell  rings  a  palliiig-peal  to  all  my  doc* 
trine :  And  upon  ferious  confideration,  this  will  appear  to  be  no 
fmail  evil.  Fioryou  cannot  but  be  convinced,  that  rt  is  your  duty 
to  be  immoveably  fixed,  in  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  which  you 
have  received,  and  to  fuflFer  no  man  to  fpoilyou  of  them  :  If  you 
doubt  that,  read  2  Pet.  iii.  17,  i8.  Col  i.  23.  Eph.  iii;  17.  Col. 
ii.  6,  7.   I  Cor.  xv.  58. 

•  And  if  this  be*  yoTirlin,-  to  be  moved  away  from  it,  then  it  muft 
needs  be  your  duty, , to  avoid  the  temptations,  means •  and  occa- 
fious  oi^fuch  anfettlcfl3cnt;     And  this,  is  that  which  is  intended  in 
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all  thofe  cautions  given  in  the  word)  and  but  lately  recited« 

I  am  againft  the  prophets  that  Jleal  the  word,  every  man 
from  his  neighbour,  Jer.  xxiii.  30.  He  means  the  faUe  prophets 
that  enticed  the  people  from  thofe  truths,  which  the  true  prophets 
had  taught  them.  There  be  fpiritual  cut-purfes  abroad,  pray  look 
to  yourfelves :  The  old  Chemarims  are  revived  again  in  this  gene- 
ration :  The  word  Zeph.  i.  4.  is  conceived  to  come  trom  -loa  m- 
cahiit ;  (i.e.  J  Men/ more  zealous  and  hot  than  ordinary,  for  their 
fuperHitious  traditions ;  inflamed  with  deiires  to  draw  you  to  it : 
Ut  tnulthudine  fequacium^fefe  effemnt :  Which  the  apofUe  engUihes, 
Gal.  vi.  13.  that  they  may  glory  inyour  fieOx :  And  therefore  be- 
ware of  men. 

Arg.  a.  Doth  not  your  attendance  upon,  and  following  of  fuch 
aminiftry,  help  to  midwife  and^bring  forth  all  thofe  evils  with 
which  their  miniftry  travails,  and  is  iiipain  to  be  delivered  of? 
Could  they  do  any  hurt,  if  they  were  generally  declined  .and  a- 
v(Mded  ?  Their  ftrength  lieth  in  you :  As  a  great  coomiander 
once  f^d  to  his  foldiers,  <  That  he  flew  upon  their  wings/  Hence 
it  was  the  Pharifees  were  fo  often  difappointed  in  tlieir  attempts  to 
lay  hands  upon  Chrift  }  they  had  a  ftrong  defign  to  w  it,  but  the 
text  faith^  "  They  could  not  becauie  of  the  people,**  Mark  xiv. 
2.  A£ts  iv.  21.  So  the  falfe  teachers  in  Jeroboam's  time^  Hofea 
vii.  6,  7.  were  as  hot  as  an  oven,  with  defires  and  defigns  to  draw 
the  people  to  falfe  worfliip,  but  the  people  were  a  great  lump,  and 
could  not  prefently  be  leavened  ;  and  therefore  in  the  mean  time, 
till  that  weredone,  the  baker  flept,  and  ceafed  from  riling.  This 
for  a  time,  obilru<^ed  the  defign ;  but  here  is  the  mifery,  the 
people  are  materia  difpofita^  matter  fit  for  them  to  work  into  any 
form,  if  they  give  them  but  a  heat  or  two  in  a  plaufible  fermont 
they  are  malleable,  and  £t  to  be  hammered  into  any  fhape,  Jer.  v. 
ult*  ^<  The  people  love  to  have  it  fo :"  And  Amos  iv.  5.  Tliis 
liketh  you,  O  houfe  of  IfraeL  Fear  of  perfecution  makes  them 
comply  with  any  thing,  Gal.  vi.  12. 

Arg.  3.  Can  you  attend  lawfully  and  comfortably  upon  fucha 
minidry,  upon  which  you  cannot  pray  for,  or  expeft  a  blef&pg  ? 
Doubtlefs,  you  will  readily  confefs  you  may  not.  And  can  you 
pray  for,  or  expcft  a  bkiling,  where  you  have  no  promife  in  all 
the  book  of  God  to  warrant  or  encourage  you  fo  to  do  ?  It  is 
clear  you  cannot.  Now  produce  but  one  promife, to  the  labours  of 
fuch  as  God  hath  not  fent.  A  curfe  upon  their  labours  you  may 
find,  Jer.  xxiii.  32.  and  upon  their  gifts  and  parts.  And  a  pro- 
hibition of  hearing  them,  you  may  find,  Jer.  xxiii.  16.  But  no 
promife  of  a  bkfiing  *,  that  only  attends  a  miniftry  of  Chrifi's  own 
fending,  Mat.  xxviii.  19,  20. 

Objedt.  But  hath  not  Chrift  fent  them?  How  fhdl  vje  he  fatisfUd 
In  that? 
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SJ.  Confider  what  xsrcquifite  and  neceflJuy  in  the  fending,  or  * 
due  call  of  a  minifter.  (i.)  Whether  it  be  perfonal  qualifications! 
defcribedi  i  Tim.  iii,  7.  2  Tim.  iii.  r6,  17.  i  Tim.  iii.  a.  %  Tun# 
ii.  a.  John  xxi.  15,  16,  17.  (2.)  Or  freeeleftion»by  the  church, 
to  which  the  miniftry  is 'given  :  See  Afls  i.  23,  24.  and  vi.  5.  (3.) 
Or  (according  to  true  Prcfbyterian  principles)  ordination,  by  fail* 
ing,  prayer,  and  impofition  of  hands,  A£b  vi.  6.  and  xiii.  3.  and 
xiv.-a3.    I  Tim.v.  22.  and  iv.  14.  2  Tim.  i.  6. 

If  the  fending  or  call  of  a  minifter,  confifts  in  all  or  either  of 
thefe,  then  judge  yourfclvcs  whether  thefe  men  are  fcnt.  For 
their  gifts  and  qualifications  neceflary  to  fit  them  for  fuch  a  work, 
let  their  congregation  witnefs,  who  are  fed  upon  hulks,  and  ftar» 
ved  under  them. 

For  thdr  eleftion  by  the  church,  let  the  godly  in  their  rcfpec- 
tive  pariflies  witnefs,  whether  they  were  elefted  by  them,  or  ob* 
tnided  upon  them,  and  io  ftand  upon  the  ruins  of  their  own  law« 
ful  and  ^1y  paftors. 

And  for  their. ordination,  their  own  canons  may  mform  you: 
Wherein  it  is  ordered,  (i.)  That  they  be  made  deacons:  (2.) 
Then  after  a  year's  fpace,  they  muft  be  prefented  to  the  biiho9t 
or  bis  fufiragan,  by  an  archdeacon  or  his  deputy,  faying,  <  Rev&> 

<  rend  father  in  €rod,  I  prefent  thefe  perfons  to  be  admitted  to 

<  the  order  of  priefthood.'  (3.)  Then  after  the  Litany  and  fome 
^  coUeAs,  the  prelate  afketh  them,  <Do  you  think  in  your  hearts^ 

<  that  you  be  truly  called  according  to  the  will  of  Chrift,  and  thf 

*  order  of  this  church  of  England,  to  the  oiiniftry  of  [x-iefthood  V 
And  eVfery  one  of  them  anfwers,  I  think  it.  (4.)  Then  they  pro* 
mile  reverently  to  obey  their  ordinary,  and  other  chief  minifters 
of  die  church.  (5.)  And  then  kneeling  down  at  the  prelateVieet^ 
he,  with  the  priefls  prefent,  lay  their  hands  on  their  heads,. fay^ 
ing,  <  Receive  the  Holy  Ofaoft.  Whofe  fins  thou  doft  foi^give^ 
«  they  are  forgiven  ;  and  whofe  fins  ^hou  doft  retain,  they  aite  re* 

*  tained:  and  be  thou  a  faithful  difpenfer  of  the  word  of  God^  and 

<  of  his  holy  facraments,  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  Son,  and 

*  Holy  Ghoft.  Amen.*  (6.)  Then  delivering  to  each  of  them  X 
Kble,  he  faith,  'Take  thine  authority  to  preach  the  wordof  God> 

*  and  to  adminifter  the  holy  facraments,  in  the  congregation  where 

<  thou  fhalt  befe  appointed.'  (7.)  And  after  all  this,  by  the  ca- 
nons of  1603.  none  of  them  are  to  be  admitted  to  any  ecclefiafUf 
cal  living,  or  fiifiTered  to  preach,  except  he  be  licenfed  fo  to  do, 
by  the  archbifhop,  or  Infhop  of  the  (fiocefe,  and  ihall  fubfcribe, 

*  That  the  book  of  common  prayer,  and  of  ordermg  biihops, 

<  priefh,  and  deacons,  cantains  in  it  nothing  contrary  to  the  woM 

<  of  God,  and  that  it  may  be  lawfolly  ufed,  and  that  he  bimfelf 

Vol.  IV.  3Y 
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*  will  ufc  the  fame ;  and  that  he  alloweth  the  book  of  articles  of 
f  religion/  (8.)  And  then  ladijr,  having  abjured  the  covenanti 
&c,  he  is  a  complete  prieft  to  ali  intents  and  purpofes. 

Judge  now  what  a  fair  and  regular  call  here  is  to  the  miniftry. 
I  remember  Acquinas  tells  us,  that  *  if  the  artificer's  hand  were 
<  his  rule,  he  could  never  work  amifs.'  And  if  fo,  if  the  prelate's 
hand  be  the  rule  of  ordination,  they  cannot  but  be  well  ordained; 
but  if  the  fcriptures  be  indeed  the  rule,  I  am  at  a  lofs  where  to  find 
z  text  paraUel  to  this  praAice,  unlefs  it  be  that  in  2  Chron.  ziii.  9. 
which,  I  confeis,  fuits  it  to  an  hair^s  breadth* 
.  Objedt.  But  this  ml/  invalidate  and  nuUiJy  the  call  tf  tMr  former 
encierit  and  godly  minifters^  fir  they  came  in  the  fame  way:  yei  G^ 
bath  owned  them^  and  they  hrve  made  full  proof  of  their  miniftry. 

Sol.  Not  at  all.  Fof,  (i.)  Thojiigh  it  ihuft  be  confeflTed  (ind 
themfelves  will  not  deny)  but  there  were  many  grand  irreg«larities 
in  their  ordination  ;  yet  it  was  (colnparatively)  a  time  <^  ignorance 
and  darknefs ;  and  in  fuch  cafes,  God  is  nK)re  indulgent,  and  the 
fin  receives  not  fuch  aggravations,  A£te  xvii.  30.  Heb.  v.  2.  Heb. 
v*«i  5»  6,  7.  James  iv.  17.  (2.)  As  hard  as  the  terms  then  were, 
they  are  hattier  now  by  far;  feveral  things fince that  have  inter- 
vened, which  are  confiderable.  (3.)  They  were  holy  men,  qua* 
lified  with  graces  and  gifts,  able  and  apt  to  teach,  which  is  maisly 
confiderable  in  a  miaifter's  call.  (4.)  Laftly,  They  generally  cams 
into  their  places  at  the  defire,  and  upon  the  call  of  the  moft  godly 
perfons  iathe  places  where  they  lived.  And  this,  if  they  had  no 
more,  makes  them  true  minifters,  (in  the  judgment  of  many  jo- 
dicUus  divines)  although  their  Epifcopal  ordinatidn  fbouki  be  a 
nuUty.  Let  us  hear  what  is  faHl  in  this  cafe  by  others,  *Ame6ns's 
words  are  thefe,  fpeaking  to  this  queftion  ;  in  whom  is  this  nght 
Df  cailing  the  minifters?  He  anfwers ;  (i.)  Summumjus  voceUiomSf 
e/ip^MS  Chriftumfolum^  qui  efi  Ecdefia  eapiity  et  mintfierii  auShr^  ac 
Donriftus  nnniftrorwn,  (2.)  Jus  delegatum  non  pot^  proprie  effe^  vei 
tpifcffforum  dioecefanorum,  vel  patronorumy  vel  maf^ratum^  ^tafmH 
taieSf  quia  Chriflus  qui  miniflerium  infiUuity  de  tJHs  ordinaius  nihl 
fingulare  pr^fcripfity  nihil  novi  juris  ip/is  communicavit,  et  ecde/iamfiee 
illis  uptime  orditiatam  reliquit.  (3.)  Jus  delegatum  efi  penes  eccl^iam 
Ulam  to f amy  cui  minifter  vocandus  debet  infervire,  fsfc.  (i.)  The 
chief  right  of  calling,  is  the  power  of  Chrift  alone,  who  is  the 
head  of  the  church,  author  of  the  miniftry,  and  Lord  of  minifters. 
(2.)  The  delegated  right  cannot  properly  be,  cither  of  dioccfan  bi- 
ihops,  or  patrons,  or  magiftratesr  (as  fuch)  becaufe  Chnft,  who 
^ftituted  the  miniftry,  pre&ribed  nothing  fingular  concerning  tho& 
trders,  communicated  nbthing  of  any  new  right  to  them,  and  left 
V  ■  ■■      ■  — 

*  Amdl  Caf,  tPifcm,  Uk,  4*^*  A3J* 
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%is  church  well  ordered  without  them.  {3O  The  delegated  right 
b  in  the  power  of  that  whole  church,  to  which  the  mihifter  that  is 
to  be  called,  ought  to  ferve,  &:c.  whicl\  he  proves  by  many  weighty 
arguments*  To  this  I  fliall  join  the  teftimony  of  that  bleiled  man» 
now  with  Gody.  *  Mr  Jer.  Burroughs,  his  words  are  thefe :  <  For 

*  their  calling,  I  make  tio  queftion,  but  there  are  many  miniftprs 
^  in  £ngland,  as  they  were,  and  as  they  are^  that  are  the  true  mi'* 

*  nifters  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  have  a  true  call  from  Chrid.' 

*  '  Object.  But  how  can  that  be?  They  hold  their  Jlandit^  from  the 

*  ttftfops^  and  fi  from  hntichrifl.* 

'  *tjinfrv.  Take  it  for  granted,  that  their  authority  from  the  bi- 
'  Ihops  was  wholly  naught  and  finful,  yet  that  doth  not  follow,  but 
'  that  many  minifters,  that  had  their  ordination  from  them,  are 
<  true  minifters  of  Chrift ;  Why  ?  Not  becaufe  of  that  they  had 

*  from  them,  but  they  had  their  calling  likewife  from  the  peopk  of 

*  God,  as  well  as  in  a  Teeming  way  from  them :  For  we  will  take 

*  that  for  granted,  that  that  they  had  from  them,  there  was  fuch 

*  corruption  in  it,  that  they  finned  againft  God ;  but  yet  marky 

*  that  doth  not  nullify  their  call,  becaufe  they  had  fomewhat  fuper- 
'  added,  wherein  they  finned  againft  God/  This  he  farther  il« 
luftrates,  in  the  fame  place,  by  this  fimilitude,  Jj^  a  man  have  twa 
deeds  or  evidences  for  a  piece  of  land ^  and  one  be  naughty  yet  if  the  other 
be  good  and  founds  he  hath  a  true  title,  \  Mr  Collings  alio,  anfwertng 
this  obje^on,  Minifters  had  their  ordination  from  bifhops^  and  they 
from  Rome,  Rome  is  no  true  churchy  and  hath  no  true  miniftry  :  and 
thofethat  were  not  minifters  themfelves^  could  not  make  others*  Having 
inferred  feveral  abfurdittes  from  the  objeAion,  gives  this  anfwer ; 
^  Suppofe  the  reformers  had  no  ordination  but  the  call  of  the  peo« 
*•  pie,  it  was  a  plain  cafe  of  neceffity}  and  they  had  power,  doubt- 

*  le(s,  to  reftore  that  ordinance  to  the  church  again/ 

So  that  as  long  as  they  were  holy  men,  fo  eminently  qualified^ 
and  fairly  called  by  good  people,  far  be  it  from  me  to  queftion 
the  validity  of  their  call.  But  the  cafe  before  us  differs  heaven  wide 
from  xhis. 

Object.  But  they  are  not  worfe  than  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees 
were  ?  Tet  Chrift  commands  his  difciples  to  hear  them.  Mat.  xxiii* 

Sal.  Becaufe  this  is  the  Archillean  argument,  I  fhall  endeavour 
to  fatisfy  you  in  this  fcripture,  and  deftroy  the  argument  comf- 
monly  drawn  from  this  place,  by  thefe  plain  and  (as  I  judge)  fatis- 
fa£lory  replies  to  it. 

I.  Thofe  that  infer  from  this  text  a  dutv,  or  a  liberty  of  attend- 

*  BiuTouglit  oa  the  xi.  of  Mat.  I  a.  fecond  booki'p*  zio. 
I  Mr  QoUif^g%  Viodicix.  wJaiiL^f,  73. 
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mg  on,  or  joining  with  a  prof  ant  or  corrupt  miniffayy  do  thcvcby 
(though  perhaps  unawares)  gratify  the  popifii  cauTe  and  intereft ; 
for  from  this  very  text,  they  draw  many  of  their  argmnoBts  to 
condemn  our  feparatioA  from  them,  and  alfo  to  convince  us  of 
the  neccffity  of  obeying  the  mandates  of  their  prelates,  and  hear- 
ing their  jeJuits  and  monks,  notwithfbnding  th«r  comiptions  in 
Worilup,  and  Hlthy  fodomitical  lives.  Hue  enim  torquent  verba 
Chrifti,  faith  Calvin,  To  this  fenfc  they  wreft  the  words  of  Chrifl. 
And  to  the  fame  fcnfe  Paraeus  fpeaks,  Ut  bodie  papa^  et  tp^cipi  do" 
mant,  omnia^  omnia ^  fervate ;  as  the  pope  and  the  biftops  cry  out  at 
this  day,  all  things,  all  things  they  bid  you  do,  obfervc  and  do.  So 
that  by  taking  the  words  in  fuch  a  large  unlimttecifenfe^  we  do  the 
caufe  of  Chrift  more  diflcryicc  than  we  arc  aware  of. 

2.  It  is  further  conflderable,  that  the  arguments  drawn  from 
this  text,  are  commonly  fallacious,  taking  it  for  granted^  that  rc^ 
ligious  hearing,  as  an  aft  of  worOiip,  is  here  enjdned  \  whereas 
there  is  not  a  fy liable  of  any  fuch  thing  in  the  text :  Indeed  Chrift 
bids  them  obferve  and  do  whatfbevcr  they  bid  them ;  but  it  doth 
not  thence  follow,  they  fhould  religioufly  attend  on  their  mimiby. 
(i.)  Becaufe  it  is  evident,  thefe  Scribes  and  Pharifees  fuftained  a 
deuUe  capacity ;  they  were  expositors  of  the  law,  that  we  allow ; 
and  they  were  alfo  of  the  Sanhedrim,  in  a  civil  cj^[>adty,  as  nilcrsj 
that  appears  from  John  iii.  i,  lo.  Afts  v.  34.  In  thiscrril  capaci- 
ty, they  are  moft  properly  faid,  to  fit  in  Mofcs*  feat :  For  the  70 
cklers  which  made  up  this  fanhedrim,  came  in  upon  a  dTil  fcore  at 
firil,  as  appears  from  Numb.  xi.  16,  17.  and  fb  were  joined  with 
Mofes  in  the  government.  Now  then  this  command  ieems  moft 
properly  to  refpeft  them  as  rulers  ;  who  in  that  capacity  both  open- 
ed the  judicious  laws  of  Mofes,  and  enjoined  the  people  to  obey 
them.  (2.)  Becaufe  Chrift  had  before  warned  them,  to  take  heed 
of  their  leaven,  1.  e.  their  dodlrine.  Mat.  xvi.  6,  12.  and  told 
them  they  were  blind  guides,  and  what  the  fatal  ifliie  of  them, 
and  their  difciples  that  foUov^d  them,  would  be,  Mat.  xv.  14.  both 
fhould  fall  into  the  ditch  ;  and  that  their  worfhip  was  vain.  Mat. 
XV.  9.  and  it  is  not  like  he  would  afterwards  encourage  them  to  at- 
tend on  it. 

5.  But  admit  it  were  fo,  that  Chrift  gives  them  liberty  to  hear 
them  as  minifters,  though  they  were  corrupt,  yet  it  is  no  good 
^nfequcnce,  that  therefore  we  may  hear  any  minifters,  though 
never  fo  corrupt  in  principles  and  praftice  now.  And  the  rcafon 
which  deftroys  this  confequence,  is  this,  becaufe  there  is  a  vaft  dif- 
ference betwixt  the  infant-ftatc  of  the  gofpel-church  in  thedayi  of 
Chrift  on  ear^,  and  its  more  perfed  ftate  after  his  death  5  wc 
know  the  firft  tabernacle  was  then  f^anding,  the  vail  of  the  tem- 
ple not  then  rent  m  twain,  the  gofpel-minilby  not  then  mftitutod  : 
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and  therefore  during  that  Aate^  as  Chrift  himfelf  fubnutted  to  the 
ordinances  of  the  law,  (for  it  became  kirn  to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefsj) 
{o  did  his  difciples  fubmit  to  tl^em  alfo;  yea,  and  he  exhorts  others 
aUb  to  obferve  the  rites  appointed  by  it ;  as  Mat.  viii.  4.  bids  him 
that  was  cleanfed,  to  go  and  (hew  himfelf  to  the  prieft,  and  offer 
his  gift  which  the  law  of  Mofes  required.  But  fince  the  death  of 
Chrid,  and  the  taking  down  of  that  firft  tabernacle,  and  the  in- 
,  ftitution  of  the  gofpel-miniftry,  none  of  thefe  precepts  bind  :  for 
as  judicious  Parseus,  on  the  place,  notes,  this  was  but  Mendaium 
temporale^  a  temporal  command  \  which  ceafed  to  oblige  upon  the 
commiflionattng  and  full  in(lru£tion  of  the  new  gofpel-miniftry : 

<  And  then  it  is  manifcft  (faith  he)  they  made  a  feparation  fron\ 

<  the  Pharlfees,  and  the  Jewilh  fynagogue.' 

Now  we  are  to  attend  upon  no  minidry  but  of  Chrift's  inftitu- 
tion ;  for  to  that  only  hath  he  promifed  his  prefence.  Mat.  xxviiu 
ult.  and  none  can  preach,  i.  e.  lawfully,  except  he  be  fent,  Rom* 
X.  And  I  have  proved  before,  thefe  are  not  his  minifters,  nbr  fent 
by  him. 

COUNSEL    IV. 

Give  ytmr  utrmfi  diligence  to  promote  religion,  and  the  power  ef 
godlinefsf  in  your  refpeBive  families,  and  neighbourhoods ;  and  the 
rather  do  this  with  all  your  might,  becaufe  the  ordinary  and  more  public 
means  of  their  converfton  and  edification  u  cut  off. 

This  counfel  confifts  of  two  branches  5  the  firft  concerns  your 
£imilies,  the  fecond  yo^ir  neighbours ;  a  word  diflin^ly  to  each. 

I.  As  to  your  families,  O  fiiine  as  lights  there }  lay  out  your 
talents  as  many  ways  as  they  may  poffibly  be  improveable  for  the 
good  of  all  about  you,  efpecially  thofe  under  your  guardianfhip  and 
charge,  £xod.  xx.  10.  By  this  the  power  of  godlinefs  muft  be 
difcovered  in  you,  and  begotten  and  kept  alive  in  them.  The 
Jews  have  a  tradition,  tha^  the  fire  of  the  altar  was  miraculoufly 
preferved  under-ground,  during  the  Babylonifli  captivity.  I  am 
fore  this  is  the  way  to  preferve  religion  alive,  now  the  public 
ordinary  means  are  ceafed.  Precepts  are  not  wanting  to  enforce 
this  duty  upon  you;  Deut.  iv.  9,  lo. — vi.  6,  7.  £xod.  xii.  24,  269 
27.  Jolh.  iv.  6,  7,  21,  22.  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  5,  6.  Prov.  xxii.  6.  Eph. 
▼i.  4.  nor  yet  worthy  examples  to  encourage  to  it ;  Gen.  xviii.  19. 
I  Chron.  XX viii.  9.  Prov.  xxxi.  20.  2  Tim.  iii.  15.  2  John  i.  4. 
Aquila  and  Prifcilla  had  a  church  in  their  houfe,  i  Cor.  xvi.  19. 
Nymphas  and  Philemon  in  theirs,  CoL  iv.  15.  Philem.  2. 
*«  Hence  it  is,  faith  *  Davenant  on  the  place,  that  the  apoflle  fends 

*  Ahjungit  J^eciaUm  falutaiioium^  ob jpedalem  tt  eximlam  btyw  vcri  pietatemy  sqwum 
0um  eft  extf'aordiiUitiiim  illu  deferrt  bonorem^  jmrvm  tgtigia  virtus  fr^  cmtcrit  emiiut  tt 
tjfklgetimecelejfa,     Dav.  ialoc 
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^  a  rpecial  Talutation  to  them^  by  name  \  becaufe  of  their  Cngular 
<'  piety>  which  manifefted  itfelf  ia  their  famiiy-govemment."  And 
indeed,  how  fredi  and  glorious  a  remembrance  in  the  fcriptures 
have  thofe  worthy  faints  unto  this  day».  and  fo  (hall  have>  wherc- 
«ever  the  goipjel  is  preached,  unto  the  end  of  the  world,  who  have 
burned  with  an  holy  zeal,  not  only  to  ofier  up  themfelves,  but  their 
famiks  alfo  unto  God  !  David  well  underftooki  how  near  this  duty 
by  to  the  heart  of  religion,  when  he  puts  his  foul  under  the  bcmd 
of  foch  a  folemn  engagement  to  the  Lord,  Pfal.  ci.  2.  It  doth  not 
z  little  affeA  me  to  read  what  a  *  learned  man  obferves  of  the 
Jews  'f  <  Although  religion  be  miferably  deformed  among  them^ 
t  jet  it  ieems  there  are  fome  prints  of  their  ancient  family-difcipline 
'  to  this  day,  remaining  among  them  ;  for  (faith  he)  they  are  fi> 

*  careful  to  teach  their  children  in  their  tender  years,  the  law>  and 
f  books  of  Mofes,  and  after  that  their  Talmudica  traditions^  as 

<  that  their  ikill  in  Judaifm  at  17,  exceeds  the  knowledge  of  many 

*  among  us  in  Chriilianity  at  70.'  Nay,  the  very  Jefults  boaft 
themfelves,  the  grand  confervators  of  the  Romiih  religion,  in  that 
they  are  catechizers.  *  Oh  let  this  provoke  Chriftians  !  we  fee  how 
light  breaks  out  more  and  more  in  every  age  i  as  Luther  fold,  *  I 

<  fee  more  than  blefled  Auflin  faw  ^  and  they  that  come  after  me 

<  will  fee  more  than  I  fee.'  And  we  have  great  hopes  and.expec- 
tions  of  the  young  generation,  that  they  may  enter  into  the  good 
land,  though  we  ihould  die  in  this  wildernefs.  O  then  let  us 
labour  to  prepare  and  make  them  ready  for  the  Lord  ;  and  that 
oot  only  by  inflrufling  them  in  the  principles  of  religion  in  a  cate- 
chiftical  way,  (though  that  be  an  ordinance  of  God,  and  of  fingular 
ufe  in  its  kind)  but  by  endeavouring  to  the  utmoft,  by  counlelsj 
perfuaiions,  prayers  for,  and  with  them,  to  have  the  power  of 
godlinefs  wrought  in  their  hearts,  to  travail  with  them,  again  in 

•  pain,  till  Chriil  be  formed  in  them.     And   to  this  duty,  thefe 
arguments  among  many  others,  may  perfuade. 

Arg.  I .  From  the  relation  itfelf,  which  is  betwixt  you  and  them; 
look  but  into  your  own  bowels,  and  y6u  (hall  find  arguments 
enough  to  provoke  your  uttnoft  care  and  indulhy  for  their  good : 
what  is  a  child  but  a  -  piece  of  yourfelf  (as  onef  faith)  wrapt  up  in 
another  ikin  ?  What  an  ineftimable  value  doth  nature  ttlclf  teach 
you  to  fet  upon  them  ?  The  life  of  Jacob  is  faid  to  be  bound  up  in 
Benjamin's,  Gen.  xliv.  30.  This  dear  and  ardent  afledion  to 
them,  we  ufe  to  ^xprefs  by  our  earneft  defires  of  them,  till  we  have 
them,  Gen.  xv.  2.  "  What  wilt  thou  give  me,  feeing  I  go  child* 
«.  Icfs,"  faid  Abraham,     lien.  xxx.  i.  "  Give  me  children,  or 

•  Buxtorf.  in  fynag.  Ji:daic.  cap.  3, 

^  Sec  cxiiorutios  to  catech.  by  the  miniftcM  of  the.Ule  of  Vfighu 
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««  dfe  I  die,"  faid  Rachel.  )  Sara.  i.  lo,  ii.  How  carncftlydid 
Hannah  pray,  in  the  bittemefs  of  her  foul,  for  a  child.  '  Alfo  by 
the  lingular  contentment  we  take  in  them,  when  we  have  them, 
John  xvi.  21.  and  the  wonderful  tenderaefs  of  our  affe<nions  to 
them,  and  earneft  dcfires  to  keep  thera,  no  value  can  be  fet  upon 
a  child.  Gen.  xlii.  36,  38.  Luke  viii.  41,  42.  Johnvil.  47t  49* 
Alfo  by  our  fympathizing  with  them  in  all  conditions  ;  their  com- 
fort is  ours.  Gen.  xlv.  27,  28.  and  their  mlfery  is  ours,  Mark  ix. 
21.  And  laftly,  by  our  extreme  grief  when  we  lofc  them,  Gen* 
xxxvii.  33,  34,  35.  Mat;  ii.  18. 

Now  are  they  fuch  near  and  dear  things  to  you  ?  Oh  then  how 
many  motives  doth  this  dear  and  tender  relation  wrap  up  in  it,  to 
endeavour  the  eternal  falvation  of  their  poor  fbuls !  It  is  the  foul 
of  the  child  that  is  the  child  ;'and  if  that  periOi  for  want  of  know- 
ledge, where  is  the  mercy  of  having  children  ?  Surely  an  untimely 
birth  is  better  than  they :  ah  !  when  you  (hall  fee  them  enemies  to 
God,  thofe  that  came  out  of  your  bowels  to  be  in  rebellion  againft 
him;  will  it  not  make  you  take  up  Job's  wi(h,  Job  iii.*  1,5.  and 
apply  it  to  them,  Let  the  day  pcrim  wherein  they  were  born,  and 
the  night  in  which  it  was  faid  they  are  conceived ;  let  the  darknels 
and  fhadow  of  death  ftain  it;  let  a  cloud  dwell  upon  it;  }et  the 
blacknefs  of  the  day  terrify  it ;  why  died  they  not  froni  the  womb? 
why  did  they  not  give  up  the  ghoft  when  they  came  out  of  the 
belly  ?  why  did  the  knees  not  prevent  tkem  ?  or  why  the  breafts 
that  they  fliould  fuck  ? — Ah  !  if  you  have  the  hearts  of  parents  la 
you,  think  how  fad  a  confideration  this  will  be  to  you,  that  thofe 
who  are  fo  dear  to  you,  (hould  be  the  objefts  of  God's  wrath:  thot^ 
you  have  been  ib  tender  over,  and  have  fo  often  put  into  your  bo- 
ibms,  muft  lie  under  eternal  torments,  and  their  bed  be  made  iii 
hell?  If  you  have  any  good  thing  yourfelves,  you  cannot  with- 
hold it  from  them ;  if  you  be  fenf^ed  abroad,  and  they  pining  at 
home,  the  greateft  dainties  do  you  no  good.  Why  now,  unlefs 
they  be  taught  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  a  faving  change  pafs 
upon  them,  when  you  fhall  fit  down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and 
Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  abundantly  fatisfied  with  the  fiatnefs 
of  his  houfe,  and  drinking  of  the  rivers  of  his  pleafurc,  they  (hall 
be  (hut  out :  nature  teacheth  you  to  feel  the  pains  of  their  bodies^ 
and  cannot  grace  teach  you  to  fympathize  with  the  mifery  of  then* 
poor  wretched  fouls  ?  Well,  the  day  is  coming,  if  they  die  Clirift- 
lefs,  that  they  will  wifh  they  had  been  the  generation  of  tygers, 
or  ofi^fpring  of  dragons,  rather  than  your  chUdren  :  and  when  you 
can  have  them  no  more,  you  know  who  muft,  and  will, 

Arg.  2.  From  that  exceeding  joy,  it  muft  needs  be  to  a  godly 
parent,  to  fee  his  children  and  relations  gracious.  May  not  every 
godly  parent  fay  as  John  did  of  the  children  of  the  ele£t  lady. 
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«•  1  have  no  greater  joy,  than  to  fee  them  walkf  in  the  truth,"  a 
Johd  i.  4.  Is  it  pleating  to  you  to.  fee  your  own  image  in  them  ? 
And  will  it  not  much  more  delight  you  to  fee  the  image  of  Chrift 
in  them  ?  Grace  doubles  the  relation,  and  fo  mnfl  needs  exceed- 
ingly increafe  your  joy  in  them.  This  is  the  true  way  to  build  up 
the  felicity  of  our  iffue.  How  many  anxious  thoughts  and  .felici- 
tous cares  will  this  difcharge  thy  heart  of  !  O  if  thou  leave  them 
in  the  covenant  of  grace,  thy  heart  may  be  at  reft  concerning  them; 
if  thou  leave  them  not  a  groat,  they  (hall  not  want  a  father  to  care 
for  them,  when  thou  art  in  the  duft.  Befidesi  grace  will  effedually 
teach  them  the  duties  of  their  relation  to  you,  while  you  live; 
hereby  you  will  provide,  not  only  for  their  eternal  good,  but  your 
own  joy  alfo. 

Arg,  3.  The  work  now  lies  upon  your  hand  more  than  ever, 
as  I  hinted  before  ;  and  truly  you  have  many  fingular  advantages 
above  all  others  to  do  the  work.  ( i .)  You  are  continually  with 
them,  and  fo  may  take  the  fitteft  feafons  to  drop  your  admonitions 
upon  them.  Dent.  vi.  6,  7.  (a.)  You  beft  know  their  tempers  and 
difpofitions,  and  fo  can  apply  yourfelvcs  with  more  advantage  to 
them.  (3.)  You  have  the  deepeft  intereftin  their  hearts  and  af- 
fe^ions,  which  is  a  great  matter  \  this  will  make  your  wcM-ds  (ef- 
pecially  if  dropt  upon  them  with  much  aSeAion)  fink  deq>.  Oh 
what  child  can  choofe  but  relent,  while  a  parent  is  fpeaking  with  a 
melting  he^t  to  him  about  his  eternal  concernments.  1  remem- 
ber Auftln  writes  of  his  mother  Monica,  that  Ihe  planted  the  pre- 
cepts of  life  in  his  mind  by  her  words,  watered  them  with  her  tors, 
and  nourifhed  them  with  her  example.  A  precious  pattern  for 
all  mothers. 

Methinks  thefe  arguments  (hould  excite  you  to  your  duty;  0 
if  you  have  in  you  the  bowels  of  parents,  let  them  impel  you  to  it  \ 
you  cannot  plead  danger  here  as  in  other  duties  \  agamft  inch 
there  is  [y^/j  no  law. 

2.  As  to  your  neighbourhood.  You  (hould  ftudy  to  be  ufefulin 
your  generation  ;  arc  there  any  poor  carnal  neighbours  about  you  ? 
O  vifit  them,  and  be  ever  dropping  fome  ferious  words  of  coubfel 
upon  them  :  how  do  you  know  but  there  may  be  fome  fleeping 
convi^lion  left  upon  them  by  the  miniftry  they  once  fat  under, 
which  you  may  be  inftrumental  to  awaken  ?  And  are  there  any 
that  fear  the  Lord  near  you  ?  O  be  often  together,  flrengtben  the 
hands  that  hang  down.  The  Jews  have  a  proverb,  that  one  dry 
/lick  Hvillfet  two  green  ones  on  fire.  A  lively  Chriftian  may  be  of 
fingular  ufe  in  fiich  a  day  as  this.  In  Mai.  iii.  i6.  we  find  what 
the  pra6lice  of  Chriftians  was  in  an  evil  day,  as  it  appears  that  was 
by  the  15  th  verfe,  "  They  that  work  wickedneis  are  (et  up,  yea, 
♦<  they  that  tempt  God  arc  even  delivered."    And  yet,  ••  ^' 
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"  they  that  feared  the  Lord,  fpal»e  often  one  to  another,  and  the 
«  Lord  hearkened,  and  heard  It,  and  a  book  of  remembrance  was 
««  written  before  him  for  them  that  feared  the  Lord,  and  that 

•*  thought  upon  his  name. '  And  they  fhall  be  mine,"  &c.     Oh 

how  well  doth  God  take  it  when  his  people  will  not  be  terrified 
from  their  duty  by  the  fear  of  men !  "  The  Lord  hearkened  and 
*«  heard  it :"  <  They  did  not  whifper  (b  in  one  another's  car  (faith 
«  a  modern  divine)  but  God  over- heard  them,'  the  Lord  liftened,  as 
it  were,  at  the  key-hole,  he  was  under  the  window,  and  kept  it  up- 
on record  \  a  book  of  remembrance  was  written.  O  how  pleafant 
is  it  to  God  to  fee  his  fecret  ones  making  hard  fhifts  to  get  toge- 
ther to  worship  him  !  Cant.  ii.  14,  ««  O  my  dove  that  art  in  the 
"  clefts  of  the  rock,  in  the  fecret  places  of  the  ft  airs,  let  me  fee 
<*  thy  countenance,  let  me  hear  jthy  voice ;  for  fweet  is  thy  voice, 
•*'  and  thy  countenance  is  comely."  What  are  thefe  *  clefts  of 
rocks  and  fecret  places  of  the  flairs,  but  thofe  fecret  retiring  places 
where  the  people  of  God  get  together  in  difficult  times  to  feek 
their  God  ?  Tlicre  they  f  poured  out  their  fouls  together  in  bro- 
ken-hearted confefllons  of  fin.     «  The  primitive  Chriftians  (faith 

*  Hilary)  were  not  to  be  fought,  in  teB'ts  et  exteriori  pompa^  i.  e.  in 
'  palaces  and  outward  pomp,  but  rather  in  defarts  and  mountains, 
«  in  dens  and  caves  of  the  earth  ','  as  Heb.  xi.  38.  .  <  la  Queen 
«  Mary's  time,  (faith  Mr  Fox)  there  were  fometimes  forty,  fbme- 

*  times  an  hundred,  fometimes  two  hundred,  came  together  as 
«  they  could,  in  private  places  in  London,  for  mutual  edifica- 
«  tion.' 

And  though  men  call  this  by  hard  names,  and  load  it  with  re- 
proach, as  if  it  were  faction  and  fcdition,  yet  it  undergoes  another 
ccnfure  in  heaven.  I  remember  J  Tcrtullian,  about  1400  years 
ago,  in  his  apology  vindicates  this  prad^ice  of  theirs  againft  the  ca- 
lumnies of  the  heathen  ;  «<  When  good  men  meet  together,  (faith 
"  he)  it  is  not  to  be  called  a  faftion,  but  a  court.  And  on  the  con- 
**  trary,  the  name  of  faction  is  to  be  applied  to  them  who  con- 
**  fpire  in  hatred  againft  good  and  honeft  men.  And  what  place 
"  IS  accounted  fo  honourable, and  abounds  with  fuch  delights  as  the 
*•  courts  of  princes  /"  Yea,  let  us  hear  what  a  bithop  of  our  own 
fpeaks  of  fuch  meetings;  *  Sometimes  (faith  he)  the  rage  of  perfc- 

*  cution  fiiffers  not  the  church  to  meet  in  the  public  fight  of  all,  but 
Vol.  IV.  3  Z 

■     ■I"         ■    ■      ■        ■■  MM^»^— I— I^M  I  ■■   ■  ■     .  II 

*  He  does  not  ftay  in  a  dwelling-houfe,  but  in  lurking-place.     Bri;ibtmatt  on  the 

\  That  is»  the  whole  face  covered  over  with  tears*  at  tlie  fight  of  which  God 
is  wonderfully  delighted,  ibid.  ABs  et  Mon^foL  1881. 

\  Cum  boniy  cum  proL'i  ceu/it,  mm  ejlfa^io  Scenday  fed  curia,  et  e  contrarlOy  illh  nomtn 
fa^imth  aetomisadamditm  t^,  qui  U  sB  dimm  Unontm  et  preborttm  cwfpirairt,  Tertni. 
ApoL  dp.  39. 
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«  forces  them  as  it  were  to  creep  into  private  holes ;'  as  Rev.  xfi.  (S. 
as  Athanaflus  and  other  orthodox  Chriflians,  were  fain  to  feck 
hiding  places  from  the  Arians. 

•  <«  Every  meeting  of  the  faithful,  although  for  their  fewnefs 
**  they  may  be  included  within  the  walls  of  a  private  houfe,  al- 
*«  though  by  the  fury  of  the  enemies  they  kefp  their  meeting  by 
•*  night,  yet  it  is  a  true  church."  Thus  l)i(hop  Davenant.  And 
truly  if  the  faints  had  nothing  Mt  but  the  gracious  prefence  of 
Chrifty  (which  is  by  promife  engaged  to  be  among  thcni)  it  were 
enough  to  oppofe  to  all  the  difHculties  and  dangers  attending  on 
fuch  a  duty.  What  a  fweet  promife  b  that,  Matth.  xviii.  20. 
*«  Where  two  or  three  arc  gathered  together  in  my  'name,  there 
"  am  I  in  the  midft  of  them  :'*  that  is,  faith  Cameron,  ngt  enlj 
ivith  themj  but  as  a  prefident  among  them  z  Chrift  will  be  there  to 
defend,  teach,  and  blefs  them.  Ho w« often  hath  this  promife  been 
made  good  to  the  experiences  of  the  faints  ?  John  xx.  19.  <'Thea 
«'  the  fame  day  at  evening,  being  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  when 
*^  the  doprs  were  fhut,  where  the  difcij^es  were  aflembled  for 
«  fear  of  the  Jews,  came  Jefus,  and  fVood  in  the  midfl  of  them, 
<<  and  faith  unto  them.  Peace  be  unto  you."  Oh  if  Jefus  be  in 
the  midft  of  you,  no  matter  how  many  enemies  combine  againft 
you  :  if  he  fpeak  peace  to  you,  no  matter  who  prepares  war  again/l 
you :  it  is  worth  the  venturing  far  to  meet  with  Jefus  Chrifl,  and 
enjoy  fellowfhip  with  him  in  fuch  duties. 

And  befides,  this  is  the  way  to  prevent  the  decay  and  cooling  of 
thy  affections:  in  times  of  abounding  iniquity,  the.  love  of  many 
will  wax  cold  ;  "  but  he  that  endureth  to  the  end,  the  fame  (hall 
<<  be  faved."  Lo  it  is  but  an  {he^  (faith  one  upon  the  text)  a 
fingle  man,  a  very  few,  that  hold  out  in  comparifon  of  the  apof- 
tates.  The  whole  world  went  wondering  after  the  bead,  Rev.  xiii. 
3,  4.  Such  was  the  paucity  and  obfcurity  of  Chriftians  in  the 
Arian  times,  that  Bafil  cries  out,  An  ecclefias  fuas  prorfm  dercTiqwi 
Dominus  ?  Hath  the  Lord  utterly  forfaken  his  churches  ?  The  fliip 
of  the  church  was  tlien  almoQ  overwhelmed,  faith  Hierom;  when 
the  dorm  is  at  its  height,  thou  flialt  fee  profeflbrs  fall  like  the 
leaves  in  autumn,  or  as  rotten  fruit  in  a  windy  day.  The  dra- 
gon's tail  fhi^ll  fweep  down  the  third  part  of  the  ftars.  '  Now  to  fix 
thee  in  fuch  a  day,  the  communion  of  faints  is  of  Angular  ufe,  they 
do  wedge  in  and  faftcn  one  another ;  all  the  enemy's  rage  could 
not  fever  them  ;  in  the  primitive  times,  Afts  iv.  23.  being  let  go, 
they  went  to  their  company :  •  "  Two  (faith  Solomon)  are  better 

•  ^avit  coUtBioJitleUiim^  eiiam  fic  t^  paticUaiem  fuam  intra  privatit  dventt  f'Orvitt 
Incluii  p^Jfit  etiamji  bbfurorem  bcflium  noHurnot  CMventut  ogatd^  ^  vtra  tccUfi^^  Dav*  to 
ioc.  p.  410- 

f  In  religious  (bcieties  this  it  a  chief  adYantage,  that  by  matual,  leafoaabk  cz- 
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^  than  one,  becaufe  they  have  a  good  reward  for  tlieir  labour* 
<»  For  if  they  fall,  the  one  will  help  up  his  fellow :  but  wo  to 
<«  him  that  is  alone/'  Eccl.  iv.  9,  10.  "  If  two  lie  together,  then 
•*  they  have  heat :  but  how  can  one  be  warm  alone  ?"  Commu- 
nion with  fpiritual  Chrifbians  affords  this  double  benefit ;  if  one 
Humble,  yea,  fall,  another  will  recover  him ;  if  one's  aSeAIons 
grow  chill,  another's  zeal  will  warm  them  again  :  the  benefit  of 
iach  fociety  is  unfpeakable,  and  truly  the  nearer  you  keep  to  God, 
the  clofer  you  will  cleave  to  one  another,  as  lines  arc  nearer  at  the 
centre- 

COUNSEL  V. 

Study  to  keep  yourfelves  pure  from  the  corruptions  of  the  prefent 
world,   ' 

It  is  not  only  a  great  fin,  but  an  ill  fign,  to  be  carried  away  with 
the  ftreams  of  the  times.  A  fin,  becaufe  diredly  oppofite  to  the 
command,  Rom.  xii.  2-  "  Be  not  conformed  to  this  world," 
Tu  cuuH  r&T»,  to  this  age  ;  the  meaning  is,  Do  not  get  into  the  garb 
of  the  times.  And  an  ill  fign,  becaufe  the  fcripture  makes  it  the 
character  of  a  wicked  man,  Eph.  ii.  2.  '<  They  walk  according  to 
"  the  courfc  of  this  world."  In  the  original  «»]  a»ary«,  according 
to  the  age,  as  the  manner  of  the  times  went.  It  is  as  dangerous 
Hving  in  ill  company,  as  breathing  in  an  infectious  air ;  for  as 
•  one  obfer ves  well,.  "  No  pefl:  doth  fooner  infeA  the  air  than  fin 
«<•  infers  and  defiles  the  mind  :"  It  is  as  hard  a  matter  to  prefcrvc 
yourfelves  from  guilt  among  wicked  men,  as  it  is  to  keep  yourfelves 
clean^  where  many  dirty  dogs  arc  leaping  and  fawning  upon  you  : 
The  difeafes  of  the  foul  are  very  catching^f.  How  great  a  com- 
mendation was  it  to  Noah,  that  he  was  upright,  and  walked  with 
God,  when  all  flefh  had  corrupted  their  ways  I  And  how  beauti- 
ful a  fight  is  it  to  fee  Chrifiians  (hine  as  lights  in  the  midft  of  a 
crooked  and  perverfe  generation!  Phil.  ii.  15.  to  continue  a  lily 
among  thorns.  The  world  is  afea,  and  every  particular  perfon  in 
it  a  drop :  Now  to  fee  a  drop  of  water  in  the  fea  carried  in  a  coun- 
ter-motion to  the  tide,  is  marvellous.  Chriftians  are  a  diftinft 
company  of  themfelves,  Afts  iv.  23.  "  You  areof  another  world,** 
John  xvii.  14.  and  your  converfes  ihould  be  in  heaven.  Col.  iii.  f , 
2.  and  with  heavenly  fpirlts,  Pfalm  xvi.  3.  O  how  hard  is  it  to  ef- 
cape  partnerfiiip  with  them  in  fin,  if  we  converfe  unneccflTarily 
among  them  !  If  fine  bread  be  in  the  fame  oven  with  coarle,  the 

hortatioD,  we  may  banifh  from  our  miods  all  coldncls  and  lukewarmnefs  in  our 
love  to  God,  and  xnay  be  clothed  with  zeal  towards  him.     Cartwrigbt  en  tbtphee. 

*  Peccatum  adeo  ftuile  aJhi  SMvaJit,  mi  nulla  fefii*  tantopere  ifrtm  inpeere  poiefi, 
Cheni.  Har. 

f  No  body  wasfo  much  mafter  of  hinifelf  as  to  hinder  his  own  foUy  from  infe^- 
ing  his  iatinutes.    Senectu' 
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finer  partakes  of  that  which  is  Goarfe^  but  the  coarie  feldom  par- 
t^os  of  the  fine  :  If  you  lay  l^ight  and  clear  armour  among  that 
which  is  nifty,  the  rufty  annour  communicates  its  ruft  to  the  clean, 
bijit  the  bright  communicates  not  its  brightnefs  to  the  rufty.  There 
are  more  ways  than  one  by  which  thou  mayeft  be  involved  into 
guilt  by  them.  Suppofe  thou  confenteft  not  with  them^niuch  left 
initigatell  them  to  tin,  yet  mayeft  thou  be  defiled  by  their  fio^  if 
i^  be  but  by  filence  when  thou  oughteft  to  reprove  them.  Lev.  v. 
I.  or  by  not  being  fo  grieved,  an4  tenderly  afie£ked  with  their 
fins  as  thou  oughteft,  i  Cor.  v.  i,  2.  Thus  did  David,  Pfahn 
cxix.  136.  and  Lot,  2  Pe;.  ii.  7,  8,  that  they  might  free  their 
qvin  fouls.  From  this  I  might  difluade  you  by  many  argumentsr As, 
uirg.  I .  The  exprefs  command  of  God  laid  upon  you  j  he  hath 
forbidden  you  to  follow  a  *  multitude  to  do  evil,  Exod.  xxiii.  2.  it 
may  be  underftood  either  of  multitude  6r  magnitude,  many  men, 
or  great  men,  (for  the  will  of  God  is  not  revealed  to  men  with 
refpeft  either  to  their  numbers  or  greatnefs,  but  his  fecret  is  with 
them  that  fear  him ;)  to  go  in  the  way  of  evil  men,  Prov.  iv.  14. 
to  have  no  fellow ftxip  with  the  unfruitful  wprks  of  darknefs,  £ph. 
V.  II.  to  fave  yourfelves  from  this  untoward  generation>  Afts  ii. 
40.  witli  many  of  like  importance.  And  this  is  reafon  enough  to 
make  you  cautelous,  feeing  God  bath  given  fuch  exprefs  prohibit 
bitions  in  this  cafe. 

Arg,  2  The  fpecial  eye  of  favour  with  God  hath  always  been  caft 
upon  fuch  as  have  been  upright  in  their  generation,  and  kept 
tliemfelves  pure  froai  the  corruptions  of  the  times  they  lived  in. 
Noah  walked  with  God  when  the  earth  was  over-fprcad  with  aa 
inundation  of  wickednefs,  Gen.  vi,  9.  And  Noah  is  faved 
by  the  Lord,  when  the  earth  is  overwhelmed  with  an  in- 
undation of  water,  Gen.  v.  8.  l»ot's  righteous  foul  is  vexed 
yrith  the  filthy  converfation  of  the  Sodomites,  and  he  is  gra- 
ciouily  exempted  from  the  defolation  that  came  upon  themy 
Gen.  xix.  16.  he  would  not  join  hands  with  finners,  and  God  will 
take  him  by  the  hand,  as  a  friend,  to  refcue  him  out  of  the  danger. 
Elijah  will  walk  with  and  appear  for  God,  when  he  could  fee  none 
to  ftand  by  him,  when  idolatry  had  overfpread  the  feice  of  the 
whole  country ;  and  what  miraculous  and  wonderful  providences 
did  he  experience  in  his  protections  and  fuftentations  !  Either  the 
lord  will  hide  him  in  the  grave,  from  the  troubles  that  fball  be 
among  the  living,  Ifa.  Ivii.  i.  (fo  Auguftine  was  taken  away  a 
little  before  the  Tacking  of  Hippiv ;  Parxus  a  little  before  the  ta- 
king of  Heideiburg  ;  Luther  before  the  wars  brake  forth  in  Ger- 
many ;  Methufelah  jiift  before  the  flood)  or  elfc  he  fets  fome  fpc-' 

*    CD'»a*1  It  may  fignify  cither  quantltatem  ccntinuaviy  or  Sfcrtiam  ;  eitber 
nditum^  or  mullitudincm. 
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clal  mark  upon  them,  that  they  may  be  diftinguifhed  in  the  gene* 
ral  calamity,  Ezek.  ix.  4,  5.  «  Go  through  the  midft  of  Jerufa- 
*«  lem,  and  fet  a  mark  upon  the  fore-heads  of  them  that  figh,  and 
"  that  cry  for  all  the  abominations  that  be  done  in  the  midft 
<«  thereof."  And  to  the  other  he  faid,  «  Go  after  him,  and 
*'  fmite,  let  not  your  eye  fpare,  neither  have  ye  pity."  So  Rev. 
vii.  before  the  vials  come  to  be  poured  out  upon  the  earth,  the 
fervants  of  God  are  fealed ;  even  fuch  as  had  kept  themfelves 
pure  from  antichriflian  pollutions. 

^^g*  J*  The  danger  we  run  ourfelves  into  thereby,  dangers  I 
fay,  not  only  of  deArufUon  (for  <<  a  companion  of  fools  (hall  be 
«•  deftroycd,"  Prov.  xiii.  20.)  but  of  defilement  alfo ;  the  devil 
hath  his  agents  and  fa«ftors  in  every  corner  to  entice  you  to  fin, 
and  you  have  corrupt  hearts  as  apt  to  receive  impreffions  from  the 
examples  and  perfuafions  of  finners,  as  tinder  is  to  receiv?  fire ; 
and  it  is  no  wifdom,  you  know,  for  him  that  carries  gun-powder 
about  him,  to  come  too  near  the  fire  where  the  fparks  fly. 

Now,  to  prevent  this  danger  of  being  infefted  with  the  fins  and 
evils  of  the  times,  I  fliall  lay  down  a  few  direftions. 

1.  If  you  would  prevent  infeftion  in  thefe  evil  days,  begin  every 
day  with  God ;  feafon  your  hearts  every  morning  by  communion 
with  the  Lord.  This  was  David's  praftice,  Pfalm  cxxxix.  18. 
*«  When  I  awake,  I  am  ftill  with  thee."  It  was  blefled  counfel 
which  a  worthy  perfon  *  gives  in  this  cafe  \  *  Before  earthly  things 

*  (faith  he)  break  in  upon  us,  and  we  receive  impreflions  from 

*  abroad,  it  is  good  to  feafon  the  heart  with  thoughts  of  God, 
«  and  to  confecrate  the  early  and  virgin  operations  of  the  mind, 
<  before  they  are  proftituted  to  bafer  objefts.  When  the  world 
«  gets  the  ftart  of  religion  in  the  morning,  it  can  hardly  overtake  it 

*  all  the  day ;  and  fo  the  heart  is  habituated  to  vanity  all  the  day 

*  long  :  but  when  we  begin  with  God,  we  take  him  along  with  us 
«  to  all  the  bufinefles  and  comforts  of  the  day ;  which  being  fea- 
«  foned    with  his  love  and  fear,  are  the  more  fweet  and  favory 

*  to  us.* 

2.  Be  choice  in  your  company.  Chrift  indeed  converfed  fre- 
quently with  publicans  and  finners,  but  it  was  dill  in  order  to  their 
good,  and  there  was  no  danger  of  receiving  any  evil  from  them, 
there  was  nothing  in  him  to  b&tn  a  temptation  upon ,  but  we  can- 
feldomget  off  without  a  taint. 

3.  Quicken  up  your  zeal  for  God  ;  this  will  be  a  fpur  to  the  diC- 
charge  of  your  duty  in  all  places,  times,  and  companies.  *  Love 
«  (faith  Mr  Gurnal)  ever  goes  armed  with  zeal,  that  is  her  dagger 
«  (he  draws  againft  all  oppolers  of  truth.*     ^d  non  xelat  mn  amat* 

*  Mr  T.  Cafe  in  epiftle  to  the  Jtoorning  cxcrclfb 
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Msmy  times  we  hear  the  name  of  God  profaned^  and  dare  not  take 
as  much  liberty  and  boldnefs  to  reprove  fin,  as  they  do  to  commit 
it ;  whence  is  this  but  from  the  want  of  zeal  ?  O  it  would  make 
thee,  as  it  did  Jonathan,  to  cad  a  kingdom  at  thy  heels,  to  appear 
againft  fin :  And  metbinks  thy  intereft  in  God  ihould  provoke  thy 
zeal.  We  muft  not  negled  the  duty  of  a  friend,  for  fear  of  in- 
curring the  fufpicion  of  an  enemy :  It  is  better  to  lofc  the  fmiles 
than  the  fouls  of  men :  If  thou  difcharge  thy  duty,  the  fin  is  his ; 
ii  not,  it  is  thine  too. 

4.  Furnifli  your  hearts  with  fuch  principles,  as  are  antidotes  and 
prefervatives  againd  infections.  As  phyficians  advife  in  times  of 
infeftion,  to  carry  fome  prefervatives  ftill  about  you.  Of  this  fort 
I  (hall  commend  four  or  five,  and  (hut  up  this  head. 

1.  Nothing  muft  iie  nearer  thy  heart,  if  thou  be  a  ChrifVian, 
than  the  glory  of  ^y  God ;  all  ends,  interefts,  and  deigns,  mu(i 
be  fubjeA«ii  to  thit ;  and  whatfoever  cannot  be  fubordiiiated,  muft 
be  rejeded.  If  thiaprinciple  were  but  fettled  upon  the  heart,  what 
brave  fpirits  would  it  breed  and  raife  in  thy  breaft  !  It  would  untie 
thy  tongue,  like  Croefus'  dumb  fon,  to  plead  for  'thy  father.  It 
was  a  brave  fpeech  of  Hierom,  in  an  evil  day,  when  the  rage  of  the 
enemy  was  great  againft  the  name  and  people  of  God  ;  <  O  that 
<  they  would  turn  their  weapons  upon  me,  and  be  fatisfied  witli 
«  my  blood/  And  a  fwect  one  is  that  of  Bernard  to  the  fame 
pnrpofe,  Mah  In  nos  mufmur  hmimtm^  qtsam  in  Deum  ,•  Rather 
let  their  reproach  fall  on  us,  than  on  God.  Bonum  e/l  mihiji 
digneiur  Deus^  me  uti  pro  clypeo ;  I  (hould  account  it  a  mercy,  if 
God  would  vouchfafe  to  ufe  me  as  a  (hield.  Much  like  that  of 
David,  «*  The  reproaches  of  them  that  reproached  thee,  are  £illen 
*«  on  me."  If  God's  glory  be  thy  principal  end,  thus  it  will  fiib- 
je£t  all  other  ends  and  intereft  to  it,  and  then  it  will  open  thy  mouth 
to  plead  for  him,  and  appear  in  all  the  concernments  of  his 
name. 

2.  The  peace  of  thine  own  conicience,  is  to  be  preferred  to  the 
favour  of  any  man,  and  will  abundantly  recompenfe  the  frowns  of 
men.  "This  is  our  rejoicing,  even  the  teftimony  of  our  con- 
«<  fcicnce."  This  is  the  fweetcft  friend,  facrifice  it  not  to  any 
man^s  luft  or  will. 

3.  The  greateft  expreffion  of  love  to  another,  is  to  hate  his  fin, 
Prov.  xxvii.  6.  "  Faithful  are  the  wounds  of  a  friend  ;"  and  the 
greateft  injury  to  another,  is  to  connive  at  his  wickednefs,  Lev» 
XIX.  17. 

4.  No  man  (hall  be  a  lofer  at  laft,  by  being  faithful  to  God, 
and  to  his  duty  5  if  you  have  no  reward  from  men,  yet  be  fiirc 
you  (hall  from  God :  And  yet  God  fo  orders  it  oftentimes,  that 
men  (hall  love  ycu  better  for  ycur  faithfulnefs )  Prov.  zxviu.  23. 
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<<  He  that  rebukes  a  maiii  afterwards  (ball  find  more  favour  than 
«  he  that  flatters  with  his  lips." 

5,  A  Chriftian  (hould  do  that^  and  nothing,  but  that  now^ 
which  he  judges  will  be  comfortable  to  him  in  a  calm  review  at 
death  and  judgment :  This  would  make  you  accurate  Chriftians  in- 
deed. O  treafure  up  thefe  principles^  and  live  in  the  d^ily  exerdie 
of  them. 

COUNSEL   VI. 

Prepare  for  fiery  trials^  Huhtlji  the  Lord  gives  you  fuch  a  gracious 
feafon  of  peace  and  liberty, 

Eccl.  viii.  5.  *'  A  wife  man's  heart  difcemeth  both  time  and 
*<  judgment."  And  indeed  it  is  a  fpecial  point  of  wifdom,  to  ap- 
prehend and  improve  feafons  aright.  Chrifliani  thou  mu(^  ufe  thy 
forcfeeing  fiurultieSx  to  difcovcr  danger  at  a  •  didance,  and  fo 
prevent  furprizals  \  «« A  prudent  man  forefeeth  the  evil,"  Prov. 
xxii.  3.  Tea^  fenfe  itfeif  teacheth  the  brute  beads  to  get  to  the 
hedge,  when  a  ftorm  is  coming  \  and  cand  thou  not  forefee  a 
ilorm  in  the  clouds,  do  they  not  gather  blacker  and  blacjcer  over 
thy  head  ?  O  prepare  for  it ;  get  thy  fufFering  graces^  thy  winter 
garments  on.  "  Put  them  in  mind  (faith  the  apoflle)  to  be  ready 
**  to  every  good  work,"  Tit,  iii.  i.  be  it  active  or  paffive  obedi- 
ence,  you  mud  be  ready  for  it.  BlefTed  Paul  had  fitted  and  pro- 
vided himfelf,  A£b  xxi.  13.  "I  am  £ready]  not  only  to  be  bounds 
**  but  to  die  at  Jerufalem,  for  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus:*'  He 
had,  as  1  may  fay,  laid  his  neck  on  the  block  before-hand,  2  Tim, 
iv.  6.  <«  I  am  ready  (faith  he)  to  be  offered  up."  Thus  Chrift  was 
ready  for  his  fufferings,  '«  Lo,  I  come,  (faith  he)  upon  the  F*- 
"  ther's  call,"  Pfai.  xL  7.  And  as  this  is  an  argument  of  an  heart 
*  truly  gracious,  fo  is  it  a  lingular  advantage  to  the  Chriftian  when 
troubles  come ;  it  is  as  the  fhoe,  Eph.  vi.  15.  "  And  your  feet  fhod 
«  with  the  preparation  of  the  gofpel  of  peace."  Ah  I  when  you 
come  off  thefe  plains  of  peace  and  liberty,  into  the  hard,  rugged 
paths  of  fuffering,  you  will  find  what  a  benefit  it  will  be  to  you, 
to  be  well  fhod  with  this  preparation  of  the  gofpel  of  peace,  Ha- 
bakkukhadit,  chap.  iii.  16.  "  I  trembled  in  myfelf,  that  I  might 
«<  reft  in  the  day  of  trouble:"  And  when  difficulties  and  ftraits 
came,  he  could  go  away  finging  under  them,  ver.  17.  "Though 
«<  the  fig-tree,"  &c.  yea,  he  could  walk  fecurely  through  the 
thickets,  of  trouble,  and  over  the  craggy  rocks  and  precipices  of 
danger,  as  is  intimated,  ver.  19.  "The  I/ord  God  is  my  ftrength, 
••  and  he  will  make  my  feet  like  hinds  feet,"  i.  e.  to  pafs  with 
cafe,  per  monteSy  per  rupta,  in  fuch  ways  of  difiiculty  as  would  difl 


*  It  is  difficult  to  find  flielter  in  adveriity,  which  wai  not  fought  after  in  times 
of  peace  »nd  profperity.    Aug, 
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tfaft  others:  "And  he  will  fet  me  upon  my  high  places;"  i.  C. 
he*  will  enable  me  to  go  without  fear  over  mountains  of  trouble, 
O  Chriftian,  how  foon  a  ftorm  may  rife  thou  knowcft  not.  Gen. 
xxii.  a.  Afts  xii.  I-  to  be  fure  it  will  not  be  long,  the  heavens  arc 
black,  and  fonie  drops  already  fallen:  Prepare  therefore  for  it, 
and  have  your  iuffcring  graces  ready. 

Queft.  But  ivhat  are  they  ?  And  kviv  mujl  they  be  prepared  ? 

SoT.  Though  every  grace  is  neceflary  in  its  place,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  a  Chriilian's  converfation,  comes  to  take  his  turn  \  as 
every  fpoke  in  a  wheel  bears  a  ftrefi,  and  is  of  ufe  in  the  whole 
turn  and  round  thereof;  yet  as  thofe  fpokes  which  are  ondcr- 
moft  at  prefent,  do  prefent  fervice,  fo  thofe  graces  which  are  now 
exercifed,  and  are  to  bear  the  prefent  burden  of  this  day,  are  fuch 
as  thefe ; 

1 ,  Fakh  This  hath  a  precedency  given  it  to  all  other  graces  ; 
as  in  point  of  juftification,  (o  of  fuftentation  in  a*fuffering  hour; 
Eph.  vi.  i6.  «  Above  all,  taking  the  (hield  of  faith  :"  This  Is  like 
the  liver-vein,  this  goes  to  Chrift,  and  conveys  blood  and  life  to 
the  foul  from  him  ;  now  "  the  juft  fliall  live  by  faith,*'  Heb»  x. 
38.  It  was  by  faith  thofe  renowned  worthies,  Heb.  xi.  performed 
luch  glorious  adlions.  ^By  faith  it  is  that  a  poor  Chriflian  gets  a 
glimpfe  of  the  invifible  God  and  glory,  which  manrelloufly  fup- 
ports  him  under  diftrefles,  Heb.  xi.  27,  2  Cor.  iv.  18.  By  this 
the  foul  is  filled  with  peace,  and  inward  tranquillity,  Rom.  v.  i, 
2.  And  that  is  a  Angular  preparation  for  fuffering,  Eph.  vi.  15. 
<'  Smite,  Lord,  fmite,  (faid  Lutherf).  for  my  fins  are  forgivea 
«<  me."  By  faith  a  poor  foul  rolls  itfclip  and  its  burden  upon  God, 
2  Tim.  i.  1 2.  and  fo  quits  and  difcharges  itfelf  of  all  that  anxiety 
and  perplexity  of  fpirit,  which  puts  the  finking  weight  into  afflic- 
tion. Oh  then  look  to  thy  faith,  fee  it  be  not  only  alive,  but 
lively ;  keep  that  grace  in  thy  heart,  and  thou  fhalt  do  well. 

2.  Patience :  A  grace  fitted  for  the  purpofe :  it  is  not  only  a 
grace  itfelf,  but  the  confervatory  of  other  graces.  As  God  hath 
placed  temperance  on  the  right  hand  of  godlinefe,  to  defend  it  from 
injury  by  the  flatteries  and  allurements  of  the  world,  fo  bath  he 
placed  patience  on  the  left,  to  defend  it  from  the  wrong  it  might 
receive  by  advcrfity,  2  Pet.  i.  5,  6  a  grace  fo  neceflary  in  an  evil 
day,  that  the  Spirit  hath  fet  it  m  equipage  with  faith  itfelf,  Heb. 
vi.  1 2.  and  the  crown  promifed  to  it,  Rom.  il  7.  It  is  an  hardy 
grace,  bred  by  tribulation,  Rom.  v.  3.  will  make  a  Chriftian  loDg- 
winded  in  his  race  to  glory.  Oh  then  beg  that  you  nuy  be 
ftrengthened  with  all  might  in  the  inner-man,  unto  all  patience  j 


•^  To  go  freely  and  without  fear  upon  the  high  places. 

t  Fgri,  DemiMf  ftri,  nam  a /^eceatu  mm  ahfotutusfum,     Lttth. 
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if  not,  though  you  may  be  fet  out  with  much  fe^ming  gallantry 
of  refolutioHy  yet  you  muft  needs  faint  in  the  wayj  and  fall  (hort 
at  laft.  9 

.  3.  Hoiy  courage  and  magnanimity.  This  grace  muft  now  fay  in 
thy  heart,  as  Elijah  once  did,  «  As  the  Lord  lives,  I  will  {hew  my- 
"  felf."  How  confpicuous  hath  this  grace  been  in  thofe  worthy 
heroes  that  are  paft  on  before  us!  See  Dan.  iil.  16,  17.  Heb.  xi. 
ffr  tot.  A£^  XX.  24.  and  xxi.  13.  When  Valens  the  emperor  en- 
deavoured to  draw  Bafil  firom  the  faith,  he  .firft  offers  him  great 
preferments,  but  his  fpirit  was  raifed  above  that  5  *  Offer  thefc 

<  things  (faid  he)  to  children  :"  then  he  tries  him  by  thrcatenings 
of  grievous  torments,  but  his  fpirit  was  above  that  alfb  *,  *  threaten 
^  thefe  things  (faid  he)  to  your  purple  gallants,  that  give  themfelvei 
«  to  pleafure/  The  fame  Bafil  relates  the  anfwer  of  the  forty 
martyrs,  (whofe  ftory  he  writes ;)  when  the  perfecutors,  faith  hc» 
offered  them  great  preferments  to  draw  them  from  Chrift,  this 
was  their  anfwer ;  <  Why  offer  you  to  us  thclc  fmall  things  of  the 

<  world,  when  you  know  the  whole  world  is  contemned  by  us?^ 
One  of  the  nobles  of  Julian  prefent  lat  the  tormenting  of  Mar- 
cus, bifhop  of  Arethufa,  vras  forced  to  fay,  <  We  are  a^amed,  O 
«  Emperor,  the  Chriftians  laugh  at  your  cruelty,  and  grow  the 

<  more  refolute/     Our  very  women  and  children,  not  to  fpeak  of 

<  men,  (faith  La£lantius}  do  overcome  their  tormentors,  an4  the 

<  fire  cannot  fetch  fo  much  as  a  figh  from  them/  The  fame  glo- 
rious fpirit  of  courage  for  the  Lord  Jefus  refted  alfo  upon  Luther, 
*  Zuinglius,  and  thofe  blcflcd  fouls  that  freely  offered  themfelves 
to  the  Lord  in  queen  Mary's  time.  And  truly,  Chriftian,  not  on- 
ly neceflity  which  lies  upon  thee,  fhould  provoke  courage,  for 
there  is  no  retreating,  unlefs.  thou  refolve  to  perifh,  Heb.  x.  38. 
but  methinksthe  infinite  excellency  of  Chrift.  in  whofe  caufe  and 
quarrel  thou  art  engaged,  exa&  it  of  thee,  and  ffiould  make  thee 
lay  down  all  at  his  feet,  not  by  conffraint,  but  willingly,  looking 
upon  it  as  thy  privilege,  Phil.  i.  29. 

4.  Laftly^  To  name  no  more,  felf-denial  muft  now  be  promoted. 
**  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  he  muft  deny  himfelf,"  Mark 
viii.  34.  Both  finful  felf,  which  muft  abfolutely  and  univerfally  be 
denied;  and  natural^  yea,  religious  felf,  which  muft  refpc^lively, 
and  in  fome  cafes,  be  denied  alfo.  The  want  oF  this,  hath  been 
the  down&l  and  ruin  of  many  an  eminent  profeftbr.  The  moft 
dangerous  nick  and  opportunity  of  temptation,  is,  when  a  man  is 

Vol.  IV.  4  A 

*  What  death  would  1  not  chufe!  What  puniflmient  would  I  nbt  undergo! 
yea,  into  what  vault  of  hell  would  I  not  rather  chuTc  co  he  thrown,  than  to  wit* 
ne£i  againft  my  confcience  ?  Zuing,  3  epift. 
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tried  m  hk  dflfling  luA  ^  now  h«  falls  bj  the  root,  if  that  be  not 
xnortifted.  Thb  was  the  ruin  of  Jadasf  co^toufhefs  was  his  pre* 
dpminant  luft  \  and  when  he  was  tried  there,  h4falls  immediatebry 
Mat.  xxrf.  i6.  **  What  will  you  give  me,  and  I  wiM  betray  hiA  ?" 
This  overturned  Dcmas  aWa-  O  confidcr  thefc  things. 
COUNSEL  VIL 

Get  your  heart i  dt^iy  ^chd  isith  Zivn's  rtrifrry,  andjhrjvtamefl^ 
I^  ivifB  tiff  Lerd  on  kj  hehalf^ 

Pfal  cxtxvi}.  5.  «« If  I  forget  thcc,  O  Jerufalcni,  let  n^  tongue 
«*  cfeavc  to  the  roof  of  my  mouth/'  The  pouring,  out  of  diis 
Ipirit  of  compaflion,  will  be  a  token,  for  good  to  os ;  Ffel.  ciL  i  j. 
**  Tfaon  wilt  arife  and  h&ve  mercy  upoa  Zioo>  for  the  umc  to  &•• 
•♦  vonr  her,  yea,  the  fet  time  i&  come.'*  But  how  knew  he  that  ? 
<>  ibr  thy  fcrvants^  tak*  pl^&re  in  her  ftones,  and  ikvoor  che 
•<  dtlft  thereof."    Uteon  which  words:  one*  gktfTetk  thus^  *It  is 

*  as  if  he  fliouldfay,  Wotrfd  you  h»gr  m«  give  an  account  of  ny 

*  hope  and  confidence,  that  God  wiii  arife  and  have  mercy 
'  Upon  Zion ;  why  (faith  he)  do  yon  not  fee  the  fervants  oif 
^  God  every  wi^ere  t4>dubled  for  2>bn,  and  bemonn  Zioo,  a&d 
^'  weep  over  her,  cryihg  dnt  over  her  rums,  O  ix  tlurZion  /  Wbat^ 

*  the  city  of  our  felemnitietf !  What,  fbe  thac  was  the  pvaUe  and 
«  beauty  of  the  whole  earfh  !  Ab,  Loni,  who  can  hold  his  peace 
'^  at»(\)ch  a  fight  n$  this  i  Oh,  who  can  took  upon  Zion  wMidry 
▼  eyes  ?  Are  thefe  her  ftones  that  lie  thus  fcattered  iar  tiie  da&  ? 
'«*  Oh  it  is  a  thorrfand  pities  to  fee  2ion  iniibch  a  hd  aod  mournful 

*  condition !    Oh  that  our  heads  were  waters,  and  our  eyes  rivers 

*  of  tears  ?  Come,  Sirs,  what  (hall  we  do  for  ZmxlI  Is  there  no- 

*  thing  we  can  do  by  our  counfrls,  our  prayers,  for  fepakmg  of 
^  thefe  breaches  i*    O  thus  it  fiioald  be  with  us  at  this  day  :  Nm 

funt  ifFa  Utrgandi  fed  orandi  iempdra,  as  Mr  Fergus  fasd  of  his  day. 
Thefe  are  not  times  of  ftriving,  but  praying; 'it  is  m  time  now 
to  firive  with  one  avsether,  but  to  unite  our  ftvength,  and  like  the 
true  generation  of  Jacob,  to  be  ftriving  with  our  God.  To  be 
minding  the  world,  and  feeking  of  great  thngs  for  ourftlves  now, 
is  no  fmall  evil :  God  expels  his  faints  ftooid  now  be  clodiod  in 
black,  and  walk  as  true  mourners  under  the  great  and  ibre  rebukes 
of  their  Father :  (hould  we  now  make  mirth  ?"  £2ek«  xli.  10. 
"  It  contemneth  the  rod  of  my  fon,  as  every  tree.**  God  brings 
it  in  as  an  he^y  charge  upon  the  people,  Amos  vi  6.  that  tfaey 
««  are  ndt  grieved  for  the  afliiftions  of  Jofepb  y*\  or  a»  tho  Hebrew, 
over  the  ren tings  and  tearings  in  pieces  of  Jofepb,  that  is,  the 
church.  It  is  a  lively  allufion  to  the  fad  lamentation  that  old  Ja- 
cob made  over  the  fuppofed  renting  of  hb  dear  jofepb^  Gen.  zlii. 

II    II  bMi     mxHi  11     III     I    [I  ^*^^^^i^>*— *— — *  111       I  ■■     II  iMi^.— ^ 

^  Mr  Cafe  in  fngbmcl'i  eac^uragmeiiti,  f»  74. 
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2  u  J(^^  is  mtf  I  will  go  down  to  the  grave  to  my  Ton  mourni^: 
but  his  brethren  faw  the  anguifli  of  his  foul,  and  pitied  him  not» 
And  may  not  many  of  the  Lord's  own  people,  charge  the  famf 
thing  upon  their  hearts  at  this  day,  that  they  did  upon  thf  mielvest 
««  We  arc  verily  guilty  (fay  they)  concerning  our  brother  Jofcph." 
Ah  !  have  we  not  heard  of  the  angui(h  of  Zion,  and  the  fore  di& 
trefs  upon  many  of  her  childr<;n  at  this  day^  and  yet  have  not  becQ 
fo  tenderly  touched  with  the  due  fenfe  of  it  ?  Oh  write  that  man 
bowellefsj  that  hath  no  compafHon  in  his  fpirit  now  for  21k>n  \  you 
niay  promtfe  to  yourfelf  immunity  from  the  common  calamity,  but 
God  bath  faid,  Amos  \i.  7.  "You  (hall  go  captive  with  Hie  firft 
*«  that  go  captive.**  Ah!  Is  this  a  time,  as  God  faid  toBaruch* 
Jer.  xlv.  to  leek  great  things  for  yourfelves  ^  it  is  enough  if  yon 
have  your  life  for  a  prey :  are  you  now  building  and  feathering 
your  nefts)  when  the  ax  of  judgment  lies  at  the  root  of  that  tree 
you  build  in,  to  cut  it  down  ?  Surely  we  may  fay  of  fuch  deOgnf 
nowj  as  Hufhai  did  of  the  coun(el  of  Ahithophel,  <*  It  is  not  goo4 
«*  at  thi^  time"  In  that  day  did  the  Lord  call  to  mournbg;  end 
k  there  not  as  loud  a  call  at  this  day  ?  "  The  voice  of  the  rod 
<*  crieth  to  the  city,  Mic.  vi.  9.  Oh!  be  not  deaf  to  that  cry  5 
now  go  to  the  Lord  with  an  holy  importunity,  under  a  quick  f^ofi; 
of  Zion*s  mifery,  and  give  him  no  reft  till  he  arife  and  have  mer-* 
cy  on  her.  And  among  many  other,  thefe  arguments  may  per- 
fuade  to  it. 

Arg,  I .  The  gracious  nature  of  that  God  to  whom  you  go  for 
help  and  mercy  5  Oh  remember  you  lie  down  at  the  feet  of  a  ten- 
der-hearted Father,  willing  to  be  overcome  by  you:  Amos  iv.  12, 
«<  Therefore  thus  will  I  do  unto  thee,  and  becaufe  I  will  do  this, 
*<  prepare  to  meet  thy  God,  O  Ifrael,"  i.  e.  in  a  way  of  humiliation 
to  prevent  him  :  So  Luke  xvili.  7.  And  fliallnot  God  avenge  his 
\o*wn  elecr\  that  cry  unto  him  day  and  night,  though  he  hear  long 
with  them  ?  Mark  the  motive,  [A*/  onvrf]^  q.  d.  Can  a  father  fhut 
up  the  bowels  of  mercy  from  his  own  flefh  ?  How  much  Icfs  Godj 
to  whofe  compaflions  the  moft  dear  and  tender  affections  of  all  the 
parents  in  the  world,  is  but  as  a  drop  to  the  ocean.  This  Jonah 
well  underftood,  Jonah  iv.  2.  **  Was  not  this  my  faying  when  I 
«  was  yet  in  my  country  ?  Therefore  I  fled  before  untoTarflii(h, 
<<  for  1  knew  that  thon  art  a  gracious  God,  flow  to  anger,  and  of 
<«  great  kindnefs,  and  repenteft  thee  of  the  evil  :**  q.  d.  Yea,  Lord, 
I  knew  before-hand  what  it  would  come  to ;  I  muft  go  to  Nine- 
veh^ and  denounce  thy  judgments  againft  it,  and  then  if  they  do 
but  humble  themfelves  a  Uttle,  thy  mercies  and  compaflions  are  to 
tender  and  abundant,  that  thou  canft  not  fmite  them  \  if  they  do 
but  come  upon  the  knee,  the  rod  falls  out  of  thy  hand  j  I  knew  it 
would  be  fo,  I  was  perfuaded  before-handj  that  free-grace  woidd 
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make  mc  appear  as  a  liar  to  them,  therefore  I  fled  to  Tarfliifli. 
O  what  a  motive  is  this  to  brine  you  upon  the  knee  before  God  at 
this  day!  ^ 

Arg,  2.  Confider  how  dear  an  intereft  it  is  that  yoii  efpoufe  and 
plead  for,  dear  to  God,'  and  therefore  the  greater  probability  of 
fuccefs ;  you  may  fay  to  God,  as  Mary  and  Martha  did  to  Chrift 
concerning  their  brother  Lazarus,  **  Lord,  he  whom  thou  loveftis 
"  lick."  Ah  !  the  intereft  of  his  Son,  which  I  pcrfuade  you  to 
plead  with  him,  lies  near  his  heart,  and  dear  to  you,  if  you  be  real 
faints  :  for,  alas  !  what  joy  can  you  have  to  furvive  Sion's  profpcri- 
ty  ?  Would  you  not  in  fuch  a  cafe  fay  as  the  prophet,  i  Bnp 
xix.  4.  "  Ah  Lord  God,  it  is  enough,  take  away  my  lifcalfo."  0 
therefore  ftrivc  with  God  for  it. 

Arg,  3.  Confider  how  much  you  have  contributed  to  the  provo- 
king and  procuring  caufe  of  its  prcfent  mifery  5  it  is  Sion's  own 
fons  and  daughters  that  have  procured  this  unto  her ;  and  (hall 
there  be  none  among  all  the  fons  (he  hath  brought  up  to  take  her 
by  the  hand,  and  comfort  her  ?  It  is  our  contefts  and  wranglings 
one  with  another,  our  barrennefs  under  the  gofpcl,  our  abufc  of 
deliverances,  and  moft  precious  gofpcl-enjoyments  that  have  pro- 
cured all  this.  Ah  firs  !  will  you  not  ftrive  to  pray  back  the  mer- 
cies you  have  helped  to  fin  away  ? 

Arg.  4.  Thofe  that  are  moft  deeply  humbled,  and  do  moft  fer- 
vently intercede  for  Zion  now,  (hall  have  a  peculiar  ihare  in  her 
joy  when  the  Lord  reftores  ii ;  *' When  the  Lord  turned  again  the 
*«  captivity  of  Sion,  we  were  like  them  that  dreamed,  then  was 
**  our  mouth  filled  with  laughter,  and  our  tongue  with  finging,** 
Pfal.  cxxvi.  1,  2.  But  who  were  thefe  that  laugh  and  rejoice  ^t 
Sion's  mercy  ?  Were  they  not  fuch  as  had  mourned  for  her ;  yes, 
yes,  they  that  thus  reap  in  joy,  are  fuch  as  had  before  fown  in  tears, 
ver.  5,  6.  to  fuch  indeed  the  promife  is  made,  Ifa.  Ivii.  18.  and 
Ixvi.  10.  Rejoice  for  joy  with  her  all  ye  that  mourn  for  her. 
Let  thtfe  things  affcdt  your  fouls. 

.  COUNSEL  VIII. 
That  feeing  a  day  of  great  trouble  is  approaching^  and  all  cut'iirsi 
comforts  rtaay  to  take  their  far  mvel  of  yen  ^  you fhotild  now  give  all  dil> 
gencc  to  dear  up  your  title  to  Chri/l,  and  inttrejfl  in  that  kingdom  which 
cannot  hefhakcn. 

If  ever  we  had  need  to  make  all  honeft  hafte  to  heaven,  and 
to  clear  up  our  intereft  in  it,  this  is  the  time  5  what  have  we  bc- 
fides  this  to  oppofc  to  all  our  troubles  here  ?  what  will  you  do 
when  all  earthly  comforts  are  fled  ?  And  are  they  not  upon  the 
wing  ?  When  it  comes  to  refifting  to  blood,  and  giving  up  all,  czn 
you  fadge  wiih  fuch  work  as  this,  while  your  fpirits  arc  dubious 
and  cloudy  In  this  point  ?  Qmy  friends  believe  it,  it  is  nothing  but 
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this  that  can  make  a  faint  triumph  and  glory  in  abufes  and  tribubr 
tions,  2  Cor.  iv.  16,  17,  18.  Heb.  x.  34.  Rom.  v.  x,2>  3.  And 
little  do  you  imagine  how  infupportable  troubles  are,  when  the 
fpirit  is  low  and  dubious  in  point  of  intereft.  The  devil,  like  a 
true  coward,  falls  upon  a  poor  faint,  when  he  is  proflrate  in  his  fpi- 
rit, and  under  trouble,  then  he  pours  in  difcouragements  firom  all 
hands  \  he  loves  to  fall  upon  them,  as  Simeon  and  Levi  did  upoa 
the  Shechemites  when  they  were  fore,  Gen.  xxxiv.  25.  Satan 
knows  men  will  hardly  part  with  their  prefcnt  fenfible  comforts 
till  they  be  alTured  of  better  :  It  is  ea(ier,  without  doubt,  for  an  a£- 
fured  Chriftian  to  lay  down  his  neck  for  Chrifl,  than  for  another 
to  part  with  a  piece  of  his  edate,  or  bear  a  reproach  for  him  :  and 
truly  whether  we  confult  fafety  or  comfort,  whether  we  coniider 
the  ineffable  fweetnefsof  that  peace  and  joy  begotten  by  adurance; 
or  the  mifery  of  being  fubje£ted  in  a  day  of  trouble  to  the  milgiv- 
ings,  doubts,  and  fears  of  a  perplexed  fpirit,  you  will  find  that  all 
thefe  coniiderations  do  put  a  necefEty,  a  folemnity,  a  glory  upon 
this  work  :  but  O  the  difHcuhies  and  dangers  attending  it !  what 
judgment,  falthf ulnefs,  refolution,  watchfulnefs  doth  it  require ! 
fuch  is  the  darknels,  deceitfulnefs,  inconftancy  of  the  heart ;  and 
fuch  the  malice,  policy,  and  diligence  of  Satan  to  improve  thefe,  that 
he  who  attempts  this  work,  had  need  both  to  watch  his  feafons 
for  it,  frequently  to  look  up  to  God  for  guidance  and  illumination  j 
and  to  fpend  many  fad  and  ferious  thoughts  before  he  determine 
this  bufinefs.  , 

To  the  end  therefore,  that  this  moft  weighty  and  important 
work  may  not  mifcarry  in  thy  hands,  I  intreat  thee  carefully  to  ob- 
ierve  thefe  fix  Diredtions  following. 

DireSIion  i. 

Be  fure  thou  try  thyfelf  by  found,  approved  marks  of  fincerity, 
and  not  by  fuch  as  are  only  probable,  and  common  to  hypocrites, 
for  thefe  will  fail  when  any  {Irefi  is  laid  upon  them,  and,  Uke  the 
reeds  of  Egypt,  pierce  into  thine  hand. 

To  help  thee  therein,  I  have  collefted  the  beft  fcripture-marks 
illuftrated  and  prepared  for  thy  ufe,  by  the  labours  of  fome  of  our 
moft  (kilful  heart  anatomifts  :  The  fubftance  of  which  I  fliallhert 
tranfcribe,  left  you  Ihould  not  have  the  books  at  hand. 

Fourftgns  of  aftncere  hearty  by  Mr  Gurttaly  in  the  fecotid  partofhis 
treatlfe,  on  Eph-  vi.  p.  127.  &c. 

I  Mark.  A  iincere  heart  is  a  ne^  hearty  Ezek.  xi.  19.  whereas 
It  was  formerly  divided  among  the  creatures,  now  it  is  gathered 
unto  God  :  it  hath  but  one  defign,  which  above  all  it  purfues ; 
and  that  is  to  approve  itfelf  to  God  \  as  one  that  having  many 
pieces  of  old  filver  lying  by  hini^  which  he  intends  to  put  into  one 
bowl  s  he  firft  refolves  to  caft  it  anew,  and  to  that  end  throws  it 
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ipxo  the  fire  to  meit^  and  fo  at  laft  fliuts  up  all  in  one  piece. 

a  Mark,  A  fincere  lieart  is  zJimpU^  plain  heart ;  2  Cor.  i.  12. 
9Ik)  this  fimplicity  appears  in  three  things,  (i.)  In  ranlacldng  it- 
felf>  in  which  it  is  exceeding  diligent^  and  fearful  of  a  miftake, 
wiBiQg  to  know  the  worft  of  himfelf  >  in  judging  itfelf,  when  the 
fin  b  founds  he  proceeds  to  fcntence  a  luft,  as  well  as  to  fearch  dt- 
ligehtljr  for  it.  (2.)  In  plain-dealing  with  God,  as  well  as  with  it- 
ftlf :  an  hypocrite  aiks  what  he  would  not  thank  God  to  give  him, 
but  ?  fincere  foul  is  deeply  affcfted  when  his  prayers  are  not  an- 
Iwcred,  and  ufes  the  means  to  obtain  his  defires.  (3.)  In  plain 
dealing  with  men,  he  will  not  fubjcct  his  confciencc  to  lleibly  in- 
tercft,  nor  (bape  his  courfe  to  the  times. 

3  Jllark,  The  fincere  Chriftian  is  uniform  ;  and  that,"(r  )  As 
to  the  objeft  5  (2.)  The  fubjedl ;  (3.)  The  circumflances  of  his  obe- 
dience. For  the  firfl,  his  heart  lies  clofe  to  the  w1k)1c  law  of  God, 
Ffalm  ^xvi.  1 1.  hath  lefpeA  to  all  the  commands :  as  for  the  ful>« 
jeft,  the  whole  man  (fo  far  as  renewed)  moves  one-way :  judg- 
ment, will,  aAedlions,  move  uniformly :  as  to  circumAances,  he  is 
boly  in  all  timesi  places,  &c. 

4  Alark.  The  fincere  Chriftian  is  progfejjive^  is  not  content  with 
any  mcafure  of  grace,  Phil.  iii.  13,  15.  never  at  his  journey's  end, 
till  he  get  to  heaven,  Pfal.  xvii.  15. 

Fivt  marls  ofuprightnefsy  by  Mr  Obadiah  Sedgwick y  in  his  anatomj 
tfvprightnefs.  p.  202.  &c. 

1  Mark,  If  a  man  be  upright,  he  will  moftly  ftrivc  for  an  in- 
ward reformation  of  his  heart,  Pfal.  cxix.  10.  James  iv.  8.  Rom. 
i.  9.  It  is  not  fufficient  his  outward  anions  lock  well,  unlefs  his 
heart  were  better:  Oh,  faith  he,  that  this  heart  were  better, 
more  holy,  more  humble,  more  believing  :  the  principal  regard  of 
the  bj'pocritc  is  to  externals. 

2  Mark,  If  a  man  be  upright,  a  little  hoBnefs  will  not  fcrvc  his 
turn,  Phil.  iii.  12,  13,  14,  15. 

3  Mark.  A  p.  rfon  may  know  his  uprightnefi  by  the  coniciona- 
ble  difpofition  of  his  heart  about  all -fins,  Pfal.  xviii.  23.  Job  i.  i- 
Hypocrites  have  ftill  fome  way  of  wickedncfs.  Such  a  foul  as  is 
upright,  will  make  confcience  of  fecret,  as  well  as  open  fins.  Job 
xxxi.  26,  27,  &c.  Piov.  xii.  5.  yea,  of  the  leaft  fins  5  David's  heart 
fmotehun  for  cutting  off  the  Ikirt  of  SauFs  garment;  yea,  of  fins 
which  are  in  a  fort  more  connatural  to  him,  Pfal.  xviii.  13.  In  a 
word,  uprightnefs  appears  in  nine  things  about  fins,  (i.)  It  will 
endure  trial,  Pfal  cxxxix.  23.  (2)  It  will  often  try  hfelf.  (3.) 
It  fcares  itfelf,  and  is  fufpicious.  (4.}  It  will  blefs  God  for  being 
kept  from  fin  \  as  David  did  for  Abigail's  counfeL  (5.)  It  is  more 
fevere  again  ft  its  own  fins  than  another's.  (6.)  It  condemns  fin  in 
tli }  in  parents,  as  Jonathan  in  Saul ;  in  children,  as  Jacob  in  Si- 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


Antifhamntuum  SaMtniminiu.  555 

meon  and  Levi :  in  great  ones,  as  John  B^M  in  Hofod«  (7.)  ft 
grieves  for  its  own  fias,  and  the  fins  of  others  alTcK  RiverS  of  wa* 
ter  ran  down  David^s  eyes  upon  that  acconnt.  (8.)  it  is  moct 
moved  for  fins  againd  God,  than  injuries  dofne  to  itfeif :  as  D»» 
vid  cannot  bear  Golkth's  blafphemieSi  yet  can  bear  Shimei's  railing^ 
(9.)  Abftinence  AtfBceth  not  without  haired  -,  and  hatred  fefficeth 
not  without  mortifieation. 

4  Mark.  Uprightne(9  is  known  by  a  nun-'s  difpofitbo  about  holy 
dutieS)  and  in  holy  duties.  Five  things  manifeft  the  uphghtne&  oiF 
the  heart. 

1.  Univer/ality.  Pfal.  cxix.  6.  Ads  xxiv.  16,  Heb.  xiii*  i8*  An 
kypoerite^s  obedience  cannot  be  univerfaV,  bccanfe  his  grousds  and 
motives  are  but  particular. 

2.  By  its  Conjhncyy  Job  ii  3.  ftill  he  holdefh  faft  his  integrity; 
There  are  three  times  in  which  an  hypo<Jritc  nuiy  cxprcfs  great  for- 
wardncfe;  (i.)  When  ftraits  of  confcience  are  on  hitn,.  Ifa.  xxvL 
16.  (2.)  When  duties  are  not  dangerous,  Matth.  xiii.  5^  6>  20w 
(3.)  I»  the  prefence  of  others  ;  as  Joafli  while  JehoiaJ^^h  lived.     . 

3.  ^Jrmpficity  of  obedience,  when  a  man  looks'  net  at-  Uusfei^ 
but  at  God's  command,  2  Cor.  i.  1 2.  and  v.  14. 

4.  By  the  fpirituality  of  obedience,  when  the  very  heavt  and 
foni,  the  fpirit  and  aSe<ftion9  a£t:  themfeives,  and  co-operate  iTith 
oilr  fervjccs,   i  Cdr.  xiv.  15.  Rom.  i.  9.  Eph.  vi.^ji  6. 

;.  By  the  bumility  of  obedience,  hypocrites  are  proud  of  their 
work.  When  God  enlarges  the  heart,  a  faini  may  rejoice ;  bill 
the  hypocrite  witt  boaft.    A  faint-  giws  aU  to  God,  i  Chron.  xxix. 

5.  Mark.  A  fifth  trial  of  uprfghf!iie&  is,  if  the  bent  and  pur- 
pofe  of  the  heart  be  umo  God,  PfeK  cxix.  5.  Pfal.  xl.  8.  i  Chrott; 
xiz.  31.  Afts  xi.  23.  And  this  bent  or  purpofe  of  the  heart  .im** 
plies  three  things,  (f.)  An  inward  ddire,  joined  with  lovCyPfaL 
cxix.  5.  (2.)  An  habitual  inclination,  not  a  fudden  pang,  Pfak 
cxix.  20.     (3.)  An  aftivc  purpofe,  Acls  xxiv.  i<5» 

Six  trials  ofjincerily,  fucb  as  no  hypocriu  in  the  world  can  haw.  By 
Mr  Sydenham,  in  hiftreatife  of  hypocrify. 

Trial  I.  To  hate  (in  as  iiti,  to  hate  it  in  its  whole  nature,  in  its 
firft  motioDS,  not  becauie  it  troubles  the  con^ience,  or  brings  me 
to  hett,  or  renders  me  unfuitabk  to  my  defigns  and  reku^oos  in  the 
Vrorld;  but  as  it  is  fin. 

Trial  2.  No  hypocrite  can  defight  to  be  made  aflsamed  by  God 
in  its  duties,  to  be  made  purely  nothing  in  its  own  eyes,  and  the 
eyes  of  others.  This  a  fincere  foul  Qn  do ;  he  can  take  pkafure 
in  the  Lord's  humbling  of  him.  An  hypocrite  cannot  endure  to 
be  out/hone ;  the  principle  that  aAs  him  is  fcUf-k)ve:  but  a  (aint 
loves  to  be  laid  low  before  God. 
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*  Truj/j*  No  hypocrite  can  blefs  God,  and  love  him  from  hk 
hearty  when  God  Xmites  him  in  his  dearefl  enjoyments  or  nearcA 
lafls ;  ftrike  him  in  any  thing  that  the  eye  or  heart  of  him  is  upon} 
and  he  fecretly  hates  Cbrii^.-  Nowafainr,  in  fuchacafci  willclbg 
to  Chrif^  ;  he  cannot  but  love  him  for  all  that. 

Trial  4.  No  hypocrite  can  love  the  perfon  of  Cbrift,  nor  a  faint 
as  a  faint ;  he  only  loves  to  be  pardoned  by  him,  and  have  fome 
comfort  from  him ;  but  never  iind^  his  heart  to  work  in  love  to 
Chrift,  and  have  union  with  hiiQj  as  the  ground  of  all  his  comforts. 
And  fo,  for  a  faint,  loves  him  not  as  fuch,  but  as  fo  and  fo  tem- 
pered and  qualified . 

Trial  5.  No  hypocrite  can  go  on  iti  any  fpiritual  work  or  fervice 
for  Chrift  with  any  contentment,  without  feniible  comforts  or  out- 
ward rerpe£ts»  the  wind  of  men  fills  his  falls  ;  bur  a  faint  can  take 
pleafurein  the  pooreft  work  of  Chritl,  wherein  he  is  leaftfeen. 
.  Trio/  6.  No  hypocrite  in  the  world  cai^  long  to  be  like  Chrifty 
as  to  be  refpecled  by  Chriftj  he  cannot  love  the  holinefs  of  Chrift, 
as  the  good  things  he  gets  by  Chriih  but  a  fincere  heart,  if  he 
^ave  never  fo  much  cpmfort, .  yet  if  he  be  not  like  Chrif^^  is  not 
pleafed.  And  this  is  the  firft  direction,  try,  by  found  evidencei, 
finccrlty. 

«  Direff.  2.  Make  choice  of  the  fitted  feafons  for  this  great  work, 
and  fet  about  thb  when  you  find  your  hearts  in  the  mofl  quiet  and 
ferious  frame;  for  as  he  that  will  fee  his  face  in  a  glafs  mnft 
be  fixed,  and  not  in  motion ;  or  in  the  water,  muft  not  diilurb  or 
make  any  commotion  in  it  \  fo  is  it  in  this  cafe,  Pfal.  iv.  4.  «<  Qim- 
<<  mune  with  your  own  heart  upon  your  bed,  and  be  ftilh 

D'tre£l,  3.  Endeavour  to  cafi  out  and  watch  zgainA  Je//-lov€^  left 
thy  heart  being  prepoflefled  thereby,  thy  judgment  be  blinded,  and 
become  partial  in  pafling  fentence  upon  thy  eflate :  labour  to  bring 
tby  heart  to  be  willing  to  know  the  worft  of  itfelf ;  yea,  and  if 
thou  ha(l  all  this  while  been  deceived,  to  blefs  the  Lord,  that  now, 
at  lafl,  thy  mii^ake  is  difcovered,  and  to  be  willing  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation new  again.  This  you  mud  do,  for  he  that  will  pat  on 
the  perfon  of  a  judge,  mu(l  put  off  the  perfon  of  a  friend. 

Direfl,  4.  Labour  to  keep  upon  thy  heart  a  deep  and  lively 
fenfc  of  the  approaching  judgment,  throughout  this  work,  knowing 
what  a  potent  influence  this  hath  upon  the  confcience  to  make  it 
deliberate,  ferious,  and  faithful  in  its  work;  and  therefore  de- 
mand of  thine  own  confcience,  upon  the  refolutjon  of  each  quef- 
tion.  Whether  it  will  own  and  fland  to  that  it  now  fpeajcs  in 
the  great  day,  when  the  counsels  gf  all  hearts  (hall  be  made  ma- 
nlfeft. 

DireH.  ^  Go  to  the  Lord  by  prayer  when  thou  art  going  about 
this  work,  and  earneftly  beg  guidance  and  afliftancc  from  him 
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therein  :  it  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  to  fcal  and  aflurc  thee  5  and 
he  hath  promifed  him  to  that  purpofe  to  fiich  as  (eek  him,  Luke 
xi.  13.  Johnxiv.  26. 

DireB.  6.  Condemn  not  thyfelf  prefcntly  for  an  hypocrite,  up» 
on  the  difcoveries  of  thy  many  weakneiTes  and  imperfeAions  in 
obedience ;  thefe  fliould  humble,  but  not  difcourage  thee ;  it  is 
not  thine  inevitable  weaknefles,  thy  fenfible  dulnefs,  thy  lamented 
rovings,  thine  oppofcd  dilbraAions,  thy  miftaken  unbelief  (as  one 
well  notes)  that  argues  thee  chriftleis,  or  excludes  thee  from  the 
promifes,  Numb.  xv.  27,  28,  29,  30.  Heb.  v.  2.  Thefe  break 
not  the  bond  of  the  covensmt :  the  Lord  expe£b  no  angelical  per* 
fe£tlon  from  you  in  this  eftate,  but  looks  at  your  fincerity,  and 
knows,  as  a  father,  how  to  pity  yoyr  lamented  infirmities,  PiaL  ciiL 
II,  12,  13,  14. 

CONCLUSION. 

And  now  I  have  givdn  you  my  beft  advice  and  couniel,  to  pre- 
ferveyou  from  the  fnares  and  evils  that  are,  and  are  coming  upon 
the  worid  ;  what  ufe  you  will  make  of  it,  I  know  not.  I  doubt 
not  but  it  will  find  a  welcome  reception  among  humble  and  hun- 
gry fouls,  though  the  full  and  wanton  foul  defpife  it.  «  He  that 
«  hearkeneth  unto  counfel  (faith  Solomon)  is  wife,''  Prov.  xii.  i;. 
And  if  thy  heart  be  (hut  by  pride  or  intereft  againft  it,  it  is  an 
ominous  fign  to  thy  foul,  2  Chron.  xxv.  16.  and  prefages  mint 
Which  fad  event,  I  fliall  beg  the  Lord  in  mercy  to  avert. 

Tidings  from  ROME :  or,  England's  Alarm, 

EVERT  faithful  minifter  of  Chrift  fuftains  the  relation  of  a 
I  watchman  imto  the  nation  wherein  he  lives*,  as  well  as  of 
a  paftor  to  the  particular  flock  over  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  hath 
fct  him ;  and,  therefore,  not  only  ought  to  be  of  a  public  fpirit,  to 
obferve  the  firft  approaches  of  national  calamities ;  but  alfo  of  a 
couragious  and  faithful  fpirit,  to  give  warning  of  them.  Being 
thus  a  debtor  to  my  dear  native  country,  and  hearing  round  about 
me  the  noife  of  bloody  Papifts  rallying  together^  and  preparing 
themfelves  to  make  a  flaughtcr  5  and  finding  the  fears  and  jealou- 
fies  of  the  nation  (lately  awakened  by  the  flames  of  London,  and 
the  inftruments  of  cruelty  there  difcovercd)  beginning  to  abate, 
though  their  dangers  are  (lill  increafing  upon  chem  \  I  could  not 
but  prefent  to  the  public  view,  thcie  awakening  coniiderations  and 
counfels following}  if  haply,  thereby,  true  zeal  for  the  proteflant 
Vol.  IV,  4B 

*  Esck.  iii.  17,  A^xxym.  2I 
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intereft  might  be  provokedi  and  the  growing  defign  of  the  commmi 
cnenpy  detected  aod  retarded.  For  alas !  *  <<  How  can  I  endure 
«<  to  fee  tfie  evil  that  {hall  come  upon  my  people  and  kindred  V* 
A&  £fther  (aid  in  a  like  cafe  of  common  danger :  were  I  iiire  of 
.perfonal  fafety  in  fuch  a  day  of  (laughter and  defol^ion,  yet  hov 
terrible  a  thing  would  it  be  to  (land  upon  the  IhorC)  and  (ce  fo 
glorious  a  veiTel  as  Engbnd  is,  to  be  caft  away !  The  golden  can- 
dleftick  removed)  and  the  do^ines  of  devils  preached  and  piofe(s- 
ed  11^  tbofe  places  where  Jefus  Chrift  hath  been  (b  purely  and 
fweetly  wormippcdl 

.  O  £ngland  I  God  hath  fet  watchmen  f  upon  thy  walls,  who 
will  npt  hold  their  peace  day  nor  night :  and  though  men  have  en- 
deavenred  to  muzzle  and  gag  them,  yet»  like  Crceiiis's  dumb  foii» 
they  will  cry  out  when  they  fee  thee  in  danger. 

If  thou  enquire  of  thy  watchmen  in  this  night  of  thy  trouble}  as 
it  is  Ifa.  ni.  i  is  1 2»  <«  |  Watchmen,  what  of  the  night  ?**  they  all 
with  one  voice  return  thee  the  fame  anfwer»  «  The  morning  com* 
<<  ethi  and  alfo  the  night."  There  is  indeed  a  glorious  morning 
of  fahation  and  mercy,  which  will  (hortly  dawn  upon  thee,  Eng- 
land ;  but  before  that,  there  will  be  a  night  of  difmal  darknds  and 
diftrefs  upon  thy  children  $  :  *<  For  we  have  heard  a  voice  of  trem- 
f  f  bUng,  of  tear,  and  not  of  peace ;  we  fee  every  man  with  his 
«  hands  upon  his  loins,  as  a  woman  in  travail,  and  all  faces  are 
«  turned  into  palenefs :  alas  !  for  that  day  b  greatj  (b  t^at  none  is 
«  like  it  i  it  is  even  the  day  of  Jacob's  trouble  ;  but  he  (hall  be 
<<  delivered  out  of  it/!  They  fpeak  unto  thee  as  Elijah  (pake  to 
Ahab.ll  <<  Arife,  get  thee  up,  for  there  is  a  found  of  abundance 
<<  of  rain :"  and  there  came  a  fhower  iddeed :  and  that  there  is  a 
found  of  judgment  and  wrath  coming  upon  us  will  appear,  if  you 
have  any  regard  either,  Firfif  to  the  prediBians  of  friends  ;  or,  &- 
cofid/y^  to  the  preparations  of  enemies  ;  or,  Thirdiy,  to  the  pnfentjhie 
and  po/lure  of  things  among  ourfelves  at  this  day. 

I.  As  for  the  prediftions  of  friends,  you  have  had  many,  both 
ordinary  and  extraordinary. 

FirA,  Ordinary^  upon  the  obfervations  which  the  meflengers  of 
God  have  made  of  your  barrenne(s,  wantonnef^,  and  unchriftian 
divifionsy  under  the  fulleft  gofpel-light  dpd  liberty,  that  ever  were 
enjoyed  by  an  unthankRil  nation  ;  amongfl  which  I  canopt  omit 
what  a  grave  and  worthj  f  divine,  upon  the  ground^  fore^men- 

•  £fth.  Yiu.  6.  1 1^^  l^i*  ^• 

^  He  makes  the  watclunen  to  return  anfwer  to  the  trouUtd  or  defpoodiiy  citi- 
scnt)  ao^  to  increafe  their  grief.     Lvthtr, 

§  The  morniDjir  indeed  coxn^th,  but  at  the  fame  tmie  after  it  there  la  coniing  a 
night  of  thick  darknefs  and  terror.     Mmfcul,  m  the  fUu, 

g    X  Kings  xviii.  41. 

\  Gvmars  Chriitian  armour^  part  %,  page  43f . 
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timcdtfor  diners  years  pad,  gave  us  warning  of.  And  O  Uiat  we 
had  been  fo  wife  and  happy  to  have  improved  fuch  a  reafonable 
adfBonition  I  his  words  were  thefe  : 
«  Confidcr  where  you  are,  and  among  whom ;  are  you  not  in 
your  enemies  quarters  ?  If  you  fall  out>  what  do  you  but  kindle 
a  fire  for  them  to  warm  their  hands  by  ?  Aha  /  fo  would  v)€hav9 
kf  fay  they :  the  fea  of  their  rage  will  weaken  this  bank  faft 
enough*  you  need  not  cut  it  for  them«  The  unfeafonableneis 
of  the  ftrife  between  Abraham's  herdfmen  and  Lot's,  is  aggra- 
vated by  the  near  neighbourhood  of  the  heathens  to  them),  i^cn. 
xiiu  7*  ^'  And  there  was  a  ftrife  betwixt  them,  and  the  Canaanites 
and  Perizzites  dwelt  in  the  land.'  To  fall  out  when  thefe  idola* 
ters  look  on,  this  would  be  town-talk  prefently,  and  put  them- 
felves  and  their  religion  both  to  (hame*  And,  I  pray,  who  have 
been  in  our  land  all  the  while  the  people  of  God  have  been  fcuf- 
fling  ?  Thoie  that  havecuriouily  obferved  every  uncomely  beha- 
viour among  them,  and  told  all  the  world  of  it  ^  fuch  as  have 
.  wit  and  malice  enough  to  make  ufe  of  it  for  their  wicked  pur- 
pofes ;  they  Aand  on  tip-toe  to  be  at  work,  only  we  are  not  yet 
quite  laid  up  and  difabled  (by  the  forenefs  of  thofe  our  wounds 
which  we  have  given  ourfelves)  from  with-ftanding  their  fury  i 
they  hope  it  will  come  to  that,  and  then  they  will  cure  us  of  our 
own  wounds, by  giving  one  if  they  can,  that  (hall  go  deep  enough 
to  the  heart  of  jour  Iik,  gofpel,  and  all.  O  Chriftians  I  fhall  tie- 
rod  and  Pilate  put  you  to  (hame  ?  They  clapt  up  a  peace  to 
flrengthen  their  hands  againft  Chrift  j  and  will  not  you  unite 
againft  your  common  enemy  ?  It  is  an  ill  time  for  mariners  to 
be  fighting,  when  an  enemy  is  boring  a  hole  at  the  bottom  of  the 
{hip: 

How  often  have  you  been  told,  both  fi-om  tlie  pulpit  and  preff, 
what  the  fad  fruit  and  ifiue  of  thefe  things-  would  be  i  And  as 
God  hath  given  you  timely  warnings  of  this  enemy  by  your  faith- 
ful watchmen  in  an  ordinary  way,  fo  hath  he  voucbfafed  us  fome 
extraordinary  ones  too  1  amongft  which,  I  cannot  here  omit  a 
ftrange  and  remarkable  pafi!age,  which  for  divers  years  iince  fell 
from  the  pen  of  aa£ngli(h  prophet ;  and  becaufe  I  live  to  fee  one 
part  thereof  fadly  verified,  and  the  other  difpofing  itfelf  towards  its 
accomplifhment  (if  providence  ftep  not  out  of  its  ordinary  path  to 
prevent  it)  I  (ball  tranfcribe  fome  of  the  mod  remarkable  and  beaiw 
ijag  pailages  of  it  for  you ;  my  author  having  reproved  the  wanton^ 
^cfs  and  vanity  of  profrfibrs,  particularly  thofe  of  London,  breaks 
forth  into  this  threatening  and  terrible  predi£tion*. 

*  London  was  Troy  novant,  it  is  Troy  U  grands  it  will  be  Troy 

*  Mr  R«eve*f  God'i  pica  for  MtscTsh. 
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PexiinBy  p.  217.  I  fee  j&i  bringing  pick-axes  to  dig  down  your 
own  walls,  and  fpringing  mines  to  blow  up  your  own  houfesi 
and  kindle  fparks  that  will  fet  all  in  a  flame,  p.  2151  they 
which  were  rich  owners  muft  then  wander  abroad  for  relief,  and 
be  glad  to  beg  gratuities,  or  be  glad  to  kifi  the  feet  of  the  adver- 
fary  for  an  alms,  ou^of  his  own  fulnefs  ;  and  happy  were  I  tf  I 
could  here  make  an  end,  and  the  laft  pofl  were  arrived.  Bat 
after  all  other  extremities,  confcience  at  laft  comes  to  her  pa- 
niflhment,  this  muft  be  made  a  captive ;  men  are  not  only  kick- 
ed out  of  their  houfes,  but  out  of  their  temples :  their  goods  are 
not  only  enforced  from  them  ;  but  they  are  deprived  of  the  pearly 
their  liberties  are  not  only  loft,  but  the  freedom  of  the  ordi- 
nances, pure  doArine,  worfhip  and  &ith  are  in  bondage,  and  the 
foul  enthralled.  Men  that  will  not  permute  a  God,  and  fufier 
their  faith  to  be  new  ftamped,  muft  either  run  or  die  far  it : 
your  ]ooking*g1afs  will  be  fnatched  away,  your  bright  diamond 
(hivered  in  pieces }  this  goodly  city  of  yours  all  in  fheards  $  ye 
may  feek  for  a  threfhold  of  your  ancient  dwellings,  for  a  pillar 
of  your^leafant  habitations,  and  not  find  them  \  nothing  left 
but  naked  ftreets,  or  naked  fields  for  fhelter,  &c..  But  this  isbiit 
the  mifery  of  ftone-work,  of  arches,  dormans,  and  roofe ;  but 
what  will  you  fay  when  it  comes  to  fkin-work,  arms,  necks,  and 
bowels?  Ye  which  have  walked  the  fh'eets  in  ftate,  may  then 
run  the  ftreets  in  diftrafUon,  with  one  leg,  or  half  an  arm  \  ye 
may  beg  the  prefcrvation  of  the  reft  of  your  members  :  what  in- 
ventions will  ye  then  be  put  to,  to  fave  your  lives  i  Tour  tears 
will  not  refcue,  nor  your  gold  redeern  you  \  but  your  veins  muft 
weep,  as  well  as  your  eyes  ;  and  your  fides  be  watered  as  well  as 
your  cheeks  \  when  they  allow  you  no  ihowers  of  rain,  but 
ihowers  of  blood  to  wafh  your  ftreets  \  when  you  ftiail  fee  no 
man  in  your  corporation,  but  the  mangled  citizen ;  and  hear 
no  noife  ih  the  ftreets,  but  the  cries  and  (hrieks,  yells  and  pants 
of  gafping,  dying  men  :  when  ye  (hall  fee  your  kindred  flain  in 
one  place,  your  wives  in  another,  your  children  in  a  third,  and 
yourfelves  at  laft  (it  may  be)  cut  in  two,  to  increaie  the  number 
of  the  dead  carcaies. 

*  As  populous  as  ye  are,  ye  ihall  then  be  numbered  to  the 
fword  $  as  puiftant  as  ye  are,  the  valiant  (hall  be  fwept  away; 
as  finc^fed  as  ye  are,  ye  (hall  be  fed  with  your  own  flefh,  and 
made  drunk  with  your  own  bloods  your  politicians  can  no  longer 
help  you,  but  have  their  fubtle  brains  dafhed  in  pieces  witl\ 
yours.  Your  le£hirers  can  no  longer  fave  you,  but  you  muft 
meet  together  at  the  congregation  near  thejbamhks;  when  this 
great  city  (hall  be  but  a  great  chopping-board  to  quarter  out  the 
limbs  of  finnersy  or  the  great  aitar>  whereon  a  whole  city  is  to  be 
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<  facrlficcfl.   O  doleful' day  !  when  your  breafts  (hall  try  the  pcwstt 

*  of  fpearsy  your  iidies  the  keennefs  of  fwordsj  your  heads  the 

*  weight  of  poU-axesy  your  bodies  made  foot-AooIs,  and  your  dead 
'  carcafes  ftepping-ftones  for  truculent  foes  to  tread  and  trample 
'  on;  when  there  will  be  no  pity  upon  theaged»  norcompaffion 
^  upon  the  youngs  but  heaps  upon  heaps  ^  tumbling  of  girmenu 

*  in  blood,  and  fwords  made  fat  with  flaughter.     Oh  1  fee  whtt 

<  a  crimfon  city,  crimfon  fins  will  make  I 

<  Or  if  you  do  efcape  the  dint  of  the  fword,  and  your  lives  be 

<  given  you  for  a  prey ;  (hall  not  your  goods  be  made  a  prey  i 

<  Yes,  fome  may  be  referved  out  of  the  greateft  maifacre;  whea 
'  men  are  weaxy  with  killing,  a  retreat  may  be  founded,  and  meo 
^  called  off  firom  the  {laughter;  yet  can  ye  then  challenge  yoor 

*  own  houfes,  or  bring  your  keys  to  ydur  old  chefts  ?  No;  your 
*'  title  is  gone,  your  intereft  loft,  ye  have  traded  yourfelves  out 
'  of  your  eftates,  or  finned  yourfelves  out  of  your  properties:  the 

<  enemy  is  now  houfe-keeper,  landholder ;  ye  have  forfeited  all 

*  to  the  fword;    farewel  inheritances,  purchafes,  leafes,  wares» 

*  wardrobe,  furniture,  jewels.     As  you  have  gotten  lliefe  goods 

*  unjuftly,  fo  they  ihall  be  taken  away  unjuftly ;  and  if  they  be 

*  not  flain  in  the  heap,  yet  they  do  but  live  to  fee  their  own 
«  mifery :  their  iim  have  made  them  bankrupts,  they  are  undoneg 

*  ruined. 

'  And  oh!  if  the  lofs  of  money  were  the  greateft  mifchief;  but 

*  there  is  a  treafure  of  greater  value  in  danger  ;  there  is  not  an  ab- 

*  folute  conqueft  made,  till  the  inner  man  be  in  fetters,  thou  muf); 

*  be  a  fiave  in  principles.  Oh  !  it  is  an  hard  thing  at  that  time 
'  to  be  a  jew  inwardly,  to  keep  the  girdle  of  truth  about  thy  loins; 

<  thou  muft  then  bear  the  fruit  of  the  degenerate  plant,  or  ftrangc 
■  vine ;  pour  out  the  drink-offerings  of  other  facrifices,  follow  the 
«  .forcery  of  the  miftrefs  of  witchcrafts,  or  learn  magic  with  them 

<  that  are  brought  up  in  the  dodlrine  of  devils ;  thou  muft  limp 
K  with  the  baiting  age;  fit  thy  mouth  to  anfwcr  the  general  fhout, 

*  That  great  u  Diana  of  the  Ephefians  ;  thou  muft  taunt  thy  own 

<  father,  /pit  in  the  face  of  thine  own  mother,  and  hifs  away  all 
«  thy  true  brethren  ;  thou  muft  be  divorced  from  thy  own  faith^ 

*  though  never  fo  chafte ;  and  deny  Sarah  to  be  thy  wife,  though 

*  thy  dpoufals  with  her  were  never  fo  folemn.     There  will  be  no 

<  fafety  for  incontaminate  faith ;  thou  wilt  be  either  a  Nicode- 
«  mus  to  come  to  Chrift  by  night;  or  if  with  Daniel  thou  open  thy 
«  windows  towards  Jerufalem,  thou  wilt  be  caft  into  the  den  of 
^  lions/    Thus  far  he. 

An  inundation  of  popery  was  alfo  predi£led  by  the  learned  bi« 
(hop  *  of  Armagh,  immediately  before  his  death,  as  is  well  known 

•  Dr  iJihcr. 
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to  manj.  And  where  is  the  heart  that  hath  anj  fpiritual  fcnfi:  or 
tendernefs  in  it,  that  trembles  not  in  a  fearful  expedbtioD  of  tbefe 
things  ?  «  Siirelj,  the  Lord  will  do  nothing,  bat  he  revealeth 
^*  *his  fecrets  to  his  fervancs  the  prophets/'  Aoios  iii.  7.  This  is 
one  ground  of  fear. 

2.  And  your  fears  tannot  chufe  but  increafe,  when  yoa  conii* 
der  the  preparation  and  progrefs  thefe  enemies  have  already  made. 
Have  they  been  fleeping,  think  you,  all  thb  while  ?  No ;  they 
have  digged  as  deep  as  hell  in  their  counfels,  their  numbers  among 
us  are  already  formidable,  their  combinations  ftrong,  their  confi- 
dences high,  and  tlieir  foreign  afQftants  ready,  ^s  the  keepers  9J 
afield^  Jo  are  our  enemies  round  about  us :  the  Syrians  before^  and  the 
PhiUflines  behind^  to  devour  England  ninth  open  mouth,  ( Jer.  iv.  1 7. 
Ifa.  ix.  12.)  Two  confiderable  advantages  they  have  already  ob- 
tained :  Fir/i^  The  removal  of  fo  many  able  and  godly  minifters 
out  of  the  way.  This  is  done  to  their  hands  by  a  fad  providence. 
It  is  an  old  and  true  obfervation,  that  whofoever  will  attempt  the 
overthrow  of  religion,  muft  begin  with  the  miniftry  firft.  <  Ihefe 
•  are  fet  for  the  defence  of  the  gofpel.'  It  was  the  cotmfel  that 
Adam  Contzen,  a  deep-pated  Ahithophel  of  theirs,  long  fince  gave 
in  this  cafe;  Supprcfs  (faith  he)  the  minifters;  (Et  error  cuipa^ 
trociniam  deerit/jine  pugna  concedet ;)  and  then  the  error  that  hath 
none  to  patronize  it,  will  fall  of  itfeLf :  fo  he  calls  the  precious  tmth 
of  Jefus  Chrift ;  I  dare  not  affirm  that  this  was  intentionally  done 
to  open  a  door  of  opportunity  to  them ;  but  that  eventually  H  is 
like  to  prove  fo;  who  that  exercifes  reafon  fees  not?  when  fo  many 
pious  minifters  went  o£Fthe  ftage,  it  was  apparent  enough  what 
an  opportunity  thefe  men  had  to  afcend  it,  and  aft  their  part. 

2.  Sicondlyy  The  deilru^Hon  of  our  famous  city,  the  ftrcngth 
and  glory  of  the  nation,  which  they  have  laid  in  the  duft ;  a  def^, 
no  doubt,  contrived  in  the  popi/h  conclave  ;  they  well  enough  knew 
how  able  Ix>ndon  was  to  give  a  check  to  their  defigns. 

My  he-art  bleed cth  for  thee,  London,  to  fee  thee  made  <^  of  a 
*'  city  an  heap,  of  a  defenced  city  a  ruin;  a  palace  of  ftrangers  to 
"  be  no  city."  And  if  they  can  have  their  will,  that  which  fol- 
lows in  the  text  fhould  be  added  ;  "  It  ftiall  never  be  built."  If 
parliaments  will  hearken  to^them,  tliey  will  perfuade,  like  Rehum 
and  Shimfliai,  Ezraiv.  15.  that  it  may  ftill  lie  in  its  a(hes»  and 
upon  the  fame  preteniions,  **  Let  fearch  be  made  (fay  they)  in  the 
^  book  of  records  of  thy  fathers,  fo  (halt  thou  find  in  the  book  of 
**  records,  and  know,  that  this  city  is  a  rebellious  city»  and  hurt- 
*^  ful  unto  kings  and  provinces,  and  that  they  have  moved  fedi- 
**  tion  within  the  fame  of  old  time,  for  which  caufe  it  was  de- 
'•  ftroyed."  But  I  truft,  the  Lord  will  make  our  nilers  wife,  to 
difeover  their  bloody  intentions,  how  fpeciouily  foever  palliated 
with  pretences  of  loyalty  and  fidelity. 
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Snt  mean  while  London  is  ruined  !  that  goodly  mountain  laid 
wafte !  the  moft  glorious  city^  in  all  refpefb,  that  ever  the  {vifL 
looked  upon^  now  a  defolate  wildemefs.  O  London!  who  can 
fufficiently  bewail  thy  mifery !  For  mine  own  part,  as  the  orator 
folemnizing  a  fad  funeral,  defired  to  have  learned  mortality  from 
another  fubjeA,  rather  than  that  of  Scaliger^  fo  (might  it  have 
pleaied  the  Lord)  I  (hould  have  been  glad  to  have  learned  the 
vanity  of  all  earthly  glory  from  another  example  than  .that  of 
London. 

**  How  doth  the  city  fit  foiitary,  that  was  full  of  people  I  She 
**  that  was  great  among  the  nations,  and  princefs  among  the  pro- 
'*  vinces,"  Lanu  i«  i.  Lam.  ii.  15.  O  London  !  thou  fealedft  up 
the  fum,  and  waft  perfed  in  beauty :  **  Thou  waft  perfect  in  thy 
*<  way,  from  the  day  thou  waft  created,  until  iniquity,  was  found 
**  in  thee,"  Ezek.  xxviii.  15.  •'Thy  renown  went  forth  among 
••the  heathen  for  thy  beauty,  for  it  was  perfect  through  the 
••  comelinefs  thy  God  had  put  upon  thee,"  Ezek.  xvi.  14.  ^^  But 
••  thy  heart  was  lifted  up  becaufe  of  thy  beauty,  thou  didft  comipl 
•*  thy  wifdom  by  reafon  of  thy  brightneis,"  Ezek.  xxviiL  l^. 
••  Therefore  the  'Iiord  hath  caft  thee  to  the  ground,  and  brought 
forth  a  fire  from  the  midft  of  thee,  which  bath  brought 
••  thee  to  alhes,"  Ezek.  xxviii.  i8«  London  c<hatb  grievoufly 
••  finned,  therefore  is  (he  removed ;"  Lam.  i.  8.  AH  that  knew 
thee  aniong  the  people,  are  aftoniOied  at  thee,  thou  art  a  terrov 
to. them.  London  may  now  fit  down  by  her  fifter.  Jerufalem  in 
the  duft,  and  fay,  •*  Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all  ye  that  pafs  by  ?  fee 
•'  and  behokl,  was  there  ever  any  iorrow  like  unto  my  forrowp 
•'  which  is  done  unto  me>  wherewith  the  Lord  hath  affli^d  me 
•'  in  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger;"  Lam.  i.  12.  ••They  have 
••  heard  that  I  figh,  there  is  none  to  comfort  me :  All  mine 
••  enemies  have  heard  ot  my  trouble,  they  are  glad  that  thou  hail 
••  done  it :  thou  wilt  bring  the  day  that  thou  haft  called,  and 
•'  they  fhall  be  like  unto  me,"  Lam.  i.  21.  ••  Let  all  their 
«•  wickednefs  come  before  thee,  and  do  unto  them,  as  thou  haft 
•«  done  unto  me,"  ver.  22.  ♦*  Mine  enemies  have  devoured  me, 
••  they  have  crufhed  me,  and  made  me  an  empty  veffel ;  they  have 
••  fwallowed  me  up  like  a  dragon,"  Jcr.  li.  34.,  *'  The  violence 
«•  done  unto  me  and  to  my  fle(h,  be  upon  Babylon,  (hall  the 
<•  inhabitants  of  London  fay,"  ver.  35.  *'  Remember,  O  Lord, 
••  the  inhabitants  of  Babylon,  in  the  day  of  London,  who  faid, 
•«  Rafe  it,  rafe  it,  evento  the  foundations,"  Pfalmcxxxvii.  7.  ver. 
8<  /•  O  daughter  of  Babylon,  who  art  to  be  deftroycd,  happy  (hall 
•<  he  be  that  rewardeth  thee,  as  thou  haft  ferved  us." 

Let  no  man  think  that  I  endeavour  to  obfcure  the  righteous 
hand  of  God,  which  is  to  be  owned  and  trembled  at  in  fuch  a 
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jttdgmeot.  .Though  London  muft  acknowledge  his  juftice  in  all 
that  is  come  upon  her»  yet  the  wickednefs  of  inflruments  is  not  ia 
the  leaft  to  be  excaied  thereby.  God  and  man  may  concur  in  the 
fame  action,  and  yet  neither  his  holinefs  have  any  fellowlhip  ¥nth 
their  wickednefii  nor  their  injuflice  be  excufed  by  his  righteoufnefs  ; 
Jdim  quod  duo  faciunt  Jion  eft  idem  ,•  *'  his  work  is  pcrfeft,  for  all  his 
*^  ways  are  judgment ;  a  God  of  truth,  and  without  iniquity  $  juft 
••  and  right  is  he,  they  have  corrupted  thcmfclves/'  Deut.  xzxii. 
4^  5.  Wilt  thou  not  confeis,  London,  that  thy  fins  were  the 
iparks  that  kindled  thy  flames  ?  Doubtleis  thou  wilt ;  fuch  was 
thy  pride,  epicurifm,  formality,  and  barrennefs  under  fuch  preci- 
ous waterings  as  thou  once  enjoyedft,  above  all  the  cities  in  the 
world,  that  thou  mayeft  fay.  It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercy  thine  in- 
habitants had  not  all  periflied  with  their  habitations  \  and  that  God 
had  not  made  thee  like  Sodom ;  for  what  couldft  thou  expeA  when 
thy  Lots  were  going,  but  that  devouring  flames  were  coming  ? 

But  to  return  from  this  fad  (though  neceSary)  digreflion ;  here- 
by it  is  manifeft,  the  common  enemy  hath  obtained  a  Angular  and 
long  expelled  advantage  to  their  defign  }  often  have  they  in  vain 
attempted  it  \  but  now  God  hath  delivered  it  into  their  hands : 
Well^might  they  rejoice  (as  they  did)  to  fee  its  flames  aicend,  and 
drink  healths  to  its  a(hes.  For  upon  divers  politic  confideritions 
it  might  eafily  be  demonftrated,  that  their  caufe  and  intereft  is 
revived  and  warmed  by  that  fire. 

3.  Lqft!y%  It  cannot  but  much  more  heighten  our  fears,  if  we 
confider  the  fad  pofture  we  are  in  at  this  day  of  our  imminent 
danger.  Three  or  four  fad  particulars  I  (hall  here  fuggeft,  and  let 
none  think  it  to  be  a  laying  open  of  our  nakednefs  and  weakneis 
to  the  enemies,  for  I  (hall  tell  them  no  news,  in  telling  you  that. 

I.  They  are  much  encouraged,  in  that  ceremonies  of  their  re- 
ligion find  fuch  acceptation  among  us.  It  was  long  fince  ob&rved, 
that  as  the  morning  ufliers  in  the  day,  (b  the  ceremonies  of  any  re- 
ligion fer\'e  to  bring  in  the  religion  itfelf.  If  we  are  heartily  re- 
folved  again  (I  popery,  what  do  we  with  their  garments,  geftores, 
altars,  croifes,  liturgies,  and  ofiicers  among  us  t  Upon  this  reafbn 
the  divines  of  Hamburg*  withAood  the  ceremonies  of  the  Interim} 
of  which  they  gave  this  account  to  MelanAhon.  *  Thefe  indiflferent 
«  things  (fay  they)  are  nothing  elfe  but  the  feeds  of  corruption,  the 

<  nerves  of  papifiical  fuperAition,  and  the  little  paflages  by  which 
«  the  adverfaries  endeavour  to  creep  into  our  churches,  that  they 
«  may  turn  them  oflT  the  foundation.'  To  the  fame  purpofe  the 
*  divines  of  Saxony  fpeakf ,   *  Satan  (fay  they)  fifom  thofe  finall 

<  beginnings  of  thj?  ceremonies,  makes  progrefs  to  the  comiptioa 

*  Sp.  ad  Mil.  t  C^f^^'  ^^^^9  ^M  ^^ 

« 
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<«  of  doftrinc  itfclf/  If  any  fay,  thefe  arc  but  groundlels  furmifcs, 
a  fighting  with  their  own  fliadows ;  the  Papifts  themfdves  are 
more  charit^iblc  thai;i  fuch  objectors ;  and  cannot  but  know,  that 
although  we  ufe  thefe  ceremonies,  yet  not  in  the  fame  fenfe  that 
they  do.     Pray  hear  what  a  Jefuit  hath  obferved  concerning  it. 

*  Protcftantifm  (faith  Mr  Chillingworth  in  his  preface,  Seft.  20.) 

•  waxeth  weary  of  itfelf,  the  profeiTors  of  it,  they  efpecially  of 

<  greatcft  worth,  learning,  and  authority,  love  temper  and  mode^ 

<  ration ;  and  are  at  this  time  more  unrefolved  where  to  faften, 
(  than  at  the  infancy  of  their  church.     Their  churches  begin  to 

<  look  with  a  new  face,  their  walls  to  fpeak  a  new  language,  their 

<  doftrines  to  be  altered  in  many  things/  If  it  be  again  objected, 
this  is  but  the  groundlefs  conftru^lon  of  a  peevifli  advcrfary  :  To 
conclude  the  controverfy  \  hear  what  a  prelate  of  our  own  fays  in 
the  cafe,  they  are  the  words  of  the  learned  *  Primate  of  Ireland* 

<  The  kings  and  queens  of  England  (faith  he)  impofed  thofe  cere- 
«  monies,  that  thereby  they  might  decline  the  charge  of  Schifm»- 

<  tics,  wherewith  the  church  of  Rome  laboured  to  brand  themf 
«  feeing  it  did  appear  hereby,  they  only  left  themvin  fuch  doArinal 
«  points  wherein  they  left  the  truth.     Again,  hereby  they  would 

<  teftify,  how  far  they  would  ftoop  to  win  and   gain  them,  by 

<  yielding  as  far  as  they  might  in  their  own  way  :   But  (faith  he) 

<  the  experience  of  many  years  hath  fhewed,  that  this  condefcen* 

<  don  hath  rather  hardened  them  in  their  errors,  than  brought 

<  them  to  a  liking  of  our  religion ;  this  being  their  ufual  faying, 
«  If  our  flefli  be  not  good,  why  do  you  drink  of  our  broth  V 

And  have  we  not  grounds  for  our  fears,  think  you  now  ?  If  we , 
are  blamed  for  our  jealoufies,  we  mud  blame  them  that  give  caufe 
for  them.  Would  bifhops  caft  out  thofe  popilh  ceremonies,  our 
fears  of  popery  would  by  fo  much  be  abated  \  but  thofe  that  nurfe 
up  thefe  Romifh  brats,  we  cannot  but  fufpedt  to  have  too  much 
love  for  that  harlot  that  begot  them. 

2.  We  are  at  this  day  perfecuting  and  fupprefling  the  faithful 
in  the  land,  even  thofe  that  flaild  in  tlie  gap  toancercede  for  it ; 
and  are  the  mod  condderable  psrfons,  both  for  pans  and  piety,  to 
oppofe  the  defigns  of  this  enemy.  How  are  we  hacking  at  the 
bough  we  (land  upon  \  and  pulling  down  our  walls,  whiift  the 
enemy  lies  round  about  them  ?  Is  this  a  time  to  dop  the  mouths 
of  fo  many  able  and  faithful  miniders  ?  .To  drive  tiicm  into  cor- 
ners, and  not  only  fo,  but  to  pull  out  of  choie  coriiers  too  \  and 
thrud  them  out  of  the  breach,  where  they  dan  J  with  prayers  and 
tears,  which  are  their  only  weapons,  and  the  nation's  bed  defence 

Vol.  IV.  4  C 

*  Do^.  Ufher,  of  the  Ccremon.  page  209. 
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againft  the  €4>inmon  enemy  ?  Would  any  pbyfician  that  regards 
the  life,  of  bis  patient,  having  to  do  with  a  weak,  confumptiveper- 
fon,  that  hath  but  little  blood »  and  few  fpirits  left,  open  a  vcin^ 
and  kt  out  a  drop  thereof  ?  It  may  be  yon  look  not  upon  them  fb, 
butratherasthedifeafeof  England^thanthegood  bloodthereof  But 
God  judges  otherwile  concerning  them:  «  The  innocent  prefenc 
**  the  ifland,  and  is  delivered  by  the  purenefs  of  Ks  hands,"  Job 
3UU1.  ult.  You  think  if  you  were  once  rid  of  thefe,  you  (hoold 
quickly  he  a  profperous  nation :  But  verily,  ««  Except  the  Lord 
«  of  hoftsliad  left  unto  us  a  very  fmall  remnant,  we  {hould  have 
«*  been  as  Sodom,  we  (hould  have  been  like  unto  Gomorrah,' 
Ifa,  i.  9. 

.  Ah !  How  little  do  our  bold  informers  think  whofe  work  they 
are  doing  !  Little  do  conftables  think  they  dre  bre^ng  down  the 
wails  and  gates  of  the  nation  \  when  breakrng  up  the  peaceable 
meetings  of  God's  people.  Poor  men^  did  you  but  fee  bow  the 
Papifis  laugh  among  themfelves,  to  fee  their  work  fo  indoAriodly 
performed  by  your  hands^  it  would  furely  cool  your  counf  e,  and 
check  your  irregular  zeal :  Alas  \  they*  are  not  fb  much  afrakl  of 
ypurfwords  as-of  thefe  men's  prayers.  Thatt  popifh  queen  of  Scot- 
land fpake  oOt,  and  profcflcd,  (he  dreaded  more  the  prayers  of 
Mr  Ejiox  (a  godly  Nonconfonnift)  than  an  army  of  ten  thoa&od 
xnen.  And  will  you  fo  officioufly  i^r^e  them,  by  difarming  fo  ma- 
ny ten  thousands  of  your  friends  of  their  beft  weapons?  O  ungrate- 
ful England  !  Doft  thou  thus  requite  the  faints  for  all  the  good 
they  have  been  inftruments  to  procure  unto  thee?  Wilt  thou 
make  them  enter  an  appeal  in  heaven  againft  thee,  in  the  words  of 
the  prophet,  Jcr.  xviii.  20.  <*  Shall  evil  be  recompenfed  for  good  i 
«  For  dicr  have  digged  a  pit  for  ofur  fouls;  remember,  O  Lord, 
^<  how  we'  ftood  before  thee  to  (peak  good  for  them,  and  to  turn 
*«  away  thy  wrath  from  them." 

3.  Are  not  the  profefling  part  of  the  nation  at  this  day  cHvided, 
both  in  their  judgments  and  afte£tions  ?  And  what  a'finguiar  ad- 
vantage the  enemy  hath  thereby,  is  obvious  to  every  confidcring 
perfcm  :  we  have  been  often  told,  that  except  the  fpirit  of  ikvdid 
ipeedily  clofe  up  thofe  unchriftian  breaches,  the  common  adverfary 
would  enter  in  at  them.  It  was  a  worthy  fpeedh  of  Brentius, 
when  the  divines  of  Germany  were  fcuffling  one  with  anotherin  the 
midft  of  the  popi(h  party,  'Toikndo  fnerito,  &c.    Let  all  qosurd- 

<  ling  and  bittemefs  be  laid  aiide,  and  let  us  fubjeA  our  judgments 

*  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift :    Our  adverfaries  yet  live,  and  arc 
(  daily  more  bold  ;  night  and  day  they  labour  jto  cttingnifh  the 

*  light  of  the  gofpel  which  is  rifen  among  us,  and  to  bring  bide 
'  the  ancient  darknefs  $  mean  while,  we,  who  in  the  begmnngi 

<  by  the  grace  of  God  profelled  the  gofpel  unanimoufly,  turn  our 
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*  weapons  one  againft  another,  and  exhibit  a  grateful  fpeibuJe  to 
'  our  enemies ;  who  place  more  truft  and  confidence  in  our  con- 
<  tentions>  than  in  the  vain  foundation  of  their  own  caufe  \  and  all 

*  their  own  art  and  power/ 

I  have  a  long  time  looked  upon  our  contentions  as  upon  a  blaz- 
ing comet,  portending  utter  defolationi  if  the  Lord  heal  them  not 
fpeedily.  Think  upon  this  70U  that  fear  the  Lord,  and  trenible  at 
his  judgments :  How  have  we  beaten  our  fellow-fervants  i  Uo- 
fainted  thofe  that  jumpt  not  with  us  in  our  opinions  ?  That  faint 
was  too  high,  and  that  too  lowj  but  here  b  an  enemy,  that  like 
Protrudes  the  tyrant,  will  cut  you  all  of  a  length :  If  you  were  tea 
thoufand  more  than  you  are,  you  were  no  match  for  them,  as 
long  as  you  lie  in  this  pofture.  How  eafily  did  Gideon,  with  his 
little  hapdful,  vanquilh  the  huge  hoft  of  the  Midianites  \  when 
every  man  fet  his  fword  to  the  bread  0/  his  fellow,  and  inftead  of 
oppoiing  him,  flew  eveiy  man  his  brother?  Judges  vti.  22.  I 
make  no  queftion  but  the  Papifts  have  blown  up  thefe  fparks  of 
diflention  among  us,  to  warm  their  own  fingers  by  our  flames  \ 
they  have  animated  and  fomented  that  fpirit  of  bittemefs  and. 
wrath  among  us ;  as  one  that  hath  fet  two  cocks  a  fighting,  that 
having  killed  each  other,  he  may  fup  upon  them  both  at  night. 
This  was  the  fad  pofture  of  Jerufalem,  when  the  enemy  entered 
her  gates.  O  England  i  England !  thy  deftru^on  is  of  thyfelf. 
«<  If  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  be  not  turned  to  the  children,  and 
<<  the  hearts  of  the  children  to  the  fathers,  what  can  we  expe£k» 
"  but  that  God  fhould  come  and  fmite  the  earth  with  a  curfe  V* 
Mai.  iv.  ult.  «  Lord  heal  the  breaches  of  England,  for  it 
«  fhaketh,"  PlaL  h.  2. 

4.  Fourthly  and  laflly,  That  which  much  appals  and  daunts  my 
fpirit  is,  they  find  us  as  deeply  guilty  of  the  abufe  of  the  beft 
mercies,  as  ever  any  nation  was.  So  that  I  am  afraid  thb  enemy 
will  prove  the  Jlageflum  Deif  thefcourge  of  God,  (as  Totilas  of  old, 
from  his  cruel  perfecution  of  the  Chrldians,  was  called)  to 
avenge  our  unthankfulncis  for  thofe  choice  favours,  which  heaven 
hath  fliowered  down  upon  thb  ungratefiil  nation.  Saint  Jerom 
ipeaking  of  the  church's  enemies,  <^  By  our  fins  (faith  he)  our 
<  enemies  are  made  ftrong :'  And  hiftory  tells  us,  that  when  Vei^ 
pafian  had  conquered  Jerufalem,  he  refiifed  to  have  the  crown  fet 
upon  his  head,  faying,  /  imte^d  am  tie  rod  in  the  hand  of  Gad$  but 
it  is  their  fins  only  that  havefubdued  them.  Upon  what  nation  under 
heaven  hath  God  more  richly  heaped  hb  blefliings,  than  upon 
England  ?  And  what  people  have  more  wantonly  abufed  them  ? 
or  more  contemptuoufly  fpurned  at  the  tender  mercies  of  him  that 
conferred  them  ?  What  bieffing  b  it  which  deferves  to  be  ftiled 
snatchlefs>  tranlcendcnti  glorious^  that  England  hath  not  enjoyed? 
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If  peace  be  it,  wc  have  had  it  j  if  plenty,  wc  have  had  it ;  if  the 
light  of  the'bleiTed  gofpel  (hining  id  its  meridian  fplendor  belt, 
v?e  have  had  it :  <<  But  Jefliurun  waxed  fat,  and  kicked  :**  0 
dreadful  fore-runner  of  national  ruin  !  What  was  it  that  ga\e  the 
Saracens  footing  in  the  eaflern  empire,  but  the  wantonnefs  of  thofe 
churches,  abufing  the  light  which  they  enjoyed  ?  How  impatient- 
ly did  the  people  of  God  in  former  times  thirft  for  liberty  to  wor- 
ihip  God  purely  !  and  when  they  had  obtained  it,  what  was  the 
ufe  they  made  of  it  ?  Horrt/co  referens^  I  tremble  in  fpeaking  it ; 
did  we  not  play  with  our  light,  fight  with  our  brethren  by  it,  till 
God  bio  wed  out  the  candle  ?  And  fo  {I  wi(h  I  could  fay)  ended 
the  quarrel. 

We  may  fay  of  our  liberty,  as  the  philofopher  ipeaks  of  waters, 
Buis  terminis  difficile  continentur^  They  are  difficultly  kept  within 
their  bounds  \  why,  brethren,  did  you  think  that  God  would  fuf- 
f er  fuch  precious  mercies  to  run  at  the  wafte-fpout  much  longer  ? 
did  you  think  he  was  weary  of  his  mercies,  to  continue  them  to 
fuch  as  little  regarded  them  ?  Or,  that  it  was  not  as  grievous  to 
the  bieiTed  God,  that  his  children  ihould  fmite  one  another,  as  to 
fee  the  enemy  fmiting  them  ?  No  darknefs  is  more  formidable  than 
that  of  an  eclipfe,  which  aiTaults  the  very  veiTels  of  light ;  no  tafte 
more  unfavoury  than  thatof  fweet  things  when  corrupted  9  and  no 
fin  more  hideous  than  that  which  darkens  the  brightnefs  of  God's 
love,  and  corrupts  the  fweetnefs  of  his  mercy.     O  England  !  thou 
had  abufed  a  darling  attribute  of  God,  thou  had  finned  agati.il 
the  mod  deeply  engraven  principle,  and  law  of  nature  :  The  very 
irrational  creatures,  yea,  the  heavitil  and  dulled  among  them,  the 
ox  and  afs  are  not  fo  deficient  in  gratitude  to  their  owners  as  thou 
had  been  to  thy  God,  Ifa.  i-  3.  jufily  therefore  may  he  upbraid 
thee,  and  fay    "  Be  adonifccd,  O  ye  heavens  at  this,  and  be  yc 
**  horribly  afraid,"  isfc.  Sictie  rcpatdis  /*  Is  this  thy  kindncfs  to  the 
Got!  of  thy  mercifs  ?  Marvel  not  then  if  God  pluck  up  the  hedge 
of  his  protection  from  about  thee,  and  let  in  cruel  foes  upon  thee 
to  chadife  thee  for  thine   ingratitude ;  and  though  he  will  net 
make  a  full  end  of  thee,  yet  may  he  fay  concerning  thee,  as  of  ll- 
rael,  2  Chron.  xii.  7,  8.   '«  I  will  not  utterly  dedroy  them,  but 
<*  will  grant  them  ibme  deliverance,  and  my  wrath  (hall  not  be 
•*  poured  out  ujwn  Jerufalem  by  the  hand  of  Shifback  ;  never- 
"  thelefs  they  fliali  be  his  fervants,  that  they  may  know  my  fcr- 
*<  vice,  and  the  fcrvice  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  countries."    The 
Lord,  I  trud,  will  not  utterly  forfake  his  dwelling-place  in  Eng- 
land ;  but  verily  I  fear  he  may  permit  Antichrid  for  a  time  to  ^i- 
fli€l  us,  that  wc  may  icnow  the  difference  between  the  fweet  and 
cafy  yoke  of  Chrid,  which  we  would. not  endure,  and  the  yoke  of 
Antichrid  that  ihall  gall  our  necks  and  confciences  with  auel  fcr- 
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▼itudc :  and  "  bccaufc  we  fcrvcd  not  the  Lord  our  God  with  Joy- 
«<  fiilnefs  and  gladnefa  of  heart,  for  the  abundance  of  all  things. 
<<  that  therefore  we  (hall  (erve  our  enemies,  which  the  Lord  fhall 
«  fend  againft  us,  in  hunger,  and  thirft,  and  nakedntis,  and  the 
«  want  of  all  things  j"  Deut.  xxviii.  47.  That  fo  we  may  return 
to  God  with  the  church,  and  faj,  as  it  is  Ifa.  xxvi.  13.  **  O  Lord 
«  our  God,  other  lords  befide  thee  have  had  dominion  over  as, 
«  but  by  thee  only  will  we  make  mention  of  thy  name  *,"  and  as 
Hof.  ii.  7.  <*.I  will  return  to  my  firft  hufband,  for  then  was  it  bet- 
«  ter  with  me  than  now." 

Thcfe  are  fome  of  the  principal  grounds  of  England's  fear  at 
this  day,  in  reference  to  the  popiih  party.  Let  the  ferious  and 
confidering  reader  lay  them  together,  allow  them  but  a  juft  and 
even  balance,  and  doubtlefs  It  will  hereby  appear,  that  how  great 
foever  our  fears  are,  yet  our  dangers  mufl  exceed  them* 

Having  thus  hinted  the  grounds  of  our  fears,  what  remains  bnt 
that  I  next  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  principal  work  defigned  in  thele 
papers  \  which  is  to  call  upon  England  to  awake  out  of  her  de- 
ftru^ve  fecurity,  and  not  to  fuffer  her  enemies  to  furprize  her 
ileeping  ?  And  I  would  do  it  in  the  words  of  the  prophet,  Zeph« 
ii,  I,  2.  "Gather  yourfelves  together,  yea,  gather  together,  O 
<*  nation  not  defired,  before  the  decree  bring  forth,  before  the  day 
**  pafs  as  the  chaff,  before  the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord  come  upon 
''  thee."  O  that  I  could  found  this  admonition  fo  loud,  that  all 
in  the  nation  might  hear  it !  Had  I  any  hopes  that  thefe  poor  papers 
might  be  honoured  with  a  glance  of  his  Majefty's  eye,  I  would,  as 
it  were,  proftrate  myfelf  at  his  feet  and  cry  as  that  woman  did, 
2  Kings  vi.  "Help,  my  Lord,  OKing." 

Great  Sir,  The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  you,  and  you 
are  fcarcely  capable  of  doing  a  greaterfervice  for  him,  and  his  people, 
than  vigoroufly  to  withdand  the  attempts  and  encroachments  of  this 
fubtle  and  formidable  enemy ;  in  that  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to 
move  your  heart  to  fend  forth  your  royal  proclamation  againf^  them, 
we  accept  it  always,  and  in  all  places,  with  all  thankfulnefs ;  and 
pray,  that  he  would  not  only  fecurc  your  royal  perfon  from  their 
attempts,  but  alfo  piake  you  a  fhield  to  his  people  in  theie  nations. 

It  is  not  hid  from  your  majefty,  what  a  perfidious  and  bloody 
enemy  tliis  is,  whofe  principles  as  well  as  practice,  tend  to  thie 
fubveriion  both  of  *  kings  and  kingdoms,  f  One  of  them  affirms 
.  it  lawful  to  murder  any  one  (though  his  own  prince)  if  the  Pope  ' 
hold  him  excommunicate;  and  another  iets  down  rules  how  it  may 
be  done  ;  and  thinks  poifoning  to  be  the  beft  way.  What  but 
treafon  and  rebellion  can  flow  from  thofe  bloody  doctrines  of  the 

*  JSm.  8a.  f  Mariana. 
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pope's  temporal  juriAUAioo  over  princes,  and  his  power  to  diflUvc 
all  oaths  aod  ties  of  allegiance?  So  that  neither  your  perfim  nor 
booourcan  be  iafe  in  their. hands:  or  fhoiild  your  royal  perfim  be 
exempt  from  danger,  yet  if  this  enemy  prevail,  how  many  thoo- 
iands  of  your  poor  innocent  iubjeAs  may  fall  by  their  mercBeft 
hands;  what  a  field  of  blood  will  they  make  your  kingdom  ?  and 
fiirelyy  <*  the  enemy  can  never  countervail  the.king's  damage  here* 
^^  in,'^  £fth.  vi.  i6.  Moft  gladly  at  your  commaod,  would  we 
offer  our  lives  on  the  high  places  of  the  field  againft  them ;  but 
to  fall  by  treachery,  and  be  butchered  in  our  bedsj  is  horribk  to 
think. 

And  Othat  God  would  make  our  honourable  reprelentatxves  in 
parliament  (HJl  vigilant  to  obfervei  and  zealous  to  oppofe  the  mo- 
tions of  this  enemy  I  We  blefs  the  Lord  for  what  you  have  al- 
ready done,  in  detecting  them  fo  fiu* ;  but  yet  we  cannot  think  oar 
danger  over,  whilft  they  fwarm  in  fuch  numbers  among  us.  Han- 
nibal was  wont  to  fay,  Atagisje  a  non  pugnanU  FM<^  quam  a  pug^ 
ntmU  Marcello  timere ;  he  more  feared  Fabius  not  fighting,  than 
fighting  Marcellus.  O  be  as  zealous  for  the  Proteftant  intereft  as 
they  are  againft  it ;  if  they  cfare  to  f mite  with  the  fift  of  wicked- 
nefs,  we  hope  you  will  not  be  afiraid  to  fmite  them  with  the  fword 
of  juftice.  Remember  what  a  matchleis  iaivation  was  once  given 
to  our  Englifh  parliamenti  I  mean  from  the  powder-plot,  that  Ca^ 
iboHc  villanyi  as  one  aptly  calls  it :  fuch  a  deliverance  as  s^es  pail 
cannot  parallel  in  any  hiftory,  and  of  which  we  may  fay,  as  the 
hiftorian  in  another  cafe.  Si  in  annalibw  nonfwret^  fabula  vtderetmrm 
Had  it  not  been  recorded  in  our  own  annals,  pofterity  would  never 
believe  it.  They  have  indeed  Audioufly  endeavoured,  in  their  bte 
tdd  nmonftrance^  to  hide  from  your  eyes  the  goodnefs  of  God  in 
that  deliverance, that  fo  by  forgetting  his  goodnefs,  they  might  bury 
ill  deuce  their  own  wickednefs ;  we  hope  none  of  your  adings 
againft  tills  enemy  will  be  ftaioed  with  lukewarmnefs ;  if  juftice 
be  fprinkled  with  a  favourable  hand,  like  a  few  drops  of  water  up* 
on  fire,  we  doubt,  inftead  of  quenching,  it  will  rather  inereafe  the 
flame.  Rome  is  a  nettle,  the  more  gently  it  is  handled,  the  more 
it  ftings.  My  .lords  and  gentlenoen,  here  is  an  enemy  that  deferves 
your  hotteft  zeal,  and  greateft  vigilance,  much  better  than  honeft 
loyal  Nonconfbrmifb,  who  plead  with  God  night  and  day  on  yoor 
behalf. 

It  is  acknowledge^  they  dififer  in  lefier  matters  from  the  efhbKfb* 
ed  worflup  of  the  nation ;  but  from  the  toleration  of  fuch  difier* 
cnces,  no  public  danger  can  arife.  Some  difierences  in  o^nion 
(faith  an  honourable  author*)  are  as  the  ftriving  of  one  Ifraelite 

*  Lord  Vcnilajn  Ojcliaod. 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


Englanfs  Duty  57 1 

with  sknother ;  and  thefe  M6fes  qaietSi  and  parts  them  fairlj ;  and 
fome  are  like  the  Egyptian  ftriving  with  the  Ifraelitey  whom  Mofes 
finites  down.  *  It  was  a  noble  fpeech  of  Anthony  of  Bourbon^ 
king  of  Navarre,  to  the  Danifh  ambaflador ;  this  king  being  a  peer 
of  Francei  and  firft  prince^of  the  blood,  challenged  the  regency 
of  that  kingdom  during  the  French  king's  minority  :  he  told  the 
ambaffador,  <  That  he  hoped  in  a  fhort  time  to  procure  a  free 

<  pafiage  for  the  gofpel  throughout  France;  and  the  ambaflador 

•  was  plcafcd  with  it;  but  defircd  that  Luther's  dodWne,  not 

<  Caltia's  might  pafs  for  current:    The  king  replied,  Luther  and 

<  Calvin  agree  in  forty  points,  and  differ  but  in  one.  Let  thofe 
«  therefore  that  follow  the  tenets  of  thefe  two,  unite  their  ftrength 

♦  againft  the  common  enemy,'  and  at  better  leifnre,  in  a  more  con- 
«  venient  feafon,  compound  their  own  differences/  Grant  that 
Nonconformifts  be  in  an  error,  yet  the  difference  is  not  fundamen- 
tal :  and  the-famous  emperor  Theodofiusf,  did  not  only  bear  with 
the  Novatians,  but  familiarly  confulted  with  their  learned  paftors 
a;boQt  church-matters,  thdugh  difi^ering  in  feveral  tK>ints  of  dHci- 
pline*  And  Conftantine,  although  he  made  a  law  in  terrorem^  yet 
in  point  of  execution  he  fpared  them.-  O  that  with  one  fliouldcr 
yovi  might  fiipportthe  tottering  intereft  of  Chrift  in  theft  nations! 
and  be  ftiled  the  faviours  of  England  in  this  time  of  danger;  which 
will  be  a  more  honourable  title,  than  any  other  you  are  or  can  be 
digntded  with. 

1  Would  alfo  propound  it  as  a  matter  of  ferioas  confideration  to 
the  pri^lates^  whether  this  be  a  time  to  vex  and  perfecate  the 
confdentiois  and  faithful  in  the  land,  for  ceremonies  and  trifles, 
when,  the  fubftance  of  religion  lies  expofed  ?  Will  not  the  late 
dreadful  aku^ms  by  the  po^Jb  party  found  a  retreat,  and  put  an  end 
to  this  work  ?  Suffer  me  to  propound  two  or  three  queries  to  your 
confcii^ees. 

^^uerj  I.  Arc  not papjfis  hereby  hardened  in  then-  errors,  and 
confirmed  in  then:  cruel  and  tyrannical  impofitions  upon  confcience, 
wbiift  they  fee  you  to  ute  the  fame  medium  ?  What  plea  is  left 
you  againft  their  tyrauny,  if  ever  God  permit  them  to  re- kindle 
the  flames  of  martjrrdom  in  England  ?  If  your  way  be  good,  why 
is  not  theirs  ?  Maps  et  minus  non  variant  fpeciem  :  Is  there  not  as 
much  ffarength  in  their  arguments  of  fire  and  faggot,  to  convince 
you,  as  in  your  excommunications,  imprifohmtnts,  mulfls,  aiid 
penalties^  to  convince  us  of  the  iawfulncfs  of  your  ceremonies? 
It  is  faid  of  Mli^ineus  Bbnifacius,  that  his  filly  reafons  for  the 
pope's  fupremacy  did  well  enough,  being  propounded  with  a  fword 


*   Ccmaeni.  dejaiu  reif.  <f  rgL   Cent.  1 6. 
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in  his  band  ;  a  keen  fword  will  make  a  dull  argument  cut  to  the 
quick ;  and  if  you  cannot  anfwer  to  fuch  arguments  yourfelveSj 
methinks  you  fliould  be  tender  of  urging  them  againfl:  others. 
Sure  I  am,  confifcations,  imprifonments,  and  death,  are  the  moft 
irrefragable  arguments  for  popery,  and  it  is  a  thoufand  pities  we 
ihould  tell  the  world,  that  the  reformed  religion  muft  be  fupported 
by  the  like  artifices.  It  would  better  ferve  the  dcCgn  in  Spain, 
than  Chrift's  intereft  in  England.  I  am  fure  it  is  the  proper  cog- 
nizance of  aniichri/Ij  and  oh  that  it  might  remain  with  them  only. 
Hear  what  a  man  of  your  own  character  (aith,  « It  is  obfervable, 

•  (faith  Dr  Taylor*)  that  the  rellraint  of  prophefying,  and  impo- 
«  ling  upon  other  men's  underftandings,  being  mafters  of  their 

*  confciences,  and  lording  ir  over  their  faith,  came  in  with  the  rc- 

*  tinue  and  train  of  antichriil ;  that  is,  they  came  as  other  abufes 

<  and  corruptions  of  the  church  did,  when  the  church's  fortune 
'  grew  better,  and  her  fons  worfe,  and  fome  of  their  fathers  worft 

•  of  all ;  for  in  the  firft  three  hundred  years  there  was  no  fign  of 

•  perfecuting  any  man  for  his  opinion,  though  at  that  time  there 

*  were  many  horrid  opinions. A  wolf  may  as  well  give  laws  to 

<  the  underllanding,  as  he  whoie  di£l:ates  are  only  propounded  in 

<  violence,  and  written  in  blood  \  and  a  dog  is  as  capable  of  a  law 

<  as  a  man,  if  there  be  nq  choice  in  his  obedience,  no  difcourfe  in 
«  his  choice,  nor  reafon  to  fatisfy  his  difcourfe.' 

^ery  2.  Are  you  not  like  to  have  the  fame  meafurc  yon  mete 
to  us,  meted  back  to  you  again  with  an  overplus^  if  this  enemy 
prevail  ?  And  then  you  will  find  how  good  it  is  to  affli^  for  con- 
fcience  fake.  Certainly,  if  you  refolve  to  be  faithful  to  prcieftant 
principles,  you  will  efcape  upon  no  eaiier  terms  than  us. 

^4ery  3.  Are  not  thefe  very  perfons,  againfl  whom  you  dif« 
charge  your  canons,  and  worry  up  and  down  by  your  apparitors, 
like  to  prove  as  (liflF  aflertors  of  the  proteftant  caufc,  (if  God  call  for 
more  blood  to  witnefs  to  it)  as  yourfelves?  You  find  them  (I 
believe)  inflexible  enough  to  your  ceremonies ;  all  your  menaces 
and  punKhments  cannot  cudgel  them  into  conformity  with  them, 
becaufe  they  find  aliqutd  commune  cum  antichri/io,  a  fpicc  and  taig 
oi pGpiJh  fuperftition  in  them;  and,  doubtlefs,  they  will  as  freely 
lay  down  their  lives  in  defence  of  the  fundamental  and  weightier 
[)oints  of  religion,  as  their  places,  liberties,  and  earthly  comforts, 
for  the  lefler  circumftantial  truths  thereof :  And  is  it  not  pity,  that 
you  ihould  (efpecially  at  fuch  a  time  as  this)  fupprefs,  affli^  and 
iilence  fuch  men,  whofe  abilities  might  now  be  improved  to  fuch 
lingular  advantage  ? 

But  aquiia  tion  capit  mufcas ;  lordly  fpirits  fcorn  to  floop  to  fuch 

*  laberty  of  prophecy,  p.  X09* 
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niean  compcfures,  or  take  notice  of  a  creeping  pamphlet:,  Let  me. 
therefore  fpeak  to  the  body  of  the  people,  and  efpecially  to  thofe 
among  the  people,  who  profefs  to  fear  the  Lord,  and  tremble  at 
his  judgments.  Will  you  (hut  your  ears  to  feafonable  counfel 
alfo  ?  Will  you  dcfpife  your  dangers,  till  you  arc  furprifed  by  them? 

0  England  1  vrtlt  thou  not  begin  to  fear,  till  thou  art  paft  hope  ? 
Shall  thine  eneir.ies  find  thee  fleeping,  and  leave  thee  dead  ? 
Wretched  England  !  here  is  thy  mifery,  that  thou  '*  knowefl;  not 
**  thy  time ;  but  as  the  fiihes  are  taken  in  an  evil  net,  and  as  the 
*'  birds  arc  caught  in  the  fnare  ;  fo  wilt  thou  be  fnared  in  an  evil 
*'  time,  when  it  falleth  on  thee  fuddenly,"  Ecclef.  yiii.  12.     May 

1  freely  exprcfs  my  apprehcnfions  in  the  ca(v  ?  I  much  doubt  thine 
enemies  have  fo  contrived  and  laid  their  defign  againfl  thee,  that  in 
their  apprehenfions,  at  Icflft,  all  thy  ftrugglings  now  are  but  as  the 
fluttering  of  a  bird  in  the  net,  which,  infiead  of  freeing,  doth  but 
the  faftcr  entangle  her.  However,  if  God  at  laft  will  but  open 
thine  ears  to  feafonable  couBfel,  and  perfuade  thine  heart  to  thy 
prcfent  duties,  who  can  tell  but  the  Lord  may  yet  be  gracious  to 
his  land,  and  fpare  his  people  ? 

It  is  not  fo  much  their  confidence,  as  our  impenitence  that  is 
to  be  feared.  Haman  was  as  confident  as  they  can  be,  and  had 
cafi  Pur  for  the  Jews,  as  well  as  they  for  us,  Efth.  iii.  7,  So  was 
Pharaoh  too,  when  he  faid,  I  will  purfue,  I  will  purfue  :  God  can 
quickly  give  their  pregnant  defigns  a  mifcarryihg  womb,  fo  that 
they  who  have  conceived  mifchief,  (hall  bring  forth  but  a  lie ; 
and  thou  that  fcaredft  continually,  becaufe  of  the  enemy,  (halt  yet 
praife  him,  and  {\i^^  *'  The  heathen  are  funk  down  into  the  pit 
<•  that  they  made,  in  the  net  which  they  hid  is  their  own  foot 
«<  taken :  The  Lord  is  known  by  the  judgments  which  he 
••  cxecuteth;  the  wicked  is  fnared  in  the  work  of  his  own  hands, 
««  Higgalon^  Selah^^  Pfalm  ix.  15,  16.  And  when  the  enemy 
cometh  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  thy  God  can  fet  up  a  ftandard 
againft  him  :  If  men  cannot,  winds  and  waves  fliall  fight  for  thee, 
as  they  have  done  in  former  exigencies. 

0  nimium  diU^e  Deo,  cut  miliiat  aiher^ 
Et  conjurati  veniuai  ad clajfua  vtnti. 

Only  obey  the  counfels  of  God,  and  let  thine  ear  be  circum- 
cifcd  ;  and  as  ever  you  expert  that  a  door  of  hope  Ihould  be  open- 
ed to  you  in  this  valley  of  Achor,  let  thcle  following  counfels  be 
fpeedily  and  heartily  p:  aftifed. 

I.  COUNSEL. 

Kh\\OT  popery^  and  be  eminent  in  your  zeal  againft  it.  Rome  is 
that  Amalek,  with  whom  God  will  never  make  peace  ;  neither 
fhould  we.     It  was  Queen  Elizabeth's  motto^  tio  peace  with  Spain  ; 
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^uid  it  (h'ould  be  ours,  no  peace  with  Rome.  My  dear  country- 
men, I  befeech  you,  be  not  deceived  with  vain  words ;  fuffcr  not 
yourfelves  to,  be  cirnimvented  by  a  ftratagem  of  the  enemy ;  let 
not  prejudices  and  difconteols  which  they  endeavour  to  beget  and 
foment  in  you,  againft  your  real  friends,  caufe  any  of  you  to  fall 
in  with  the  defign  and  Intereft  of  your  enemies  :  It  is  a  dangerous 
thing  to  comply  with  that  intereft  which  God  hath  engaged  him- 
felf  againft,  and  as  fure  as  Chrift  fits  at  his  Father's  right«hand, 
fliall  be  deftroyed  :  And  what  caufe  have  you  to  abhor  popery^  you 
tvill  fee,  by  that  time  I  have  Aewed  yoQ»  that  it  is  a  FAI££» 
BLOODY,  BLASPHEMOUS,  UNCOMFORTABLE,  AND 
DAMNABLE  RELIGION, 

FiHl^  It  is  a  falfe  religion,  and  that  is  reaibn  enough  to  abiicx' 
It.  I  ou  would  be  loth  to  be  cheated  with  counterfeit  coin,  cfpc- 
ciatly  if  you  were  to  receive  your  whole  portion  in  it ;  bow  mnch 
more  with  a  falfe  faith,  when  it  amounts  to  as  much  as  all  your 
fOttls  are  worth  in  another  world  ?  The  falfity  of  the  Popifh  re- 
ligion, if  it  yet  remain  a  queftion  with  any  among  us,  may  be  thus 
evinced. 

Argument  i.  That  religion  which  is  not  built  upon  the  prophets 
and  apoftks,  but  ftands  in  the  wifdom  of  man,  is  a  falfe  religion. 

But  ihtpopijb  reUgion  is  not  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
prophets  and  apoftles,  but  ftands  in  the  wifdom  of  man :  There- 
fore thepcpi/b  religion  is  a  falfe  religion. 

The  major  propofitioh  is  undeniable,  and  ftands  upon  the 
authority  of  thefe  fcriptures  $  Eph.  U.  ao.  '<  And  are  built  upon 
«  the  foundation  of  the  prophets  and  apoftles,  Jefus  Chrift  him- 
"  felf  being  the  chief  comer-ftone.*'  i  Cor.  ii.  5.  •*  That  your 
«<  faith  fhould  not  ftand  In  the  wifdom  of  men,  but  in  the  power 
•'  of  God."  Ifa.  viii.  20.  "To  the  law  and  to  the  teftimony,  if 
«<  they  fpeak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no 
•*  light  in  them.*' 

The  minor  propofition  is  as  evident,  for,  (i.}  The ^^/>^j  them- 
felves  acknowledge,  that  their  worfliipping  of  creatures,  mafs, 
purgatory,  the  pope's  fupremacy,  and  moft  other  dodbines,  where- 
in they  differ  from  us,  cannot  be  confirmed  by  fcripture,  Azorius, 
Ifi^it.  Mot,  par.  2.  /i^-  4.  f.  18.  (2.)  They  fet  up  the  pope,  as  a 
judge  over  the  fcriptures,  fubjeAing  them  to  the  pope's  authority : 
This  many  of  their  learned  doctors  are  not  afliamed  exprefljtto 
affirm  and  defend;  Pigbiuj  Hierarchusy  lib.  l.  cap.  7,,  3,  4.  Card* 
Cufan.  epifl.  7.  and  Bohem.  CoBeus  HolUus^  tsfc.  (3.)  They  re- 
proach and  deprave  the  fcripture,  calling  it  an  uncertain  thing, 
a  dead  letter,  an  infufficient  guide  of  itfelf,  without  their  tradition; 
or  unwritten  word,  Bellar.  de  fuf.  Scrip.  (4.)  They  add  to,  and 
deQraft  ^m  the  fcriptures  at  pteafure.    Bellarmin  faith,  Pmt^* 
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ttmpoffe  mutareprout  eccle/ta  expedit  pofitiva  precept  a  apffijorum*  i.  e. 
"Jhc  pope  can  change  the  pofitive  precepts  of  the  apoftle$  for  the 
behoof  of  the  church.  (5.)  They  will  not  ftand  to  fcripture  trial 
and  judgment  for  the  dccifion  of  controveriies,  but  cry  out  to  the 
fathers^  to  councils,  to  fchoolmen,  as  appears  in  our  ABsandMon. 
in  mukitudes  of  examples.  (6.)  They  reftrain  the  people  by  pe- 
nalties &om  reading  the  fcriptures,  perfuading  tliem  to  refolve  their 
faith  into  the  authority  of  the  pope,  and  believe  implicitly,  as  the 
church  believes.     Ergo. 

Arg*  2.  That  religion  which  afcribes  the  glory  of  man's  falva- 
tion  to  himfelf,  and  not  to  Chrift  alone,  is  a  falfe  religion.  But 
the  popifh  religion  afcribes  the  glory  of  man's  falvation  to  himfel^ 
and  not  to  Chrift  alone.    Therefore  it  is  a  falfe  religion. 

The  major  is  undeniable ;  the  end  of  religion  is  the  glory  of 
God  }  the  Chriftian  religion  utterly  excludes  the  glory  of  man  in 
himfelf,  Rom.  iii.  27.  <<  Where  is  bpaftihg  then  ?  It  is  excluded  j 
«<  by  what  law  ?  of  works  ?  nay,  but  by  the  law  of  fidth.'^  Tit. 
iii.  5*  <<.Not  by  works  of  righteoufiiefs  which  we  have  done,  but 
**  according  to  his  mercy  he  faved  us,"  &c. 

The  minor  is  evident,  for  themfelves  teach,  that  the  proper 
certainty  of  hope  is  in  merits ;  that  certainty  which  is  not  prefump- 
tion,  is  of  merits,  and  to  be  meafured  by  merits,  Alexand.  Ales. 
Queft.  3. 65.     Merits,  (faith  another)  are  the  foundation  of  our  ' 
hope»  Filiudue,  TraB.  22.  «.  144.  Therefore, 

Arg,  3.  That  which  is  the  religion  of  antichrift,  is  a  falfe  reli- 
gion )  but  the  popiih  religion  is  the  religion  of  antichrift.  Ergo. 

The  major  is  evident,  for  the  doftrine  of  antichrift  is  a  lie,  % 
Thef.  ii.  11.  "A  my  ftcry  of  iniquity,"  ver.  7. 

The  minor  appears  as  evidently,  in  that  the  notes  and  charac- 
ters by  which  antichrift  is  defcribed  and  indigitated  in  fcripture, 
agree  to  popery,  and  to  it  only.  The  pope  is  that  ayo/;*o;,  that 
lawlefs  one,  2  Thef.  ii.  8.  He  fits  in  the  temple  of  God,  chal- 
lenging fupremacy  over  all  churches ;  he  fits  tiiere  as  God,  exalt- 
ing himfelf  above  all  that  is  called  God^  ver.  4.  They  attribute  to 
him  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God. 

Oractdo  voci  mutidi  moderaris  babenas, 

Et  merito  in  terris  crideris  ejfe  Deus.     Sixtus  4th. 

His  coming  is  after  the  working  of  Satan,  with  all  power  and 
fjgns,  and  lying  wonders,  of  which  there  are  numberlefs  multi- 
tudes in  popery,  their  legends  fwarm  with  them.  <'  He  hath  horns 
*<  as  a  bnib."  viz.  pretences  of  meeknefs  and  innocency,  but 
<<  fpeaks  like  a  dn^on,"  Rev.  xiii.  11.  He  <<  arofe  out  of  the 
«•  czrth,**  Jlirpium  more,  after  the  manner  of  plants,  growing  by 
infenfible  degrees  to  this  monftrous  greatneis  \  to  him  alone  agree 
all  other  chgrafters  in  Rev.  xvii.  et  a/iii.  Therefore, 
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Arg.  4.  That  religion  which  tolerates  and  countenances  all  man* 
ncr  of  pride,  covetoufnefs,  luft,  murders,  &c.  is  a  falfe  religion  ; 
but  the  popiih,  religion  tolerates  and  countenances  thefe^  and  many 
other  fleihiy  lufts.  Therefore  it  is  a  falfe  religion. 

The  major  (if  doubted)  may  cafily  b^  proved  by  all  thofe  fcrip- 
tures  which  Qiew  the  purity  of  true  religion,  as  James  i.  27. 
**  Pure  religion,  and  undefilcd  before  God,**  &c.  Tit.  11.  12. 
•*  Teaching  us,  that  denying  ungodlinefs,  and  worldly  lufts,"  &c- 
Pfal.  xix.  9.  "  The  fear  of  the  Lord  (which  is  there  put  fcr  his 
•*  worftiip)  is  clean,"  &c. 

The  minor  may  be  as  eafily  proved  from  their  own  hiftorles  and 
writings,  and  many  other  credible  authors.  As  for  their  pride, 
let  an  in  fiance  or  two  fufEce :  Sir  Richard  Baker  in  his  Chronicle, 
p.  30.  tells  us,  that  Alclred,  archbiftiop  of  Canterbury,  upon  the 
repulfe  of  his  fuit  by  king  Willfam  the  firft,  grew  difcontent,  and 
offered  to  depart,  when  the  king,  in  awe  of  his  difpleafure,  ftaycd 
him,  fell  down  at  his  feet,  defired  pardon,  and  promifed  to  grant 
him  his  fuit.  The  king  being  all  this  while  down  at  the  archbi&op's 
feet,  the  nobles  that  were  prefent,  put  him  in  mind  that  he  (hould 
caufe  the  king  to  rife :  Nay,  faith  the  archbifhop,  let  him  alone, 
let  him  find  what  it  is  to  anger  St  Peter.  Richonius,  that  proud 
papift,  was  not  aQiamed  to  tell  the  world  iu  print,  that  a  prieft  is 
as  much  above  a  king,  as  a  king  is  above  a  beaft  ;  yea,  as  God  is 
above  a  prieft.  Their  covetoufnefs  is  alfo  infatiable,  all  things  are 
vendible  at  Rome,  even  the  blood  of  Chrift  is  fet  tofale  for  money  j 
they  have  vaft  revenues  from  the  very  ftews  and  brothels.  The 
blindeft  times  took  fo  much  notice  of  their  covetoufnefs,  that  though 
they  durft  not  fpeak  otit,  ytt  expreffed  their  apprchcnfions  and 
juft  indignation  againft  them  in  piiSbures.  There  w^s  found  in  the 
abbey  of  Fulva,  (bcfides  other  emblems  taxing  popifli  prelates)  the 
piAure  of  a  wolf  in  a  monk's,  cowl,  and  fbaven  crown,  preaching 
to  a  flock  of  (heep,  with  thefe  words  coming  in  a  pendant  out  of 
his  mouth,  God  is  my  nvitnefs^  how  I  longfor'you  all  in  my  bowels*^ 
and  underneath  was  written.  This  hooded  wolf  is  the  hypocrite, 
of  whom  in  the  gofpel,  beware  of  falfe  prophets :  This  picture  was 
made  two  hundred  years  before  the  reformation  by  Luther.  Ano- 
ther like  this  was  found  at  Ptortzhem,  only  with  this  difference, 
that  the  wolf  was  preaching  to  a  flock  of  geefe,  every  one  holding 
in  his  bill  a  pair  of  praying  beads.  Prodigious  lufts  are  found  among 
them :  They  forbid  marriage,  and  fcatter  their  lufts  like  brute 
beafts,  promifcuoufly.  f  St  Gregory  commanded,  that  their  priefls 
fliould  not  marry ;  but  underftanding  what  filthinefs  they  com- 

•  John  Wolf,  Ua.  ncmor.  torn.  1.  advun,   13CO. 
f   Valcrct's  Lives  of  the  Popes,  p.  5. 
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mitted,  and  finding  in  one  fiih-pond  fix  thoufand  heads  of  young 
infants  tbat  had  been  murdered,  he  repealed  his  decree.  Tea> 
their  own  writers  tell  us  fuch  ftories  of  their  wickednefs  in  this 
kind,  that  I  am  aihamed  xtij  pen  Chould  Englifh  them ;  the  learn- 
ed reader  may  find  more  than  enough  in  Bernardi  in  Cant.  Scrm. 
66.  Alvarez.  Pelag.  de  planB.  ecclef,  lib.  2.  artic,  24.  Peter  Aleacu, 
PalingeniuSy  Cornelius  Mus^  isfc.  Moft  horrid  murders  are  fre- 
quently praftifed  by  them,  yea^  and  encouraged  with  promifed  re- 
wards in  heaven. 

*  Hofplnian  ihews  us  how  the  Jefuits  animate  him  whom  they 
employ  for  the  murdering  of  kings  5  they  brihg  him  into  a  chape^ 
where  the  knife  lies  wrapt  up  in  a  cloth,  with  agnus  Dei  engraven 
on  it }  then  they  open  the  knife,  and  fprinkle  it  with  holy  water, 
faftening  to  the  haft  fome  confecrated  beads,  with  this  indulgence, 
that  fo  many  ilabs  as  he  gives  the  king,  fo  many  fouls  he  faves  out 
of  purgatory.  Then  they  commend  to  him  the  knife,  in  thefc 
words,  O  thou  chofen  fon  of  God,  take  to  thee  the  fword  of 
Jephtha,  Samfon,  David,  Gideon,  Judith  of  Maccabeus,  of  Ju- 
lius the  fecond,  who  defended  himfelf  from  the  princes  by  his 
fword ;  go,  and  be  wifely  courageous,  and  God  ftrengthen  thy 
hand :  Then  they  all  fall  upon  their  knees,  with  this  prayer.  Be 
prefent,  O  ye  cherubims,  and  feraphims,  be  prefent  yc  thrones, 
powers,  holy  angels,  fill  this  holy  veflel  with  glory,  give  him  the 
crown  of  all  the  holy  martyrs;  he  is  no  longer  ours,  buc  your  com- 
panion ',  and  thou,  O  God,  fh-engthen  his  arm,  that  he  may  do 
thy  will ;  give  him  thy  helmet,  and  wings  to  fly  from  his  ene- 
mie$: — ^Then  they  flievv  him  a  crown  of  glory,  and  fay.  Lord, 
rcfpcft  this  thy  arm,  and  executioner  of  thy  juftice : — ^Then  they 
tell  him  they  fee  a  divine  iuftre  in  hi3  face,  which  moves  them 
to  fall  down  and  kifs  his  feet,  and  now  he  is  no  more  a  mortal 
man,  &c. 

Thcfc,  and  all  other  lufts,  are  indulged,  even  by  the  dodlrines 
and  principles  of  papijis ;  for,  if  venial  fins  do  not  render  a  man 
unworthy  of  the  love  of  God,  they  arc  but  trifles,  toys,  gnats,  as 
Bellarmin  calls  them,  lib.  2.  de  peccat.  If  the  pope  can  grant  in- 
dulgences for  certain  days  or  years,  fome  partial,  fome  plenary ; 
for  all  finft  yea,  interdum  plena  plenior^  far  more  than  all ;  fome  for 
this  life,  fome  for  ever:  What  ihould  hinder,  but  that  they 
ihould  take  the  bit  in  the  mouth,  and  rufh  into  all-  wickednefs,  as 
the  horfe  into  the  battle  ?  Efpecially  adding,  what  Navarrus  Cor- 
dubenfis,  and  others,  by  *  Beliarmin's  own  confeflion,  teach,  that 
if  men  ru(h  into  fin,  upon  the  hope  of  fuch  indulgences,  they  may 


•    HoJ^in,   Hip,  Jefuit.  p.  7.2$. 

f  Bellar,  dc  Indulg,  c,  4.  qu.  5.  L9C,  at. 
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be  oevQth^Ie^  abfolved.  But  I  have  ftood  too  long  upon  this 
I^etid  ;  OMX  protefiant  writers  have  clearly  and  karaedly  evinced  the 
^Ifity  of  this  religion ;  only  becaufe  many  of  their  arguments  are 
in  Latin^  I  thought  it  not  amifs  to  add  fomewhat  for  tlie  fatisfac- 
tion  of  vulgar  readers. 

2.  Abhor  popery,  for  it  is  a  Moody  religion.  Rev.  xviL  6. 
<<  And  I  faw  the  woman  drunk  with  the  blood  of  the  faints,  and 
<*  with  the  blood  pf  the  martyrs  of  Jefqs/'  The  pope  writes  his 
law  in  blood)  wherever  he  erefb  hfs  throne ;  he  b  the  fon  of  per- 
dition in  an  adive,  as  well  as  in  a  paffive  fenie.  Poor  England 
liath  had  experience  of  popifli  crueltyi  and  fb  hath  Ireland  too. 
In  one  of  whofe  provinces  i40>ooo  proteftanw^txt,  mafiacred  by 
them  in  the  late  rebellion.  Popifh  cruelty  fpares  none,  pities  none; 
bow  have  protedants  been  compelled,  by  tortures,  to  difcover  their 
'  deareft  relations  I  wives  (being  firil  defiled)  have  been  forced  to 
give  the  death's  wound  to  their  dear  hu£bands,  bloody  villains  pnt^^ 
ting  the  fword  into  their  hands,  and  guiding  them  in  the  execu- 
tion ;  gpdly  Chriftians  compelled  to  carry  faggots,  to  bum  their 
own  faithful  paftors :  Children  of  eight  years  old  whipt  to  death 
for  religion  :  Yea,  fuch  hath  been  their  rage  againft  the  fincere 
profefibrs  of  the  truth,  that  beyond  all  example  of  malice,  {forpaf- 
ditn-  in  vivos  livor^  poft  fata  qmifcit^)  they  have  not  only  hunted  af- 
ter the  living,  but  violated  the  graves,  and  burnt  the  bones  of  dead 
faints:  Thus  they  dealt  with  Bucer,  Fagius,  Wickltffe,  8cc.  O 
England  !  what  caufe  haft  thou  to  blefs  the  Lord,  for  fo  long  a 
vefpite  from  popifli  cruelty  i  Thine  own  hiftories  may  foffidently 
inform  thee,  what  rivers  of  precious  blood  have  ftreamed  through 
thee.  What  flames  of  martyrdom  have  raged  within  thy  cities  and 
vilhges,  when  thefe  ravenous  wolvesi  and  bloody  tygers,  were  let 
loofe  to  ravage  in  all  thy  borders  ?  And  what  caufe  ha(l  thou  to 
tremble  at  the  firil  approaches  of  thefe  truculent  foes,  whofe  rage 
is  boiled  up  to  a  greater  height  than  ever !  And  fhould  they  return 
upon  thee  again,  (which  heaven  prevent)  th^y  would  exceed  all 
farmer  examples  of  cruelty.  Poor  England  I  thofe  knives  which 
lately  providence  put  in  thine  hands,  were  intended  to  be  flieathed 
in  thy  bowels.  Art  thou  able  to  endure  fucb  another  bout  as  the 
laft  age  did  i  Hear  how  one  of  thefe  faithful  watchmen  *  (now 
out  of  their  reach)  expoftuiated  upon  the  lame  account  with 

thee. 

<  Can  you  (f^th  he)  endure  to  fee  a  flr anger  to  bid  it  in  your 
(  habitations,  and  your  dwellings?  To  caft  you  out?  For  your 
c  pleafant  and  well- tilled  fields  to  be  made  a  prey?  For  you  to  few, 
<  and  another  to  reap  ?  hn^as  bos  fegttas^  &c.     For  the  delicate 

•  MrStroxis. 
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c  woman,  upon  whom  the  wind  rouft  not  blow,  that  fcarce  dare 

<  venture  to  fet  the  {6\t  of  her  foot  upon  the  ground  for  tender* 

<  nefS|to  be  expofed  to  the  lufts  and  cruelty  of  an  enemy;  to  be 

<  glad  to  fly  away  naked,  to  prolong  a  miferable  life,  which  would 

<  gladly  be  parted  with  for  death,  were  it  not  for  fear  of  the  cx- 

<  change  r  For  the  tender  mother  to  look  upon  the  child  of  her 

<  womb,  and  con(i(^r,  Muft  this  child,  in  whom  I  have  placed 

*  the  hopes  of  mine  age,  (for  omnis  in  AJcanio  ebarijiat  cura  partm^ 

•  tis^)  he  that  hath  been  fo  tenderly  bred  up,  muft  he  fall  into  the 

<  rough  hands  of  a  bloody  foldier,  Ikilful  to  deftroy  ?  It  had  been 

<  well  for  me,  if  God  had  given  me  a  mifcarrying  womb,  and  Arf 

•  breafts,  rather  than  to  bring  forth  children  unto  murderers.    Or 

*  if  you  could  be  fafe,  how  could  you  endure  to  fee  the  evil  that 
«  (hall  come  upon  your  people,  and  the  deftruftion  -of  your  kin- 
«  dred  ?  I  do  not  rhetorize  and  fawn  to  draw  aSe^on,  your  bre- 
'  thren  are  a  fad  comment  upon  what  I  have  fpoken,  and  Irelaad « 

<  the  ftage  upon  which  you  may  fee  this  tragedy  a<5led  before  your 
«  eyes/ 

3.  O  hate  popery :  for  it  is  not  only  a  bloody,  but  a  blafphe* 
mous  religion.  If  we  be  Chriftians  indeed,  the  diibonour  of  Godfs 
name  fliould  affeA  us  more  than  the  (bedding  of  the  warmeft 
blood  in  our  veins  \  this  fcarlet  whore  is  <<  full  of  the  names  of 
««  blafphemy,**  Rev.  xvii.  3.     Popery  is  a  mere  rhapfody  of  blaf- 
phemies  :  Luther  *  bath  gathered  feveral  of  their  blafphemous 
doArines  out  of  their  own  canons  to  our  hand»,  of  which  let  a 
few  fuffice  :  (i.)  Papa  eftfuty  Isfc.  (i.  c.)  The  pope  and  his  are  not 
bound  to  be  fubjeA  and  obedient  to  the  commands  of  God.     (a.) 
ide ftgnijicariy  Isfc,  (i.  e.)  By  the  fun  is  fignified  the  papal,  and  by 
the  moon  the  imperial,  or  (ecular  power  in.  thri  Chriftian  common^ 
nvealth,     (3.)  Papam  hubere  in  fcrinio  peEioris  fuiy  isfc.  (j.  e.)  That 
all  laws  are  in  the  cofibr  of  the  pope's  bread )  and  full  power  over 
all  laws.     (4.)  8i  papa/u£y  t^c»  (i.  e.)  If  the  pope  be  h  negligent 
of  his  own  falvation,  fo  negligent  and  remiis  in  ofEce,  that  he 
fhould  draw  innumerable  multitudes  to  hell  with  him,  to  be  there 
ever  tormented ;  yet  may  no  mortal  man  reprove  him  of  any  fault 
info  doing.     (5.)  Papam  habere  poteflatem^  is^c.  {u  c.)  The  pope 
hath  power  to  commute  and  difToIve  vows  made  to  God,  and  then 
if  any  man  defer  to  pay  his  vows  according  to  God's  command,  he 
IS  not  held  guilty.     (6.)  ^uoJ  non  Papa  a  Scripturay  ^c,  (i.  e.) 
That  the  pope  hath  not  his  authority  from  the  fcriptures,  but  the 
fcriptures  from  the  pope.     (7.)  Summa  fummarum^  isfc,  (i.  e.)  The 
film  of  all  their  canonical  law  is  this,  that  the  pope  is  a  god  in  the 
earth,  fuperior  to  all  cceleAial,  terreftrial^  fpiritual  and  fecular  per- 

■  <  '  ■       I—  II II    III  ..._.._ _  ■  ■   ■  ■  ■■  ■ 

*  a  Tm,  Ofer.  JLiOb.  Lat,p.  la^. 
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fims  ;  that  all  things  arc  h!s»  and  none  maj  fay  unto  him^  Waat 
doft  thou  ?  I  aiTi  loth  to  offend  Chriftian  ears  wkh  more  of  their 
biaiphcnious  tenets  ;  this  is  enough  to  turn  the  (lomachs  of  Chrif^ 
tians  with  indignation  again  A:  them. 

4.  It  is  a  mpft  uncomfortable  religion ;  it  is  impofiible  to  get  or 
keep  true  peace  of  confcience  in  that  way.  Rev.  ix.  5,  6.  "  And 
^  their  torment  was  as  the  torment  of  a  icorpion  when  he  fmlteth 
«<  a  man ;  and  in  thofe  days  ihall  men  feek  death,  and  fli^U  not 
«  £nd  it,  but  death  (hall  flee  from  them }"  that  is  (faith  a  wor- 
thy divine)  the  conftiences  of  poor  finners  being  (lung  with  guilt 
and  horror  of  fin,  and  finding  no  fatisfaAion  nor  remedy  in  their 
way,  ihall  be  endlefly  perplexed  and  tortured  with  inward  trou- 
bles of  fpirit,  which  are  like  tbe  Ringing  of  a  fcorpion ;  (b  that 
they  (hall  chufe  death  rather  than  life :  For  do  but  coniider.  (1.) 
They  are  enemies  to  free  grace  and  all  gofpel-preaching.  Gardi- 
ner would  not  have  this  gap  of  free  grace  opened  to  the  people.  See 
(faith  *  Contzen  a  Jefuil)  tie  fruit  of  proteflatUifm^  and  their  gofpel^ 
preaching.  (2.)  They  deprive  the  people  of  the  fcripturcs,  where- 
in are  treafured  up  all  the  cordials  and  foul-reviving  comforts  of  a 
poor  diftreiTed  (inner :  « If  thy  law  (faith  David)  had  not  been  my 
«<  delight,  I  (hould  have  perilhed  in  my  affliclion  '^  and  again, 
«  This  is  my  comfort  in  my  afHi^ion,  thy  word  hath  quickened 
«<  me,"  Pfal.  cxix.  (3.)  They  lay  the  ftrefs  of  their  hopes  of  fal- 
vation  (as  you  have  heard)  upon  their  own  merits,  and  the  merits 
of  others  like  themfelves  *,  fo  that  all  the  comforts  they  build  upon 
tJiat  foundation  muft  needs  be  loofe  and  delufory  things :  Debik 
fundametitum  fallit  opus^  twtrj  thing  is  as  its  foundation  is.     Laflly^ 

,  They  deny  the  pofiibility  of  the  aSiirance  of  falvation  in  this  liie^ 
and  fo  confequently,  their  confciences  mufl  be  always  cauterized 
and  de;id,  or  fluctuating  and  dubious  :  O  what  a  religion  is  this ! 

5.  Ln/Vyy  It  is  a  damnable  religion  \  we  have  no  ground  firom 
fcripture  to  conclude  the  falvation  of  any  among  them,  that  know 
the  depth  of  Satan,  and  live  and  die  in  thofe  deftru£tive  opinions. 
Hear  wlrat  the  icripturesfay,  Rev.  xvii.  8.  «  The  beaft  that  thon 
«  fa^rcft  was,  and  is  not,  and  (hall  afcend  out  of  the,  bottomkis 
«  pir,  and  go  into  perdition  \  and  they  th^t  dwell  on  the  earth 
«  fliall  w  onder«  whofe  names  are  not  written  in  the  book  qI  life, 
*<  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,"  when  they  fee  the  beaft 
that  ivasy  and  is  wo/,  and  yet  is ;  And  2  Thef.  ii.  21.  "  And  ftir 
•«  this  cauie,  God  (hall  fend  them  ftrong  delufions  that  they 
<<  (houkl  believe  a  lie,  that  they  all  might  be  damned  that  believe 
<<  not  the  truth,  but  had  pleafure  in  unrighteoufnefs/'  When 
their  forefl  plagues  Ihall  come  upon  them,  they  (hall  not  have  a 

r  .         ' 

*  Contz,  in  Matth.  uIt. 
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heart  given  them  to  repent :  but  ^*  fball  Ual^heiiie  tlie  iiame  of 
<<  God  becauie  of  them/^  Rev,  xvi.  9.  And  therefore  to  fliut 
up  this  firft  counfcl,  you  that  love  the  Lord»  hate  that  \j  which 
he  is  fo  much  cliihoooured  ;  it  wiH  make  your  bbod  boil  in  your 
veins,  to  fee  how  he  is  crucified^  dethroned,  and  trampled  on  b]^ 
theie  his  enemies. 

2.  COUNSEL. 
Vfc  all  proper,  preventive  means  to  avert   this  threatening 
judgment ;   of  which  fort  I  fliall  recommend  theft   three   in 
fpeciaL 

I.  Mourn  for  the  abufe  of  former  light  and  liberty,  and  iay,. 
'*  O  remember  not  againft  us  former  iniqnhiea?  let  thy  tender 
<<  mercy  fpeedily  prevent  us ;  for  we  are  broa^  very  low,"  P&L 
l&ui.  3*.   O  England  1  what  a  day  of  mercy  haft  thou  had !  howi 
haft  thou  been  eaalted  to  heaven  with  Capernaum  I  thou  mightcft 
once  have  worfliipped God  aspurelyas  thou  wouldcii,thoumigbtefl[ 
have  been  as  holy  asthouwonldefti  Thelotof  thb  generation  was 
caft  upon  ftich  an  happy  nick  of  time  as  is  fcarce  to  be  foun&iai 
the  btfttey.of  agrs  palt;.but  the  moft  giorioiis  momiog  hath  it* 
evet^iogl  and  the  brighceft  fun  its  doudi,  and  time  of  fctting.     W* 
knew  not  the  time  of  our  ^ifitation^  but  Were  both  wanton  and 
barren  under  thefe  precious  mercies.     God  is  iioir  coming 'with* 
hi^  ax  in  h{s  hajtid  to  hew  dow«  baeren  trecki  <  Nothing  but'  unf^ 
idgaed  repentance  and  fjpeedJf  reformation  can  reprieicc  u^.    iS^' 
man^e  iegkspmmmfregnaMiefittmf.  c.  Nofthing'bot  thofit  iirtnts  Catf 
be  a  good  fign  dt  mcjocj  toEaglandl  ..And  wiliiyou  Dot>y6t  moam* 
for  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  day  ?  Si^  peac^  negleded',  and  not  ipourn'l 
Such  liberties  abuied,  and  for  llieir  abufes  removed,  and^fiot'a  tearh 
So  ma«y  fiouriflitng  ofaurdies  broken,  and  th^  lieart'not  broken  \ 
So  many  finning  lights  extinft,  and  none,  lay  it  to'  heart  (  Such* 
black  clouds  of  popiih  darkbefs  and  blood  gathering  over  us,  and 
none  tremble  !  Lord  {  what  hearts  have  we  I  How.  wonderfiil  is 
the  ftupafying  power  of  fin  !  O  ye  peofcflbrs  of  England,  that  ye 
bad  known,  at  leaft  in  that  your  day,  the  tlMDgs  of  your'  peace  I 
but  now  they  are  hid  from  your  eyes.     You  once  had  tfaofe  mer* 
cies,  now  you  h'.lve  them  not  y  and  the  Lord  only  knows  whether 
ever  you  ftiall  fee  them  again*    I  am  out  of  hopes  ot  them,  tiii^l^ 
fee  the  people  of  God  more  humble  for  the  fins  that  removed 
them. 

a.  Make  up  your  breaches  fpeedily }  k  is  time,  1  think,  when 
the  enemy  is  entering  in  at  them.  Hear  me,  all  ye  friends  of  Chrtft, 
by  what  tiames  foever  dtftinguiihed  among  yourielvcs ;  will  you 
come  and  be  friends  one  with  another?  Have  you  not  yet  cnoii^h  of . 
your  divifions  ?  How  do  tbefriitts  of  your  animofities>  concentbna 
Vof.IV.  4E 
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and  reproaches  TeliQi  n6 v  with  you  ?  Do  you  fee  whom  God  is  fend-* 
ing  to  part  you  ?  Cannot  you  yet  pray  together,  mourn  together, 
ftrive  with  God  together  ?  WiU  you  ftand  quietly  at  the  ftake  to- 
gether ?  What  fay  you  friends  ?  You  profefs  to  bethe  children  of 
tte  God  o(  peace,  and  I  am  Aire  Chrift  is  the>  prince  of  peace,  and 
the  gofpel,  the  gofpei  of  peace  \  and  will  not  you  be  the  foos  of 
peace  ?  If  you  will  not  yet  onite,  let  the.  ruin  of  England  lie  upon 
3rour.fcQre.:  Do  ym  mabe  no  more  of  the  commands  of  Chrift, 
the  ci*edit  of  religion,,  the  fafety  of  the  nation?  Ah!  methinks  as 
TertuUian  told  Scapula,  St  mn  vis  tihi  par  cere  ^  parce  Carthagini;  If 
you.have  no  pity,  for  yourfelves,  havepity  for  the  nation  ;  do  not 
ibcrifice  'all  to  yovriinnily  luils.  if  you  profefs  lo?e  to  Chrift,  and 
ybt  have  no  kive  for  thoJR;  in- whom^is  his  image  -,  if  you  pretend  to 
bciiaints,  and  yet  had  rather  hazard  the  honour  <^  Chrift,  than 
dleny  your  pailions  and  iufts,  pray  poll  off  your  vizards,  £adl  into 
your  places,  and  appear  as  you  are* 

.  Brethren,  I  befeechyou  ferioufly  to  confider  thefe  three  partku* 
krs^  and  if  there  be  any  force  in  them,  or  tendeme^  in  your  con- 
fdences,  let  them  at  laft  pfldiiade  pu  to  love  one  another,  t. 
That  fcriptore  make&your  love  to  the  brethren  a  pofitive  mark  of 
your  regeneration';  i  John  Viu  144  ^*  We  know  that  we  are  pat> 
^^  fed  from  death  to  life^  becaufe  we  h>ve  the  brethren:  he  that 
<<:lovetfa  pot  his  brother,  abideth  in  death."  And  i  John  v.  i. 
<^.  Every  one  that  fevcth  him  that  begat,  lovetb  him  alfo  that  is 
^  begotten  of  him.''-  And  to  fpeak  truth,  it  is  (ordinarily)  the 
cisardi  iign  than  many  poor  Chrifttans  can  find  in  their  own 
breafts  %,  npon  the  hazard,  therefore,  of  yomr  own  peace  and  affn- 
ranee  be  tt,'if  ftiil  you  continue  to  bite  and  devour  one  another, 
a*  I  will  fiirther  add,  that  this  endeared  and  mutual  love  of  tho 
iinnts  is  the  charge,  yea,  the  dying  charge  of  Chrift  to  them ;  they 
were  fame  of  the  laft  words  of  Chrift  in  this  worid.  John  xv.  1 2. 
'<*  This  is  my  commandment,  ihat  ye  iove  ohe  another,  as  I  have 
<<•  loved  yon/'  laying  charges  are  commonly  received  with  grcatcft 
vefi£rat:on«  and  men  (whatever  they  neglect)  will  be  fure  to  folfil 
the  will  of  the  dead.  So  Gen.  1  16.  when  Jofcph's  bpeibiien 
were  afraid  left  (his  father  being  now  dead)  he  woidd  remember 
the  old  injuries  they  had  done  him,  urge  this  pacifying  argument 
upon  him,  «  Thy  father  did  command,  before  he  died,  faying, 
«  Forgive,  I  pray  thee  now,  the  trefpafi  of  thy  brethren."  And 
vcr.  21,  you  fee  how  it  prevailed  with  him  j  he  comforted  them^  and 
fpake  kindly  to  them.  O  my  brethren  I  will  you  not  fulfil  the  will 
of  the  dead,  your  dead  firiend,  even  Jefus  that  left  it  as  his  laft  dy- 
ing charge  upon  you  ?  3.  To  conclude^  WiU  you  not  lay  down 
your  private  differences  and  animofities,  when  God  threatens  you 
with  a  common  rum  ?  When  a  common  danger  is  upon  yoo  aOf 
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lyithe  y€ir  1607;  when,  bf  the  nraption  of  the  Severn  |ea»  the 
Kxmntxj  in  Somerfetihire  was  overflown  ahnoft  twenty  milos  ia 
length,  and  four  knifes  in  breadth,  and  many  perfons  drowned: -it 
wad  theA  oh(ervabl6>  (faith  Mr  *  Fuller)  that  creatures  of  contrary 
natures,  as  dogs  and  hares ^foHes  and  comes ^  yea,  eat$%vA  mice^  gctting- 
tp  to  the  top*  X)f  fome  hills,  difpcnfed  at  that  time  with  their  anti- 
fNithies^  ^reniaiAldg  peaceably  together,  without  fign  of  fear,  or  any 
^Merice  one  towards  another.  My  reader's  thoughts  willj  doubtleis, 
antldpate  me  in  the  application  of  this  ftrange  paifage  s  oujf  want 
of  love  hath  cut  the  banks,  and  let  in  an  inundation  of  calamities 
tipon  us,  and  a  more  fearfhl  flood  of  judgments  is  yet  expeAed ; 
and  will  not  fuch  public  dangers  yet  caufe  us  td  depofe  our  private 
'diflferences  ?  Shall  we  aft  below  dags^  catSy  zndfofifes?  Shall  we 
prefer  private  revenge  before  common  fafety  ?  If  la,  I  much  doubt 
God  will  ftfU  ns>  and  part  the  fray  in  a  more  terrible  manner  than 
moft  think  of.  I  doubt  it  may  be  faid  of  us  ere  long,  as  he  faid 
who  faw  the  dead  carcafes^^f  enemies  ^at  had  been  flain  in  a  duel 
lie  quietly  together,  as  if  they  had  embraced  eacb  other,  ^ianta 
vmidtiaje  invieem  ampteSfantUry  qui  tnuiuaimpiacMii^immicitiaperi'- 
erunf  /  Htfw  lovingly  do  they  embrace  e^fSx  other  being  dead,  \7ho 
porifbed  throHfgh  their  mutual  and  implacable  enmity  P  How  juib- 
ly  may  the  Lord  fweep  away  this  generation  of  profoflbrs,  anjl 
•raile  np  others  in  their  rooim  who  will  agree  and  l&Ve  one  another 
better?  .       . 

What  fl^U  I  fay  more?  •^  If  there  be  any  confolation  in  Chrift, 
«*  if  any,  comfort  of  love,  if  anyfeUowfliip  of  the  Spirit,  if  any 
•*  bowels  and  mercies,  fulfil  ye  my  joy  \  that  ye  be  likc-mindcd» 
'*  having  the' fame  love,  being  of  one  accord  and  of  one  xmnd/' 
Phil.  ii.  12. 

»     Strive  day  and  night  wilh  God  by  importunate  prayers  for  the 
prevention  of  thofe  imminent  judgments,  but  ftrive-  no  more  one 
with  another;  no  more  of  that  work  I  pray.     O  it  is  a  thoufand 
pities  to  fee  the  fheepof  Chrift  pufli  and  gore  each  other. 
Non  Secus  aCy 
Cum  duo  converfis  initnica  inprcelia  tauri 
Frontibus  incurrunt, 

O  rather  put  on,  as  the  eleft  of  God,  bowels  of  mercy  and 
compaffion ;  let  the  people  of  God  be  but  once  hearuly  united, 
and^then  Rome,  do  thy  worft  !  Afficiate  yourfelvesy  O  ye  people^  and 
you  Jball  be  broken  in  pieces  ;  and  give  ear,  ill  ye  of  far  countries  ,•  gird 
yourftlvesy  and  yejhatl  be  broken  in  pieces  ;  take  counfel  together ,  and  it 
fiall  come  to  nought ;  fpeak  the  wordy  and  itfball  notjland  ;  for  God  is 
wth  us.  <^ 

— — — — I  j    ■  ^ 

»  Worthies  of  ^ngbnd,  w  lu«  laft  liNrewd  to  Sooierictfliire. 
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^.  Meanr^  Ukdaj  and«^  at  the  tbrooeiof  graoe>  «MrMlil« 
^ith  G^d  fer  y6urfishw8,  and  for  the  «atian.  Wbat  Afr  Peitias 
Aid  of  hfe  times  is.  no  le&  fuhable  to  thtk^  N^n  fimt  yL  fifig^^ 
fid  orandi  ttmpora  /  thdt  are  not  times  for  cottteiitktti«  but  f»r»y- 
cr.  This  vilt  be  a  good  oaten  .of  nMSDcy  and  4eiivera9oe  9t  IwidL 
We  ma^  fay  of  the  fparit  of  prayvri  as  Chrift  iaid  of  tbe  buddk^ 
of  the  fig-tree.  Mat.  xxiv.  <«  When  ^eJeetbe  iig^^ree,  aad  all  tbc 
<^  trees  of  the  field  put  forth  tender  leaiKSt'  ye  know  that  foift- 
^*  mer  is  nigh.''  So  the  reviving  and  hoddi^g  fcK? h  of  the  i{ttrit 
x/l  prayer,  is  a  fign  that  fidvatiqn  Ib  mgh#  The  Pfalfoift  knew  the 
time  to  fevour  Zion  was  come,  aod  that  God  would  >riie  and  have 
fnercy  upon  her,  becauie  hr  found  a  ifpirtt  of  con^i^09  and 
jpraver  for  2^on  poured  out,  PfaLciL  ig,  14*  When  the  decree 
for  judgment  is  gone  forth,  aofed  God  wiUnotbefiopt*  hevMlf 
fhuts  up  and  firaitens  thefph-its  ^of  praying  omes^  J^.  vti.  &^  Ik 
never  fhuts  out  prayer  till  die  cafehecDme  defperafe  and  f^medi- 
le6,  Jer.xvvi.^  Ofideuds,  g^real is 9ie  effifwy.of  {tf^yer-i  pvi^cr 
will  juin'ailfoar  enemies.  Damad  put  vp  bvt^9fv<  petilim  %gaiall 
Ahithophel,  «  Lord,  tarn  the  cqa^icd  of'  Ahjlbcf^bel  .inti»  foStiO^ 
^'  nefs  f  and  ft  rulneAhodh  faim.aiiditit  de^gfu  2  Sfll^l).  xv.  3. 
-Ti^yers  and  ttJatri  will  do  more  than  gum  and  fwordsi  2  Qflfya. 
w.  9,  II.     :'•■'.■  •        ...  '  :     .;       .   .i 

O  be  not  dtibounaged,  becaiife  ^oufreTeotl)^  fet  Qojt:  <he  <fib£b 
and  returns  of  your  prayers ;  your  prayers  are  heard,  thoiigb 
«fheir  anr#ef ^  be  ftfpended,-  aod  be  oonSdei^i  io  duiS  tpioe  they 
^all'be  anRrered  atfo.  Oh  how  many  nMHions  of  prayers  arp  up- 
tm  the  file  in  tieaven,  as  a  memorial  before  God  tipoa  this  acooaot ! 
aot  a  good  man  ail  the  ^world  over,  but  joins  wkb  you  in  this  cry, 
Lord,  raze  the  foundations  of  antichriO,  pull  down  Babylpii,  and 
build  up  Zion.  Y^,  the  prayers^of  thoufandf,  who  are  now  in 
heaven,  are  yet  to  be  anfwered  in  that  matter.  For  though  we 
-fay  of  theh  perfons,  a<  the  church  fpeaks  of  Abraham,  they  ipio<r 
us  not  \  yet  we  may  fay  of  thdr  prayers^  a$  the  church  fpeaks  of 
Abel,  though  they  be  dead,  their  prayers  arp  not  dead^  they  live, 
and  yet  fpeak.  O  then  ftir  up  yourfidves  to  take  hold  of  God, 
weep  and  make  fupplication. 

Two  things  exceedingly  dcfcourage  our  fpirits  in  prayer*  great 
guilt  in  us,  and  k>ng  delays  of  anf wers  from  God ;  agaiaft  both 
thefe,  the  Lord  hath  iaid  up  encouragements  and  imttx  fupporti 
in  the  word.  Are  we  under  great  gutfe?  Have  we  abitfitd  laeRy?  b 
did  Ifrael,  PTal.  cvi.  7,  8,  id,  17,  18,  19,  28.  yet  mercy  coiMS 
triumphing  over  all  their  unworthtneis  with  a  non  ahftuntt^  ver*  44- 
<•  Nevcrthelcfs  he  regarded  their  affliction  when  he  beard  thor 
•^  cry^."  What  though  England,  like  Ifrael,  he  a  polluted  nation: 
'«  Yet  lirael  Iiath  not  been  forfaken,  nor  Judah  of  his  God  -, 


Digitized 


byGoogk 


.    Engknts  Alarm.  jlj 

•*  tfmi^-t^far  land  wit  filled  Vith  fin  againft  die  Holf  ODeiaf 
*'  IfraeH'*  Iftr.  Uv5*  Or  doth  God  cKercife  y<mr  faith  Mid  pa« 
tieiKrebf  del«^g  chevi^iirAs  of  {Miifer  ;  fo  that  70a  are  re«dy  to 
lod^  fit  your  prayers  as  loft?  Sec  anothdr  woerthelefi^  m  that  cafe^ 
torciife  np  yt>ar  hearts  and  hopeS)  Pial.  xxKi.  22.  *<  I  iaid  in  my 
"^^  faaAe,  I  am  cut  oflr.fb»ml)efb7e  thine  eyes  :  neverthdefs,  tfaov 
^*'  heardeft  the  Toioe  of  tny  fnpplicatkm  when  I  cmfl  unto 
^^  thae.  Up, 'therefepe,  every  ooe  in  whom  is  the  %irit  of 
{»rayer,  peur  <Rit  yow^  hearts  before  hkn  in  this  time  ^conunon 
tiMger,  your  God  will' hear  yoa ;  but  if  yon  are  fpeechlefs  nowt 
It  is  a  fad  fore-rcrnner  <£  death,  and  tiatioiaal  ruin. 

COUNSEL  III. 

.. Prepare. yourieWes  far  the  word,  that  if  times  fhould  aker^ 
(lor  there  art  changes  in  the  right  hand  of  the  Moft  High)  yet 
yoor  hearts  muf:  n^t  h«;tur^  hapk»  nor  your  fteps  decline  from 
thofe  paths  of-^chiiind  boiirie^,  wherein  you  have  been  eng;tfed; 
O  cleave  to  the  Lord  with  purpofe  of  heart,  and  when  nery 
trials  come  (whereof  moA  ftrrious  and  confidering  Chriftians  are 
in  a  trembling  expefhmon)  then  do  not  bafely  defert  Chrift  in  open 
field.  To  do  good  (faith  Metellus)  where  there  is  neither  pain 
nor  danger,  is  eafy  and  common  \  but  to  do  good  in  the  face  of 
danger,  is  virtuous,  and>  truly  noble.  It  was  the  faying  of  a  martyr 
to  his  perfecutors,  <  Though  you  pluck  my  heart  out  of  my  bow- 

*  els,  yet  you  (hall  never  pluck  tbe  truth  out  of  my  heart.'  O  how 
is  Chrifl  honoured,  enemies  daunted,  and  your  fouls  fccured  by 
your  conftancy  in  a  time  of  danger !  Hold  faft  what  you  have  re- 
ceived, and  though  you  lofe  your  heads,  yet  fave  your  crowns. 
It  was  a  refolutc  and  noble  faying  of  lojther,  when  hard  put  to  it 
to  defend  the  truth  of  Chrift  agalnft  fo  many  enemies,  Ego  Mar* 
tinui  Lutherusy  &c  *  I  Martin  Luther,  an  unworthy  preacher  ot 

**  the  gofpel  of  Chrid,  do  believe  and  hold,  that  this  article,  Wz. 

*  That  we  are  judificd  before  God,  by  faith  alone,  without  works« 

*  (hall  never  be  overthrown,  neither  by  the  Roman  Cacfar,  nor 
«  by  the  Turk,  Tartar,  Perlian,   Pope,  with  all  his  cardinals, 

*  priefls,  and  monks.  Kings,  princes,  potentates,  and  all  the  de- 

*  vils  in  hell,  will  they,  nill  they»  fhall  leave  me  this  article  un- 
«  fliaken.' 

Brethren,  I  much  doubt,  the  wantonnefs,  fcepticifm,  and  con- 
tentions of  the  profefibrs  of  this  age,  have  fo  weakened  the  autho- 
rity and  reputation  of  religion  in  the  world,  that  God  wi]l  once 
more  call  for  Chriftian  blood  to  feal  bis  truths,  and  convince  the 
world  that  there  is  reality  in  godlinefs ;  and  if  it  (hould  come  to 
that,  I  even  tremble  to  think  what  Shrinking  will  be  among  pro- 
feflprs.    To  prevent  which,  all  that  I  ihall  add,  (hall  be  in  theie 
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two  words :  i.  See  the  ground  70a  ftand  on  be  good ;  I  db  not 
ijpeak  of  the'canfe,  for  it  is  beyond  difpute.  the  moft  gloripus  caufe 
that  was  ever  fealed  by  the  blood  of  any  witnefi,  but  of  your  tmir 
ditiofu  O  fee  that  be  good  alfo  (  look  to  It  that  yon  die  in»  as  wed 
as  for  the  faith ;  are  you  upon  fure  and  fafe,  grounds,  as  to  your 
eternal  ibite  i  U  not,  but  that  you  be  fiill  dubious,  it  is  time  to 
snake  both  fure  and  quick  work.  2.  Stand  your  groood;  he 
deferves  to  be  hanged  in  everlafiing  chains  in  hell  that  relioquiflies 
fuch  a  canf e,  and  luch  a  Chrift  on  earth.  Chriftian,  I  would  fun 
know,  how  thou  canft  imagine  to  clofe  up  thy  life  more  honooF- 
ablyi  or  more  comfortably,  than  by  ofioring  it  op  in  defence  of 
the  precious  truths  of  Chrift,  agaioft  his  bold  and  blafpheming 
enemies  ?  The  yery  heathens,  heated  with  love  to  their  country, 
have  made  many  brave  and  bold  adventures  for  it;  and  wUl 
you  fhriok  ?  £ph.  vi.  13.  *<  O  take  unto  you  the  whole  armour 
**  of  God,  that  you  may  be  able  to  withftand  in  the  evil  day  ;  and 
^'  having  done  all,  fo  ftand.    Stand  therefore/'  ftc 


Tie  End  of  the  Fourth  Volume. 
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